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INTRODUCTION. 

In  publishing  the  great  South-English  Legendary  or  Festival  in 
verse,'  one  of  the  most  important  works  of  medieeval  literature,  I 
begin  with  the  version  of  MS.  Laud  108.  Only  a  few  of  these 
legends  have  as  jet  been  published  separately,  mostly  from  MS. 
Harleian  2277 — long  regarded  as  the  oldest  MS. — by  H.  Black, 
Thos.  Wright,  Earle,  Cockayne,  Morris,  and  some  by  Fumivall  in 
his  Early  English  Poems  and  Lives  of  Saints  (with  those  of  the 
wicked  Birds,  Pilate  and  Judas),  Berlin,  1862.  The  Laud  MS.  I 
first  described  in  IJeben  Jesu,  ein  Fragment^  MUnster,  1873.  Of  the 
other  MSS.,  I  have  treated  at  large  in  Altenglische  Legenden^ 
Paderbom,  1876,  and  in  AltengliscJie  Legenden,  Neue  Folge,  Heil- 
bronn,  1881,  pp.xliv; — Ivii.  To  say  more  now,  to  make  out  the 
relation  of  all  the  MSS.,  the  history  of  the  text,  the  sources,  &c., 
the  time  has  not  yet  come  :  it  is  a  task  of  immense  difficulties,  on 
account  of  the  great  number  and  diversity  of  the  MSS.  I  hope 
to  find  my  way  through  this  mass  of  materials,  and  to  lay  open 
the  relation  of  the  principal  MSS.,  in  the  Introduction  to  the  last 
volume;  but  it  will  require  more  brains,  the  brains  of  several 
generations  to  come,  before  every  question  relative  to  this  collec- 
tion can  be  decided.  My  present  object  is  to  produce  the  MSS. 
themselves,  and  to  register  the  textual  tradition,  so  preparing  the 
way  for  further  investigation.  The  Collection,  in  its  complete 
state,  is  a  Liber  Festivcdis,  containing  sermons,  or  materials  for 
sermons,  for  the  Festivals  of  .the  year  in  the  order  of  the  Calendar, 
and  comprehends  not  only  Saints'  Lives  for  Saints'  Days,  but  also 
a  Temporale  for  the  festivals  of  Christ,  an  Advent  and  Christmas 
cycle,  the  Passion  and  an  Easter  cycle,  and  even,  in  some  MSS.,  a 

'  The  Title  of  the  cotnpleto  collection  was  perhaps  the  Mirrottr  of  Saints 
Lives, 


Vljl  TUB   LEGENDARY   GOT  GRADUALLY   TOGETHER. 

Life  of  Christ  compiled  from  the  Gospels  and  Sunday  Lessons.  It 
was  made  shortly  before,  or  simultaneously  with,  the  Lcgenda  aurea 
by  Jacobus  a  Yoragine,  the  famous  store-book  of  mediseval  legends. 
Neither  of  «these  collections  is  the  source  of  the  other ;  both  were 
formed  independently  of  one  another,  and  prove  that  the  same 
task,  which  was  indeed  required  by  that  time,  was  attempted  by 
different  writers  at  different  places.  The  English  collection,  how- 
ever, was  not  completed  at  once,  or  by  one  p^^et.  Merely  to  collect 
the  materials,^  the  Vitas,  which  had  to  1)e  brought  together  from 
different  places,  as  no  library  of  the  present  type  then  existed, 
transcended  the  power  of  one  man.  The  Collection  grew  slowly, 
and  expanded  by  degrees,  round  a  first  nucleus ;  it  was  the  work 
of  many  decades  of  years,  of  many  collaborators,  most  likely  the 
joint  work  of  a  whole  abbey,  that  of  Gloucester,  where  the  plan 
seems  to  have  been  fixed  and  brought  into  definite  shape.  Still  it 
is  possible  that  the  first  attempts,  the  oldest  parts,  were  made 
before  and  at  other  places.  We  find  several  very  old  poems 
absorbed  into  the  Collection,  and  adapted  to  the  metre  (as  in  some 
MSS.  the  old  poem  on  the  Assumption,  old  texts  of  Magdalen, 
and  Margaret).  We  still  possess  some  fragments  of  Gospel  stories 
in  the  same  dialect  and  the  same  metre  from  the  beginning  of  the 
13th  century. — So  much  is  certain,  that  the  Collection  underwent 
more  than  one  phase  before  its  completion.  The  legends  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  composed  at  first  in  the  order  of  the  Calendar, 
but  rather  as  the  materials  came  in  and  were  at  hand.  Before  the 
completion,  parts  of  the  Collection  seem  to  have  been  propagated 
by  MSS.,  and  to  have  been  augmented  by  new  additions  in  neigh- 
bouring abbeys,  which  thus  took  part  in  the  work.  In  this  way 
we  must  explain  why  the  existing  MSS.  form  nearly  as  many 
different  redactions  or  versions.  MS.  Harl.  2277  (c.  1300)  is  the 
first  MS.  which  gives  the  Collection  complete :  it  observes  strictly 
the  order  of  the  year,  and  contains  the  set  of  legends  which  remains 
stationary  in  the  later  MSS. ;  but  the  text  is  already  very  much 
con'upted,  and  must  have  gone  through  many  changes  before  it 

'  I  do  not  tliink  that  a  Latin  Legendary  on  the  same  basis  then  existed  and 
coald  1)e  used  as  a  sonrce.  Most  of  the  more  detailed  lives  (as  St.  Fraimccis, 
Douiiuic,  Thomas  Dckct)  rest  on  the  original  FiCx. 
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had  reached  that  state  of  depravation.  MS.  Corpus  Christ!  Coll., 
Cambr.  145  (c.  1320)  contains  the  same  set  of  legends,  but  without 
the  Passion,  and  is  an  equally  corrupted  text,  which  is  not,  however, 
drawn  from  EEarl.  itself.  MS.  Ashmole  43  adds  not  a  few  legends 
(Seue  Sleparis,  Ipolit,  Justine,  Frances,  Fei,  Fredeswide,  Eustas, 
Cecile,  Advent,  Edward  jun.),  some  of  which  are  also  extant  in 
MS.  Laud  108;  but  it  omits  some  of  MS.  Harl.  2277  (St.  Longius, 
Passion  <fec.,  Theophle,  Marthe,  fe  ri^te  put  (3rd  part  of  St. 
Michael),  Judas  and  Pilate).  MS.  Egerton  1993  (c.  1320)  has 
more  additions  (Old  Testament  &c,,  Christmas  (be.,  St.  Ailbri^t, 
Pumele,  Eadborw,  Botulf,  Aeldri  of  Ely,  Mildride,  Egwine), 
besides  those  of  MS.  Ashmole  and  St.  Domenic  (also  in  Laud) ;  it 
begins  with  St.  Andrew,  instead  of  New  Year's  Day  ;  it  generally 
shortens  the  lines  from  septenaries  to  Alexandrine  verses,  by 
omitting  words  and  condensing  the  sentence;  so  that  it  is  to  be 
regarded  as  a  separate  version.  MS.  Stowe  669  (now  in  the 
British  Museum,  c.  1340)  contains  only  the  latter  half,  from  St. 
Michael,  with  some  new  additions  (St.  Fremund,  and  a  new  text  of 
St.  Fredeswide),  besides  those  of  MS.  Ashm.,  and  St.  Egwin  and 
Petronelle  from  MS.  Egerton,  The  later  MSS.,  mostly  written  at 
the  end  of  the  14th  century,  either  contain  the  same  set  and  order 
as  MS.  Harl.,  as  MS.  Additional  10301  (without  the  Passion),  MS. 
Trinity  Coll.,  Oxf.  57  (with  the  Passion;  it  adds  Birinus),  MS. 
Laud  L  70  (same  contents  as  Trin.  Coll.,  Oxf.),  MS.  Tanner  17  (a 
fragment  with  the  first  forty-four  legends) ;  or  follow  MS.  Ashm., 
as  MS.  Cotton  Jul.  D  ix,  which,  however,  iuserts  St.  Jakes  and 
Birin,  and  appends,  at  the  end,  several  of  the  additions  of  MS. 
Egerton  (Ct.  Egwine,  Ailbri3t)  and  Harl.  (Theophle,  fe  ri3te  put), 
besides  St.  Siluestre  (also  in  Laud  108),  Ignas,  Gutlac ;  or  com- 
bine the  different  versions,  as  MS.  Yernon  (which  contains  the 
texts  peculiar  to  the  older  versions,  besides  St.  Athelwold,  and 
some  new  texts),  MS.  Lambeth  223  (where  the  Temporale  precedes 
the  Saints ;  it  has  the  texts  peculiar  to  MS.  Liud  108),  MS.  Trio. 
Coll.,  Cambr.  R  3,  25.  MS.  Bodley  779,  one  of  the  latest  MSS.,  is 
quite  a  new  version,  with  a  great  many  new-made  additions  (mostly 
Popes'  lives).  The  Temjwrale  is  complete  in  none  of  these  MSS. ; 
they  either  contain  the  Passion  «fcc.,  or  the  Advent  and  Chi'istmas 
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cycle,  or  fragments  of  the  Life  of  Christ;  it  is,  however,  found 
complete  in  a  later  MS.,  St.  John's  Coll.,  Cambr.  B  6,  which  only 
contains  the  Temporale  (without  the  Saints'  lives),  and  is  the  only 
MS.  which  has  the  whole  life  of  Christ  after  the  gospels.  None 
of  all  these  MSS.  gives  the  original  text;  they  are  all  alike 
corrupted,  which  proves  that  the  primitive  text  must  lie  far  back ; 
for  in  general,  a  MS.  will  be  clearer  and  moi«  correct  the  nearer 
it  is  to  the  original ;  and  it  will  be  corrupted  in  proportion  to 
its  remoteness  from  the  first  text.  The  original  text  will  have  to 
be  reconstructed,  with  difficulty,  from  the  older  MSS. 

MS.  Laud  108  stands  independent  from  all  other  MSS.  It  is 
the  oldest  of  all  existing  MSS.,  and  precedes  MSS.  Harl.  and  Ashm. 
by  10 — 20  years,  being  written  about  1 280 — 90 :  ^  several  authorities 
I  have  consulted  agree  with  me  in  that  date.  It  shows  the  collec- 
tion still  in  an  unfinished  state,  in  the  way  of  progress,  before  its 
completion ;  it  contains  only  two-thirds  of  the  items  in  MS.  Harl., 
and  these  not  strictly  in  the  order  of  the  year,  but  (it  seems)  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  composed  and  ready-made.  It  has 
some  peculiar  texts,  which  differ  from  MS.  Harl.,  and  seem  to  have 
belonged  to  the  very  first  redaction  :  as,  a  short  prologue,  combined 
with  Jeres  day  and  St.  Fabian ;  Conversion  of  St.  Paul^ ;  St.  Bride 
(short  text^) ;  St.  Silvestre;  a  different  text  of  St.  Maudeleyn,  adapt- 
ed from  a  very  old  poem  with  mid-rhymes^;  a  fragment  of  the  Life  of 
Christ  after  the  Gospels^;  texts  which  were  adopted  by  some  later 
MSS.  (Lambeth,  Vernon)  instead  of  the  Harleian  texts.  It  frequently 
preserves  the  original  reading,  where  all  the  other  MSS.  are  corrupt, 
and  will,  when  consulted  in  cases  of  difficulty,  help  us  to  find  the  true 
sense.  Yet,  though  being  the  oldest  MS.,  it  is  far  from  being  correct, 
or  from  strictly  representing  the  original  text :  on  the  contrary,  the 
sciibe  has  frequently  expanded  the  lines  by  added  words  and  phrases, 

1  The  I/egendary  is  followed  in  the  same  MSS.  by  Havcloc  and  King  Hoim^ 
which,  by  different  hands,  are  written  about  1290. 

2  In  HarL  the  Conversion  of  St.  P.  is  combined  with  the  legend  of  St.  P. 
and  forms  the  first  part  of  it  (with  the  same  text). 

'  It  omits  the  whole  account  of  the  miraculous  birth,  and  many  miracles. 

*  The  same  text  is  extant  in  MS.  Lambeth  223,  and  Trin.  Coll.,  Cam- 
briilge,  R  3,  25. 

*  The  whole  life  only  cxbts  in  MS.  St.  John's  Coll.,  Cambr.,  B  6,  with  the 
same  text  as  in  Laud. 
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and  altered  the  text  on  his  own  account,  where  the  original  meaning 
was  perverted  or  obscured.  These  alterations  are  not  alike  frequent 
in  all  parts ;  some  texts  are  very  nearly  correct.  "The  dialect  differs 
in  some  respects  from  that  in  which  the  original  was  composed,  and 
which  is  more  properly  represented  by  the  Harleian  and  Ashmole 
MSS. ;  certain  words  (f .  L  eke)  are  avoided ;  we  find  no  instances  of  v 
instead  of  /  (as  in  vur  =  fire),  of  u  instead  of  eo,  y  (as  dure  instead 
of  deore) ;  hi  (hy,  hii)  is  replaced  by  huy  and  heo.  So  MS.  Laud 
is  not  only  the  oldest  MS.,  but  represents  a  separate  version, 
independent  from  the  generally-received  text.  For  these  reasons, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  have  the  Laud  MS.  printed  separately 
as  a  first  text,  to  be  followed  by  the  generally-received  text,  as 
represented  by  MS.  ELarl.  and  the  other  old  MSS.  Moreover,  the 
Laud  various  readings  are  so  many,  that  they  would  have  swelled 
the  notes  to  a  single  later  text,  to  double  the  size. 

I  know  most  Englishmen  consider  it  not  worth  while  to  print 
all  these  Legends;  I  know  they  regard  them  as  worthless  stuff, 
without  any  merit,  because  they  are  wholly  absorbed  in  questions 
of  the  day,  of  politics  and  no  end,  in  the  fade  poetry  of  poets 
laureate  and  lady  authors,  which  to  an  intellect  of  the  middle 
ages  would  have  appeared  infinitely  more  insipid  (as  turning  on 
momentary  interests,  the  "self"  and  its  lust)  than  these  Legends 
may  appear  to  the  present  generation.  The  English  mind  is  always 
running  into  extremes  with  full  steam,  with  brutal  energy,  from 
Popery  to  "  no  Popery,"  now  into  the  grossest  superstition,  and 
again  disclaiming  and  holding  in  abhorrence  what  their  own  fathers 
revered  and  held  in  awe ;  it  only  sees  its  present  objects,  and  is 
blind  to  everything  which  lies  behind  or  around ;  it  wants  thejustt 
milieu,  the  repose  of  a  contemplative  mind,  and  forgets  that  in 
the  eyes  of  eternity  every  epoch,  every  faith,  has  its  raison  d^etre^ 
and  every  true  poetry  its  beauty.  If  the  present  English  public 
cannot  see  any  merit  in  these  Legends,  it  does  not  follow  that 
there  is  no  such  merit.^  To  be  appreciated,  they  demand  an 
intellect  more  robust  and  sane,  a  heart  more  wide  and  enlarged, 

'  liCS  l^gendes  dcs  saints,  pour  la  plupart,  ne  sont  pas  historiques,  et 
neaumoina  olles  sont  merveilleusoment  instnictives  pour  ce  qui  ticut  k  la  coulour 
des  temps  et  aux  moeurs. — E.  Renan,  Uisl.  d' Israel,  I,  Preface. 
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a  mind  more  truly  Christian  and  less  hypocritical  than  the  pre- 
sent generation  is  able  to  supply.  They  present  models  of  sanc- 
tity,  models  of  self-abnegation,  virginity,  meekness  and  obedience, 
virtues  which  are  not  to  the  taste  of  our  time.  But  if  the  present 
time  does  not  like  this  moral,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  moral 
is  bad,  or  worse  than  our  own.  They  present  a  different  kind 
of  humanity :  suffering  humanity,  which  is  not  the  province  of 
"  our  conquering  heroes."  They  represent  the  Christian  mythology, 
as  it  had  been  formed  in  the  course  of  centuries.  Some  of  them 
are  historical  or  fixed  by  tradition,  others  are  the  result  of  fiction, 
typical  of  the  Christi|in  hero.  The  style  of  these  legends  is,  no 
doubt,  coarse  and  rude  to  the  modem  taste ;  but  it  is  popular, 
adapted  to  the  subject,  to  the  public,  and  to  the  occasion.  The 
narrative  is  generally  happy  and  well  conducted.  Some  of  the 
stories  are  written  in  a  vigorous  style,  which  rises  to  dramatic 
force  (as  Thomas  Beket) ;  others  are  full  of  humour.  In  others, 
the  legend  is  the  vehicle  for  scientific  digressions  (as  in  St.  Kenelm, 
where  a  geographic  description  of  England  is  given ;  as  in  the  third 
part  of  St.  Michael,  which  treats  of  the  elements,  of  the  body  and 
soul).  Everywhere  we  find  dispersed  sallies  of  wit  and  sarcasm, 
which  spare  no  class,  no  sex,  not  the  clergy  itself.  So  the  Collec- 
tion deserves  attention,  not  only  from  an  hagiologic,  but  also  from 
a  poetic  and  literary  point  of  view.  In  publishing  it,  we  only  pay 
a  just  debt  to  the  past. 

Lastly,  I  have  to  thank  Dr.  Fumivall  for  the  kind  interest  he 
has  taken  in  this  publication,  and  for  the  help  he  gave  me,  in 
adding  most  of  the  head-lines.  At  his  request,  Mr.  Wm.  Bayne 
wrote  the  Summary  of  the  Lives  prefixed  to  the  Text,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  Society's  usual  side-notes,  for  which  the  long  lines 

of  the  Legends  left  no  room. 

Dr.  Horstmanx. 


CORRECTIONS. 

p.  40,  V.  216,  read  liggc  inskad  of  Vi^^q  (the  MS.  has  clearly  ligge,  corrected, 
but  not  from  lijjc). 

p.  138,  v.  1106,  read  Cicestre  ifisUad  of  liceaire' 
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I.    MS.  LAUD  108  (c.  1285-95). 
Oldest  MS.     State  before  the  completion. 


The  first  7  pieces  lost. 
8  Life  and  passion  of  Christ  (fragment 

of  the  Temporale) 
(9  Infancy  of  Christy  in  diff.  metre) 

10  Sta  Crux :  Invention, ^  3  May,  St. 

Quiriac,  4  May,  and  Exaltation  of 
the  Cross,  with  miracles,  14  Sept. 

11  St.  Dunstan  (last  foL  wanting),  19 

May 

12  St.  Austyn  (beg.  wanting),  26  May 

13  St.  Barnabe,  11  June 

14  St.  Johan  Baptist,  24  June 

15  St.  James  (the  Great),  25  July 

16  St.  Oswold  King,  5  Aug. 

17  St.  Edward  (the  Elder),  13  Oct. 

18  St.  Frauneeys,  4  Oct 

19  St.  Albon,  22  June 

20  St.  Wolston,  19  Jan. 

21  St.  Matheu,  21  Sept 

22  St.  Leger  (I>eodegar),  2  Oct 

23  St.  Fey  (Fides),  6  Oct. 

24  11,000  Virgines,  21  Oct 

25  St.  Katerine,  25  Nov. 

26  St.  Lucie,  13  Dec. 

27  St.  ThomasofCaunterbur>',  29Dec. 

28  Prolog,  ^es-day,  Twelf\>e  ilay,  St. 

Fabian  (diff.  from  Ilarl.)  k  Sebas- 
tian, 20  Jan. 

29  St.  Anneis,  21  Jan. 

30  St  Vincent,  22  Jan. 

81  Conversion  of  St.  Paulj'  25  Jan. 

82  St.  Bride,  I'Feb.  (short  text) 

33  St  Agace,  5  Feb. 

34  St.  Scholace,  10  Feb. 

35  Purgatorium  Sti  Patricii,  17  March 

36  St.  Brendan,  16  May 

37  St.  Nicholas,  6  Doc. 

38  St.  Julian  Conf.  27  Jan. 

St.  Julian  ))e  guode  herebeger 


39  St  Mario  Egyptiane,  9  April 

40  St  Cristofre,  25  July 

41  St.  Domenic,  4  Aug. 

42  St   Teofle,    4   Feb.'   (without  the 

miracles  of  our  lady) 

43  St.  George,  23  April 

44  St  Eadmund  \>e  King,  20  Nov. 

45  St.  Mi3hel,  in  monte  Gargano,  29 

Sept 
St.  M  i  ^hel ,  in  monte  Thumba,  1 6  Oct. 

46  St.  Michel,  ^e  ri^te  put,  kc.,  2  Oct 

47  St  Clement,  23  Nov. 

48  St.  Laurence,  10  Aug. 

49  St  Kenelm,  17  July 

50  St  Oregon,  12  March 

51  St.  Cudbert,  20  March 

52  St  Marc,  25  April 

53  St  Phelipe  &  Jacob,  1  May 

54  St.  Jacob,  1  May 

55  St.  Bartelmow,  24  Aug. 

56  St.  Thomas  ap.,  21  Dec. 

57  St  Mathie,  24  Feb. 
68  St.  Silvestre,  31  Dec. 

59  St.  Eustas,  20  Sept 

60  St  Johan  Ev.,  27  Dec. 

61  Alle  halewene  day,  1  Nov. 

62  Alle  soulene  day,  2  Nov. 

63  St  Eadmund  \>e  Conf.,  16  Nov. 

64  St  Martyn,  11  Nov. 

65  St.  Leonard,  6  Nov. 

66  £^.  Maris  MaiidcUyn  (old  text),* 

22  July 

67  St.  Ypolyt  |«  Martyr^  13  Aug. 

[Appendix  by  a  later  hand  : 
St.  Blase 

St.  Cecils,  22  Nov. 
(St  Alex,  in  diff.  metre ;  Ist  text, 
same  text  in  Yem. ) 


1  The  history  of  the  Crom  follovrt  aJUr  the  Invention,  in  Harl.  it  preoedea. 

>  ThlB  la  the  first  part  of  St.  Paul  in  HarL  (50X  *  al.  31  January,  13  or  14  Oct. 

*  Thia  is  a  very  old  poem,  originally,  it  socmfl,  written  in  4-linod  frtancns,  with  mld- 
rlivmes :  the  same  text,  with  more  mid-rhymes,  is  extant  in  MSS.  Lambeth  (N.  4  )  and 
Txln.  Coll.,  Cambr.  (66).    In  Laud  the  old  text  is  frequently  spoiled  by  recent  additions. 
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II.   a.  MS.  HARL.  2277 

(c.  1300) 
MS.  CORP.  CHR.  COLL. 

CBR.  145  (c.  1820) 
First  complete  annas  festi- 
valis,  in  the  order  of  the 
year. 
»[Prologu8» 

1  Circumcisio  domini, 

1  Jan. 

2  Epiphania  domini, 

6  tian. 

3  St  Hillary,  14  Jan. 

4  St.  Wolstan,  19  Jan. 

6  St.  Fabiani,  20  Jan. 

6  St.  Sebastiani,  20  Jan. 

7  St  A^etiSy  21  Jan. 

8  St  Yincencii,  22  Jan. 

9  St  Juliani  Conf., 

27  Jan. 

10  St  Juliani  boni  hos- 

pitiSy  29  Jan. 

11  St  Brigide,  1  Feb. 

12  St  Blasii,  3  Feb. 
18  St.  Agathe,  5  Feb. 

14  St.  Scolastice,  10  Feb. 

15  St  Valentini,  14  Feb. 

16  St  Juliane  virg., 

16  Feb. 

17  St  Mathie  ap.,  24  Feb. 

18  St  Oswald!  Conf., 

29  Feb. 

19  St  Cedde  Conf, 

2  March 

20  St  Gregory,  12  March 

21  St  Longy,  15  March 

22  St  Patricij,  17  March 

23  St   Edward!  juvenis, 

18  March 

24  St  Cutberti,  20  Mar.] 

25  St     Benedict!     (beg. 

wanting   in  H.),    21 
March 

26  Annunciation,  25  Mar. 

27  Quadragesima  (12  vv.) 

28  Qualiter  debemus  jeju- 

nare  (170  vv.) 

29  Paasio  domini  Js  Pascha 

(ct*  Ascensio  A  PcnU- 

80  St.  Marie  Egepciace,  9 

April 
31  St  Alphcgi  mart.,  19 

April 


h.    MS.     ASHMOL.     43 

(c.  1310) 
(MS.  COTT.  JULIUS  D 

IX),  c.  1370 1 


Prologus 

1  Circumcision 

2  Epiphany 


I 


3  St  HUlaiy     . 

4  St  Wolstan  (beg. 

wanting  !n  Asmn.) 

5  St  Fabian 

6  St  Sebastian 

7  St  Anneis 

8  St.  Vyncent 

9  St  Julian  [to  oonfl 

10  St.  Julian  l^e  gode  her- 

biour 

11  St  Bride 

12  St  Bkse 

13  St  Agace 

14  St.  Scolace 

15  St  Valentyn 

16  St  Julian(e)  virg. 

17  St  Math! 

18  St.  Oswald  ])e  biscop 

19  St  Chadde 

20  St  Gregori  Cont 

21  St  Patric 

22  St    Edward  ^  )onge 

martir 

23  St  Cubert 

24  St  Beuet 


25  St.  Marie  dai  in  leynte 

26  Festen  mcble 

27  Leynte 

28  Estur  day  (=  v.  803— 

862  of  the  Passio  in 
Harl.) 

29  St.  Marie  egipciake 

30  St  Alfe 


1  The  first  24  are  wanting  in  Harl. 

>  In  other  MSS.  it  is  entitled  :  Banna,  Banna  sanctorum,  ))«  chrlstcudom  of  )>e  world, 
)>at  )>e  martires  ben  godes  knytes  (Vem.). 

s  The  Passio  tc  is  omitted  in  Corp.  Chr.  ColL,  which  has  only  06  vy.  on  Pascha  =  803^ 
8«2inU. 
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32  St.  Goorgij  mart.,  23 

April 

33  St.  Marci  Ev.,  25  April 

34  Lctania  mtgor  ot  minor 

35  Rogac'iouos 

36  St.    Petri    fratris,    29 

April 
37,  38    SS.     Philippi    & 

Jacobi,  1  Ma^ 
39  Iniicncio  Ciiicis,  3  May 


40  St.  Quiriaci,  4  May 

41  St  Brendani,  16  May 

42  St  Dunstani,  19  May 

43  St.  Aldelmi,  25  May 

44  St  Augustiiii,  26  May 

45  St  Barnabe,  11  June 

46  St.  Theophili  ^ 
Miracula  de  sea  Maria 

47  St  Alboni,  22  June 

48  St  Johanis  Bapt,  24 

June 

49  St  Petri  ap.,  29  June 
60  St    Pauli    ap.    (Com- 

memoratio),  30  June 

51  St  Swithini,  15  July 

52  St  Kenelmi  regis,  17 

July 

53  St.  Margarete,  20  July 

54  St.  Magdalene,  22  July 

55  St  Cristine,  24  July 

56  St  Jacobi  ap.,  25  July 
Miracula  ejus 

57  St.  Cristofori,  25  July 

58  St.  Marthe  (end  want- 

ing in  Harl.),  29  July 

59  St.   Oswaldi  (wanting 

in  Harl.),  6  Aug. 

60  St.  I^urencn  (beg.  want- 

ing in  Harl. ),  10  Aug. 


61  Assumpcio   Marie,    15 

Aug. 

62  St    Bartholomei,     24 

Aug. 

63  St  Egidij,  1  Sept 

64  Exaltacio    Crucis,    14 

Sept 
Miracula  eius 

65  Mathei  Ev.,  21  Sept 

66  Michaelifl    (in    monte 

Gargano),  29  Sept 

67  Michaelis    (in    monte 

Thumba),  16  Oct 
^  MS.  Toodoli  (FudexX 


MS.  ASHM.  continued: 

31  St  Jorge 

32  St  Marc 

33  Letanye  and 
Roueisouns 

34  St  Peres  J>e  frere  pre- 

chour 

35  St  Phelip  &  St  Jacob 

36  (Legend  of  the  Cross  :) 

Inyention 
Exaltacion 
St.  Quiriac 

37  St  Brendan 

38  St  Dunstou 

39  St.  Aldelm 

40  St  Austyn 

41  St  Bamabo 


42  St  Ion  ))e  holi  baptist 

43  St  Peter 

44  St  Poul 

45  St.    Swil>iu    (om.    in 

Cott) 

46  St    Eenelm    (om.    in 

Cott) 

47  St.  Mar^rete 

48  St.  Mane  magdaleyn 

49  St  Cristine 

50  St  Jame  ))e  apostle 

51  St.  Cristofere 

52  Scue  SlepariSy  27  July 


53  St.  Lauranco 

54  St.  Ipolit  pe  martir,  18 

Aug. 

55  Assumpcion 

56  St  Berthelmou 

57  St  Gilis 


58  St  Mathcu 

59  St,  Justine,  7  Oct 

60  St  Michel  (first  part) 


MS.  STOWE  669  (c  t84ft) 
contains  only  the  latter 
part 


1  St  Michael  (all  3  parts, 
incL  ))e  ri3te  put) 
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MS.  HAKL.  continued. 

68  Naturaangelorum 
ct  elemontorum 
et  nature  humane 
et  nature  anime 

(3d  part  of  St. 
Michael) 

69  St  Jeronymi,  30  Sept 


u 


70  St  Dionisy,  3  Oct 


71  St  Luce,  18  Oct 


72  SS.    XI    milium    vir- 

ginum,  21  Oct 

73  SS.  Slmonis   k   Jude 

(end  wanting  in  C.C. 
C),  28  Oct 

74  StQuintini,i310ct 

75  Omnium  Sanctorum, 

INov. 

76  Omnium  animarum, 

2  Nov. 


77  St  Leonardi,  6  Nov. 

78  St  Martini,  11  Nov. 

79  St  Eadmundi  conf., 

16  Nov. 

80  St.  £admundi  regis, 

20  Nov. 

81  St  dementis,  23  Nov. 
Miracula  eius 

82  St  Eaterine,  25  Nov. 

83  St  Andree,  80  Nov. 
Miracula  eius  (end 

wanting  in  H.) 

84  St.  Nicholai  (beg.  want- 

ing in  H. ),  6  Dec. 
Miracula  eius 

85  St  Lucie,  13  Dec 

86  St   Thome   ap.    (beg. 

wanting  in  C.  C.  C. ),  21 
Dec. 


MS.  ASHM.  coiUinvLcd.   |  MS.  STOWE  continued. 


61  St.  Jerom 

62  St,  Liger  (=  Land) 

63  St.    Frances   pe  frere 
menour  (=  Laud) 

64  St.  Fei  (=  Laud) 

65  St  Denys 

66  St  Michel  (2nd  part 

=  67  HarL ) 
(pe  rijte  put  &c.  om.) 

67  St  Luc 

68  St. Fredeswide (mOoit. 

N.  99),  19  Oct 

69  EUenejwusendvirgines 

70  St  Symon  &  St  Jude 


71  St.  Quintyn 

72  St   Albon  (=  47  H.) 

(om.  in  C.) 

73  AUe  halwen  day 

74  AUe  soulen  day 

75  iS*^.  Euatas  (shorter  text 

in  Ash.;,  20  Sept 

76  St    Leonard    (75,    76 

transp.  in  C.) 

77  St  Martin 

78  St.  Brice,  13  Nov. 

79  St  Edmond  jw  conf. 

80  St  Edmond  ))e  kyng 

81  St.  Cecile,  22  Nov. 

82  St  Clement 

88  St  Katerine 
84  St.  Andreu 


85  St  Nycholas 

86  Advent  (&  Life  of  St. 

Mary)  (om.  in  C.)  ' 

87  St.  Lucie 

88  St  Thomas  ))e  ap. 


>  Numbers  74  to  85  are  want- 
ing in  C.C.O. 


s  Ed.  in  AltongL  Leg.  1875, 
pp.  64  ff. 


2  St.  Jerom 

3  St.  Leger 

4  St.  Fi'uunceys 

5  St.  Fey 

6  St  Dionys 


7  St  Luce 

8  11,000  virgins 

9  St  Simon  &  St  Jude 

10  St  Quintin 

11  Omnium  Sanctorum 

12  Omnium  animarum 

13  iS'^.J^iiJ^  (longer  text) 


14  St  Martin 

15  St.  Brice 

16  St  Edmond  con£ 

17  St  Edmond  \fe  king 

18  St.  Cecile 

19  St  Clement 

20  St  Eaterine 

21  St  Andreas 


22  St  Nicolaus 


23  St  Lucie 

24  St  Thomas  ap. 

25  Concepeio St.  Marie {^t 

^e   prophetes    tolden 
whyle) 

26  Natimt€U  Jhesu  Chriati 

(Yre  leuedy  aeide  l^at 
tyme  it  was) 
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87  St.  Anastasio,  25  Dec. 

88  St.  Srephani,  26  Dec. 

89  St.  Johanis  Ev.,  27  Dec. 
Mimcula  eins 


90  St.  Thome  mart.  Cant., 

29  Dec. 

91  &    92    Malcdictorum 
Jude  &  Pilati 

(Appendc<l  in  C.C.C.  by  a 
later  hand : 
St.  Guthlao  11  April) 


MS.  ASHM.  eontimicd.    \  MS.  STOWE  continued. 

27  Concepcio    (Wollo     je 
nou^)  ^ 


28  St  Stephan 

29  St  Johaunis  cv. 


30  St  Thomas  Beket 

31  St,  EgxDyn(d.  Eg.) 

32  St  Frideswide  (text 

differs  from  Ash.) 

33  St   Fekmund  (in  no 

other  MS.),  11  May 

34  St.  Pctromlle  (F^.) 

35  Moyscs  rf^  10  precept  uty 

imperfect  (jMirt  of  Old 
Test) 

1  25-7  are  partu  of  No.  1  In 
Eg.  and  Voni. :  27  contiins 
how  that  festival  was  inMti> 
tuted  by  William  the  Ck>u- 
quoror. 


89  St  Anaatace 

90  St  Steiieno 

91  Ion  \>c  eu. 

92  St  Oswold  t>e  holi 
kyiig  (om.  in  C. ) 

93  St  Thomas  Beket 

94  St.  Edward  \fe  gode 
ki/ugy  5  Jan.,  al.  13 
Oct. 

[MS.  Cotton  Jul  D  IX 
adds  after  Thomas 
Beket : 

95  St.JEgwim{c{.EgQn.) 

96  SLSilu€8tre{c{:L&ud), 
31  Dec. 

97  St.AilbrimctEjreTt.) 
(the  same  text  in  72, 
instead  of  Albon) 

98  St  loNAS,  1  Febr.,  al 
17  Oct 

99  St.  FrideswUhe  (Ash. 
68) 

100  pe  ri3tc  putte  of  helle 
(om.  in  Ash. ) 

101  St.  Edward  \>c  godc 
kyng  (=  Ash.  94) 

102  St.  Gutlac  (append,  in 
Corp.  Chr.  CoU.) 

103—106    Miracnla    Ste. 
Marie  (om.  in  Ash.) 
107  Theofle  (om.  in  Ash.) 
Cott.  a(Kls  besid'S — 

St.  Jakes  after  Kater- 

ine  83,  27  Nov. 
St.  Birin,  after  An- 
drou  84,  8  Dec] 

Later  MSS.  containing  the  Items  of  MS.  Harl.  in  tlie  same  order  :  * 

MS.  Addit.  10301  (c.  1380),  imperfect  at  the  end,  from  v.  12  of  po  njte  put 
of  helle  (8  part  of  St.  Michael) ;  it  omits  the  Passion. 

MS.  Tnn.  Coll.,  Oxford  57  (c.  1380).  wants  the  first  leaves  till  the  middle  of 
St  Edward  (Harl.  23) ;  ends  with  St.  Thomas  ap.  (omitting  Anastasia,  Stepban, 
Johannes  ap.,  Thomas  Beket) ;  it  has  the  Passion  (but  without  the  first  days 
of  Passion  week) ;  Judas  and  Pilate  are  inserted  after  the  Passion.  It  adds 
Birinus  (after  Andreas),  and  (after  Katorine)  Alexius  in  dififerent  metre  (2nd 
text ;  same  text  in  Laud  L  70). 

MS.  Jjaud  L  70,  complete ;  has  the  Passion,  and  Judas  and  Pilate  inserted 
after  the  Passion  (as  in  Trin.  Coll.,  Oxf.);  it  adds  (after  Katerinc)  Aicciiis 
(same  text  in  Trin.  Coll.,  Oxf.),  and  Celrslyn  (ditf.  metre,  c(L  Anglia  I,  1) ; 
Birin  (after  Andreu),  In  principio  in  cngliush  (after  Steuene). 

MS.  Tanner,  Oxford,  17,  a  fragment,  containing  only  the  first  44  Items  of 
MS.  Harl.,  till  St  Austyn,  v.  66  ;  it  has  the  Passion  &c.,  but  inserts  Lctonia 
(after  the  Resurrection),  and  Judas  and  PiUte,  as  in  Trin.  Coll.,  Oxf. 

*  I  have  not  yet  seon  MS.  Philips  8253  (Chcltonliam),  which  also  contains  the  name 
collection. 
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III.    MS.  EGERTON  1093  (c.  1320), 
the  scptenaries  mostly  shortened  to  alexandrines  ;  begins  witli  St.  Audre\y. 


1  a.  Old  Testament^  ">  .  « 
h.  Life  of  Christ  (abr. )  [  g  1 
c.  Passion  (different  fi-om  H.)  J  ^  & 

2  AdvnU   (v.    1—278   =  Ashrn.)   k 

Christmas  gospels  ' 
8  Prologus 

4  St  Andreu,  80  Nov. 

5  St.  Nicholas 

6  St  Lucie 

7  St  Thomas  ))e  ap. 

8  St.  Steuene 

9  St  Ion  ])ovang. 
10  St.  Thomas  Bekct 
1  ]  Jeres  day 

12  Twelf>e  day 

13  St  Hillari 

14  St  Wolston 

15  St  Fabian 

16  St.  Sebastian 

17  St  Agnes 

18  St.  Vincent 

19  St  Julian  )>e  conf. 

20  St  Julian  J^e  gode  herbigcr 

21  St  Bride  \ 

22  St  Bhise 

23  St  Agace 

24  St.  Scolace 

25  St  Valentin 

26  St  Juliane 

27  St  Mathci 

28  St  Oswold 

29  St  Chadde 

80  St  Gregori 

81  St  I/ongcs 

82  St  Patrik 

83  St  Cutbcrt 

84  8t  Iknet 

85  St  Maridai  in  leute 

86  Festes  meble 

87  Lcinte 

88  pe  holi  fcste  of  Hester 

89  St  Marie  egipciak 

40  St  Alfe 

41  St  George 

42  St  Marc 

43  Lctanie 


44  pe  foste  of  )'e  rouisouns 

45  St.  Peres  ]»  frere  pi-echour 

46  St  Phelip  & 

47  St  Jacob 

48  Legend  of  the  Cross  : 
Inrention,  Exaltation,  &  St  Quiriac 

49  St  Dunston 

50  St  AiLBRijT,  20  May 

51  St  Aldelm 

52  St  Austin 

53  St  PuRNELB  >e  holi  maiih*,  31  May 

54  St.  Bamabe 

55  St  Eadborw  J»  holi  maide,  15  Jnno 

56  St  BoTULF  \t%  holi  monk,  17  June 

57  St  Albon 

58  St  Aeldri  of  Eli,  28  Juno 

59  St  Ion  );e  baptist 

60  St.  Peter 

61  St  Poul 

62  St  Swi])han 

63  St  MiLDRiDE  \>e  holi  ma'de,  20  Feb. 

64  St  Kenelm 

65  St  Margarete 

66  St  Mari  Magdalein 

67  St.  Ciistino 

68  St  Jame  pe  ap. 

69  St  Cristofore 

70  Senen  slcpares  (=:  Ash.) 

71  St.  Martha 

72  St.  Jtistine  (=  Ash.) 
78  St.  Ihminie  {=  Laud) 

74  St  Oswald  f>e  holi  king 

75  St.  lauerence 

76  St.  Ypolit 

77  Assunipcion 

78  St.  Barthlome 

79  St  Giles 

80  St  Egwine,  11  Jan. 

81  St  Mathou 

82  St  Michel  |)e  archangel  (all  3  parts 

ind.  \tQ  lijte  put,  &c.) 

83  St.  Jerom 

84  St.  Legcr 

85  St.  Franceia  (imperf.) 

(The  rest  is  wanting  in  the  MS.) 


1  It  contains :  Creation,  Adam  and  Eve,  Cayn,  Seth,  Noo  and  the  Flood,  Abraham, 
iHaiic.  Jacob,  Joseph.  MoiHe»  (his  birth,  exodns,  ten  command mentji,  prescriptions,  his 
death),  Samson,  SHtil,  David,  Salomon,  Jeroboam,  Elias,  Elisaeus,  Daniel,  and  Abacuc. 
llien  follows  Zacharias  and  EHisabeth. 

«  Ed.  in  Altcngl.  Leg.  1875,  p  C5  ff. 
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LATER  31 SS.,   COMBINING   THE  DIFFERENT  VERSIONS. 

1.  MS.  VERNON  (c.  1380), 
contains  texts  from  all  the  older  versions. 


1  OM  Testament  &  birth  &c.  of  Christ  * 

(cf.  Et.  1) 

2  Prologus  (>at  ]«  martircs  ben  godes 

knytes) 

3  Of  fie  nywe  Jeres  day 

4  Of  ))e  Eniphanye 

5  Of  St.  Hyller 

6  Of  St.  Wolston 

7  Of  St.  Edward  ))e  kyng 

(hou  willyam  |?e  Bastard  conouerede 
engelond  and  slow  ))e  false  harald) 

8  OiSt.  Fahyan  and  Sebastian  (Laud 

9  Of  St  Anneys  [text) 

10  Of  St  Vincent 

11  Of  St.  Jnlyau  bon  hostel 

12  Of  St  Blase 

13  Of  St  Agatho 

14  Of  St  S«;olastica 

15  Of  St  Valentyn 

16  Of  St  Julynn(e)  virg. 

17  Of  St  Mathie  >e  ap. 

18  Of  St  Longyne 

19  Of  St.  Edward  kyng  and  martir 

20  Of  St  Cutberth 

21  Of  St  Benet  (different  text) 

22  Of  St  Julyan 

23  Of  SL  Brigide  virg.  (Land  text) 

24  Of  St  Oswold  (bishop) 

25  Of  St  Ceadde 

26  Of  St  Marye  Egypcian  (&  Zozymc) 

27  Of  ])e  feste  of  J)e  Anunciaciouu 

28  Of  )>e  festes  ))at  ben  meoble  in  holi- 

churche 

29  Of  lente  and  of  fastynge,  of  schryft 

ant  hou  a  man  schal  schryue  liym 

30  Of  )>e  feste  of  pascha 

31  Of  ]>e  ascensioim 

32  Of  ])e  lotanie 

33  Passion  (=  Harl.) 

84  Of  St  Alphegi 

85  Of  St  George 

86  Of  St  Marc>eev. 

87  Of  St  Petre  of  precheres  oi*dre 

38  Of  Sts.  Phelip  and  Jacob  apostles 

39  hou  l)e  holy  cros  was  vfounde 

40  Of  St  Quiriac  ;  jy  t  of  Jh3  cros 
Miracles  of  )>e  holy  cros 


41  Of  St  Donston 

42  Of  St  Aldelm 

43  Of  St  Austvn 

44  OiSt.  Panidfo(=  Eg.) 

45  Of  St.  Bamabo  )>e  ap. 

46  Of  St.  Edhurgh  (=  Eg.) 

47  Of  St  Albon 

48  Of  St,  AcUyriih  kyng  (:=  Eg.) 
4'»  O^St.  Etheldrede  virg.  (=  Eg.) 

50  OiSL  BUu1f{^  Eg.l 

51  Of  St  Patryk  (of  St  Patrikes  pur- 
gatorie) 

52  Of  St  Ihon  )>e  baptist 

53  Of  St  Petre  }>eap.,  &c. 

54  Of  St  Poul  Jwap. 

55  Of  St  Atuelwold,  1  Aug. 

56  Of  St  Swy  thoyn 

57  Of  St.  Kenelm  kyng  and  martir 
(diff.  text) 

58  Of  St.  Margarete 
69  Of  St.  Marie  Magdeleyn 

60  OiSt.  M\ldrcd6{=^  Eg.) 

61  Of  St.  Cristyne 

62  Of  St  Jamel^ap. 

63  (Of  St,  Alex,  in  diff.  metre,  1st 
text  ^  Laud) 

64  (Of  St,  Gregory,  in  diff.  metre) « 

65  Of  l)e  acuen  Shpcrcs  (=  Ash.) 

66  Of  St,  Dominik 

67  Of  St  Oswold  (king) 

68  Of  St  Cristofore 

69  Of  St  Laurence 

70  Of  ^^.  Vpolite 

71  Of  \>e  Aasumpcioun  of  vre  lady 

72  Of  St  Bartholomeu  )>e  ap. 
78  Of  St  Gyle 

74  Of-S'^.  Egwyn  (=  Eg.) 

75  Of  St.  Matheu  ap.  and  ev. 

76  Of  St  Michel  archangel  and  )>e 
batayle  bytwene  St.  M.  and  )« 
deuel  (2  first  parts) 

(pe  ri)te  put  om.  here,  but  follows 
in  a  later  part  of  MS.  Vernon) 

77  Of  St.  Jerom 

78  Of  St.  Justyne  (and  St    CJiprian) 

79  Of  St,  Leger  [(=  Ash.) 

80  Of*Sf^.  Frauneeys 

1  After  the  Old  Testament  (=  Eg.)  follows  :  )>at  alle  prophetes  prophededen  of  Crist,  Of 
be  feste  of  )>e  conoepcion  of  vre  lady,  of  Joachim  and  Anna  ...  Of  be  Nativite  of  m  ladv,  and 
hou  she  was  offrod  in  be  temple,  hou  vre  lady  ladde  heore  lyi  in  pe  temple,  hou  vre  laay  waa 
wedded  to  Joseph,  de  legacione  Oabrielis  and  incamacione  Ihesu  Cristi,  nou  Joseph  wolde 
ha  forsake  vre  lady,  Of  pe  natiuite  of  vr  lord  Ihesu  Crist,  of  his  circumci>ion.  hou  he  was 
offred  in  pe  temple  to  Symeon,  hou  he  was  baptised,  of  pe  sorwe  )>at  vre  lady  hadde  when  heo 
say  hir  sone  on  pe  cros,  hou  cri-st  on  pe  cros  bytok  hys  moder  to  h.  Ion  to  kepe  (cf .  the  Index). 

'  Alexius  and  Orogorius  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  collection;  Oregorius  is  the 
medieval  QSdipus,  the  offspring  of  an  incestuous  love,  who  married  his  mother.  The  poem 
(extant  also  in  MS.  Aueh.  and  M&  Cott.  Cleop.  D IX)  was  published  in  Herrig's  Archiv,  1870. 
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81  Of  St.  Denys 

82  Of  St.  Luc  |)e  ev. 

83  Of  cnlcueiio  ])ousand  maydencs 

84  Of  Sis.  Symouud  and  Jude 

85  Of  alle  halewcn 

86  Of  alle  soiilen  day 

87  Of  St.  Mailin  \>e  bysshop 

88  or  St.  Brys  {=Aah.) 

89  Of  St.  Edmund  (conf.) 

90  Of  St.  Edmund  pa  kyng 

91  Of  St.  Crcitc  virgyne  (-=  Ash.) 

92  Of  St  Clement  )>e  po])e  and  martyr 

93  Of  St  Kateryne 

94  Of  St.  Andrewe  \>q  ap, 

95  Of  St  Nicholas 

96  Of  St  Lucye 

97  Of  St  Marthe  (and  Frontoun) 

98  Of  St  Thomas  ap. 

99  Of  St  Steuene  furste  martyr 


100  Of  St  Ihon  \>e  evang. 

101  Of  St   Thomas  ercnebisschop  of 

Canterbury  (imperfect  at  the  end) 
[The    following   items   are  only  con- 
tained in  the  Index,  but  are  lost  in 
the  MS. 

102  Of  St  Siluestre  pape 
108  Of  St  Bi-endan 

104  Of  St.  Lrgcr{\,  cf.  79) 

105  Of  St.  Fey 

106  Of  St  Quiutyn 

107  Of  St.  Frc\>eicyde  virgyne 

108  Of  St  Leonard  abbot 
de  Jacobo  irUerciso,  27  Nov.  (cf. 

Cott  Jul.) 

0/  Kyng  Offe,  Cf  Fr.imiiid  kyvg 
(=  MS.  Stowo  33) 

111  Of  kyv^  Fthelhryth  (=  N  48) 

112  Of  St  Anastase] 


109 
110 


2.   MS.  LAMBETH  223  (c.  1400) 
containing  texts  peculiar  to  Laud  and  Vernon. 


cf.  Eg.  1, 
^Veni.  1. 


(A  Tcmporale)  : 
a    Festes  meuable : 
Scptuagesima 
Lcnton 
Aster 

Holy  poresday 
lietanye 
M  Old  Testament  (cf.  Eg.,  Vem.) 
2  Fifteen  tokens  (from   the  Life  of 

Christ) 
8  Concepcio  see  Marie  (foundation  of 
the  day)  (=  Vern.) 

4  Joachim  k  Anna 
Vita  b.  Marie 
Concepcio  Christ i 
Natiuitas  Ihesu  Christ i 
Puriiicacio  b.  Marie 
Pueritia  domiui 

5  Assumpcio  h.  Marir  (new  ;   based 

on  the  old  short-line  poem  of  that 
name) 
(Passion  omitted) 

(B  Sanctorale) : 

1  Banna  (Prologue) 

2  ^eres  day 

3  Twclflwday 

4  St.  llillario 

5  St  Wolstan 

6  St.  Fabian  (Laud  (cxt)  and 

7  St  Sebastian 

8  St  Agnes 

9  St.  Vincent 

10  St.  Poule  (Conversio  Pauli,   Laud 
text) 


11  St  Julyan  conf. 

12  St  Julyan  herbcriour 

13  St.  Bride  (Laud  text) 

14  St  Blase 

15  St  Agas 

(Scolastica  and  Valentin  ora.) 

16  St.  Juliane 

17  St  Mathie  ap. 

18  St  Oswald 

19  St  Chadde 

20  St.  Gregorye  conf. 
(Longius  om.) 

21  St  Patryk 

22  St.  Edward  mart. 

23  St  Cuthbert 

24  St.  Bcnet  (short  Vcm.-t.) 

25  St.  Marie  Egipcian 
(Alphegi  om. ) 

26  St  George 

27  St  Marke 
(Petri  fratris  om.) 

28  St  Philip  &  St  Jacob 

29  De  cruce :  Invencio,  k 

30  St.  Quiriak,  k 

31  St.  Elyn  (new)  3  May 

32  St  Jon  Evang.  (=  H.  89) 

33  St  Brendan 

34  St  Dunstan 
(Aldhelm,  Austin  om.) 

35  St  Barnabe 
(Theophilus  om. ) 

36  St  Alban 
(John  bapt  om.) 

37  St.  Petre  ap. 
(Paul,  Swithin  om.) 
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38 
39 
40 

41 
42 

43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

48 
49 
50 

51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 


St.  Keiit'lmc  (short  Vem.-t) 
St.  Margarete 

Sf,  Marie Maudclayn  (old  Laud  text) 
(Cristine  om.) 
St.  Jame  ap. 
St.  Cii8toph(r)e 
(Martha,  Oswald  om.) 
St.  Athelwolde  (=  Vcruon) 
St,  Dominik 
St  Laurence 
St.  Ypolyte 
St.  Bartholmeu 
(Egidius  om.) 

Exaltacio  crucis  (with  miracles) 
St.  Matheu  ap. 

St.  Mighel  (all  3  parts,  including  |)c 
rijte  put) 
St  Jerome 
St.  Legcr 
St.  Fraunces 
St.  Fey 
St.  Denys 
St  Luke  ev. 


(11,000  virg.  om.) 

57  St  Symond  k  St  Jude 

58  St  Quintyn 

59  AUe  halweu  day 

60  Alle  sowlen  day 

61  St  Leonarde 

62  St.  Martyn 

63  St.  Brice  (=  Ash.) 

64  St.  Edmoud  conf. 

65  St  Edmond  kyng 

66  St.  Cecile{==  Ash.) 

67  St  Clement 

68  St.  Kateryne 
06  St.  Andrewe 

70  St  Nicolas 

71  St  Lucie 

72  St  Thomas  ap. 
(Anastasie  om.) 

73  St  Steven 

74  St.  Thomas  Cantnar. 

75  St.  Siluestre  (=  Uud) 

76  St.  Eiisias 
(Judas,  Pilate  om.) 


8.   MS.  TRIN.  COLL.,  Cambr.,  R.  3,  25  (c.  1400) 
(order  frequently  destroyed  in  the  latter  half). 


1  Old  Testament,  and 
Salutacio  Marie  (birth  of  Christ) 

2  Banna  sanctorum  (Prologue) 

3  ^eresday 

4  Twelf)>e  day 

5  St  Hillary 

6  St  Wolston 

7  St  Fabian 

8  St.  Sebastian 

9  St  Agnes 

10  St  Vincent 

11  St.  Julian  conf. 

12  St  Julian  hosp. 

13  St  Bryde 

14  Candelmasae  (new) 

15  St  Bles 

16  St  Agatha 

17  St  Scolace 

18  St.  Valentyn 

19  St  Juliane 

20  St  Mathi 

21  St  Oswold 

22  St  Chadde 

23  St.  Gregory 

24  St.  Longius  (see  61) 

25  St  Cutbert 

26  St  Benet 

27  Marie  day  in  \>q  lente 

28  Festes  meble 
(29)  Lente 

30  Ester 


31  St.  Marie  egypcian 

32  St  Alphe 

33  St  George 

34  St  Mark 

35  Lctania 

36  St.  Peres  )»  frere  prechour 

37  St  PheUp  k  St  Jacob 

38  St  Dunston 

39  St  Aldelmo 

40  St  Theofle  (without  the  miracles  of 

St  Mary,  see  97,  103) 

41  St.  Botolf(^  Eg.) 

42  St.  Kenelm 

43  St.  Cristofre 

44  Seuesleperes  (=  Ash.) 

45  St  Gile 

46  St  Martha 

47  St  Mychel  (all  3  parts,  including 

\te  rijte  put) 

48  St.  Fey 

49  St  Denys 

50  St  Luo 

51  pe  holy  rode  (all  parts),  & 

52  St  Quiriac 

53  Assumpcio  Marie 

54  St.  Bartholome 

55  St.  John  Euang. 

56  St.  Jon  Bapt 

57  St  Petir 

58  St  Poule 

59  St  Nycolas 


Xll  LIST  OF   GONTBNTa   C 

0  St.  AnJni 

1  St.  Longiiu  [repeated,  aee  24) 

2  St.  Auatyn 

3  St.  D&mabe 
i  Bt  Albon 

5  St.  Mursaret 

6  St,MarteMa(iiialcin{M'Uinit^xt) 

7  St.  Jeme  sp. 

8  SI.  jitdwold  (see  69 ;  cf.  Tem.) 

9  SL  PominHu 

0  St  lAunnce 

1  Si.  Tmtyt 

2  8t  Mathen 

3  St  Jerome 

4  Si.  Lager 

6  S(.  Framuxi 

6  at.  Entlaa 

7  St.  Edmund  conf. 

B  St.  Bryet{=  Aali.) 
9  St.  Bdmnod  kyog 

0  St.  Criitbe 

1  St.  OscilU  (=  Aah.) 

2  St.  Kateryne 

3  St.  Lucie 

i  9t  Thomas  ap. 

5  St.  Steueuo 

a  Innneenta      1 

7  Pn^r  domini  F  parts  of  Chriatmaa 

''   "piyhania     I     poem  in  Eg.  2 
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SO  Piutio  k 

n  JUaurrcfiio 

62  XVlotnes  {=  Lamb.  Temr 

93  St  Thomaa  Beket 

94  St  Brandan 

95  St  Patrik 

9S  St  Edvard  mart 

97  Hii-aculum  St«  Marie  (see  4 

98  St  Swy|>yn 

99  St.  jfiielicold  (repeat«d  froin 

100  St  Leonard 

101  St.  Msityn 

102  St.  element 

103  2  Miracnla  de  a.  Maria  (a.  4 

104  SI.  j'r«|itwwtni£  (=  Aali.) 

106  EUeue  |)0U9eud  Tirginoa 

105  St  SytDonftSt  Jude 

107  8t.  Qujntjn 

108  St.  Albiyit(,=  Eg.) 

109  A  lie  hal  Irene  day 

110  AUesBulendaj 

111  SI.  Beryn 

112  Coneeplio  b.  Marie  (new) 

113  St.  Siluestcr 

114  Paier  notUr   (froni   the   T. 

Christ) 

115  Judas 
lie  Pilatos 


9  Furificacio 


H8.  BODL.  779  (XV  cent). 
I^taat  Version,  containing  a  great  many  n 


V  additions. 


t 


1  8t  lirandan 
S  St  Paterio 

3  St  Cristine 

4  St.  OsH'oId  I*  king 

5  )enis  day 

8  pe  birji  of  Crist  1 

7  pe  gosptl  qf  SI.  John  (In  principio 
S  pe  masion  of  oure  lord  [new 

e  St  TomasofCuuntiibeiy 

0  St.  Mychet  In  arcaitiigil,  2  pni-ta, 
(perijt  put  of  helleoin.) 

1  Alle  hnlwcn  dny 

2  Alle  Muten  day 

3  St  Blase 

4  St  OswoW  t>e  bjsscliop 

5  St  WoUton 

6  St.  Eileward  ]ie  ;ong':  king 

7  St,  Alphe 

S  St.  Donston 

9  St.  Aldelnia 
0  St  Austin 


22  St  Swithin 

23  St.  Leonard 
34  St  Martin 

25  St.  Edemond  )>e  comfessour 

26  St.  Edemond  |>c  king 

27  St.  Clement 

28  St  Katerino 

29  SI.  jnix  )M  inarUr  (=  Cott.  J 

30  St  Andreu 

31  St  Nycolas 

32  St.  Ciiatofre 

33  pe  seue  sleperis  (-.=  Ash.) 

34  St.  Felip  fe  a(.ostil 
.15  St.  Jacoh  l>e  npostil 
86  St.  Foul 

37  St  Julian  pe  herbcrgci 

38  St.  Bryde 

39  St.  Auueys 

40  Illary 

4!  St-  rahvan 

42  St  Bastinn 

43  St.  Vincent 


■  Tliio 


a  lurt  ol  tlio  Clitlittuu  iioem  in  Egcrt.  i,  t.  4gi-M«. 
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44  St.  Cotbcrt 

45  St.  Benet 

46  St  Mariday  in  Iciite 

47  Desciiiiing  of  )>e  fyuo  Testis  (mov.) 

48  St.  Mary  gipcien 

49  St  Jorge 

50  St.  Mark 

51  St.  Petir  l>e  frere  prechour 

52  (Of  )»e  holy  cross) : 

j)Q  ginnyug  of  J)3  holy  rode 
be  nudinge  of  Jm  ]>re  rod  is 
noly  rodsi-day  in  soniyr 

53  St  Julian  |)e  conf. 

54  St  Gregori 

55  St  Laurens 

56  St  Ipolit 

57  pe  (as)sompciDU  of  oiire  lady 

58  St  Birtilmeu3 

59  St  Gilis 

60  St  Justine  (and  Ciprian) 

61  St.  Qoodlac  (=  Cott  Jul.) 

62  St  Eustas  and  his  felawLs 

63  St  Domenyk 

64  St  Matheu 

.65  pe  ascensioun  of  oure  lonl  ^ 

66  pa  hyje  feste  of  wbitsone  tyd  * 

67  pe  fcst-e  of  corpus  day  cri'<ti/ 

68  Si.  Frauncejis  (new  text) 

69  St.  Fey  (new  text) 

70  St.  Denys 

71  St.  Nyeasye  and  his  ttcey  fclawis, 

14  Dec. 

72  St.  Caui(m{CAnxiua)\>epop,UOiii. 

73  St.  yone/redcpeholyvcrgiHCyS'Sov. 

74  St  Luuk 

75  St.  lllarion  Ix?  Iioly  moiik,  21  Oct. 

76  St.  Crissannt  and  D.irye,  25  Oct. 

77  KUeue  l>ousend  uirgiiiis 

78  St.  Crispin  and  Crispinyan,  25  Oct 

79  St.  Euarutt  \>c  pope,  26  Oct 

80  St.  Symon  and  St  Judo 

81  St.  Finnyn  \fe  hysschop,  25  Sept 

82  St.  Vital  ]>e  martcr,  4  Nov. 

83  St  Adelme 

(84  St.  Mergrete  \>e  holy  vergyne  (old 
*  ])ocm  in  4  lined  stanzas,  siinc  text 
as  in  Hickes  thes.  1,  224) 

85  St.  Osurin  pe  king,  20  Aug. 

86  St  Ihon  >e  bai>t 

87  St.  Ihon  and  Pout  twey  hrcpcrin  of 

Koine,  26  June 

88  St.  Lyon  (11)  \>e  pope  \>s  ^onge,  28 

Juno 

89  St.   Marious   (al.    Maris)   and  lis 

fclawis,  19  Jan. 

90  St  Petir  ^e  ap. 


91  St  Albon 

92  St.  Illnrin  (al.  Silverius)  ^e  pope, 
20  June 

93  St.  Paulin  (aL  Paul)  \te  ennytt^  15 
Jan. 

94  St.  Siluestir  pe  pope  (new  text) 

95  St.  Itemygy  pe  byschop,  1  Oct. 

96  St.  Anyceih  pe  pope,  17  April 

97  jS^^  Soiher  pe  pop^.,  22  April 

98  St.  Gay  (Cajus)  pe  holy  pop.\  22 
April 

99  St.  EmeHnciane  pe  holy  vergiue,  23 
Jan. 

100  St.  Igin  (Hyg'nus)  pe  pope,  11  Jan. 

101  St.  Mckhiades  \epnp-^  10  Dec. 

102  St.  Damas  pe  jxtpe,  11  Dec. 
108  St.  Satumyni:  Cisin  Ilmarterus, 

29  Nov. 

104  pe  Jioly  pope  Inoccnt  ( I,  402—41 7), 
28  July 

105  St.  Feix  (II)  |ie  pope,  21  Nov. 

106  St.    Simplyse    and    Fanstine    II 
inarteniSy  29  Ju'y 

107  St.  Abilon  and  Cennen    II  holy 
mart.,  30  July 

108  St.  Jennan  pe  holy  hysscliop,  26 
July 

109  St  (A)thelwold  pe  bysschop  (cf. 
Vern.) 

110  St  Martha 

111  pe  concepsiun  of  oure  ladi  {\ysivi 

112  St  Lusyje  [of  Vcrn.  1) 

113  St  Tonias  p*^  ap. 

114  pe  hxTpQ  of  oure  lonl  ihe  lis' 

115  St.  Anastas  pQ  verg. 

116  St.  Steuene 

117  St.  Ihon  pe  wanqclist 
l\^  Of  pe  holi  fcste  of  inoccn*  (diff. 

metre) 
,;^119  St  Mary  Maudelen 

120  St.  Bcrryn  pe  conf  (=  Cott  Jul.) 

121  St  Anne  oure  lady  modur' 

122  St.  Leger 

123  St  Edeward  pe  kyng 

124  St.  Etheldrede  (=  Eg.) 

125  St  Fryswyde 

126  St  Edeborowj  (=  Eg.) 

127  St.  Quintyn 

128  St.  Quircak 

129  St  Bryse 

130  St  Sissile  virg. 

131  OfBarlaam  andJosaphU,^  27  Nov. 

132  St  Myldrede  (=  Eg.) 

133  St.  Biurnabe 

134  St  Pcrnell(=  Eg.) 

135  St  Botolire(=  Eg.) 


'  05-60  urc  aeimratcd  fnini  tho  Pft«Hion  N.  8. 

2  V.  1— 110  from  Ek.  1 :  v.  110—200  ^  Eg.  2.  WO— 707  (but  ouly  hi  \xixi). 

'        Eff.  2,  V.  1.W— 273. 

*  Ed.  ill  Alt«ugL  Leg  1S75. 
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MS.  Kiug's  Call  Cambr.  15  (c.  13S0),  conUitis  oo  tlie  first  48  fo] 
Marie  da;  in  Lcote,  FesUd  moouableii,  Lryute,  Passion  anil  Kesurrectioii, 
ntaCt  (suuo  oMer  in  MS.  Trin.  Coll.,  Oxf.),  St  Marie  Egipciab,  Ali>he,  • 
DunstoQ,  Adelme,  Auatyn. 

MS.  Adilit.  Il>e28  (c.  1380,  perhaps  writteo  by  llie  scribe  of  Addit 
8  foli.,  contains  tlie  latter  part  of  St.  Oawold,  St.  AdelaoltU  {-  Venn 
SI  Egicyn  {imperf,  ftt  the  end),  St.  EiuUa  (only  the  last  pail),  fragn 
biHh  of  ChrUt. 

MS.  Harl.  2250  cootains  (after  a  Tempnrale  in  dilferent  metre); 
Martiuo,  (Erkeniralde,  alliter.  poem),  dc  i.  Jrthanne  BaptUla  {incJud 
birlh  of  St.  John),  ds  a.  Albano,  de  a.  Juliano  coiif,,  de  B.  Jiilisno  bosp 
Cnieo  {with  St.  Quiriac,  and  5!.  Elayn^).    It  is  written  in  the  Horthem  ■ 

MS.  St.  John's  Coll.  Cambr.  B  B,  containa  only  the  TemporaU,  bi 
coniplcle,  and  is  the  only  MS.  which  has  it  complete.     It  contama : 

1.  Old  Testament  (from  Adam  to  Abacnc). 

2.  11.  Advent  nmi  Christmas  series  :  Joachim  and  Anna,  Conception  of 

her  olTcring,  and  early  life  in  the  Temple,  her  marriage,  Annunr 
^acharias  nod  Elizabeth,  birth  of  St.  John  bapt.  ;  Mary's  trial  bel 
liisliop ;   Exiit  edictum,  birth  of  Chri-,t,  Tebel  end  Salome,  toll 


from  Egypt ;  Jesus  teaches  in  the  Temple. 
i.  The  whole  after.life  of  Christ  after  the  gospels  and  Sunday  lessoi 

ef  which  (from  Marc.  7,  31)  U  extant  in  the  fragment  (N.  8) 

Und  108  ;  the  other  MS3,  omit  all  thia  part 
e.  Passion,  Besairection,  the  10  apparitions,  AaccnaioD,  Sending  of  t! 

f;hast    After  which  follows 

»t  Longios  (in  the  Uit  of  HS.  Harl) ;  Pilate  { =  Harl.  ;  Judas  is 

Descensus  ad  inferos  (from  the  Evang.  Nicodemi),  Destruction  of  Jer 
3.  Festea  meble :  Septuag.,  Leuton  (Jejilnium,  Coufc^sio),  Ester,  Holy 

day,  Letania. 

Other  MSS.  contain  single  pieces  :  MS.  Auchinl.  (c.  1300)  has  :  Joach 
Anna  and  the  other  Advent  stories,  imperfect  at  the  cod  (it  breaks  off  at 
be-nj:  camforted  by  the  angel) ;  MS.  Cott.  Calig.  A  2  contains  St.  Jerom  (t 
■nd  St,  Eiatm  (fol.  187;  imperf.  at  the  end);  MS.  Hatl.  4012:  St 
(Joachim  tc  Anna)  with  different  text,  and  St.  Patrik  (in  which  the  loi 
are  formed  into  half-lines)  ;  MS.  Bedford  :  )«  rijie  put  of  helle  (3rd  par 
Micbuel),  with  an  introduction  ;  MS.  Royat  17  C  xvii :  St  Mary  Eg)'! 
Magdalen  ;  MS.  Cott.  Cleop.  D  IX  :  St.  John  Er.  (only  the  last  8  vv.^ ' 
Bekct.  Theophte,  and  Cecile. 

The  first  printed  text  is  contained  in  The  blstorie  of  that  most  famov 
■nd  Soldier  of  Jesu  Christ,  St  George  of  Cappndocie,  by  Peter  Hoylyn,  : 
London,  1838,  2  vol.,  which  contains  the  life  of  St,  George  from  our  Coll 
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SUMMARY 

By  W.  BAYNE  (St.  Akdbew'b  University). 

PAOI8 

1 0.  The  Holy  Rood.  The  Emperor  Constantine  sent  his  mother  Helena  I  —19 
to  Jerusalem  to  enquire  about  the  Holy  rood  (5).  When  she  came 
to  Jerusalem,  a  Jew,  named  Judas,  told  her  that  his  grandfather 
Zachaeus  had  taken  part  in  burying  the  rood  on  the  hill  of  Calvary 
(24).  The  queen  then  announced  to  the  people  assembled  that  they 
must  bring  her  the  rood  on  penalty  of  beiDg  burned.  But  they 
made  an  outcry,  declaring  that  Judas  was  really  the  person  to  be 
treated  with.  Judas  was  seized  by  the  queen's  orders,  and  the  rest 
were  allowed  to  go  (50).  On  refusing  to  give  information,  he  was 
thrown  into  prison,  and  lay  there  seven  days  without  meat  or  drink. 
On  the  seventh  day,  forced  by  hunger,  he  proceeded  to  the  spot 
mentioned  by  his  ancestor  as  the  place  where  the  cross  lay.  When 
they  reached  this  place  they  took  spade  and  shovel,  and  very  soon 
they  found  three  crosses — that  on  which  the  Saviour  was  put  to  death,  3 
and  those  of  the  two  thieves  (73,  76).  On  their  way  home,  they 
touched  the  dead  body  of  a  young  man  with  the  Holy  rood,  and  he 
came  to  life  (84).  The  devil  came  yelling  forth  from  the  body,  saying 
that  having  overcome  through  a  Judas,  by  a  Judas  he  is  overcome. 
Judas  became  a  Christian,  and  took  the  name  of  Quiriac  (113).  The 
queen  made  a  shrine  of  silver  and  gold,  and  precious  stones,  and 
placed  the  rood  therein  (116).  On  the  hill  of  Calvary  they  built  a 
noble  church  (117).  The  nails  of  the  cross  were  miraculously  found 
(124).  The  Holy  rood  was  found  on  the  3rd  of  May,  on  the  day 
called  Holy-rood  day.  Through  a  tree  were  we  at  first  lost,  and 
throu<>;h  a  tree  were  we  a»^in  brought  to  life.  Adam  had  one  request  6 
after  he  was  driven  from  Faradise,  that  in  due  time  the  Lord  might 
blot  out  his  sins  (145).  He  begged  his  son  Seth  that  he  would  go  to 
Paradise,  and  implore  pardon  tor  him  (167,  176).  Within  the  walls 
of  Paradise  Seth  saw  a  spot  with  beautiful  flowers  and  all  kinds  of 
fruit ;  near  this  was  a  well,  and  by  it  stood  the  tree  which  had  caused 
Adam  to  sin.  On  the  tree  he  saw  a  little  child :  that  child  was  the 
Son  of  God  (216).  An  angel  took  throe  kernels  from  the  tree,  and 
bade  Seth  place  them  under  his  father's  tongue,  and  notice  what  •" 
sprang  from  these  after  ho  was  buried  (217,  220).  Adam  was  buried 
in  the  valley  of  Hebron,  and  in  a  few  years  afterwards  three  small 
twigs  sprang  up.  Moses  found  the  three  trees  when  he  led  the  peopTet 
through  the  wilderness  (240).  They  stood  there  till  the  time  of  David, 
who  carried  them  to  Jerusalem,  and  set  them  in  a  reserved  place,  and  8 
built  a  wall  round  them  (252).  When  he  visited  them  next  day  they 
had  CTOwn  into  one  tree — tjrpical  of  the  Trinity  (256).  King  Solomon 
felled  the  tree  in  order  to  use  it  at  the  building  of  the  temple,  but  it 
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was  too  short  (281,  285).    It  was  being  used  as  a  bridge,  but  the  queen 
of  Saba  prevailed  on  Solomon  to  raise  it  from  that  position.     It  was  9 
then  removed,  and  buried  far  from  the  dwellings  of  men  (300).     A 
beautiful  well  sprang  on  the  spot  (304).    After  our  Lord  came  to  the 
earth  the  tree  floated,  and  the  Jews  used  it  as  the  cross  on  which  he 
was  put  to  death  (307,  312).     After  our  Saviour's  death,  the  cross  was 
buried  along  with  two  others,  and  there  lay  more  than  a  hdndred 
years  (318).    The  Emperor  Constantino  saw  a  vision  of  a  cross  in  the 
heavens,  on  it  written  the  words  "with  this  sign  thou  shalt  be 
conqueror.**    Thereupon  he  caused  a  cross  to  be  carried  by  his  troops 
in  place  of  a  banner  (345).     Saint  Quiriac  preached  the  gospel,  and 
the  Emperor  Julian  caused  his  right  hand  to  be  struck  off  (361). 
Finding  it  impossible  to  overcome  the  saint,  the  emperor  struck  him 
through  the  he€ut  with  his  sword  (388).    King  Chosroes  II.  took  part  13 
of  the  cross  to  Persia,  and  there  built  a  tower  of  precious  metals,  and 
set  up  himself  and  his  son  as  gods  (415,  418).    The  Emperor  Hera- 
clius  completely  defeated  their  army,  killing  the  king,  but  permitting 
the  son  to  be  baptized  (457).     The  holy  rood  which  he  found  there  he 
took  with  him  to  Jerusalem.    When  he  entered  the  gate,  an  angel 
appeared,  and  said  that  our  Lord  did  not  come  into  the  city  in  such 
pnde  (487].     Then  the  emperor  took  off  all  his  rich  clothing,  and  in 
tears  earned  the  cross  into  the  temple  (498).     Many  miracles  were 
wrought  that  day  through  the  virtue  of  the  cross;   the  dead  were 
brought  to  life;  the  lepers,  the  palsied,  and  the  blind  were  healed 
(513,  516).     In  the  land  of  Constantino  it  chanced  one  day  that  a  Jew 
smote  the  rood,  whereupon  blood  sprang  out  and  covered  him  (524). 
A  cross  which  belonged  to  a  Christian  man  in  Sicily,  having  been  16 
struck  by  some  Jews,  sent  forth  blood  (556).    A  Jew  who  had  come 
to  Bome  blessed  himself  before  he  lay  down  to  sleep,  and  by  this  act 
kept  off  devils,  who  sought  to  terrify  him  in  the  night  (573,  596).     A 
nun,  who  had  begun  to  eat  an  herb  without  blessing  it,  forthwith 
became  insensible  (600). 
11.  Life  of  St.  Dunstan.     Before  his  birth  Dunstan  worked  miracles,  19 — 24 
the  lights  in  the  church  on  one  occasion  having  been  miraculouslj 
put  out  and  lighted  while  his  mother  was  present  (1,  16).     In  his 
infancy  he  was  taken  to  Glastonbury  (21).     When  he  reached  man- 
hood he  went  to  his  uncle,  Aldhelm,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  by 
whom  he  was  shortly  afterwards  presented  to  King  Athelstane  (32). 
Froia  Athelstane  and  Edmund  he  received  the  gift  of  his  place  at  20 
Glastonbury  (40).     He  built  a  beautiful  abbey,  founded  an  order  of 
black  friars, — the  first  in  England, — and  assumed  the  office  of  abbot 
(41,  44).     King  Edwin  banished  Dunstan,  and  he  lived  at  the  abbey 
of  Saint  Amant  for  a  considerable  time  (59).     King  Edgar  having 
heard  of  Dunstan,  sent  a  messenger  asking  him  to  return,  and  ho 
came  back  to  England  (70).      He  was  thereafter  made  Bishop  of 
Worcester  (73).     He  also  received  the  bishopric  of  London,  and  the 
archbishopric  of  Canterbury  (87,  91).     He  maintained  Christianity  in  22 
England,  and  defended  the  rights  of  the  Church  (93).     Accompanied 
by  Athelwold,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Oswold,  Bishop  of  Wor- 
cester, he  made  journeys  through  the  dioceses,  and  put  worthv  men 
in  the  places  of  the  incompetent  and  sinful  (102).     Our  liord  gave 
Dunstan  so  much  ^race  on  earth  that  he  had  a  vision  of  his  father 
and  mother  in  the  joy  of  heaven  (111).     On  another  occasion  ho  had 
a  vision  of  heaven,  and  heard  angels  sing  (119).     He  loved  the  harp, 
and  was  wont  to  have  it  played  to  cheer  him.     One  day  the  harp 
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began  to  play  of  its  own  accord,  uttering  words  to  the  effect  that  they 
were  kings,  indeed,  who  shed  their  blood  for  the  love  of  Christ  (135, 
140).  After  a  long  life,  Dunstan  passed  away  in  peace,  haying  blessed 
his  servants,  his  friends,  and  his  orethren  (148,  160). 

12.  St.  Augustine.     Pope  Gregory  had  great  love  for  England,  and  24— -26 
would  have  gone  thither  to  preach  had  it  not  been  for  his  cardinals 

(8).  He  then  sent  Aug^tine  with  forty  monks.  This  happened  five 
hundred  years  after  the  birth  of  Christ  (12).  They  sent  a  message  to 
Ethelbert,  that  they  brought  great  riches  to  England.  The  king  met 
Augustine  at  the  Isle  of  Thanet  (37).  The  monks  carried  before  them 
a  suver  image  of  the  Lord.  The  king  received  them  kindly,  and  they 
told  him  their  errand — the  preachmg  of  Christianity.  Augustine 
proclaimed  God's  love  to  every  one.  The  monks  continued  to  preach 
at  Dover,  turning  many  to  Christianity  (69,  74).  The  king  was  con- 
verted, and  Augustine  was  made  first  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (79).  26 
St.  Augustine's  day  is  towards  the  end  of  May ;  it  was  on  this  day  he 
died  (83). 

13.  St.  Barnabas.    Si  Barnabas  preached  Christianity  with  the  Apos-  26—29 
ties ;  he  forsook  all  his  possessions,  and  he  suffered  martyrdom  (5, 10^. 

He  visited  Cyprus,  and  there  excited  wonder  by  the  acuteness  of  his  28 
arguments  (21,  25).  He  put  down  a  shameless  orgie  in  the  island 
(47).  A  holy  man,  named  Timon,  he  cured  of  fever,  through  placing 
upon  him  a  copy  of  St  Matthew^s  Gospel  (55).  Many  other  cures  he 
effected  in  the  same  way  ^65).  He  went  further  into  the  country, 
turning  many  to  Christiamty,  and  performing  miracles  (72,  75).  A 
Jew,  named  Baren,  persecuted  Paid  and  Barnabas  untiringly,  and 
tried  every  means  to  make  them  deny  their  faith.  At  length  Bar- 
nabas was  seized,  and  led  to  Home ;  a  rope  was  tied  round  nis  neck,  29 
and  he  was  burned  to  death  (89,  91).  His  bones  were  cast  into  the 
sea,  but  some  Christians  gathered  them  together,  and  buried  them 
with  great  honour  (97,  98). 

14.  John  the  Baptist.    We  read  of  no  miracles  by  John  the  Baptist  29 — 33 
^4).    John  having  charged  Herod  with  the  sin  of  adultery,  was  cast 

into  prison  and  beheaded  (40).  This  happened  in  the  castle  of  Arabic  30 
(45).  His  disciples  buried  the  body  in  a  beautiful  spot  (48).  Herod's 
sinful  queen  having  seen  the  risen  Baptist  swooned  to  death ;  her 
daughter,  too,  perished  miserably  (55,  61).  Many  miracles  were  per- 
foimod  through  the  dead  body  of  the  Baptist.  The  Emperor  Julian, 
having  heard  of  these  miracles,  cast  the  bones  in  different  places ;  yet 
many  sick  men  who  came  nigh  to  any  of  them  were  healed  (69,  76). 
The  bones  were  then  burned,  and  the  dust  was  thrown  to  the  wind ; 
but  no  fire  could  bum  the  finger  with  which  the  Baptist  pointed  to 
our  Lord  when  he  said,  **  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  "  (83,  89).  Abbot 
Marcel  was  miraculously  directed  to  the  place  where  the  Baptist's  33 
head  and  this  finger  were  concealed,  and  tney  were  exhumed  by  the 
Bishop  Julian  (129).  The  day  on  which  they  were  found,  St.  John's 
day  in  harvest,  is  held  throughout  the  Church  in  honour  of  his 
martyrdom  (134). 

15.  James.     St.  James,  the  cousin  of  our  Lord,  was  of  noble  family  (4).  33 — 45 
He  preached  in  Samaria  and  Judah,  and  converted  many  (8).     His  34 
fame  reached  Prince  Hermogines,  an  enchanter  who  worked  miracles 
through  the  power  of  the  de\dl.     One  of  this  man's  disciples,  named 
Philet,  tried  to  overcome  the  saint,  but  was  defeated  (18).     Philet 

then  became  a  follower  of  the  apostle.  Hermogines  summoned  a 
troop  of  devils  to  torment  the  apostle,  but  they  were  encountered  by 
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angels,  who  bound  and  burned  them  (44,  56).  On  being  released 
they  bound  Hennogines,  and  dragged  him  to  Saint  James  (79).  The 
saint,  however,  returned  good  for  evil  (95).  Hermogines  was  bap- 
tized and  became  a  holy  man  (109).  Abiathar,  a  judge,  was  jealous 
of  the  apostle's  power,  and  caused  him  to  be  brought  to  Herod,  with 
a  rope  tied  round  his  neck ;  Herod  ordered  him  tol)e  beheaded  (115).  37 
On  the  way  to  execution  the  saint  healed  a  man  afflicted  with  palsy, 
and  the  executioner  in  fear  begged  for  mercy,  and  was  baptized  (121). 
Both  were  then  beheaded,  on  St.  Mary's  day  in  Lent  (122).  St. 
Jameses  disciples  carried  away  his  body  secretljr  out  of  the  country  in 
a  ship  (129).  The  disciples  having  been  imprisoned  by  the  king  of 
Spain,  an  angel  broke  open  the  prison  (151).  The  queen  became  a 
Christian,  convinced  by  the  miraculous  powers  of  the  disciples  (194). 
The  body  of  the  apostle  was  buried  in  the  palace ;  the  queen  built  a 
noble  church,  and  endowed  it  with  lar^  treasure  (196).  It  became  a 
great  house  of  canons,  and  a  place  of  pilgrimage  (200).  It  is  recorded 
that  th^  saint  miraculously  Drought  the  dead  body  of  a  pilgrim  to 
the  shrine  (230).  It  is  related,  too,  that  a  father  and  son,  who  were 
pilgrims,  were  condemned  to  death  on  a  false  charge  of  theft,  and 
that  the  son,  although  he  hung  thirty-six  days  upon  the  tree,  was  yet 
preserved  through  the  power  of  St.  James  (258,  290).  A  young  man 
of  the  city  of  Lyons,  who  had  first  mutilated  and  then  killed  hmiself, 
was  restored  to  life  (378). 

16.  OswoLD.     St.  Oswold  was  king  of  Northumberland;  he  upheld  the  45 — 4 
law*  of  Christianity  with  all  his  power  (4).     At  his  request  Aidan 
came  from  Scotland  to  preach,  and  was  appointed  bishop  (9,  13).    The 
pagan  tribes  invaded  nis  territory,  and  Oswold  was  killed  in  battle 
near  Mansfield  (33).     He  was  thirty  years  of  age  when  he  died  (41). 

17.  Edward.    King  Edward  of  England  was  hated  by  his  step-mother,  47 — 5 
who  favoured  her  own  son  .ffithelred  (6).    He  was  of  mild  disposition, 
chaste,  and  wise  in  counsel  (16).     Ho  was  much  loved  by  Dunstan, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (19).     The  queen  conspired  with  some  of  47 
the  ministers  against  him,  and  after  a  reign  of  three  years  and  eight 
days  he  was  murdered  (40).     On  a  visit  to  his  brother  at  Corf  Castle 

he  was  met  by  the  queen  and  a  retinue,  and  stabbed  by  one  of  the 
attendants  (45,  78).  .^thelred  was  then  made  king  (91).  Among 
the  nobility  this  was  received  with  favour,  but  the  common  people 
lamented  the  death  of  Edward  (94).  The  king's  body,  which  was  dis- 
covered by  means  of  a  pillar  of  light,  was  buried  at  Wareham  (1 14).  50 
A  chapel  was  built  on  the  spot,  and  a  well  of  miraculous  virtue  was 
called  after  his  name  (121).  A  noble  earl,  named  Alfey,  having  heard 
of  the  miracles  that  attended  the  dead  body  of  Edward,  sent  messen- 
gers to  some  of  the  leading  men  in  the  Church,  proposing  its  removal 
from  Wareham  (138).  fiiis  was  carried  out,  and  many  miracles 
attended  the  removal  (155).  The  queen,  in  regret  for  her  misdeeds 
against  the  dead  king,  did  penance,  and  at  last  fully  repented  (175). 
The  body  was  carried  to  the  abbey  of  Shaftesbury,  and  was  placed  to 
the  north  of  the  high  altar,  close  to  the  wall  (179).  Twenty-one  years 
later  King  Edwara  appeared  in  a  vision  to  the  abbess  of  the  house, 
and  asked  that  he  might  be  enshrined. 

18.  Francis.     Francis  was  a  merchant  in  his  youth,  and  he  spent  53 — ( 
much  money  on  behalf  of  the  poor  (4).     By  chance  one  day  he  met  a 
knight  who  had  been  rich,  but  was  now  poor;   to  him  he  gave  his 
clothes  (11).     One  day,  outside  the  city  of  Assisi,  Francis  "was  asked 

for  chanty  by  a  leper;  he  gave  him  money  and  comforted  him  (39). 
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Near  tlio  churcb  of  St.  Damian  lie  was  exhorted  in  a  vision  to  prop  it 
up  in  case  it  fell.  He  was  thought  mad  by  the  people,  and  was  ill-  54 
treated.  His  father  beat  him,  and  sent  him  to  herd  cattle  (80).  He 
went  forth  from  his  father's  house,  begging  his  bread  from  door  to 
door.  He  canied  mortar  to  rebuild  St.  Damian's  church  (128).  He 
there  began  the  order  of  begging  Mars  (138).  Bernard,  a  scholar, 
was  the  first  to  join  him  (154).  Other  six  followed  shortljrfne).  He 
went  to  Eome  to  get  his  order  confirmed  by  the  Pope.  He  and  his  60 
brethren  went  forth  into  the  world  and  preached  (212).  They  came 
to  great  need,  but  were  succoured  by  an  angel  (218).  His  flesh  he 
called  "Friar  Ass,"  and  a  lazy  man  he  named  "Friar  Flie"  (252, 
256).  He  had  a  great  love  for  lambs  (297).  On  one  occasion  the 
birds  paid  him  honour;  he  then  preached  to  them  (349,  362).  Francis 
often  reflected  on  Christ's  sufferings,  and  at  last  he  had  a  vision  of 
the  crucified  Lord  (370,  400).  He  received  the  marks  of  the  Crucified 
on  Mount  Alvemo  (408).  Cattle  were  cured  by  the  water  in  which 
he  washed  himself  (425).  Francis  lived  in  his  order  for  twenty  years,  66 
and  for  two  years  and  three  weeks  he  bore  the  marks  of  our  Lord's 
wounds  (430).  When  death  came  upon  him,  with  his  last  breath  he 
gave  out  a  psalm.  He  died  in  the  year  1200  A.D.,  on  a  Saturday 
night  (452). 

19.  Alban.     St.  Alban  was  a  heathen  in  his  youth,  but  was  converted  67 — 70 
(3).     During  the  rule  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian,  one  of  the  Roman 
governors  in  England  was  carrying  out  a  persecution  of  the  Chris- 
tians ;  some  of  the  soldiers  came  to  make  enquiries  at  Alban's  house 

(11,  21).  Having  confessed  himself  a  Christian,  Alban  was  seized,  68 
and  brought  before  the  governor,  who  threatened  him  with  torture 
(40).  He  was  stripped  naked,  and  scourged,  but  was  still  undaunted 
(47,  52).  He  was  then  led  outside  the  town  to  execution.  He  crossed 
a  stream  on  the  way  as  if  on  dry  land  (67).  The  leader  of  the  soldiers 
threw  down  his  sword  and  begged  for  mercy  (74).  Having  expressed 
his  belief  in  God,  he  was  martyred  along  with  Alban  (94).  The 
executioner*s  eyes  fell  out  after  tne  deed  (97).  The  martyrdom  took  70 
place  near  the  town  of  Widincester  (102).  A  church  and  abbey  were 
built  on  the  spot,  and  called  St.  Alban's  (103). 

20.  WoLSTON.    St  Wolston,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  was  a  holy  man  all  70 — 77 
his  life  (2).    He  became  priest,  then  monk,  at  Worcester,  and  was  71 
distinguished  for  the  zeal  of  his  fasting  and  prayer  (8,  12).     He  was 
made  prior  against  his  wish  (24).     He  ruled  the  convent  justly,  and 
gained  the  esteem  of  all  good  men.     He  miraculously  saved  the  life 

of  a  man  who  had  a  dangerous  fall  (31).  He  was  chosen  Bishop  of 
Worcester  by  King  Edward  (52).  After  the  English  were  defeated  at  73 
Hastings,  Wolston  resisted  William  boldly  (103,  105).  The  king 
feared  his  power,  and  threatened  to  depose  him.  They  met  at  West- 
minster (108).  The  king  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  declared 
that  his  arrogance  could  no  longer  be  tolerated;  Wolston  replied 
mildly,  and  agreed  to  their  wish  that  he  should  resign  (119,  125). 
His  crosier  miraculously  stuck  in  the  marble  of  Edward's  tomb,  and 
Wolston  accepted  this  as  a  sign  that  the  dignity  could  only  be  given 
ap  to  its  donor  (143).  The  people  were  astonished  at  the  miracle ;  no 
one  was  strong  enough  to  draw  out  the  crosier  (152).  The  king  and 
the  archbishop  craved  permission  to  amend  their  mistake,  and  begged 
him  to  receive  again  his  crosier  as  being  most  worthy  (172).  Wolston 
complied,  and  drew  out  his  crosier  from  the  marble  with  ease  (182). 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  was  bmied  at  Worcester  (230). 
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21.  Mathew.     Mathew,  after  being  called  by  Christ,  went  into  Ethiopia  77 — 81 
to  preach  (17).    He  found  there  two  heathen  preachers  and  enchanters,  78 
who  sent  dragons  against  him  (29).    Mathew  drove  the  di'ag:ons  out 

of  the  land  for  ever  (43).  He  continued  to  preach;  he  raised  the 
kin^*s  son  to  life,  and  prevailed  on  the  king  and  his  family  to  become 
Chnstians  (67).  He  expelled  the  two  sorcerers  from  the  country  (71  J. 
The  king's  daughter  he  encourae;ed  to  lead  a  holy  life ;  and  though 
she  was  asked  m  marriage  by  a  king,  he  persuaded  her  to  lead  a  life 
of  chastity  (101).  The  king  vowed  that  ne  would  kill  Mathew,  but 
the  saint  flinched  not  in  his  preaching  (113).  But  he  was  at  last  slain  81 
by  one  of  the  king's  men  (l\9\  The  nre  kindled  to  destroy  the  chaste 
maiden  burned  her  persecutors  palace  instead  (128).  The  kin^  became 
a  leper,  anJ  killed  himself,  and  the  brother  of  the  maiden  reigned  in 
his  place,  he  being  also  a  Christian  (144). 

22.  Leger.     St  Leger  while  a  bishop  was  seized  by  a  governor  named  81 — 83 
Ebrom,  and  commanded  to  give  up  his  faith  in  Christ,  and  when  he 
refused  his  eyes  were  put  out  (3,  8).     Still  he  preached  Christianity  82 
the  more ;  even  when  they  cut  out  his  tongue,  he  was  miraculously 
enabled  to  speak  (17).    They  then  resolved  to  behead  him  ;  but  one 

of  the  four  executioners  having  struck  off  the  saint's  head,  a  fire 
burned  him  to  ashes  (33).  The  saint's  body  was  decently  buried  (37). 
Two  years  afterwards  the  governor  sent  a  knight  to  visit  the  tomb ; 
this  messenger  having  declared  that  dead  men  could  do  no  miracles, 
was  straightway  strangled  by  devils  (39,  47).  The  governor  himself 
was  slain  shortly  afterwards  (49). 

23.  St.  Faith.   St  Faith  became  a  Christian  in  her  childhood  (2).   Dur-  83 — 86 
in^  the  persecution  of  Dacian,  one  of  Diocletian's  lieutenants,  she  was 
seized  and  tortured  (22).    Her  steadfastness  impressed  the  governor, 

and  he  endeavour^  to  turn  her  from  her  belief;  but  his  arguments  84 
were  in  vain  (43,  49).  He  ordered  her  to  be  laid  on  a  fiery  bed  of 
brass,  but  still  she  remained  fiim  (67).  Among  the  Christians  who 
had  fled  from  the  persecutors  was  a  man  named  Capras,  who  lay  con- 
cealed in  a  rock  near  the  scene  of  Faith's  martyrdom.  This  man  saw 
the  vision  of  a  dove  come  from  heaven  and  place  a  crown  of  gold  on 
the  head  of  Faith,  and  with  its  wings  drive  off  the  flames  from  her 
body  (81,  84).  Canras  thereupon  came  boldly  from  his  hiding-place, 
and  openly  declared  his  Christian  faith  (89).  Two  brothers,  Fabrician 
and  Prime,  followed  his  example  (97).  All  were  beheaded  by  Dacian's 
orders  (100).  They  were  buried  at  night  by  Christian  men  with  great 
honour  (109). 

24.  The  Eleven  Thousand  Virgins.    A  king  of  Britain,  named  Maur,  86—92 
had  a  daughter  Ourse,  whose  fame  was  great  (4).    A  heathen  king 
asked  her  m  marriage  for  his  son,  and  threatened  that  unless  his 
request  was  agreed  to,  he  would  destroy  the  king  of  Britain  and  all 

his  possessions  (15).  An  angel  in  a  vision  urged  Ourse  to  ask  delay 
of  the  marriage  for  three  years,  and  that  she  should  during  that  time 
have  ten  maids  of  honour  m  her  bower ;  that  each  of  these  also  should 
be  asked  to  find  a  thousand  maidens  to  honour  her  maidenhood  and 
theirs  (38).  For  love  of  her  the  king's  son  allowed  himself  to  be  88 
baptized,  and  through  his  father's  help,  and  otherwise,  brought  her 
eleven  thousand  maidens  (54,  56).  Her  father  built  a  large  ship  for 
her,  and  she  and  her  companions  went  on  a  voyage  of  thi'ee  years 
(68).  They  were  driven  to  the  city  of  Cologne,  and  an  angel  foretold 
to  Ourse  that  she  would  there  be  martyred  (74,  75).  Thence  they 
wont  to  Home,  and  were  joyfully  welcomed  by  the  Pope ;    they 
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remained  there  for  a  year  and  four  weeks,  and  then  the  Pope  went 
forth  with  them  (89,  94).  The  piinces  Maximian  and  A  nan  asked 
the  prince  of  Cologne  to  slay  Oui-se  and  all  her  companions.  Her 
sweetheart,  with  his  mother  and  youngetit  sister,  joined  her  at  Cologne 
(109).  On  the  anival  of  Ourse  and  her  companions,  they  were  90 
shamelessly  killed  by  the  prince,  Ourse  being  shot  (127,  137).  The 
young  king,  his  motnor,  and  sister,  and  the  pope  Cj^riac  shared  their 
fate  (1 39).  All  were  buried  in  a  nunnery  at  Cologne  (148).  A  miracle 
followed  the  burial  of  one  of  the  virgins  (155). 

25.  Katherine.     St.  Katherine  was  of  noble  birth,  her  father  and  92—100 
mother  being  king  and  queen  (1,  2).     The  Emperor  Maxentius 
having  assembled  all  his  princes  at  Alexandria  to  offer  sacrifices  to 

the  heathen  gods,  was  remonstrated  with  by  Katherine  for  his  wor- 
ship of  idols  (14).  After  the  sacrifices  were  performed^  Maxentius 
took  his  place  on  the  throne  and  endeavoured  to  defend  idol- worship 
(31).  Elatherine's  reasoning,  however,  was  so  acute  that  he  failed  to 
answer  her  (61 ).  Fifty  wise  men,  whom  he  summoned,  were  equally  96 
unsuccessful  (145).  They  were  converted,  and  suffered  martyrdom 
(145).  The  emperor  failed  to  persuade  her  to  abandon  her  faith  by 
promises  of  gi*eat  earthly  honours ;  she  was  then  scourged  and  im- 
prisoned (170).  The  empress  and  Sir  Porphyry  visited  her  in  prison, 
and  were  converted  (185).  Katherine  was  placed  on  wheels  to  be  98 
tortured,  but  an  angel  shattered  them  (222,  228).  She  was  asked  by 
the  emperor  to  become  his  wife,  but  refused,  and  shortly  afterwards 
was  beheaded  (290).    Her  death  took  place  in  the  year  320  a.d. 

26.  Lucy.     St.  Lucy  was  born  in  Sicily;  her  mother's  name  was  Eunice  101 — 106 

i3).  When  young  she  became  a  Christian,  and  on  a  certain  day  took 
ler  mother,  who  was  ill,  to  the  tomb  of  St.  Agace  (24).  There  her 
mother  was  cured,  and  became  a  Christian  (57).  Lucy  was  brought  103 
before  the  judge  Paxasius,  and  ordero<l  to  revoke  her  faith;  and 
because  she  remained  steadfast,  was  sent  to  a  brothel  (75,  95).  But 
they  were  unable  to  move  her  from  the  place  (108).  Clerks  and 
conjurers  tried  to  defeat  her  in  vain  (127).  A  fire  kindled  round  her 
by  her  persecutors  did  not  harm  her  (141).  Her  throat  was  cut,  but 
she  still  preached  of  Jesus  Christ  (154).  She  took  the  sacrament, 
and  died  at  the  last  word  of  the  orisons  (171). 

27.  Thomas  a  Beket.    Of  what  manner  of  people  his  father  and  106—177 
MOTHER  WERE.    Thomas  a  Beket  was  bom  in  London ;  his  father's 

name  wofi  Gilbert,  and  his  mother  was  a  heathen  (1,  4).  Gilbert 
Beket  having  gone  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Palestine,  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Saracens,  and  put  in  the  admiral's  prison.  The  admiraVs  107 
daughter  loved  Gilbert,  and  declared  that  she  would  forsake  paganism 
for  his  sake  (34).  After  two  and  a  half  years*  captivity,  he  and  his 
companions  made  their  escape  (44).  The  admiral's  daughter  followed 
Gilbert  Beket  to  London,  and  came  to  his  house,  where  she  fainted 
with  joy  on  finding  him  (50,  84).  Gilbert  told  the  story  to  some  of 
the  bishops,  and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  urged  that  he  should  marry 
her  (110).  At  St.  Paul's  church  she  declared  that  she  would  forsake  HO 
her  religion  if  she  were  made  Gilbert's  wife :  they  were  accordingly 
married  (136).  Her  name  was  Alexandra  (141).  With  his  wife's 
consent  Gilbert  went  on  a  second  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  and 
remained  three  and  a  half  years  (182).  On  his  return  he  found  his 
wife  and  young  son  well  (190). 
Herb  begins  the  life  of  St.  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury.   Early  in  life  St.  Thomas  became  archdeacon  to  the  Archbishop 
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of  Canterbury  (228).    King  Henry,  having  heard  of  his  fame,  made  113 
him  chancellor  (241).    He  looked  much  to  worldly  splendour;    the 
reins,  bit,  stirrups,  and  spurs  of  his  horse  were  of  silver;  ho  hunted 
with  hawk  and  hound,  and  seemed  vainglorious  (250).    But  he  was 
not  so  in  reality ;  he  was  chaste,  an  enthusiast  on  behalf  of  the  Church 
and  of  the  poor  (253).    He  wasgreatly  trusted  by  the  king,  who  made 
him  tutor  to  his  son  (267).     He  became  the  most  influential  man  in 
the  kingdom,  and  was  appointed  Ai-chbishop  of  Canterbury  ^278). 
At  the  age  of  forty- four  he  was  appointed  the  king's  chancellor  (287). 
Shortly  after  this  he  was  consecrated  archbishop  (301).    Ho  then  115 
changed  his  manner  of  life,  wore  a  hair-shirt,  and  underwent  penance 
and  fasting  (315).     The  king,  on  his  return  from  Normandy,  was  met 
by  Beket  at  Southampton.    A  dispute  arose  between  them  regarding 
vacant  bishoprics,  and  Beket  found  that  the  interests  of  the  Church 
and  the  king  were  different  (345,  369).     Soon  they  had  a  quarrel 
regarding  a  tax,  which  Beket  opposed  on  behalf  of  the  poor  (S92). 
This  resulted  in  Beket's  resignation  of  the  chancellorship  (411).    A 
priest  who  had  killed  a  man  was  simply  asked  bv  Beket  to  undergo 
penance ;  thereupon  the  king  summoned  the  bisnops  to  discuss  the 
matter  (437).     Beket  defended  the  Church's  rights,  putting  it  above 
the  law  (453).     The  king  left  London  in  wrath  (497).     Beket  did  all 
in  his  power  to  conciliate  him  at  Oxford,  but  was  told  that  he  must 
obey  the  laws  (517).    At  a  Parliament  at  Clarendon  Beket  declared  122 
that  he  desired  only  the  Church's  rights,  nothing  more  (533).    He 
obtained  the  privilege  of  examining  the  old  customary  laws  of  Eng- 
land.    Three  of  these  he  agreed  to ;  from  ten  he  dissented  (555,  600). 
Thomas  took  his  transcript  of  these,  and  returned  sorrowfully  to 
Winchester  (632).    Afterwards  his  grief  became  very  great,  and  he 
feared  that  God  had  forsaken  him  (645,  661).     He  resolved  to  visit  the 
Pope,  and  ask  absolution  (664).     He  set  sail  from  England,  but  his 
ship  was  driven  back  to  land,  where  he  was  joyfully  welcomed  by  the 
people  (681,  696).     The  king  sent  men  to  seize  his  lands  and  his 
bishopric  (705).    Beket  visited  the  king  at  Woodstock,  hoping  to  find 
him  more  favourably  disposed  (712).    The  Archbishop  of  York  tried 
to  mediate,  but  the  lung  declared  that  he  would  abide  by  the  statutes 
of  Clarendon  (725).    Beket  was  then  summoned  to  Northampton  to  129 
have  his  case  heard  (744).    He  was  condemned  as  owing  the  king 
money  from  his  chancellorship ;  but  fifty  good  men  paid  £100  each  on 
his  behalf  (811).     The  king  demanded  in  addition  £30,000  as  profits 
from  bishoprics,  etc.    The  bishops  did  not  agree  in  regard  to  the  case 
(854, 884).    A  brief  respite  was  gianted  Beket  (886).     He  fell  ill,  and 
after  some  days  was  urged  by  the  bishops  to  submit  to  the  king  (900, 
913).     Only  tiie  bishops  of  Winchester  and  Salisbury  remained  loyal 
to  him  (937).     Beket  sang  mass,  **  Princes  also  did  sit  and  speak 
against  me;   but  Thy  seiTant  did  meditate  in  Thy  statutes,"  and 
prepared  to  meet  his  enemies  (939).     He  entered  the  court  in  his 
vestments,  and  roused  the  king  s  wi-ath  by  what  seemed  his  arrogance 
(976).     The  bishops  forsook  Beket  as  a  traitor,  and  declared  that  he 
must  give  account  to  the  Pope  (1017).     Beket  himself  preferred  this 
mode  of  stating  his  plea  (1039).     Accompanied  only  by  a  friar  of  137 
Semplingham,  he  set  out  to  leave  England  (1091).     The  king  sent 
many  of  the  leading  bishops  to  give  his  own  version  of  the  dispute 
(1096].      Beket  travelled  to   Lincoln,   thence  to   the  hermitage  of 
Semplingham  (1122).    At  Semplingham  he  remained  seven  nights, 
and  then  was  rowed  to  Gravening  m  Flanders  (1141).    He  travelled 
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on  foot  in  order  to  oecapo  recognition ;  he  pursued  his  journey  titivel- 
stained  and  weary  (1157).  He  called  himself  by  the  name  of  **Eriar 
Chiistian,"  but  he  was  recognized  in  one  house  (1170,  1206).  He 
took  refuge  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Bertin  (1215).  Deputies  were  sent  by  141 
Henry  to  the  king  of  France,  asking  that  he  should  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  France  (1218).  Bckot  also  sent  messengers,  but  the  king 
of  France  proposed  that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  Pope 
(1238).  The  messengei-s  accordingly  went  to  Rome,  and  were  receiyed 
with  sympathy  by  the  Pope  (1244, 1253).  The  Bishop  of  London  and 
others,  and  tlie  Earl  of  Arundel,  spoke  on  behalf  of  Henry,  but  the 
Pope  declared  that  he  must  hear  Beket  himself  (1348).  13eket  left 
the  abbey  of  St.  Bertin,  and  went  into  France,  where  he  was  received 
kindly  by  the  king,  and  given  a  guard  to  Eome(135o).  The  Pope  was 
moved  to  tears  by  Beket 's  defence,  and  reinstated  him  in  the.  arch- 
bishojiry  which  he  had  resigned  (1429).  He  was  sent  to  Poutigni 
for  a  time,  and  underwent  penance.  Henrj'  banished  all  Beket^s 
kindred  from  England,  and  ordered  that  no  prayers  were  to  be  said 
for  him  (1457,  1473).  He  forced  the  Cistercian  monks  of  Pontigni  to 
dismiss  Beket  (1511).  King  Lewis  of  France  still  remained  the 
archbishop's  fiiend  (1529).  From  Pontigni  Beket  went  to  Sens,  after 
having  seen  a  vision  of  his  coming  martyrdom  (1549).  King  Henry  151 
visited  France,  and  at  a  conference  (at  Gisors)  Lewis  tried  to  reconcile 
them,  but  as  a  result  of  it  withdrew  his  support  fi'om  Beket  (1559, 
1609).  His  kindred  were  in  great  fear  of  evil  consequences,  but  he 
bade  them  be  of  good  cheer,  though  he  expected  to  be  also  banished 
from  Fmnce  (1629).  A  messenger  came  from  King  Lewis,  however, 
assuring  him  that  he  repented  of  what  he  said  at  the  conference,  and 
that  he  would  still  give  Beket  his  assistance  (1657).  But  a  second 
conference  between  the  archbishop  and  Henry,  at  Momartre,  was 
equally  fruitless  (1671).  Henry  returned  to  England,  where  he  had 
his  son  crowned  by  the  Archbishop  of  York  (1703).  The  Pope  155 
excommunicated  England  (1711).  The  king  of  France  still  pursued 
his  plan  of  conciliation,  and  at  length,  for  a  time,  Henry  and  Beket 
were  friendly,  but  the  dispute  was  renewed  because  the  king  refused 
to  restore  some  Church  lands  (1720).  Beket  returned  to  England,  157 
but  was  warned  that  this  might  be  dangerous  (1761,  1772).  Knights 
were  lying  in  wait  to  murder  him  at  Dover  (1795).  They  accused 
him,  when  he  airived  at  Sandwich,  of  hostility  to  England  (1823). 
On  the  morning  after  his  arrival  in  England,  he  went  to  Canterbury 
(1843).  He  had  not  been  long  at  his  palace  when  the  knights  came 
to  hear  his  opinion  further  regarding  the  law  of  excommunication; 
they  went  forth  in  wrath  because  he  refused  to  withdraw  it  (1876). 
The  Archbishop  of  York  resolved  to  oppose  him  (1883).  King  Henry,  161 
in  Nonnandy,  cui*sod  all  who  did  not  rid  him  of  Beket ;  four  knights 
conspired  to  carry  out  the  murder  (1905,  1915).  On  midwinter  day 
Beket  preached  his  last  sermon  at  Canterburj',  excommunicating  all 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Church's  rights  (1931).  At  Christinas  ho 
performed  a  miracle  (1955).  The  knights  who  were  to  murder  him, 
having  been  joined  by  E«ndolf  do  Broke,  came  to  Canterbury  and 
urged  Beket  to  submit  to  the  king,  and  to  absolve  the  excommunicated 
bishops  (1977,  2001).  They  put  on  their  arms  and  threatenod  him  ; 
but,  cross  in  hand,  Beket  boldly  withstowl  them,  and  praved  for  Holy 
Church  (2049,  2069).  He  was  struck  on  the  head,  and  one  of  the  167 
blows  dashed  out  his  brains  (2121).  The  blood  that  flowed  from  the 
wounds  formed  a  diadem.    His  charters  and  other  private  papers  they 
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plundered,  and  sent  to  the  king  (2154\  There  was  great  mourning 
among  the  people  at  Beket's  death ;  his  body  was  pnTately  buried 
in  Canterbury  Cathedral  by  the  canons  (2173).  His  body  was  found 
to  be  worn  by  penance,  his  flesh  being  full  of  woi*ms  (2206).  King 
Henry  was  much  grieved  at  the  tidings  of  his  death,  and  shut  himself 
up  for  forty  days  (2226).  He  was  absolved  by  the  Pope,  and  under- 
went penance  (2257).  The  murderers  died  repentant  (2375).  Boket's 
body  was  enshrined  at  Canterbury  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  (2441). 
Tuesday  is  Beket's  day,  because  of  the  events  that  befell  him  on  that 
day  (2469). 

28.  Fabian  and  Sebastian  (Prologue).    Fabian  was  twenty-nine  years  177—178 
and  thirty  days  old  when  he  was  baptized  by  St.  John  (12).    Twelve 
months  after  his  baptism  happened  our  Lord's  miracle  of  turning 

water  into  wine  (15).    St.  Fabian  was  thirty  yeara  Pope  in  Rome 
during  the  rule  of  Decius,  in  whose  time  he  suffered  martyrdom 
(23,  25). 
Life  of  St.  Sebastian.     Sebastian  faithfully  served  Diocletian  (2).  178—181 
He  sympathized  with  the  Christians,  and  administered  comfort  to  any 
one  who  was  brought  to  death  (10).     Marcus  and  Marccllian  were 
nailed  fast  to  a  pillar  till  they  fainted;   Sebastian  was  an*ested  on 
suspicion  of  encouraging  them  (25).    He  openly  declared  his  hope 
that  the  false  religion  would  decay,  and  enraged  the  emperor  (37). 
He  was  ordered  to  be  led  to  the  stake,  where  he  was  shot  at  by  179 
archers  till  he  was  loft  for  dead  (50).     His  unburied  body  was  found 
at  night  without  a  wound  (56).     Ho  went  to  the  emperor,  and 
pointed  out  the  folly  of  the  attempt  to  slay  him  (58).     He  was  seized 
and  taken  to  the  palace,  and  beaten  to  death  secretly  (77).    His  body 
was  buried  by  a  Christian  woman  (88). 

29.  Life  of  St.  Agnes.    St  Agnes  began  when  veiy  young  to  serve  181 — 184 
God.    She  was  only  thirteen  when  she  was  jmt  to  death  for  the  love 

of  Christ  (3,  4).  There  was  no  one  so  beautiful  in  Rome,  and  one  of 
the  constables  endeavoured  to  seduce  her  (9).  He  offered  her  wealth 
if  she  would  become  his  mistress,  but  she  replied  that  she  was  the 
spouse  of  Christ  (25).  The  constable  brought  her  before  all  the  city, 
and  stripped  her  naked,  in  order  to  cause  her  shame ;  but  her  hair 
shielded  her  body  from  sight.  She  was  then  put  in  a  brothel,  but  no 
one  could  see  her  because  of  a  bright  li^ht  in  the  house  (56).  When 
the  constable  visited  her  he  fell  dead  in  a  swoon,  and  all  his  com- 
panions with  him  (76,  80).  Agnes  prayed  for  his  recoveiy,  and  tbe 
dead  man  was  restored  to  life  (97).  A  great  fire  was  kindled  to  burn 
St.  Agnes,  but  it  burned  the  onlookers  instead  (113).  Slio  prayed, 
and  the  fire  became  cold  as  a  stone  (120).  Then  she  received  a  mortal 
thrust  from  a  sword  (123). 

30.  I^FE  OF  St.  Vincent  the  Martyr,    St.  Vincent  t-old  his  bishop,  184—189 
who  was  afi-aid  of  death  because  of  his  profession  of  Christianity,  to 

speak  boldly  even  unto  death  (9,  12).  Vincent  was  seized  by  order  185 
of  Dacian,  bound  to  a  pillar,  and  beaten  with  staves  and  scourges  till 
he  was  grievously  wounded  (23).  So  much  did  they  scourge  the 
sufferer  that  the  bone  and  sinew  could  be  seen  (41).  He  was  then 
led  to  the  stake,  placed  on  burning  plates,  and  subjected  to  other 
torments,  but  he  still  remained  true  to  Christ  (68,  100).  He  was  cast 
into  a  dark  room  full  of  sword-points,  but  an  angel  lit  up  the  dark- 
ness (113).  They  placed  him  on  a  soft  bed,  and  there  he  died  after 
praying  to  Christ  (132).  The  king  tried  to  overcome  him  when  dead 
oy  exposing  his  body  to  the  wild  beasts  and  biids,  but  a  raven 
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watched  over  the  body  (139).  It  was  then  thrown  into  the  sea  from 
a  ship;  but  on  land  being  reached,  the  body  was  found  there  (159). 
lie  was  buried  by  his  friends  with  great  honour  (172). 

31.  Life  of  St.  Paul.    St.  Paul  was  the  mortal  terror  of  all  Christians  189—192 
before  his  couTersion  (3).    At  that  time  his  name  was  Saul  (13).    On 

his  way  to  Damascus  to  persecute  Christians,  he  was  overpowered  by 
a  light  that  shone  round  him  and  his  men  (19).  A  voice  told  him  to 
enter  the  town,  and  there  learn  the  truth  about  religion  from  a 
certain  man  (25).  This  was  fourteen  years  after  Christ^s  death  (27).  190 
He  found  himself  blind,  and  was  led  to  the  town,  where  he  met 
Ananias,  and  was  baptized,  at  this  instant  again  receiving  his  sight 
(5)^.  He  went  straightway  into  the  synagogue  and  preached  (58). 
He  turned  many  to  Christianity,  and  thou^  enemies  fought  against 
him,  he  pi'evailed  through  our  liord's  grace  (66).  He  fi;ained  the 
friendship  of  apostles ;  they  at  first  were  afraid  of  him,  But  finally 
received  him  as  a  fellow  (71). 

32.  Life  of  St.  Brioit  the  Virgin.    St  Bride  was  bom  in  Scotland  192—193 
of  a  rich  and  powerful  family.     She  became  a  Christian  very  early. 

Her  mother  was  fond  of  attending  to  her  dairy;  Bride  took  the 
management  in  hand,  but  gave  very  liberally  to  the  poor,  and  when 
the  day  of  reckoning  came  ^e  feared  her  mother's  displeasure  (16). 
On  that  day  there  was  little  in  the  daiiy,  but  when  the  mother  visited 
her  it  was  found  to  be  full  (23).  She  was  asked  in  marria^,  but  she 
took  a  vow  of  chastity  (27).  Abundant  provision  was  miraculously 
prepared  when  the  bishop  supped  with  her  (36).  A  poor  man  having 
asked  for  a  glass  of  water,  Biide  blessed  it  and  it  became  ale  (43). 
She  turned  a  great  stone  into  salt  for  the  benefit  of  a  poor  woman 
(47).  She  gave  a  silver  cup  to  some  poor  men,  who  strove  for  its 
possession ;  she  broke  the  cup  on  a  stcjno,  and  gave  each  one  a  part 
(49).  Blind  and  dumb  were  healed  by  her  (56).  She  died  on  the 
1st  of  February  (57). 

33.  Life  of  St.  Agatha.     St  Agatha  was  born  in  Sicily  (1).     She  193—197 
was  beautiful  and  good ;  the  duke  of  the  land  endeavoured  to  seduce 

hes,  but  she  declar^  her  finn  attachment  to  a  Piince  higher  than  he 
(8,  21).  She  was  threatened  with  toi-ture  if  she  persisted  in  her 
faith,  but  she  set  this  at  defiance  (40).  She  was  cast  into  prison, 
but  still  remained  steadfast  (54).  She  was  subjected  to  torture,  and 
received  many  wounds,  but  an  apostle  of  God  visited  her  and  healed 
her  wounds  with  ointment  (56,  74).  She  was  ordered  to  be  burned,  196 
but  an  earthquake  overthrew  the  court-house,  and  two  judges  wei-e 
killed  (91).  The  people  in  terror  besought  the  duke  not  to  harm  her 
fui-ther  (93).  Led  back  to  prison,  Agatha  prayed  to  God  that  her 
life  might  end;  she  then  passed  away  (1(H).  A  hundred  beautiful 
children  dressed  in  white  formed  a  procession  to  the  tomb  (113).  A 
year  after  her  death  there  came  forth  from  a  hole  in  the  district  a 
terrible  firo,  which  spread  widely,  but  stopped  at  Agatha's  tomb  (123). 

34.  ScHOLASTiCA.     St.  Scholastica  was  of  chaste  disposition.     St.  Bene-  197 — 199 
diet,  founder  of  the  order  of  Nuns  and  Black  Monks,  was  her  brother 

(4).  He  was  first  abbot  at  Duyn,  and  there  he  taught  his  sister  to 
do  penance  (7).  They  met  every  year  to  speak  of  God*s  Son  (10). 
On  one  occasicm  her  brother  had  spoken  throughout  a  whole  day  of 
God's  ways,  of  Christ,  and  of  heaven,  but  still  his  sister  craved  for 
more  Di'vine  teaching  (16,  22).  A  storm  miraculously  favoured  her 
wish,  and  Benedict  could  not  leave.  They  spent  the  night  in  speak- 
ing of  God's  sweetness  and  might,  from  tale  and  book  (50).    In  the 
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nioi*uiiig  they  returned  to  their  cells,  sorry  that  they  could  not  pursue 
their  communion  (54).  On  reaching  home  Scholastica  fell  ill,  and 
died  in  three  days.  Benedict  in  his  cell  saw  the  white  soul  of  his 
sister  flee  up  to  heaven  (58).  On  the  morrow  he  and  his  follows  went 
early  to  the  cell  and  buried  her  dead  body  (61). 
35.  The  Purgatory  of  St.  Patrick,  Abbot.  St.  Patrick  found  a  pit  199 — 2S 
in  Ireland  which  he  called  his  Purgatory.  Beside  this  place  he  built 
an  abbey  (8).  On  St  Patiick's  day  men  go  thither  in  order  to  throw 
off  their  sins  by  the  Lord's  grace  (19).  The  manner  of  this  is:  the  200 
penitent  shall  tirst  shrive  himself  to  the  bishop ;  if  he  is  firm  in  his 
wish  to  be  redeemed,  the  bishop  will  give  him  a  letter  to  the  prior ; 
then  the  prior  will  lead  him  into  the  church  and  ask  him  to  kneel, 
and  here  ne  will  spend  fifteen  days  at  his  orisons  (30).  K  nothing 
yet  change  him  in  nis  resolve,  he  is  brought  forth  with  a  great  pro- 
cession of  priests,  blessed,  and  allowed  to  enter  the  purgatory,  perhaps 
never  to  return  (34).  It  befell  in  the  days  of  King  Stephen  that  a  201 
knight,  named  Sir  ()wayn,  came  there  to  do  penance  for  his  skis  (41). 
He  went  through  all  the  preliminary  duties  necessary  to  entering  the 
purgatory  (63,  88).  The  knight  entered  in  the  name  of  Christ  (92). 
As  he  went  on  his  way,  in  the  darkness,  he  spied  a  light,  then  a 
beautiful  field,  in  which  there  was  a  noble  hall  (102).  This  he  entered 
in  the  name  of  God  (109).  He  was  gi-eeted  by  twelve  men,  like 
monks,  who  exhorted  him  to  be  steadfast  and  hardy  in  his  journey, 
telling  him  that  only  in  this  way  should  he  escape  with  life  and  soul 
(122).  As  he  sat  there  alone,  a  rueful  cry  arose  on  every  side,  as  if 
all  the  beasts  of  the  world  were  yelling  together,  and  roiuid  him  came 
fiends  yelling  and  grinning  (147).  They  made  a  strong  fire,  and  cast  205 
the  knight  into  its  midst  (169) ;  but  he  cried  to  Christ,  and  the  fire 
was  quenched  (174).  They  flew  out  of  the  hall,  dragging  the  knight 
with  them,  evidently  over  a  waste  land  (180).  The  wind  blew  hard 
and  cold,  piercing  through  heai-t  and  bodj',  almost  killing  him  (183) ; 
anon  he  seemed  to  be  m  the  longest  day  of  summer  (188).  They 
entered  a  wide  field,  apparently  without  border  (198).  This  was  full 
of  men  and  women,  stretched  out  and  tied  hand  and  foot  to  the  earth 
by  iron  nails  of  fire  (203).  The  devils  trod  upon  them,  and  tore 
them  with  their  nails  (208),  They  cast  the  knight  on  the  ground, 
and  hold  him  fast,  but  he  cried  out  to  Christ  and  escaped  (212). 
He  was  brought  into  another  field  full  of  greater  woes  (219).  Men  206 
and  women  were  fast  bound  to  the  earth  by  glowing  bands  of  fire, 
and  fiery  adders  sat  upon  them  and  clasped  them  to  bursting  (226). 
Foul  toads  stung  them  through  the  heart  (232),  and  the  fiends 
tormented  them  and  tried  to  drown  thom  (234).  'The  knight  was 
seized  and  pinned  down,  but  he  escaped  as  before,  and  the  fiends 
dragged  him  to  a  third  field  (239).  lie  saw  those  who  had  come  to 
endure  like  himself,  stretched  on  the  earth,  and  smitten  through  with 
80  many  nails  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  an  empty  place  (242). 
A  koen  wind  added  to  their  woe,  burning  through  them  like  fire  (245). 
The  knight  again  escaped  from  the  sutt'erings  by  his  faith  in  Christ 
(258).  In  a  fourth  field,  full  of  brimstone  and  foul  odour,  he  saw  all  208 
imaginable  forms  of  torment :  some  hung  on  high  by  fiery  chains  of 
iron,  by  hand  and  foot,  and  by  the  neck  ;  beneath  them  was  a  strong 
tire  of  pitch  and  brimstone  (264).  Others  hung  by  strong  hooks  of  ii^on 
driven  through  their  eyes,  or  through  the  throat,  and  through  the 
limbs  or  head  (268).  Yet  the  knight  was  once  more  delivered  when  he 
asked  the  help  of  Christ  (276).    Then  the  fiends  drove  the  knight  into 
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another  placo  (277).  There  he  saw  a  grisly  wheel  with  long  spokes, 
one  side  of  which  was  on  the  ground,  another  high  in  the  air ;  it  had 
many  hooks  and  pikes,  on  which  were  impaled  a  great  number  of 
wretches  (282).  This  terrible  wheel  was  all  on  fire,  and  smelt  of 
brimstone;  the  fiends  turned  it  round,  and  seized  each  one  as  he 
went  past  burning  and  yelling  (288).  The  knight  was  seized  and  cast 
upon  the  wheel,  and  turned  round  with  the  otlicrs,  but  again  he  was 
delivered  by  the  former  means  (295).  Then  he  was  hurled  forth  from 
the  locality  (298).  Before  him  now  he  saw  a  house,  from  which  pro-  209 
ceeded  a  most  noisome  smell ;  he  entered  \idth  his  foul  companions, 
and  saw  that  the  house  was  full  of  ditches  and  pits,  and  that  there 
were  boilers  of  heated  lead,  full  of  pitch  and  brimstone  (312).  In 
these  were  placed  wretched  ghosts,  immersed  as  far  as  the  eyes  or 
mouth,  or  the  navel,  and  all  wept  bitterly  and  yelled  (320).  From 
this  toi-ment  the  knight  again  escaped  (323).  He  was  hurled  forth, 
and  then  was  brought  into  a  great  hall  (325).  In  the  southern  part 
of  this  was  a  deep  pool,  which  sent  forth  a  foul  stench,  and  was 
colder  than  snow.  A  north  wind  blew  keenly,  and  struck  through 
the  ghost.s  who  sat  therein  (335).  The  fiends  declared  to  the  knight 
that  his  hour  was  come,  and  no  sooner  had  this  been  said  than  a 
blast  drove  him  into  the  water  (341).  But  because  of  his  declaration 
of  faith  in  Christ,  they  had  straightway  to  draw  him  out  again  (346). 
The  knight  was  then  diiven  into  another  place,  where  was  a  pit,  210 
wide  and  deep,  out  of  which  came  a  burning  foul  smoke  (359). 
Wretched  ghosts  flew  up  and  down  this  pit  like  smoked  -fish  (361). 
At  last  the  knight  deemed  he  was  overcome ;  he  was  told  that  this 
was  the  pit  of  hell,  and  because  he  had  served  their  master  well 
he  should  go  therein ;  if,  however,  he  thought  he  would  discontinue 
his  quest,  he  might  return  (371).  The  knight  boldly  descended  the 
pit.  The  deeper  they  went,  broader  the  pit  became.  By  stench, 
burning,  and  other  things,  the  knight  was  nigh  overcome,  and  like  to 
give  up  the  ghost;  but  he  ciied  to  Chiist,  and  straightway  one 
strong  olast  carried  him  and  his  companions  up  and  out  of  the  pit 
(380).  He  was  dragged  along  by  the  fiends  till  they  came  to  a  great 
pool  of  water,  deep  and  broad  (405).  Above  this  pool  hung  a  thick  212 
foul  mist.  Over  it  was  a  very  narrow  bridge,  so  thickly  surrounded 
with  smoke  that  it  could  be  seen  with  difficultjr  (409).  The  knight 
was  told  to  cross,  and  was  forced  upon  the  bridge.  It  was  so  high 
that  it  was  impossible  to  walk  upon  it  and  look  on  the  ghastly 
spectacle  below;  it  was  almost  too  narrow  for  foothold,  and  so 
slippery  that  the  surest-footed  might  fail  (426).  The  knight  felt 
a  terror  more  oveipowering  than  before,  but  he  cried  on  the  name  of 
Christ,  and  went  forward  boldly.  Then  the  further  he  went,  ho 
thought  himself  the  hardier;  the  way,  too,  became  broader.  The 
fiends  from  beneath  the  bridge  tried  to  seize  him,  but  could  not 
overcome  him,  and  gave  up  the  pursuit,  weeping  and  yelling  (444). 
The  knight  now  felt  himself  safe,  and  thanked  Christ  for  his  victory, 
and  went  on  his  way  (456).  The  country  became  brighter,  and  at  213 
last  he  reached  a  high  wall  that  shone  like  gold,  full  of  precious 
stones  (463).  Out  of  this  wall  came  a  sweet  smell  like  spice.  He 
was  in  such  a  state  of  joy  that  his  former  troubles  were  forgotten 
(469).  Through  the  gate  he  saw  a  surpassing  clearness.  As  he 
thought  of  entering,  there  met  him  a  procession  of  noble  men,  bearing 
crosses,  and  tapers,  and  bright  banners;  these  men  resembled  monks 
and  friars  (478).    They  welcomed  the  knight  with  gladness  and  song, 
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and  two  of  the  leaders  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  thanked  our  Lord 
that  had  kept  him  so  steadfast  (485).  They  led  him  within  the  golden 
wall,  and  he  saw  that  the  place  was  long  and  broad,  apparently 
without  border :  a  beautiful  meadow  full  of  the  sweetest  flowers  ana 
fruit  trees  (495).  There  it  was  always  day  (496).  A  countless  number  214 
of  people  were  thei*e,  singing,  and  m  mu(i  gladness ;  Almighty  God 
was  thJBir  song  (501).  As  some  stars  are  brighter  than  others,  so  was 
it  with  these  people,  though  the  darkest  seemed  brighter  than  any 
gold  (504).  Some  had  crowns  of  gold,  and  all  gave  thanks  to  Christ 
who  had  sent  him  of  the  steadfast  heart  (512).  The  knight  learned 
that  this  was  the  earthly  Paradise,  which  Adam  lost ;  any  one  who 
entered  was  welcomed  with  great  joy,  but  this  gladness  was  nought 
compared  with  the  joy  of  heaven  (556).  Ho  was  led  to  a  high  hill, 
and  there  he  saw  the  walls  of  heaven,  which  shone  like  pure  gold 
(561).  Thither  went  the  lust  in  due  time,  according  to  (iod's  will 
(570).  There  came  a  soft  breeze  from  heaven,  which  fell  upon  all  in 
that  Paradise,  and  at  this  moment  a  joy  before  unknown  took  posses- 
sion of  the  knight;  he  felt  that  sin  could  never  again  be  pleasant 
(579,  588).  He  was  then  assured  that  if  he  served  heaven  faithfully  217 
when  he  returned  to  the  earth,  he  would  inherit  that  divine  joy  (601). 
He  was  told  that  he  might  return  to  the  earth,  and  that  the  nends  had 
no  lon^r  power  against  him  (607).  He  was  accompanied  to  the  gate, 
and  with  tears  bidden  farewell  (623).  He  came  to  the  hall  where  he 
had  parted  with  the  holv  company  who  at  first  welcomed  him,  and 
was  assured  that  when  he  came  to  the  gate  of  the  purgatory,  the 

Erior*8  procession  would  be  at  the  entrance  awaiting  him  (641).  It 
appened  as  they  said,  and  great  was  the  joy  of  Patrick's  monks 
when  they  saw  him  again  (652).  The  knight  thereafter  went  to  the 
Holy  Land  on  a  pilgrimage,  and  fi*om  this  time  was  a  pious  man  (659). 
Often  did  he  tell  of  all  the  men  that  wore  in  Paradise ;  in  his  opmion 
Grey  Monks  had  abundant  joy  (667). 
36.  Life  of  St.  Brendan,  Abbot  of  Hibernta.  Brendan  belonged  to  220—240 
England.  He  lived  an  ascetic  life,  and  was  abbot  over  a  thousand 
monks  (4).  One  day  he  asked  another  abbot,  Berj^n,  what  he  had 
seen  in  ofJier  lands,  and  was  told  of  the  abbot's  son,  Mcrnok,  a  monk 
and  a  man  of  high  repute,  who  went  to  an  isle  far  in  the  sea  in  order 
to  carry  out  GocTs  will  (20,  24).  Beryn  told  of  a  journey  made  into 
the  Eastern  oCean  (33).  ()ne  whole  day  they  were  in  darkness,  but 
by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  they  reached  a  land  brighter  than  the  sun 
(42).  It  was  the  Lord*s  own  land,  and  through  Ilim  it  was  thus  "* 
light  (63).  When  St.  Brendan  heard  this  story,  he  chose  twelve  of  222 
his  monks  and  prepared  a  large  ship,  and  set  sail  on  a  voyage  to 
unknown  lands  (96).  He  saw  a  large  isle  on  the  north  side.  Three 
days  they  travelled  about  ere  they  could  approach  it  and  land  (112). 
They  at  last  got  on  shore,  and  were  guided  by  a  hound  to  a  large  and 
beautiful  hall,  where  a  board  was  spread  with  bread  and  fish  (123). 
Thence  they  visited  the  Land  of  Sheep  (139).  Afterwards  they  reached  223 
an  island,  where  a  fallen  auger  in  the  foim  of  a  bird  told  him  that  he 
must  yet  travel  six  years ;  each  day  he  must  hold  lOaster  feast  among 
them  (215).  For  four  months  in  their  journey  eastwards  were  they 
in  grievous  peril  (244,  267).  They  entered  a  haven  at  last,  through 
the  grace  of  Christ,  and  on  the  island  they  were  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  an  aged  man  (286).  The  next  island  on  which  they  landed 
th(»y  found  to  be  a  groat  whale  (372).  On  St.  Peter's  day  they 
held  a  feast.     The  fishes  flocked  round  them,  and  Brendan  preached  232 
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to  them  (448).  A  north  wind  rose,  and  drove  their  ship  before  it  for 
ei^ht  days ;  at  length  they  reached  a  gloomy  country  overhung  with 
stinking  smoke.  Here  they  were  attacked  by  a  fieixie  wight  and  his 
fellows.  All  the  land  seemed  on  fire,  and  Brendan  perceived  it  was 
the  mouth  of  hell  (494).  One  of  the  monks,  who  had  done  wickedly, 
was  seized  and  cast  into  the  fire  (512).  The  ship  drove  southward, 
and  they  reached  a  huge  rock,  on  which  they  saw  a  miserable  naked 
ghost  (524),  He  told  them  he  was  Judas  Iscariot,  and  that  through  234 
the  Lord's  grace  he  had  received  this  spot  as  an  occasional  refuge 
from  hell,  and  that  he  was  here  every  Sunday  (548).  Fiends  came 
and  sought  to  take  Judas  back  to  hell,  but  Brendan  interposed  for  the 
night,  but  in  the  morning  they  returned  and  seized  Judas  (605). 
After  a  three  days'  journey  they  reached  an  isle  inhabited  by  a 
hermit,  who  had  formerly  been  a  monk  of  St.  Patrick  (652).  They 
next  arrived  at  the  Birds'  Paradise  (679).  At  the  end  of  a  forty  days'  238 
voyage  from  this  place,  they  came  to  a  very  beautiful  country ;  there 
were  trees  full  of  fruit,  and  it  seemed  to  be  always  day  (702).  Here 
a  young  man  told  Brendan  of  his  approaching  death.  Then  they 
turned  homewards ;  at  the  end  of  their  voyage  they  were  welcomed 
joyfully  by  their  brethren  (729).  Shortly  after  this  St.  Brendan  died 
(732).  Many  miracles  have  been  recorded  regarding  him,  and  a  fair 
abbey  was  raised  where  he  was  buried. 

37.  Life  of  St.  Nicholas.    St.  Nicholas  was  bom  of  high  parentage  240 
in  the  city  of  Patras  (2).    He  was  religious,  even  in  his  boynood,  and 
quick  at  learning  (5, 16).     On  one  occasion  he  gave  money  to  a  family 

of  poor  girls  who  had  been  forced  into  a  sinful  life  (33).  When  the 
Bishop  of  Mirre  died  Nicholas  was  appointed  his  successor  (84).  In 
his  office  he  was  humble  and  helpful,  a  priest  to  all  men  (86).  The 
crew  of  a  ship  were  miraculously  saved  by  him  during  a  storm  (108). 
During  a  time  of  famine  he  secured  sufficient  corn  for  the  people 
through  a  miracle  (122).  Some  pilgiims  to  the  church  of  Mirre  had 
brought  ointment  with  them,  which  they  had  received  from  the  devil 
in  the  shape  of  a  woman,  to  smear  to  ill  intent  on  the  holy  walls,  but 
the  saint  exposed  the  trick  (155,  189).  A  war  between  the  emperor  of  246 
Rome  and  nis  enemies  was  brought  to  an  end  through  St.  Nicholas 
convincing  the  invadere  of  their  error  (211).  He  conciliated  three 
princes  and  their  foes,  and  rescued  the  princes  when  falsely  accused 
(232,  246).  Angels  appeared  to  him  before  his  death  (305).  Many 
mimcles  are  recorded  of  hkn.  A  Christian  who  cheated  a  Jew  was 
crushed  to  death  bv  a  cart  through  the  saint's  anger  (326,  356).  A 
man  who  had  failed  to  give  the  saint  a  cup  he  had  promised  loftt  his 
son  by  drowning  (375) ;  but  the  father  having  repented,  St.  Nicholas 
restored  the  boy  to  life  (424).  A  child  who  was  strangled  by  a  devil 
was  restored  to  life  by  the  saint  (508). 

38.  Life  of  St.  Julian  the  Confessor,     St.  Julian  the  Confessor  255 — 256 
was  born   at  Rome.      He  converted  many  to  Christianity  by  his 
preaching  (4).     He  was  sent  into  the  surrounding  cities  to  preach, 

and  though  the  religion  was  held  in  contempt,  Jiis  persuasive  manner 
had  due  effect  (10).  He  had  the  power  of  working  miracles  (15).  On 
one  occcision  he  smote  the  ground  with  his  staff,  and  immediately 
there  sprang  up  a  well  of  purest  water  (25).  He  was  reckoned  a  god 
by  the  people  (30).  He  died  towards  the  end  of  January  (33). 
Life  of  St.  Julian  the  good  harbourer.  St.  Julian  the  good  256 — 260 
harbourer  was  of  noble  family.  Ho  was  stalwart  and  strong,  and  he 
was  a  sincere  Christian  (2).    He  was  fond  of  hunting,  and  one  day, 
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while  pursuing  a  hart,  he  thought  he  heard  the  aninml  declare  to 
him  that  he  was  to  kill  his  father  and  mother  (9).  In  fear  of  such 
an  event,  Julian  left  the  country  and  went  into  the  service  of  a 
foreignprince  (20).  He  received  a  high  post,  and  wedded  a  rich  wife 
(24).  EUs  father  and  mother  lamenting  the  absence  of  their  son,  went 
to  this  country  in  quest  of  him  (27).  They  arrived  at  Julian's  house, 
where  his  wire  in  her  husband's  absence  made  them  welcome,  even 
giving  them  her  own  bed  (36).  Julian,  on  reaching  home  in  the 
mormng,  went  to  his  chamber,  and  finding  there  a  man  and  a  woman 
asleep,  ne  lulled  them,  believing  them  to  be  his  wife  and  a  paramour 
(38,  46).  When  he  discovered  his  error  he  resolved  to  leave  his  wife  258 
and  home  for  ever  (70).  But  his  wife  refused  to  leave  him,  and 
they  went  forth  together,  accordingly,  forsaking  home  and  possescjions 
(81).  On  the  journey  Julian  reached  a  deep  and  |>erilous  stream ; 
beside  it  he  built  a  little  house,  and  resolved  to  live  there  (87).  He 
made  a  boat  and  carried  travellers  across  the  stream  (93).  When  a 
wretched  man  asked  help  he  took  him  to  his  house  and  comforted 
him  (98).  All  this  he  did  in  penance  for  the  death  of  his  father  and 
mother  (100).  St.  Julian's  paternoster  was  customarily  repeated  by 
men  in  that  country  (104).  After  he  had  long  can-ied  on  his  labours,  259 
Julian  heard  one  midnight  some  one  asking  to  be  rowed  across  the 
stream  (113).  He  complied,  and  brought  the  traveller  to  his  house. 
The  man  was  cold,  foul  in  dress,  and  altogether  miserable ;  but  Julian 
showed  him  every  kindness  (123).  At  last  the  stranger  became 
pleasant  to  look  upon,  and  so  bright  that  he  could  8caiK?«ly  be  beheld 
(31).  He  then  declared  that  he  had  been  sent  by  our  Lord  to  saj 
that  Julian  had  done  sufficient  penance,  and  that  both  he  and  his 
wife  should  come  with  joy  to  God  (139).  Soon  afterwards  both  died 
in  their  holy  service  (44). 

39.  Life  of  St.  Mary  of  Egypt.     Mark's  early  days  were  spent  lewdly  260 — 21 
(4).     In  Alexandria  she  brought  many  men  to  sin  (7).     One  day  in 
harvest  she  addressed  a  company  of  men  on  their  way  to  Jerusalem 

to  pay  honour  to  the  Holy  Hood,  and  they  consented  that  she  should 
go  with  them  (40).  Having  reached  the  door  of  the  Temple,  Mary 
supposed  that  the  people  pulled  her  back,  and  in  great  sorrow  she 
fell  before  the  image  oi  the  Virgin  Lady,  and  prayed  for  gi*ace  (64). 
Then  she  went  into  the  Temple,  and  before  the  Holy  Rood  besought 
in  tears  that  her  sins  might  be  forgiven  (78).  She  saw  no  one,  but  263 
she  heard  a  voice  declare  to  her  the  promise  of  peace  (88).  During 
the  night,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Baptist  beside  the  Jordan,  she  began 
to  believe  (96).  She  went  into  the  wilderness,  and  there  lived  many 
5'ears  (102).  After  seventeen  years  her  clothes  rotted  and  fell  away 
from  her,  and  she  was  greatly  tempted  by  evil  passions,  but  she 
remained  firm  in  her  faith  (116).  In  the  thirty-sixth  year  she  was 
visited  by  the  monk  Zosimus  (118).  Zosinius  had  come  from  his 
abbey  in  Palestine  to  do  i)enauce.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  his  266 
journey,  as  he  knelt  at  his  orisons,  he  saw  St.  Mary,  and  they  said 
their  orisons  together  (188).  He  blessed  her  and  went  on  his  journey 
(229).  They  took  the  sacrament  together  (262).  Next  Lent  Zosimus 
returned  to  the  wilderness,  but  could  not  see  St.  !Mary ;  underneath  a 
bright  sign  in  the  air  he  found  her  lying  dead  (294).  She  had  left  a 
request  that  he  should  bury  the  body  (301).  Being  old  and  feeble  he 
could  not  dig  the  grave,  but  a  lion  assisted  him  -vs-ith  its  claws  (328). 

40.  Life  of  St.  CiiRisroniER.     Christopher  was  a  Saracen  and  lived  271 — 27 
in  the  land  of  Canaan.      His  ambition  was  to  serve  only  a  master 
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who  was  supreme.  A  certain  king  seemed  to  answer  to  this  charac- 
tt»r,  but  after  staying  with  him  a  considerable  time,  Christopher  found 
that  he  was  not  the  highest  (29).  He  continued  his  search,  and  on 
his  way  met  a  great  number  of  people  under  a  fierce  leader,  who 
asked  Christopher  whither  he  went  (38).  Christopher  replied  that  he 
was  about  his  own  business,  and  that  he  served  only  the  lord  whom  he 
sought,  the  high  devil  of  hell  (40).  **  Good  brother,"  said  the  stranger,  272 
**I  am  he,'' and  welcomed  him  (42).  Christopher  was  pleased  with 
such  a  master  (44).  But  as  they  wont  on  their  way  they  saw  a  cross, 
and  at  the  sight  the  devil  was  in  fear,  and  on  Christopher  finding 
that  this  was  the  symbol  of  one  still  mightier  than  the  devil,  ho 
resolved  to  seek  this  lord  (59).  A  hermit  told  him  that  he  must  carry 
travellers  over  a  certain  stream,  and  that  thereby  he  would  discover 
the  highest  loi*d  (71).  Having  in  his  hand  a  long  staff,  for  many  days 
Christopher  bore  the  heaviest  over  the  stream  (82).  One  night  he 
was  carrying  across  a  little  child,  but  as  he  went  forward  the  child 
became  larger,  and  the  water  seemed  to  broaden ;  never  before  was  273 
Christopher  so  sorely  burdened  (96).  At  last  he  reached  the  bank, 
after  what  appeared  a  long  jouniey  (99).  The  child  declared  to  him 
that  He  was  Christ,  the  highest  and  mightiest  in  all  the  world  (105). 
In  proof  of  His  power  the  child  told  Christopher  that  on  the  morrow 
his  staff  would  bud;  and  so  it  hapi^onod  (110).  Christopher  went 
forth  and  began  to  preach,  and  at  length  converted  seven  thousand 
men  (128).  He  was  seized  and  carried  l)of()re  the  king  of  the  country, 
and  then  imprisoned  (165).  Two  beautiful  women  sent  to  tempt  him 
he  converted  (169).  Having  refused  to  worship  idols,  Christopher 
was  placed  in  a  fire,  and  then  shot  at,  but  he  was  not  hurt  (198). 
His  head  was  cut  off  in  accordance  with  his  prediction  that  the  277 
blood  would  give  the  king  sight  (218).  The  king  recovered  his  sight 
and  became  a  Christian  (222). 
41.  Life  of  St.  Dominic  the  Confessor.  St.  Dominic  was  bom  in  278—288 
Spain,  in  the  town  of  Cay  Ire  (2).  Before  his  birth  his  mother  had 
a  vision  of  his  future  greatness  (8).  The  bishop  of  the  land  soon 
heard  about  his  good  deeds.  Dominic  disputed  untiringly  with 
those  who  did  not  believe  (37).  Sir  Simon  de  Montfort  helped  his 
cause  (40,  44).  Through  Dominic's  infiuence  began  the  order  of  279 
preaching  friars  (52).  A  document  which  belonged  to  him  was  thrown 
into  the  fire  by  his  enemies ;  but  though  it  lay  there  a  whole  day,  it 
was  none  the  worse  (64).  In  the  city  of  Toulouse  he  strove  for  ten 
years  to  bring  together  an  order  of  preachers  (73).  The  Pope  would 
not  give  his  consent,  but  in  a  dream  he  was  convinced  of  the  justice  of 
Dominic's  view  (94).  Thus  began  the  order  of  preaching  friars  (100). 
These  friars  went  to  Spain,  to  Paris,  and  to  Boulogne  (112).  Dominic 
prayed  for  more  power,  and  was  encouraged  in  a  vision,  and  told  that 
he  would  have  a  fellow-champion,  St.  Francis,  who  founded  the  friars 
minor  (128,  133).  On  the  morrow  these  two  saints  met  (144).  They  282 
were  supported  in  their  work  by  do  Montfort  (156).  As  Dominic  and 
his  fellows  were  going  on  a  journey  near  Toulouse,  their  books  fell 
into  the  water ;  but  three  days  afterwards  a  fisherman  found  them, 
and  they  were  dry  and  uninjured  (220).  On  one  occasion,  when 
Dominic  and  forty  of  his  monks  were  at  Rome,  they  wore  mira- 
culously fed  (224).  One  day  rain  fell  heavily,  but  did  not  touch  the 
place  where  Dominic  was  (235).  One  night,  during  his  orisons,  he 
was  tempted  by  the  devil  in  the  disguise  of  a  friar  (284).  At  the  time  286 
of  his  death  Dominic  had  a  convent  of  friars,  whom  he  had  taught 
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thoroughly  how  to  preach  (309).  He  died  in  the  year  1281  (320). 
When  he  died  the  prior  of  Bixe,  in  a  vision,  saw  him  drawn  up  a 
ladder  into  heaven  (340). 

42.  Theopiiilus.     Theophilus  was  a  good  clerk,  and  after  the  death  of  288—293 
his  bishop  he  was  oflTered  the  appointment,  but  refused  (4).     Another 
accordingly  received  it.     This  man  robbed  Theophilus,  and  brought 

him  to  gi-eat  poverty  (10).  He  then  asked  a  Jew  to  help  him,  and 
agreed  to  serve  the  devil  for  riches  (21).  Theophilus  bound  himself  290 
to  the  devil  by  a  wiitten  agreement,  and  became  rich,  but  was  never- 
theless in  fear  that  the  devil  would  betray  and  destroy  him  (63,  87). 
At  length  he  repented  of  the  step,  and  prayed  to  the  Virgin  Lady 
forty  days  and  forty  nights  (105).  She  had  mercy  on  him,  and  bade 
him  be  shriven  (121).  When  he  was  in  trepidation,  she  interceded 
with  Christ  on  his  behalf,  and  he  got  back  his  deed  of  covenant  with 
the  devil  (150).  Theophilus  publicly  confessed  his  sin  (167).  The 
agreement  was  burned  (177).  Shortly  after  Theophilus  fell  ill,  and 
died ;  now  he  is  sainted  (191).     His  day  is  a  little  before  April  (192). 

43.  George.     St.  George  was  a  holy  man  of  Cappadocia  (1).    He  was  294 — 296 
a  convert  to  Christianity  (3).     He  refused  to  worship  Dacian's  false 

gods,  and  was  horribly  tortured  by  him  (13,  33).  He  was  scourged 
and  salted,  put  on  a  wheel  of  swords,  and  thrown  into  a  furnace  of 
boiling  lead  (39,  64).  His  head  was  struck  off,  after  he  had  prayed 
for  and  received  a  boon  from  Christ  (97). 

44.  Life  of  St.  Edmund  the  Kino.    St  Edmund  was  king  of  Suf-  296—299 
folk  (3),     He  was  taken  prisoner  by  tlie  Dajush  kings  Hubba  and 
Hinguar,  bound,  and  condemned  to  death  (35).     He  was  scourged 

and  shot  at,  and  his  head  was  cut  off  and  hidden  in  a  secret  place, 
but  Was  found  by  a  wolf  (40,  69).     His  head  spoke  after  it  had  been 
cut  off  (81).    His  body  was  enshrined  at  Edmundsbury  (87).    The 
r     town  became  a  place  of  pilgrimage  (97^. 

45.  Michael.    The  following  miracle  is  recorded  of  St.  Michael :   a  299 — 322 
certain  man  of  Apulia,  named  Gargan,  shot  an  arrow  at  his  ox,  but  by 

the  will  of  the  saint  the  weapon  recoiled  and  wounded  himself  (5,  22). 
A  noble  church  was  founded  to  St.  Michael  on  a  hill  (41).  A  number 
of  Saracens  who  attacked  some  Christians  near  were  slain  by  light- 
ning (58).  The  saint's  footsteps  miraculously  left  an  impress  on  the 
marble  pavement  of  the  church  (90).  Because  of  his  illustrious  charac-  302 
ter,  Michael's  day  was  consecrated  by  the  Pope  (99).  It  falls  in 
November,  before  the  feast  of  St.  Luke  (104).  A  second  church  in 
his  honour  was  built  on  the  hill  of  Toumbe  (110).  On  the  anniversary 
of  Michael's  day  the  sea  withdraws  from  the  base  of  the  hill  (133). 
A  woman  and  child  were  miraculously  preserved  by  him  in  the  sea 
(147).  St.  Michael  fought  Lucifer  and  his  companions  (166).  Ho 
overcame  the  rebel  angels  and  drove  them  to  hell  (192).  Ten  orders 
of  angels  were  created,  the  t<inth  of  which  went  to  perdition  (212). 
Good  and  evil  angels  cause  dreams  and  the  nightmare  (224).  Out-  306 
cast  angels  are  elves  in  the  woods  and  on  the  downs,  and  sometimes 
they  appear  in  towns  (225).  The  devil  when  bound  bites  men  as  a 
tied-up  dog  does  (295).  His  fingers,  wherewith  he  tempts  men,  have 
particular  names  (313).  The  devil  begins  his  temptation  of  men  with 
his  little  finger  (342).  The  pit  of  hell  is  in  the  midst  of  the  earth ; 
heaven  is  round  the  earth  (391).  There  are  eight  firmaments  and 
■  seven  planets  (413).  The  moon's  influence  on  the  earth's  climate  and 
productions  is  wonderful  (425).  The  sun  is  among  the  planets,  like  a 
king  among  men  (448).    Though  a  man  travelled  forty  miles  a  day 
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for  eight  thousand  yoars,  he  would  not  reach  the  highest  heaveu 
(489).  The  soul  of  mun  after  death,  if  it  be  pure,  goes  to  heaven  as 
swiftly  as  man's  thought  (499).  Even  more  quickly,  if  it  be  evil,  will 
it  go  to  hell  (507).  Beneath  the  lowest  heaven,  wherein  is  the  moon, 
are  the  four  elements — fire,  air,  water,  and  earth  (509).  Between  314 
Apiil  and  May,  and  near  harvest,  come  lightning  and  thunder,  the 
weather  being  both  hot  and  wet  (561).  The  breath  of  the  water  that 
the  sun  draws  up  falls  in  dew  (611).  Hoar-frost  is  the  dew  fix)zen 
(617).  Wells  come  from  veins  of  water  (639).  Man  is  compounded 
of  the  four  elements  (618).  A  man  who  is  compounded  cniefly  of 
earth  is  slow  as  the  ass,  of  pale  colour,  hard-skinned,  and  poweiful ; 
he  thinks  more  than  he  speaks  (671).  lie  who  has  much  of  the 
element  of  water  is  fat  and  a  great  sleeper  (676).  The  man  who  has 
much  air  in  his  composition  is  fresh-coloured,  and  of  lively  dis- 
position ;  granted  moat  and  diink,  he  cares  for  little  else  (683).  The 
man  compounded  chiefly  of  fire  is  slight  and  ruddy,  hardy  and  lecher- 
ous (686).  The  three  first  formative  balls  of  the  foetus  are  brain,  319 
heart,  and  liver  (704).  In  each  man  there  are  three  souls  (736).  The 
third  soul  is  immortal,  and  at  death  goes  to  weal  or  woe  (774). 
The  other  two  souls  die  with  the  body  (781).  It  is  to  be  prayed  that 
St.  Michael  may  guide  our  immortal  souls  to  joy  (802). 
47.  Clement.  St.  Clement  was  bom  at  Eome  (1).  His  kindred  were  322 — 310 
of  the  highest  members  of  the  law ;  his  father's  name  was  Faustinian, 
his  mother's  Macidian  (3).  He  had  two  twin  brothers,  older  than  he, 
Faust  and  Faustyu  (5).  His  mother  was  beautiful  (7).  She  took  th€ 
twin  brothers  to  Athens,  where  they  were  to  study,  while  Clement 
remained  with  his  father  at  Rome  (39).  The  ship  in  which  lilkcidian  323 
and  her  sons  sailed  was  wrecked,  and  when  she  was  saved  her  sons 
had  disappeared  (72).  She  gnawed  her  hands  with  grief,  and  lost  the 
use  of  them  (97).  Clement  soon  became  a  good  scholar  (126).  He 
was  a  disciple  of  St.  Barnabas,  and  then  of  St.  Peter  (129).  He  told  326 
St.  Peter  of  the  sad  absence  of  his  mother  and  his  brothers  (146). 
One  day  Clement's  mother  recognized  him  (183).  Two  former  dis- 
ciples of  Simon  Magus,  who  had  become  followers  of  St  Peter,  were 
found  to  bo  the  lost  brothers  (201).  St.  Clement  and  his  brothers  had 
an  argument  with  an  old  man,  in  which  Clement  was  the  ablest 
arguer  (236).  The  old  man  proved  to  be  their  father  (275).  Sipaon 
Magus  transformed  Clement's  father  into  his  own  shape,  in  order  to 
escape  the  Emperor's  vengeance  (303).  His  children  failed  to  re- 
cognize him  (323).  At  Antioch  the  father  declared  Simon's  abuse  of 
St.  Peter  a  he  (349).  Simon  himself  was  rejected  (387).  At  Home 
St.  Peter  was  martyred,  and  there  St  Clement  was  made  Pope,  335 
though  he  did  not  wish  it  (395).  Clement  cured  a  man  blind  and 
deaf,  and  he  and  his  retinue  became  Christians  (439).  Trajan  ordered 
Clement  to  do  sacrifice  or  leave  the  country  (456).  Diiven  into  the 
wilderness,  he  found  many  Christian  fugitives,  who  made  him  their 
leader  (465).  Bj'  a  miracle  he  made  a  well  spring  there  (475).  Five 
hundred  heathen  temples  he  destroyed,  and  built  six  hundred  and 
fifteen  churches  in  their  stead  (487).  Trajan  had  Clement  thrown  *^ 
into  the  sea,  where  he  perished  (488).  The  sea  withdrew  and  dis-  338 
closed  a  chapel  where  his  body  was  shrined  (500).  Long  after,  every 
year  for  seven  days  was  the  land  dry  round  this  holj'  chapel,  and  ' 
pilgiims  visited  it  (511).  A  boy  was  miraculously  kept  alive  for  a 
year  under  the  sea  (536).  Clement's  body  was  buried  m  the  church 
named  after  him  at  Home  (549). 


Xli7      LEOKXDS   OF  SAINTS. — 48.  ST.  LAURENCE.      49.  ST.  KENELM. 

Pi.GHS 

48.  Lawrexce.    St.  Lawrence  ended  his  life  in  resolute  Tnartyrdom  (1).  340—3-1 
Decius  and  his  lieutenant  Valeiian  attempted  to  obtain  the  treasure 

of  the  church  where  Lawrence  was  archdeacon  (22).  The  saint  was 
cast  into  prison  ^34).  A  heathen,  named  Lucille,  confined  therein, 
who  had  wept  himself  blind  with  sorrow,  was  cured  by  him  (47). 
^  Ypolite  the  jailer  was  converted  (54).  On  being  again  asked  for  the 
church's  treasures,  Lawrence  showed  poor,  sick  men  (83).  He  was 
scourged  because  of  this  answer,  so  that  the  blood  ran  down  his  limbs 
(92).  He  was  tortured  on  hooks  and  wheels  girt  with  razors,  and  on 
a  red-hot  iron  bed  covered  with  spikes  (100).  Fiery  plates  of  iron 
were  thrust  into  his  wounds  (120).  A  voice  declared  to  him  that  he 
must  yet  suffer  more  (132).  He  was  beaten  with  iron  scourges,  and 
burnt  and  torn  on  a  gridiron  (154).  Still  he  remained  true  to  Christ 
(466).  After  praying  to  Christ  he  died  (172).  Ho  was  buried  by  his 
convert  Ypolite  (176). 

49.  Life  of  St.  Kexelm,  the  Kino.     St.  Kenelm  was  king  of  the  345— 3i 
March  of  Wales  (2).   His  father  Kenulf  built  the  abbey  of  Winchcombe 

(the  greatest  city  in  the  West  half  of  England)  (7).  At  that  time  there 
were  live  kings  in  England,  who  ruled  particular  districts  (20).  The 
king  of  the  March  had  Worcestershire,  Warwickshire,  Gloucestershire,  346 
Cheshire,  Derbyshire,  Staffordshire,  part  of  Shropshire,  Herefordshire, 
Northamptonshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Oxfordshire,  Leicestershire, 
Lincolnshire,  and  Nottinghamshire ;  all  these  were  formerly  called  the 
March  of  Wales,  and  of  all  was  Kenelm  king  (40),  and  Winchcombe 
was  his  chief  city  (42).  Of  the  other  four  kings,  he  of  Wcssex  (47)  had 
Wiltshire,  Dorset— and  Berkshire,  Sussex,  Chichester,  Southampte- 
shire,  Surrey,  Devonshire,  and  Cornwall  (58).  The  king  of  Kent  nad 
Kent  (59).  The  king  of  Eastland  had  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  and  Cambridge  (66).  The  king  of  Northumberland  had  all  the 
land  beyond  the  Humber  into  Scotland  (70).  [The  divisions  ef  the 
counties  into  bishoprics  are  also  stated  in  the  text.]  Kenulf  died  347 
a.d.  819,  and  St.  Kenelm  succeeded  to  the  throne,  though  only  seven 
years  old.  One  of  his  sisters,  Wcnylde,  loved  him ;  but  the  other, 
Quendride,  envied  him,  and  thought  she  should  have  his  heritage  if 
she  could  kill  him ;  so  she  gave  him  poison,  but  it  did  not  hurt  him, 
as  our  Lord  would  not  have  him  martyred  so  lightly  (85,  101).  Then 
she  promised  his  guardian,  Askebert,  money  and  herself  if  he  would 
kill  Kenelm  (112,  115).  Askebert  took  him  to  hunt  in  the  wood  of 
Cient,  and  he  lay  down  to  sloop  (153).  Askebert  dug  a  pit  to  destroy 
him,  but  the  boy  awoke  and  declared  that  he  would  not  die  till  his 
guardian's  stick  gave  a  sign  that  he  was  to  be  martyred  (166).  As 
they  went  on,  the  stick  began  to  put  forth  leaves,  and  became  a  great 
ash  (171).     Then  Askebert  struck  off  Kenelm's  head  (187).     Quen-  350 

.  dride  seized  all  her  brother's  land,  made  herself  queen  of  the  March, 
and  forbade  any  one  ever  to  name  her  brother's  name  under  pain  of 
beheading  (210).  One  day  as  the  Pope  was  sin^ng  Mass  at  St. 
Peter's  in  Rome,  a  dove  whiter  than  any  snow  laid  a  writing  with 

-  letters  of  gold  in  English  on  the  altar,  sajdng  that  Kenelm  lay  under 
a  thorn  in  Coubach,  bereft  of  his  head  (216).  This  writ  was  kept  as  a 
relic,  as  coming  from  heaven  and  our  Lord's  hand ;  and  St.  Kenelm's 
day  is  held  as  a  feast-day  at  Rome  (276).  The  Pope  sent  to  WoMred,  352 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  have  the  body  sought  out  (253).  When 
the  saint's  llody  was  taken  up,  a  spring  of  miraculous  virtue  flowed 
out  of  the  place,  which  received  the  name  of  St.  Kenelm's  well  (298). 
Though  the  bishop  had  ordered  the  body  to  bo  taken  to  Winchcombe 
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in  Gloucostersliire,  the  Worcestershire  people  wished  to  keep  it ;  and 
the  two  shires  strove  for  it  by  the  water  of  Porschoro  (310).  The 
Gloucestershire  men,  favoured  by  fortune,  can*ied  away  the  body 
(321).  On  their  journey  they  became  weary,  and  were  obliged  to 
rest  on  a  high  down  on  the  east  of  Winchcombe ;  they  prayed  for 
drink,  and  a  well  sprang  up,  by  which  was  built  St.  Kenelm*s  chapel  3o5 
(336).     His  sister  came  to  a  miserable  end  (364). 

50.  Life  of  St.  Gregory.     St.  Gregory  was  bom  in  Sicily.    There  355—339 
he  built  six  abbeys  (4).    At  Rome  he  was  made  a  Cardinal  (16).    One 

day  outside  his  palace,  he  was  struck  by  the  beauty  of  some  English 
childi-en,  who  were  being  sold  as  slaves,  and  called  them  "Angels"  (19). 
This  gave  him  an  interest  in  England,  and  he  asked  leave  to  go  there 
to  preach  (39).  Through  a  heavenly  light,  he  was  chosen  Pope  (65). 
He  then  ])lanned  the  mission  of  St.  Augustine  (76).  Augustine 
accordingly  went  to  England  and  converted  the  people  to  Chiis- 
tianity  (89). 

51.  Life  of   St.   Cuthbert.     St.    Cuthbort  was  bora  in  England.  359— 3r2 
When  only  eighteen  he  was  exhorted  in  a  vision  to  give  up  idle  games 

(3).  He  became  a  Grey  fi'iar,  and  was  esteemed  the  holiest  monk 
in  England  (35).  He  was  afflicted  with  gout,  and  suffered  great 
anguish  till  an  an^l,  in  the  guise  of  a  knight,  prescribed  for  him 
(47).  On  one  occasion  he  housed  a  stranger  kindly,  who  turned  out 
to  be  an  angel  (69).  When  feeling  weak  after  bathing  in  the  sea, 
he  was  licked  by  otters  (93).  He  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Durham 
(100). 

52.  Life  op  St.  Mark,  the  Evangelist.    St.  Mark  preached  long  in  362—303 
Egypt  (3).     In  Alexandria  he  healed  a  shoemaker^s  hand  (15,  16). 

He  was  seized  by  order  of  the  prince  of  the  country,  tortured  with 
iron  hooks,  and  thrown  into  prison  (23).  In  prison  our  Lord  ap- 
peared and  foretold  his  martyrdojn  (31).  Next  day  Mark  was  tied  to 
a  wild  horse,  and  torn  limb  from  limb  (38).  This  happened  in  the 
month  of  April  (41).  St.  Mark's  day  is  one  of  general  fasting,  and 
banners  are  carried  about  in  respect  to  his  memory  (43). 

53.  Of  the  Apostles  Philip  and  James.     In  the  twentieth  year  364—365 
after  our  Lord's  passion  Philip  preached  to  the  heathen  in  Scythia,(4). 

Ho  healed  their  sick,  and  overthrew  the  idols,  and  set  up  the  cross  in 
their  place  (8,  21).  Christianity  was  accepted  with  gladness  by  the 
people  (24).  St.  Philip  died  peaceably  in  his  bed  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  (.31). 

54.  Life  of  St.  James.    St.  James  was  related  to  our  Lord,  the  son  365 — 366 
of  our  Lady's  sister  (1).     St.  Anne,  our  Lady's  mother,  had  three 
husbands,  Joachim,  Cleophas,  and  Salome;  she  had  three  daughters, 

of  whom  Joseph  wedded  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Cleophas  ;  the  young- 
est of  the  three  daughters  was  the  mother  of  St.  James  (11).  On  one 
occasion  St.  James  was  set  up  on  a  ladder  to  preach  among  Pharisees, 
being  reputed  a  man  of  wisdom ;  but  when  he  preached  the  Gospel 
the  ladder  was  knocked  down,  and  James  was  only  saved  by  a  miracle 
(43).  He  was  then  led  to  prison  (48).  On  being  set  free,  having  again 
preached  Christianity,  his  brains  were  dashed  out  (51). 

55.  Life  of  St.  Bartholomew.    St.  Bartholomew  was  of  royal  blood,  366—376 
a  comely  man  of  sweet  temperament  (1,2).    After  our  Lord's  ascension 

he  preached  Christianity  in  foreign  countries,  and  in  India  he  deprived 
the  god  Astaroth  of  his  healing  and  prophetic  powers  ^7,  13).  The 
idol  Berit  acknowledged  the  spiritual  power  of  the  samt  (47,  76). 
One  day  at  a  celebration  in  the  heathen  temple  he  cured  a  man  pos- 
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sessod  of  a  devil,  and  brought  to  a  sane  mind  the  lunatic  daughter  of 
King  Pollimius  (81,  106).  He  refused  the  king's  gifts,  but  accom- 
panied him  to  prove  the  falseness  of  the  idol  gods  (loif),  127).  An 
angel  showed  the  people  the  devil  in  their  idols  (174).  Pollimius  and  372 
his  queen,  with  all  his  people,  became  Christians  (199).  Bartholomew 
next  endeavoured  to  convert  the  king's  brother  Astriages,  but  failed 
(205,  23d).  By  the  orders  of  Astriages  the  saint  was  tortui'ed  and 
crucified  with  his  head  turned  towards  the  ground  (238,  242).  Pol- 
limius afterwards  was  made  a  bishop,  and  held  office  for  twenty  years 
(272).  Bartholomew's  bones  were  collected  and  shrined  in  Apulia 
(306,  311). 

66.  Thomas  the  Apostle.    St.  Thomas  was  martyred  in  India  (1).  376—389 
Men  called  him  **  Thomas  long  in  doubt,"  because  of  his  unbelief  (4). 

It  happened  long  after  our  Lord's  ascension  that  Godofre,  king  of 
India,  sent  out  a  proclamation  for  a  carpenter  who  might  build  him  a 
palace  (19).  Thomas,  who  was  in  Caesarea,  was  asked  by  our  Lord  in  a  377 
vision  to  accept  the  king's  proposal,  at  the  same  time  being  told  that 
he  would  convert  many  people,  and  suffer  martyrdom  (24,  33).  Shortly 
after  the  apostle,  by  agreement  with  the  king's  messenger,  took  ship 
for  India  (54).  On  his  journey  he  anived  at  a  leading  town  where 
they  were  celebrating  the  marriage  of  a  princess  (77).  At  the  feact 
the  butler  was  killed  by  a  lion,  because  of  a  quarrel  with  St.  Thomas 
(89,  96).  The  apostle  blessed  the  newly-made  husband  and  wife,  and 
caused  a  miraculous  growth  of  dates  in  their  garden  (116).  The  bride 
and  bridegroom  became  Christians,  and  with  them  were  converted 
the  king  and  all  his  family  (142).  On  ariiving  in  India  the  saint 
pleased  the  king  gieatly  by  his  description  of  the  proposed  palace 
(163).  He  went  throuffhout  the  country  preaching  the  Gospel  and  381 
converted  many;  and  he  built  churches  and  appointed  piiests  (171, 
172).  When  the  king  returned  after  an  absence,  and  found  his  palace 
unbuilt,  he  cast  the  saint  into  prison,  and  swore  that  he  would  scatter 
hi£  ashes  to  the  wind  (174,  180).  The  kings  brother  having  died,  a 
funeral  pile  was  kindled,  and  a  great  company  assembled ;  the  dead 
man  rose  to  life,  declaring  that  this  was  through  the  power  of  St. 
lliomas  (185,  193).  The  restored  man  then  went  to  the  prison, 
thanked  the  saint,  and  asked  forgiveness  for  the  king  (214,  216).  The 
king  also  pi-ayed  for  pardon,  and  released  the  saint  (219).  The  king  383 
and  all  tne  people  were  converted,  as  many  as  fourteen  thousand 
men,  women,  and  children  (235).  St.  Thomas  set  a  priest  over  each 
church,  and  went  further  into  these  lands  to  preach  Christianity  (239). 
In  another  country  he  performed  many  mii*acles,  and  was  reputed  a 
god  (241,  247).  The  people  brought  him  presents,  and  wished  to 
crown  him  a  king,  but  he  refused  such  kindness  (253).  Thomas 
having  ])rayed  for  the  deaf  and  sick,  a  heavenly  light  cured  all  (272). 
Migdonia,  wife  of  the  king,  having  heard  the  saint  preach  and  seen 
his  miracles,  turned  Chiistian  (290,  316).  A  son  of  the  king  was 
restored  to  life  by  him  (346).  Because  he  had  converted  Migdonia,  387 
Thomas  was  seized  and  tortured  by  the  king  (374).  He  was  placed 
in  a  fire,  and  then  in  a  red-hot  oven,  but  was  unharmed  (383,  389). 
The  idols  melted  like  wax  at  his  word  (409).  One  of  the  hoathon 
priests  in  great  rage  killed  the  saint  with  a  sword  (423).  Some  of  the 
converts  buried  his  body  with  great  honour  (433). 

67.  Mathias  THE  Apostle.     St.  Mathias  and  St.  Paul  were  the  last  389—390 
chosen  of  the   apostles  (10).     Mathias  miraculously  restored   sight 

to  three  hundred  blind  men   (29).      He  was  martyred  with  great 
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tortures  by  the  ruler  of  Judea  (33).  His  body  was  buried  at  St. 
Mary'f|  in  Kome  (37). 

58.  Here  begins  the  Life  of  St.  Silvester.    St  Silvester  was  Pope  391—392 
during  the  happier  daj's  of  Christianity  in  Rome  (1,  6).     He  buried 

St.  Timothy's  body,  which  had  been  thrown  after  martj'rdom  into 
a  loathsome  place  (10,  16).  The  ruler  seized  Silvester,  and  cast 
him  into  prison,  but  was  choked  with  a  fish-bone  (25).  The  i*ulor*8 
counsellor  asked  the  saint  for  mercy,  and  set  him  free  (33).  Silvester 
was  Pope  for  more  than  twenty  years  (61). 

59.  Eustace.     St.  Eustace,  then  named  Placidas,  while  hunting  a  393 — 402 
stag  was  spoken  to  by  the  animal  in  the  voice  of  our  Lord  (13),     He 

and  his  family  became  Christians  (35).  It  was  foretold  that  he  would 
suffer  woe,  aud  shortly  after  this  he  lost  all  his  possessions  (44,  57). 
His  wife  was  taken  from  him  by  a  shipman  ;  one  son  was  carried  off 
by  a  wolf,  the  other  by  a  lion  (73,  89).  He  fell  into  great  distress 
(117).  The  empei*or  tried  to  find  Eustace,  and  at  length  he  was  dis- 
covered (153),  led  the  emperor's  army  in  battle,  and  conquei*ed  his 
enemies  (169).  Two  of  his  lieutenants  he  found  to  be  his  own  sons 
(181).  His  wife  was  shortly  afterwards  restored  to  him  (227).  He 
returned  in  joy  to  Rome,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  sons  (261).  In 
the  temple  Eustace  refused  to  worship  idols,  and  was  cast  into  a  den 
of  lions;  but  they  did  not  touch  him  (275,  292).  He  and  his  family 
suffered  death  by  fire  (312).  Their  bodies  were  found  to  be  whole 
after  the  burning  (321). 

60.  John  the  Apostle.    St.  John  the  Apostle  was  the  son  of  our  402—417 
Lord's  aunt,  and  brother  of  St.  James  (1,2).     He  was  twelve  months 
younger   than    our   Lord   (7).     St   John  was   brought   before   the 
emperor  Domitian's  judge,  condemned  on  account  of  his  faith,  and 
thrown  into  burning  oil,  but  came  out  unhurt  (45,  57).     Then  he 

was  outlawed  to  Patmos,  wheie  he  wrote  the  Apocalypse  (72).  He  404 
returned  to  Ephesus,  and  there  restored  Drusiane  to  life  (91).  At 
the  entreaty  of  the  Chiistians  of  Ephesus,  St.  John  wrote  his  Gospel 
(131).  By  his  praj'or  a  heathen  temple  fell  down  with  gi-eat  noise 
(179).  In  order  to  convert  Bishop  Anstodemus,  he  drank  poison  and 
remained  unhurt  (197,  222).  Aiistodemus  and  others  were  converted 
by  the  miraculous  powers  of  the  apostle  (241).  He  turned  bows  and 
arrows  into  pure  gold,  and  stones  into  gems  (263).  He  raised  a  dead 
man  to  life  (275).  At  his  bidding  the  restoi-ed  man  reproached  two 
deserting  Christians,  and  they  repented  (291).  He  justified  his  play- 
ing with  a  pet  pai'tiidge,  as  tiio  mind,  like  a  bow,  must  needs  unbend 
(325).  A  bishop,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  a  young  man, 
after  a  time  allowed  him  to  fall  into  sin  (359).  Having  heard  that  the 
vouth  had  become  an  outlaw,  St.  John  rode  out  to  find  him  (415).  414 
he  discovered  the  j'outh,  and  brought  bim  back  to  virtue  (427).  In 
a  vision  of  our  Lord  aud  His  disciples,  the  apostle  was  summoned  to 
heaven  (447).  He  ordered  a  four-cornered  pit  to  be  dug  close  to  the 
altar  in  his  church;  and  there  he  died  (454,  480).  St.  Edward,  king 
of  England,  gave  a  ring  to  the  apostle  in  the  guise  of  a  poor  man,  and 
it  was  sent  back  to  him  with  a  message  (498,  513). 

61.  All  Saints*  Day.     There  are  five  reasons  why  it  is  kept  (1,  16).  418—420 
Pope  Boniface  had  the  church  of  **  Marie  La  Rounde*'  built  at  Rome 

(25).  All  Saints'  Day  was  altered  by  Pope  Gregory  to  Nov.  1.  On 
this  day  the  warden  of  St  Peter  had  a  vision  of  Christ  in  heaven,  and 
of  the  saints  (47,  78). 

62.  All  Souls'  Day.    A  fair  vision  on  this  day  an  angel  showed  to  420 — 431 
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the  Pope  at  Rome  (3).  Ho  thought  he  saw  many  men  lying  on  beds 
of  gold,  and  many  more  sitting  at  a  high  board,  supplieil  with  everj'- 
thing  thoy  wished ;  others  going  about  naked,  and  others  an-hungered 
(4,  8).  He  was  told  that  this  was  Purgatory  (10).  Those  who  lay  on  41 
gold  beds  were  they  who  had  been  charitable  on  earth,  and  that  had 
masses  sung  for  them  (12).  Those  who  were  an-hungered  were  men 
for  whom  no  masses  were  sung  (16).  It  was  founded  to  relieve  men 
from  small  venial  sins  (34).  The  only  joy  in  Purgatory  is  the  hope  of 
future  happiness  (52).  It  has  five  different  districts :  the  first  is  in  the 
firmament ;  the  second  in  the  air  above  us ;  the  thii*d  on  the  earth 
where  we  live ;  the  fourth  in  the  water ;  the  fifth  deep  under  the  earth, 
close  to  hell  (81,  86).  There  are  four  reasons  for  this  (89).  A  man  in 
the  earthly  pnrgatory  for  whom  the  mass  was  sung  passed  to  the  joy 
of  heaven  (1 16).  St.  Theobald,  when  afflicted  with  gout,  was  benefited  4: 
by  a  soul  in  ice,  who  asked  him  to  sing  masses  for  him  (127,  150). 
Praj^ors,  almsdeeds,  and  masses  help  out  of  purgatorj'  (170).  It  is 
related  that  skeletons  in  a  churchyard  fought  on  behalf  of  a  pra^dng 
man  (175. 184).  A  man  called  Stephen,  who  helped  a  friend  with  alms, 
was  on  this  account  saved  (193).  A  man  who  nad  fallen  into  a  ditch 
under  a  rock  was  fed  by  his  wife's  offerings  at  mass  (215,  252).  The 
three  kinds  of  people  wno  go  sti-aight  to  heaven  are  young  children, 
martyrs,  and  pure  men  (265,  280).  Children  at  death  go  through  pur- 
gatorj'  like  lightning  (297).  St.  Stephen  and  St.  John  saw  straight 
into  heaven  when  they  died  (303,  320). 
63.  Edmund  the  Confessor.  St.  Edmund  the  Confessor  was  bom  at  4J 
Abingdon  (3).  His  mother's  name  was  Mabile  (5).  He  and  his  brother 
Robert  went  to  Paris  to  school,  where  they  wore  a  hair-shirt  two  or 
three  daj's  a  week  (19,  46).  One  day  St.  Edmund,  having  left  his 
play  to  pray,  was  talked  to  by  another  child,  who  proved  to  be  Jesus 
Christ  (59,  79)^  When  at  College  at  Oxford  he  kept  himself  pure,  4 J 
and  once  flogged  a  girl  who  had  come  naked  into  his  bed  (89,  107). 
His  mother  died  and  was  buried  at  Abingdon,  with  *' Mabile,  flower 
of  widows,"  graven  on  her  tomb  (144).  Edmund  put  his  sisters  in  a 
nunnerj',  according  to  his  mothei-'s  request  (147).  He  wore  hair- 
shirts,  and  underwent  penance  (171).  He  was  wont  to  pray  to  Christ, 
the  Virgin,  and  St.  John.  One  day  he  forgot  it,  and  St  John  came 
with  a  staff  and  threatened  to  strike  him,  but  forgave  him  (217).  He 
learnt  arithmetic  at  Oxford,  but  then  turned  to  divinity,  and  taught  4* 
it  to  scholars  (235,  255).  One  day  in  a  vision  he  saw  a  dove  bring 
him  Christ's  flesh,  and  then  ho  disputed  wonderiully  conceniing  the 
Trinity  (265).  He  forgot  one  night  to  think  of  Christ's  passion  ;  the 
devil  took  hold  of  him  to  stop  him  from  crossing  himself,  but  he 
thought  of  the  Passion,  and  caught  the  devil  by  the  throat,  who  con- 
fessed that  the  Passion  was  the  beht  protector  against  him  (285,  313). 
He  arranged  his  time  so  as  never  to  bo  idle,  and  became  a  great 
preacher  (323).  He  was  chosen  to  preach  for  the  Crusade  in  England  4-: 
(329).  He  performed  miracles  while  he  carried  this  out  at  Oxfoid 
and  elsewhere  (341,  382).  He  was  made  Canon  of  Salisbury,  and  none 
was  held  his  peer  in  goodness  in  the  country  (391).  He  was  elected . 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  but  only  by  his  bishop's  command  did  he 
accept  it  (415,  451).  He  was  earnest  in  penance  and  fasting,  and  had 
always  pity  on  poor  men  who  were  pei*secuted  (462).  So  good  was  he, 
that  the  devil  raised  strife  between  him  and  King  Henry  (John's  son), 
who  held  the  convent  of  Canterbury  ogainst  him  (488,  493).  Thougli  4^ 
the  Legate  was  against  him,  St.  Edmund  held  out,  disregarded  the 


/ 


LEGENDS   OP   SAINTS. — 64.,  BT.  MARTIN.       60.  ST.  MAGDALENE.      xHx 

PiOKS 

king's  throats,  and  cursed  him  and  all  oppressors  of  the  Church  (514). 
Polio  wing  Beket's  example,  Si  Edmuna  went  to  France,  to  Ponteney, 
and  then  to  Soycie  (556).  There  he  died,  in  the  year  1242  A.D.,  and 
his  hody  was  buried  at  Ponteney  (688). 

64.  Mabtin.    St.  Martin's  father  wau  a  knip^ht,  and  at  the  age  of  449— 456 
fifteen  his  son  was  taken  into  battle  with  him  (1,  14).    In  his  eigh- 
teenth year  he  gave  a  beggar  half  his  cloak,  and  became  a  Christian 
shortly  after  (19).    In  a  subsequent  battle  he  refused  to  fight,  and 

went  mto  the  encounter  unarmed  (33,  53).  Then  he  tumea  monk, 
and  was  captured  by  outlaws  (61).  He  converted  the  outlaws  (69). 
Ho  raised  a  dead  man  to  life(81).  On  account  of  his  piety  he  was 
made  Bishop  of  Tours  (94^.  He  had  miraculous  power  oyer  fire,  the  451 
trees,  venomous  worms,  birds,  and  beasts  (108,  136).  On  one  occasion 
ho  made  greyhounds  stop  hunting  a  hare,  and  he  drove  out  the  devil 
from  a  mad  cow  (142,  148).  In  a  burning  house  he  slept  without 
harm  (194).  The  devil  tempted  him  with  rich  apparel,  but  the  saint 
defeated  his  trick  (229).  When  he  died  people  heard  the  angels  sing 
as  they  bore  him  to  heaven  (257).  His  death  took  place  in  the  year 
466  A.D. ;  he  was  eighty  j^ears  of  age  (259). 

65.  Leonakd  the  Confessor.    Leonard  lived  about  the  year  500  A.D.  456—462 
(1).    None  was  held  in  greater  esteem  by  the  King  of  France  (4). 

He  was  called  **  Prison's  lord,**  because  of  nis  mercy  to  prisoners  (11). 
He  refused  a  bishopric  (15).  He  preached  long  in  Orleans,  and  then 
in  Aquitaine  (18).  He  saved  the  life  of  the  Prench  queen  and  her 
baby,  and  in  gratitude  the  king  gifted  him  with  a  wood  and  an  abbey 
(59).  He  died  at  a  rather  early  age,  and  was  buried  in  a  spot  which 
remained  green  while  all  around  was  covered  with  snow  (97).  Tho 
saint  proved  his  power  after  death  by  freeing  one  prisoner,  and 
breaking  through  all  obstacles  for  another  (113).  Others  he  ft-eed  in 
Germany  and  Brittany,  and  punished  their  oppressors  (151).  So 
many  miracles  he  did  on  behalf  of  prisoners,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  relate  them  (179). 

66.  Magdalene.    The  word  Mary  means  brightness ;  and  it  betokens  462 — 480 
star  of  the  sea,  and  sorrow  and  bitterness  (11).     Mary  Magdalene  was 

bom  in  the  castle  of  Magdale,  and  hence  her  surname  (17).  Lazarus 
was  her  brother,  and  Martha  her  sister  (21).  When  her  parents  died 
their  property  was  divided  among  their  three  children  (37).  Mary 
then  passed  her  life  in  fleshly  sin  (50).  There  was  no  fairer  woman 
than  she  in  all  the  land  (63).  At  length  she  repented,  and  in  the 
house  of  Simon  the  leper  anointed  Chnst*s  feet  with  ointment  (85). 
Our  Lord  rebuked  Judas  and  Simon  for  objecting  (113).  Christ  then 
forgave  her,  and  drove  seven  devils  out  of  her  (1 37).  Mary  converted 
many ;  she  was  kind  to  the  sick,  and  turned  great  numbers  from  466 
lechery  (159).  She  and  other  Christians  wore  driven  out  of  Judea, 
and  put  in  a  ship  without  food  (175).  They  landed  at  Marseilles,  and 
there  they  found  no  friend  (181,  183).  Mary  preached  Christ  to  the 
idol- worshippers  at  Marseilles,  with  bold  words  and  bright  face  (203). 
A  Saracen  prince  with  his  wife  and  followers  was  touched  by  her 
(227).  He  and  bis  wife  promised  to  become  Christians  if  they  should 
get  a  son  (291).  On  tho  voyage  to  Home  the  Saracen  queen  died  in 
childbirth  (359).  The  dead  wife  and  living  child  were  left  on  a  rock, 
while  the  father  went  to  Home  (401).  He  was  welcomed  and  com- 
forted by  tho  Pope,  and  St.  Peter  took  him  to  the  Holy  Land  (418, 
426).  St.  Peter  then  bade  the  prince  go  back  to  Mary  Magdalene  and 
be  baptized  (450).    He  found  his  wife  and  child  alive  (468).    He  and 
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his  wife  were  baptized  (523).     Mary  went  into  the  wilderness  for 
thirty  years  (538).    Daily  she  was  lifted  up  towards  heaven  by  angels  477 
(546).     She  told  her  storv  to  a  hermit,  and  predicted  her  death  (d71). 
She  was  borne  b^  angels  to  Bishop  Maximus  at  Marseilles  (614). 
There  she  was  shriven  and  died  (634). 
67.  Tpolite.     St.  Tpolite  was  a  knight,  and  was  converted  by  St  480 — 483 
Laurence  (1,  2).     He  refused  to  worship  heathen  gods,  and  was 
cruelly  beaten  with  whips  and  staves  by  command  of  Decius  (31). 
He  was  then  richly  clad  and  set  on  high,  but  still  refused  to  do 
homage  to  idols  (44,  53).    He  was  tied  to  the  tails  of  wild  colts,  and 
dragged  through  briars  and  thorns  till  he  died  (73). 

73.  l2Bhs  AND  Passion  of  St.  Blase  the  Mabtyb.     St  Blase  was  485—490 
bom  in  Cappadocia  (2).     He  lived  in  the  desert,  and  there  cured  sick 

beasts  (10).  He  was  taken  before  the  justice  on  account  of  his  Chris- 
tian faith  (24).  As  he  was  being  led  to  the  place  of  judgment  he 
worked  miracles  (33).  He  was  condemned,  hung  up,  and  tortured 
(83).  Some  women  converted  by  him  were  martyred  (127).  They 
were  imable  to  drown  St  Blase  (143).  At  last  his  head  was  struck 
off  (191). 

74.  Life  and  Passion  of  St.  Cecilia  the  Mabtyb.    St  Cecilia  mar-  490—496 
ried  Valerian,  but  told  him  that  her  chastity  was  suarded  by  an  angel 

(6,  15^.  (^ecilia's  guardian  angel  was  revealed  to  hmi  after  he  became 
a  Christian  ^69).  The  angel  gave  to  both  of  them  garlands  of  roses 
and  lilies.  They  convert^  their  brotiier  Tiburs  (129).  When  any 
Christians  were  martyred  Valerian  and  Tiburs  were  wont  to  bury 
them  (134).  Because  of  this  they  were  seized  and  martyred  (139, 
173).  St  Cecilia  buried  them,  and  on  refusing  to  worship  heathen 
gods  was  thrown  into  boiling  water,  and  her  head  half  cut  off  (209, 
229).  She  lived  three  davs  thus  wounded,  and  turned  men  to  Christ 
(253). 
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10    BanetBL  omz^ 

Y^  E  holie  rode  i-foonde  was  :  ase  ich  eov  noufe  may  telle.       [foi.  2s] 

J^^    Costantyn  ))e  Aumpeioiir  :  muclie  lie))ene  folk  gan  a-quelle, 

For  hay  ore  louerd  iesa  criat :  to  strongue  de))e  broujte, 

And  alle  fe  hej^ene  men  fat  neij  him  were  :  sone  he  dude  to  noujte. 

Eleyne,  ^t  was  is  moder  :  to  Jerusalem  he  sende 

to  sechen  after  ))e  holie  rode    :  and  heo  gladliche  forfch  i-wende. 

po  heo  cam  |iadere,  heo  liet  one  :  ase  heo  hire  red  hadde  i-nome, 

pat  alle  ))e  giwes  of  )^  cite  :  bifore  hire  scholden  come.  8 

po  fe  giwes  i^moned  were  :  huy  hadden  grete  fere ; 

gret  conseil  huy  nomen  ))are-of  :  3wat  ^e  enchesoun  were. 

))o  seide  on,  ))at  hiet  ludas    :  "  Ich  wene  ))at  ich  wot 

3wat  ))is  somunce  a-mounti  schal  :  3if  ])at  ich  ou  telle  mot.  12 

Ich  wene  ))at  ^e  queue  enqucri  wole  :  ase  heo  hadde  i-J^oujt, 

Aftur  ))e  rode  ))at  lesu  crist :  to  de])e  was  on  i-broujt 

))at  non  of  eoy  ne  beo  so  wod  :  ))at  ))are-of  a-knowe  beo  I 

In  conseil  ich  eov  telle  wole  :  ])at  mi  fader  tolde  me.  16 

))o  mi  fade'  symeon  :  in  is  deipe  vuele  lay, 

In  conseile  he  was  to  me  a-knowe  :  po  he  ])ene  dez  on  him  i-sai^ : 

" '  ludas,'  he  seide, '  leoue  sone  :  3if  hit  bi-tidez  so 

)>at  men  enquerieth  aftur  ))e  rode  :  peA  lesus  was  on  ido,  20 

Loke  ))at  pov  beo  a-knowe  ])are-of  :  are  men  pe  aquelle  I 

pai  Zachee,  mi  fader,  tolde  :  in  conseile  ich  pe  telle ; 

A  luyte  bifore  is  de^  he  seide  me  :  pat  he  was  at])e  dede 

to  borie  )>e  rode  op-on  Caluarie  hulle  :  ase  huy  nomen  heom  to  rede. 

^  This  legend,  which  if  oonnted  an  lOth  in  the  MS.  is  preceded  by  (1)  a  poem  on 
the  life  and  Passion  of  Ohrist  (wanting  the  beginning  and  end),  ed.  by  me  under 
the  title  of  *  Leben  lesu,  ein  Fragment/  Miinster,  B^ensberg,  1873,  and  (2)  by  a 
poem  on  the  Infancy  of  Christ,  ed.  in  'Altengl.  Legenden,'  Paderbom,  1875, 
pp.  1—  61.    Eight  pieces,  therefore,  are  lost  before  the  legend  of  the  Holy  Rood. 
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Leone  fader,  ich  seide  ))o  :  3wat  eilede  eov,  alas, 

3wj  wolde  36  him  to  depo  do  :  3 wane  he  so  guod  was  1 

he  seide  ))at  ))oru3  him  it  nas  nou3t  :  ake  for  pat  he  with-sede 

Mine  felawes  of  heore  la  we  :  huy  dnden  him  to  de))e,  2S 

And  8eth])e  in  sepulchre  leiden  him    :  and  he  a-ros  to  line 

Fram  de])e  ])ene  ])ridde  day  :  Mid  is  woundene  fine, 

pene  fonrteo))e  dai  ])are-Afterward  :  to  heouene  he  wende  an  heij 

In  pe  londe  of  Galilee   :  ))at  muche  folk  it  i-sei3 ;  32 

Twelf  Mon])e  it  was  ])are-afterward  :  and  half  3er  and  more 

])at  Steuene,  ])at  [was]  mi  bro])ur  :  prechede  of  is  lore,  34 

pQ  Giwes  him  ladden  with-oute  pe  toun  :  and  ])reowen  him  with 

stones 
And  ])are-with  brou3ten  him  to  de])e  :  and  debmjsden  alle  is  bones ; 
pene  Morewe  aftur  Midewinter  day  :  to  de))e  huy  him  brou3te, 
And  nou))e  he  is  in  ))e  blisse  of  heuene  :  and  ))at  he  wel  deore  a- 

bou3te.'" 
IT  ])o  ludas  hadde  ])is  tale  i-told  :  pe  giwes  seiden,  ase  huy  stode  : 
"  Keuer  er  ne  heorde  we  telle  :  f  us  muche  of  J»e  rode."  40 

po  ^  tyme  icome  was, :  bi-foro  fe  quyene  huy  come. 
''  Cheoseth,"  seide  fe  Quiene  a-non  :  "  on  of  ])is  tweie  domes ; 
L\jf  and  deth  eov  is  bi-fore  :  cheosez  ^wefnt  30  woUe  : 
bote  3e  me  bringue  fe  holie  rode  :  echone  brenne  3e  schuUe."        44 
gret  f uyr  heo  liet  makie  :  ri3t  bi-fore  hore  ei3en.  [foL  is  b.] 

pe  giwes  bi-gonne  to  crien  loude  :  f 0  huy  fat  fuyr  i-sei3en. 
And  seiden  :  "  ^ii  any  man  fare-of  wot  :  fanne  wot  ludas, 
For  Zachee,  is  fader  fader  :  of  swyfe  gret  power  was  48 

)}ulke  tyme  fat  lesus  :  was  op- on  fe  rode  i-do." 
)}o  liet  fe  Quiene  nime  ludas  :  and  alle  fe  of  ere  he^  liet  go,     i»heo 
And  bad  him  beo  a-knowe  a-non.  :  he  nolde  for  no  frotningue.       51 
pe  Quiene  him  liet  wel  faste  binde  :  and  in  strongue  prisone  bringue. 
With-oute  mete  and  drinke  :  fare  seue  dawes  he  lay ; 
For  strong  hounguer  he  criede  loude  :  f  ene  seuenf  e  day 
And  seide  :  *'  bringue th  me  out  of  fis  wo  :  and  ich  eov  [wole]^  lede 
))are  ich  wcne  fat  fe  rode  beo  :  ase  mi  fader  me  siide.''      >om.       56 
po  he  out  of  prisone  cam  :  with  muche  folk  he  wende 
to  f e  place  fare  fe  rode  was  :  ase  is  fader  him  keude. 
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]>o  he  to  ye  place  cam  :  a-doun  lie  sat  a-kneo  : 

"  Louerd,"  he^  seide,  "  31!  it  is  soth  :  fat  fou  man  and  god  beo      60 

And  fat  )k)u  of  Marie  were  i-bore  :  siend  us  fine  grace,  *  ms.  heo 

Som  tokningue,  y&t  we  finde  mowo  ^  pe  rode  in  fis  place." 

A-non  so  ludas  fis  bone  hadde  :  to  ore  louerd  i-bede, 

pe  bul  bi-gan  to  quakien  :  and  out  of  one  stude  64 

A  smoke  }>are  cam  and  wende  an  hei^  :  and  muche  place  f  ulde — 

'Swottore  fing  nas  neuere  non  :  fane  fat  smoke  ^  smulde.       iMs.tmake 

fo  ludas  f is  i-8ei3   :  loude  he  gan  to  crie  : 

"  lesus  is  on  Almi^ti  god  :  i-bore  he  was  of  fe  maydene  Marie  !      68 

he  i3  wod  fat  ani  of ur  bi-leuez  :  ase  ich  habbe  mani  a  day. 

Taken  ichulle  criBtin-dom  :  ich  for-sake  here  fe  giwene  lay." 

he  liet  him  crtstni  hasteliche    :  and  f  0  he  icristned  was, 

He  liet  him  nenne  Quiriac  :  fat  erore  hiet  ludas.  72 

])o  nomen  buy  spade  and  schouele  ;  and  ner  f  e  place  wende 

And  bi-gonne  forto  deluen  deope  :  fare  ase  f e  smoke  out  kende. 

So  fat  buy  founden  roden  f reo  :  f o  buy  hadden  i-dolue  longue  : 

pe  rode  fat  god  was  on  ido  :  and  fat  fe  tweie  f eoues  weren  on  an- 

honge  76 

bi-side  ore  louerd,  him  for-to  schiende.  :  f  0  nusten  buy  of  f  e  f  reo 

po  holie  croyz  fat  buy  sou3ten  :  ^wich  it  mi3te  beo. 

Nafeles  buy  nomen  alle  f reo  :  and  toward  toune  heom  here 

To  Dame  Heleyne,  fe  guode  Queue  :  with  wel  glade  chere.  80 

hi  fe  weye  ase  buy  comen  :  men  gonne  a-3ein  heom  bringue 

A  ded  3ong  man  ope  one  here  :  toward  bure3ingue.  82 

Quiriac  nam  fat  0  rode  :  and  efFb-sone  fat  of  ur, 

And  leide  op-on  fat  dede  man    :  ake  he  ne  a-ros  for  nof ur. 

pe  fridde  buy  leide  op-on  him    :  and  he  a-ros  wel  bliue 

And  fonkede  jeome  godea  sone  :  fat  fram  def e  him  brou3te  to  Hue. 

Po  cam  f e  deouel  3eollinde  forth  :  loude  he  gan  to  grede  : 

"  Alas,  nonfe  [is]  mi  power  idon  :  eueref[t]  more,"  he  sede ;  88 

"  lesus,  lesus,  3wat,  fenxt  f ou  :  al  folk  to  f e  lede  1 

povL  hauest  here  men  to  warde  i-3iue  :  f ing  fafc  ich  mest  dredo,  [foi.  24] 

poTM^  3wan  ich  was  furst  ouer-come  :  ake  nouf e  ich  am  al  at  grounde. 

Alas  f ulke  soruwe  :  fat  heo  euere  was  i-founde  1  92 

For  i-ne  habbe  power  non  so  gret :  on  eorf  e  a-mong  manne, 

B  2 
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3if  man  fourmeUi  enes  fe  croyz  :  a-nou  ))at  i-ue  mot  ])anne. 

))are-f ore  ich.  wot  ])at  euercch  man  :  wole  nou  )e  so))e  i-se 

)}at  pe  croiz  me  hauez  oner-come  :  and  al  bi-loue  me.  96 

Alias,  alas  ))e  time,  i  8ei3e  :  al  ich  wor])e  nou))e  for-sake  1 

ludas,  ludas,  jwat  was  pe  :  hou  hauest  pou  on  i-takel 

pOTU^  A  ludas,  ))at  was  ^wilene  :  lesns  to  de])e  ich  brou^te, 

And  nov  foTxi)  ludas  oner-come  ich  am  :  and  i-broujt  to  noujte.   100 

Strenc))e  ne  worth  me  nenereft  nou    :  bote  ani  man  wolle  with 

wille 
Semi  me  to  paye  is  flesch  :  is  sonle  for-to  spille ; 
l^ou])e  mi  8trenc))e  is  me  bi-nome  :  fondi  ich  mot  with  ginne 
And  with  traisun,  3if  ich  mai  :  ani  man  to  me  i-winne.  104 

I-ne  may  here  no  leng  bi-lene  :  for  ))is  me  J^inchez  longue ; 
For  ])e  creoiz  )>at  me  is  so  neij  :  in  pine  ich  am  ful  strongue." 

IVdas  seide :  *'  go  heoune  anon  :  and  ne  cum^  here  non-more ! 
I-fonnde  is,  ]>ei  it  late  beo  :  p&t  schal  oner-come  al  ])i  lore.     108 
He  fat  haueth  here  ))is  dode  man  :  fram  de])e  i-broujt  to  line, 
Pulte  fe  and  ))i  pouwer  al  :  into  helle  grounde  bliue."  iiis.neoamiMoum 
Muche  was  pe  loye  of  fe  croyz  :  ])at  men  maden  po  ))ere ; 
With  gret  song  and  with  processioun  :  to  ])e  Quiene  buy  hire  here. 
po  nam  ludas  cristindom  :  and  ])0  he  ibaptized  was, 
he  liet  him  cleopien  Quiriac  :  ))at  erore  hiet  ludas.  114 

pe  Quiene  of  seluer  and  of  gold  :  one  riche  schrine  heo  wroujte. 
And  deorowurthe  ^imstoncs  :  and  fe  Bode  fare-inne^  heo  brou3te. 
Op-on  ))e  hulle  of  caluarie  :  ])are  buy  fe  rode  founde,  >  ms.  iodim 

A  noble  churcbe  heo  dude  a-rere  :  I-hered  beo  ])alke  stounde  1     118 
po  wiliiede  pe  Queue  muche  :  After  ))e  nayles  ])reo 
3 ware- with  ore  louerd  was  :  inailed  to  fe  treo.  120 

Quiriac,  pat  hiet  er  ladas  :  wende  to  pQ  place 
)}are  ase  pe  croiz  i-founde  was  :  and  bad  ore  louerdes  grace, 
)}at  he,  3if  is  wille  were  :  pe  pre  l^ailes  him  sende. 
pe  Nailcs  with  li3tingue  gret  :  op  of  pe  eorjie  wenden.  124 

Qairiac  ])onkede  Iheau  crist  :  and  with  gret  loye  heom  nam. 
And  bi-tok  heom  heleyne,  ))e  guode  Queue  :  ])0  he  to  hire  cam. 
pns  was  pe  holie  Kode  i-foande  :  pe  ])ridde  day  of  May, 
))at  we  holdez  in  holi  chuiche  :  pe  holie  rode-day.  128 


BISTORT  OF  THB  CROSS*.    ADAV,  DTINO,   SENDS  8ETH  TO  PARADISE      5 

FOR  THE  OIL  OF  HEROT. 

Quiriac,  Jat  fe  rode  fond  :  sethfe  bischop  was — 
lie  is  nou|^e  in  heouene  seint  Quiriac  :  ])at  erore  hiet  ludas. 
bi-seche  we  )>e  holie  croiz  :  ))at  broujte  ])ane  Deuel  to  grounde, 
And  seint  Quiriac  and  seinte  heleyne  :  ])oru3  jwam  heo  was  i-founde, 
pat  buy  bi-secben  bim  for  us  :  )>at  on  ])e  Eode  scbedde  is  blod, 
))at  we  moten  to  pQ  loye  come  :  of  beuene  j>at  is  so  guod.  134 

'l<%Orou9  a  treo  we  weren  fur-lore  :  and  furst  i-broujt  to  grounde,^ 
-■     And  J)oru3  a  treo  to  line  i-brou^t  :  i-bered  beo  f  ulke  stounde ! 
Al  it^  cam  of  one  more  :  ])at  us  to  defe  brou^te,      n  foL  24  b.]  *  ms.  a  ut 
And  )>at  us  broujte  to  line  a-3en  :  ])oru  lesus  |^at  us  bou^te. 
Of  pe  Appel-treo  ^at  ore  f  urste  fader  :  ))ane  Appel  of  nam, 
In  l^e  manere  |^at  icb  ov  telle  wole  :  fe  swete  rode  cam.  HO 

po  Aclam,  ore  f urste  fader  :  |^e  sunne  badde  i-do, 
I-driue  be  was  out  of  parays  :  and  ene,  is  wijf,  also. 
Aftur  milce  3eome  be  cride  :  ])ei  it  to  lato  were. 
For  one  bi-beste  ])at  be  of  ore  lonerd  badde  :  \o  ))e  Aungel  bim  drof 
out  ])ere :  Hi 

))at,  3wane  ^e  time  were  fol-fuld  :  ore  louerd  bim  wolde  bi-|^encbe 
And  witb  Oyle  of  milce  smeorien  bim  :  and  is  sunnes  a-quencbe ; 
gret  bope  badde  Adam  to  bis  bi-beste  :  )>ere-af  ter  euere-mo, 
Ase  be  in  ])e  ualeye  of  Ebron  :  leouede  witb  teone  and  wo.  1 48 

Twei  sones  be  badde  :  fat  bei3ten  Caym  and  Abel ; 
For  onde  |^e  on  a-slou)  ]>at  ofnr  :  ase  3e  i-wuten  it  wel. 
po  Caym  badde  is  bro])er  a-slawe  :  i-flemd  be  was  ^are-fore. 
And  1^0  Adam  i-sai3  ^at  be  badde  :  beie  is  sones  for-lore,  152 

be  weop  and  made  deol  i-nou3  :  "louerd,"  be  seide,  "J)in  ore  ! 
Kei3  womman  icb  babbe  to  mucbe  i-beo  :  i-nelle  nei3  bire  come  non- 
more. 
])reo  barmes  icb  babbe  for  bire  ^-baued  :  mi-sulf  furst  for-lore, 
And  nou)>e  mine  sones,  a  weilawei !  :  and  of  alle  womman^  is  more." 
))o  nolde  Adam  come  nei3  is  wijf  :  to  bundrede  )er  and  more. 
For  wo  pat  be  badde  for  bire  i-baued    :  euore  be  liuede  in  sore.   158 
Of  ore  louerd  be  badde  tockningue  setb])e  :  ])at  be  scbolde  to  is  wiue 

wiende  ,  >  HS.  wommtn 

pd  ne  dorste  be  nou3t  ^are-a3ein  beo.  :  a  cbild  be  badde  ai])cnende, 
Seth :  be  llet  it  cleopie    :  and  setb])e  be  badde  mo. 


6      THE  WAY  TO  PARADISE.      WHAT  8ETH  SEES  THROUGH  THE  GATE. 

Al  is  lijf  ))e  selie  man  :  leoucde  in  teone  and  wo.  162 

\)o  he  was  of  Nin  lioundret  ^er  :  and  to  and  pntti  old, 

\)e  8trenc])o  him  failede  in  is  limes  :  is  bodi  bi-cam  al  cold ;  164 

ho  ne  mi3te  nou3t  a-boute  )>o  eor])e  swinke  :  ne  ^e.  weodes  up  drawe ; 

Of  IB  lijf  he  was  a-nuyd  :  and  wolde  beo  ded  wel  fawe. 

he  sat  and  carede  of  is  lijf  :  he  cleopede  is  sone  Seth : 

"  leoue  sone,"  he  seide,  "  ich  am  weri  of  leoued  :  and  wilni  muche 

mi  dez.  168 

\)o  ich  was  out  of  parays  idriuo  :  ore  louerd  bi-hiet  me  J^ere, 
With  eoyle  of  milce  to  smeorie  me  :  jwane  it  time  were. 
So  longue  ich  habbe  ])are  abede  :  ])at  i-ne  may  libbe  mora ; 
to  parays  ])oy  most  ])are-aftur  go  :  and  bidde  him  milce  and  ore.    172 
])e  Aungel  ])ov  schalt  fare  finde  :  ^at  drof  me  fram  ))e  jate ; 
Seie,  ich  abide  ])ulke  bi-heste  :  and  me  ])inchez  it  comez  to  late, 
And  seie,  elde  mo  hath  ouer-come  :  fat  I-ne  may  libbe  longue, 
bide  him  J^at  ich  deije  mote  :  and  |)e  eoyle  of  milce  a-fongue."       176 
**  I-ne  can  n«inne  wei,"  quath  is  sone  :  "  fudet-ward,  ase  ich  wene." 
"  Leouo  sone,"  Adam  seide  :  "  f  e  wei  is  wel  i-sene. 
3  wane  |)ou  comest  to  J^e  hcucd  of  ])is  valeie  :  a  grene  wei  ]>oy  schalt 

wiende, 
J3at  gez  euene  rijt  puyr  est  :  and  to  parays  gez  )>at  on  ende ;      [W. »] 
))are-forth  comen  f i  moder  an  ich  :  fo  ich  parays  for-liet : 
Eueroch  stapo  fat  we  stepen  :  for-barnde  onder  ore  fet ;  182 

Ne  mijte  fare  neuere-ef t  gras  on  growe  :  and  al  f e  wei  elles  is  grene ; 
For  f e  foule  sunnes  fat  wc  duden  :  ore  stapen  booth  euere  i-sene» 
Jjare  fov  mi3t  with-oute  faille  :  to  parays  euene  gon." 
Seth  nam  is  fader  blcssingue  :  and  wcnde  him  forth  a-non.  186 

J3e  stapen  he  fond  for-welewede  :  ase  is  fader  him  sede. 
JX)  he  to  f e  3a to  cam,  :  he  ne  dorste  gon  in  for  drede.  188 

An  Aungel  cam  sone  to^  [fe]  3ate  :  and  axede  3wat  he  80U3te. »  Ms.te? 
he  seide  fat  one  tif ingue  to  liim  :  fram  is  fader  he  brou3te  : 
J3at  he  wes  old  and  weri  of  leoued  :  and  fat  he  was  of-longued  sore 
After  f  e  bi-heste  fat  him  was  bi-hote  :  for  he  ne  mi3te  libbe  non-more. 
IF  "  3e,"  seide  f  c  Aungel, "  is  he  so  1 :  he  ne  schal  f  arof  nou3t  doute. 
pult  in  fin  heued  here  atfe  3ate  :  and  stond  f isulf  with-oute  ! "    194 
So  gret  dcli3t  he  hadde  and  loye  :  of  f  e  foulene  murie  song ; 
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TO  LAT   UNDER  ADAM's  TONGUE. 

A  grene  he  i-saij  of  grete  swotnesse  :  and  faire  floyres  ])are  among, 

Ech  manere  f ruyt  ])are  he  i-saij   :  fat  smulde  al-so  wel  swote  : 

him  ])oujte  of  eche  manere  vnel  :  Aman  mi^te  habbe  is  bote;        198 

him  ])0ujte,  ^if  he  moste  fare  :  bi-holden  In  anie  stounde, 

he  mi^te  euere  in  loye  libbe  :  and  is  limes  beon  hole  and  sounde.    200 

A-midde  ])e  place,  ])at  was  so  fair  :  he  sai^  a  swi]>e  fair  welle, 

Fram  jwam  alle  ]>e  wateres  on  eorfe  comiez  :  ase  fe  boc  us  dez  telle. 

Ouer  fe  welle  ])are  stod  a  treo  :  with  bowes  brode  and  lere, 

Ake  ])are  nas  opon  no])ur  lief  ne  rinde  :  bote  ase  it  for-oldet  were  ; 

An  Addre  it  hadde  bi-clupt  arboute  :  al  naked  with-oute  skinne — 

))at  was  ])at  treo  and  ])e  Kaddre  :  ]>at  made  Adam  don  furst^  sunne. 

he  bi-heold  In  ]>are-ate  eft-sone    :  ]>at  treo  him  J^ou^te  he  sei)    ^  orig.  pe 

Faire  i-leued  and  i-woxe  :  op  to  ]>e  heouene  an  heij,  208 

On  ouewarde  he  i-saij  a  luyte  jong  child  :  in  smale  clo]>es  i-wounde, 

)3e  More  of  fe  treo,  ase  him  ]K)U3te  :  tilde  into  helle  grounde ;      210 

Abeles  soule  is  brofer  al-so  :  him  )>ou3te  he  [fer]  i-seij. 

))o  drof  ])e  Auugel  him  fram  ])e  ^ate  :  ]>at  he  ne  moste  mor  come  so  nei^. 

"  })at  child,"  quath  f e  Aungel,  "  fat  f ou  i-sei^e  :  an  heij  opon  J>e  treo, 

Godes  sone^  it  was,  fat  on  eorfe  :  for  fine  fader  sunnes  wole  beo 

And  bringue  with  him  f e  eoyle  of  milce  :  ^wane  f e  tyme  ifuld  is, 

to  smeorie  fare-with  and  bringe  of  pine  :  fine  fader  and  alle  hia"  216 

po  wende  fe  Aungel  to  f ulke  treo  :  Ane  Appel  fare-of  he  nam 

And  bi-tok  Seth  freo  curneles  f ar-of  :  f o  he  to  him  cam,   >  ms.  ton%  tone 

And  bad  him  legge  f  ulke  kumeles  :  onder  is  fader  toungue 

3wane  he  were  ded,  and  burien  him  :  and  lokie  jwat  f  arof  sprongue. 

IF  Seth  wende  hamward  ase  ho  cam  :  f  e  wei  was  wel  i-sene. 

For  he  iseij  f e  stapen  fat  weren  i-brende  :  and  fat  of ur  wei  was  al 

grene.  222 

]}o  he  was  i-comen  horn  a^en  :  his  fader  he  fond  ded. 
he  dude  fe  curneles  onder  is  toungue  :  ase  f e  Aungel  him  hadde  i-sed. 
And  sethf e  he  bureide  him  in  fe  valeie  of  Ebron  :  ase  it  was  ri^t 

to  don,  [roL  a  b.] 

And  of-swonk  is  owene  mete  :  f  o  he  nuste  non  of  ur  won. 
In  A  fewe  jer  f are-Aftur-ward  :  fe  curneles  bi-gunne  springe, 
))reo  smale  jerdene  fare  woxen  of  :  faire  foruj  alle  f ingue.  228 

)X>  huy  weren  i-woxe  in  lengf  e  :  of  one  £ine,  ich  wene. 


8      THB    GROSS.      THE    BAPUNG8    FROM    THE    THREE    APPLE-KERNELS, 
BROUOHT  TO  JERUSALEM  BT  DAVID,   GROW  INTO  ONE  TREE. 

In  ]>alke  stat  buy  stoden  longue  fare  :  and  euere-more  grene, 

A-non  foT-to  Moyses  ^e  profete  :  jeode  ]>are  in  londe, 

to  Icde  ]>at  folk  of  Israel.  :  and  ])o  he  fond  ])e  jerdene  sionde,        232 

"  lo  here,"  he  seide,  "  grct  bi-tokningue  :  of  f  e  holie  trinite. 

Of  fader  and  sono  and  holie  gost  :  bi  feose  ^eorde  freo." 

be  tok  hem  op  with  gret  honour  :  and  in  faire  clo^  heom  wood — 

^  A  suote  smul  ]>are  cam  of  heom  :  ]>at  smelde  in-to  Al  ]>at  lond«     236 
to  confermi  ]>e  bet  is  lawo  :  he  bar  heom  forth  on  is  bond ; 
Ech  sick  man  ])at  heom  A-nourede  :  is  hele  a-non  he  fond« 
to  techen  is  folk  ])e  ri^te  lawe  :  fe  ^eordene  with  him  be  ber. 
And  for-to  hele  sike  men  :  to  and  fonrti  jer.  240 

Seth^e  fo  he  dcije  scbolde  :  fe  ^eordene  he  sette  er 
Ondcr  fe  hulle  of  Tabor  :  and  deide  bim-suluen  fer, 
]?are  stoden  ])is  ^eordene  grene  :  more  ]>ane  a  ]K)usend  jer, 
Forto  seint  Daui  ]>e  kyng  cam  :  ])at  was  of  so  gret  power.  244 

So  ]>at  he  was  J^oruj  |)e  holie  gost :  i-bote  forto  bije 
To  f e  hulle  of  Tabor  :  in  fe  londe  of  Arabie, 
And  fsit  he  Jnulke  ^eordene  ])reo  :  fette  and  with  him  nome. 
Nie  dawes  he  was  ])uder-ward  :  are  be  ])udere  come.  248 

With  gret  honur  he  nam  heom  op  :  f  o  he  f  e  ^eordene^  fond — 

^  ])e  swotnesse  ])at  faroi  cam  :  fulde  al  ])at  lond.  iMS.3oord«i 

With  grete  melodic  of  is  harpe  :  seint  Daui  ])e  jeordene  nam 
And  ladde  heom  to  lerusalem    :  ])ene  Nyn])e  day  bom  be  cam.     252 
In  a  priue  stude  be  heom  sette  :  ase  it  was  in  ]>e  eueningue, 
For-to  armorewe,  ])at  he  i-sci3e  :  ^wodere  he  mijte  heom  bet  bringue. 

A-Morewe,  ])0  he  cam  ]>er-to  :  to  one  buy  weren  alle  i-come, 
and  weren  i-morede  suy])e  faste  :  ])at  buy  ne  mitten  beo  op 
i-nome.  256 

))at  buy  weren  so  alle  to  one  i-woze  :  ^wat  bi-toknede  ])is 
bote  ^Q  fader  and  sone  and  )?e  holie  gost  :  ]>at  al  o  god  it  is  1 
Seint  Daui  a-boute  ])is  holie  jeorde  :  a  strong  wal  he  liet  a-rere, 
And  nam  guode  jeme  hov  longue  it  woxe  :  fram  ^ere  to  jere :        260 
With  a  bei}  of  seoluer  he  bond  :  eche  jeres  schute  fere, 
]?at  he  mi^te  at])e  lasto  i-wite  :  hou  old  fai  treo  were. 
So  ])at  with-Inne  fntti  ^er  :  ])is  treo  wax  wel  on  beij ;  it, am 

bit  no  wax  ])o  none  more  :  and^  he  wust  wel  bi  ]>e  selueme  bei) ;  264 
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Ake  euere-more^  ])are-Aftur-waid  :  fair  and  grene  it  stod.        ^  M8.moii 

8eint  Daui  it  hononrede  muche  :  for  he  wuste  ]>at  it  was  guod. 

)X>^  seint  Daui  hadde  i-wrou)t  :  ]>e  sunne  of  lecherie  >  Ms.)>at 

And  mannslau^t,  po  for  is  owene  wijf :  he^  het  slen  vrie,  ^UB.ft^t  268 

And  ore  louerd  nam  fax-oi  wreche  :  swij^e  sori  he  bi-cam^ 

Onder  ]>at  treo  is  penaunce  he  dude  :  ])at  he  ])are-fore  nam.  [foi.  tej  270 

)X>  makede  he  ])ere  ]>ene  sauter  :  is  sunnes  f  or-to  bete ; 

))e  sonere  is  sunnes  him  weren  for-)iue  :  for  ])e  holie  treo  so  sweto. 

))o  bi-gan  he  al-so  for  is  sunnes  :  ]>e  holie  temple  a-rere 

Swi])e  noble  in  Jerusalem    :  ake  he  deide  in  ]>e  fourteo])e  jere. 

Salomon,  his  sone  :  ))at  after  him  was  king  ]>ere, 

Aftur  him  bulde  ])e  temple  forth  :  al-pai  heo  ^are  were.  276 

to  and  ])ritti  3er  he  was  ]>are-a-boute  :  and  is  fader  fourtene  al-so ; 

8o  ]>at  it  was  sixe  and  fourti  jer  :  are  ])at  weor[c]  was  al  i-do. 

]>o  ]>at  weork  was  almest  jare  :  heom  failede  a  long  treo. 

J^at  holie  treo  was  fairest  po  :  ]>at  huy  mitten  oujwere  i-seo  :  280 

IF  pQ  kyng  Salomon  it  liet  felle  and  hewe  :  ase  quoynte-liche  ase  men 

mi^te, 
And  liet  it  meten  and  makien  more  :  hi  a  fote  ]>ane  pe  n^te. 
))o  it  was  i-brou^t  to  pe  ri^te  stude  :  and  scholde  beon  ilaced  ])ere, 
))o  was  it  bi  a  fote  to  schort  :  ase  euene  ase  huy  it  meten  er.         284 
pe  Carpenters  it  lieten  a-don  :  in  strongue  wrathj^e  and  grcto ; 
to  no  ]>ing  ]>at  huy  mitten  it  don  :  it  nolde  beon  i-mete. 
Ane  brugge  ouer  ane  olde  diche  :  huy  maden  Jnurof  ate  laste, 
For  wrath))e  pat  huy  ne  mijten  in  pe  temple  :  to  none  o])ure  weorke 

it  caste.  288 

)?are-ouer  eode  mani  man  :  pe  jwile  it  ])are  lay — 
Kusten  noujt  alle  hov  holi  it  was  :  ]>at  defouleden  it  al  dal  290 

pe  Quiene  of  Saba  cam  ))are  forth    :  and  a-non  so  ]>at  heo  it  sei3, 
A-kneo  heo  sat  and  honourede^  it  :  and  nolde  nou^t  come  ]>are-nei3.' 
bi  anober  wei  heo  wende  forth.  :  to  Saloman  heo  cam,    1  JJi*  *»*>no«"d«° 
For  heo  him  hadde  wel  wide  i-80tt3t :  to  leomi  of  him  wisdom. 
))oru3  grace  ^at  ore  louerd  hire  jaf  :  to  Salomon  he^  seide  :        >  =rheo 
))at  treo  ne  scholde  noujt  ligge  ^ere  :  and  he  dude  bi  hire  rede.    296 
3eot  heo  seide,  peae  schal^  a  man  :  deie  on  )mlke  treo  ^  r.  Bchoioo 

poTuj  3wam  al  pa  lawe  of  giwes  :  destruyd  scholde  beo. 


10      THB    BBIDOE-TBBB    IS    HIDDEN    AGAIN,   IB    FOUND    FLOATINO    IN    A 
WELL,  AND   IS  TAKEN   TO   HANG  CHRIST  ON. 

Salomon  it  liet  nimen  sone  :  and  onder  eotpe  it  caste 

Swi)>e  feoT  fram  alle  men  :  and  burede  hit  wel  faste.  300 

So  longue  so  it  ]>aie-aftur  were  :  a  faire  welle  ^axe  sprong 

And  a  &ir  3water  with  grete  fischsches  :  bo]>e  deope  and  long. 

Manie  sike  men  J>at  ])aie  come  :  and  wuschschen  heoie  fiet  ]>aron 

0])ar  heore  hondene  opxa  hskpeden.  Al  :  hel])e  hay  hadden  a-non.  304 

pGkt  watur  huy  loneden  swij^e  muche  :  and  wolden  ]>are-iDne  wade ; 

Ake  hay  nasten  noajt  of  ]>at  treo  :  ])at  al  ^  vertae  made. 

Seth])e  ]>aTe^fter  longae  it  was  :  ]>at  ore  loaerd  on  eor)>e  cam. 

Anon  so  J^at  folk  bi-spac  is  deth  :  and  heore  red  ]>are-of  nam,        308 

))at  treo  bi-gan  to  fleote  :  ase  ore  loaerdes  wille  it  was. 

pe  giwes  comen  and  founden  ]>at  treo  :  fleotinde  ]>are  bi  cas : 

bay  nomen  it  op,  for  it  ])oa)te  fil  and  fool  :  and  ]>are  badde  i-leije 

longue. 
And  maden  ])arof  ^e  holie  rode  :  ore  loaerd  ]>aron  to  hongue,        312 
For  fat  treo  for-olded  was  :  and  hay  heolden  ore  loaerd  lu]>ar  al-so — 
3eot  heom  ])ou)te  f&i  treo  to  fair  :  fit  he  were  )»ure-on  i-do. 
))e  croiz  af  tar  ore  loaerdes  deth  :  deope  ander  eorpe  hay  caste,  [foi.  ts  b.] 
))are  ase  hay  him  to  depe  duden   :  and  bareden  it  wel  faste,  316 

And  fe  tweie  croiz  al-so  ]>are-bi  :  fai  )?e  ])eoaes  on  i-hangaede  were. 
))are  hay  leijen  faste  i-hadde  :  more  {^ane  to  hondret  ^eres. 
For  ])o  titas  and  vaspasian  :  lerusalem  nome^  ^  r.  iiadde  i-doiim 

And  hadden  alle  ])e  giwes  destruyd  :  );at  neaere-efb  hay  paie  ne  come, 
And  al  ])at  lond  was  i-brou^t  :  in  pe  Aamperoares  bond  of  Kome 
And  with  is  men  i-fald  and  al  i-set  :  to  nimen  ])er-to  gome,  322 

Seth]>e  yaje  cam  An  Aamperoar  :  ])at  hiet  Adrian, 
he])ene  he  was  and  swi])e  la])ar  :  and  werrede  ech  crtstine  man ;    324 
For  he  waste  ^ware  ^  rode  lai  :  ])at  god  was  on  i-do, 
And  ]>at  cnstine  men  pe  stude  honoareden  :  jwane  hay  mi3ten  come 

)>erto, 
he  liet  ane  temple  of  Maamates  :  in  ])alke  stade  a-rere, 
))at  men  ne  mitten  noajt  i-finde  to  loaten  heom  to  :  bote  maamates 

alle  it  were.  328 

])ei  cnstine  men  ))adere  ^eoden  :  hay  ne  dorsten  o^vlt  for  doate ; 
And  mache  a3ein  heore  heorte  it  was  :  to  ani  maamete  a-loate :     330 
So  ]>at  hay  lieten  al  ])alke  stade  :  and  wenden  a-wei  for  fere. 
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oonstantinb's  vision  of  thb  cross. 

pB.t  with-inne  ane  fewe  ^ei^e  ]>eie-afi;aT  :  no  cnstine  man  ne  cam  ]>ere. 

)?o  ])ulke  stade  was  al  for-lete  :  and  ])are-after  wel  mani  a  dai, 

)?at  cfustine  man  ne  paynim  :  nusten  jware  ])e  rode  lai, 

Seth]>e  ]>aie  cam  an  ^  Arunperour  :  )Mtt  hiet  costantin ;  i  ms.  Mn 

In  weorre  and  bataylle  he  was  so  muche  :  ])at  ])&re-of  nas  no  fin.  336 

))o  come  is  fon  and  wonne  :  muche  del  of  is  londe. 

he  ^arkede  al  day  al  is  Ost  :  a-jein  heom  for-to  stonde.  i  »ui 

ASe  he  toward  pe  bataille  wende  :  he  bi-heold  op  and^  heij  : 
Him  ))ou)te  ])at  a  fair  Croiz  :  op  in  heouene  he  sei) ;  340 

Xicttres  he  i-eei)  ])are-on  i-write   i  he  bi-gan  heom  to  rede  : 
''  With  ]>is  signs  ]>oa  schalt  maister  beo  "  :  ]>alke  lettres  seden. 
))e  Aumperour  J^is  Onder-stod  :  ]>ei  he  he]>ene  were. 
Ane  croiz  he  liet  makien  sons  :  ]>at  is  men  bi-fore  him  here  344 

In  stade  of  his  baner  :  in-to  ])e  bataylle  a-non  : 
And  ]>oru3  vertue  of  ])e  holie  croiz  :  he  ouer-cam  alle  is  fon, 
he  i-wan  ^  maistr/e  and  al  is  lond  :  in  a  luyte  stoonde  )rere. 
[Muche  he  thouthe  f er-af terward  wat  f ilke  signe  were.] ^  id^*by»1ater 
\>e  wiseste  men  of  al  is  lond  :  he  liet  bi-fore  him  bringue  ^SH^,  ^* 
And  Axede  heom  of  ^e  croyz  :  3  wat  were  pe  tokningne.  350 

hay  seiden  him  J^at  at  lerusalem  :  god  was  i-don  on  rode 
And  pB  giwes  hudden  fe  croiz  ])ere  :  aee  hay  onder-stode.  352 

''  3wane  ich  habbe  ])are-])oru3/'  qaath  fe  Aamperoar  :  "  mine  fon 

i-broa)t  to  grounde, 
Of  heorte  ne  wovfe  ich  neuere  bli])e  :  are  ]>e  holie  croyz  beo  i-founde.'' 
))o  pe  Aumperour  ])e  holie  rode  :  and  pe  faire  miracles  i-sei^, 
he  liet  him  baptizen  of  pe  pope  :  seint  SUuestre,  ])at  was  po  him  f  ul 

neij.  356 

SEint  Quiriac,  |)at  Bischop  was  :  prechede  godes  lawe. 
pe  IvLpere  Aumperour  Julian  :  brou^te  him  of  dawe, 
For  ]>e  holie  rode  pat  he  fond  :  and  for  he  men  pete-io  drouj 
to  bi-lieuen  on  lesu  crist —  :  for  he  heold  it  al  W0U3.  360 

f>o  pe  Aumperour  hadde  seint  Quiriac  :  bi-f oren  him  i-broujt,     [foi.  t?] 
he  bad  him  bi-lieue  on  heore  Maumates  :  and  po  he  nolde  noujt, 
his  ri^t  bond  he  liet  of-smite  :  And  seide,  "  ich  do  pe  ])iSy 
For  fou  hast  fare- with  i-write  :  a-^ein  ore  lawe,  i-wis."  364 

**  ])ou  lufere  hound,"  fis  of ur  seide  i  "  wel  hast  ]k)u  i-don  bi  me. 
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EXALTATION  OF  THE  CBOSS. 

Of  mine  guode  ]>oa  weie  wel  onder-Btonde  :  ich  aa3te  wel  blesci  ])e : 
For  fou  me  hast^  ]>at  lime  bi-nome  :  ])at  me  hath  ofte  to  sunne 

idrawe,  iHs.m6iuwtm« 

And  ofte  ich  habbe  ]>aTe-with  i-writen  :  a-3ein  lean  cr/stes  lawe,    368 
Jje  jwyle  ich  was  a  luj)er  givj  :  and  on  god  ne  bi-liefde  noujt." 
)?o  ])is  AumperouT  ])at  i-saij  :  fa,t  he  nolde  tujme  is  ])ou)t, 
he  made  him  drinke  lead  i-weld  :  and  in  is  mouth  helde  it  ])ere. 
Euere  sat  ])is  guode  man  :  rijt  ase  him  no-])ing  nete.  372 

Op  one  giedire  he  leide  him  sethj^e  :  oner  a  gret  fuyr  and  strong, 
To  rosti  ase  men  doth  f ersch  flesch  :  ]>at  were  grece  a-mong. 
pat  fuyr  was  i-maud  of  col  and  grece  :  and  salt  was  eke  ))er-tOy 
And  is^  flesch  ])at  was  for-brend  :  )>e  woundene  buy  selteu  al-so.  376 
)?o  he  ne  mi^te  ])are-with  tuyme  is  ]>0U3t  :  and  to  depQ  [him]  bringuc, 
he  ]>ou3te  ^if  he  mi^te  him  tuyme  :  with  anie  o])ur  J^ingue.        ^  a/,  or  is 
**  Quiriac/'  he  seide,  "  ]>ench  on  ])iHSulf  :  and  do  aftur  mi  lore : 
3if  ]k)u  nelt  ore  godes  honouri  :  bote  J^ou  wolle  more,  380 

Seije  f&t  ])ou  ne  art  crtstine  nou^t  :  and  ichulle  debonere  beo ; 
pat  murie  lijf  fou  schalt  J^ar-after  lede  :  sone  foil  schalt  i-seo."     382 
))o  )>e  guode  man  nolde  aftur  him  do  :  a  Caudron  he  liet  f ulle 
With  eoyle,  he  liet  it  seo^  faste  :  and  pone  guode  man  |)are-innc  pulle, 
And  seth  ])are-inne  ])ane  guode  man  :  forto  ])at  he  weri  was. 
])e  guode  man  herede  ore  louerd  euere  :  and  neuere  ])e  worse  him  nas. 
]}o  ^e  Aumperour  ])at  isai3  :  ])at  he  ne  mi^te  him  so  ouer-come, 
With  a  swerd  he  smot  him  ])oru)  ^  heorte  :  po  he  was  of  ba})e  i- 

nome.  388 

his  soule  wende  to  pQ  loye  of  heouene  :  After  is  tormentingue. 
Nou  ciist  for  ])e  loue  of  seint  Quiriac  :  to  J^ulke  loye  us  bringue 

AmeN. — 
l^E  holie  Rode  was  i-founde  :  ase  je  wutez,  in  May :  [»  usept.] 

y^  He  was  an-hauset  in  septembre^  seth])e  :  on  Je  holie  rode-daij. 
Aftur  heruest  he  comez  i-lome  :  and  oJ>ur-jwyle  J>are-Inne. 
god  us  graunti  for  his  moder  loue  :  Je  loye  of  heouene  i-wynne. 
Mani  a  jer  fare  was  bi-tweone.  :  rijt  is  fat  we  telle 
Of  eyf ur  feste  aftur  ofur  :  nof ur  ouer-huppe  i-nelle.  396 

A  kyng  fare  was  in  .perce.  f o  :  Cosdroe  was  is  name ; 
Crbline  men  fat  he  mi3te  i-flnde  :  Alle  he  brou^te  to  schame. 


CHOSROBS   II.  BRINGS  THE  GROSS  TO  PBRSIA,  13 

AND   FEIGNS   HIMSELF  GOD. 

With  his  IxxpGte  power  he  i-wan  al-so  :  J)e  londes  al  a-boute. 
And  ])o  he  cam  to  Jerusalem  :  of  ^e  sepulchre  he  hadde  doute      400 
)?at  ore  louerd  was  on  i-leid  :  and  a-non  ]>at  he  ]>e  sepulchre  i-sei3, 
Of  al  is  power,  ])at  was  so  hxpei  :  jeot  ne  dorste  he  come  l^are-nei^. 
Ake  ane  partie  of  fe  swete  croiz  :  )yat  seinte  [Helene]  ^  ])udere  brou^te 
he  tok  with  him  and  wende  him  hom   :  and  ])udere  non-more  ne 

]>0U3te.  1  rapplM  on  the  margin.  404 

Of  ])at  treo  he  was  wel  prout  :  ]>ei  he  him-sulf  luj]>ur  were. 

A  suy])e  heij  tour  of  gold  and  seluer  :  he  liet  him  sone  arrere ;  [foi.  v  b.] 

Of  37mmes  and  of  deorewur]>e  stones  :  J^are-arboue  he  liet  do 

Foourme  of  sonne  and  of  mone  :  and  of  steorrene  al-so,  408 

Schininde  ase  fei  it  heom-seolue  weren  :  and  tuyme  a-boute  faste ; 

Ase  a  ])ondringue  he  made  swy))e  ofte  :  ]>at  muche  folk  ofte  a-gaste ; 

]}oru3  smale  holes  bi  quoyntyse  :  ]>at  watur  al-so  ]>ere 

Ofte  he  made  to  grounde  falle  :  ri^t  ase  it  rein  were.  412 

Ase  feor  forth  ase  ani  man  coujye  :  he^  made^  with  quoyntise,  >  o/.om. 

pe  fourmo  ase  ]>ei  it  an  heouene  wei-e  :  he  made  on  alle  wise.  *ai.makit 

On-ouewarde  ]>e  tour  a-midde  al  ]>is  :  ane  sege  he  liet  a-rere, 

to  sitten  him-seolf  ])ar-inne  ase  a  god  :  in  heouene  ase  ]>ei  it  were 

In  his  ri^t  half  one  sege  he  made  :  his  o  sone  he  sette  pete 

In  stude  ase  ])ei  it  were  godes  sone  :  )yat  non  defaute  it  nere,        418 

In  his  leoft  half  he  made  an  ojyur  :  and  a  fair  koc  he  liet  fette 

And  in  stude  of  ])e  holie  gost  :  on  his  leoft  half  bi  him  sette,        420 

And  he  him-seolf  sat  ^  ])are-a-midde  :  J^e  fader  ase  pel  it  were,  ^  ms.  ]>at 

Sone  and  holi  gost  on  ei]>ur  side —  :  welle,  gret  pruyte  was  pere  I  422 

Eraclius  ]>e  Aumperour  :  ]>at  cristine  man  was,  at  rome. 

Of  pia^  misfarinde  pruyde  :  he  heorde  telle  i-lome :   ^  Added  on  the  margin. 

With  his  host  he  wende  in-to  is  lond  :  and  weorrede  on  him  wel  faste. 

In  his  heouene  ase  a  god  he  sat  :  ase  ]>ei  him  no-])ing  ne  a-gaste ; 

So  ]>at  his  eldeste  sone  :  he  hiet  wieuden  at]>e  laste 

Wit  his  Ost  a-3ein  ye  Aumperour  :  and  out  of  his  lond  him  caste — 

For  he  ne  deignede  nou^t  him-seolf  for  him  :  of  his  heouene  ene  a- 

li3te, 
Kon  more  ]>ane  hit  were  a  god  :  with  cor))eliche  manne  to  fi3te.  430 
his  sone  a-3ein  ^  Aump^our  :  with  is  ost  he  wende. 
And  ])0  buy  toward  fe  bataille  comen  :  ei])ur  to  ofut  sende  433 


I    • 
I 

14         HERACUUB  BOUTB  OHOSBOU  ifs  ARMT,  KILUI  HDC,  AND 

BB0OTEB8  THB  CB088. 

)?at  buy  bi-twene  heom-seoluen  tweine  :  fe  bataille  scbolden  do 

And  al  beore  Ost  stonden  and  bi-holde  :  and  non  ne  come  bem  to ; 

3we]>ur  of  beom  a-bonc  were  :  babbe  scbolde  ]>e  mi^te 

Of  ]>e  o])eres  men  and  al  is  lond  :  aftur  is  wille  it  dijte.  436 

)^  fia  forewaid  was  i-mad  :  to-gadere  buy  smiten  to  grounde 

And  fou^ten  ase  bit  beore  ri^te  was  :  and  maden  beom  wel  bitere 

woundes. 
At])e  laste  ^  Aumperour  :  yane  o])eme  ouer-cam,  >  au  bamdoan 

And  al  bis  folk,  ase  foreward  was  :  into  bis  power ^  heom  nam.    440 
be  liet  beom  cristni  euer-ecb-one  :  and  siwi  bim  to  is  wille. 
pQ  lu])ere  king  sat  euere  at  bom  :  in  bis  beouene  wel  stille 
Ase  a  god,  and  nuste  noujt :  )yat  be  was  bi-ne])e  i-brou^t ; 
So  Yuele  be  was  of  bis  men  bi-loued  :  pai  buy  nolden  bim  telle  nou^t. 
])is  Aump^our  wende  bim  fortb  :  in-to  bis  beouene  an  beij 
And  fond  bim  sitten  J^are  ase  a  god  :  bis  sone  bim  sat  ful  nei3.    446 
"  lUe  hail  beo  ]>ou,  false  god  :  in  ])ine  false  beouene  i-founde, 
Witb  pi  sone  and  pi  bolie  gost !  :  ^e  beotb  nei3  a-swounde.  448 

bi  bim  pat  ))ou  countrefetest  :  ]>at  for  us  ]K)lede  wounde, 
bote  poxL  wolle  on  bim  bi-lieue  :  ])ou  scbalt  bere  in  a  stounde 
Of  mine  bondene  ])olie  detb  :  and  ]>i  pruyte  i-brou^t  to  grounde,  [foi.  ss] 
For  al  ])ine  beouene  i-nelle  bi-leue  :  for  marke  ne  for  pounde."     452 
"  T^Tay  certes,"  pia  ofur  seide  :  "  povL  ne  scbalt  me  so  noujt  lere 
JLy    pBi  icb  to  anie  manne  a-bouwie  schuUe  :  bote  he  bene  pane 
icb  were." 
pe  Aumperour  drouj  out  is  swerd  :  and  smot  of  is  heued  rijt  pete, 
his  jongue  sone  ]>at  sat  bi  bim  :  ])at  was  in  his  teo])e  jere,  456 

he  liet  cristny  and  maken  him  king :  of  al  is  fader  lond. 
bis  men  he  jaf  ^  al  ])at  seoluer  :  |7at  be  ]>ere  fond.  >  xs.  ^at 

Mid  ]>at  gold  and  pe  ricbe  ])ingue8  :  ])at  be  fond  al-ao  ^re 
))e  eburchene  ^t  pe  scbrewes  destruyden  er  :  ^re-with  be  liet  a-rcre, 
And  made  pare  a  lond  wel  bi-lieued  :  and  guod  in  godes  la  we ; 
Alle  ^at  nolden  tuyme  t3  god  :  he  brou3to  sone  of  dawe.  462 

pQ  bolie  croiz  ))at  be  fond  ^re   :  |)at  ore  louerd  was  on  i-do, 
A-doun  be  as  nam  witb  gret  honour  :  and  with  bim  as  ladde  also  464 
To  I'e  boruj  of  Jerusalem.  :  and  ]>o  be  cam  ]>are-bi-8ide, 
Opon  pe  hulle  of  Oliuete  :  one  stounde  he  gan  a-bide. 
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S  wyfe  muche  folk  hira  cam  a-boute  :  with  gret  honur  with-alle 
And  ]K)nkeden  god  of  ])is  cas  :  p&t  heom  was  ]>are  bi-falle,  468 

)?at  }ye  swete  holie  croiz  :  to  heom  a-jein  moste  come 
])at  ]>e  iay]>ere  kyng  Cosdroe  :  heom  hadde  |7are  bi-nome. 
A-doan  of  J^e  hullo  wende  fe  Aumperonr  :  with  fair  processioun 
Bi)t  ])aiie  wei  p&t  ore  louerd  jeode  :  toward  is  passioun.  472 

l>o  he  cam  ri3t  to  fe  boru3  :  and  wolde  In  at])e  jate, 
A  fair  miracle  ore  louerd  sende    :  ])at  buy  ne  mijten  In  ^ar  ate ; 
For  pe  stones  ]>at  ])are  weren  arboue  :  a-doun  a-non  buy  a-li)ten 
And  stoden  empne  forth  ri^t  hi  J^e  o)rer  walle  :  yat  no  man  In  ne  mi)te« 
Sori  was  po  po  Aumperonr  :  and  al  is  folk  al-so, 
And  a-dradden  ]>at  he  nou3t  wuyr])e  nere  :  swuch  a  dede  for-to  do. 
On  god  buy  criden  and  wepen  sore  :  yat  he  scholde  heom  grace  siende, 
3if  ^t  it  is  wille  were  :  into  po  boruj  f or-to  wiende.  480 

^o  stod  J^are  An  Aungel  oucr  pe  ^ete  :  A  croiz  he  heold  on  honde : 
"  Sire  Aumperonr,"  he  seide, ''  ])idke  time  :  ]>at  ore  louerd  was  here 

a-lonnde, 
]9o  be  com  in  at^usso  jate  :  to  beo  to  de]>e  ido, 
Opon  a  seli  Asse  he  rod  :  in  feble  clojyes  al-so ;  484 

he  ne  cam  with  none  nobleye  :  so  as  pou  dest  nov, 
With  riche  clo]>e8  and  of  ur  pruyde  :  Jrei  he  were  as  hei3  as  J>ov." 
Mid  ]>is  word  he  wende  a-^en.  :  fis  Aumperour  arnon 
A-lijte  a^oun  and  his  elopes  :  he  caste  of  euer-ecb-on  488 

A-non  to  is  schurte  and  to  is  briech  :  sore  weopinde  with-alle. 
))e  stones  arisen  op  a-jen  :  fat  weren  er  ardoun  i-falle, 
And  ech  lai  in  his  ri^te  stude  :  ase  beo  hadden  er  ido : 
fat  3at  was  opene  ase  hit  was  er  :  fe  wei  was  clone  al-so.  492 

\)e  Aumperour  nam  f  e  swete  rode  :  and  al  a-fote  in  bar ; 
)?at  folk  him  siwede  with  gret  pres  :  muche  loye  and  blisse  was  far. 
Jpare  cam  a-non  so  swote  smul  :  ase  hit  fram  beouene  were ; 
Muche  was  f e  suotnesse  and  f e  loyo  :  fat  in  f e  contreie  was  fere.^ 
\)e  Aumperour  bar  fe  swete  croiz  :  in-to  f e  temple  an  beij,    [i  foi.  ss  t.] 
He  bi-gan  to  singue  fat  newe  song  :  bi-fore  alle  fat  fare  were  nei^  : 
"  Jjis^  croiz  is^  brijtore  to  fis  world  :  fane  alle  fe  steorrene  beo.  J  Jjj^„ 
povL  art  for-to  honori  of  alle  men  :  and  fou  art  a  suyf e  louelich  treo, 
holiore  fou  art  fane  al  f at  is  :  for  fou  one  wuyrf o  were 
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)?at  fOM  ]>at  tresor  of  al  fe  world  :  al  one  opoD  pe  ^ou^  bere.    ^  om.  )Nm 
)?oy  swete  treo  ])at  bere  on  ]>e  :  ^e  swete  nayles  al-so 
And  fe  swete  bur])ene  of  godes  sone  :  pat  on  pe  was  i-do,  504 

Sane  nou^  al  pia  compaygnie  :  pat  hidere  i-gadered  is 
And  here  to-day  to-gadere  i-broujt :  in  pine  herejynguo  i-wis  1 " 
pe  Amnperour  song  ])0  ])is  song  :  ])at  wel  is  ^vyt  ynder-stonde — 
For  3uyt  men  it  singueth  in  holie  churche  :  jwano  buy  berez  pe  croix 
on  bonde.  508 

Al  folk  onourede  al-so  pe  croiz  :  so  feor  forth  so  hay  mi3ten  it  do. 
With  ofiringues  and  with  song  :  and  with  opni  melodies  al-so. 
))oru  vertue  of  pQ  swete  rode  :  a-non-rijt  in  pe  place 
Mani  miracle  paie  feol  a-day  :  ]>ora  ore  louerdes  grace.  512 

A  ded  man  a-ros  fram  deth  to  Hue    :  and  ten  men  ])at  meseles  were. 
And  four  men  of  strongue  palasie  :  heore  hele  buy  badden  ri^t  ^re. 
And  fifteno  men  ]>at  blindo  weren  :  and  manie  o])ere  al-so 
Lheld  weren  ]>oru3  is  swete  grace  :  ])at  on  pe  rode  was  i-do.  516 

j)ia  was  pe  holie  rode-day  :  ])at  in  Septembro  is : 
])are-fore  men  honouriez  in  holi  churche  :  |7ulke  dai,  i-wis. 
Mani  miracle  of  pe  swete  rode  :  pe  man  ])at  beom  telle  cou)>e, 
)}are  bath  sethj^e  i-beo  and*  al-so  bi-fore    :  some  we  woUez*  telle  noujie. 

IN  pe  lond  of  costantyne  pe  noble  :  A  gy  w  some-time  paie  was 
In  one  churche  bim-seolf  al  one  :  ase  it  feol  bi  cas ; 
he  stod  and  bi-heol[d]  pe  rode  :  ore  louerd  forto  schiende, 
And^  ])0U3te  to  don  pe  rode  schame  :  are  eni  man  come  ])are-hende.  524 
In  pe  pToie  with  a  swerd  :  he  smot  pe  suete  rode;  i  r.anh«y 

pat  blod  sprong  on  him  anon-ri^t  al  arbrod  :  ^t  he  was  al  a-blode. 
])o  was  pe  schrewo  arferd  of  cnstine  men  :  ])at  ani  come  at]>e  laste : 
pe  rode  he  bar  a-non-ri3t  a-wei  :  and  in  a  deop  put  hire  caste,       528 
And  at-om  himnseolf  for  drede.  :  a  cristine  man  sone  ho  mette, 
))at  bi-heold  him  hou  he  was  bi-bled  :  and  on  him  faste  he  sette. 
'*  Schrewe/'  he  seide,  '*  3 ware  hauest  ]>ou  ibeo  1  :  jwam  hast  ))ou  i- 

brou3t  of  dawe  1 
)}ou  scbalt  a-bide  here  with  me  :  and  beo  an-honguo  opui  to-drawe." 
"  Cartes,"  seide  pea  of  ur,  "  i-ne  habbe  i-do  :  no  man  bote  guod." 
''J)ou  lixt,"  seide  pe  cnstine  man  :  ''and  fat  man  mai  i-seo  bi  fis 

blod."  634 
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**  Louerd,  merci,"  seide  J>e  givj  :  "  to  8oJ)e  nouf e  ich  i-seo 
])at  cnstinemannes  god  is  muche  and  guod  :  betere^  ne  may  non  beo. 
doth  mid  me  ^wat  30  wollez  :  of-serued  ich  habbe  i-wis :  >  ai.um 

For  a  rode  ich  smot  a  swi^  deop  wounde  :  and  heo  bledde  on  me  ])i8. 
And  ich  eov  bidde  cnstine-dom  :  are'  ich  beo  to  defe  i-do." 
Cristine  men  ])at  ]>is  i-heorden  :  ful  sone  buy  ^eoden  him  to,         540 
Of  ])at  ye  giv  heom  tolde  :  buy  maden  heom  ful  bold :  [foi.  20] 

buy  wenden  forth  and  founden  ]>e  Bode  :  ase  [he]  heom  hadde  i-told. 
buy  wuscben  hire  clene  and  setten  hire  up  :  ase  heo  was  er  bi-f ore  ido. 
3uyt  is  fe  wounde  in  fe  ])rote  i-sene  :  and  euere  heo  wole  so.        544 
pe  giv  ]>at  hire  hadde  so  i-smite  :  i-cWstned  he  was  sone, 
And  guod  lijf  ladde,  as  it  bi-feol  :  cristine  man  to  done. 

A  Cristine  man  ^are  was  ^wile  :  in  J^e  londe  of  Sicie, 
A  rode  he  hadde  in  is  hous  :  ])er-on  ofte  to  crie.  548 

hit  bifeol  at  is  terme-day  :  ])at  he  wende  to  an  ojyur  inne. 
A  giv  cam  sethj^e  and  wonede  y&c :  and  nust  nou^t  )ye  rode  ])are-inne. 
j)o  ye  rode  was  ]>are  i-founde  :  alle  ye  giwes  as  nome 
And  ladden  as  forth  to  heore  Synagogue  :  ase  buy  ladden  ore  louerd 

to  dome ;  552 

And  also  ase  buy  ore  louerd  beoten  :  ye  rode  buy  beoten  faste, 
And  spatten  on  hure  and  boffatteden  al-so :  and  ofte  a-doun  hire  casten; 
At  ye  ri3t  side  buy  smiten  a  spere  :  ful  deope  in  atye  laste : 
\)at  blod  sprong  out  with  gret  strem. :  yo  weren  ye  schrewes  a-gaste.  556 
For  buy  nolden  bi-blede  heore  synagogue  :  a  gret  fat  and  a  muche 

buy  fette, 
to  hente  ]>ane  strem  of  blode  :  vnder  ye  rode  buy  it  sette ; 
So  yat  heo  bledde  ]>at  fat  bretful  :  of  blod,  are  hit  stunte. 
yo  ne  dorsten  buy  more  schame  do  :  ye  rode  ase  buy  munte.         560 
Ake  buy  yon^ien  to  proui  with  ]>at  blod  :  ^weyet  ore  louerd  were  soth 

and  guod^ :  ^  r.  wtb  god 

Euerech  sik  giv  ]>at  buy  kneowen  :  buy  smeoreden  with  ])at  blod : 
And  heore  hele  huy  hadden  a-non.  :  pe  schrewene  onder-stode 
]>at  heore  lawe  nas  ri^t  noujt  :  y&t  ne  bi-liefden  noujt  on  ye  rode :  564 
to  ye  biscbop  huy  wenden  a-non  :  and  lieten  heom  cnstni  alle, 
And.  tolden  al  heore  luyjyere  dede  :  ant  hou  it  yare-oi  was  bi-falle. 
\)e  biscbop  wuste  y'la  bolie  blod  :  ase  relikes  riche  and  guode* 

LEGENDS  OF  SAINTS.  C 
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gret  miracle  ]>are  cam  alday  :  of  ])ulke  swete  blode ;  568 

So  ])at  it  was  in-io  manie  studes  :  I-fet,  wide  and  side, 

))at  it  is  noa])e  for  relikes  i-holde  :  in  mani  a  lond  wel  wide. 

In  mani  stude  men  seggez  it  is  :  of  ore  louerdes  owene  blode ; 

Ake  in  eche  stude  it  may  wel  beo  :  among  o])ere  relikes  guode.     572 

AGiv  ))are  cam  to  Home  ^wilene  :  J^at  ne  mi^te  herebeorewe  non 
i-winne :  ^  ms.  hoot  hoo* 

In  an  old  hous  ^  he  lay  him  a-doun  :  feor  fram  enerech  Inne. 
For  he  was  in  so  wilde  stude  :  of  ]>e  deuel  he  dradde  him  sore, 
he  ]K)U3te  hou  cnstine  men  heom  wusten  :  fram  fe  deoueles  lore :  576 
With  )ye  croiz  he  blessede  him  al-a-boute  :  an-auntre  jwat  him  bi-tidde, 
pei  he  ))are-on  ne  bi-liefde  nou3t :  and  lay  doun  him-seolf  a-midde. 
A  gret  deouel  fete  cam  In  at  mid-ni^t :  ase  J^ei  it  a  maister  were, 
And  o))ur  deuelene  with  him  i-nowe  :  ane  chaiere  with  him  huy  here, 
])are-oppon  huy  setten  )yis  grete  maister  :  and  he  heom  eschte  a-non 
Ech  after  o])ur  of  heore  dedes  :  and  ^ware-a-boute  huy  hadden  i-gon. 
]}o  cuerech  hadde  i-^olde  a-countes  :  of  schreu-hede  huy  hadden  ido, 
pe  maister  lokede  him  bi-side  :  ])ane  giv  he  i-8ai3  al-so.  584 

" iwiit  is"  he  seide,  '* ))ilke  maister  :  ])at  ich  in  ])ulko  huyme  iseo  1 
ho  made  him  so  hardi  and  so  wod  :  at  oure  a-counte  to  beol    [foLttb.] 
goth  forth  a-non  and  fetteth  him  hiderl  :  we  schullen  maken  him 

with  us  telle." 
So  sore  werth  ])e  giv  a-drad  :  foi  he  werth  nei}  out  of  is  felle.       588 
po  }ye  deuelene  comen  toward  him  :  huy  ne  mitten  come  him  neij, 
Ake  ech  of  heom  a-drad  was  sore  :  po  he  ])at  creoiz  i-sei^. 
''3wat  nouT'  quath  ])is  bolde  maister  :  ''^wyne  habbe  je  him  i- 

broujt 1 " 
"  Sire,  merci,"  f  is  of  ere  seiden  :  **  we  ne  mo  wen  come  nei^  him  nou3t : 
he  is  in  a  veteles  ])at  ampti  is  :  ake  with-oute  i-armed  faste." 
po  flouwen  fe  deuelene  for  )>e  croiz  :  fat  sore  huy  weren  a-gaste. 
pe  giv  bi-liefde  in  godes  sone  :  fat  on  fe  rode  was  i-do. 
And  liet  him  cristni  al-so  sone  :  so  he  mi^te  come  fer-to.  596 

AKonne  fare  was  of  on  Abbeie  :  fat  in  a  day  hire  ^eode  pleije. 
A  fair  herbe,  fat  men  cleopez  letuse  :  heo  i-sai^  stonde  hi  fe 
wei3e : 
In  hire  mouth  heo  pulte  f  arof  a  lef  :  and  ne  blessede  it  nou^t  er : 
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heo  iwerth  a-non  out  of  hire  witie  :  and  feci  a-doan  ri^t  per.         600 
)}at  folk  made  gret  deol  for  hire  :  and  ech  man  ]>at  hire  i-sai^. 
An  holi  man  ]>at  ])arof  heorde  :  ])uder-ward  wende  adai. 
A-non  80  he  cam  toward  hire  :  fe  deuel  gradde  for  fere 
And  seide,  '*  a  weilawei  !  ^wat  dude  ich  here  :  bote  op  one  herbe  sat 
]>ere  ^  r.  iwai^  604 

And  heo  me  nam  and  swaluz^  me  in  :  and  hot  me  al-so  wel  sore  1 
pou  mijt  jwite  me  jwat  J)ou  wolt  :  ake  i-ne  hahbe  gult  non  more." 
'*  J)ou  schalt,"  quath  J>is  holi  man  :  "  an  ofer  .In.  habbe  to-^ere. 
For  heo  for-jat  to  blessi  hure  :  ful  redi  fou  were  fere."  608 

]}oru3  signe  of  pe  holie  croiz  :  pene  deuel  he  drof  out  ])ere ; 
3eollinde  and  fol  sori  he  wende  a-wei  :  with,  ful  grislich  here. 
])are-fore  ich  rede  ech  man  beo  i-war  :  pai  wilnez  wel  to  do, 
blessi  is  mete  are  he  it  ete  :  ])at  he  ne  beo  itemed  so.  612 

Nou]>e,  gody  for  pe  rode  lone  :  pat  poxx  were  on  ido, 
bringue  us  to  ])e  hei^e  loye  :  pat  ]>ou  us  bou^test  to.     Amen. 

11.    8.  Dunstan.^ 

SEint  Dunston  was  of  enguelonde  :  i-come  of  guode  more. 
Miracle  ore  louerd  dude  for  him  :  pe  juyt  he  was  un-bore. 
For  ))o  he  was  in  his  moder  wombe  :  In  a  candel-masse  day, 
)}at  folk  was  muche  at  churche  :  ase  hit  to  pe  tyme  lay  :  4 

As  huy  stoden  alle  with  heore  li^t  :  ri3t  also  men  stondeth  ^uyt  nou, 
heore  li^t  queincte  ouer-al  :  pai  no  mon  nuste  hou ; 
here  ^t  lijt  bamde  swi^  wel  :  and  here  it  was  al  oute. 
)?at  folk  stod  al  in  gret  wonder  :  and  weren  in  grete  doute,  8 

And  bispeken  ech  to  opni :  in  jwuche  manere  it  were 
psX  it  queinte  so  sodeinliche  :  al  ]>at  li3t  ^at  huy  here. 
Also  huy  stoden  and  ]>arof  speken  :  in  gret  wonder  ech-ou, 
Seint  Dunstones  moder  taper  :  a-fuyre  werth  a-non  12 

))at  heo  huld  in  hire  bond —  :  heo  nuste  ^wannes  it  cam. 
pat  folk  stod  and  ])at  bihuld  :  and  gret  wonder  pai-oi  it  nam ; 
No  man  nuste  fro  whannes  it  cam  :  bote  pom.  ore  louerdes  grace. 
)}arof  huy  tenden  alle  heore  li^t :  ])at  weren  in  pe  place.  16 

1  This  legend,  and  S.  Oristof er,  I  have  edited  before  in  *  Lemoke,  Jahrbuch  f iir 
rem.  nnd  en^.  pbil.,  1875.' 

0  2 


20     ST.   DUNSTAN,   BROUGHT   UP   AT   OLASTONBURT,    F0inc))8   GLASTON- 
BURY ABBET,    OF  WHIOH  HE  BECOMES  ABBOT. 

3wat  was  f&tf  pat  ore  louerd  crist :  fram  heouene  }yat  li^t  sende  [foi.  m] 

And  ]>at  folk  fat  ^axe  stode  aboute  :  heore  taperes  ^arot  tende, 

Bote  ])at  of  ])ulke  boli  child  :  ])at  was  in  hire  wombe  ])ere 

Al  enguelond  scholde  beo  ili^t :  bet  fane  hit  ener  er  were  1 —         20 

})o  piB  child  was  i-bore  :  his  freond  nomen  ])er-to  hede, 

huj  leten  hit  do  to  Glastingburi  :  to  norischci  and  to  fede, 

And  to  techen  him  his  bileue  al-so  :  his  pater  noster  and  crede. 

))at  child  wax  and  wel  i-J^ev^  :  ase  it  moste  node.  24 

To  fe  world  he  nam  luyte  3eme  :  for  to  alle  godnesse  he  drouj ; 

Ech  man  ))at  heorde  of  him  speke  :  hadde  of  him  ioye  i-novj. 

]X>  he  cou^  mannes  wit  :  to  his  vncle  he  gan  go, 

)^  Erchebischop  of  caunterbiiri :  Aldelm  ])at  was  ]>a  28 

With  him  he  maude  ioye  i-nov^  :  and  euere  )>e  leng  ^  more, 

]^  he  i-sci  of  his  guodnesse  :  and  of  his  wise  lore. 

For  gret  deinte  fat  he  hadde  of  him  :  he  dude  him  sone  bringue 

To  fe  prince  of  Engelond  :  A])elston  fe  kynguo.  32 

pe  king  him  maude  ioye  i-nou3  :  and  grauntedc  al  his  bone, 

Of  3wat  ))ing  fat  he  wolde  him*bidde  :  ^if  it  were  to  done. 

Seint  Dunston  him  bad  anie  place  :  f&ie  he  was  forth  i-broujt, 

In  ^e  toun  of  Glastingburi  :  )yat  he  ne  wernde  him  nou3t.  36 

])e  king  grauntede  him  is  bone  a-non  :  and  after  him  al-so 

Edmund,  is  brofer,  fo  he  was  king  :  and  in  his  power  ido. 

To  Glastingburi  he  wende  sone  :  fe  guode  man  seint  Dunston, 

po  bo)ye  fe  kingues  3eue  him  leue  :  Eadmund  and  Athelston.  40 

H  A  fair  Abboye  he  let  fare  Srrere  :  ase  men  i-seoth  j^are  3uyt 

stonde, 
Of  blake  Monekes,  )?at  was  a-rerd  :  fe  furste  of  Enguelonde — 
For  ech  Abbeie  of  Enguelonde  :  fai  of  blake  Monekes  is 
Of  f e  hous  of  Gastingburi  :  furst  sprong  and  cam,  iwis.  44 

Him-sulf  he  nam  fe  Abite  fevQ  :  ond  Monek  formest  bi-cam ; 
Sone  he  was  Abbot  of  fe  hous  :  and  gret  couent  to  him  nam. 
he  makede  fare  godes  scruise  :  studefast  and  stable  i-noy3 ; 
])at  couent  ])at  ])are-inne  was  :  to  alle  guodnesse  drou3.  48 

})is  holi  Abbod  seint  Dunston  :  hadde  gret  power 
With  fe  king  Eadmund,  fo  he  was  king  :  he  was  is  conseiUer. 
After  fe  king  Eadmundes  defe  :  a  guode  3wyle  it  was  a-gon 
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])at  Edwyne,  is  sone,  was  king  i-maud  :  ake  non^t  rijt  sone  after 

a-non.  52 

IF  pia  Edwyne  hadde  ful  vuel  red  :  and  ]>are-aftar  he  drov3. 
With  seint  Dnnston  he  was  wroth  :  and  with  wel  gret  wov} 
Of  his  Abbeye  he  drof  him  out :  and  dude  him  schame  i-nov} ; 
))e  more  schame  ]>at  he  him  dude  :  (e  more  ]>e  guode  man  lov).       56 
he  let  drine  him  out  of  Enguelonde  :  and  let  crien  him  fleme. 
J^is  guode  man  wende  out  wel  glad  :  ne  tok  he  none  jeme. 
To  ]>e  Abbeie  of  seint  Amaunt  :  bi-jeonde  se  he  drou^. 
And  soriomede  ]mre  longue  :  and  ladde  guod  lijf  inov^.  60 

IF  fo  ]>e  king  Edwyne  was  ded  :  Edgar,  ]>at  was  is  bro]>er, 
After  him  was  king  I-maad  :  for  he  was  ner  ^ane  ani  ojyur. 
Swy]>e  guod  man  he  bi-cam  :  and  louede  wel  holi  churche, 
And  ech  man  ])at  him  to  guode  radde  :  aftur  him  he  gan  wurche.   64 
H  Men  iolden  him  of  seint  Dunston  :  ))at  is  bro]>er  drof  out  of  londe 
With  ynri3tht  for  is  guodnesse  :  and  he  bi-gan  him  vnderstonde : 
After  him  he  sende  arnon  :  f&t  he  come  a-^en  sone 
And  with  him  bi-loue  is  consciler  :  of  )>at  he  hadde  to  done.  68 

Seint  Dunston  cam  hom  ar3en  :  and  faire  was  vnder-fongue, 
And  hadde  his  Abbeye  al  in  pays  :  fram  ^wuche  he  hadde  i-beo 

longue. 
Swy^  wel  he  was  with  ])e  king  :  and  al  his  conseiller ; 
Men  speken  muche  of  his  guodnesse  :  wel  wide  feor  and  ner.  72 

H  Hit  bi-fel  ))at  pe  Bischop  :  of  wyrecestre  was  ded : 
pe  kyng  and  fe  Erchebischop  Eode  :  ]>ar-of  nomen  heore  red 
And  ]>ene  holie  Abbod  seint  Dunston  :  Bischop  buy  maden  ]>ere, 
For  he  scholde  beo  herre  in  godes  la  we  :  ]>ei  it  a-jein  is  wille  were. 
Some  men  axeden  at  ]>e  Erchebischope  :  of  Caunterburi  sire  Ode 
3ware-fore  ])at  he  him  Bischop  maude  :  and  )wy  his  graces  weren  so 

guode. 
''  For  ho  schal/'  seide  pis  guode  Man  : ''  aftur  me  here  bee 
Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi  :  and  ])at  Men  schuUen  i-see."  80 

"  ^wai  wost)>ou1 "  ])is  opere  seiden  :  '']k)U  spezt  foUiche,  i-wis, 
)}ou  nost  non  more  pane  pi  fot :  op-on  god  al  it  ia" 
"  Mine  leue  frend,"  seide  (is  holie  Man  :  ''  je  ne  dorre  me  blamie 

nou^t, 
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For  ich  wot  wel  ^wat  ore  louerd  crist :  in  mi  Mouth  hath  i-bronjt. 
And  ho-so  with-seith  ou^t  of  ]>ulke  ))inge  :  ^ai  ich  eov  habbe  i-sed, 
pQ  80]>e  he  mai  seo,  ^if  he  liueth  :  after  ]>at  ich  am  ded."  86 

U  Bischop  he  was  of  londone  :  seint  Dunston,  seth))e  al-so, 
Of  londone  and  of  wyrecestre  :  and  heold  bo))e  to.  88 

hit  bi-fel  fat  fe  Erchebischop  :  of  Caunterburi  was  ded : 
pe  pope  and  pe  king  Edgar  :  ))aivof  nomen  heore  red 
And  mauden  ]7ane  guode  man  seint  Dunstan  :  Erchebischop  pete. 
Guode  men  ))at  him  i-knewen  :  wel  glade  ]>ai>of  were.  92 

pQ  crietindom  of  Enguelonde  :  to  guod  stat  he  drov) 
And  pe  n^toB  of  holi  churche  :  he  heold  up  faste  i-noy). 
he  fonrmede  pom^  al  enguelond  :  ]>at  ech  person  scholde  cheose 
To  witien  him  chaste  fram  lecherie  :  o]>ur  his  churche  loose.  96 

Seint  Athelwold  was  fulke  tyme  :  Bischop  of  winchestre, 
And  Oswold,  pe  guode  man  :  Bischop  of  wurecestre : 
peos  twei  Bischopes  with  seint  Dunston  :  weren  al  at  one  rede. 
And  Edgar  pe  guode  king  :  to  done  ]>at  guode  dede.  100 

])eos  ]>reo  Bischopes  wenden  a-boute  :  J^oruj  al  Enguelonde 
And  euerech  lu]7er  person  casten  out  :  heom  ne  mi^hte  non  atstonde ; 
heore  churchene  and  heore  o]>er  guod  :  clanliche  heom  bi-nome 
And  bi-setten  as  on  guode  men  :  ))oru3  ))e  popes  graunt  of  rome.    104 
Ey3hte  an  fourti  Abbeies  :  of  Monekes  and  of  nonnes 
Of  ]>at  tresur  buy  a-rerden  in  Enguelonde  :  p&t  of  persones  was  so 
i-wonne. 

[Here  a  leaf  is  torn  out  in  the  MS.,  with  the  rest  of  this  and  the  beginning  of 
the  following  legend ;  only  the  first  words  of  w.  181-151  are  preserved  on  a 
fragment  of  the  leaf.    MS.  Vernon,  which  has  the  same  text,  oontinaes :] 

[fibr  so  hit  was  bet  biset  :  pen  hit  were^  er  on  schrewe —  ^  ai.wu 

ffor  whonne  gode  Maystres  beo]>  :  sum  goodDesse  heo  woUe))  schewe. 

Gode  weoren  pe  preo  Bisschopes  :  fat  pnlke  tyme  weren  po — 

pe  betere  hit  is  in  Engelondo  :  for  hem  euere-mo.  110 

^  Vr  lord  ^af  seint  Dunston  :  on  eor])e  so  feir  grace 

])at  on  a  tyme,  as  he  was  :  in  a  priue  place,  112 

his  fiader  and  his  Modur  ek  :  in  pe  loye  of  heuene  an-heib, 

Aflur  ]7at  heo  weoren  dede  :  wel  aperteliche  he  hem  seih. 

Gret  loue  vr  lord  him  kudde  :  whon  he  him  schewede  ]>ere 

So  muche  of  his  prinyte  :  pe  while  he  alyue  were  !  116 
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^  As  he  lay  a  no))ar  time  :  in  his  reste  a  niht, 

he  sayh  ^o  loye  of  heuene  :  and  ]>e  place  j^er-inue  wel  briht ; 

Aungels  he  herde  syngen  also  :  a  Murie  song  fer-lnne, 

p&t  me  Bjngep  in  holy  Chirche  :  whon  me  ]>e  Masse  bi-ginne  :  120 

Kyrie  leyson  zpe  leyson  :  was  ]>at  Murie  song — 

\)e  holi  Mod  ])at  ))is  i-herde  :  hit  ne  ))houhte  him  no-]>iog  long. 

Wel  ouhte  he  to  heuene  come  :  at  his  ende-day 

))at,  while  he  was  alyne  :  so  muche  of  heuene  he  say  I  124 

U  harpe  he  louede  swij^e  wel  :  for  of  harpe  he  couj^e  i-nouh. 

A  day  he  sat  in  his  solas  :  and  a  lay  ]7er-on  he  drouh. 

pe  harpe  he  heng  vp  bi  pe  wouh  :  ]>o  hit  was  tyme  to  ete ; 

})o  hit  was  redi  ])er-to  ibrouht  :  he  sat  doun  to  his  mete.  128 

Of  heuene  he  gon  ])enche  sone  :  of  ioye  pat  was  ]>ere, 

Of  pe  loyful  blisse  pat  per  was  :  among  halewen  pat  per  were.] 

he*  sat  [as  ))ei3  he  weore  i-nome  :  so  muche  per-on  he  ]7ouhte.] 

his  h[arpe,  pat  heng  so  bi  pe  wouh  :  of  whom  he  luyte  Rouhte,]        132 

heo  gan  [to  kuipe  his  holy  pouht  :  ded  treo  pei^  hit  were,] 

Also  it  o[vr  lordus  wille  was —  :  hire  herden  alle  pat  weoren  pere.] 

Al  bi  hire-[self  heo  gon  harpen  :  a  Murie  Antempne  iwis] 

pat  men  8[ingep  jut  in  holy  churche  :  pat  on  Englisch  is  pis]  :  136 

*'  halewene  8[oulen  glade  beop  :  pat  in  heuene  beop  i-do,] 

))at  siweden  [vr  lordes  wey  :  and  for  him  schedden  also] 

heore  blod  for  [his  swete  loue.  :  p^ore  heo  schulen  wone] 

And  kyngues^  be  [wip-outen  ende  :  wip  crist  Godus  sone.*']  » Vom.  knyiitc* 

\)Q^  Antenene  pa[t  murie  is  :  as  pis  folk  iherden  alle,]  i  a/.pu 

pe  harpe  song  a[l  bi  liireHself  :  as  heo  heng  bi  pe  walle.] 

Faire  grace  ore  l[ord  him  schewede  per  :  whon  pat  dede  treo' 

Scholde  so  singue  [of  pulke  Ioye  :  pat  he  scholde  Inne  beo !]  144 

Louerd,  i-hered  beo  [pi  grace  :  &  pi  mijte  also] 

pat  woldest  her^  [alyue  for  him  :  such  miracle  do.]  t  i  Hs.  for 

^  po  pis  holie  man  [hedde  i-lyued  :  on  eorpe  mony  a  day] 

And  his  ende-dai  [was  neih  i-come  :  as  he  him-self  sayj,]  148 

An  holi  poresdai  [he  wez  sek  :  as  hit  fel  in  pe  jere.] 

he  liet  him  clep[e  of  his  frendes  :  pat  specials  to  hym  were,] 

his  men  pat  h[im  serucden  ek  :  he  lette  hem  clepe  also,] 

[And  for-jaf  hem  heore  trespas  :  pat  heo  him  hedden  misdo,  152 

And  a-soylede  hem  of  heore  sunnes  :  as  he  in  Qodus  bendes  lay. 

And  so  he  lay  in  pulke  tymo  :  and  eke  pene  £friday. 

*  These  beginnings  of  the  next  verses  are  extant  in  L.  on  a  fragment  of  the  fol. 
t  Yy.  143-4,  cm.  in  Yem.,  are  added  from  MS.  HarL 


2-L         ST.  AUSTIN,   WITH  40  MONKS,  IS  SENT  BT  POPS  GBEGOBT 

TO   CONVSBT  ENGLAND. 

he  lette  clepe  ]>e  Saturday  :  ^e  ffi'eres  bi-foren  him  alle  >  r.  h«m 

And  bad  hem  alle  haue  god  day  :  and  seide  what  him^  Bcholde  bi-falle; 

he  let  him  don  al  his  Rihtes  :  and  vr  lordus  flesch  lie  nom, 

And  wende  out  of  J^is  world  :  and  to  heuene  wel  soue  com. 

Now,  swete  lord  seint  Dunston  :  ))at  vre  Erchebisschop  were, 

Bring  vs  to  ^e  loye  of  heueue  :  as  Angles  ^i  soole  here.     Amen.      160 

12    Anstyn. 

SEint  Augustin,  ^at  cn«tendom  :  brouhte  in-to  Engelonde, 
Biht  is  among  opere  i-wis  :  ]7at  we  him  vndurstonde. 
Seint  Gregori  pe  holy  Mon  :  pope  was  of  Rome, 

Engelond  he  louede  muche  :  pe\\i  he  par  neuer  ne  come.  4 

Me  tolde  p&t  pe  lond  was  good  :  and  pat  hit  hej)ene  was. 
Wel  Bori  was  seint  Gregori  :  ])at  hit  cristene  nas. 
him-self  he  wolde  habben  i-went  :  in-to  Engelonde, 
Ac  he  ne  moste  for  po  Cardinals.  :  ac  he  sende  his  sonde :  8 

W\p  ffourti  goode  men  :  seint  Austyn  he  nom 
And  sende  hym  in-to  Engelonde  :  to  preche  cristendom, 
\)at  vchone  Monkes  weore  :  seint  Austin  and  eke  pe  o])ere. 
ffor])  heo  wenden  euerichono  :  J^at  were  alle  as  bre])ere —  12 

Aftur  ])at  God  was  i-borcn  :  fiyuo  hundred  jer  hit  was 
j)&t  seint  Austin  wende  in-to  Engelonde  :  to  do  piB  goode  ca& 
he  drcddo  him  sore  for  he  nc  cou]7e  :  ]70  speche  of  Engelonde  : 
ho  nom  men  wi])  him  ])at  cou])en  :  pe  speche  vndurstonde.  16 

^  heo  duden  liem  for))  in  fe  see.  :  fo  heo  fider  comen, 
Toward  pe  hc))ene  of  Eugcloude  :  pe  rihte  wey  heo  nomen. 
In  an  He  bi  pe  Est  :  Rilit  atte  on  ende 

]?is  Guodo  Men  gonnen  aryue  :  as  God  wol[d]e  hem  grace  sende.        20 
)?er  heo  nomen  furst  heore  In  :  and  nomen  hem  sone  to  Rede 
hou  heo  militen  best  on  taken  :  to  don  ph  holy  dede. 
IF  To  pe  kyng  Af clbert,  Jjat  was  fo  :  kyng  of  Engelonde, 
Bi  a  qweynte  Messagcr  :  feire  heo  senden  heore  sonde :  24 

pat  heo  weorcn  Mcssagcrs  :  and  from  an  hei3  mon  heo  come 
To  don  to  him  a  Message  :  from  pe  Court  of  Rome, 
])at  scholde  to  him  world  wi])outcn  ende  :  and  to  alle  in  his  londe 
To  gret  prou  ben  and  to  gret  Richcsse  :  jif  he  hit  wolde  vndurstonde. 
^  j3o  jje  kyng  f  is  word  herde  :  he  stod  a  while  in  ]}ouht. 
**  Goode  tif inges,"  he  seide,  "  mot  hit  beo  :  fat  heo  me  habbe))  i-brouht. 
vndurfonge])  hem  fcire  inouh  :  and  honoure])  hem  also, 
And  fynde]>  hem  plcnte  inouh  :  of  J^at  heo  habbe])  node  to,  32 


8T.    AUSTIN    LANDS    (iN   THANBT),    AND    IS    KINDLY   BECEIVBD    BT      25 
ATHELBEBT,   WHO   OBANTS   HIM  BE8IDENGB  AT  DOYBB. 

fiforte  ich  habbe  wip  hem  i-speke  :  and  heore  Message  seo ; 

God  leoe,  as  heo  me  bi-hote))  :  ))at  hit  mote  to  my  proa  beo.** 

his  heste  was  fal  wel  i-holde  :  and  me  vndurfeng  hem  feire  i-nouh. 

pe  kyng  toward  ^olke  He  :  sone  perskftur  he  him  droah.]  36 

[Here  L.  continues,  fol.  31.] 

]po  he  to  ^e  .yle.  cam  :  to  seint  Austyn  he  sende, 
])at  he  to  him  with  his  felawes  :  to  don  is  erende,  i-wende. 
U  Seint  Austyn  him  grei]iede  wel  :  and  his  felawes  echon, 
For-to  fijhte  a-3ein  ^e  Deuel  :  and  to  batayle  gon  :  40 

huy  mauden  ^e  signe  of  ^e  croiz —  :  o^ure  Armes  ne  hadden  huy  non 
For-to  done  ^is  hataille  :  and  to  ouer-come  heore  fon. 
Ane  Croyz  of  seluer  with  ^e  fourme  :  of  god  huy  leten  a-rere 
And  in  stude  of  Banere  :  bi-fore  heom  huy  here,  44 

And  ^eoden  forth  wel  baldeliche  :  ase  hardie  kny^tes  and  guode, 
huy  siweden  alle  heore  swete  Baner  :  ^e  fourme  of  pe  rode ; 
\)e  letanie  huy  gonne  singue  :  for  prov  of  ^e  londe, 
pat  ore  swete  louerd  heom  sende  grace  :  heore  prechingue  to  vnder- 
stonde.  48 

IT  pane  kyng  huy  gretten  swy^  faire  :  ^o  huy  to  him  come, 
And  seiden  him  pe  erende  :  ]>at  huy  brou^ten  f ram  pe  court  of  Rome, 
And  precheden  him  of  cnstindom  :  and  of  ore  louerdes  lawe,       ^  r.  to 
pai^  goddere  hele  him  and  alle  his  :  jif  huy  wolden  ]7are-to  drawe ; 
huy  bi-heten  him  ^e  loye  of  heouene  :  ]iat  so  ricbe  was  and  is, 
Jpat  he  scholde  after  ^is  lijf  :  tuyme  into  pxdke  blis 
And  be  ^ere  with-outen  ende  :  with  god  ^at  us  boujte. 
pe  king  stod,  ^o  he  heorde  piB  lasepei  he  were  in  Jioujte.  56 

IT  "  Swy^e  fair  fing,"  he  seide,  "  it  is  :  fat  f ov  bi-hotest  me ; 
Mi3hte  ich  beo  siker  ])at  hit  aoihp  were  :  ich  wolde  don  after  pe. 
Ake  ich  ne  concenti  noujt  f  er-to—  :  for  it  is  3eot  so  neowe. 
Are  ich  habbe  more  ynder3ite  :  ^wej^ur  pia  Message  beo  trewe.        60 
Ake  for  3e  f us  i-trauailede  booth  :  fram  so  ferre  londe. 
And  for  ore  guode,  ase  30  seggeth  :  and  30  doth))  me  onderstonde, 
Ich  eov  nelle  greui  nou3t  :  ake  wel  faire  bi  eov  do 
And  onder-fonguen  eov  and  finden  also  :  fat  30  habbez  neode  to ;   64 
And  ich  graunti  also  fat  alle  fulke  :  fat  woUez  to  eov  tome, 
Guode  leue  ich  [jiue  ech]^  mmi  :  for  i-nelle  no  man  weome."         ^om. 


26   8T.  AUSTIN  OONYEBTS  THB  PBOPLB  AND  KING,  AND  IS  MADB  FIRST 
AR0HBI8H0P   OF  OANTERBUBT.      3T.  BARNABAS  JOINS  THB  APOSTLBS. 

IT  Seint  Austin  and  alle  his  :  A  8wy))e  fair  woniingue 

In  ye  toon  of  Doueie  he  heom  jaf  :  to  makie  inne  heoie  prechingne. 

Seint  Austin  and  is  felawes  also  :  bi-gonne  to  prechie  faste, 

So  pai  some  ^at  gnode  weren  :  to  heom  heore  heorte  caste  70 

And  tumden  heom  to  cristindom  :  and  euere  j)e  leng  ]>e  mo ; 

So  ^at  ^ut  folk  a-boute  heom  cam  :  ase  ))icke  ase  huy  mi3ten  go.     72 

heore  dede  sprong  so  wide  sone  :  ]>at  to  ^e  king  it  cam 

}>e  faire  miracles  pai  hay  daden  :  as  huy  precheden  cnstindom. 

IT  He  wende  and  heorde  eft  heore  prechingue  :  and  seij  pai  hit  was 

guod; 
"  To  longue,"  he  seide,  "  ich  habbe  a-bide  :  ar  ich  ^is  vnder-stod."  76 
he  tumde  him  to  cr/stindom  :  and  liet  him  baptisen  anon 
And  biliefde  on  ihesu  crist  :  and  is  Men  ech-on. 
Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi :  pe  furste  pai  euere  cam, 
Seint  Austin  huy  maden  ))0  :  to  holde  up  cristindom.  80 

IF  Seint  Austin  broujte  cnstindom  :  fus  into  Enguelonde — 
Wei  au3te  we  his  [dai]  Anouri  :  jif  we  weren  wel  vnderstonde.  LtaL  si  b.] 
H  His  day  is  toward  Jie  ende  of  May  :  for  in  fat  day  he  wende 
Out  of  ]>is  lijf  to  ihesu  crist  :  pat  after  him  po  sende.  84 

Bidde  we  jeome  seint  Austin  :  ))at  cnstindom  so  broujte, 
pat  we  moten  to  ]iulke  loye  come  :  to  3  wan  ore  louerd  us  boujte. 

13    Bamabe 

SEint  Bamabe  pe  Apostle  :  ))at  guod  was  and  hiende, 
I-Martred  he  was  for  godes  loue  :  in  strongue  depe  atf  enende. 
After  pat  ore  swete  louerd  :  to  heouene  gan  i-wende, 
\)e  Apostles  precheden  cnstindom  :  ase  he  heom  gan  wit  siende :      4 
U  Seint  Bamabe  i-sai3  ]io  :  ))at  his  bi-leue  nas  nou3t : 
he  turndo  sone  to  pe  Apostles  :  and  to  ore  louerd  al  is  ]70U3t. 
Of  lond  he  hadde  ane  grete  feld  :  and  he  it  solde  wel  faste, 
to  pe  Apostles  he  wende  anon  :  and  to  heore  fet  pe  panes  caste  8 

And  for-sok  al  fis  world  ^  guod  :  and  heore  felawe  bi-cam,      >  r.woridei 
And  I-martred  he  was  with  heom  :  for  loue  of  cristindam. 
Seth]>e  ))0  seint  powel  :  to  pe  Apostles  wende, 

pe  Apostles  ne  lefden  it  nou3t  :  })at  ore  louerd  him  to  heom  sende,  12 
Ake  wenden  ))at  he  a  gylur  were  :  so  ))at  hit  was  longue — 
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For  he  hadde  so  luj^ur  man  i-be —  :  are  hxxj  dorsten  him  voder- 

fongne. 
IT  Seint  Barnabe  i-kney  him  ferst  :  so  ^at  he  formest  broujte 
]pe  apostles  in  cut&rade  with  him  :  and  in  r^te  ^on^te,  16 

And  tolde  heom  hov  ore  swete  louerd  :  bi  weye  to  him  cam 
And  smot  him  and  bi-nam  him  is  8i3t :  and  broujte  him  to  cmtindom. 
IT  Seth]ie  ^o  firam  lerosalem  :  ^e  Apostles  gonne  wende, 
For-to  prechi  godes  lawe  :  ]>at  so  gnod  is  and  hende,  20 

And  to  pe  londe  of  Cypre  :  seint  Barnabe  hay  gonne  ^o  sende  :^ 
Aae  he  wende  forth  in  is  wei :  in  one  stnde  he  fond  *  ^^iSs'  ^ 

A  f elaujschipe  of  qnoynte  Men  :  ^e  wiseste  of  al  ]>e  lond. 
he  spac  with  heom  so  quoynteliche  :  ase  he  bi  heom  cam,  24 

jpat  ^ar  nas  non  of  heom  alle  :  ^at  ne  wondrede  of  his  wisdam. 
"  Sire  sire/'  sdde  on  of  heom  :  ^at  was  of  grete  fame, 
''  Tel  us  of  ^wannes  ^ou  art :  and  jwat  is  ^i  name. 
And  fram  jwannes  ))oa  art  hidere  i-come  :  and  for  jwuche  ))ingne ;  28 
jpoa  comest  here  into  ore  lond  :  ich  wot  for  sume  ti]>ingue.^ 
IT  Seint  Barnabe  ^is  holie  Man  :  f  ondede  in  eche  pointe 
to  answerien  heom  wel  quoynteliche  :  for  huy  weren  heom-sclf  so 

quoynte. 
"  Sire,"  he  seide,  ''  ]ioy  axest  wel  :  and  ich  ou  wuUe  telle  :  32 

Barnabe  ich  am  i-cleoped  :  ^e  deueles  fo  of  helle, 
lesu  crtstes  man  ich  am  :  pat  me  gan  hidere  siende, 
Fram  lerusalem  ich  am  i-come  :  and  puB  a-boute  wiende 
Foi^to  prechi  is  holie  name  :  pat  broujte  us  out  of  biende.  36 

Bi-leueth  on  him  and  je  wor])eth  in  loye  :  euere  with-oute  ende.** 
he  prechede  so  ^is  gprete  men  :  )>at  huy  tumden  heore  ])0U3t 
And  weren  p&re  to  crtstindom  :  pom^  seint  Barnabe  i-broujt 
And  bi-liefden  on  lesu  crtst :  and  heore  heorte  ope  him  caste,         40 
And  prechede  also  of  ihesn  crist :  and  tumde  put  folk  wel  faste.  [foi.  st] 
Seint  Barnabe  wende  him  forth  :  and  to  ]>e  londe  of  cipre  he  com, 
to  tuyme  men  to  ihera  crist  :  and  to  prechi  cristindom. 
He  cam  and  fond  a  foul  dede  :  pat  schendful  was  to  do  :  44 

Men  vme  nakede  al  a-boute  :  and  wummen  al-so. 
Seint  Barnabe  was  ]>ar-of  a-schamed  :  for  it  was  a  schenf ul  dede 
\)iit  pe  schrewene  neren  a-schamede  noujt :  to  schewi  heore  wrechhede. 


28      ST.  BARNABAS  OmiBS  TIMON  OF  A  FE7BB  WITH  THB  GOSPXL 

OF  ST.  MATTHEW. 

To  j)e  temple  he  wende  a-non  :  ope  jwan  hay  a-vouweden  heore' 
schame,  48 

And  a-mansede  ^at  son  temple  :  in  ore  louerdes  name. 
A-non  with  ^is  mansingue  :  al  ^at  on  half  dachste  a^o^nn 
)>oru3  grete  wreche  of  pis  temple  :  with  gret  noyse  and  soun. 
J)o  pe  schrewes  i-seijen  pe  wreche  :  pat  so  schamelece  were,  52 

huy  bi-lefden  ^olke  schendfole  dede  :  huy  ne  dorsten  non-o^ur  for 

fere. 
^18  holie  man  wende  him  forth  :  ferrore  in  pe  lond  :^  >  Ms.tond« 

Tymon,  ]>at  was  an  holi  man  :  in  a  stude  he  fond, 
)?at  in  a  strong  acces  was  of  a  feuere  :  and  al  stpQ  dope  nei).  56 

Scint  Bamabe  of-])oa3te  it  sore  :  ^o  he  him  i-sei^. 
]pe  godspelles  of  seint  Mathev  :  with  him  euere  he  ber 
In  a  bok ;  ase  god  it  wolde  :  with  him  he  hadde  as  J)er : 
Jpis  bok  he  leide  ope  ^is  man  :  ase  he  so  sijk  per  lay  :  60 

he  bi-cam  anon  hoi  and  sound  :  ase  al  pai  folk  i-say,^  i  ms.  i  Im^ 

And  wende  forth  with  him  arboute  :  hoi  and  glad  i-novj, 
And  prechede  3eome  of  ihe^  crist  :  and  folk  fram  sonne  drovj. 
Of  ore  swete  louerd  of  heouene  :  seint  Bamabe  hadde  swich  grace  64 
]}at,  3if  he  founde  ani  sijk  man  :  ase  he  wende  in  ani  place, 
And  he  leide  ope  him  ^is  bok  :  ))at  so  holi  and  guod  was 
Of  pe  godspelles  of  seint  Mathev  :  so  strong  siknesse  non  nas 
)?at  he  pOTU)  ore  louerdes  grace  :  ne  helde  pax-oi  a-non ;  68 

]pare-]7oru3  he  maude  mani  men  :  to  lesu  cr/ste  gon. 
])oru3  vertue  of  ]iis  holie  Man  :  and  of  piB  holie  bok  al-so 
Muche  fair  mi3thte  ore  louerd  hath  :  in  his  seriaunz  ido. 
\)ia  holie  man  seint  Bamabe  :  3et  forj^ere  he  wende  72 

And  p7'6chedo  pe  giwes  faste  :  hore  lijf  for-to  amende. 
Manie  he  tornede  to  cr^stindom  :  and  pene  holi  goat  on  heom  tende, 
]poru3  miracles  pai  he  dude  :  and  ])oru3  grace  ]>at  god  him  sende. 
IT  Bareu  was  a  hxpui  giv  :  ))at  euere  weorrede  faste  76 

8eiot  powel  and  seint  Bamabe  :  and  cudde  it  at  pe  laste  : 
For  ]70  he  fond  seint  Bamabe  :  ])at  folk  to  ore  louerd  so  w'ende, 
To  pe  lu])ere  lustise  of  pe  lond  :  pe  ti])ingue  he  gan  siende. 
\)iB  holi  man  was  sone  i-nome  :  and  to  dome  i-brou3t  80 

huy  tormenteden  him  harde  and  stronge  :  forto  torni  is  ^njt 
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AUe  manere  tunnenz  hay  him  daden  :  ]>at  huy  mi^thten  on  bi-))enche  : 

hay  ne  ini3thten  him  nou3t  3eot  enes  make  :  fram  god  is  ]>oa3t  blenche. 

IT  Ase  hay  weren  with  al  heore  mi3te  :  a-boate  him^  faste  and  longae 

For-to  defoali  j)is  holie  man  :  with  tormenz  harde  and  strongue, 

IT  ])e  Aomperores  o  cosin  :  ]iat  of  gret  power  was,  ^  au  om.  [foi.  ss  b.]  86 

In-to  tonne  cam  ^ulke  time  :  ase  it  feol  hi  cas. 

]>e  giwes  weren  so  sore  a-drad  :  laste  he  hem  bi-nome  88 

J)oru3  8trenc])e  seint  Bamabe  :  and  ladde  him  to  rome  : 

A-ni3ht  hay  nomen  ))is  holie  man  :  ase  he  was  to-rannsed  so, 

And  teiden  ane  rop  arboate  is  necke  :  and  knutten  him  faste  ))erto 

And  drowen  him  oat  of  heore  synagoge  :  with  seoruwe  and  pine 

i-novj,  92 

And  seth])e  al-so  bi  ^e  sweore  :  oat  at^e  jate  men  him  drov3 
And  manden  a-boate  him  swij)e  gret  fayr  :  and  bamden  him  al-to 

noa3te. 
his  soale  wende  to  ^e  loye  of  heonene  :  ))at  he  wel  deore  a-bou3te. 
IT  ]>o  nomen  ))e  latere  men  heore  red  :  3wanne  hay  mi3ten  at])e  laste, 
his  bones  ^at  weren  bi-left  yn-bamd  :  armidde  ]>e  .se.  to  caste. 
Ake  cnstine  Men  ]>at  weren  bi-side  :  stelen  to  bi  ni3te 
And  bnreden  as  wel  stilleliche  :  with  ase  gret  honour  ase  huy  mi3te. 
Nov  bidde  we  3eome  ih^^a  crist :  king  of  alle  kinge,  100 

For  lone  of  seint  Bamabe  :  ]>at  he  as  to  heoaene  bringue. 

14    Ioh[an]  Baptist 

SEint  lohan  was  ^e  beste  bem  :  ^e  holie  baptist, 
]}at  euere  of  womman  was  i-bore  :  with-oute  ihera  cnst. 
Ake  of  al  ^at  he  on  yr|»e  was  :  we  ne  findez  noa3t  i-write 
J)at  he  ani  Miracle  dade  :  ))at  man  mi3hte  vnder-3ite.  4 

Mani  men  ^inchez  ^erof  wonder  :  so  gnod  man  ase  he  was ; 
For  manie  miracles  sam  o]>ur  dude  :  ^t  fulliche  so  holi  man  nas. 
Ake  al  it  was  for  ]>e  lu]>ere  giwes  :  ]>oru3  ore  louerdes  wille  so : 
For  3if  he  hadde  here  on  eor^  :  ani  miracle  i-do,  8 

]po  giwes  wolden  habbe  i-went :  ]iat  he  ore  louerd  were, 
For  he  bi-gan  ferst  cnstindom  :  and  ^at  folk  ^r-to  lere. 
))are-fore  ore  louerd  dude  miracles  :  and  ne  liet  him  do  non. 
For  ])e  giwes  scholden  i-wite  :  3wach  he  were  ech-oiL  12 


30     ST.  JOHN  THB  BAPTIST  IS  BEHBADED  BT  HXBOD  FOR  UFBBAIDIHa 

HIM   WITH  HIS  ADULTEBT. 

IT  Seint  lohan  for  ore  louerdes  loue  :  was  8eth]>e  i-broa}t  of  dawe, 

For-to  holden  up  cnstindom  :  and  ]ie  ri3hte  lawe. 

Heroudes,  pat  was  ^o  king  :  in  a  time  to  roine 

Wende  to  pe  Aamp€7*our  :  ase  is  wone  was  for-to  done.  16  , 

So  ))at  bi  ]>e  weie  he  wende  :  bi  sire  phclipe,  his  bro^or ; 

And  maude  gret  feste,  ase  rijt  was  :  heore  ei]iar  with  opvn. 

So  pai  heroudes  spac  :  mid  is  bro])er  wiue : 

Jje^  he  hire  wolde  to  wiue  habbe  :  pe  jwuyle  he  were  a-liue,       » r.  tmi 

And  fat  he  wolde  framward  rome  :  Jjare-forth  a-jein  wende 

And  nimen  hire  and  leden  hire  forth  with  him  :  and  holde  hire  is 

lines  ende.  22 

At  on  a-cord  huy  weren  sone  :  to  don  piB  sorie  dede — 
Ase  twei  schrewene  a-cordiet  sone  :  to  ane  lu]>ere  rede.  24 

IT  pia  kyng  heroudes  wende  forth  :  in  is  wei  toward  rome 
And  ]>ou3te  to  take  is  bro])er  wijf  :  3 wane  he  a-jeinward  come. 
His  owene  wijf  it  vnder-jat :  ase  sum  freond  hire  word  sende : 
to  hire  fader,  p&t  [was]  king  :  of  Damasche,  sone  heo  i-wende,        28 
to  beon  poie  forto  heo  wuste  :  hou  piB  dede  wolde  an-ende. 
J)e  king  heroudes  bi  is  bro]>er  :  A-3einward  gan  eft  i-wende :       [fui.  ss] 
And,  also  it  was  er  bi-speke  :  f  is  wijf  with  him  he  nam 
And  heold  hire  with  strenc])e  ase  is  owene  :  in  spous-bruche  and 

horedam,  32 

And  tiemde  bi  hire  deolfolliche  :  in  sunne  and  with  gret  W0U3. 
his  brofer  and  is  wiues  fader  :  weren  with  him  wrof e  i-nou3 
And  duden  him  harm  bi  al  heore  mi3hte  :  and  bo]ie  weren  is  fon ; 
Ake  he  heold  him  faste  in  his  folie  :  and  bi-lefde  euere  in  on.         36 
U  So  p&i  seint  lohan  pQ  Baptist  :  to  him  a  day  com 
And  calangede  him  of  is  sunne  ^  :  to  ligge  so  in  boredom,      >  Ms.  ■nnnn* 
And  seide,  it  was  a-3ein  heore  lawe  :  and  a-3ein  crtstindom. 
Heroudes  ])are-fore  in  wrath])e  :  seint  lohan  wel  faste  nam  40 

And,  for-to  paye  fe  lufere  hore  :  in  strong  prisun  him  caste — 
))are-inne  he  lay  al  a  3er  :  i- warded  strangue  and  faste ; 
And  seth))e  he  liet  smite  of  is  heued  :  as  30  i-heieth  ofte  telle, 
Also  man  redez  in  is  daye  in  heruest  :  bi-foren  eov  in  pe  godspelle. 
IF  In  fe  Castel  of  Arabie  :  is  heued  was  of  i-smite ; 
pe  lu])ere  queue  it  bi-nam  hire  dou3ter  :  and  liet  it  faste  wite.         46 
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his  desciples  wenden  stilleliche  :  Jioruj  ore  louerdes  grace 
And  bureden  ]>i8  holie  bodi  :  in  a  wel  fair  place  :  48 

Bi-twe[ne]  Abel  and  Elysee  :  ^at  prophetes  ^wilene  were, 
Stille  was  is  holie  bodi  :  wel  longue  i-bored  ^ere. 
IT  jpis  false  quene  y&i  hened  wuste  :  ]7at  men  ne  foonden  it  nou3t, 
laste  it  were  in  ani  time  :  to  ^is  bodie  i-broujt  52 

And  a  rise  firam  de^e  to  Hue  :  and  bi-come  at  ]>e  laste 
A  prophete  ase  he  was  er —  :  j^ere-fore  heo  wuste  it  faste. 
A  day  ase  heo  bi-heold  p&t  heued  :  inwardliche  in  ]>e  face, 
heo  feol  a-doun  ded  aruon  :  as  it  was  ore  louerdes  grace.  56 

)?ulke  wreche  to  hire  cam  :  ])at  deth  hire  ardoun  caste — 
Me  ^inchez  heo  ne  oujte  noujt  bi-li3he  :  hire  schreuhede  atj^e  laste ; 
Ne  y&t  Inhere  best,  hire  doubter,  noj^er.  :  for  ase  heo  ^eode  a  dai 
And  pleide  upon  .yse.  in  hire  game  :  ase  mani  a  man  it^  sai,        >  r.  i- 
J)at  .ys.  to-brak  vnder  hire  :  and  heo  a-dronk  a-non 
And  in  ]>e  deueles  name  (!) :  bo|»e  flechs  and  bon.  62 

\)la  hadde  moder  and  eke  Dou3ter  :  to  heore  Mede  at]ien  ende, 
And  also  schal  ech  hipva  man  :  jwanne  vre  louerd  it  wole  him 
siende.  64 

IT  )?at  heued  was  seth]>e  wel  priueliche  :  to  Jerusalem  i-brou^t 
And  i-bured  stilleliche  :  )>at  Men  ne  founden  it  noujt. 
Of  ^is  holi  bodi,  ])are  it  lay  :  manie  Miracles  come, 
Grete  and  faire,  nyjht  and  day  :  ase  ))at  folk  i-sai^  i-lome.  68 

A  lu]>er  Aumperour  ^re  was  ^o  :  pe  lu^re  lulian, 
J)a[t]  reneyede  ore  louerdes  lawe  :  and  was  swy^e  vuel  Man. 
J)o  Men  tolden  him  of  piB  Miracles  :  In  grete  wrath^  and  onde 
he  liet  nimen  pia  holie  bones  :  and  tonsprede  into  al  pe  londe  72 

And  casten  heom  a-boute  ech  fram  o^ur  :  ^at  no  man  ]iare-nei3  ne 

come  ^  r.  ftmnde 

Ne  ne  founden^  heom  to  fette  is  bote  :  ase  men  duden  er  i-lome. 

Ake  3ut  for  al  is  f elonie  :  ne  bi-lefde  ore  louerd  nou3t  [foi.  ss  b.] 

))at  manie  sike  men  ])at  comen  ^are-nei3  :  to  hele  weren  i-brou3t.     76 

IT  ])o  was  pia  lu])ere  lulian  :  wro]>ere  ])ane  he  was  er. 

Ase  is  bones  weren  er  to-[s]prad  :  his  men  he  sende  ^r 

And  liet  heom  fette  a3ein  wel  clene  :  and  witli-oute  ^e  toun  a-non 

he  liet  heom  sette  on  strongue  fuyre  :  and  f ur-beme  echon,  80 


32        ONE   FINGER  OF  ST.  JOHN   THE   BAPTIST   RBlfAINS  UNHUBT. 

HIS   HEAD  AND   FINGER  ARE   FOUND. 

And  ]yut  doust  ]>ar-of  wel  wide  :  he  liet  blowe  mid  pe  winde. 

For  men  ne  scholden  of  him  on  Yr]>e  :  neueieft  more  i-finde. 

IT  Ake  his  o  fingner  with  jwan  he  tei3hte  :  ]>o  he^  ore  louerd  i« 

Sai]  >  MS.  orig.  ore  loaerd  |k>  he  him  (ao  the  other  MSS.) 

Cominde  toward  baptisingue —  :  ase  attwelfte  day —  84 

Toward  ))e  watere  of  lordan  :  and  loude  gradde  and  cride  and  sede 
''  lo  here  godes  lomb,  ]iat  bi-nimeth  :  ])e  worldes  mis-dede  : " 
For-8o])e  no  fu3rr  ne  mi^te  come  :  on  ]>at  fingar  one ; 
Ake  elles  was  al  to  douste  i-bamd  :  bodi  and  bones  ech-one.  88 

No  fnyr  ne  mi3hte  pat  finguer  brenne  :  for  none  cunnes  ^ingue, 
For  pe  holie  dede  ]>at  he  ^are-with  :  teijhte  to  pe  heije  ^  kingue, 
Ake  he  bi-lefde  hoi,  and  3uyt  is  :  and  pere  nis  non  more  bi-lened 
On  YTpQ  of  him  bote  pUke  fingur  :  and  his  holie  hened ;  92 

For  al  is  bodi  was  for-bamd  :  bote  vnnefe  fulke  two.    *  JSjin&Si"** 
his  day,  ase  falleth  in  heruest :  pia  dede  was  i-do 
IT  jpat  is  bodi  was  pua  i-bamd.  :  and  also  ^olke  day 
)}er-aftur  longae  men  founden  is  hened  :  vnder  yr])e  ase  it  lay.        96 
Of  ^ulke  two  ))ingaes  men  holdeth  is  f este  :  ^anne,  ^at  ^e  it  wite ; 
For  men  ne  mowen  nou^t  on  ore  leuedi  day  :  ))0  is  heued  was  of 

i-smite. 
A  manere  martyrdom  it  was  :  is  bones  so  to-drawe  : 
Jpare-fore  men  mouwe  ^anne  holde  :  is  feste  hi  ri3te  lawe.  100 

IT  His  holie  heued,  pat  pxxB  was  :  at  lerosalem  i-hud, 
]poru3  fair  miracle  of  seint  lohan  :  formest  was  i-kud. 
For  to  tweie  Monekus  at  lerusalem  :  him-sulf  he  cam  bi  ni3hte 
And  schewede  heom  3 ware  is  heued  lay  :  ase  it  were  in  a  si3hte.    104 
huy  wenden  forth  and  sou3ten  it^  sone  :  and  in  ]>ulke  here  i-wounde 
))at  he  werede  in  wildemesse  :  at^  laste  huy  it  founden ;  >  oHg.  le 

And  fane  fyngur  huy  founden  al-so  :  fat  was  of  him  bi-leued. 
With  gret  honour  huy  beren  forth  :  fat  fingur  and  fis  h[e]ued.     108 
IF  For  fair  relike  huy  weren  i-wust.  :  and  3ut  atfe  laste 
£ft-sone  huy  weren  3uyt  i-hud  :  and  in  a  put  i-caste : 
And  leyen  fare  longue  i-hudde  :  ase  fewe  f ar-of  f ou3te,         »  ms.  Mftroei 
Ake  weren  on  vrf  e  al  f or-3ite  :  ase  no-man  of  heom  ne  roujte.       112 
Bote  seint  lohan  it  nolde  nou3t  :  fat  huy  lei3en  to  longue  fere : 
To  fe  Abbod  MarceP  he  cam  a  ny3ht  :  in  metyngue  ase  it  were. 
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And  bad  him  nime  is  heued  up  :  and  seido  ^ware  it  lay. 

Jpis  guode  man  a-ios  up  sone  :  and  ne  a-bod  nou^t  forto  day,         116 

Ake  he  openede  is  celle  dore  :  and  bi-heold  a-boute. 

Ane  steorre  he  fond  bi-fore  ^e  doie  :  hooinde  l^are-with-oute, 

\)e  clereste  steorre  ])at  mijhte  beo —  :  him  vondrede  ^ax-ol  i-novj. 

^he  ))onkede  god  with  guode  wille  :  and  toward  ])e  steorre  he  drov^, 

And  putte  forth  is  bond  and  wolde  hire  take.  :  ake  he  ne  mijhte  hire 

nou3t  a-reche,  P  foi.  si] 

Ake  ]>e  steorre  gan  softe  to  glide  forth  :  also  it  were  ])ene  wey  to 

teche.  122 

IT  j)is  Abbod  hire  siwede  euere  forth  :  and  ])e  steorre  bi-fore  wel 

softe — 
pe  Abbot  Anourede  his  ledare  :  fale  si]>es  and  ofte.  124 

Forth  wende  ^e  steorre,  forto  hay  comen  :  ouer  pBi  ilke  pl^ce 
J)are  his  holie  heae[d]  lay  :  ]ioru)  ore  louerdes  grace ; 
\)o  heo  cam  ouer  ]7ulke  place  :  heo  houede  ])are  ane  stounde, 
For-to  Marcel  pis  holie  Monek  :  hadde  piB  heued  i-founde.  128 

IT  To  ^  guode  bischop  lulian  :  Marcel  tolde  J'is  cas. 
J)oru3  heom  bo])e  pai  holie  heued  :  I-nomen  up  of  pe  vipe  was. 
his  heued  ^ut,  and  is  finguer  al-so    :   bo])e  buy  beoth  hole   and 

Bounde. 
A-seint  lohanes  day  in  heruest^  :  ^us  buy  weren  i-founde.  132 

]}are-fore  juit  pom^  heste  of  Eome  :  so  wijd  so  is  cristindom     i  »  Aug, 
Men  holdez  ^ane  dai  in  ho[nu]raunce^ :  of  is  holi  martyrdom.  *  J^'JJ**'^ 
IT  For  in  ore  leuedie  daye  in  leynte  :  as  he  was  to  de))e  i-broujt. 
For  ])e  o])ur  festene  ])at  ]iare  beoth  :  of  him  men  ne  redez  nou3t.    136 
Nou^e  seint  lohan  ^at  in  pe  flym  lordan  :  baptisede  godes  sone, 
Lieue  us  ^oru^  ore  cristindom  :  to  ^e  loye  of  heouene  come. 


s 


15    lames. 

£int  lemes  ])e  holi  Apostle  :  guod  is  to  habbe  in  mone, 

Seint  lohanes  bro))ur  ])e  Ewangelist  :  and  ore  louerdes  aunte 


sone; 


his  Moder  was  ore  leuedi  soster  :  Marie  cleoph( 

'Of  guode  kunne  he  was  i-come  :  non  betere  ne  mijhte  be ; 

he  aujhte  wel  him-self  beo  guod  :  ase  je  mowe  alle  i-se. 


LEGENDS  OF  SAINTS. 


34    ST.  JAMES  THE  GREAT  OVERCOlfES  THE  SORCERIES  OF  PHILET  AND 

OF  HERMOGINES. 

In  ))e  londe  of  Samarie  he  prechede  :  and  al-so  in  Ivde ; 

poTU^  is  precbingue  mani  on  :  he  tumde  to  cr/stindom. 

To  hermogenes  pe  la])ere  prince  :  pe  ti]7ingue  sone  com.  8 

IF  Jpilke  prince  was  wichche  strong  :  and  enchauntour  also, 

)?oru3  pe  deuel  he  wolde  al  day  :  gret  Miracle  do. 

Ane  desciple  he  hadde  of  is  Art  :  philet  was  is  name : 

him  he  sende  to  seint  leme  :  to  fondi  to  don  him  schame,  12 

3if  ]'at  he  mi^hte  with  is  Art  :  seint  leme  ouer-come. 

To-gadere  huy  comen  forto  playdi :  ase  pe  day  was  i-nomew 

Godes  desciple  and  pe  feondes  :  bi-gonne  to  playdi  faste ; 

Ac  seint  leme,  ))at  was  godes  desciple  :  a-boae  was  at]>e  lasts :         16 

Blinde  men  he  ^af  heore  siJ3ht  :  and  maude  hole  in  pe  place 

^lescles  and  pe  crokede  al-so  :  al  porvL^  ore  louerdes  grace. 

IF  po  philet  i-sai3  him  puB  ouer-come  :  to  is  maister  he  wende  sons, 

Hermogenes,  and  tolde  him  fore  :  ase  is  rijhte  was  to  done  :  20 

"  Sire,"  he  seide,  "  ne  hope  |)ov  nou^t  :  to  come  seint  leme  with- 

Inne; 
For  nau3t  it  is,  for  ^ov  ne  schalt  nou3t  :  ouer-come  him  with  al  ))i 

ginne. 
))are-fore  do  ase  ichulle  pe  rede  :  and  go  we  to  him,  we  twei3ey 
And  crie  him  merci  and  bicome  we  :  his  desciples  beye.  24 

For  siker  fou  beo,  ichulle  it  do  :  fei  po\i  nelle  nou3t  also." 
So  wroth  was  pe  prince  fat  he  nuste  :  3wat  for  wrathfe  do ; 
j5oru3  strencfe  of  pe  deueles  Art  :  he  made  philet  a-non  [ibLSib.] 

\)ixt  he  ne  mi3hte  non  more  p&ne  a  stok  :  a  fot  of  pat  stude  gon.      28 
IF  "  Nov,"  he  seide,  **  we  schullen  i-seo  :  jwat  lemes  pe  mai  don  here, 
^wepcT  he  pe  mai  a-3ein  me  vndo  :  and  a-3ein  mine  godes  pouwere." 
he  liet  him  ligge  fare  ase  astok  :  and  fv)rth  a-wei  fram  him  wende. 
Philet  nam  anc  man  a-non  :  and  seint  Icme  word  sende  32 

hou  faste  foru  pe  deueles  mi3hte  :  he  lai  per  i-bounde,. 
And  bad  him  helpe  his  desciple  :  and  bringue  ])ene  deuel  to  grounde. 
IF  Seint  leme  him  sende  a  luyteixioth  :  fat  he  with  him  ber,  35 

Jjat  he  touchede  him  fare-with  :  and  seide  f eos  two  vers  of  pe  sauter  : 
"  Ore  louerd  vn-bind  fat  booth  i-bounde  :  and  3if  f e  blinde  is  si3hte, 
Ore  louerd  ri3tht  lieom  fat  buth  vn-ri3ht  :  for  f ou  louest^  alle  ri^hte." 
IT  po  philet  hadde  f  is  i-do  :  ase  seint  leme  word  him  sende,  *  J^JJ" *""*"* 


HERMOGINXS  IK  TAIN  BBNDS  DKVILS  TO  SEIZE  ST.  JAMBS         35 

THE  GREAT. 

On-bounde  he  was  of  ])e  deaeles  behdes  :  and  jwodere  he  wolde  he 
wende.  40 

he  ]>rettnede  faste  hennogenes.  :  to  seint  leme  sone  he  cam 
And  godes  desciple  was  and  is  :  and  aveng  ertstindom. 
1^0  hennogenes  i-herde  pis  :  pat  he  was  so  yn-boonde 
And  ^t  seint  leme  hadde  i-broa3t :  al  is  dedc  to  gronnde,  44 

IT  Manie  denelene  he  conlorede  :  p&i  buy  to  him  wende. 
"  Wei  ^e  wutez,"  he  seide,  **  jwi  it  is  :  ^at  ich  after  eov  sende  :  Cf 

Ore  abre  fo,  lemes,  hath  :  mine  desciple  me  bi-nome. 
Bote  )e  beon  strengore  ^ane  ich  am  :  i-wis  we  beoth  ouer-come.       48 
Ich  bote  eoT  ^at  ^e  wenden  a-non  :  and  doth  a  god  prei^e, 
Nimeth  and  bringuet  heom  to  me  :  faste  i-bonnde  bei^e. 
Certes,  bote  je  it  mouwen  do  :  ase  je  wel  i-seoth, 
Ouwer  power  nis  nonjt  wurth  an  hawe  :  for  ouer-come  we  beoth."  52 
IF  "We  schulle  sone,"  ^e  denelene  seiden  :  "with  heom  on  vrfe^ 

plei^e,  *  Vera,  a  no|>nr 

Faste  i-bonnde  al  to  ^ine  wille  :  we  schulle  heom  bruigue  beyje. 
buy  comen  fleo  oppe  in  pe  loft :  ouer  pQ  apostle  seint  leme. 
^  And  a-non  so  buy  weren  ouer  him  i-come  :  buy  guonne  to  grcnuo 

and  reme,^  >  at.  feme     56 

Belewi  and  wel  foule  crie  :  **  lemes,  lemes,  ])in  ore  ! 
We  brennez  here  are  it  ore  tyme  be  :  and  beth  i-tormented  ful 

sore." 
"  Ho  tormentede^  eov,"  quath  seint  leme  :  "  and  jwat  wolde  je  noufe 

here  1 "  i  a/.  tonnenteJ> 

"  Bote  we  bath  i-come,"  pe  feondes  seiden  :  **  to  nime  pe  and  ])i  fere ; 

Hennogenes  ns  made  hidere  wiende  :  ]>oru3  is  conluringue, 

)}at  we  eov  scholden  faste  i-bounde  :  beije  to  him  bringue.  *  62 

Bote  a-non  so  we  comen  here  ouer  pe  :  Aungles  to  us  come 

With  brenninde  raketeijene  :  and  faste  vs  bounds  and  nome ;         64 

here  buy  us  beteth  and  tormentieth  :  with  brenninde  fuyre. 

A  wey,  wei,  lemes,  ^wat  schulle  ^  do  1  :  we  ne  mowen  noujt  pia 

duyre. 
A,  lemes,  lemes,  leoue  louerd  :  of  us  wrechches  haue  reu^e. 
And  neuereft  we  nelleth  nei^  pe  come   :  pli3hte  we  wolleth  ore 

treoujje."  68 

D  2 


36       HERMOGINBS   IS   HIMSELF  BOUND   B7   HIS  OWN  DEVILS,   AKD 
BROUGHT  TO   JAMBS,   WHO   SETS  HIM   FREE. 

IF  "  ^e  wrechche  foles,"  quath  seint  leme  :  "  I  not  3wat  je  wolden 

here. 
Of  ^at  je  ]7oa3ten  me  a-nuye  :  drawe  39  schullen  a-rere. 
Al  on-bounde  ich  3yue  eov  leue  :  a-3em  forto  fleo,  pfoi.sq 

^And  bringuth  him  fat  hidere  eov  sende  :  faste  i-bounde  to  me —  72 
Jjat  36  ne  don  him  non  ofur  harm ! —  :  for  icholde  with  him  speke." 
"  Wei  is  us  noufe,"  fe  schrewen  seide  :  **  we  worjiet  wel  a-wreke." 
1[  To  hermogenes  huy  comen  sone  :  and  to  grounde  him  caste, 
hay  drowen  him  and  is  hondene  bounden  :  bi-hinden  him  wel  fSeiste. 
p\i8^  huy  seiden,  **  pon  sendest  us  :  fare  we  gpret  wo  i-fielde,      » a/.  |>«f 
In  gret  torment  and  brenningue  :  and  nou))e  we  woUez  pe  3elde."    78 
huy  harleden  forth  ))usne  wrechche  :  and  to  seint  leme  heo  him 

brou3te, 
And  seiden,  'Mo  sire,  3ware  he  is  her  :  pat  to  swuche  torment  us 

wrou3te.  80 

3if  US  ferst  leue  ])at  we  moten  :  ore  tormens  a-wreke 
And  pe  muchele  vnri3ht  ]>at  he  us  hath  ido   :  are  pou  with  him 

speke ! " 
IT  "  JSTay,  certes,"  quath  fis  holie  man  :  "  3e  ne  schullen  nou3t  so, 
For  ore  louerd  us  hiet  |)at  wo  scholden  :  guod  for  vuele  do.  84 

Jwy  ne  come  [je]  nou3t  nei3  philet :  fat  stant  here  bi  me  1 " 
"Wel  fou  wost,"  fis  ofure  seiden  :  "fat  we  ne  moten  for  fe." 
**No.  goth  fanne/'  quath  seint  leme  :  "  to  eower  kuynde  stude. 
And  ne  cometh  neuer-eft  nei3  no  guod  man  :  fei  a  fol  eov  habbe  i- 

bede."  88 

IT  Euere  stod  hermogenes  :  and  criede  milce  and  ore, 
he  quakede  for  drede  and  for  pine  :  And  wep  swif e  sore. 
IF  "  Philete,  philete,"  quath  seint  leme  :  "  f  es  hath  f  e  schame  ido, 
)5ov  schalt  don  him  guod  a-3ein  vucl  :  for  mi  louerd  het  me  so.       92 
he  bond  fe  fo  fov  were  vn-bounde  :  and  a3ein  f ulke  lufere  dede^ 
J30V  schalt  vn-binde  him  fat  is  bounde  :  for  so  mi  louerd  sede."^ 
Philet  vn-bond  fane  wrechche  :  and  dude  him  vuel  for  guod. 
pQ  wrechche  ne  dorste  nou3woder  gon  for  fere  :  ake  quaky inde  fare 

he  stod.  1  The  last  half-IInM  are  transpoMd  in  the  MS.      96 

"Go  3ware  fov  wolt,"  quath  seint  leme  :  "for  mi  louerd  nele  it 
nou3t 


HERMOOINES   THEN    BURNS   HIS   BOOKS,    AND   IS  BAPTIZED.  37 

ST.  James's  martyrdom  bt  herod. 

})at  euere  ani  man  a-}ein  is  wille  :  to  him  beo  i-broujt.^  >  r.  beten 

U  "A,  merci/'  quath  hermogenes  i^^fia  deuelen  me  beteh^  so  sore 
j)&i  I-ne  dar  anne  fot  fram  fe  go  :  laste  buy  me  nimen  more ;       100 
buy  me  wullez  a-sle,  jif  buy  me  a-fongueth  eft  :  and  ])are-fore  ich 

bidde  ])e 
\)ai  ])oy  me  take  sum  ping  ])at  icb  mouwe  :  for  beom  bere  witb  me." 
Seint  leme  him  tok  is  staf  on  bonde  :  "  go  nov  fortb/'  be  seide^ 
**  Jjere  nis  no  denel  pat  dorre  nou])e  :  neij  f  e  come,  for  drede."      104 
Hermogenes  wende  bim  fortb.  :  bis  bokes  alle  be  nam 
})at  be  badde  of  bis  encbauntemenz  :  to  pe  Apostle  a-jein  be  cam 
And  bad  ])at  be  as  for-brenne  scbolde.  :  pe  Apostle  sone  beom  nam 
And  caste  beom  in  pe  deope  .se  :  faste  i-bounde  ecbon.  108 

H  Hermogenes  criede  bim  merci  :  and  wilnede  cristindom ; 
So  ])at  be  i-cristned  was  :  and  swi])e  boli  man  bi-cam. — 
Abiatar,  pat  ])0  was  :  lustise,  hipur  i-novj, 

For  ])is  dede  be  was  wrotb  :  toward  seint  leme,  witb  gret  wou^.    112 
be  nam  bim  faste  and  swor  is  otb])  :  ])at  be  it  scbolde  a-bugge  deore ; 
to  pQ  kyingue  beroudes  be  liet  bim  lede  :  a  rop  a-boute  is  swere. 
Heroudes  jaf  bis  dom  a-non  :  bis  ))rote  to  smite  a-two. 
And  losie  pe  quellare  be  was  bi-take  :  ])ulke  dede  for-to  do.  116 

Ane  Bop  be  dude  a-boute  is  necke  :  and  ladde  bim  toward  is  dome.^ 
Ane  Man  be  belde  of  pe  palasie  :  are  beo  ])udere  come.  qm.  ssb.] 

po  losie  pia  isai}  :  merci  anon  be  criede; 

Seint  leme  pe  bolie  Apostle  :  be  bad  wel  sone  a-bide  120 

And  cr2stni  bim  in  pe  place  :  a-non-ri3tes  pete. 
A-seinte  marie  day  in  leinte  :  bi-baueded  bo]>e  beo  were. 
Ake  bolie  curcbe  halt  of  ore  leuedi  :  feste  ])at  ilke  day; 
Bi-fore  lamasse  scueni^bt  :  we  boldeth  is  day  ]}er-fore,^  124 

For  pvlke  daye  is  bodi  was  :  in-to  schrine  i-bore.  >  ms.  u-fon 

H  A-non  so  seint  leme  pe  bolie  man  :  bi-baueded  was  Jrere,  126 

bis  desciples  him  wolden  lede  a-wei  :  ac  buy  ne  dorsten  for  fere, 
beore  tyme  buy  a-wayteden  wel  :  jwanne  none  Men  ^are  nei)  nere, 
And  ))at  bodi  wel  stillelicbe  :  out  of  pe  countreye  bere. 
In  a  schip  buy  leiden  it  in  pe  se  :  and  fortb  ])are-witb])  buy  wende. 
And  none  ^eme  ne  nomen  jwoderward  fare  :  bote  ase  god  be[m]  kende. 
pat  schip  wende  fortb  hi  him-seolf  :  and  hit  cam  on  a  day  132 


38      THB    DISOIPLES    OF    ST.   JAMES   THE    GREAT   OARBT    HIS   BODT    TO 
GALIOIA.      THE  QUEEN  TRIES  TO   DESTROY  THE  DISOIPLES. 

Into  ))e  lond  of  Galeis  :  ^are  ase  ))e  quene  lay, 
psit  lu))ar  [was]  and  scbrewe  inov^.  :  seint  lemes  Men  a-non 
Op  of  ))e  schipe  nomen  ))at  bolie  bodi :  and  leiden  it  opon  a  ston. 
}>Q  ston  bi-gan  to  wexe  a-brod  :  and  bolu^  bi-cam  a-midde,  136 

Ase  euene  i-maud  to  fe  bolie  bodi  :  as  ani  man  wolde  bidde — 
H  Ne  scbolde  no  man  so  euene  a  frovj  :  in  leng)>e  and  i[n]  brede 
To^  bim  ase  ))at  ston  bi-cam  :  ase  ecb  man  ])at  it  i-sai)  seide.  >ai.  make  to 
bis  desciples,  ase  it  was  ri3bt :  to  ^e  Quene  erest  wende  :  140 

"  Dame,"  buy  seiden,  "  we  babbetb  i-broujt  :  J)at  ore  louerd  fe  bider 

sende, 
Seint  lemes  bodi  bis  Apostle  :  of  jwam  J^oy  nome  ofte  ^i  led 
To  laten  bim  nime  pe  ^wyle  be  was  quik  :  ase  mani  men  it  babbeth. 

i-scid. 
Ore  louerd  bim  batb  bidere  i-sent  :  ase  he  bim-seolf  bed.^        ^  orig.  ua 
Loke  :jware  fov  bim  legge  wolt :  for  i-come  he  is  to  fe  ded."        145 
IF  "  Ey,  traytours,"  quatb  fe  lu))ere  Quen  :  "  jwejjer  ^e  beon  of  bis  I 
3 wane  i-ne  mi^bte  of  bim  beo  a-wreke  :  of  eov  icbulle,  i-wis." 
]?is  guode  Men  be  nam  ecb-one  :  and  to  fe  king  of  spaygne  beom 

sende,  148 

]?at  be  beom  broujte  to  strong  detb])e  ;  o])ur  don  heom  heore  lawe 

wende. 
Ecbone  pQ  king  nam  a-non  :  and  in  strongue  prisons  heom  broujte. 
Ac  ore  louerd  ne  for-^at  beom  nou)t  :  ake  wel  sons  on  heom  ^ujto : 
For  an  Aungel  fram  beouene  cam  :  and  ^at  prisoun  brak  wel  sone.  152 
Jjo  fe  kyng  was  ])ar-of  i-war  :  he  nuste  jwat  was  to  done. 
U  Kny^htes  be  liet  siende  i-nowe  :  aftur  heom  wel  wide ;  154 

]?at  f eblelicbe  a-gonne  in  heore  neodes  :  for  schame  heom  gan  bi-tide. 
For  ase  buy  wolden  ouer  ane  bei^e  brugge  :  after  )>is  guode  men  gon, 
Vnder  heom  fe  brugge  brak  :  and  buy  a-drounken  ech-on. 
IF  \)o  pe  tyjjingue  to  fe  kingue  cam  :  sori  he  was  i-nov^ ; 
Of  is  lujjere  [jjou^t]  ^  J)at  be  j^ou^te  :  for  drede  he  him  with-drovj.    » om. 
Mildelicbe  he  to  heom  be  sende  :  ])at  buy  a-jein  comen  him  to,     160 
And  pa,t  be  heom  wolde  a-mendi  faire  ;  of  al  ])at  he  hadde  heom 

mis-do. 
A3ein  buy  wenden  to  pe  kyng  :  and  he  faire  a-jein  heom  cam,    [fioLse] 
3ware-)>oru3  he  and  al  is  Men  :  a-fenguen  cristinedom. 


THB  QUBEN,    FAILING  TO   DE8TR0T   ST.  JAMES*8  BODT,   TURNS      39 
CHRISTIAN,  AND  GRANTS  HER  PALAOB   FOR  ITS   BURIAL. 

IF  \)e  king  sende  fe  Qaene  word  :  ))at  heo  scholde  heore  wille  al  do.  164 

Fill  sori  was  ^e  Quene  fo  :  and  sore  a-nuyd  al-so ; 

Ake  heo  ne  dorste  nou}!  beo  ajein  is  heste  :  nere  hire  no  so  [wo]. 

Wilde  bollokes  heo  wuste  fale  :  ope  ane  hei^o  hulle  go : 

"  Gothf,"  heo  seide,  **  ope  ])ulke  hulle  :  finde  je  mowen  J)ere         168 

Oxene  and  Bolen  strongne  inovj  :  forte  leden  with  ouwer  here ; 

Tei^eth  heom  to  ^ulke  wajne  :  and  ])at  bodi  leggez  psi-ume, 

And  ledeth  it  jware  eouwere  wille  beo—  :  godes  leue  je  habbe  and 

minne." 
H  For  fe  Bollokes  wilde  were  :  pe  lufere  Quene  so  seide,  172 

For  buy  ne  scholden  heom  temie  noujt :  eni-])ing  for-to  lede. 
his  desciples  wenden  forth  :  to  ^ulke  hulle  hei3e  : 
A  fuyr  Drake  ])ar-opon  :  a-jein  heom  cominde  buy  seije. 
Swipe  ferliche  he  blaste  fuyr  :  and  a-sayllede  heom  faste —  176 

Mani  a  man  he  hadde  a-slawe  :  and  al  pe  contreie  of  him  a-gaste. 
H  j)iB  desciples  mauden  pe  signs  sone  :  of  pe  Creoyz  heom  bi-fore  : 
Anon  hadde  ))is  lupete  worm  :  is  pouwer  al  ilore, 
)^at  hit  ne  mi^hte  ane  fot  for])ere  passe.  :  ^is  desciples  forth  wende  180 
And  to-pouneden  it  al  to  de^e  :  and  ech  lime  fram  oput  rende. 
pe  Bollokes  and  ))o  ^oungue  steores  :  ^at  weren  er  so  wilde,  182 

Anon  so  buy  touward  heom^  come  :  buy  woxen  tame  and  milde. 
t)e  beste  buy  chosen  fat  buy  wolden  :  and  to  f e  wayne  heom  ladde ; 
And  buy  drowen  fat  bodi  so  mildeliche  :  fat  ech  man  f arof  wonder 

hadde.  >  rapencribed. 

IF  p\3  desciples  nomen  seint  lemes  bodi  :  and  opon  f  e  wayne  it  leiJe, 

pQ  bestes  it  drowen  forth  wel  mUdeliche  :  with-oute  eche  fole  breide. 

buy  comen  and  driue  fane  wayn  :  fare  as  fe  Quene  was.  188 

hire  wondrede  muche  and  dradde  sore  :  fo  heo  iseij  fat  cas. 

U  Heo  for-sok  hire  false  bi-leue  :  and  tok  hire  to  cristindom, 

For  f e  wonder  fat  heo  isei^  :  and  guod  womman  bicom. 

Al  hure  paleys  fat  heo  was  inne  :  and  al  heore  ofure  bone,  192 

For-to  honouri  fat  holie  bodi :  heo  grauntede  heom  wel  sone. 

A-midde  f  e  paleys  f  is  holi  bodi :  buy  bureden  with  grete  pruyte — 

pMQ  he  hath  euereft  to  f is  dai  i-beo  :  and  so  he  is  ^uyte. 

11  Heo  liet  arere  ane  noble  cburche  :  and  gret  tresor  he  3.1  f  far-to,  196 

And  gret  lond,  fat  juyt  fare-to  lijth  :  and  grete  rentes  al  so  ; 


40      MIRACLRS  OP  ST.   JAMES  THB  GREAT:    1.   A  PILaRIM^  STATING  TO 

NURSE  A  DTINO   COMPANION, 

3ware-])oni3  of  religioun  :  a  gret  hons  non])e  J^are  is 

Of  Chanones,  ))at  Men  3eot  i-seoth  and  secheth^  :  at  seint  lemes  of 

Galya. 
A  gret  pilegrtmage  it  is  i-holde  :  ouer-al,  ase  je  i-seothj),  200 

To  sechen  ])at  ilke  hoHe  stude  :  paie  seint  lemes  bones  beotb]). 
Mani  miracle  is  pilegnmes  seggeth  :  ])at  ])aie  hath  ofte  i-come. 
pei  we  ne  mouwen  nou3t  alle  telle  :  ])enche  we  moten  on  some. — 
U  Jjritti  Men  at  one  tyme  :  pilegnmes  bi-come,  204 

To  seint  lemes  fe  holie  stude  :  alle  ])ene  wei  huy  nome. 
Ase  huy  wenden  bi  pQ  wei^e  :  so  gret  loue  huy  hadden  and  trewe. 
And  so  guod  heorte  ech  to  opxa  hadde  :  ]7at  a  foreward  huy  mauden 

newe  [foi.  >•  *>•] 

)pat  non  ne  scholde  failli  o))ur  :  in  perile  ne  in  neode,  208 

Ake  wed-brej?eme  huy  bi-comen  echon  :  ase  huy  fat  wei  eode. 
heore  treufes  huy  plijhten  alle  bote  on  :  ake  he  nolde  his  noa}t 

pli3te, 
Ake  fat  foreward  he  bi-het  to  holde  :  treuweliche  ope  al  is  mijhte. 
U  So  fat  it  bi-feol  bi  fe  weie  :  fat  on  i-vuelede  a  day  2J  2 

And  vnder  fe  hulle  of  seint  Mijhel  :  longue  sijk  he  lay. 
his  felawes  fat  hadde  him  treoufe  i-plijht  :  fiftene  dawes  fere       214 
Abiden  him ;  so  fat  heom  f ou^te  longue  :  for  sore  a-nuyde  huy  were, 
And  seiden,  "we  ne  mouwen  no  leng  a-bide  :  late  we  him  li^^e^ 

stiUe  f  1  llgS*  on  the  vaargln. 

Do  we  moten  ore  pilegrtmage  :  god  do  bi  him  is  wille." 
huy  nomen  heore  leue  and  lieten  him  ligge  :  and  wenden  forth  ech-on, 
Bote  f ilke  fat  nolde  is  treuf e  pli3hte^  :  he  nolde  noujt  fram  him  gon. 
H  **  Certes,"  he  seide,  "  god  do  is  wille  :  and  lieuo  eov  wei  to  wende, 
I  nclle  anne  fot  fram  him  gon  :  are  ich  wute  of  him  sum  ende," 
Mid  him  he  bi-lefde  al  one  :  for-to  fat  he  ded  were. 
^Betere  is  trewe  dede  fane  fals  word  :  as  it  was  iscne  fere. 
]?is  trewe  Man  fat  was  with  f e  bodi  :  ful  sore  a-drad  he  was,         224 
For  he  was  so  feor  fram  toune  :  and  no  man  neijh  him  nas ; 
For  he  was  with  f e  dede  al  one  :  and  it  was  nei3h  nijhte, 
he  nuste  3wat  with  fat  bodi  to  do  :  bote  seint  leme  him  helpe  mi3hte  : 
his  help  he  bad  with  guode  heorte.  :  and  in  f  e  eueningue  ri3ht     228 
Seint  lemc  cam  to  him  ride  :  in  wei  fair  a-tyr  of  kni3ht. 


JS  WONDEBFULLT  ASSISTED  BT  ST.  JAMES.     2.   A  FATHER  AND  HIS     41 
SON,   ON  THEIB  WAT  TO  ST.  lAOO,  ABB  TBIOKED. 

H  "  Cum  here,"  he  eeide,  "  forth  with  me  :  ne  haue  Jou  of  no-fing 

drede, 
Bi-fore  me  cast  ^at  bodi  her  :  and  ich  it  wolle  hennes  lede, 
And  lape  ^ou  up  bi-hjnde  me."  :  and  po  pia  was  al  ido,  232 

t)is  holie  Man  ladde  ^ene  dede  forth  :  and  ^ene  quike  al-so, 
Fyftene  lomeies  grete  are  day —  :  in  J^ulke  luytele  jwile, — 
To  ])e  mount  of  loie  :  pai  is  bi-sides  seint  lemes  a  mile. 
po  buy  comen  to  ^ulke  Mount  :  seint  leme  gan  a-bide,  236 

"  Go,"  he  seide  to  fe  quike  manne  :  *'  to  mine  churche  here-bi-side 
And  seije  mine  Canones  ^at  ))arinne  beoth  :  ^at  ich  heom  word  bi  )>e 

scnde, 
Mine  pUegnm  pat  me  was  leof  :  ^at  in  treowenesse  mine  wei  wende, 
)^at  buy  him  burien  a-mong  heom  pere  :  with  fair  seruise  and  li3hte — 
For  ded  he  schal  ])udere  come  :  jwane  he  a-liue  ne  mijhte. 
And  seie  heom  pat  pine  felawes  were  :  ])at  heore  wei  is  al  More,    242 
For  heore  treou^e  fat  buy  breke  :  heore  felawe,  fat  is  nov  bi-fore. 
And  fine  jwyle  ichulle  fe  jelde  :  fat  fou  hast  f us  treowe  i-beo." 
Mid  f usse  worde  he  wende  forth  :  fat  he  ne  mijhte  him  none-more 

i-se. 
U  A-boute  fat  bodi  for  fis  Miracle  :  folk  cam  f icke  rekc. 
Here  man  mai  sum-del  i-seo  :  jwuch  [it  is]  treouf  e  to  breke, 
And  ^wuch  it  is  fane  holie  wey  :  to  seint  lemes  forto  go.  248 

pis  Miracle  is  so  Murie  :  ich  mot  jeot  telle  of  mo. — 
H  Hit  was  a  guod  man  and  is  sone  :  fat  toward  seint  lemes  wende ; 
To  f  e  cite  of  Tolouse  :  a-jein  eue  buy  hem  kende. 
Al  nijht  buy  bi-lefden  fere  :  at  ane  luf ere  mannes  Inne.    [foi.  S7]    252 
he  f oujte  with  3wuche  tncherie  :  he  mijhte  panewes  winne. 
IT  Nou  was  fe  lawe  in  f ulke  stude  :  as  fe  schrewe  wei  onder-stod : 
)9at  ho-so  an-hengue  anine^  man  :  he  scholde  habbe  al  is  guod.   >  r.  anne 
\>Q  schrewe  heom  made  fair  semblaunt  :  ase  is  manere  was  to  done, 
];at  buy  were  for-dronke  beie  :  and  a-slepe  leijen  sone. 
A  coppe  of  seluer  stilleliche  :  fis  luf  ere  Man  gan  bringue  258 

And  dude  in  heore  schrippe  softeliche  :  a-mong  heore  of  ur  f ingue. 
H  p\B  guode  Man  a-wok  and  is  sone  :  so  sone  so  it  dai  was,  260 

And  nomen  heore  leue  and  wenden  forth  :  and  nusten  nou3t  of  fat  ca^. 
po  buy  come  with-oute  toune  a  luyte  :  fis  luf  ore  man  aftur  cam, 
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hotinde  oat,  with  grete  slwte  :  and  ])is  trewe  men  beie  he  nam 

And  seide  huy  hadden  is  coppe  i-stole  :  and  in  heore  scrippe  i-boonde. 

})at  folk  ]>is  i-liefde  a-non  :  fo  huj  Jye  coppe  founde. 

H  Jjis  pilegrimes,  f  ei  buy  treowe  weren  :  to  dome  weren  i-broujt, 

£che  manere  ^eof])e  buy  fur-soken  :  ake  ))at  folk  ns  liefde  beom  non^t, 

For  buy  weren  i-nome  bond  babbinde  :  ))o  court  lokede  a-non       268 

\)8Lt  buy  heore  dom  with  beom  beren  :  and  banguy  scbolde  ))at  on. 

H  **  Alas,  alas,"  J)e  fader  seide  :  "jwefur  i  scbulle  novfe  bongue 

And  are  ich  babbe  seint  leme  insoujt  :  fia  file  deth))  a-fongue  1 " 

"  Nai  certes,"  quath  is  sons  :  "  pat  nolde  ich  graunti  fe,  272 

For  to  beo  louerd  of  al  pe  world  :  pat  pov  deidest  bi-fore  me. 

banguy  icbulle  for  us  bo}>e  :  ))ene  deth  i-nelle  noujt  fornsake. 

And  al-so  wis  ase  we  gultlese  beoth  :  mine  soule  ich  god  bi-take." 

"  A,  mi  leoue  sone,"  quath  J)e  fader  :  "  so  ne  scbal  it  noujt  beo ;  276 

Scholdest  poM  dei3e  and  ich  libbe  :  i-nelle  neuere  pane  day  i-seo. 

Swuch  a  child  touward  as  ])ou  art  :  i-loked  it  were  wro])C, 

J?at  fov  scboldest  banguy  and  ich  libbe !  :  icbulle  bangy  for  us  bof  e.** 

"  A,  fader,  fader,"  quath  pe  sone  :  "  be  stille,  ich  bidde  f e,  280 

For  I  nelle  neuere  })ane  day  a-bide  :  fat  fou  scbulle  bongue  bi-fore  me  ; 

II  Ake  go  fane  wey  for  us  bof e  :  and  icbulle  bangy  for  us  beye, 

And  bide  seint  lemo  fat  be  me  graunti  :  sum  part  of  fine  weye.^ 

Bi-twene  f e  fader  and  fe  sone  :  f e  striuingue  laste  longue —  28 1 

Jjat  ecb  man  badde  deol  f erof —  :  jwef ur  scbolde  fene  detbf  a-fongue* 

So  fat  it  ful  atf enende  :  f ei  it  were  with  wrongue, 

pat  f e  sone  for  beom  bei3e  :  gulteles  was  an-bongue. 

IT  Alas,  alas,  f e  deolfole  cas  :  to  heore  so  muche  falsbede !  288 

Wei  jeorne  bof  e  fader  and  sone  :  seint  leme  help  buy  bede. 

Welle  louerd,  f e  deol  of  f e  fader —  :  grettore  neuere  non  nas, 

po  be  i3ai3  is  sone  an-bongue  :  and  for  he  gulteles  was ! 

be  bi-tey3te  is  soule  lesu  crist  :  f o  fare  nas  non  of ur  won,  292 

And  is  wei  with  sorewe  i-nov  :  to  seint  lemes  he  gan  gon. 

Also  wel  for  is  sone  ase  for  him  :  seint  leme  he  bad  f aste ; 

And  wende,  f  o  be  badde  al  ido  :  hamward  at  f e  lasts. 

Are  be  come  fare  is  sone  was  :  him  fou3te  swyfe  longue,  296 

3if  he  mijhte  fiude  of  ur  i-seo  :  ani  lime  of  him  bongue —         [foi.  87  b.] 

For  f e  lawe  was  fere  fat  euerech  man  :  fat  an-hangued  were 
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hanguy  scholde  fe  jwyle  i-laste^  :  and  for-to  ech  lime  fram  of ur  to-tere. 

H  piB  joungue  Man  sixe  and  f ritti  dawes  :  heng  up-on  fe  galu-treo 

Are  is  fader  a-3ein  to  him  come  :  fat  i-roted  he  aujte  to  beo.  >  a/,  he  iMte 

he  cam  and  fond  him  3uyt  :  and  ner  him  he  gan  teo,  302 

he  weop  and  criede  and  wrong  is  hondene  :  fat  deol  it  was  to  seo. 

H  "  Leone  fader,"  fe  sone  seide  :  "ne  weop  fon  noujt  to  bliue,     304 

For  ich  nam  to  bi-weope  noujt  :  jeot  ich  am  a-line. 

Me  nas  nenere  on  eorf  e  so  wel  :  ase  me  hath  sethf  e  i-beo ; 

Ich  am  aae  f ei  ich  were  in  heonene  :  fei  ich  hanguy  here  on  f is  treo. 

For  seint  leme  me  halt  up  :  and  loye  i-novj  me  dieth  make.         308 

Me  of-f uncheth  fat  f ou  so  sone  come  :  laste  fov  me  a-doun  take." 

Louerd,  fe  loye  fat  f e  fader  :  hadde  f ulke  stounde, 

)^o  he  af  tur  al  is  sor  :  his  sone  a-liue  f  ounde ! 

H  To  tonne  he  om  with  loye  i-nou}  :  and  oleopede  folk  wel  faste. 

Muche  folk  him  siwede  and  al  f  e  sof  e  :  i-sei3en  atf  e  laste. 

Withf  gret   loye  huy  nomen  him  a-doun  :  and  to  fe  toune   him 

brou3teD.  314 

j)ene  traitur  fat  him  maude  an-hongue  :  wel  sone  out  huy  son^ten 
And  an-henguen  him  wel  heije  a-non  :  and  noujt  bote  he  wuyrf o 

were.  316 

])us  seint  leme  fe  holie  man  :  is  pilegrim  halp  fere. — 
IT  In  f e  Cite  of  leouns  :  a  joung  man  fare  was  al-so 
)^at  ofte  wende  to  seint  lemes  :  and  gret  loue  hadde  f ar-to. 
At  one  tyme  ase  he  f  udere  wolde  :  he  dude  er  ane  folic  320 

)^at  manie  Men  to  helle  bringueth  :  f  e  sunne  of  lecherie ; 
Toward  seint  lemes  he  wende  forthf  :  are  he  i-schriue  were. 
])e  deuel  was  wel  jeorne  a-boute  :  jif  he  mi^hte  him  mis-lere. 
U  A-jein  him  he  cam  in  fe  wei  :  swife  milde  and  softe,  324 

Eijht  ase  it  seint  leme  were  :  ase  f  e  schrewe  gyleth  men  wel  ofte. 
"  Jwost  f  ou  euere,"  he  seide,  "  ho  ich  am  1"  :  f  e  ^oungue  man  seide  nay. 
"  Icham  f ilke,"  he  seide,  "  fat  fov  hast  :  I-serued  wel  mani  a  day, 
Seint  leme  to-ward  3 warn  fou  art.  :  I  ne  may  make  no  mone        328 
Of  f e  fat  fov  wel  ne  dest  :  of  eche  f ingue  bote  of  one :  . 
J?at  fon  dust^  lecherie  :  are  fou  wendest  to  me ;     » iis.dert;  diut=dadMt 
Among  alle  men,  3if  fat  nere  :  mest  ich  preisie  f e." 
H  "  Seint  leme,  merci,"  quath  f is  man  :  **  ich  crio  fe  milce  and  ore. 
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For^if  me  ^ulke  hipere  sunne  :  i-nelle  don  as  neuereft  more." 
"  Ov,  beau  frere,"  quath  fe  schrewe  :  "  strong  is  fe  mis-dede.        334 
)^ov  ne  mijht  me  neuere  paye  wel :  bote  for  do  ase  ich  rede : 
pe  menbre  fov  most  keruen  of  :  jware-with])  ])oa  i-sunegut  bast ; 
})o  sunne  icbulle  for-3iue  fe  ])anne  :  3wanne  be  is  fram  ])e  i-cast ; 
Ak  next  me  pon  scboldest  in  loye  beo  :  in  pe  blisse  of  beoueno  a-boue, 
3if  povL  woldest  beon  a  martyr  :  and  ])i-seolf  martri  for  mi  loue." 
H  *'  A,  louerd  seint  leme/'  quatb  ^is  man  :  "  ])oy  baue  merci  of  me, 
Icbulle,  mine  sunnes  to  bete,  mi-sulf  martri  :  and  forto  pay^e  ))e." 
]?is  wrecbcbe  Man  carf  of  is  membres  :  and  a-wei  fram  bim  caste,  [foi.  xs] 
And  setb))e  foTU)  pe  false  peuea  rede  :  bim-self  be  arslovj  atj^e  lastc. 
Ful  redi  was  pe  scbrewe  per  :  pe  soule  be  nam  a-non  344 

And  wel  glad  ])are-witb  in  bis  manore  :  to-ward  belle  be  gan  gon. 
Ne  f ur-3at  nou^t  seint  leme  is  pilegrtm  :  for  J^at  cas  })at  bim  gan  bi- 

tide :  346 

A-jein  pe  deuel  be  cam  a-doun  :  and  bad  ^ane  scbrewe  a-bide. 
And  seide,  ''  pon  berst  more  ))ane  }>in  owe.  :  pai  i  scbal  kuy])e  pe, 
3wi  bast  )>ou  mine  pilegrtm  bi-traidi  :  gret  scbame  ])ou  dest  me." 
**  3e,  al  for  nau^t,"  quatb  pe  scbrewe  :  "  fou  art  bidere  i-come  :     350 
In  bis  sunue  bim-sulf  be  anslouj  :  and  ))are-witb  icb  bim  babbe  i- 

nome. 
Ke  may  no  man  in  dedlicb  sunne  :  in-to  beuene  wende.  352 

Ase  wel  ])ou  mi3bt  gon  bom  a-3ein  :  be  is  min  witb-outen  enden." 
IF  "  Bel  amy,"  quatb  seint  leme  :  "  fou  bi-traidest  bim  witb  fals- 

bede  354 

And  witb  tr/cberie  ])ou  to  bim  come.  :  lat  bim  gon,  icb  rede  ! '' 
**  Icb  babbe  leue,"  quatb  pe  scbrewe  :  "  to  bi-g}'li  and  bi-traye  al-so 
Mid  ecbe  quointise  fat  icb  mai.  :  jwi  wolde  be  aftur  me  do  1" 
]?is  strif  i-laste  bi-twene  bem  longue.  :  ake  fo  seint  leme  ne  mi^bte 
babbe  pe  soule  ne  with-inne  bim  come  :  witb  no  resun  ne  ri3hte, 
"  J?ou  scbalt,"  be  seide,  *'  come  witb  me  :  to  an  berre  lustise,        3G0 
p&t  pe  Rcbal  cuype  fi  tricherie  :  of  3 warn  pe  scbal  a-gWse." 
Bi-fore  ore  leuedi  swete  and  milde  :  fane  scbrewe  be  gan  lede ; 
be  3al  and  quakede  deolfullicbe  :  f 0  be  i-sei3  hire,  for  drede. 
IF  "  Jjov  luf  ere  f  ing,"  ore  leuedi  seide  :  *'  jwi  fondeste  in  alle  wise  364 
To  bi-nime  us  and  bi-trai3e  men  :  fat  betb  in  o^re  seruise  1 
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)X)U  ne  schalt  neuere  ]>e  soule  brouke  :  for  fine  tncherie." 
"  leoae  leuedi,"  quath  pe  schrewe  :  "  merci  ich  pe  crie. 
Vnder-stond  pat  ich  habbe  leae  :  to  bi-gylie  men  inou),  368 

And  fat  ich  fond  him  in  dedlich  sunne  :  and  fare-iune  him-sulf  he 

slov; 
And  no  man  neuere  in  swuch  cas  :  to  heuene  come  ne  mijhte. 
Ase  he  is  min  mid  alle  lawe  :  hold  me,  ich  bidde,  to  rijhte  I " 
IT  "  Jjov  lufere  best,"  ore  leuedi  seide  :  **  to  muche  ower  pouwer  is. 
Alas  fat  men  nellez  beon  i-war  :  are  huy  don  a-mis ! 
Ase  povL  mid  fine  tricherie  :  his  lijf  him  bi-nome,  374 

Al^  ichuUe  him  jinen  a-jein  :  is  lijf  with  rijhte  dome. 
So  fat  fe  ne  tit  of  him  no  part  :  for  guod  man  he  wo[l]  jeot  be."  376 
Ore  leuedi  made  f e  soule  a-non  :  to  f e  bodi  ajen  fleo ; 
Fram  def  e  to  line  he  a-ros  :  f  oru^  ore  leuedi  ore. 
And  guod  lijf  ladde  euere  afbur-ward  :  and  f e  deuel  doutede  f  e  more. 
IT  His  menbres,  fat  he  carf  of  :  euer-eft  he  dude  misse,  380 

Bote  a  luytel  wise  jware-f oru^  he  mi^hte  :  jwane  he  wolde,  pisse. 
Manie  Men  for  f ulke  miracle  :  seint  leme  louieth  f  e  more. 
Kou  bidde  we  jeome  euerech-one  :  seint  leme  milse  and  ore, 
pat  he  for  fat  holie  stude  :  fat  he  hath  in  galiz,  384 

helpe  us  and  alle  is  pileg^'/mes  :  and  bringue  us  to  heoueue  blis. 

16    Oswold. 

SEint  Oswold  f  e  holie  king  :  of  f  e  on  ende  of  onguelonde  [foi.  ss  b.] 
King  was,  ase  f  ulke  tyme  bi-feol :  in  northf-homber-londe. 
Cristine  man  he  was  guod  i-noyj  :  and  with  al  is  pouwer 
he  heold  up  f e  lawe  of  cnstindom  :  and  teijte  as  feor  and  ner —       4 
For  he  was  king  are  cr/stindom  :  puyrliche  stable  were. 
Al  13  men  f  ar-to  he  brou3te  :  so  wijsliche  he  gan  heom  lere. 
To  f e  princes  he  sende  of  scoth-lond  :  and  bad  fat  huy  him  sende 
Ane  wise  clerk,  is  men  to  wissi  :  heore  lijf  forto  amende.  8 

huy  senden  him  ane  holie  man  :  fat  icleoped  was  aydan, 
pskt  wende  and  prechede  al  is  lond  :  and  tomede  mani  a  man 
H  J^oruj  is  prechingue  and  seint  Oswold  :  fat  to  alle  guodnesse  hem 

drov3, 
Cnstindom  into  al  fat  lond  :  stable  was  i-nouj.  12 
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Seint  Oswold  maude  ^esne  holie  man  :  Bischop  in  is  londe, 

And  made  him  al  is  conseiler  :  and  herede  godes  sonde ; 

he  ne  dude  no])ing  with-outen  him  :  ake  with  him  he  heold  him 

faste, 
And  to-gadere  al  heore  lijf  hny  weren  :  and  in  heouene  at])e  laste.  16 
IT  A  day  ase  he  sat  and  eat  is  mete  :  seint  oswold  ]>e  holie  man, 
And  \>ia  holie  man  hi  him  :  pe  Bischop  guode  aydan,  ^  ms.  wriannt 

pat  0  seriannt^  seide  psA  p&te  withoute  :  manie  ponere  men  were 
And  heden  sam  guod  for  godes  lone  :  and  guod  was  ^at  men  him^ 

here.  i  r.  hem      20 

pe  king  nam  inovj  of  is  mete  :  ))at  hi-fore  him  stod, 

And  sende  ))ar-of  wel  largeliche  :  heom  ])at  heden  him  guod. 

Ane  Dischs  of  seluer  he  nam  also  :  ^at  hi-fore  him  was  i-do, 

And  to-hrak  it  al  to  smale  peces  :  and  sende  heom  al-so.  24 

))e  Bischop  sat  and  hi-heold  :  ase  ])ei  he  were  in  J^ou^te, 

Bi  fe  hond  ))e  king  he  nam  :  and  a  swete  word  out  hroujte  : 

''  Ne  for-rotie  neuere  fia  hond  :  ake  i-hlessed  he  heo/'  he  sedc, 

''  And  euere  hoi  and  sound  hi-leue  :  ])at  dude  so  guod  a  dede !  *'      28 

IF  His  bone  was  fole  wel  i-heord.  :  for  it  hi-feol  at)>e  laste 

pBi  he))ene  men  come  in-to  is  lond  :  and  weorreden  on  him  wel 

faste. 
he  stod  a-jein  with  al  is  mi^hte.  :  so  hi-feol  )>at  huy  come 
And  i-metten  heom  with  heore  host :  and  fe  batayle  nome.  32 

At  pe  toimne  of  Maserfeld  :  huy  smiten  to-gadere  faste, 
And  seint  Oswold  }e  holie  Man  :  a-slawe  was  at]7e  laste 
IF  And  I-martred  of  f is  luf ere  men  :  for  ore  louerdes  lone. 
Al  huy  to-heowen  is  bodi  :  f  o  huy  weren  a-houe ;  36 

Ake  huy  ne  mi3hten  for  no  ^ing  :  makie  none  wonde 
In  no))er  of  is  holie  hond  :  ake  smiten  as  of  hole  and  sounds. 
And  so  huy  heoth  jeot,  of  ase  fair  heuj  :  ase  huy  euerer  were, 
And  i-holde  for  fair  relike  :  ase  men  mowe  i-seo  fere.  40 

IF  He  was  of  ei3te  and  pritti  jer  :  f o  he  i-martred  was,^  n  a.  642] 

And  Nye  jer  he  hadde  king  ibeo—  :  bote  luytel  jwile  it  nas. 
Nov  seint  Oswold  fe  swete  Martyr  :  ore  erinde  to  gode  beode, 
pat  he  us  for-^iiie  ore  sunncs  :  and  us  helpe  at  alle  ore  neode  44 

And  ore  soule  for  is  swete  loue  :  in-to  blisse  lede. 


ST.    EDWARD,    KOTO     AND     MARTTR,    FOLLOWS    THE    COUNSELS     OF      47 
ST.  DUNSTAN;    and  is  hated   by  his  STEPMOTHER  (eLFBIDa). 

17    Xdward. 

SEint  Edward  ])e  jnngue  :  was  kyng  of  Enguelonde.  [foi.  89] 

Wei  jonng  he  i-martred  was  :  ))oru3  tncherie  and  onde. 
po  is  Moder  ^e  guode  Qnene  :  ase  god  oroide,  was  ded, 
bit  fader  nam  an  o]mr  wijf  :  })at  lu)>ur  was  and  qiied  ;  4 

pat  sent  Edward  lonede  layie  :  and  enere  radde  lu])nr  red. 
Bi  hure  he  hadde  ane  o^nr  sone  :  ^at  i-hote  was  Atheldred.  >  om. 

IF  pe  Qaene  lonede  hire  owene  [sone]  ^  :  ase  ech  man  deth  is  blod ; 
Ake  seint  Edward  heo  lonede  luyte —  :  for  stepmoder  is  selde  guod. 
heo  wilnede  more  ]»ne  ani-^ing  :  ]»t  seint  Edward  ded  were, 
J)€Lt  hire  owene  sone  aftnr  fe  king  :  ^  heritage  here.  10 

po  fe  king  wende  ont  of  pia  world  :  seint  Edward,  and^  is  sone, 
Aftur  him  was  king  j-mad  :  ase  la  we  was  and  wone.        i  r.  m?        12 
IT  pe  gnodnesse  of  yia  jonngne  king  :  ne  may  no  man  telle, 
he  was  meoke  and  mOde  inonj  :  and  fair  of  flechs  and  felle, 
De-bonere  for-to  speke  with  :  ant  with  ponere  men  roest, 
Chaste,  and  wis  of  conseil  :  and  pmyte  he  louede  lest ;  16 

Wylde  Men  ne  louede  he  nou^t  :  ))at  recbelese  weren  of  |yon^te. 
And  wise  Men  to  him  he  drou^  :  and  aftur  heom  he  wrou^te. 
Aftur  ))e  Erchebischope  of  Cannterbnrij  :  seint  Dunston  f&i  was  ))o, 
Ech  dede  ^at  he  wolde  do  :  )>e  meste  del  scholde  go.  20 

Glad  was  )^  holie  man  of  him  :  and  al  put  lond  also, 
Of  swach  a  king  psi  heore  louerd  was  :  pat  alls  )>ing  wolde  wel  da 
Guod  pais  pene  was  in  Enguelonde  :  and  lone  and  muru^e  i-nov), 
Bichesse  and  al  opva  guod  :  elles  it  were  ^wov^ —  24 

For  jwanne  ])at  hened  hath])  godes  grace  :  and  loueth  alle  guode, 
Wonder  it  were  bote  alle  his  :  pQ  betere  heom  onder-stode. 
%  To  pe  guodnesse  of  ^is  holie  Man  :  pe  deuel  hadde  envie, 
And  is  stepmoder  pQ  luj^ere  Queue  :  pni  ful  was  of  trtcherie ;  28 

For  heo  ^ujte  Ni^ht  and  day  :  ^if  heo  mi^hte  in  ani  manere 
J^t  seint  Edward  were  a-slawe  :  and  hire  sone  kyng  were — 
For  he  was  eldest  aftur  him  :  and  pe  kiugues  sone  al-so. 
)^is  lu])ere  wumman  narewe  hire  bi-)>ou3te  :  hou  pia  mijhte  beo  do.  32 
To  some  ]»at  weren  hire  conseilers  :  hire  lu])ere  j^oujt  he^  seide,    >  «heo 
])at  huy  holpen  with  some  Gyle  :  to  don  ^at  lu]>ere  dede ;     >  ms.  papan 
p'lB  IvLpeie^  Men  also  forth])  with  hire  :  weren  in  grete  ^ujte 


48      ST.  EDWARD,  WHILE  HIJNTINO,  GOES  TO   SEE  HIS  YOUNG  BROTHER 
AT   COKF-OASTLB.      HIS  STEPMOTHER  MEETS   HIM. 

With  jwuche  gyle  buy  ini3hton  do  :  fat  buy  to  ende  [it]  broujte.   36 
IF  So  fat  heo  hadde  to  hire  conseil  :  I-nowe  atfenende. 
For  fellere  fing  nis  non  ase  wumman  :  jware  heo  wole  to  vuele  wende. 
Kadde  f  is  jungue  king  i-beo  :  in  is  kynedom  vnnef  e 
Bote  f reo  jer  and  Eyjhte  dawes  :  fat  he  nas  i-brou)t  to  def e.  40 

For  a  day  he  wente  on  bontethf  :  with  13  kni3htes  bi  cas 
Tn  a  fayr  wode  in  deorsete  :  fat  bi-side  waraygne  was. 
Fair  wode  fare  was  folke  tyme  :  ake  noufe  heo  is  al  a-doune, 
Bote  f omes  and  f unne  boskes  :  fat  stondeth  bi-sides  f e  tonne.       44 
IF  Ase  f  is  joungne  king  wende  on  bontethf  :  a  gret  wille  him  cam  to 
^For-te  seo  is  joungue^  brofur  :  and  in  echo  manere  he  wolde  it  do. 
For  he  was  fere  a  luyte  bi-side  :  ase  is  stepmoder  was         ,  iPs't^Jngo* 
In  a  tonn  fat  men  clepeden  Corf  :  fat  bote  f reo  MUe  f anne  it  nas. 
A  strong  castel  fare  is  noufe  :  ake  f e  yijt  nas  non  fere. 
pis  holie  man  f oujte  longue  :  are  he  at  is  brofur  were ;  50 

Ane  fewe  men  with  him  he  nam  :  and  f  uderward  he  gan  ride, 
his  Men  pleiden  and  Amden  bi  f  e  weie  :  and  spradden  a-boute  f  ul 
wide,  52 

So  fat  with  heom^  ne  bi-lcfde  non  :  al  one  he  was  sone ;  ^  r.  uim 

Ake  naf  eles  forth  he  wende  is  wei  :  ase  he  f  oujte  to  done. 
pQ  court  he  bi-heold  a-fer  :  fare  ase  is  brof er  was : 
)^udere  he  wende  wel  mUdeliche  :  ake  no  man  with  him  nas —       56 
he  ne  fou3te  to  no  man  bote  guod  :  ne  no  man  he  nadde  mis-do. 
To-war[d]  is  def  e  forthf  he  wende  :  and  mildeliche  al-so. 
po  \a  stepmoder  fe  lufere  Quiene  :  al  one  i-sei3  him  come, 
heo  f  ou3te  to  don  hire  wille  of  him  :  ase  heo  hadde  hire  red  i-nome. 
pe  lufere  Men  heo  cleopede  sone  :  fat  weren  at  hire  rede. 
And  bi-speken  bi  3wuche  feolonie  :  to  don  fis  lufere  dede.  62 

IT  f 0  fis  holie  Man  was  nei3  i-come  :  fe  Quiene  a-3ein  him  eode 
With  fair  ^leyne  and  gret  honour  :  and  gret  lone  gan  him  beode — 
f e  feste  fat  heo  with  hira  made  :  no  tongue  telle  ne  may — 
And  swor  fat  he  scholde  a-li3te  :  and  with  hire  bi-leue  alday.  66 

**Nai  certes,  dame,"  seide  fis  king  :  "so  ne  may  it  nou3t  beo. 
Ake  lat  me  spoke  with  mi  brofur  :  for  me  Icngueth  him  to  seo. 
For  er  fane  ich  him  habbe  i-sei3e  :  Ine  worfe  nou3t  blife,  i-wis, 
Min  heorte  is  so  muche  opon  him  :  and  no  wonder  it  nis."  70 


8T.  SDWARD   IS   STABBED   BT   ONE   OF  THE  QUBEN's  MEN,  49 

AND   FALLS   DEAD   OFF  HIS  HOBSE. 

U  "  A,  sire,"  quath  Je  luf ere  Quiene  :  "  jwane  it  ne  mot  ofur  beo, 

Farst  ichulle  to  ^  drinke  :  and  ])u  schalt  him  seth])e  i-seo."  72 

Lredi  was  ))e  Botiler  :  and  brou^te  him  drinke  a-non. 

Among  pe  o))ere  ])at  ])are  weren  :  o  schrewe  ^are  cam  gon 

And  wel-comede  him  with  fair  semblaunt :  and  made  him  loye  i-nov) 

And  custe  him  ladases  cos  :  and  sone  him  peie  a-slovj  :  76 

For  ase  he  stoupede  and  custe  him  :  redi  he  was  i-noY), 

)?oru3  is  wombe  he  smot  a  knijf  :  and  is  gottes  al-to-droyj 

pis  holie  Man  sat  upri3ht :  and  bi-heold  is  depos  wounde. 

he  ne  rod  bote  wel  Inyte  wei  :  are  he  feol  to  grounds  80 

And  liet  fere  is  swete  lijf —  :  is  soule  to  heouene  wende. 

Alas,  luytel  yuel  J^oujte  he  :  po  pe  Fchrewe  is  wombe  rende ! 

Ake  he  was  lu})ur  ase  ludas  :  ])at  so  feolliche  him  custe 

And  with  tricherie  is  wombe  rende  :  are  he  it  euere  wuste  I  84 

Po  ))is  holie  Man  i-martred  was  :  buy  ])at  him  broujten  ])er-to 

Bi-)>ou3ten  hou  buy  mi^hten  best  :  with  yiB  holie  bodie  do  : 

In-to  a  dierne  stude  buy  wenden  :  and  ^ar-inne  is  bodi  buy  caste 

Wel  fiUiche  and  stilleliche  :  and  bureden  it  ]>ar6  wel  faste.  88 

IT  ])0  yis  holie  Man  i-martred  was  :  ])e  Quiene  hadde  hire  wille ; 

For  lijhtliche  Men  holdeth  euere  with  pe  quike  :  and  pe  dede  is  sone 

stille. 
Men  nomen  fo  J^at  child  A))eldred  :  ))at  was  ])e  Quiene  sone,      [(bi.  m] 
And  aftur  is  broj^ur  mauden  him  king  :  as  ri3ht  was  and  wone.      92 
U  }>Q  heije  men  alle  of  )>e  lond  :  with  him  heolden  echon 
Ase  with  heore  pnnce  and  heore  louerd  :  and  ])ene  dede  for-jete  a-non. 
Ake  among  lowe  Men  and  simple  :  deol  ))ere  was  i-nou;, 
buy  corseden  alle  with-oute  god  :  ^at  heore  louerd  a-slouj.  96 

''Alas,"  buy  seiden,  "  ^wat  schulle  we  nou])e1 :  ho  schal  for  us  beof 
ho  schal  us  nou]>e  fram  weorre  wite^  1  :  jwodere  schulle  we  nouj^e 

fleol  tif8.iiswiU 

ho  schal  nou  pais  in  londe  holde  1 :  ore  ioye  is  al  i-do  I 
Of  weorre  and  wo  we  mouwen  beo  sikere  :  al  wrechhede  cometh]^  us 
to."  100 

IT  Grete  wille  hadden  ^e  guode  Men  :  of  fe  contreie  bi-side 
In  sum  fair  place  ^at  bodi  legge  :  and  soujten  it  wel  wide ; 
buy  ortreuweden  wel  ])at  it  were  :  in  sum  foul  stude  i-do, 

LEGENDS  OF  SAINTS.  B 


50    ST.  bdward's  body  is  disgovebkd  bt  a  pillar  op  uqht, 

AND  IS  BURIED  AT  WARBHAH. 

huy  soujten  it  ofte  wide  a-boute  :  and  ne  conj^en  noajt  come  ])er-to. 
On  a  time  ase  ^is  guode  men  :  of  wareygne  ])are  bi-side 
In  pe  contreye  wenden  and  soa^ten  :  J^is  holie  bodi  ful  wide,        106 
huj  stoden  and  bi-heoldon^  heom  bi-side   :  fo  isei^en  hay  gret 

li)ht  ^  ICS.  bi-bMldm 

And  cler  witb-alle  a-boute  one  place  :  ase  apiler  stonde  upiijht. 

U  Huy  ]?ou3ten  fat  Jere  was  godes  grace.  :  Judere  buy  wenden  and 

senate, 
And  founden  ^re  ])i8  bolie  bodi  :  and  up  of  f  e  eor)>e  it  bT0U3ten.  110 
l)aiQ  was  wop  and  sor  i-nov  :  )h)  huy  seijen  is  grisli  wounde  1 
Ake  3eot  was  heore  heorte  glad  :  and  loyful,  ])0  huy  him  founde. 
With  wel  fair  procession  :  f  is  bodi  forth  huy  here 
In-to  ])e  toun  of  warayne  :  and  faire  it  bureden  )>ere ;  114 

In  a  churche-jerd  of  ore  leuedi  :  bi  este  fe  churche  a  luyte, 
paiQ  huy  bureden  ])at  swete  bodi :  with  gret  honur  and  pruyte.    116 
A  chapele  )>are  is  arerd  :  ase  ))at  holie  bodi  lai 
In  pe  toun  of  warygne  :  fai  stant  jeot  to  ])is  dai. 
l)e  put  fare  he  was  feorst  i-founde  :  a  welle  fare  gan  springue, 
Fair  and  cler,  fat  jeot  i-last :  and  is  ofte  gret  botningue,  120 

Jpat  Men  cleopieth  ^ot  to  fis  day  :  "  seint  Edwardes  welle ;" 
fare  ^lani  Miracle  hath  i-beo  :  ase  f e  contreie  dethf  telle. 
H  J5at  holie  bodi  lay  guode  jwyle  :  fare  it  was  i-do, 
In  fe  toune  of  waraygne  :  and  Mani  man  cam  far-to.  12i 

\)e  tif  ingae  hov  he  i-martred  was  :  sone  sprong  wel  wide^ 
And  fe  Miracles  fat  for  him  comen  :  a-boute  in  echo  side. 
An  heij  Eorl  fare  was  a-londe  fo  :  fat  i-hoten  was  Alfez, 
p&t  seint  Edward  louede  muche  :  fe  ^wyle  he  liuede  her :  128 

\)o  he  heorde  of  f e  Miracles  telle  :  fat  ore  louerd  for  him  wiou^te. 
Glad  and  blif e  he  was  i-nouj  :  ase  ech  Man  wel  ou3te ; 
him  f ou3te  it  was  wel  vuele  i-do  :  fat  he  lai  so  lowe  fere, 
J3at  he  nere  i-bured  in  herre  stude  :  ase  he  wel  wuyrfe  were ;        132 
Gret  deol  he  hadde  in  is  herte  :  fat  he  was  a-morfred  so, 
And  swuch  a  creature  ase  he  was  :  in  so  lowe  stude  i-do. 
In  deorsete  he  wende  wide  a-boute  :  to  f e  hei^e  men  alle  fere, 
To  Bischopes  and  to  Abbodes  al-so  :  fat  in  Enguelonde  were,^      136 
And  bad  heom  of  fulke  holie  bodi  :  fat  huy  it  fannes  here    pfoi.4©i>.j 


ST.  sdwabd's  body  is  translated  from  warehah  to  shaftbs-   51 

BURT  ABBEY.       HIS   STEPMOTHER'S  FENANOE. 

To  herre  stude  ase  it  was  wayrj^e  :  and  ^at  huy  J^are-a-^ein  nere. 

his  Messagers  he  sende  a-boate  :  for  ])is  ))ing  wel  wide, 

And  to  ^e  Abbease  of  wiltone  :  )^at  i-hote  was  wilfride,  HO 

And  to  Eadith])e  ))e  holie  wumman  :  pai  Noime  al-so  was  pai,^  ^ orig.]»w 

]?at  was  seint  Edwardes  suster  :  and  pe  kingus  doujter  Edgar. 

So  ^at  Bischopns  and  Abbodes  :  and  hei3e  Men  mani  on 

To-gadere  comen  in  a  time  :  ase  buy  bi-speken  echon.  144 

U  To  fis  holi  bodi  huy  wenden.  :  and  f o  buy  f er-to  come, 

hoi  and  sound  huy  founden  it  ligge  :  ^o  huy  ))at  bodi  up  nome, 

Al-80  hoi  it  was  with-oute  weomme  :  ase  it  euer  er  a-liue  was — 

pare  nas  nou3t  on  ^t  it  i-seij  :  ]^t  glad  and  loyful  J^ere-fore  na&  148 

Ake  EadithJ^e,  is  holie  suster  :  to  pat  bodi  om  a-non 

And  bi-clupte\J)at  bodi  and  custe  it  f aste  :  bi-fore  heom  euerechon ; 

For  gladnesse  heo  I0V3  and  weop  :  teres  wel  mani  on, 

po  heo  saij  hire  bro])ur  so  a-slawe :  and  so  sovnd  of  flechs  and  bon — 

ho-so  nadde  neuere  deol  i-sei^e  :  of  hire  he  mi3hte  pero. 

piB  hei^e  men  with  gret  honur  :  )^at  holie  bodi  forth  here,  154 

With  gret  song  and  procession.  :  muche  folk  ])uder-ward  droyj. 

Ore  louerd  dude  ]>are  for  is  loue  :  fair  Miracle  i-nov^.  156 

IT  For  tweie  crupeles  })at  in  heore  limes  :  al  fur-crokede  were. 

Mid  gret  hope  leien  in  ]>e  wey  :  and  a-biden  pe  here : 

bore  limes  bi-gunne  to  rechchen  ariijht :  and  hole  bi-comen  a-non ; 

])are  was  loye  and  blisse  i-nou)  :  a-mong  ])is  men  ech-on.  160 

U  His  stepmoder,  ^at  him  ))are-to  broujte  :  herof  herde  telle : 

hire  of-))OU3te,  ]>o  he  swuch  man  was  :  ^at  he^  him  let  so  quelle. 

Ope  hire  palefrey  boo  werth  a  day  :  af tnr  ))at  bodi  to  wiende,    > »  heo 

To  bidde  for-jiuenesse  of  hire  misdede  :  jif  god  hire  wolde  siende. 

U  Ase  heo  wolde  ])uder-ward  wiende  :  and  with  hire  mani  on, 

huy  ne  mi3hten  make  hire  palefrey  :  ])at  it  ane  fote  wolde  gon;    166 

huy  schouen  it  faste  forth])e-ward  and  drowen  :  and  neuere  pe  betere 

it  nas. 
pe  Quiene  ^u^te  on  hire  misdede  :  ]»at  al  )ratre-fore  it  was :  168 

heo  ft-li^te  of  hire  palefrey  :  and  wolde  a-fote  gon 
To-ward  ]>at  holie  cors.  :  ake  heo  nadde  power  non ; 
A-jein-ward  heo  m^hte  wel  gon  :  ake  forth))e-ward  for  no-])ing. 
Heo  bi-lefte,  ^0  it  was  non  o])ur  :  in  gret  deol  and  moumyng.       172 

E  2 


52        TWENTT-ONB  TEARS  LATER,  ST.  EDWARD  IS   ENSHRINED  AT 
SHAFTESBURT  ABBET  BT   HIS   OWN   COMMAND. 

Of  hire  misdedes  beo  repentede  hire  sore  :  ase  manie  Men  habbeth 

i-sed, 
And  cam  to  guod  mendement :  are  ))at  heo  were  ded. 
H  p\a  Men  ladden  p\a  holie  bodi  :  with  gret  honur  and  pmyte 
To  ])e  Abbeye  of  Schaftesburi  :  ))are  ase  he  lijth  ^uyte  176 

A-mong  blake  Nonnene  ])at  ])are  beoth  :  and  al-so  ])are  weren  fo, 
})B.i  fram  ])e  toun  of  waraygne  :  is  twenti  Mile  and  mo ; 
In  ])e  northha[l]f  of  ))e  hei^e  Autere  :  in  ])e  walle  bi-side 
buy  leiden  ))is  holie  bodi  :  ))at  manie  men  sechez  wide.  180 

In-to  ]7ulke  Abbeie  of  Schafteburij  :  seint  Edward  hay  ladde,    [foi.  4i j 
For  ))e  kyng  Alfred,  is  graunt-sire  :  j^at  hoos  a-rerd  hadde 
And  made  |)ar-inne  is  doubter  Nonne  :  fat  was  i-hote  aljyue — 
For  hire  loue  he  hadde  ])at  hous  arerd  :  and  muche  guod  ])udere  in 

i-jiue :  184 

An  hondret  hidenene^  of  guod  lond  :  with  hire  he  ^af  ])er       ^  r.hidm* 
pat  hous,  al-so  freo  in  eche  point  :  ase  he  him-sulf  it  heold  er. 
In  y\s  Abbeie  seint  edward  :  lai  on  and  twenti  jer, 
So  ])at  buy  i-seien  tokningne  ofte  :  ))at  he  nolde  no7imore  beo  ])er.    188 
For  3wane  men  comen  ofte  to  is  toumbe  :  ase  lijthliche  up  buy  as  here 
And  heuen  as  up  and  doun  ase  buy  wolden  :  ase  ])ei  it  lijht  treov 

were. 
H  Seint  Edward  cam  al-so  ani3ht  :  ase  in  a  visioun 
To  an  holi  man  ])at  ))ere  was  neij  :  in  an  o))ur  religion ;  192 

"  Go,"  he  seide,  "  to  Schafteburi :  to  fe  Abbesse  of  fe  house, 
Dame  Aldred  fat  clene  Maide  :  p&t  is  godes  spouse, 
And  scie  hire  ))at  i-nelle  nonmoro  :  ligge  ))are  ich  nou  do ; 
pat  ich  beo  i-brou3t  in  an  o))ur  stude  :  and  ]yat  heo  segge  mi  bro])er  so." 
H  ]9is  guode  Man  a-morewe  a-ros  :  and  ne  fur-^at  noujt  ])is  cas  : 
To  J)e  Abbesse  he  wende  of  Schafteburi :  and  tolde  al  hou  it  was.  198 
pis  guode  womman  was  glad  i-nouj  !  :  to  ])e  kyngue  heo  wende  sone 
And  of  is  bro})ur  tolde  him  al  :  and  3wat  fer-oi  were  to  done.        200 
Welle,  ))e  kyng  was  one  glad  :  ])o  ho  i-heorde  telle 
So  swete  ti})ingue  of  is  bro])ur  :  ))ei  is  moder  him  liete  a-quelle  ! 
IT  He  wolde  habbe  i-went  to  schafteburi  :  In  shrine  him  to  bringue, 
Ac  he  was  so  bi-set  mid  weorre  :  fat  he  ne  mijhte  for  no  ])ingue  :  204 
For  is  fon  ornen  so  faste  him  up*on  :  ))at  he  ne  mijhte  ^nnes  wif  nde. 
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To  heie  Men  a-boute  in  ])e  londe  :  wel  sone  he  gan  sionde. 
And  to  wilfin  ]>e  guode  bischop  :  fat  was  bischop  ])0, 
psi  hay  scholden  with  gret  honour  :  to  schafteburie  go  208 

And  his  broj^ur  in  schrine  bringue  :  ase  rijth  was  forto  done. 
H  \)e  Bischop  with  pis  o))ur  Men  :  to  schaftebari  comen  sone. 
"With  8wi])e  fair  procession  :  to  is  toumbe  buy  wende. 
A  8wi])e  fair  Miracle  a-mong  heom  alle  :  ore  louerd  for  him  ])ere  sende  : 
For  a-non  so  buy  openeden  })at  lid  :  of  is  swote  toumbe  ])ere, 
paxe  cam  a-doun  forvL^  al  pe  churche  :  ase  pei  it  a  mist  were,         214 
A-mong  al  pe  prece  fat  peie  was  :  ])at  buy  i-seien  alle  with  oi^e, 
Fleuji  a-mon[g]  heom  al-so  a  myst —  :  so  swote  Jing  neuere  buy  er 
ne  seije.  ^  ai.  flen 

IT  So  swote  was  ])e  smul  and  guod  :  ))at  alle  ])at  ]>ere  were 
For  mura]7e  J^oujten  f&t  buy  stoden  :  in  parays  and  nou^t  ])ere.     21 8 
J)i8  holi  bodi  up  buy  nomen  :  with  gret  honour  and  pruyte, 
And  leiden  it  in  a  wel  fair  schrine  :  j^are  ase  it  lijth  3uyte.  220 

In  ))is  manere  he  was  i-schrinod  :  in  ]}e  on  an  twenti))e  3ere 
))at  pe  beije  men  him  brou3ten  fro  waram  :  and  bureden  him  furst  peve; 
A  ])ousend  jer  it  was  and  on  :  after  pulke  stounde 
pai  ore  louerd  was  on  eor])e  i-bore  :  and  a-lijbte  for  us  to  grounde. 
IT  His  broj^ur,  pe  king  A])eldred  :  guod  man  was  i-nouj ; 
Edward  was  is  sone  i-hote  :  pat  to  alle  guodnesse  drouj,   [foi.ub.]  226 
])at  king  was  seth|)e  afbur  him  :  and  beij  halewe  in  beouene  is, 
I-cleoped  seint  Edward  aftur  is  yncle  :  at  West-Munstre  be  lijth,  i-wis. 
IT  Op-on  Mi3hel-masse  fourtene-ny3ht  :  his  day  fallez  in  pe  3ere, 
And  a-midde  pe  Monfe  of  luyde^  :  seint  Edwardes  dai  )>ere.*  J^^TSS 
Not  god  for  pe  loue  of  heom  bo])e  :  ]}et  swete  kingues  were. 
To  pe  loye  of  l^eouene  ]}at  buy  beoth  inne  :  with  heom  us  bringue  ^re. 

18  Franeeyi-i 

SEint  Fraunceys,  pe  frere  Menour  :  ])at  guod  man  was  i-noy3, 
Marchaunt  be  was  in  his  3onghede  :  and  to  ecbe  treuwenesse 
drov3. 
his  Marchaundise  he  maude  a^-day  :  in  pe  cite  of  Asise ;  ^ai.*i 

1  This  life  is  based  on  the  Vita  s.  Fr.  by  S.  Bonayentara,  in  Act.  SS.  Boll.  Oct. 
4,  p.  742  ff. 
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MBANINO:    SPIRITUAL  WARFARE. 

And  in  almesdede  ho  spendede  an^^  on  pouere  Men  :  mncbedel  is 
Marchaundise ;  i  om.  an       4 

For  no  loue  of  catel  :  he  it  nolde  bi-leue, 
3 wane  ani  pouere  man  him  bede  :  bote  he  him  som-jwat  jeue. 
H  Ase  he  cam  a  day  bi  })e  wei  :  he  gan  mieten  bi  cas 
Ane  kni3t  ))at  hadde  Eiche  i-beo  :  and^  8wi))e  a-pouered  was ;  8 

Yuele  he  was  i-clo})ed  al-so  :  and  bad  him  sum  guod.  ^  ms.  and  and 

Seint  Fraunceys  hadde  reu)>e  of  him  :  and  one  jwyle  he  with-etod, 
H  he  strepte  of  is  clo])es  of  is  rug  :  and  jaf  piB  pouere  knyjt. 
And  ]}er-aftur  ase  he  lay  a-slepo  :  in  is  bedde  a-ny3t,  12 

A  swife  noble  paleys  :  him  ])0U3te  fat  he  i-seij ; 
he  Axede  was  ]7at  paleys  were  :  ])at  so  riche  was  and  heij  ; 
Men  seiden  liim  ]7at  it  was  his  :  and  is  knijtes  al-so. 
\)o  ])is  holio  Man  a-wok  :  sum-3wat  he  Jyoujte  do.  16 

In  ]>SLt  paleys  him  ^ovL^te  he  sai^  al-so  :  knyjhtes  Armes  peie. 
And  with  afair  creoiz  poruj-out  :  I-markede  alle  buy  were. 
U  J)ou3tc  he,  "  ore  louerd  it  wole  :  fat  ich  mi-seolf  kny3t  beo, 
And  swyf e  feble  ich  am  fare-to  :  bete  ich  me  bet  bi-seo."  20 

An  £orl  fare  was  in  poile^  :  fat  was  corteys  and  hende :         laApoUa 
he  f  ou3te  kny3t  beo  i-maud  of  him  :  f  uder-ward  he  gan  wende. 
Ase  he  wende  towar[d]  f  is  Eorl  :  for-to  beo  i-maud  kni3t, 
Ore  swete  louerd  in  Auision  :  to  him  cam  a  ni3th ;  24 

"  Sei3e  me,"  he  seide,  "  of  f  e  louerd  :  and  of  f  e  hyne  al-so, 
And  of  f  e  riche  man  and  of  f  e  pouere  :  3wuch  may  f  e  mest  guod  do  1 " 
*'  Bote  f e  louerd,"  quath  fis  of ur  :  "  and  he  fat  is  riche." 
**po\i  haddest  almest  i-chose,"  ore  louerd  seide  :  ''fat  ful  oni-licbe  : 
For  truste  of  f  e  hyne  :  f ene  louerd  f  ou  for-soke ; 
j3ov  nome  vucle  fin  Avision  :  f ou  most  f e  bet  bi-loke.  30 

IT  J)o  A r mure  and  f e  paleis  :  fat  f ou  so  noble  i-sei3e, 
£lles-3ware  f  ov  schalt  finde  :  Ake  f  ou  ne  comest  nou3t  3uit  so  hei3e ; 
Kny3tes  fov  scbalt  habbe  onder  fe  :  f ulke  Armes  for-to  lede. 
)5are-f ore  wend  f  e  hom  a-3ein  :  and  bi-f  ench  bet  f  i  dede ! " 
IF  J) is  holi  man,  f  o  he  a-wok  :  a-3ein  wende  to  Asise, 
And  fou3te  al  on  Ihe^u  crist :  and  bi-lefde  is  Marchaundise,  36 

And  bad  ore  louerd  ny3ht  and  dai  :  fat  he  scholde  him  rede 
And  some  tokningue  senden  him  :  hov  he  scholde  is  Igf  lede. 


X 


ST.  FRANCIS   18  BIDDEN  TO  RKPAIR  THB   'OHURCH.'    HE  SELLS  HIS     56 
THINGS,  AND   BRINGS  THB   PRIOB  TO  THB  DEOATED  ST.  DAMIAN's. 

IT  A  day,  ase  ])i8  holie  man  :  with-oute  Asise  him  drou},  tfu.  M] 

he  mette  a  lodlich  Mesel :  j^at  reylich  was  i-nou^  40 

And  bad  hun  sum  gaod  for  godes  loue.  :  seint  Fraunceys  a-li)hte 

And  bi-clapte  and  custe  ])ane  sike  man  :  ase  faire  ase  he  mi^hte, 

And  of  is  seiner  him  tok  :  and  had  him  habbe  guod  day. 

po  nuste  he  ^ware  he  was  bi-come  :  ne  in  none  sfcude  him  ne  say.    44 

If  po  ))0U3te  wel  ho  it  was  :  and  aftur  j^alke  dede 

he  wep  and  cride  on  ihe^u  exist :  ])at  he  scholde  him  8um-3wat  rede ; 

And  of te  he  wolde  hi  costome  :  to  Meseles  fare 

And  sechen  heom  at  heore  owene  hons  :  bote  he  foonde  hem  elles- 

3ware,  48 

And  cosse  heore  hondene  and  heoie  fet  :  and  heore  Mouth  al-s[o] 
And  jyue  heom  guod  wel  largeliche —  :  hi  costome  he  wolde  it  do.^ 
If  Bi  a  churche  of  seint  Damian  :  a  day  he  cam  gon,    uuterhandaddfais 
))at  ope  ]>e  poynte  was  to  falls  a-doun.  :  In  he  wende  a-non  52 

And  kneolede  a-doun  bi-fore  ])e  croiz  :  ase  he  dude  wel  ofte. 
))o  spac  a  Yoiz  ])are-inne  :  wel  MUdeliche  and  softs 
And  seide,  "  Fiaunceys,  go  ])e  forth  :  and  a-rer  up  min  hous  an  heij, 
))at,  ])ou  sixt,  fallez  to  grounde  :  and  al  destruyd  is  neij."  56 

^  Seint  Fraunceys,  for  pe  churche  was  :  a-done-ward  al  i-broujt, 
Wende  fat  ore  louer[d]  fare-bi  seide —  :  ake  far-of  nas  it  nou3t : 
he  wende  and  solde  is  clo])es  a-non  :  and  muche  of  is  o^mt  pingue, 
And  pe  panes  ])at  he  nam  ])are-with  :  to  f\a  church  gan  bringue.      60 
pe  pr[o]ost  of  fe  churche  he  fond  ])ere  :  pe  panes  he  wolde  him  take, 
To  arere  up  j^e  pouere  churche.  :  and  he  heom  gan  f  or-sake ; 
he  ne  dorste  nou3t  for  is  fader  :  ne  for  is  o])ur  freond,  he  seide, 
So  muche  tresor  nime  of  him  :  bote  it  were  hi  heore  rede.  64 

^  Seint  Fraunceys  nam  pat  tresor  :  ])o  ])e  o])ur  it  for-sok, 
And  in  a  fenestre  leide  it  fere  :  and  in  ore  loueides  warde  it  tok. 
)}o  fe  tyfingue  cam  to  is  fader  :  fat  he  hadde  i-sold  is  guod, 
Toward  him  he  wende  anon  :  and  for  wrath  was  nei3  wod.  68 

Seint  Frau[n]ceys  was  i-war  of  him  :  and  ne  bi-lefbe  nou3t  bi-hinde, 
he  wende  and  hudde  him  in  a  Dich  :  fat  he  ne  mi3hte  him  nou3t 

finde. 
In  f  is  Diche  wel  longue  he  lay  :  in  hunguer  and  wrech-hede. 
And  euere  cride  on  Ihem  crist :  fat  he  scholde  him  betere  rede.      72 


56        ST.  FBAK0I8  OF  AS8ISI  HIDES  HIMSELF,   COMES  BACK,   AND 

IS  PUNISHED  BY  HIS  FATHER. 

IT  So  longue  be  was  ])are  in  meseiso  :  f&t  he  for-ferde  neij, 

pai  Yimepe  him  couj^e  i-knowe  :  ani  man  ])at  him  8ei3. 

At))e  laste  in  meseise  i-novj  :  he  wende  to  Asise. 

))at  folk,  ^  huy  seien  him  com[e]  :  heom  gan  f  ul  sore  a-grise  76 

And  seiden  **  here  cometh  a  wod  Man  "  :  huy  harleden  him  wel  faste 

And  smiten  and  pulten  here  and  j^ere  :  and  dunge  on  him  caste. 

Seint  Fi'aanceis  wende  euere  forth  :  ase  ])ei  him  no-]}ing  nere. 

IT  his  fader  cam  al-so  bi  cas  :  and  i-mette  him  ])ere :  80 

he  ladde  him  bom  to  is  hous  :  and  beot  him  sore  i-noyj, 

And  bad  him  bringue  hom  ])at  catel :  ))at  he  er  a-wei  drov}. 

po  he  ne  mi3hte  habbe  non  ofixt  word  :  he  bond  him  svfife  strongue ; 

So  ])at  ))i8  gnode  man  :  in  prisone  lay  ful  longue,  84 

At))e  laste,  fe  jwyle  is  fader  :  out  of  toune  gan  i-wende,  [ibLttb.] 

his  Moder  haddo  reoy))o  of  him  :  and  brou3te  him  out  of  bende. 

)}o  he  was  out  of  bendes  i-broujt  :  he  ne  bi-lefte  no  Icng  ]}er, 

he  wende  to  ])e  Dich  a^ein  :  fro  jwannes  ho  cam  er.  88 

H  ]9o  fis  housebonde  cam  hom  :  and  ne  founde  him  nou3t  |)eie, 

Swi))e  sore  he  beot  is  wijf  :  and  axede  3  ware  he  were. 

To  ])e  churche  of  seint  Damian  :  fe  housebonde  wende  ^^ 

And  fond  ]yat  tresor  al-hol  ))ere  :  ase  he  it  hadde  i-do.  92 

And  seth])e  he  wende  to  })e  Dich  :  and  founde  is  sone  ))ere. 

he  axede  at  him  for  3wat  ))ingue  :  fai  tresor  a-wei  he  here ; 

And  ])0  he  i-6ei3  al  ))en  ende  :  ])at  he  luyte  fsLt-ot  rou3te, 

he  ladde  Fraunceys  forth  with  him  :  ant  bi-fore  fe  Bischop  him 

brou3te,  96 

And  bad,  3if  he  alles  wolde  :  fe  worldes  guod  bi-leue, 
))at  he  bi-fore  ])e  Bischope  fei :  f&t  tresor  up  3eue. 
^  Seint  Fraunceis  vnth  J)ulke  worde  :  glad  and  loyful  stod  : 
pare  and  bi-fore  god  he  3af  up  :  al  his  eor|)elich  guod,  100 

And  streopte  of  is  clo})es  :  a-non  to  is  bare  liche 
And  bi-fore  fe  Bischope  tok  is  fader  :  and  bad  him  beo  guod  and 

riche; 
he  seide,  "  ich  ])e  habbe  fader  i-cleoped  :  euere  to  fia  day, 
And  novLpQ  it  is  so  feor  i-come  :  })at  non  more  i-ne  may ;  104 

Segge  ich  mot  mi  ."paier-nostev  :  heonne-forthJ)e-ward  i-wis 
And  to  mi  fader  holde  me  :  fat  in  heuene  is.'' 


8T.    FRANOIB   OF   AS8I8I   BBGS   HI8   BREAD,    AND    0ARRIE8   MOBTAB      57 
TO  BEBUILD  ST.  DAHIAN's  AND   OTHER  CHURCHES. 

Nakode  he  wende  fram  is  fader  :  bi-fore  heom  ])are  echon ; 

Worldes  guod  aftur  j^ulke  tyme  :  ne  bod  he  neuereft  non.  108 

IF  A  sell  yplondischse  Man  :  ])at  nakede  sai3  him  go, 

Gret  deol  in  is  heorte  hadde  :  for  is  chele  and  for  is  wo  : 

he  3af  him  ane  olde  Mantel  :  his  bones  ))are-with  to  hele ; 

Seint  Fraunceis  it  vnder-feng  :  to  witien  him  fram  chele,  112 

his  licame  he  heolede  ))are-with  :  and  in  myseise  i-novj 

A-^en  ])are  he  was  i-bore  :  to  Asise  he  him  drovj. 

^  Ase  he  hadde  er  i-beo  so  riche  :  and  so  wel  was  i-knowe, 

A  beggare  he  cam  a[n]d  bad  is  mete  :  j^ere-aftur  in  a  j^rowe,  116 

Fram  dore  to  dore  he  bad  is  mete  :  and  wonede  him  ])ar-to ; 

Some  weren  wro)>e  for  is  dedes  :  and  no  gaod  nolden  him  do. 

Of  ]>e  ordre  of  frere  Menours  :  he  ne  made  no-))ing  ^uyte ; 

he  bi-gan  in  pouerte  i-novj  :  and  with  luyte  pruyte.  120 

^  Men  of  ]>e  contreie  weren  :  a-bonte  for-to  a-mende 

Seint  Damianes  churche  :  ]7at  al  a-done-ward  wende, 

paxe  ase  seint  Fraunceys  hadde  i-beo  :  and  tresor  bi-lef t  ])ere. 

))o  he  ne  mijhte  non  o))ur  do  :  j^e  churche  for-to  a-rere,  124 

he  wende  j^udere  and  sore  swonk  :  and  bar  morter  ]>ar-to. 

And  seth))e  he  code  and  bad  is  mete  :  3wane  he  hadde  al  i-do. 

IT  Ane  chnrche  sethj^e  of  seint  peter  :  men  arerden  elles-3[w]are  : 

piB  holie  man  in  is  miseise  :  wel  sone  he  was  faxe  128 

And  Morter  and  ston  drou3  ])ei^to  :  and  sore  swonk  al-so, 

And  sethj^e  eode  and  bad  is  mete  :  fo  he  hadde  al  i-do.  [foi.  iS] 

3wane  he  heorde  of  ani  churche  :  ])at  ou3wer  was  for-ta-rere, 

he  wende  j^udere,  and  longue  him  ])0U3te  :  are  ho  were  fere,  132 

If  To  seinte  Marie  in  desert :  ate  laste  he  wende  wel  stille 

And  criede  on  ore  louerd  ni3ht  and  day  :  j^at  he  dude  bi  hinn  is  wille 

And  ))at  he  3eue  him  is  grace  ]>ere  :  in  3wat  manere  he  best  mi3hte 

his  churche  ]>at  a-doneward  was  :  best  a-rero  up  and  di3hte.  136 

So  ])at  god  him  3af  ])e  grace  :  ])at  he  ))are  bi-gan 

pe  ordre  of  frere  Menours  :  to  saui  mani  a  man. 

If  In  ])e  bi-guynningue  of  ])is  ordre  :  ase  ore  louerd  3ef  ])at  cas, 

Ane  masse  he  i-heorde  a  day  :  ])at  of  ))e  Apostles  was ;  140 

As  man  rat  3uyt  a-mong  us  :  in  ))e  godspelle  it  seide  j^o 

p'di  ore  louerd  hiet  is  desciples  :  ])o  buy  scholden  a-boute  go, 


58    st.  franois  of  asbibi  at  last  finds  from  thb  gospel  what 
'chuboh'  hb  is  to  bsfaib,  and  then  founds  bis  OBDEB. 

)}at  buy  ne  beren  with  heom  gol[d]  ne  seluer  :  3wane  huy  wenden 

ouer  lend, 
Ke  baggue,  ne  tweie  curtles  noj^ur :  ne  scbon,  goinde  with  ouer  lond^ — 
H  In  J)is  manere  ore  louerd  biet :  bis  Apostles  gon.  ^hS'Sond  ***'** 

\>o  seint  Yraxmceia  i-beorde  ])is  :  be  dude  of  is  scbon,  146 

And  poruei3ede  ])at  f rere  Menours  :  barefot  scbolden  gon, 
With-oute  bagge,  witb-oute  staf  :  witb-oute  ani  ])ing  to  spene —   148 
Bote  ecb  frere  Menour  do  al-so  :  be  ne  bait  noujt  is  ordre,  icb  wene. 
In  stude  of  is  guidel  al-so  :  witb  rope  be  bim  bond — 
In  ]yis  manere  frere  Menours  :  scbolden  go  ouer  lond. 
IT  Seint  Frauncois  bi-J^ou^te  ))U8  :  to  don  ])is  bolie  dede  152 

And  made  fe  ordre  of  frere  Menours  :  al  ase  )>e  godspel  sede. 
IT  Bernard,  ])at  was  a  guod  scboler  :  formest  to  bim  cam 
And  })e  ordre  of  frere  menours  :  of  bim  formest  be  nam. 
be  axede  at  bim  boy  be  scbolde  best :  fe  world  clanlicbe  for-eake. 
To  seint  Nicholas  churche  buy  wenden  :  ane  masse-bok  buy  gonne 

take. 
pe  bok  was  i-closed  faste  to  :  seint  Fraunceis  bine  gan  yndo,        158 
Al  on-mundlicbe  be  on-dude  ])e  bok  :  and  ])e  f  urste  ])at  be  cam  to 
]9at  was  a  godspel  ))at  seith  : ''  jif  ])ou  wolt  parfijt  beo,  160 

Sul  al  ])i  guod  and  ^if  pouere  men  :  and  8eth])e  siwe  me !  ** 
IT  Al  vn-Mundlingue  be  cam  eft-sone  :  to  a  godspel  f&t  seide : 
psi  man  ne  scbolde  seluer  ne  gold  :  bi  fe  weie  lede. 
pQ  jyridde  tyme  al  on-Mundlingue  :  ]>e  masse-bok  he  wende :  164. 

)X>  cam  he  opon  ])is  godspel  :  ase  ore  louerd  him  grace  sende : 
*  *  boHso  wole  come  after  me  :  bim-sulf  he  schal  for-sake 
And  is  owene  rode  here  :  and  ])ene  wei  after  me  so  take." 
IT  "  )3ov  i-fuxt  here,"  quath  seint  Fraunceis  :  "  hou  ore  louerd  in  a 

stounde  168 

Sent  us  grace  ope  jwuche  ))ingue  :  we  scbullen  j^is  ordre  f ounde : 
Opon  ))eos  ])reo  god-spelles,  ]K)y  fuxt  :  ^nt  we  habbetb  furst  i-founde 
We  scbullen  foundi  al  ore  ordre  :  and  opon  ])is  strongue  grounde." 
Opon  J)is^  J)reo  godspelles  be  maude*  is  ordre  :  and  is  riule'  fop- 

SOth]) ^M8.l>\»]A»  *  maadre  >  Byvle  on  the  miirgf n.  172 

And  ))e  frere  Menor  brckez  is  ordre  :  ])at  ]>are-a3ein  oujt  doth]). 
IT  Fre  Gyles  was  J)o  Je  ferste —  :  fat  guod  scoler  badde  i-beo, 
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CONFIBMSD  BT   THB  POPE. 

]9at  aftur  frere  Bernard  ])e  ordre  nam  :  and  seth^  o])ur  ))reo.    [foi.  4s  b.] 

Bo  ]>at  ynder  heom  alle  sixe  freres  :  to-gadere  weren  i-broujt         176 

And  ])ei  ]>i8  ordre  were  i-mand  :  i-confermed  nas  heo  non^t. 

H  Seint  Fraunceys  ]^  holie  Man  :  po  god  }e  tyme  sende, 

To  conferini  is  ordre  a-r^iit :  toward  Rome  he  wende. 

Ake  8wi))e  sore  he  was  of-drad  :  lasts  fe  pope  were  180 

Contrarioos  a-jein  is  Ordre  :  ))at  heo  i-KX)nfermed  nere. 

Ake  forth  he  wende  to  fondi  :  he  nolde  nou3t  beo  bi-hynde ; 

And  euere  he  bad  Ihe^u  cnst  :  ])at  he  moste  som  grace  finde. 

H  po  ))oa3te  him  in  a  wision  :  fat  [he]  i-saij  a  gret  treo,  184 

So  hei^  fsi  he  was  a-drad  :  tpwaid  fe  coppe  inseo ; 

And  netheles  on  aontnre  he  him  dude  :  and  nam  ^r-of  a  boy; 

Aboue  in  ]>e  hexte  stude  :  and  toward  him  it  drov;  : 

hit  bei;  al  a-doon  to  him  :  aftur  is  wille  i-noy;^  188 

For  al  fai  him  dradde  furst :  pat  it  was  heij  and  toy). 

H  po  ))is  holie  man  arwok  :  on  ))is  sweuene  he  pon^te  longue 

And  ]}are-])oru3  he  hopede  of  fe  pope  :  sum  grace  for-to  afongue ; 

For  ])e  treo  ])at  was  so  heij  :  liJ3thtliche  to  grounde  droyj,  192 

Also  he  hopede  j^ene  heije  pope  :  to  is  wille  bringue  i-noy). 

To  fe  pope  Innocent :  ]h)  he  to  Home  cam, 

he  bad  graunti  is  Religion  :  to  amendi  crrstindam, 

A[n]t  ^t  he  scholde  is  ordre  preouen  :  and  is  Reyle  al-so  196 

))oru3  ])e  godspel  of  godes  word  :  and  ])er-af  tur  do. 

H  po  ])e  pope  is  Reyle  isei)  :  ])at  heo  was  dene  and  guod, 

And  ope  fe  godspelle  i-founded  al :  ase  he  wel  onderstod, 

In  is  herte  he  grauntede  it :  ake  nou3t  with  is  Mouth  a-non,         200 

For  he  moste  is  cardinales  :  conseili  ]}are-uppe  ech-on. 

H  So  ])at  a-Mong  pis  Cardinales  :  counseil  fere  was  i-nome. 

Some  heolden  J^are-ajein  :  and  also  ]}are-with  some. 

];o  was  ])er  a  Cardinal  :  fai  Bischop  was  al-so,  204 

Maister  lohan  of  seint  poul :  ])at  faste  heold  ])er-to 

And  seide,  "  yl  we  destourbieth  him  :  ajein  fe  godspeUe  we  beoth]), 

3wane  he  spechut  al  ype  godes  word  :  ase  we  wel  i-seoth^." 

IT  In  Ayieioun  to  ]>e  pope  :  a-nijht  also  it  cam  208 

pai  he  grauntede  him  is  Reule  :  to  saui  cristindonu 

So  ^at  ye  pope  grauntede  him  :  al  is  Reule  to  do. 
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And  confermede  ])oru3  al  ])e  court :  and  bi-hiet  him  more  ])er-to. 
po  wende  forth])  ))i8  holie  Man  :  and  is  freres  with])  him  nam       212 
And  prechodo  a-boute  fe  godspelles  :  to  amendi  cnstindom. 
IT  po  pe  contrei^e  i-sei)  heom  ferst  :  gret  speche  was  fere, 
Some  seiden  ])at  Aunte-crist  :  ofui  is  desciples  it  were ; 
So  ])at  in  wel  manie  studes  :  luyte  guod  men  heom  sende  216 

And  huy  weren  ofte  ofhungrede  sore  :  ase  hay  a-boute  wende^ 
So  ])at  huy  comen  into  a  stude  :  and  ofhungrede  weren  sore, 
\>a,i  some  of  fe  freres  hadden  i-])0U3t  :  in  fe  ordre  to  beo  non-more. 
po  cam  ])ere  a  wel  fair  man  :  and  brou3te  heom  mete  i-noyj —    CfoL  44] 
Sone  huy  nusten  3ware  he  bi-cam  :  ne  ^wodei^ward  he  droY3. 
pia  freres  i-sei3en  fiile  fo  :  fai  an  Aungel  it  was :  222 

pQ  studefastore  in  heoro  ordre  :  huy  weren  for  f\a  cas 
And  bi-hieten  god  fat  huy  nolden  neuere  :  for  miseise  ne  for  wo  224 
In  pQ  ordre  bi  heore  mi3hte  :  pouerte  fur-go. 
^  Bi-side  pe  toun  of  Asise  :  feor  fram  echo  strete 
huy  wenden  alle  to  one  stude  :  ])at  was  al  fur-lete. 
Miseyse  huy  hadden  ])are  i-noy3  :  and  ofte  wepen  sgre,  228 

For  defaute  of  heore  sustinaunce  :  and  for  defaute  of  bokes  more. 
For  huy  ne  hadde  bokes  none  :  3ware-on  huy  mi3hten  loke, 
In  pe  croiz  huy  bi-heolden  al  day  :  in-stude  of  heore  boke, 
And  beden  god^,  3if  it  were  is  wills  :  ])at  he  scholde  heom  sum  good 
teche,  IMS.  good  232 

For  huy  nadden  non  ofur  bok  :  ne  nusten  3ware-with  any  a-reche. 
IT  To  seinte  Marie  in  desert  :  ])annes  huy  gunne  i-wiende, 
Ase  huy  bi-gunnen  furst  pe  ordre  :  to  bringue  as  pSLve  to  ende. 
Seint  Fraunceis  wende  bi  pQ  londe  :  and  prechede  a-boute  ]>ere.     236 
Men  wenden,  fo  huy  sei3en  him  furst :  fat  of  an  ofur  worlds  he  were ; 
For  he  capede  euere  upward  :  toward  heouene  an  hei3, 
]9at  men  wondreden  and  speken  ])ar-of  :  euer-ech  pat  him  i-sei3. 
Manie  heolden  him  a  truant  :  of  po  deueles  lore  240 

And  harleden  him  here  and  ])er  :  and  ofte  beten  him  sore. 
]9is  holie  man  ne  tok  none  3eme  :  ake  cn'ede  ore  louerdes  ore. 
And  3ware  men  duden  him  mcst  scliame  :  ])udere  he  drov3  pe  more. 
IT  Idel  ne  kepte  he  neuere  beo  :  he  ne  louede  no  J»in[g]  so  luyte    244 
Ke  hatede  so  muche  ase  he  dude  Aise  :  and  idelnesse  and  pruyte. 
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"  Frere  Asse  "  he  deopede  is  owene  fleech —  :  for  36  wuten  wel  J)at  an 

Asse, 
Nabbe  heo  neuere  so  luyte  mete  :  is  tranail  nis  no  fe  lasse, 
For  heo  is  i-harled  here  and  ^ere  :  and  to  file  weorke  i-do,  248 

Lpriked  and  i-scourget  eke  :  and  sackes  heo  berez  al-so ; 
Of  ^eomere  ])ingue  heo  is  i-fed  :  jwane  heo  alles  comez  ])ar-tOy 
And  selde  heo  is  i-coureyd  wel  :  with-oyte  nail  an  scho. 
IT  He  seruede  so  is  owene  flesch  :  and  cleopede  it ''  frere  Asse  "  :  252 
Mete  he  jaf  him  luyte  i-nov  :  and  to  clo])ingae  wel  lasse ; 
he  prikede  also  and  scourgede  ek  :  and  j^oruj-out  ])e  contreije 
harlede  it  and  deope  wod  :  bare-fot  in  deope  weye. 
^wane  he  i-sai)  ani  idel  Man  :  ])at  louede  glotonie  256 

And  ne  tranailede  nou^t  for  is  mete  :  he  cleopede  him  ''  frere  flie  " : 
For  fe  flie  ne  doth  non  ofva  guod  :  bote  fleoth  feor  and  neor 
And  a-waytez  3wane  men  goth  to  mete  :  opxa  to  heore  soper ; 
A-non  so  ^e  Disch  is  i-set  a-doun  :  heo  wole  beo  ope  fe  brerde — 
Of  traoail  ne  wo  ne  kep[t]h]y  heo  noa3t  :  bote  ])at  heo  wel  ferde ; 
H  3wane  a  Man  hath  al  dai  i-swonnke  :  fei  he  it  hadde  i-swore,    262 
he  ne  schal  to  is  Disch  come  so  sons  :  ))at  fe  flie  nele  b^o  bi-fore. 
H  Also  farez  manie  idele  Men  :  ])at  non  o}er  guod  nelleth  do,        264 
Bote  3wanne  6p\ja  Men  beth  to- ward  ))e  mete  :  3are  huy  beth  ))ar-to ;  ^ 
Aipe  Dische  huy  woUez  al-so  sone  beo  :  ase  huy  ])at  habbez  i-swounke, 
And  ftjme  is  al  heore  weork  i-do  :  habben  huy  i-3ete  and  i-dronke ; 
))anne  goth])  huy  ligge  slepe  :  o})ur  goth})  to  some  folic.  0  foi.  a  b.] 

))are-fore  seint  Fraunceys  cleopede  :  swuche  men  "  frere  flie  *\ 
H  Of  no])ing  nas  ])is  holie  man  :  so  glad  ase  of  edwiJ3t :  270 

For  3wane  ani  Man  opbraid  is  pouerte  :  he  was  in  gret  deli3t ; 
5 wane  Men  cleopeden  him  hoxtare  :  ofnt  cheorl  o])ur  cheorles  sone — 
For  port-Men  beoth  ofte  boistouse  :  and  hoxtares  bi  wone — 
*•  leue  broker,"  he  seide  :  "certes,  fov  seist  soth)),  274 

I-blessed  beo  ])0U  for  ])at  word  :  and  alle  ]}at  so  doth])  I 
Preses^  sone  Bernard  :  it  bi-cometh))  bi  ri3the  lawe    ^  r.  ?•»«•  {aa.  Perct) 
To  heore  telle  of  is  ri3hte  :  ich  auch3te  beo  glad  and  fawe/' 
And  3wane  men  preiseden  ou3t  of  is  cuynde  :  he  nadde  ^are-of  no 

delijt 
))aie-foie  ho-so  wolde  him  paye  :  segge  him  sum  edwi3t ; 
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Lovss  lambs;  hb  oubses  a  sow. 

And  bi-fore  al  folk  a-brod  :  in  is  precbingae  be  seide  280 

bis  Miseise  and  is  defaute  :  ofte  and  is  wrecbbede.— 

H  In  poyle  seint  Fiannceis  ^eode  :  some  time  oner  lond. 

So  ])at  a  poisf 111  of  panes  :  bi  fe  weie  be  fond ; 

be  ne  tok  non  more  3eme  ]}are-to  :  j^ane  to  so  mucbe  fen.  284 

bis  felawe  bad  bim  nimen  beom  up  :  and  dele  pouere  men. 

**  I  nolle  nou3ty''  seide  seint  Fraunceis  :  ''  of  o])ur  mannes  dele." 

''  Me  ]}uncbezy"  seide  is  felawe  fo  : ''  ])at  ]K)y  nart  noujt  fele, 

))at  ])oa  ne  louest  noujt  pouere  men  :  jwane  you  nelt  beom  don 

no  good."  288 

piB  bolie  man  i-beorde  ])is  :  and  one  jwile  in  Jjou^te  stod ; 
H  ''  povL  schalt,"  be  seide,  "  sons  i-seo  :  3[w]at  ])is  panes  beotb  ecb-on." 
be  wende  and  nam  np  ])at  pors  :  and  openede  bim  a-non : 
po  crep  ])are  out  a  naddre  :  ]>e  fouleste  ]>at  mi^bte  gon,  292 

And  ]>e  pors  al  amti  was  :  and  peni  bi-lef  te  non ; 
And  ])at  was  fe  Deuel  of  belle  :  ])at  in  ])e  fourme  of  panes  lay, 
For-to  bi-traye  yis  bolie  man  :  3wane  be  ])e  panes  i-6ai3. 
H  piB  bolie  Man  seint  Fraunceis  :  among  ecb  manere  best  296 

Mucbe  be  louede  joungue  lambre  :  and  arnourede  beom  euere  mest, 
For  ore  louerd  euenede  bim-sulf  to  a  lomb  :  ]H)ru3  seint  loban  pe 

Baptist,  298 

And  for  it  is  witb-oute  f elonie  :  and  milde  ase  ibera  crist ; 
And  ofte  3wane  men  wolden  beom  quelle  :  fram  de})e  be  beom  brou3te 
Witb  biddingue  and  witb  is  fairs  word  :  and  fale  8i})es  beom  bou^te. 
IT  In  pe  Abbeye  of  seint  verecunde  :  a  3oung  lomb  be  founde,       302 
A  souwe  a-strangli  it  a-non  :  and  fret  it  in  a  stounde. 
Seint  Fraunceis  stod  and  bi-beold  :  '^  A-mong  alio  bestes/'  be  seide, 
''  A-corsed  po\x  beo,  luj^ere  souwe  :  y&t  dudest  })is  Ixipere  dede; 
)}at  yi  lijf  beo  schort  and  strong  :  and  ))i  detb])  beo  strong  al-so, 
And  p&t  no  ])ing  ne  ete  of  pi  flescb  :  3wane  ))ou  ert  of  line  i-do !  " 
)}o  bi-gan  ])e  souwe  a-non  :  ase  be  ])is  word  seide,  308 

To  beo  ful  of  schabbe  and  of  buyles  :  and  of  of  ur  wrecbbede, 
pai  beo  om  out  al  of  quiture  :  and  ase  fat  folk  i-sai^,  [foi.  m] 

In  wrecbbede  and  in  sorewe  inov  :  beo  deide  fane  f ridde  day, 
And  fur-rotede  and  stonk  foule  i-noy3.  :  no  best  fat  it  i-sei3,         312 
Bauon  ne  pie  no  of  ur  foul  :  nolde  ones  come  f  are-nei3« 
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H  For  seint  Frannceis  louede  lambre^  :  ase  al  ])at  folk  i-sai),  >  orig.iombr* 

On  of  is  freond  for  godes  loue  :  a  lomb  him  ^ef  a  day3. 

piB  lomb  wolde  old  and  jonng  :  al  dai  neij  him  beo  316 

And  maken  with  him  loye  i-nou3  :  ^wanne  it  him  mi3hte  i-seo. 

Seint  Frannceis  hiet  fis  schep  a  day  :  jwanne  it  heorde  freres  singae, 

To  churche  gon  at  eche  tide  :  and  ne  lete  for  none  ])ingae. 

\>at  schep  aftur  ])ulke  time  :  selde  wolde  a-bide,  320 

5wane  hit  i-hoorde  freres  in  f&  qneor  :  ])at  hit  nas  at  eche  tide ; 

Blete  it  wolde  a-3enes  heom  :  for  it  ne  coa))e  nonjt  elles  do ; 

And  3wane  it  8ai3  fe  freres  sitten  a-kneo  :  knenli  it  wolde  al-so, 

And  jwane  ani  preost  sacrede  :  kneoli  it  wolde  j^ar^to  324 

And  wel  inwardliche  bi-holde  ]>udere  :  asd  it  saij  ofxa  fzeres  do. 

Wei  anjte  we  onouri^  sacringae  :  jwane  a  swuch  best  wolde  I 

A  wonder  bede-man  it  was  :  to  come  to  godes^  bolde  I  ^^^^JlS^'Sio^^' 

H  Ase  seint  Frannceis  fla  holie  man  :  oner  lond  ofte  him  drouj,   328 

Wilde  fonles,  smale  and  grete  :  honoureden  him  i-novj. 

For  ase  he  wende  in  atyme  :  to  prechie  oner  lond, 

An  hep  of  fonles  grete  i-noyj  :  In  a  stnde  he  fond ; 

hny  songuen  and  maden  noyse  i-nov  :  enerech  in  is  wise ;  332 

pe  3nyt  ])e  holie  man  a-mong  heom  cam  :  hny  nolden  noa3t  enes  arise. 

H  "  Ben  frere/'  qnath  ])is  holie  Man  :  *'  ore  sustren  ^t  beoth  here 

hononrieth  god  ])at  heom  made  :  ech  in  his  manere ; 

Bi3ht  is  ])at  we  don  also  :  are  we  Aram  heom  gon."  336 

hny  gonne  to  segge  heore  tidone  :  among  yia  fonles  ech-on. 

\)o  maden  ])is  fonles  so  gret  noise  :  ])at  hny  ne  mijhten  no])ing  i-here. 

"  Sostrene,"  qnath  j^is  holie  Man  :  ''  chaungiez  eouwer  manere, 

Beoth]}  noxLpe  stille  and  latehjy  me  segge  :  mine  tidene  with  mi  frere, 

And  seth])e  30  monwen  aftnr  us  :  euer-ech  with  is  fere.'' 

^  piB  fonles  a-non-ri3ht  to  is  heste  :  stille  weren  al-so  342 

And  seten  and  heorden  heore  tidene  :  for-to  hny  hadden  al  ido. 

''  Nou  sustren,**  qnath  ])is  holie  man  :  "  we  habbuth])  irseid  ore  tide, 

Bi-guynnez  onwer  3wane  3e  wollez  :  36  ne  ]H)ruen  no  leng  abide." 

piB  fonles  bi-gonne  singue  anon  :  ^  leste  and  eke  ye  meste —       346 

Swi])e  gret  ponwer  he  hadde  of  god  :  ])at  fonles  weren  at  is  heste ! 

f  piB  holie  man  wende  him  forth  :  to  prvchi  ouer  lond : 

A  gret  hep  eft-sone  of  fonles  :  in  on  ofwt  stude  he  fond. 
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he  wende  forth]^  a-mong  heom.  :  ])is  foules  bi-gonne  echon  350 

Louten  to  him  wel  mildeliche  :  and  honoiiri  him  a-non. 
piB  holie  Man  ai-stod  ano  jwile  :  and  ))0U3te  heom  sum  guod  teche, 
'  And  ri3ht  ase  it  weren  men  of  witte  :  ))is  foules  he  gan  to  preche : 
H  "  Leoue  sostrene/'  he  seide,  "  for  godes  loue  :  honourieth})  ore  creatur, 
For  a-mong  alle  Hues  :  ^e  aujten  him  don  honour : 
For  he  jifht  eov  nobleie  i-nouj  :  wynguene  for-to  fleo,     cfoi.45b.]    356 
And  fe]>erene  to  beren  eov  up-on  hei3  :  wide  for-to  seo, 
And  mete  3ware  je  woUez  a-li3hte  :  with-oute  eche-manere  suynche, 
he  3if th  eov  also  muche  pruyte  and  ayse  :  ase  3e  mouwen  onne  ])enche ; 
Delue  ne  diki  ne  ])orue  36  naj^ur  :  ase  manie  Men  moten  do,  360 

And  3eot  3e  mouwen  habbe  mete  i-noY3   :  3wane  o})ere  nabbeth 

nou3t  so." 
IT  ))is  foules  heorkeneden  him  wel  stille  :  fe  3wile  is  prechingue  i-laste^ 
And  fram  wodes  and  fram  o])ur  studes  :  ])uder-word  drowen  faste. 
l>o  ])is  holie  man  hadde  i-do  :  he  wende  forth  a-non  364 

And  bi-tei3te  heom  ihesu  crist  :  and  blessede  heom  ech-on ;  *  ^J^f^rdl 71 
he  pleide  with  heom  murie  i-nou3  :  ase  he  among  heom  gan  gon,^ 
And  strokede  heom  with  is  longue  fleue.  :  j^ere  nolde  a-rise  nou3t  on. 
Are  he  woldo  bidden  heom  wende  forth  :  3ware  huy  hadden  to  done. 
J)is  foules,  )>o  huy  heorden  J)is  :  huy  flouwen  forth  wel  sone. 
H  Seint  Fraunceis  a-mong  al  ofur  ))ingue  :  ri3ht  at  is  heorte  grounde 
Ofte  he  fovL^te  deope  i-nov3  :  of  ore  louerdes  wounden ; 
So  studefast-liche  in  is  ])0U3t :  non  ofni  ])ing  he  ne  nam.  372 

hit  bi-feol  at  fe  holie  rode-tid  :  ])at  a-3ein  Mi3hel.Masse  cam, 
Opon  ))e  hul  of  Auueme  :  ase  it  was  ore  louerdes  wille, 
Al  one  in  is  oresones  :  fere  he  lai  wel  stille, 

he  ))0U3te  on  ore  louerdes  woundene  :  so  deope  ])at  it  nas  non  ende : 
An  Aungel  he  i-sai3  an  hei3  :  r^ht  fram  heouene  wiende, 
H  Six  wingene  him  })0U3te  he  hadde  :  fst  schinden  bri3hte  and  wide, 
l^e  tweie  stoden  up  a-bouen  is  heued  :  and  ^q  tweien  hi  is  side, 
And  poTVLj-OMt  ouer  is  wombe  a-creoyz  :  tweien  fere  weren  al-so,   380 
Ase  men  seoth])  ofte  in  churche  depeint  :  ho-so  loketh])  |)are-to ; 
pe  Armes  weren  a-long  i-sprad  :  ase  huy  weren  on  fe  rode. 
And  |)e  fet  i-streitht  a-long  :  al  vminde  a-blode, 
))oru3  ))e  ri3ht  side  he  was  i-smite  :  and  ])oru3  fet  and  honde  :        384 
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hit  was  in  fourme  of  an  Aungel  :  ore  louerd,  ich  onder-stonde. 

IT  So  gret  loye  hadde  yia  holie  Man  :  of  j^is  npble  8i3hte 

))at  liim  })0U3te  he  was  in  an  o^ui  world  :  and  ])onkede  godes  mi3hte ; 

he  nuste  ^wat  for  loye  do  :  ))e  jwyle  he  fia  fourme  i-seijb.  388 

At  fe  laste  he  fleuj  a-3ein  :  in-to  heouene  an  hei3h. 

Seint  Fraonceis  was  in  loye  i-nou3  :  for  he  hadde  fat  noble  8i3tb, 

And  nameliche  of  ore  louerdes  wounden  :  fat  he  wilnede  dai3  and 

ny3ht. 
]}o  bi-heold  ho  is  owene  hondene  :  and  is  fiet  al-so :  392 

]9o  weren  buy  ]K>ru3-oat  i-smite  :  and  fe  nailes  })ar-on  i-do, 
And  is  ri3ht  side  i- wounded  al-so—  :  ake  wel  sore  neren  huy  nou3t ; 
So  ]>at  he  hadde  })e  woundene  him-sulf :  fat  so  muche  weren  in  is  ]>ou3t 
H  \>e  nailes  weren  blake  i-nou3  :  fe  hauedene  rounde  and  grete^     396 
))e  poyntes  weren  euelongue  :  ase  huy  weren  a-3ei[n]ward-i-bete ; 
Aboute  ])e  nailes  ]}at  flesch  stod  up  :  ase  it  were  al-to-swoUe 
And  ase  it  al  a-boute  were  :  for  Anguyse  to-bolle. 
In  yiB  manere  we  mouwen  beo  sikere  :  ]}at  ore  louerdes  woundene 

were —  400 

For  bote  ase  a  schewingue  and  Ansaumple  :  in  seint  Fraunceyse 

huy  nere.  [foi.  46] 

So  ]>at  ]}is  holie  man  hadde  :  ore  louerdes  woundene  fine ; 
And  bi-lefden  on  him  aftur-ward  :  fe  3wile  he  was  a-liue. 
At  ])e  holie  rode-tid  in  Septembre  :  he  gan  furst  fia  ))ing  i-seo ;     404 
Ac  ope  fe  hulle  he  hadde  er  :  nei3  a  mon]>e  i-beo, 
And  fourtene  ni3t  ^are-aftur-ward  :  he  bi-lefte  3uyt  j^ere ; 
So  ])at  euene  vnder  al  :  fourti  dawes  peve  wore. 
H  Ase  Moyses  opon  synay  :  was  bi  olde  dawe  408 

Fourti  dai3es  in  priuete  :  to  seon  fe  olde  lawe. 
Also  was  ]ns  holie  Man  :  fourti  dawes  ri3ht 
Opon  fe  hulle  of  Auueme  :  to  seo  fat  holie  si3ht. 
So  ]>at  Aboute  Mi3helma8se  :  furst  he  wende  to  grounde ;  412 

Ac  he  hudde  is  fet  and  hondene  faste  :  j^at  Men  ne  i-sei3en  ^e  wounde. 
With  }e  woundene  he  liuede  two  3er  :  and  prechede  a-boute  wide, 
And  ])e  woundene  omen  of  te  a-blode  :  and  nameliche  of  is  side. 
And  bi-bledde  is  cuyrtol  ofte  :  and  is  briech  al-so;  416 

he  carede  muche  hou  he  mi3lite  :  stilleliche  it  a-wei  do. — 

LEGENDS   OF  SAINTS.  F 
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IT  Setb]7e  paro  cam  in  pe  londe  :  a  swy])e  strong  qualm  of  onie, 
])at  schep  and  reo]>oren  and  o})ur  bcstes  :  aldai  lei3en  a-storue. 
A  guod  Man  pat  badde  mucbel  orf  :  bad  oro  louerd  wel  faste        420 
))at  ho  no  bi-nome  bim  nou3t  al  is  guod  :  ake  ]7at  som  bim  moste  i-laste. 
Slepindo  in  ametingue  :  to  bim  seido  Jjoruj^  godes  sonde       lom-Jwrn^p 
))at  be  scbolde  nime  of  |)at  watur  :  ])at  seint  Fraunceis  wuscb  inne  is 

bonde 
0))ur  is  fet  and  ))cre-witb  :  a-mong  pe  bestes  sprenge,  424 

And,  3if  bim  ))ou3to  ))are  were  to  luyte  :  witb  opva  watur  it  Mienge. 
IT  ]9is  guode  Man  ))are-afturward  :  a-waitede  is  point  offce 
And  stal  of  ]>is  watur  stillelicbe  :  in  buydeles  wel  softe, 
And  spreinde  a-mong  is  owene  orf  :  and  armong  o])ure  mani  on :  428 
And  oueral  pare  it  was  i-spreind  :  buy  weren  bole  ecb-on. — 
IT  Seint  Fraunceis  was  frero  Monour  :  in  fe  ordre  twenti  jer, 
And  two  jcr  and  al-mest  ])reo  wyke  :  ore  louerdes  woundene  be  ber, 
So  ))at  be  drou^  to-ward  pe  depQ  :  and  febliscbede  ful  swi])e  faste.  432 
'On  bim  nas  noujt  bote  fel  and  bon  :  bi-leued  atj^e  laste. 
In  torment  bo  was  strong  i-novj  :  and  ^wane  be  was  in  worst  stonndo, 
bis  lene  bones  be  wolde  drawe  :  a-3ein  ]:e  barde  grounde, 
For-to  make  ))e  more  is  pine  :  and  pe  eoipe  bo  custe  al-so  436 

And  ]7onkede  god  of  allc  guode  :  ]7at  bo  bim  baddo  i-do. 
be  lay  sijk  and  deide  sono  :  seint  Fraunceis  pe  bolie  man 
In  ore  leuedi  cburcbe  :  fare  bo  furst  fe  ordre  bi-gan. 
IT  )po  be  was  |)e  depQ  nei3  :  naked  be  liet  bim  do,  440 

And  to  })o  barde  wipe  al  bar  :  al  nakede  be  lay  so, 
And  bet  boom  )^t  a-boute  bim  were  :  ]>at  aftur  ]>ulke  stounde 
buy  leten  him  ligge  longue  also  :  nakede  on  pQ  grounde, 
))at  eorfe  mi3hte  on  eorjje  dei3e  :  for  fat  were  is  ri3bte.  444 

bo  bi-gan  to  prechi  is  brej>ren  :  ope  is  feblo  mi3bte. 
IT  Atfe  laste,  po  he  fene  deth))  i-8ai3  :  and  i-felde  bine  ful  strongue,^ 
"Voce  mea"  be  bi-gan  :  one  saume  of  euesongue,  pfbi.46b.] 

And  seide  forth])  pe  saume  al  out  :  and  beold  up  is  bondene  bei3e,  448 
And  witb  pe  laste  word  of  pe  saume  :  be  bi-gan  to  dei3e. 
be  deide  tweolf  hundred  3or  :  and  sixe  and  twenti  ri3bt 
Aftur  oro  louerdes  burtime  :  on  a  satur-day  at  ni^bt. 
pa  sononJai  he  was  i-bured —  :  he  no  ferde  nou3t  ase  pis  ricbe      452 
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]>at  for  bobaunt  of  ))e  world  :  liggeth))  longue  a-liche. 

V  po  yiB  holie  man  was  ded —  :  ^i  it  were  bi  nijbte, 

A  gret  hep  of  lauerkene  :  opon  ))e  churche  a-lijbte 

And  murie  sounguen  al  }e  longue  ni^bt :  a-boute  )>e  bodie  ))ere,    456 

jyy  pe  sonle  to  heonene  wende  :  i^ein  knynde  ^i  it  were — 

For  ))e  lauerke  is  a  fonl :  ^at  mucbe  louez  li^bt         ^ 

And  beretb^  ))ane  dai  with  hire  song  :  and  restez  hire  a-ni^ht. 

Ajein  kuynde  hnj  sounguen  )^ere  :  ase  ))ei  buy  hadden  in  muynde 

hou  mucbe  he  was  anoured  er  :  of  foules  a-3ein  bore  kuynde. 

f  Frere  Austyn,  bat  was  minisfare  :  under  Ynm  i-do, 

J)o  ^8  hoIie  man  was  ded  :  at^  de))e  he  lai  al-so 

In  ye  londe  of  labour^  :  Jmt  feor  was  ^are-bi-side.   P  Terra  di  Laroro]  464 

Wei  longue  he  lai  speche-les  :  ]>ene  deth^  forto  a-bide, 

And  ri^bt  ase  seint  Frounceis  deide  :  feor  in  an  o)>ur  londe, 

piB  frere  Austin  spao  wel  mildeliche  :  and  heold  up  is  two  honden  : 

"  Ab\jd,  bro))ur/'  he  seide, "  ane  3wyle  :  ich  come  with  pe  Ornon"  468 

his  freres  axeden  him  3wat  it  were —  :  for  beom  wondrede  ech-on. 

U  *'  Bote  frere  Fraunceis,"  he  seide,  ^  ore  fader  :  i-brou3t  hath  is  lif 

to  ende 
And  is  nou))e  toward  heouene  :  and  with  him  i-chulle  wende.'' 
With  ))is  word  he  gan  dei3e  :  and  is  soule  al  in  pes  472 

To  ))e  loye  of  heouene  wende  :  with  is  maister  seint  Fraunceis, 
And  ^are  buy  [booth]  bo^  :  in  loye  with-outen  ende. 
Nou  god  for  ^  loue  of  seint  Fraunceis  :  late  us  alle  ))udere  wende. 

AmeN. 

19    Albon.  IT  Vita  sanod  Albani 

SEint  Albon  fe  holie  Man  :  was  here  of  Enguelonde, 
I-martred  he  was  for  godes  loue  :  ))oru3  lesu  cristes  sonda 
Formest  he  was  he)>ene  man  :  and  of  he)>ene  men  he  cam, 
And  seth^  ase  ore  louerd  it  wolde  :  he  tomede  to  cristindom.  4 

U  pe  IvLpere  prince  )Mtt  was  ^  :  dioclician, 
And  an  o)>ur  Jmt  was  al  so  :  ^at  hei3te  Maximiao, 
Cristine  men  )>at  buy  mi3hten  i-wite  :  buy  brou3ten  alle  to  grounde ; 
In  echo  londe  buy  lieten  beom  seche  :  3ware  buy  mi3hten  boon  i- 
founde,  8 

F  8 
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And  to  strongue  de))e  heom  duden  :  BVf'ipe  inanie  and  fale ; 
huy  ne  spareden  none  ))at  huy  mi3hteii  finde  :  no)>ur  grete  ne  smale. 
II  A  lu])ur  lustise  )>at  with  heom  was  :  to  enguelonde  he  cam. 
To  Martri  alle  cristine  men  :  and  destruyen  cnstindoin.  12 

A  clerk,  a  guod  cristine  man  ))at  was  :  heordo  it  telle  wide 
Of  tormens  ])at  huy  duden  o)>ur  men  :  he  ne  dorste  no  long  a-bide, 
Ake  he  flcu^  elles-jwodcre  :  )>at  ho  i-Martred  nere ; 
To  seint  Albones  house  he  cam  :  and  bad  is  In  ))ere.  Cfoi.47]     16 

U  Seint  Albon,  ))0  3  wile  he  with  him  was  :  a-waitede  and  i-8ai3 
hov  he  was  in  is  oresones  :  bo)>e  ni3ht  and  dai^ : 
he  j^ou^te  )>at  he  was  a  fol  :  ))at  he  was  hej^ene  so  longue, 
he  gan  to  leue  on  Ihe^u  crist  :  and  cristinedom  ta-fongue.  20 

IT  \)e  lustise  ])ane  clerk  liet  seche  :  so  ])at  it  was  i-kud 
hou  at  seint  Albones  house  :  with  him  he  was  i-hud. 
Knijhtes  he  sende  to  fechchen  him  :  3if  he  i-founde  were.  ^^^i^J'JJI  ^^^ 
To  seint  Albon  huy  comen  :  and  echsten  after  him  ))ere.^    MviSipariouaj^ 
huy  comen  and  founden  seint  Albon  :  and  axeden  him  a-non 
Jwefur  ani  swnch  fere  were.  :  "  for  gode,"  quath  J)is  holie  man,      26 
"  For  gode,"  seide  f  is  guode  Man  :  "  I  nelle  it  nou^t  for-sake, 
A  swuch  Man  ich  am  mi-scolf  :  I  nelle  eou  non  o])ur  take."  x8 

H  "  A,  feof,"  seiden  fis  lufere  men  :  **  art])ou  i-come  far-to, 
Jwane  fou  wolt  for  fat  strongue  f ef  :  to  def e  beo  i-do  1  '* 
])is  holie  man  huy  bounden  faste  :  and  to  ]>e  lustise  him  brou3te, 
And  tolden  him  fat  he  pulte  him  forth  :  for  fat  of ur  fef  fat  huy 
sou3ten.  32 

U  "  Bel  ami,"  quath  f  e  lustise  :  "  seie  3wat  is  f  i  name 
And  of  3wat  kunne  fou  art  i-come  :  fat  ore  godes  dost  schnch^ 

SChame."  *  r.  fwurn 

"  To  f  is  Axingue,"  quath  seint  Albon  :  "  ichulle  answerie  sone. 

Of  3wat  kunne  ich  am  i-come  :  luyte  fou  hast  to-done ;  36 

Alban  is  mi  name,  i-wis  :  and  ich  honori  al-so 

God  fat  schop  alio  f ing  :  and  euere-more  wolle  do." 

H  "  A,  traitur,"  quath  fe  lustise  :  "  artf ou  i-come  f ar-to, 

I  schal  don  tormenti  f i  bodi  :  fram  heued  to  fin  ho.  40 

hastf ou  i-hud  f .me  fef  at-hom  :  fat  doth  us  so  muche  schame. 

And  pulst  forthf  f i-self,  f o  ^  cheitif  :  to  defe  in  his  name :         ^  r.  |»oo 
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Anonre  ore  godes,  ich  rede,  a-non  :  and  heom  sacrefise, 

Ofur  ichulle  ))e  tormenti  so  :  ))at  men  scUullen  of  pe  agrise."  44 

*'  For  noojt  ))oa  spext,"  qnath  Albon  :  *'  |>ar-aboute  ]>ou  spillest  ]>i 

breth)), 
I-nelle  neuere  ])ene  deuel  honoure  :  for  drede  of  )>e  deth])." 
U  \)o  was  pe  lustise  swy])e  wroth  :  ])ane  holie  man  he  nam, 
Kakede,  and  ^  liet  him  faste  binde  :  and  jaf  him  sone  is  dom :  >  a/.  h«  48 
With  schourges  he  made  is  tormentours  :  leggen  on  him  i-nowo. 
On  him  huy  leiden  pai  buy  werie  weren  :  and  al  is  bodi  to-drowe. 
\)Q  harde  scourgene  in  is  tendre  flechs  :  deope  gonne  wade  ; 
pQ  more  ))at  huy  tormenteden  him  :  ]>e  gladdore  he  him  made ;       52 
he  )7onkede  god  ))at  he  moste  :  ))are  for  is  lone  [5s-4  added  in  l.] 

To  ))e  stat  of  cristindom  :  ))oni3  is  torment  come. 
IT  po  ))e  la))ere  lustise  i-sai)  :  ])at  it  was  al  for  noujt, 
]9at  he  ne  mi^hte  fram  lesu  crtst :  for  no-))ing  tome  is  ^ou3ty  56 

he  hiet  him  lede  with-oute  toun  :  and  is  heued  smito  of  sone. 
I-redie  weren  ])e  tormentours  :  for-to  do  is  bone, 
huy  harleden  him  wel  filliche  :  p&t  schame  it  was  to  se, 
For-to  huy  comen  to  ))ulke  stude  :  )>are  he  scholdo  i-martred  be.     60 
huy  comen  to  an  vminde  brok  :  |>ere  huy  mosten  ouer  wade  : 
pe  tormentores  woden  ouer  al  a-brod  :  and  no  strenc)>e  pai-ot  ne 

maden.  [6S-4  added  in  L.] 

f  Ake  ore  louerd  for  seint  Albones  loue  :  dude  miracle  pere, 

A-non  so  ]>e  schrewe  tormentores  :  ouer  i-wade  were :  64 

For  po  pia  holie  Man  to  watere  cam  :  ))at  watur  him  with-drouj 

And  ouer  pe  broke  made  ane  wei-:  druyje  and  dene  i-nou), 

|>at  he  wende  ouer  al-so  druy^e  :  ase  it  a-londe  were; 

And  euere  ]>at  watur  bi-hinden  him  :  smot  to-gadere  ))ere  68 

And  cam  al  a-^ein  ase  it  was  er  :  )>o  he  cam  to  londe. 

Louerd,  muche  is  ))i  mijhte  :  ho:«o  him  wole  onder^tonde  I 

f  pe  maister  of  pe  tormentores  :  to  ^wam  he  was  bi-take, 

]9o  he  i-saij  pe  faire  miracle  :  pene  deuel  he  gan  fur-sake,  72 

And  seide  he  wolde  to  Ihesu  crat :  al  is  heorte  wende,       [7s-4  ipurioai.] 

For  pe>  Miracle  ^t  he  )>are  i-sai^  :  ^at  so  fair  was  and  hende ; 

his  sweord  pai  he  on  honde  bar  :  wel  feor  fram  him  he  caste 

And  to  seint  Albones  fet  he  feol  a-doun  :  and  criede  him  merci  faste. 


70     A  FOUNTAIN  SPRINGS  AT  ST.  ALBAN's  PBATSR.     HIS  DEATH.     THB 
EXEOUTIONBR  LOSES   HIS   ETBS.      ST.  WUUSTAN. 

pat  he  moste  for  him  deije  :  opxa,  bote  it  o))nr  were, 

pat  he  moste  in  )>e  place  :  ))ene  deth))  a-fongue  )>ere.  78 

f  Opon  an  hul  huj  wenden  an  hei3  :  ase  huy  weren  a-signet  to 

pis  holie  Man  seint  Albon  :  to  ))e  de)>e  do.  80 

Seint  Albon  wilnede  aftur  watar  :  ))are  ope  )>e  hulle  on  heij  ; 

he  bi-heold  ))at  ))are  ne  mi^hte  :  no  watur  come  ))are  nei3  : 

Ore  louerd  he  bad  with  guode  heorte  :  ))at  he  sende  is  grace 

pat  som  water  moste  to  him  come  :  in  ))at  ilke  place.  84 

Ore  louerd  heorde  is  bone  :  ^re  anon-ri3hte  [»-«  addtd  in  l.] 

bi-fore  alle  ))e  tormentores  :  in  heore  aire  si3hte  : 

IT  For  ))o  he  hadde  i-seid  is  oresun  :  and  ore  louerd  i-bede, 

pare  sprong  out  of  )>at  hei3e  [hul]  :  a  fair  welle  in  ))ulke  stude,       88 

Of  al-so  guod  water  ase  ani  mi3hte  beo —  :  ^t  3uyt  lasteth)),  ich  wene. 

Euere  was  po  and  al-so  nou))e  :  ore  louerdes  mijhte  i-sene. 

pis  guode  kni3ht  |>at  bi-liefde  on  god  :  for  ))at  he  sei3  er, 

Wei  more  he  criede  ))o  on  him  :  for  ])ulke  miracle  fer,  92 

And  wilnede  3eome  ))at  he  moste  :  for  him  dei3e  ^re. 

So  |>at  in  ore  louerdes  name  :  Imartrede  bo^  huj  were. 

f  Ake  )>e  tormentour  Jiat  smot  of  :  seint  Albones  heued, 

Luyte  he  ))orte  ))ar-of  3elpe  :  him  were  betere  habbe  bi-leued :         96 

For  ))0  he  smot  of  is  heued  :  ri3ht  in  ))ulke  stounde 

his  owene  ey3ene  out  of  is  heued  :  fare  ri3ht  fullen  to  grounde. 

Louerd,  muche  is  fi  mi3hte  :  ho-eo  him  wole  onder«tonde, 

Ase  men  mouwe  hi  is  wifeivwine  :  godes  mi3hte  fonde.^  'fi"'J\5?iw!«"*^ 

Seint  Albon  i-martred  was  :  here  in  Enguelonde  pS^ISSl*"****^ 

Bi-side  ane  toune  ))at  widincestre  :  men  cleopeden,  ich  onder«tonde. 

pare  is  nouj^e  a  churche  a-rerd  :  and  a  gret  Abbeye  al-so, 

pat  men  cleopieth  seint  Albones  :  ase  he  was  to  de))e  i-do.  104 

Bidde  we  3eome  Jhesa  crist :  and  seint  Albon  wel  faste 

pat  we  moten  to  )>e  loye  come  :  ])at  euere  schal  i-lasto. 

20  WclstoiL 

SEint  Wolston,  bischop  of  wyrecestre :  was  here  of  engelonde,  [W.  ^ 
Swi)>e  holi  man  he  was  al  ia  lif  :  ase  ich  me  vnder-stonde. 
pe  3wile  he  was  a  3ong  child  :  dene  lif  he  ladde  i-novj ; 
3  wane  o))ur  children  omen  to  plei3e  :  toward  churche  be  drouj.        4 


ST.  WUL8TAN   BECOMES  PRIEST,  MONK,  AND  PRIOR   AT  WORCESTER.       71 

A  MIRACLE. 

Seint  Edward  was  kyng  ]>o  :  )>at  nouj^e  in  heouene  is ; 

And  f  e  bischop  of  wyricestre  :  bri3ttey  heijte,  i-wis. 

Of  |>is  bischop  Brijtei  :  seint  wolston  is  ordre  nam, 

£ch  af tur  o])ar,  ase  it  fel  :  so  ))at  he  preost  bi-cam.  8 

\)e  bischop  vnder-feng  him  sethj^e  :  and  Monek  him  makede  i-wis 

In  ))e  priorie  of  wiricestre  :  ))at  noble  hous  and  gret  is. 

Swy))6  wel  is  ordre  he  heold  :  in  ))at  priorie 

And  al  is  wille  was  for-to  pay3e  :  god  and  seinte  Marie.  1 2 

In  none  bedde  he  nolde  come  :  ake,  ^wane  o])ere  jeoden  ])ar-to, 

bi-fore  on  auter  he  wolde  go  :  his  oresones  for-to  do ; 

3wane  pe  dede  slep  him  ouer-eode  :  )>at  he  ne  mijte  no  leng  gon, 

his  heued  he  wolde  legge  a-doun  :  opon  fe  harde  ston,  16 

Ope  one  grece  bifore  pe  Aater  :  o])ur  is  bok  ))are-ynder  do, 

And  liggen  ane  stounde  in  dweole  Miengyngue —  :  al  is  slep  scholde 

beon  so. 
ho  nolde  |>reo  dawes  in  ]>e  wyke  :  no-))ing  eten  with-alle, 
Ne  no  word  speken  bote  his  beden  :  for  nou^t  yat  mijte  bi-falle ;    20 
fe  o)>ur  dawes  wel  luytel  he  spak  :  and  wel  luytel  he  eat  al-so, 
bote  it  were  a  Inyte  potage —  :  holde  he  wolde  him  ))er-to. 
So  longue  he  leouede  at  wirecestre  :  in  pat  holie  lijf  wel  stiUe, 
]9at  he  was  imaked  prior  of  ^t  hous  :  muche  a-3ein  is  wille.  24 

his  Couent  he  wuste  swy^  wel  :  and  to  alle  guodnesse  hem  drou3 ; 
Of  god  and  alle  guode  men  :  lone  he  hadde  i-non3. 
))e  prior[ie]  ^  of  wyricestre  :  seint  oswold  bi-gan  er,  *  ms.  pHor 

pat  was  bi-fore  seint  Wolston  :  nei3  ane  hondred  3er ;  28 

And  ))at  he  hadde  er  bi-gonne  :  ))e  o])ur  fnlfulde,  i-wis. 
So  ))at  ]K>m3  heore  beire  dede  :  strong  weork  and  hei3  ))are  is. 
Ase  )>is  holie  Man  seint  wolston  :  in  a  tyme  liet  a-rere 
A  bel-hous  of  swi]>e  strong  weork  :  bellen  to  hangny  ^re,  32 

And  Machouns  a-boue  and  bi-nethe  :  |>are  a-boute  were, 
Bi  laddren  clonmben  up  and  doun  :  and  Jmt  weork  bi-twene  al  here, 
A  man  ))aTe  demb  up  bi  one  laddre  :  an  ^  he  was  up  on  hei3 
Fram  eor^  mo  ]>ane  fourti  fet :  ase  al  ^t  folk  i-sei3,  3G 

Dounward  he  ful,  ase  he  mis-stap —  :  Men  weren  sore  a-gaste. 
Seint  wolston  stod  and  bi-heold  :  hou  he  was  ardounward  faste  : 
he  made  )>e  signe  of  ]>e  croyz  :  ase  he  feol  to-waid  |ie  grounde  : 
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TO   FIOHT  WILLIAM  OF  NORMANDY. 

harmles  he  feci  and  hoi  man  i-nov}  :  his  limes  weren  hole  and 
sounde,  40 

And  a-ros  up  and  dude  is  weork  :  ase  him  no-])ing  nere. 
Louerd,  muche  is  ])i  mi3te  :  and  )>at  ])ou  cuddest  wel  ))eTe, 
]}at  [he]  so  harde  fram  so  heije-feol  :  and  of  eche  harme  was  sker ; 
po\i  art  a  louerd  ))at  wonderes  dest  :  ase  seith  ])e  sauter.  44 

U  Hit  bi-feol  so  fat  brijtey  :  fe  Bischop  of  wyricestre,  was  ded : 
A  clerk  was  bischop  after  him  :  pat  Men  cleopedcn  aldred,      Cfoi*  ^  b.] 
p&t  seint  wolston  louede  wel  :  and  he  louede  him  al-so — 
For  ech  guod  man  wole  louion  ofur  :  it  were  elles  vuele  i-da  48 

Seth])e  it  bi-fel  ]>at  ])e  Erchebischop  :  of  Euerwicke  was  ded : 
Erchebischop  huy  maden  ])ar  :  ])ene  bischop  aldred, 
And  ])e  bischopriche  of  wiricestre  :  vacaunt  was  and  lere  : 
Seint  wolston  was  sono  i-chose  :  and  bischop  i-maked  ])ere.  62 

Bischop  him  made  )>e  holie  man  :  seint  Edward  )>e  king, 
And  a-feng  him  in  his  dignete  :  and  tok  him  is  staf  and  ring, 
his  bischopriche  he  wuste  wel :  and  also  is  priorie, 
And  a-forcede  him  to  serui  wel  :  god  and  seint  Marie.  56 

Four  3er  he  hadde  bischop  i-beo  :  and  noujt  fulliche  fiue 
f  0  seint  Edward  )>e  holie  kyng  :  wende  out  of  ])is  Hue. 
Gret  reu])e  it  was  to  al  engelond  :  so  weilawei  ))e  stounde ! 
For  straunge  men  ]>ere  comen  seth])e  :  aud  broujten  enguelond  to 
grounde.  60 

If  Harold  was  J)o  rijhtest  eyr  :  for  non  oJ)ur  fere  nas ; 
pQ  crouno  he  bar  of  Enguelonde  :  )wuche  3  wile  so  it  was. 
For  willame  Bastard,  fat  was  fo  :  Eorl  in  Noremaundie, 
J^oujte  to  winne  Enguelond  :  foru^  strencfe  and  tricherie :  64 

he  let  him  greif i  folk  i-nouj  :  and  gret  poer  with  [him]  ^  nam         om. 
And  with  gret  streucfe  in-to  fe  se  he  him  dude  :  and  to  Enguelonde 

he  cam. 
he  liet  ordeinie  is  fierd  wel  :  and  is  banere  up  arer[d]e, 
And  destruyde  and  nam  al  fat  he  fond  :  and  fat  folk  sore  a-ferde.  68 
IT  Harold  heorde  herof  telle  :  f  e  king  of  Enguelonde  : 
he  liet  greif  io  faste  is  ost :  a-^ein  him  for-to  stonde. 
\)e  baronie  of  Enguelonde  :  redi  was  wel  sone 
pe  king  to  hclpe  and  heom-sulue  :  ase  ri3ht  was  for-to  done.  72 


WILLIAM  AND  THB  NOBMANS  BKAT  THE  BNOUSH.      THE  73 

OONQUEBOR  FOUNDS  BATTLE  ABBEY. 

• 

pe  weorre  was  ))o  in  Enguelonde  :  deolful  and  strong  i-nov}, 

And  ey])ar  of  o^res  Men  :  al-1xKgrounde  a-slouj. 

H  No  strenc]^  ne  hadden  ))is  straunge  men  :  ])at  were  i-come  so  newe, 

A3einest  heom  of  enguelonde  :  ])e  jwyle  huy  wolden  beo  trewe.      76 

Ake  alas  ^e  muchele  tncherie  :  ])at  ])o  was,  and  jeot  is, 

^at  broujte  ))o  Enguelond  :  al-to  grounde  i-wis  I 

For  ]>e  englische  barones  bi-comen  some  :  on-treowe  and  false  also 

To  bi-trai3e  beom-seolf    and  heore  kyng   :   ])at  so  muche  heom 

truste  to.  80 

H  ])is  Noreinauns  and  ])is  Englische  men  :  ane  dai  of  bataile  buy 

nome, 
]9are  ase  fe  Abbeie  of  ^  bataille  is  :  ate  daye  to-gadere  huy  come, 
To  grounde  huy  smiten  and  slowen  al-so.  :  ake  alas  ))ulke  stounde, 
)}at  Enguelond  was  ]>oru}  tresoun  :  ))are  i-broujt  to  grounde !  8  4 

For  )>ulke  |>at  ^e  king  truste  to  :  failleden  him  wel  faste ; 
So  )>at  he  was  bi-neo^  i-broujt :  and  ouer-come  at])e  laste 
And  to  grounde  i-broujt,  and  alle  his  :  and  al  Enguelond  also, 
In-to  ynecou))e  mannes  honde  :  ))at  no  ri^ht  ne  hadden  ))ar-to ;        83 
And  neuer-eft  [it]  ne  cam  a-)ein  :  to  rijhte  Eyres  none — 
Vnkuynde  Eyres  3eot  huy  beoth))  :  ore  kingues  echone, 
And  nei^h-^wat  alle  ))is  hei3e  Men  :  and  of  ])e  lo^we  al-so.  Cfo^*  ^3 

For  willam  liet  [him]  crouni  king  :  ))o  ))e  bataile  was  al  i-do,  92 

And  bi-eette  al  enguelond  :  with  men  of  o)>ere  londe — 
Neuereft  to  is  cuynde  heritage  :  ne  cam  it,  ich  onder-stonde. 
IT  pis  willam  bastard,  )>at  was  king  :  seth]>e  him  onder^tod 
pat  he  mid  ynri3hte  hadde  i-sched  :  mani  ane  mannes  blod :  96 

And  ^are  as  ^  bataille  was  :  ane  Abbei3e  he  liet  a-rere, 
pat  "])e  Abbeie  of  pQ  bataille"  is  i-cleoped  :  ])at  wel  noble  stand 

3eot  ])ere ; 
for  heore  soulene  he  as  liet  a-rere  :  ))at  he  with  ynri3hte  ))are  a-slou3  ; 
Ake  euere  he  heold  forth  ^  kynedom  :  of  enguelonde  with  wou}.  100 
U  Ake  sone  so  he  was  king  i-mad  :  and  al  enguelond  bi-sette, 
Ase  he  wolde,  with  straunge  men  :  and  no  man  ne  mi3hte  him  letto, 
pis  holie  Bischop  seint  wolston  :  wel  ofte  him  withseide 
pat  he  with  on-ri3hte  hadde  i-do  :  a  swuch  lu])er  dede,  104 

And  spac  Srjein  him  baldeliche  :  and  ne  sparede  for  no  drede — 
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AS    UNFIT. 

For  he  was  ^o  ^e  cuyndeste  englische  man  :  ^at  was  of  enie  manhede. 
And  for  alle  o])ure  weren  deseritede  noijh.  :  fe  king  was  with  heom^ 

wroth  J)  *  r.  him 

pat  he  was  so  luyie  a-drad  of  him  :  and  swor  a-non  is  oth])  108 

To  pulte  him  out  of  is  hischopriche.  :  he  liet  [him]  somoune  al-so 

To  westmunstre,  to  answerien  him  :  of  ]>at  he  him  hadde  mis-do. 

^  Non  nas  noujt  seint  wnlston  :  wel  gret  clerk  in  lore — 

For  )>o  he  scholde  to  scole  gon  :  to  churche  he  ^eode  wel  more.     112 

To  westmonstre  he  cam  to  is  day  :  ase  he  was  i-somoned  er. 

j)e  king  was  in  grete  wrath))e  :  wel  prest  to  kepe  him  ^r, 

And  )>e  hischop  of  CauDterhuri  :  lanfranc  was  is  name, 

And  )>e  hischop  gondolf  of  Roucestre  :  alle  to  don  him  schame.     116 

Seint  wolston  hi-fore  heom  cam  :  |)at  a-^ein  him  weren  so  strongue 

Ase  a  ]>eof  hi-fore  Instise  :  his  dom  to  vnder-fongne. 

f  pe  king  and  ^  Erchehischop  al-so  :  speken  to  him  woides  grete, 

pat  he  scholde,  ase  he  wuyr)>e  was  :  is  hischop-riche  lete ;  120 

For-to  holden  swuch  dignote  :  tb  luyte  he  cou)>e  of  lore, 

And  huy  him  hadden  to  longue  i-])oled  :  And  ]po  nolden  hny  nonmore, 

And  grete  foles  hny  weren  ])at  swnch  a  fol  :  formest  broa3te  in  swch 

mi^hte. 
And  ^if  he  was  folliche  onder-fongue  :  huy  wolden  don  him  out  with 

rijhte.  ^  124 

IT  Seint  wolston  stod  wel  mildeliche  :  and  herknede  al  ]>at  huy  sede— 
Nadde  he  noman  bote  god  :  to  his  answere  him  rede. 
"  Sires,"  he  seide,  "ri3ht  it  is  :  J)at  ich  eoure  heste  do. 
For,  sire  king,  ))ou  art  mi  souerein  :  and  ))e^  erchehischop  al-so.    128 
J5e  Croce  ich  hahbe  jare  i-bore  :  fat  je  i-seoth|>  here,  lo,  » r.  ^a 

A-knowe  ich  am  and  wel  ich  wot  :  fat  i-nam  nou^t  wuyrfe  fer-to ; 
3  wane  je  wollez  fat  ich  as  bi-leue  :  ase  man  fat  vnwurfe  is, 
Wel  fain  i-chulle  eouwer  heste  do  :  ase  mine  souereines,  i-wis.       132 
Vn-bou^lisome  to  holie  churche  :  i-wis  i-nelle  be  nou^t : 
To  ^clden  hire  up  ase  ^e  me  hotez  :  ich  habbe  as  here  i-brou^t. 
f  Ake,  for  ^e  ne  token  as  me  nou3t  :  I  nelle  eou  take  non, 
Ake  him  fat  as  me  bi-tok  :  bi-fore  eov  euerech-on  :  136 

pe  guode  Man  fat  as  me  bi-tok  :  jeonde  he  lijthf  wel  stille, 
Ich  as  wulle  him  taken  up  :  and  f  anne  ich  do  eoure  wille.** 


8T.  WUIfiTAK  KI8P8  BI8  SBB,  THROUGH  A  MIRAOLS  AT  75 

ST.  Edward's  tomb. 

If  To  seixit  EdwHides  toumbe  lie  wende  :  ])at  was  of  Marbre-ston, 
A^  nam  up  is  eroiz  wel  mildeliche  :  and  smot  pe  point  ])a^on.  ^r.aiid? 
])e  staf  wende  into  p^  marbreston  :  ase  it  were  in  nesche  sonde, 
And  ])o  beo  was  inne  deope  i-non^  :  fe  guode  Man  bine  liet  stonde. 
"  Nou/'  be  seide,  *'  icb  bini  babbe  bi-take  :  bim  )>at  as  tok  me 
And  bi-fore  eoT  bere  :  i-jollden  op  }e  dignete.  144 

Takez  as  non))e  ^wam  ^e  woUez  :  som  ])at  bet  beo  in  lore, 
And  babbez  guod  dai  nou))e  enerech-one —  :  je  ne  monwen  escbe  me 

non-more." 
U  IAb  holie  Man  wende  fortb  :  a-mon[g]  beom  alle  wel  sof te. 
]9at  folk  stod  ase  it  were  i-nome  :  and  bi-beolden  ]>e  croce  wel  ofte, 
boa  beo  stod  in  ])e  Marbre-ston  :  so  deope  and  so  faste ; 
Of  ])e  Miracle  beom  wondrede  alle  :  and  some  weren  sore  argaste.  150 
Some  wenden  ^ar-to  sons  :  fe  croce  np  for-to  drawe : 
pare  nas  non  so  strong  of  beom  :  Jmt  mijbte  bire  enes  wawe.        152 
bay  pomedden  er  sire  Gondolf :  biscbop  of  roncestre, 
]9at  be  scbolde  aftor  seint  wolston  :  beon  Biscbop  of  wirocestre  : 
U  pe  ErcbebiBcbop  aros  bim  up  :  to  saisi  )>e  croiz  a-non, 
pe  Biscbop  of  Koucestre  wel  baldelicbe  :  ))adere-ward  gan  gon,     156 
))e  croiz  be  nam  and  faste  he  drou^  :  in  ))e  Marbre-ston  : 
be  ne  mijbte  bire  non3t  enes  wawien.  :  ))at  folk  wondrede  ecb-on, 
And  ^re-a-boute  wel  ))icke  omen  :  )^t  wonder  for-to  seo. 
po  ))e  king  and  |)e  Ercbebiscbop  i-seijen  :  ))at  non  o^ur  it  ne  mi^bte 

beo,  160 

beom  of-]K)n3te  beore  dede  :  and  after  seint  wolstan  sends. 
And  ^at  buy  wolden  in  faire  manere  :  beore  trespas  a-mende. 
U  pe  Messagers  i-redie  weren  :  and  aftor  bim  sons  wenden. 
3eot  |)is  bolie  Man  for  al  ^  gait  :  is  heorte  to  beom  bende,  164 

And  seide,  "  iob  mot  nede  do  :  mine  soaereines  wills ; " 
To  coart  be  wende  a-jein  to  beom  :  wel  mildelicbe  and  stills. 
]po  be  was  to  ooart  i-come :  bay  arrisen  a-^ein  bim  ^re, 
pe  king  and  ^e  Ercbebiscbop  al-so  :  and  opete  Jnit  ^are  were ;       168 
Witb  gret  bonnr  bay  cleopeden  bim  fortb^  :  and  for-jiaenesse  bim 

bede. 
And  boden  a-mendi  a-jein  him  :  al  beore  grete  misdede. 
And  beden  him  nime  a-jein  is  croce  :  and  don  bi  beore  rede^ 


76  ST.  WULSTAN's  HBALINa  POWBB.      HIS  DEATH  (iN   1095). 

For  he  was  bet  wuyrj)e  ]>aTe-to  :  Jane  ani  ofur,  huy  seide.  172 

II  ''  Nai  certes,  sires/'  quath  seint  wolston  :  *'  Jat  nere  me  noujt  to  do : 

Ich  wot  wel  )>at  je  seiden  soth  :  pai  i-nam  nou^t  wujrjye  paie4o ; 

Ake  nimeth  3wam  eower  wille  be  :  an  o)>ur  ]>at  conne  more." 

pe  kyng  and  ])e  Erchebischop  also  :  beden  bim  milce  and  ore        176 

And  seiden  p&t  fere  nas  non  o)>ur  :  ])at  so  wuyr)>e  were  Jare-to. 

Longue  it  was  are  )>is  bolie  man  :  wolde  beore  wille  do^ ;  &  do  add«d  iat«r. 

Ake,  for-to  obeien  is  souereins  :  be  wende  forth  at]>e  lasts 

And  nam  ))e  croce  wel  mildeliche  :  fare  he  stikede  hire  er  so  faste. 

U  Also  li^htlicbe  ase  ani-Jing  :  ))e  croce  he  gan  up  drawe  [foi.  m] 

pat  so  mani  men  fondeden  er  :  and  ne  mi3hten  hire  enes  wawe.     182 

picke  om  ])at  folk  a-bouten  him  :  and  no  wonder  it  nas  I 

pa  miracle  was  sone  wide  i-kud  :  ]>at  so  apert  was.  184 

Men  anoureden  ))is  bolie  Man  :  al-so  muche  ase  buy  mijbte. 

his  power  )>at  him  was  er  bi-nome  :  he  tok  a3ein  with  ri3hte ; 

A-3ein  to  is  biscbopriche  :  with  gret  honour  he  him  drou3 ; 

his  Couent  vnder-feng  him  fairs  :  with  grete  noblei3e  i-nou3.         188 

f  J^is  bolie  Man  ladde  al  is  lif  :  swy])e  faire  and  clone. 

Sijknesses  ])are  weren  wel  fewe  :  ))at  man  wolde  him  offe  mene, 

)?at  he  no  brou3te  to  bele  a-non  :  |>oru3  ore  louerdes  grace ; 

Sike  men  wel  ]>icke  comen  :  to  him  in  eche  place,  192 

Deue  and  doumbe  and  blinde  al-so  :  he  hclde  )>oru3  godes  grace 

3  wane  huy  comen  to  him  :  0U3were  in  ani  place. 

So  longue  he  leouede  on  eor)>e  here  :  ))at  he  was  of  grete  elde. 

His  bodi  bi-gan  to  heuegy  swi)>e  :  grete  feblesse  he  Relde.  196 

f  A  slou3  feuero  him  cam  on  :  ])at  ne  nam  him  nou3t  ful  strongue, 

Ac  beo  made  is  bodi  to  melte  a-wei —  :  ])at  lasts  swi^  longue. 

Seue  ni3ht  bi-fore  ])at  bo  deide  :  his  bre))ren  be  liet  fette  alle 

And  liet  bim  alle  is  ri3btes  do  :  and  seide  3wat  heom  scholde  bi-falle. 

Out  of  ))i3  world  to  heouene  he  wende  :  |>are  he  scbal  ay  bi-leue, 

In  ))e  Mon|)e  of  leneuer^  :  a-seint  Fabianes  eue,  [^  19  Jan.]         202 

H  A  ))ousend  3er  and  nie  hundret  :  and  foure  ))are-bi-fore 

It  was  ])at  ore  swete  louerd  :  on  vrj^e  was  i-bore,  204 

In  ))e  teo])e  3ero  also  :  of  ])c  kincdom 

Of  willam  pe  rede  king  :  fat  aftur  willaw  bastard  cam^ ;  Jrriuen  toooeiSi. 

he  hadde,  are  he  beonne  i-wende  :  fouie  and  |)ritti  3er 
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And  four  Mon))es  and  four  dawes  :  i-beo  in  worlde^  her ;  '  MSlbUhcp*  **"**' 

Fourscore  3er  he  was  old  :  and  seuene  al-so  neijh 

Are  he  wende  out  of  ))is  lijf  :  to  ))e  loye  of  heuene  an  heij. 

If  ]9o  )>is  holie  man  was  ded  :  )>e  Monokes  comen  sone 

In  ))e  priorie  of  wirecestre  :  and  duden  ]>at  was  to  done  :  212 

Wuschen  ))at  bodi,  ase  it  was  rijbt  :  and  to  churche  it  here ; 

l)e  Monekes  alle  with  gret  honour  :  ))at  is  bre))erne  were, 

pe  seruise  a-bouten  him  huy  duden  :  ase  it  was  wel  rijht, 

And  to  seggen  heore  sau teres  al-so  :  ])are-bi  huy  woken  a-ni^ht.      216 

IF  ]9o  it  was  wel  with-inne  ni3ht  :  ase  huy  seiden  in  heore  boke, 

heom  luste  slepe  8wi])e  wel  :  )>at  ynne])es  huy  mi^hten  loke, 

And  some  ne  mi3hten  nou^t  fur-bere  :  ake  leijen  and  slepen  faste, 

Some  ase  it  were  in  dweolkningue  :  heore  eijene  to-gadere  huy  caste. 

]9at  holie  bodl,  ])at  lai  ])are  ded  :  a-mong  heom  in  ))e  here, 

A-ros  up  wel  mildeliche  :  ase  ]>ei  it  a-liue  were,  222 

And  a-weijhte  heom  euer-ech-on  :  and  bi-gan  at)>on  ende 

And  al  along  ))e  rewe  :  ])oru3  |>e  queor  he  gan  i-wiende ;  224 

And  euere  ase  he  a-wei3hte  heom  :  sumdel  he^  gan  heom  chide 

)?at  huy  nolden  with  heore  slep  :  heore  ri3hte  tyme  a-bide.       >  rapencr. 

II  So  muche  [was]  is  holi  heorte  :  pQ  ordre  for-to  wite  [foi.  m  bj 

)?at  he  nolde,  pei  he  were  ded  :  his  bre))eme  fur-3ite  1  228 

pis  Miracle  was  sone  i-kud. :  ase  ri3ht  was  pai  it  were. 

At  wirecestre  he  was  i-bured  :  and  3uyt  he  liht  ^re. 

))are  Man  may  for  is  holie  bodi  :  mani  fair  Miracle  i-seo. 

Kou  god  g;raunti  ]»at  we  mote  with  him  :  in  ])e  loye  of  heouene  bea 

21    MatheiL 

SEint  Matheu  pQ  Ewangelist  :  apostel  he  was  and  is,^  >  oi.  i-wit 

Ewangelist  and  eke  a-postle  :  for-so)>e  he  was  and  ia : 
Ewangelist,  for  he  godspelles  made  :  ))at  men  doth  ofte  rede, 
Apostely  for  ore  louerd  here  on  vr])e  :  seint  Matheu  with  him  gan  lede. 
For  ase  ore  louerd  eode  oner  lond  :  seint  Matheu  he  saij  hi  cas 
hb  mester  don  of  walkingue  :  for  a  foUare^  he  was,  ^  at.  toiian 

Fals  and  trichor  of  is  werk  :  and  liuede  bi  falshede. 
Ore  louerd  him  hiet  bi-leue  is  weork  : ''  cum  siwe  me/'  he  seide.       8 
And  he  bi-lefde  fo  is  weork  :  and  wiz  ore  louerd  eode, 


i 
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And  IB  false  master  liet :  for  he  nadde  ])er-to  non  neode. 

H  Fair  forebisne  ore  louezd  jaf  :  alle  sunfole  men  ^o, 

3 wane  he  ane  so  sunfole  Man  :  het  with  him  go  1  12 

Seint  Matheu  is  sunues  bette  :  and  tok  to  cristindonii 

And  siwede  ore  louerd  swij)e  faste  :  and  is  Apostel  bi-com.— 

Seth]}e  ])o  ore  louerd  was  into  :  heouene  i-wend, 

))e  Apostles  weren  ])o  wel  wide  in  londe  :  for-to  prechie,  i-send.       16 

In-to  ])e  londe  of  Ethiope  :  seint  Matheu  sone  jede, 

to  p7*echie  men  to  cristinedom  :  ase  it  was  wel  gret  neode. 

If  He  founde  tweie  Injure  men  :  and  strongue  wichchene  Jyere, 

Zaroen  and  Arphaxat  :  pai  ]>e  deueles  limes  were,  20 

patf  ase  huy  wolden,  in  grete  siknesse  :  manie  men  hadden  i-do 

And  manie  men  pom^  pQ  feonde  :  i-helde  huy  hadden  al-so. 

Alle  ])at  ]>e  lu)>ere  men  :  in  siknesse  brou^te, 

Seint  Matheu  heom  helde  a-non  :  and  wel  clene  heom  out  soujte.   24 

Sorie  weren  pia  lu))ere  Men  :  huy  nusten  jwat  was  to  done  : 

Tweie  dragones,  )>at  feondes  weren  :  to  heom  huy  cleopeden  sone, 

]9at  casten  brumston  and  fuyr  :  and  [slowe]^  jend  al  )>e  londe       ^om. 

Mannes^  bestes  ])ere-with  wel  ])icke —  :  heom  ue  mi3hte  no  ^ing  at- 

Stonde.  ^  r.  idmi  and  28 

II  ])is  lu))ere  men  nomen  ])e  dragones  to  heom  :  for  huy  scholden  to- 

drawe 
pane  Apostel  seint  Matheu  :  and  bringue  him  of  lijf-dawe. 
po  seint  Matheu  )>is  i-heorde  :  baldeliche  he  gan  gon, 
))e  signe  he  made  of  ^e  croiz  :  and  to  heom  wende  a-non.  32 

A-non  so  ))e  dragones  him  i-sei^en  :  to  is  fet  huy  fullen  a-doun, 
huy  ne  mi3hton  heom  wawien  hider  ne  )>uder  :  ane  fot  for  al  ])e  toun. 
"  loy  je  wrechches/'  quath  ))e  apostle  :  to  )>e  lu]>ere  men  tweie, 
I    "  3ware  is  nouj^e  al  eouwere  mi3hte  ?  :  ouer-come  je  beoth))  beine.    36 
^   U  3if  i-nadde  nouj^e  mine  louerdes  grace  :  for  eou  jeome  bi-sou3t, 
On  eov-Bulf  it  scholde  nou))e  bi-falle  :  ase  3e  hadden  bi  me  i-|>ou3t. 
pis  twei  lu])ero  dragones  :  pai  ^e  habbuth  hidere  i-brou3t, 
A-rereth  heom  3if  30  mowen  :  o])ur  eower  art  nis  nou3t/'      [foi.  si]    40 
U  Euere  stoden  pia  wrechche  men  :  ri3ht  ase  huy  weren  i-nome, 
huy  weren  of  seint  Matheu  a-ferde  sore  :  and  heolden  heom  ouer-come. 
Seint  Matheu  '])is  tweie  dragones  :  ))oru3  lesu  cristes  lore 
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Out  of  fe  londe  heom  drof  a-non  :  ))at  liuy  ne  comen  )>ere  non-more. 

he  wende  a-boate  and  prechede  :  and  ])e  tweie  schrewene  liet  go — 

Ouer^comene  wiechches  ase  hoi  weren  :  nas  heom  nener  er  so  wo.  46 

U  Hit  bi-feol  )>at  fe  kingues  sone  :  of  ^  londe  was  ded. 

Sone  )>is  tweije  deoueles  limes  :  to-gadere  nomen  bore  red  *  Mig.  heom  48 

And  wenden  ]>udere,  3if  buy  mijbten  :  )K)ru3  beore  art  bim^  a-rere ; 

And  buy  maden  beore  encbauntement  :  ase  fe  deuel  beom  gan  lere. 

Ake  ))at  cbild  lai  euere  ded —  :  for  beore  mijhte  nas  rijtb  noa3t. 

poruj  ))e  kingue  buy  weren  i-nome  :  and  in  strongue  prisone  i-brou3t. 

U  j>e  king  sende  aftur  seint  Matbeu  :  ase  men  of  bim  tolde, 

3if  be  nii3bte  is  sone  arere —  :  for  be  was  so  wis  i-bolde. 

}>o  seint  Matbeu  ))udere  cam  :  to  ore  louexd  be^  dude  is  bone    ^  ms.  bM> 

And  a-rerde  ))at  cbild  :  fram  de^  to  Hue  wel  sone ;  56 

peX  cbild  a-ros  and  berede  god  :  i-bore  of  mayde  marie. 

A-non  so  )>e  king  ))is  i-sei3  :  wel  loude  be  gan  to  crie : 

"  For-sofe,**  be  seide,  **  icb  i-seo  :  fat  Matbeu  a  god  is ; 

l)ei  be-beo  bere  in  mannes  fourme  :  be  is  a  god,  i-wis !  60 

U  Anonre  we  bim  ase  it  is  ri3bt  :  witb  seluer  and  with  golde." 

buy  offreden  to  him  tresor  i-nou3  :  more  |>ane  be  a-fongue  wolde. 

**  Nai  certes/'  quath  |>is  holie  man  :  "  god  nam  icb  nou3t, 

Ake  godes  seriaunt  )»t  here  on  eor))e  :  to  de|>e  was  i-brou^t.  64 

ho^so  wole  on  bim  bi-lieue  :  to  beoueno  be  scbal  i-wieude. 

And  bo-so  nele  nou^t,  be  worth  i-wis  :  in  pine  witb^uten  ende." 

So  ^t  ])e  king  and  alle  liis  :  i-cn'stnede  of  bim  were. 

Witb  |>e  tresor  ^t  men  bim  brou3te  :  a  fair  churche  be  liet  a-rere.  68 

H  In  ))ritti  dawes  beo  was  arerd —  :  so  gret  bel[p]  ))are  was  to  ; 

pate  ]>e  king  and  is  beore  beden  bede  :  and  alpe  contrei3e  al-so. 

Aftur  pe  tuei3e^  encbauntours  :  seint  Matbeu  liet  sende,        *  Ms.trai^ 

Zaroes  and  Arpbaxat  :  and  made  heom  |>annes  wiende.  72 

Into  pe  londe  of  perce  :  buy  wenden  witb  scbame  i-noT ; 

pere  )?at'folk  mis-bi-leued  :  wel  )>icke  a-boute  beom  drov. 

U  Setb]>e  seint  symon  and  seint  lude  :  to  peroe  ]>ene  wei  nome 

And  f  ulke  two  encbauntonis  :  to  grounde  buy  oueiwsome,  76 

ptae  buy  nenoreft  cristine  Men  :  non  a-nuy  ne  wrou3to, 

Ase  Man  mai  in  beore  line  inseo  :  bo-so  ]>are-after  80U3te. — 

Seint  Matbeu  in  Ethiope  :  pe  kingues  dou3ter  nam, 


80      ST.  MATTHEW   HELPS  THE  KINO  OF  ETHIOPIA'S  DAUOHTBB  TO 

KEEP  HEB  VOW  OF  CHASTITY. 

])at  of  hire-seolf  was  a  clene  ])ing  :  and  ^af  hire  cn'stinedomf  80 

A^  made  hire  a-uouwe  chastete  :  and  clene  lif  to  lede.  ir.andr 

])at  inaide  was  wel  a-paid  euere-aftur-ward  :  of  ])at  ilke  dede. 
U  A  king  of  an  o))ur  londe  :  is  loue  on  hire  he  caste 
And  wolde  ire  habbe  to  his  spouse  :  and  wowede  hire  wel  faste.      84 
])o  p'lB  inaide  nolde  is  wills  do  :  to  seint  Matheu  he  jeode        lUL  n  b.3 
])at  he  scholde  in  his  half  beo  :  and  bed  him  grete  mede. 
H  "  Cum/'  quath  seint  Matheu,  '*  )>ilke  dai  :  and  ich  hire  woUe  lede 
pai  heo  heolde  hire  spoushod  :  and  ))are-inne  hire  l\jf  lede."  88 

pe  king  was  glad  and  wende  wel  :  ])at  he  bi  him  it  seide, 
\)ai  he  woldo  Lire  to  him  rede —  :  ake  he  nolde  nou)t  don  so  to  quede^ 
pQ  king  cam  aday,  and  mucho  folk  :  with  him  he  gan  bringue. 
And  l^is  maide  cam  al-so  :  to  hure  seint  Matheus  prechingue.  92 

Seint  Matheu  stod  aud  prechede  :  p&t  folk  al  a-brod  : 
Mest  he  preisede  of  all e  )>ingue  :  in  is  sarmuu  spoushod, 
'And  |>at  ]>67*e  nas  no  lijf  so  guod  :  ])are  it  was  trewe  and  clene. 
pQ  kyng  was  glad  and  hopede  wel  :  ])at  he  it  dude  bi  him  mene,     96 
For  ^at  Maide  scholde  :  to  him  i-wcdded  beo ; 
Seint  Matheu  ho  louede  muche  :  and  hopede  is  wille  i-seo. 
H  So  ))at  seth]>e  seint  Matheu  :  is  precliingue  for]7ere  drouj 
And  seide,  ^  ^if  )>e  king  hadde  a  wif  :  ])at  he  louede  i-nouj,  100 

And  a  fol  come  in  spousbruche  :  and  lei^e  bi  is  wiue, 
pQ  king  wolde  beo  wroth  i-nou3  :  and  bringue  him  of  Hue, 
For  he  him  hadde  is  wijf  bi-nome  :  and  imad  hire  don  amis. 
Of  pe  hei^e  king  of  heouene  :  also  it  fareth,  i-wis  :  104 

3if  he  hath|>  a  guod  spouse  :  pat  ledeth  clene  lijf, 
A"''  |>are  come  forth))  a  fol  :  and  bi-nime  him  is  wijf, 
To  strongue  dej^e  he  wolde  him  bringue  :  and  to  j^e  pine  of  helle  al-so. 
])are-fore  ech  man  beo  i-war  :  |>at  he  swuch  ])ing  ne  do."  108 

U  J30  J)e  kin[g]  i-heorde  fis  :  sons  he  onder-stod 
p&t  it  was  ri3ht  bi  him  i-seid.  :  for  wrath])e  he  was  nei^h  wod, 
And  s wor  fat  he  nolde  bli)>e  beo  :  are  he  were  ^  awxeke.   *  ms.  he  wn  a  wtr« 
For[th]^  he  wende  and  bi-gan  a-non  :  seint  Matheus  dethf  bi-speke. 
piB  guode  man  nas  no-]>ing  aferd  :  he  prechede  euere  faste         ^  ms.  for 
And  confortede  pat  clene  maide  :  fat  ire  heorte  bpon  him  al  caste. 
U  )?is  Maide  feol  doun  to  is  fet  :  and  on  him  ^eorne  gradde ; 
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Euere  ])is  guode  man  hire  bi-sou)te  :  ]>at  heo  clene  lijf  ladde.         116 

Seth))e  lie  wende  and  grei])ede  him  :  is  masse  forte  singue. 

lu))ere  Men  i-redie  weren  :  i-sende  ]>oni3  )>e  kingue. 

Ei^ht  ase  he  stod  at  is  Masse  :  on  of  heom  forth])  wende 

And  smot  him  )>oru-out  with  a  swerd  :  and  alle  his  gottes  to-rende : 

For  he  smot  him  In  at])e  Eugge  :  and  at^  wombe  out. 

po  pe  guode  Man  a-slawe  was  :  )>e  schrewe  was  wel  prout. 

U  pat  folk  ])at  cristine  was  :  wel  ))icke  it  cam  a-non 

J3e  kingues  paleis  for-to  brenne  :  and  to  a-quelle  is  men  ech-on.     124 

Ake  seint  Matheus  desciples  :  for-boden  heom  ech-one 

poi  buy  ne  dudon  no  such  ))ing  :  ake  lieten  god  wmpe  al-one. 

buy  wenden  and  nomen  ]>is  holie  bodi  :  and  8wi])e  faire  on  eor])e  it 

broujte. — 
pe  king  ^uy t  hi  al  is  mijte  :  after  ))at  maide  jeome  soujte.  1 28 

Ake  ])o  he  ne  mi^hte  in  none  manere  :  to  is  wills  hire  i-winne, 
he  wende  forth  and  sette  a-fuyre  :  ])at  hous  pol  heo  was  inne.     [fouss] 
Ake  seint  Matheu  ne  for-jat  nou^t  ))at  Maide  :  ))ei  he  ded  were  :^ 
Fram  heouene  he  a-li3hte  a-doun  to  hire  :  and  is  help  ire  cudde  ])ore^  : 
For  put  f uyr  he  drof  a-3ein  :  to  )>e  kingues  paleis  a-non      ^  orig.  were  ded 
And  f ur-brende  it  al-to  noujt  :  and  is  Men  echon ;  >  added 

V  ynne))e  he  him-sulf  and  is  sone  :  a-scapeden  with  heore  Hue. 
he  mi3hte  segge,  to  wro))erhele  :  he  wilne[de]  aftur  wiue.  136 

For  suyj^e  sone  ))areaf tur-ward  :  Musel  he  bi-cam ; 
And  ])0  he  ne  mijhte  nou3t  beo  hoi  :  gret  deol  to  him  hee  nam, 
With  is  swerd  him-sulf  he  a-slouj  :  and  is  bodi  al-to-rende — 
Nou  god  it  wot  and  seint  Matheu  :  jwodere  is  soule  wende.  140 

]9at  folk  wende  forth  a-non  :  and  made  ane  newe  king  wel  bliue, 
pQ  clene  maidenes  bro])ur  i-wis  :  ))at  he  wilnede  so  muche  to  wiue, 
pat  seint  Matheu  pe  apostel  hadde  :  i-cristned  with  is  bonds ; 
3ware-))oru  cristinedom  :  cam  seth))e  into  al  fe  londe.  144 

Nou  lesu  cnst  us  jiue  is  grace  :  ])ulke  loyje  i-winne 
For  fe  loue  of  seint  Matheu  :  ))at  he  woneth  inne. 


s 
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Eint  leger  a  bischop  was  :  and  holi  man  i-nouj ; 
Mani  a  man  J^oruj  is  prechingue  :  to  godes  laws  he  drou:). 
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82      8T.  LEQER  IS  MARTTRSD  BY  EBROIN   (MAIOB  DOMUS  OF  NBUTRIA, 

IN    678).      A  MIRACL& 

A  lu]7ur  lustise  ]»ire  was  nei^h  :  Ebrom^  was  is  name  :  ^r.  stmu 

Men  tolden  him,  ase  he  wende  a-boute  :  of  seint  legexes  fame.  4 

he  liet  him  wel  sone  nime  :  and  bi-fore  him  bringue, 

And  fondede  for-to  tuyme  is  Jyou^t  :  fram  ^  heuene  kingue. 

))o  he  ne  mi3ht;e  ))at  don  nou^t  :  he  was  wroth  inou^ ; 

Ane  IwpBTQ  man  he  cleopede  sone  :  )}at  bo]7e  is  ei^ne  oujt  drou).       8 

IT  ))o  is  ei3ene  in  grete  pine  :  weren  i-holede  out  bo|>e, 

he  gan  pe  more  prechi  of  god.  :  ])aTe-fore  huy  weren  wrojie. 

A  wei  ]>er  was  of  scharpe  stones  :  and  opward  stoden  echon  : 

))are-oppe  ])is  holie  man  :  barefot  huy  maden  gon,  12 

huy  driiien  him  barefot  and  arblend  :  ope  ]7is  scharpe  stones  ]>ere. 

))is  guode  man  eode  wel  baldeliche  :  ase  j^ei  him  no-)»ing  nere, 

And  euere  he  prechede  on  lesu  cr/st —  :  he  ne  bi-lef te  for  no  fere. 

^  For  is  longue  prechingue  pQ  luj^ere  men  :  wroj^est  with  him  were : 

huy  coruen  of  is  tongue  a-non  :  rijht  bi  is  ))rote  a-boue. 

pBxe  schewede  ore  swete  louerd  :  fair  Miracle  for  is  loue  : 

For  ])o  is  tongue  was  of  i-corue  :  jeot  he  prechede  faste 

And  al-so  wel  as  he  dude  er.  :  ])o  weren  pe  schrewes  a-gaste.  20 

huy  bi-speken  to  don  him  more  schame  :  ake  huy  weren  somdel  in 

doute. 
huy  [stojdon^  and  bi-heolden  is  heued  :  and  po^  i-sei^en  huy  J^ard- 

a-boute  ^  unreadable.  *  MS.  ^  f 

A  ro[un]d  croune  and  Bwipe  cler —  :  bri^htore  ne  mi3hte  non  beo, 

)}at  vnnej^e  huy  mi3hten  is  holie  heued  :  for  pe  leome  i-seo.  24 

^  ))is  luj^ere  lustise  het  a-non  :  )}at  men  smiten  of  is  heued. 

Four  tormentores  he  was  bi-take  :  psi  it  nere  nou3t  bi-leued. 

huy  ladden  him  with-oute  toun  :  for-[to]  don  fat  dede. 

Ase  huy  comen  a^midde  pe  wei  :  J^is  holie  man  to  heom  seide :        28 

'*3wat  neodo  is  it  for-to  trauailli  :  ferrore  me  to  lede]  [foLMU] 

Doth))  anon  ])at  36  scholden  do  :  here  ri3ht,  ich  eou  rede." 

j)e  ))reo  quellares  of  ))is  word  :  anon  weren  in  grete  drede : 

To  is  fet  huy  fcollen  a-kneo  :  and  for-3iuene8se  him  bede.  32 

j3are-fore  was  pe  feorfe  wroth  :  forth  he  hupte  sone 

And  smot  of  pe  guode  mannes  heued  :  ase  he  haddo  heste  to  done. 

IT  Sone  fare-aftur  cam  a  fuir  :  ase  it  of  helle  were, 

And  al  quik  f ar-bamde  Iiim  :  and  pe  deuelene  a-wei  him  here.         36 
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Seint  leger  was  wel  faire  i-bnied.  :  is  soule  to  heonene  wende, 

And  for  )»at  bodi,  ase  it  on  eorjie  lai  :  fair  miiacle  ore  louerd  sende. 

IT  j)e  luj^ere  lustite  fai  him  liet  a-quelle  :  pere-oi  heorde  telle, 

two  3er  af tur  ))iilke  tyme  :  ]nit  he  him  liet  a-quelle :  40 

To  is  toombe  ane  knight  he  sende  :  ]>e  Bofe  for-to  fonde. 

})o  pe  kni3ht  to  ^  toumbe  cam  :  )iare-bi  he  gan  stonde, 

**  In  schendnesse,^'  he  seide,  **  mote  he  dei^e :  and  in  stnmgae  de^  al-so 

lio-so  bi-lieueth)i  fai  dede  men  :  ani  miracle  mouwen  do  l"  44 

Wel  fiUiche  also  ^e  toumbe  he  smoi  :  and  ariion-ri^ht  with  jie  dede 

Oppon  him  feol  is  owene  bone  :  ase  he  bad  and  seide : 

For  deuelene  a-strsngleden  him  arnon —  :  for  al  redie  ^are  huy  were, 

And  is  soule,  ase  it  was  ri^ht  :  a-deoele  wei  huj  here.  48 

IT  ))e  lustise  sone  Jyare^iftuz-waxd  :  to  de]>e  was  i-do 

And  a-slawe  in  grete  schendnesse  :  and  a-deuele  wei  w^ide  also. 

)}us  was  ]>e  bischop  seint  leger  :  a-wreke  of  is  £on, 

And  he  him-sulf  to  ^  loie  of  heonene  :  after  is  de))e  gan  gon.        52 

Nou  god  for  }e  lone  of  seint  leger  :  is  swete  grace  us  siende, 

pat  we  aftur  ))us8e  Hue  :  moten  to  fe  loye  of  heouene  wiende. 

23    Sei;it  fld[es]  ^  peoctob.] 

SEinte  Fej,  ^t  holie  Haide  :  of  swi^  hei^e  men  heo  com. 
Swipe  ^ong  in  hire  childhod  :  heo  tumede  to  cnstindom, 
And  holi  lijf  i-nou  heo  kdde —  :  yai  word  sprong  wel  wide 
Of  hise  guodnesse  and  of  hire  holi  l^f  :  arboute  in  eche  side.  4 

IT  A  IxLper  Aumperour  ^are  was  fo  :  ^at  hiet  Dioclician, 
And  is  felawe  pai  was  ai-eo  :  ]»e  schrewe  Maximian ; 
A  lu))ur  lustise  buy  hadden  with  heom  :  is  name  was  dacian : 
To  de^  buy  brou^ten  ^ware  buy  founden  :  ani  crutine  Man.  8 

V  ))e  lustise  Baeian  :  wende  in-tal^  fe  lond  i  -Bin^oai 
And  a-slou)  alle  pe  crtstine  men  ■:  pat  he  oujwere  fond. 

So  pat  he  heorde  telle  :  ase  he  wende  hi  pe  wey, 

Of  piB  holie  maide  and  clene  :  and  i-cmtned,  seinte  Fey.  12 

V  To  ^  toune  ^are  heo  was  inne  :  ase  a  wod  man  he  wende, 

And  burstinde  in  grete  wrath^e  :  is  bedeles  a-boute  he  sende. 

To  crie  a-boute  in  eche  strete  :  jif  men  mijhte  ani  finde 

Cristine  man  o^ur  womman  :  ])at  buy  hcom  scholden  faste  binde    16 

o  2 
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And  bi-fore  him  bringue  haste-liche —  :  ]7at  buy  ne  spaiede  non  I — 
And  bote  buy  wolden  beore  [j^ou^t]  tuyrne  :  ano]7ur  it  scbolde  gon. 
IT  po  ]7e  banne  was  ))us  i-cried  :  ])are  was  loye  I-nouj  [« foL  ss] 

Among  fe  paeyns  euerecbone  :  pat  Man  mstine  men  so  a-slou)  ;^  20 
Ake  seoruwe  and  sor  and  deol  i-nou^  :  among  crtstine  men  ^re  was, 
j)o  buy  seijen  beore  detb  i-come  :  and  non  opva  bote  pare  nas. 
H  Seinte  Fey  was  fuist  i-80U3t  :  for  men  wusten  of  hire  wel  wide, 
loyful  beo  was  and  glad  i-nouj  :  ])o  men  pe  banne  criede ;  24 

Ake  fortb  beo  wende  wel  baldelicbe  :  nolde  beo  nonjt  longne  arbide, 
Ake  profrede  bire  to  fe  tormentores  :  ase  men  sou^ten  hire  wide. 
Witb  bardie  beorte  beo  wende  fortb.  :  ]>e  tormentores  bire  nome 
And  harleden  bire  wel  filliche  :  fortb  toward  bire  dome.  28 

H  \)e  lustise  for  wratbj^e  wende  ^  po  :  beo  bi-fore  bim  come,     ^r.^mada 
beo  made  |>e  eigne  of  ^e  croiz  :  and  blessede  bire  i-lome ; 
beo  bad  ore  louerd  wel  mildelicbe  :  ))at  be  ire  jeue  ^ere 
Studefoste  bi-leue  and  strencj^e  of  beorte  :  pai  beo  ouer-come  nere,  32 
And  in  hire  tormenz  treowe  beorte  :  and  ))at  be  ire  3eae  is  grace 
To  bis  onour  answerie  wel  :  pe  lustise  in  ])at  place. 
H  j)e  lustise  bi-heold  pat  Maide  :  with  ful  sori  chere, 
be  grennede  and  femde  touward  hire  :  ri3ht  ase  be  wod  were :         36 
"  Dameisele/'  he  seide,  "  ^wat  art  ]70u! :  3wat  ])encst)»ou  for-to  dot 
Tel  me  on  3  warn  ]70U  bi-lieuest  :  and  3wat  is  ]7i  name,  al-so." 
**  Sire,"  seide  f  is  holie  Maide  :  "  Fey  ich  hote  nouJ)e, 
And  cn'stine  womman  ich  babbe  i-beo  :  seth))e  ich  ani  guod  coujie.  40 
Mi  name  nolle  ich  nou3t  for-sake  :  no  mi  cnstindom  no]>ur ; 
)^u  mi3ht  )>rctne  al  ))at  )iou  wolt :  of  me  ne  worth  pe  non  o)mr." 
H  ]?o  bi-gan  ^is  Dacian  :  fair  semblaunt  to  make, 
''  Maide,"  he  seide,  "  ich  rede  pe  :  )»at  ])0u  an  o)iur  red  take.  44 

J^ench  ))at  )}ou  art  fair  and  noble  :  and  ))at  pe  bet  bi-come 
A  noble  lauedi  to  been  and  bei3h  :  ))ane  beo  i-brou3t  here  to  dome. 
For  3if  )}ou  wolt  don  aftur  me  :  in  grete  loie  ))on  worst  i-brou3t 
And  in  grete  nobleie,  ase  pe  bi-cometh —  :  ))are-fore  tome  f  i  |K)U3t.** 
U  "  Certes,  sire,"  fis  maide  seide  :  "  ]k)u  spext  embe  nou3t,  49 

For  i-nelle  neuere  him  for-sake  :  ))at  so  deore  me  bath))  a-bou3t ; 
For  ich  babbe  to  him  mi  you  i-maked  :  ]7at  i-nelle  neuere  breke. 
))are^  do elles  3wat ))ou  wolt :  bote ))at  ))0U  J^arof  ne speke;  ^ r.)>ttr»ft>r«  52 
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For  l-4ielle  noujt  honouri  )iine  false  godes.  :  for  in  ))e  santere  it  is 

i-write 
)}at  alle  swuche  Deouele  beoth  :  and  psA,  may  ech  Man  i-wite.'' 
IT  \)o  fierde  pe  Iiistise  ase  he  were  wod  :  and  made  wel  sori  bere, 
And  was  neih^  wod  for  pia  Maide  seide  :  ))at  is  godes  deuelene  were, 
lie  liet  fette  a  bed  of  bras  :  brod  and  hei3h  also, 
And  dude  strepe  J^is  Maide  naked  :  and  in  )>is  barde  bedde  ire  do.  58 
H  ))is  Maide,  po  beo  naked  was  :  with  glad  semblaunt  in  wende ; 
buy  8trei3hten  hire  a-long  and  a-croiz  :  and  gret  f uyr  ])are-onder  tende, 
And  casten  on  grece  riue  i-non3  :  pot  drof  up  so  gret  leije 
})at  yia  maide  )K)U)te  al  arfuyre  :  ase  buy  pat  stoden  ]7are  i-sei^e.      62 
j)e  tormentores  stoden  ))are-bi-side  :  with  kene  oules  and  stronguo 
And  tur[n]den  y&t  Maide  side  and  opnr  :  ouer  pe  fuyre  wel  longue,  64 
)}at  beo  Jioruj  8trenc]>e  of  pe  grece  :  of te  al  a-f  uyre  stod.  [foi.  ss  b.] 

Euere  lai  pat  bolie  Maide  :  ase  hire  nere  nou3t  bote  guod, 
hire  heu  beo  nolde  cbaungl  enes  :  ne  tuyme  hire  ))0U3t ; 
Alle  men  pat  pe  wonder  i-seien  :  pe  encbesun  nusten  nou3t.  68 

V  Cristine  men  manie  :  }k)  buy  herden  telle 
pat  pe  lustise  was  J^udere  i-come  :  with  tormenz  beom  to  quelle, 
buy  omen  out  of  toune  hem  for-to  buyde  :  ech  in  is  side,  for  doute, 
And  lei3en  in  puttes  and  in  olde  dicbes  :  3eon*  al  pe  contreie  a- 

boute.  72 

An  boli  man  ))are  budde  him  so  :  ]^t  men  cleopeden  capras, 
})at  in  pe  north-side  of  pe  toun  :  in  one  olde  roche  be  was. 
IT  He  lai  and  darede  out  of  is  hole  :  ase  he  dorste  for  doute,  >  om.(M>  Ash.) 
And  i-sai3  al  pe  torment  of  seinte  Fey  :  ase  he  [biheold  aboute,^]    76 
hou  men  rosteden  hire  with  fuyr  and  grece  :  and  to-drowen  hire  al-so— 
For  it  was  a  luyte  ^are-binside  :  ))at  p'la  dede  was  i-do. 
Ase  p\a  fuyr  bi-gan  to  brenne  :  ]7is  bolie  man  i-sei3,  >  Ash.  nuide  heo 

A  coluere  J^are  cam,  so  3wijt  so  milk  :  fram  beouene  fleo  on  hei3,    80 
IT  A  croune  of  guold  heo  bar  a-doun  :  ])at  schinde  swijie  bri3bte, 
Bri3btore  ))ane  pe  sonne  leom.  :  oppe  pe  maidenes  heued^  ali3bte 
And  sette  pe  croune  on  hire  heued  :  with  pe  winguen  heo  bleu  faste 
Ajein  ]7at  fuyr,  ase  him  ^U3te  :  )iat  it  ne  mi3hte  nou3t  i-laste —     84 
Fram-ward  ]^t  Maide  heo  bleu  it  euere  :  )iat  it  ne  cam  hire  no-]7ing 

nei)h, 


86 


And  boo  Ui  ^are  in  alle  loje  :  oaa  fia  holie  man  i-eeij}i. 

}]are-foTe  o))uro  )>at  weren  hire  ne^h  :  nnsteu  nonjt  lion  it  waa, 

)>at  )>ou}te  )iat  heo  was  al  a-fuyie  :  and  neueie  ^  wotso  hire  nss.    68 

H  )}iB  holie  man  aeint  capras  :  Jiat  i-sei]h  al  ^ia, 

to  him-seolf  he  eeide,  "ich  a-bide  :  nou  aoae  to  tongue,  i-wia;" 

he  sturte  out  of  pis  deope  Boche  :  and  ^udeie  Oifn]  wel  faato ; 

to  {vis  tormentingue  sone  be  cam  :  noting  him  ne  agaats.  92 

Ixude  he  gradde  with  folle  Month  :  "  Ich  am  cristine  Man, 

I-nelle  for-sake  Ihe«u  crist :  for  drede  of  Dadan. 

To  longue  ich  habbe  heoune  i-beo —  :  Jat  me  foi-Jmnchetb  acre. 

here  is  loye  and  blisse  i-noujh  :  ))at  schal  bringne  na  to  more."       96 

H  Tweie  bre)>ren  ^nre  comen  ))0  al-so  :  seint  Felician 

And  acint  prime  :  ))at  seide  also  to  ^is  Dacian. 

Wod-wroth))  was  Dacian  ))o  :  he  dude  heom  nime  ecb-on, 

Seinte  Fey  and  alle  ^  ojiere  :  and  sroiten  of  heore  heuedes  a-non.  100 

)}e  tormentoies  i-iedie  weren  :  and  gonne  ^at  maide  take 

And  hire  felawes  forth  with  hire  :  ^at  noldea  ore  louerd  for-aake. 

And  Indden  heom  forth  to  beora  ende-day  :  and  heote  benedes  amitea 

In  gret  wrath^e  ech  aitnir  ojmr  :  and  duden  heore  maistrea  bone.    101 
H  To  |)e  loye  of  beonene  a-non  huy  wenden  :  and  ^are  bi-lene  witb- 

outen  ende ; 
Aunglea  ^ore  weren  to  bere  heom  forth^  :  ^at  ore  lonerd  Jiudere  gan 

Blende. 
}je  Iu|iere  men  leten  fe  bodies  ligge  :  Jw  huy  weren  i-bronjt  of  dawe. 
In  a  fold  stude  al  on-bured  :  fare  beetes  heom  acholden  to-diawe.  108- 
Ake  cristine  men  ])at  )iare  weren  nei)h  :  {verto  stelen  bi  nijbte 
And  bureden  heom  in  a  deme  stude  :  aae  noblelicbe  aae  huy  m^bten.* 
Xou  seinte  Fey  and  hire  felawea  :  ore  erinde  beode  so,  [■  ft>i-M] 

J}at  we  moten  to  ^  loye  come  ;  Jtare  buy  beoth  inne  i-do.  112 

24  XI  Hillia  Tirg. 

Ondleuene  (lousend  of  virgines  ;  for  ore  lonerd  i-martrede  were ; 
Telle  i-chulle  of  heore  maityrdora  :  and  ho  heom  ^-to  gan  leie. 
A  kyng  ))are  was  in  Bmtayne  :  aire  Maur  was  is  name; 
Ane  doujtec  he  hadde  ])at  biet  Ourse  :  ^t  was  of  noble  fame ;         4 
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Cristine  heo  was  and  al  hire  kun  :  swi^e  hende  and  quoynte, 

So  fair  womman  Men  nusten  non  :  no  so  guod  in  euerecb  pointe. 

IT  Of  hire  fair-hede  and  of  hire  guodnesse  :  men  tolden  in  eche  side, 

))at  )ie  word  cam  into  Engaelond  :  and  elles-^woder  wel  wide.  8 

A  kyng  ]^re  was  ])0  in  Enguelonde  :  and  Man  of  gret  peer ; 

Gret  nobleie  he  heorde  telle  :  of  ))is  maide  feor  and  ner : 

his  wille  was  gret  ]>at  is  sone  :  ))is  Maide  in  spoushod  hadde. 

Ake  Men  ]>e  }uyt  in  Enguelond  :  mstinedom  non  nadden.  12 

IT  \)e  king  of  enguelond,  )»at  was  )»o  :  to  ]>e  kyng  of  Bratayne  gan 

siende 
For  is  doubter  to  is  sone  :  yai  was  is  heyr  so  hende ; 
And  seide,  jif  p&t  he  ]mre-a)en  were  :  )iat  |>e  dede  nere  i-do, 
him  and  alle  his  he  wolde  destruy^e  :  and  al  his  lond  al-so.  1 6 

j)o  yid  Messagers  comen  to  ))i8  kyng  :  and  heore  erinde  hadden  i-seid, 
Sori  and  dreori  was  ))is  king  :  he  ne  conpe  ^are-of  no  red  : 
For  fe  king  of  Engaelond  :  was  hej^ne,  and  alle  his, 
And  for  he  waste  wel  ))at  is  doa^hter  nolde  :  i-wedded  beo,  i-wis,  20 
And  also,  for  ]7e  kyng  of  Engaelond  :  was  of  so  gret  mi^hte 
)}at  he  no  strencj^e  ne  mi^hte  habbe  :  a^ein  him  for-to  fi^hte. 
And  na]>eles  Triwes  of  is  answere  :  s^ein  ^e  messagers  he  nam. 
Deol  and  sor  and  luyte  gladnesse  :  in  is  heorte  ^are  cam !  24 

IT  He  ne  tolde  no-])ing  is  dou3ter  fore  :  of  )»is  reuful  cas ; 
3eome  he  bad  god  ni3ht  and  day  :  for  he  redles.was, 
And  criede  on  him  swi]>e  reufulliche  :  ]>at  he  him  scholde  rede. 
A  ni^ht  an  Aungel  to  is  donjter  cam  :  and  ^eos  wordes  to  hire  sede : 
'*  Ne  beo  povL  nought  a-jein  |)i8  sonde  :  Ake,  J^ine  fader  forto  paye^ 
Graunte  i-wedded  for-to  beo  :  and  bide  y&t  he  it  delaije  30 

Ane  l^reo  ^er,  ]>at  )iou  monwe  ye  ^wile  :  pi  Maiden-hod  anonre ; 
And  )>at  buy  pe  parchace  clone  maidenes  :  with  pe  to  habbe  in  pi 

boure :  32 

^  And  ]>at  pe  king  of  Enguelonde  and  is  sone  :  and  ))i  fader  beon  alle 

at  one  rede 
\)e  for-to  cheose  ten  clene  Maidenes  :  with-oute  eohe  wicke  dede  ; 
Jwane  30  Endleue  to-gadere  beoth)»  :  ^at  huy  eou  finden  jeot  )»er-to 
Euer-ech  of  eov  a  ]>ousend  maidenes  :  to  semi  eou  al-so,  36 

j)a.t  3  wane  30  alle  to-gadere  beoth  :  pai  ech  mouwe  in  is  side 
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Iionouri  hire  Maiden-bod  and  )iin  :  ))at  it  beo  couth  wel  wide, 
So  ))at  Men  ne  mouwen  Maide  non  :  alosed  finde^  ajein  ]^ ; 
And  ]7at  be  wolle  cnstine  bi-come  :  pi  louerd  )»at  scbal  beo.  40 

In  yis  foreward  graunte  him  :  aftur  ]7e  J^ridde  ^ere  ^  fliid«  orwUiMd 

I-spoused  to  bcon  in  godes  lawe —  :  And  ne  haue  |)erof  no  fere  ! " 
})o  pat  maide  i-heorde  pia  :  glad  beo  was  of  is  lore,  [foi.  5i  b.] 

)}at  beo  wuste  3ware-witb  beo  mi3bte  :  bringue  hire  fader  of  is  sore. 
^  Sone  beo  wende  to  hire  fader  :  and  bad  ))at  be  ire  telle  scbolde 
3wy  pat  be  so  mourninde  3eode.  :  be  seide  )iat  he  nolde.  46 

**  Icb  wot  wel  J)i  fou^t,"  fat  maide  seide  :  "  fei  fou  it  holde  stille. 
Of  J'i  sonde  ne  haue  no  doute  :  icbulle  don  al  ))i  wille."  48 

j)o  bi-gan  beo  tellen  him  in  3wucbe  manere —  :  ase  pe  Aungel  hire 

badde  i-seid — 
beo  wolde  liabbe  ]7ene  bei3e  Man  :  3if  ]7at  it  were  is  red, 
IT  Welle,  glad  was  pe  kyng  :  ]70  ]7at  he  ibeorde  pla ! 
j)Q  Messagers  be  3af  Answere  :  sone  with  gret  blis.  52 

j)o  buy  [it]  broujten  pe  kingues  sone  :  pQ  tij^ingue  wel  him  payde. 
Sone  he  liet  Baptizen  him  :  for  loue  of  ))at  Maide ; 
And  poTu^  is  fader  and  ]7oru3  him  :  and  ))oru3  pe  of ur  kingue 
Endleue  fousend  of  clone  maidenes  :  to  fis  maide  buy  gaonne  bringue. 
beo  was  glad  of  pe  compaygnie  :  fat  so  fair  to  hire  cam ! 
Sone  beo  bigan  in  priueite  :  telle  beom  of  crtstinedom ;  58 

)}at  for  hire  loue  and  for  hire  precbingue  :  alle  cnstine  buy  were. 
Louerd,  3wuch  a  compaygnie  :  of  clene  maidenes  was  fere  !  60 

IT  So  gret  loye  f  e  king  of  is  dou3ter  badde  :  and  of  ire  faire  ferrade, 
)}at  bo  liet  beom  makien  a  quoynte  schip  :  of  ^  lengf  e  and  of  brede, 
})at  buy  scbolden  in  f  e  se  :  plei3e,  3wane  buy  wolde,  ^  oi.  of gnt 

j)8Lt  ech  man  a-londe  and  in  watere  :  beore  mayden-hod  pre[i]8ie 

scholde.  64 

buy  souDguen  ofte  a- watere  and  eke  a-lond  :  and  troches  buy  gonne 

lede 
And  of  ur-manere  faire  pleies  :  and  al  was  of  clene  dedes. 
^Icte  and  drinke  stillelicbe  :  to  f  e  schip  buy  lieten  bringue 
To  f  reo  3eres  sustinaunce  :  with-oute  leue  of  f  e  kingue.  68 

U  A  dai  buy  wenten  into  fe  se  :  and  pleiden  beom  up  and  doun-^ 
For  loye  fere  stoden,  to  bi-bolden  beom  :  Men  of  mani  a  toun. 
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WHERE   POPE  OTRIAO  JOINS   THEM. 

Ase  buy  weren  in  meat  loye  of  plei :  ore  louerd  ane  wynd  sonde, 
J^t  drof  heom  feor  into  ))e  se  :  ]^t  men  nusten  ^wodere  buy  wende. 
Welle,  glade  were  ))is  maydenes  ]k)  !  :  ]7e  wind  heom  drof  wel  bliue, 
To^  ))e  cite  of  coloyne  :  formest  buy  gonne  ariue.  >  ai.  ate  74 

^  To  Damoysele  ourse,  )>o  kyngues  doujhter  :  an  Aungel  cam  ]>ere 
And  bad  bire  lede  wel  bire  compaygnye  :  for-to  buy  i-martrede  were ; 
And  seide  ))at  buy  scbolden  forj^ere  fare  :  and  alle  a-3ein  wendo, 
And  in  Jiulke  tonne  for  ore  louerdes  loue  :  imartrede  beon  at]>enende. 
Glad  was  ))at  Mayde  for  ))is  word !  :  fortb)»  buy  wenden  a-non. 
At))e  cite  of  Basilie  :  buy  a-riueden  ecb-on.  80 

^  Fram  ]7ulke  Cite  euerecbone  :  a-fote  buy  wenden  to  Eome. 
Gret  loye  made  pe  pope  witb  beom  :  yo  buy  ^udere  come — 
For  manie  of  beom  weren  neijb  bim  sibbe  :  and  for  be  was  of  bru- 

tayne; 
Cyriac  is  name  was.  :  buy  weren  of  bim  wel  fayne.  84 

An  Aungel  cam  to  fe  pope  a  ni^bt  :  and  seide  ))at  be  scbolde 
Witb  ]>is  Maydenes  i-martred  beo  :  for  ore  louerd  it  so  wolde. 
After  ]7at  tyme  ^ia  bolie  man  :  bonourede  beom  pe  more, 
And  precbede  beom  ofte  of  clannesse  :  and  of  ore  louerdes  lore.  [rui.  &5i 
Tweolf  mon]7e  and  endleue  wokes  :  alle  pia  Maydenes  were 
At  Eome  witb  ))is  bolie  pope  :  ))at  beom  dude  wd  lere.  90 

IT  Ake  pe  pope  seint  Ciriac  :  is  conseil  cleopie  gan, 
His  clerkes  and  is  Cardinales  :  and  Mani  on  oj^er  Man  :  92 

Bi-fore  beom  al  la  dignete  :  be  tok  up  at)»en  ende, 
And  seide  be  wolde  in-to  an  o))ur  lond  :  witb  ))is  maydenes  wende. 
IT  \)ia  Cardinales  weren  J^are-a-^ein  :  and  seiden  ^at  be  gan  reue 
Witb  fole  wummen  for-to  go  :  and  is  dignete  bi-leue.  96 

Na)>eles  be  wende  fortb  witb  beom  :  al  a-^ein  beore  rede ; 
]>e  Cardinales  and  is  clerkes  :  gret  scbame  ^are-fore  bim  seide. 
Tweie  lu^re  princes  ]>are  weren  :  Maximin  and  A£frican, 
povL^ien  pat  ]>is  Maydenes  wolden  :  tuyme  mani  a  man :  100 

To  beore  Mey,  pe  prince  of  Coloyne  :  buy  senden  for-))enK)ne 
j)B,t  be,  ^wane  buy  ]mdere  comen  :  A-slowe  beom  euerecb-one. 
IT  J^t  cbild  pat  scbolde  pia  Mayde  wedde  :  ase  beo  badde  inseid, 
Kyng  was  i-maud  of  Enguelonde  :  }k)  is  fader  was  ded ;  104 

\)at  ladde  swi^  cbaste  lijf  :  and  longuede  swi)»e  sore 
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With  ^at  clene  Maide  to  speke  and  beo  :  Jjora^  strencj^e  of  godei 

lore. 
An  Anngel  cam  to  him  and  bad  :  ^at  he  on  alle  wise 
his  Moder  and  is  jungneste  soster  :  anon-ri^ht  liete  Baptize  108 

And  he  with  heom  to  Coloygne  :  wiende  with  al  his  mayne 
A-^ein  ia  trewe  spouse,  ^at  was  :  Mayde  Ourse  of  brutayne ; 
)}at  heo^  him  to  hire  leide  faste  :  in  wille  and  eke  in  dede,  >r.b« 

And  endede  heore  lijf  in  godes  seroise  :  ase  heo  heom  wolde  rede. 
^  ))i8  3ongae  with  gret  ioye  dude  :  ]7at  ]>e  Aungel  him  gan  lere  : 
his  moder  and  is  soster  he  nam  :  ))0  huy  i-baptizede  were,  114 

And  ))e  Bischop  Clement  al-so  :  ]>at  i-baptized  heom  hadde, 
Toward  colo3me  forth  with  him  :  a-3en  pis  Maydenes  he  ladde.      116 
Swi]7e  glad  was  ))is  ^ongue  king  :  )k>  he  to  is  lefMan  cam  ! 
And  also  glad  was  ]7at  Maide  :  ])0  heo  sai^h  him  in  crtstinedom ! 
Mest  Ioye  heo  made  with  is  ^ongue  soster  :  )»at  hiet  Florentyne, 
\)&t  heo,  clene  Mayde,  scholde  :  soffrie  dej^es  pine.  120 

IF  Ourse  of  Brutayne  J^ene  ^oungue  king  :  in  grete  Ioye  of  loue  gan 

lere 
)}at  he  him  heolde  faste  to  hire  :  and  ne  bi-lefde  for  no  fere,  122 

Jjat  huy  mi3hten  in  trewe  loue  :  to-gadere  i-martred  beo 
And  wonye  in  lieuene  with  ThesvL  crist  :  fat  bou^te  heom  on  Je  treo. 
Al]7is  grauntede  J^is  ^oungue  king  :  and  is  lefmane  nou^t  ne  wernde ; 
his  furste  ]70U3t  into  treowe  loue  :  and  into  clannesse  he  tumde. 
^  J3e  he)>ene  prince  i-redi  was  :  po  huy  to  Coloyne  come. 
With  manie  luf  ere  hef  cne  Men  :  and  al  p\a  compaygnie  huy  nome, 
And  huweden  and  crieden  on  heom  a-schame  :  and  to  grounde  heom 

a-slowe. 
And  ase  so  fale  wolues  a-mong  lambren  :  heore  flechs  huy  to-drowe. 
j3o  huy  comen  to  fis  clene  fing  :  Maide  Ourse  of  Brutayne, 
J3at  huy  f ounden  so  fair  a  creature  :  of  hire  huy  weren  wel  fa}Tie. 
\)e  prince  hire  nam  and  hire  bi-hiet  :  to  laten  hire  gon  a-liue    [foi-ftsb.] 
And,  for  heo  was  so  fair  and  noble  :  habbe  hire  to  wiue.  134 

IT  pis  Maide  seide  ))at  heo  nolde  to  hire  spouse  :  him  ne  non  oput 

take. 
)}e  prince  nei3h  for  wrathfe  wod  :  po  he  was  so  fur-sake,  136 

he  liet  hire  to  de]>e  scheote  :  with  Aruwene  at])enende 
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IS   WROUGHT  27SAR  THERE. 

And  pvM  heo  and  al  hire  compaygnie  :  to  ]>e  loye  of  henene  gan 

wiende ; 
And  ^  jongue  king  of  Engnelonde  :  and  1b  Moder  also, 
And  is  3ongne  soster  Florentine  :  to  de^  weien  i-do,  140 

And  ]>e  pope  Giriac  :  and  Biachopes  mani  on 
\)8it  for  trewe  hope  of  Martyrdom  :  with  heom  weren  i-gon. 
Ore  louerd  hadde  swi^^  gret  loye  :  of  ]>at  swete  ferrede,  i  ai.oaioQtrd)>« 
]7at  swuch  martyrdom  for  is^  lone  :  a-fengnen  with-onte  drede.    ^  oi-H 
In  pe  to  hondrede  jere^  :  and  ei^te  and  ))ritti]7e  ^ere  >  ai-  om. 

After  ore  lonerdes  bnyrtyme  :  ))is  maidenes  i-martrede  were. 
IT  ))i8  endlene  ^ousend  of  dene  maydenes  :  and  al  }iB  compaygnie 
I-hurede  weren  in  Coloyne  :  in  one  No/tnerie. —  148 

An  Abbot  ]>ere  was  binside  :  ]>at  heoxde  of  J^is  cas, 
And  ofte  of  Jiis  clene  Maydenes  :  foi  gret  Miracle  pere  was  : 
he  bad  ^e  Abbesse  of  Coloyne  :  ]>at  heo  him  gronnti  scholde 
A  bodi  of  pia  clene  Maydenes  :  and  he  wolde  it  don  in  golde.       152 
})o  ])i8  bodi  was  him  i-take  :  twelf  Mon)»e  he  liet  it  beo 
With-oute  seiner  o)>ur  gold  :  in  one  cheste  of  treo. 
IF  ])o  ]ye  twelf  monies  weren  a-go  :  ase  pe  Monekes  weren  ech-one 
A  ny3t  at  Matines,  pia^  holie  bodi :  a-ros  hire  up  allone,  '  us.  )>u  )>u  156 
heo  beu3  hire  to  ^e  hei^e  weued  :  and  wende  mildeliche 
A-mong  al  ]>e  Conent  forth))  :  and  out  wel  stilledliohe.^        >  r.  ttuiaUeha 
)}e  Monekus,  ]>o  buy  ]ns  i-seijen  :  of-dradde  and  sorien^  were :  *  r.Mrto 
buy  eoden  to  pe  cheste  ]>are  heo  [was]  inne  i-leid  :  and  ne  founden 

ire  nou^t  ^re.  160 

^  "  ))i8,"  quath  J>e  Abbod,  "  is  ore  wreche  :  for  we  hire  i-do  nadde 
In  a  schrine  of  gold,  ase  we  bi-heten  :  ^o  we  ire  hidere  ladden." 
To  ^e  Abbesse  of  Coloyne  :  fe  Abbod  wende  a-non 
And  tolde  pia  cas  al-hou  it  was  :  of  ^at  Maide  i-gon.  164 

buy  wenden  forth))  to  ))ulke  stude  :  ))are  heo  was  i-leid  inne  er. 
And  heuen  up  pe  yronwes  lid  :  and  founden  hire  ligge  per 
Faire  and  enene  ase  heo  dude  er —  :  so  ln3rte  lime  ^ere  nas 
]?at  ne  lai  ase  heo  was  f urst  i-leid.  :  a  fair  Miracle  ^re  was !  1 68 

j)e  Abbesse  was  po  awype  glad  :  and  pe  Nonnes  euerechon, 
And  ))onkede  god  of  )>at  faire  Miracle  :  and  hei^e  sounguen  a-non. 
^  ))e  Abbot  bad  ^at  he  moste  habbe  :  pia  holie  bodi  ef  trsone. 
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And  seide  be  wolde  honouri  it  faire  :  ase  he  aujte  for-to  done.       172 

Ake  pe  Abbesse  nolde  gronnti  it  nou3t  :  ne  p&t  couent  noj^ur 

j)&t  efb  it  scbolde  babbe  a-wei  :  fei  be  badde  i-beo  beore  brojiur ; 

For  buy  i-Bei3en  pai  it  was  godes  wille  :  ))at  it  bi-lefde  ))ere. 

pia  Abbod  wende  bim  bom  a-jein  :  witb  wel  dreorie  cbere.  176 

Kou  God  OS  graunti,  jif  is  wille  is  :  fat  we  moten  i-winne 

pe  beije  loye  of  beouene  :  ftae  aUe  ))is  Maydenes  beotb  inne, 

Ne  ]pa,t  we  neuere  ])arof  ne  missen  :  for  none^  sorie  sunne.      ^  us.  noma 

26  Katerine. 

SEinte  Katerine  of  noble  konne  :  cam,  bi  olde  dawe ;  [M.  66] 

Hire  fader  was  king,  bire  Moder  Quyene  :  bo^  of  )»e  olde  lawe, 
\)(i  king  .Coste.  bire  fader  bet.  :  gret  clerk  ))is  Mayde  was; 
})are  nas  non  of  ]>e  seue  . Ars  :  ^at  beo  maister  of  nas.  4 

Iklaxentius  bet  pe  Aumperour  :  In  ecbe  londe  be  let  crie 
)}at  ecb  kynericb  under  bim  :  come  to  Alisaundrie, 
Euerecb  Man  for  is  stat  :  to  don  to  beore  godes  sacrefise ; 
bo-so  i^  lete,  men  scbolde  of  bim  don  :  swy^  strongs  lustise.  8 

po  ecb  lond  was  ]7udere  i-come  :  to  don  beore  lawe, 
Seinte  katerine  wel  barde-licbe  :  to-ward  beom  gan  drawe ; 
bi-balues  beo  stod  and  bi-beold  :  beore  wrecbcbe  gydi-bede, 
beo  sai3  Anouri  pe  Maumates  :  and  manie  crtstine  Men  for  drede«  12 
]?o  badde  beo  gret  deol  in  bire  beorte  :  and  blesse[de]  bire  a-non 
And  fortb  anon  to  ^e  Aumperour  :  baldelicbe  beo  gan  goiL 
"  Sire,"  beo  seide,  "  ricbe  Aumperour   fou   art  :  swi^  noble  and 

bende, 
))oy  scboldest  pi  wisdom  and  pi  wit :  to  some  guode  wende.  16 

J3at  i  segge  for  fe  folic  :  fat  icb  i-seo  eov  do — 
So  mucbe  ff  orrene  folk  :  fov  bast  i-cleopet  pai-io, 
Crete  loie  in  ouwer  beorte  ;  f  is  temple  ^e  makiez  i-fo 
))at  is  ymaud  of  lym  and  ston  :  and  of  ouwer  Maumates  also ;         20 
}wy  ne  bi-bolde  3e  pe  hei3e  temple —  :  for  fer-of  wondri  ov  mai — 
Of  pe  beie  beuene  fat  getb  a-boute  :  a-bouen  eov  ni3t  and  dai, 
Of  Sonne  and  Mone  and  steorrene  al-so  :  fram  pe  este  to  pe  weste 
j)ai  trauaillietb  and  neuere  werie  ne  beotb  :  ne  neuere  ne  babbeth 

reste!  24 
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bi-)}ench  ]>e  wel  and  tame  ]?!  wit  :  to  some  wisdome,  ich  rede, 
And  3 wane  ]>m  owene  In-wit  it  seith  :  ])at  nou3were  nis  swnch  dede, 
Al-mi^ti  god  ]h>u  him  hold  :  )»at  swuch  wonder  can  make ; 
bi-fore  alle  o)»ere  Anoure  him  :  and  )iine  Maumates  for-sake."  28 

With  o])ere  resones  of  clergie  :  p&t  mayde  pro£frede  also 
l)at  heore  godes  nao^tcs  ne  were  :  ])at  heo  Anoureden  heom  to. 
H  ))e  Aumperonr  stod  and  ne  coujie  ]>ar-to  :  Answerie  In  none  wise ; 
Gret  wonder  him  ])on3te  of  hire  fair-hede  :  and  of  hire  Qaoyntise ;  32 
"  Mayde,"  he  seide,  "a-bijd  here-with  :  for-to  aftur  ore  sacrefise 
And  we  schullen  more  with  fe  speke  :  ich  o]>ar  mi  lostise." 
\)o  pe  sacrefise  was  i-don  :  ]>e  Aumperonr  sat  In  is  trone, 
And  al  is  folk  a-bouten  him.  :  men  brouten  ]>at  Maide  sone.  36 

"  Maide,"  seide  J)e  Aump^rur  :  "  f on  ))inchest  gent  and  freo ; 
Of  3wat  kunrade  art  yon  i-come  1  :  gret  wonder  us  ^inchez  of  fe" 
U  "  Sire  Aumperur,"  fis  Maide  seide  :  "  I-ne  wihii  bote  luyte 
to  tellen  pe  of  mine  kunne  :  for  it  were  signe  of  pruyte ;  40 

For  In  is  boke  pe  wise  Man  :  Catun  seith  al-so : 
)}at  Man  ne  schal  him-sulue  preisi  :  ne  blamie  no-))e-mo, 
For  so  doth  foles  ^at  wilniez  muche  :  of  jelpingue  and  of  sunne. 
Ka))eles  ichulle,  ake  for  no  pruyte  :  tellen  eov  of  mine  kunne  :        44 
Ich  am  ]>e  kingus  doubter  coste  :  pai  ]you  wost  3  wuch  is.  \}  foi.  se  b.] 

hidere  ich  cam  to  speke  mid  eov  :  of  phi  ^e  bi-leuez  a-mis ;       >  ms.  gon 
Mid  vn-ri3te  heo  beoz^  i-cleped  godes  :  pat  o  fot  ne  mouwen  go^ 
]Se  no  man  helpe  in  none  neode  :  ne  heom-sulue  no-))e-mo."  >  ms.  Mkie  seide 
H  **  Maide,"  seide*  pia  Ampeioir  :  ** 3if  fat  f is  soth))  were,  « Ms.heom  iieom 
Al  piB  world  were  fals  and  guydi :  3if  )»ou  one  heom^  scholdest  [lere] ; 
And  we  schulle  betere  i-leue  alle  men  :  and  more  it  wole  beo  note, 
'pane  ani  fol  womman  ase  )k)u  art —  :  for  ouwer  bolt  is  sone  i-schote." 
"  Sire,"  seide  fis  Maide  Jk)  :  "  J>ei  }k)u  luyte  telle  of  me, 
Also  guod  mai  beo  mi  reson  :  ase  ))at  comez  of  pe,  54 

For,  sire  Aumperur,  povL^  art :  ase  ech  man  is  al-so  >  ms.  ich  \wa 

pat  bote  mai  and  hys  men  moten  :  nede  hys  hestes  do,  56 

Of  bodi  and  of  soule  ])ou  art  y-maud  :  ase  ))i-sulf  mi3t  i-seo ; 
Mid  ri3te  f  i  soule  Maister  is  :  and  ))i  bodi  is  hyne  schal  beo. 
3  if  J>i  bodi  maister  is  :  and  f  i  soule  ^  la  hyne,  »  ropencrtbed  i«ur. 

A3eu  kuynde  it  is  :  and  ])0U  worst  sikur  :  ]>are-fore  of  helle  pine."    60 
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poTM^  hiie  cleigie  pat  holi  Maide  :  lesonea  made  bo  qnoynte 

pat  ])e  Aumperour  ne  non  of  his  :  ne  cou]^  hiie  ansnerie  in  none 

pointe. 
^  Maide/'  he  seide,  "  povL  schalt  a-bide  :  In  warde  here  mid  me 
And  o]yere  ichulle  hi  ijme  finde  :  p&t  schullen  Answerie  peJ*  64 

J^is  Aumperour  sonde  anon  :  wide  a-houte  is  sonde 
)}at  pe  gretteste  maistres  of  cleigie  :  to  him  eomen  In  echo  londe, 
grete  Mode  of  him  to  habbe  :  to  don  a  luytel  Maystrie, 
And  for-to  susteinen  op  heore  lawe  :  ])ora  strenc]>e  of  cleigie.  68 

So  ))at  ])aie  comen  fifti  Maisties  :  pe  gretteste  p&t  man  fond 
Also  wide  ase  men  mitten  seche  :  oujwere  In  ani  lond. 
pe  Aumperour  heom  seide  a-non  :  3ware-fore  he  after  heom  sonde : 
For-to  desputi  a-^ein  a  ^ong  womman  :  pai  al  heore  lawe  schende.  72 
**  Nou  is  pis,"  )>at  .a  Maister  seide  :  "giet  schame,  ich  onder-stonde, 
An  Aumperur  to  sonde  arboute  :  so  wide  in  echo  londe 
After  pe  gretteste  Maistres,  for-to  despuyti :  a-3en  a  fol  wenche, 
3wane  on  of  heore  knaue  mijten  sone  :  hire  resones  alle  arquenchc  1  ** 
^  Nai,"  seide  p\B  Aumperour  :  "  heo  is  wisore  ])ane  30  wene ; 
3if  30  mouwen  ou3t  i^en  hire  don  :  sone  it  worth  i-sene.  78 

For  ich  habbe  leouere  pai  je  hire  ouer-come  :  with  resones  In 

some  wise, 
paxiB  we  with  stienc^  hire  maden  :  to  don  pe  sacrefise."  80 

''Lat  bringue  hire^  forth/'  seide  ^at  on  :  ''and  heo  schal  segge 

a-non  ^  mpenei-ibed. 

)pat  heo  ne  spac  neuere  wit  wisore  men  :  are  heo  fram  us  gon." 
U  An  Aungel  to  ^is  maide  cam  :  and  bad  hire  of  no-^ing  drede, 
And  seide  heo  scholde  heom  alle  ])oru  hire  reson  :  to  cr/stinedom  lede. 
And  heo  alle  scholden  porvL  hire  reson  :  a-fonge  martyxdam. 
})o  ))at  Maide  i-herde  pia  :  gret  loie  to  hire  heo  nam,  86 

baldelicbe  heo  code  forth  :  )k>  men  aftur  hiie  come. 
"  Sire,"  he^  seide  to  pe  Aumperur  :  "  3if8t  fou  a  wis  dom  »  =  h«o 

))at  )»U8  fale  maistres  of  cleigie  :  bringest  and  sest  a-benche. 
And  me-self  to  desputy  ar3eines  heom  :  )»at  nam  bote  a  fol  wenche  9 
And  3if  pai  heo  me  ouer-comez  :  )k)u  bi-hast  heom  gret  mode, 
And  makest  me  mid  strenc))e  with  heom  speke  :  and  ne  bi-hast  me 
bote  luy te  !  [fol.  57]        92 


ST.   KATHSRIKB  BBFUTE8  THE   60   WI8B  KEN   BT  THE   WORDS      95 
OF  PLATO,  BALAAM,  AND  THE   8   KINGa 

)}at  ))incbez  me  with  oD-ri^te  it  is  :  jwane  icb  am  one  a-^in  heom  alle. 
U  Nov  ichulle,  for  god  is  min  help  :  a-fonge  fat  me  wole  falle." 
'/  Seie,  dame  conlomi,  ^wat  art^u  V*  ifiBO  legistre  seide, 
"  ]^nchest])ou  speke  a-jein  ore  clergie  1 :  tome  fi  Jioujt,  ich  rede  !   96 
)?oy  seist  p&t  god  al-mi^ti  :  dethz  on  eorpe  ]K)lede  here : 
I-chulle  proui  ))at  he  ne  mi^te  a-liue  beo  :  nou))e  In  none  maneie. 
For,  ho-80  deiez,  he  ne  may  :  neuerefft  to  line  come, 
3wane  )>e  vertue  of  al  is  bodi  :  fom  de)>e  him  is  bi-nome ;  100 

And  pi  god  al-mijti  is  ded  :  fou  ne  mi^t  libbe  noujt, 
3if  he  ))at  schoLde  ^ioe  pe  1^'f  :  is  to  depe  i-broujt." 
U  ^*  Kai,''  seide  f  is  holi  mayde  :  "  )iou  faillest  of  ^in  art, 
An-o]7ur  po\x  most  segge,  ^if  pon  pencai  :  of  pine  maistne  to  habbe  part 
God  hadde  enere  and  eaere  he  schal  :  mid  him  is  god-hede, 
And  for  loue  of  us  In  ore  flesche  :  he  nam  him  man-hede :  106 

Of  twei  ]7ingus  he  was  f  o  imaked  :  ei))ar  moste  ^  is  knynde  a-fonge. 
For  pQ  kunde  of  man-hede  us  to  bugge  :  he  ^lede  deth  wel  stronge ; 
Ake  for-to  bi-leue  ded,  a-jen  kuynde  it  was  :  ase  of  is  god-hede, 
))are-fore  he  aros  f ram  de))e  to  liue  :  ]>o  he  hadde  i-don  al  ia  dede. 
For  pe  stronge  de))e  pai  ]K)ru^  Adam  :  we  weren  to  i-brou^t^ 
pam^  is  godhede,  i-meynd  In  ore  kuynde  :  nede  moste  beon  i-bou^t. 
3if  poa  with-eeist  pis  xeson  :  an  o)>ur  i-chulle  pe  make 
))at  grete  clerkes  seiden  In  he(M%  lawe  :  fat  man  ne  may  nou)t 
for-sake.  •  114 

H  Platon,  pe  grete  philosophe  :  fat  was  hef ene  of  ouwer  lawe, 
he  seide  fat  god  wolde  deie  :  and  him-selue  to  liue  ajen  drawe.     116 
Lokiez  In  is  boke,^  hov  it  mi^te  beo  soth  :  noufe  In  ouwere'  manere, 
bote  f  e  muchele  god  of  heuene  :  bi-come  a  luyte  Man  here. 
Also  Balaam,  ouwer  prophete  :  fat  hefene  was  al-so,  Jjmjttatabokt 

In  is  bok  he  seide — ^q  wuten  wel  3 ware  :  )if  je  wollez  loki  fer-to-^ 
]?at  fare  scholde  of  lacobes  kuynde  :  a  steorre  a-nse  wel  bri3t 
pat  scholde  kinges  and  princes  :  al  bi-nimen  heom  heore  mi)t       122 
pai  was  fat  ore  louerd  wolde  :  of  lacobes  kuynde  beon  i-bore 
&i  ouer<K>men  alle  fat  euere  weren  :  sethfe  of er  bi-fore.     >  aOdtd.    124 
And  juyt  f re  kinges  of  ouwer  lawe  :  on  f ulke  steorre  f ou^ten, 
For  fe  steorre  fo  god  was  i-bore  :  and  f ar&^ore  lok  him  broujten." 
))o  f  eos  Maistres  heorden  f  is  mayde  speke  :  of  so  grete  clergie, 
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heo  ne  cou]7cn  answerie  hire  of  neuere  a  word  :  and  jeuen  hire  pe 
maistne.  128 

U  ])o  seide  ))e  Aump^rur  In  grete  wrath}>e  :  "  nis  non  of  eov  ^at  can — 
A-mong  80  manie  grete  Maistres —  :  answerie  a  fol  womman  1 '' 
"  Certes,  sire,"  fis  Maistres  seiden  :  "  so  gret  clerk  nov  nis 
))at  scholde  to  hire  reson  3iue  answere  :  for  heo  seith  so^  i-wis,     133 
We  seggeth,  fe  holie  gost  is  with  hire  :  and  In  hire  mou]>e,       ^  oi.  m^ 
))at  we  ne  conne  hire  answerie  nou3t  :  ne  we  ne  dorren  pei  we  cou))e. 
]?are-fore,  bote  we  betere  of  oure  lawe  :  ))ane  we  jeot  i-seon, 
Alle  we  seggez  with  one  mou))e  :  enstine  we  wollez  beon."  136 

"  Ey,  trichours,"  seide  ))e  Aumperur  :  ** is  it  icome  fer-tol       Cfoi.  67 bj 
Certes,  je  schullen  euerech-one  :  beo  to  stronge  de]7e  i-do." 
he  het  ))at  Men  scholden  a-midde  toun  :  f or-beme  heom  echone. 
And  hoy  afenge  pe  deth  for  godes  loue  :  with-oute  anie  mone,       140 
And  muche  renpe  heo  maden  to  kateriue  :  Lbaptizede  ))at  heo  nere. 
]?at  Maide  heom  confortede  wel  :  and  crtstine  lawes  gan  heo  in  lere, 
And  seide  pot  heore  stronge  martyrdom  :  ))at  heo  polddeu  pere, 
In  stude  of  cristine-dom  scholde  beon  :  jif  heo  stude-faste  were.    Hi 
U  ))is  Maistres  weren  wel  glade  po  :  gladliche  forth  heo  eode 
And  nomen  J^ane  deth  for  godes  loue  :  ))at  men  heom  wolde  beode ; 
Heo  maden  pe  signe  of  pe  croiz  :  ])0  men  in  )»at  fuyre  hem  caste. 
And  ])o  heo  hadden  longe  i-bamd  :  and  dede  weren  atj^e  laste       148 
And  )»at  fuyr  was  al  a-queynt  :  al-hole  heo  leien  ^ere, 

'*'  Jwittore  and  wel  fairore  [of]^  heuj  :  fane  heo  euere  er  were ;        » om. 
pare  nas  so  luyte  wem  on  heom  :  pat  pe  leste  of  heore  here 
Oj'ur  of  heore  cloj^us  a-peirede  weren —  :  heo  leien  with  faire  chere. 
)}is  Aumperur  let  fette  a-non  :  ])at  Maide  katerine : 
**  haue  Tewpe  of  J^i-sulf,"  he  seide  :  "  and  schild  ]>e  fram  pine  I        154 

"  haue  reu]7e  of  ))i  noble  bodi  :  pai  is  so  fair  and  hende ! 
For  f ou  schalt  beon  in  grete  nobleye  :  3if  fou  wolt  fi  J^oujt  wende  : 
In  mi  paleis  ich  schal  pe  make  :  hext  after  pe  quene ; 
After  J^i  fourme  ichnlle  pe  make  :  An  ymage,  bri3t  and  schene, 
Oaer-guld  and  quoynte  i-nov  :  and  sette  as  a-midde  pe  cite, 
)pat  ech  man  hire  honouri  schal  :  for  honour  of  ^  160 

Ase  men  schuUeu  to  one  god  do.  :  ]70U  ne  schalt  mid  al  f  i  lore 
So  muche  nobleie  bi-)>enche  pe  :  ))at  I  nelle  don  pe  more." 
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^  "Sire  Anmperur,"  ^is  Maide  Beide  :  "let  fii  fole  Jroujt, 

For  ])0V  naat  uon  more  jwilo  to  spille  :  Jiane  Bpeken  embe  noujt  164 

god  almijtiea  spouae  ich  am  :  and  al  fii  blaundisinge 

Ke  alle  )>ine  tonnens  na  achuUen  min  heorte  :  enes  fram  him  brings." 

pa  Aamperur  hire  let  BtTep[e]  naked  :  and  to  a  pilei  faate  hire  bounden, 

With  stronge  Bchouiges  men  beoten  hiie  soie  :  and  maden  hire  harde 

wounden.  168 

po  heo  ne  mijten  ^are-with-al  :  tumen  hire  fioajt, 
Iq  depe  prisons  and  Bwi])e  deorke  :  aone  heo  was  i-hroi^t ; 
pAt  no  man  hire  mete  ne  )af  ne  drnuch  ;  fiei  heo  schalde  for  hungnt 

deie, 
For  beo  echolde  to  heoro  lawa  hire  Jioiy[t]  tnyme  ;  and  beon  i-broujt 

out  of  teie.  173 

In  |Htt  prison  Jtat  l^de  lai  :  twelf  dawes  and  twelf  nijt, 
pe,t  heo  no)«r  .et.  ne  dronk  :  ne  i-saij  non  eorjielich  lijt ; 
A  jwit  coluere  ^re  cam  fram  heuene  :  to  hire  eiier-ecb  dai 
And  broujte  hire  fram  heuene  mete  :  In-to  prisone  ase  heo  laL      176 
A  day  ase  ])e  Aamperur  was  :  out  of  )ie  toune  i-fare, 
)»  Aump«re9se  fioujte  on  katerine  :  and  hadde  of  hire  gret  care  : 
Of  hire  beda  wel  priueliche  :  heo  a-ros  at  mid-Nijt, 
And  nam  with  hire  eire  porfirie  :  {vat  was  hire  piiue  knyjt.  160 

]]o  heo  to  )ie  priaone  come  :  heo  i-seijon  [lare  gret  lijt ;        >  m.  uijn  hn 
'gret  WDunder  heom  |)OUjte  jwar-of  were  :  ])e  deorke  stude  bo  brijt 
Jm  beo  i-eei)eu^  seinte  kat^nne  :  was  In  ^  piiaona  grounde      PftLMI 
And  an  Aungel  of  heuene  with  hire  stonde  :  and  smerede  hire  vonnde : 
1I)M  Aumperesse  oridea-non  :  "Katerine,"  heoseide,  "^cml 
Mine  rijte  bi-Ieae  ^v  tech  me  :  I  nelle  beo  fol  non  mote.* 
Pe  knqt  al-eo,  sire  porfirie  :  loude  cride  al-so, 

Jjat  muche  folk  fat  Jiare-n-boute  was  ;  eone  cam.  fier-to;  1" 

Sire  porfi.rie  ful  a-doun  to  hire  fct  :  and  merci  he  gan  crio. 
With  grete  loye  fis  Maide  prechcdo  bflom  :  of  god  and  seinle  marie; 

i  Aumperesse  and  porfirie  :  jjoruj  fia  jrnide  f«e, 

:  I-boptizeJe  weren.  193 

^lo  mifU  knterine : 

a  bsit  fii  pine. 
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pi  sege  is  in  lieue[ne]  i-maud  :  ^are  )>ov  schalt  wonien  mid  me.''    196 

An  o]>ur  dai  ))o  Aumperour  :  after  ^is  Maide  sende ; 

J)at  heo  were  ded,  oJ>ur  al  fur-fare  :  8wiJ)e  wel  he  wende. 

J)is  Maide  was  bi-fore  him  y-broujt  :  8wi]>e.fat  and  round. 

"  3 wat,"  he  seiJe,  "  hou  geth  fis  1  :  heo  is  hoi  and  sound  1  200 

3ware  beoth  ]>is  traitores,"  he  seide  :  "  ^at  hire  In  prisone  wuste  1 

Stilleliche  heo  hire  habbeth  i-fed  :  ^at  no  man  it  nuste. 

bi  ^e  treu^e  ^at  i  schal  to  Mahon  :  heo  ne  schullen  so  non-more  ! '' 

he  let  nime  alle  ]>e  gayholers  :  and  tormenti  heom  ful  sore.  204 

U  "  Sire  Aumpcrur,"  J>is  Maide  eeide  :  **  is  ]>is  a  guod  Ivggement, 

gulte-lese  Men  for  mine  gulte  :  to  bnnge  in  swuche  torment  1 

he  ))at  hath  me  i-fed  :  him  ne  drat  of  )>e  ri^t  noujt : 

For  an  Aungel  it  was  of  heuene  :  )>at  mete  me  hath  i-broujt.         208 

Do  me  ^wat  torment  ^at  ]>oy  wolt  :  and  lat  heom  quite  gon  : 

For-so))e,  ]7at^  ))ou  on  heom  seist  :  gult  heo  ne  habbez  non."    >  ai.otyuA 

"Ey.,  hendie  Maide  Katerine  "  :  seide  fis  Aumperour, 

''  )?ench  op-on  ))i  noble  stat :  of  alle  Maidenes  ]>ov  art  flour ;  212 

Tome  ]7i  ^ou^t  and  ^ou  schalt  beon  :  ^  Aumperesse  per ; 

heo  ne  schal  no-]7ing  bi-fore  ^e  habbe  :  bote  )>at  heo  me  mot  beo  ner." 

**  guode  man/'  seide  ^is  holie  mayde  :  "  ]>ov  spext  embe  nou^t : 

For  al  pi  pouwer  ]7ou  ne  schalt :  fram  ihesvi  cnst  wende  mi  ]>ou)t.  216 

Al  ))at  torment  ]7at  ]70u  mi3t  ]7enche  :  And  of  alle  [day  longe,^] 

J)ov  mijt  don  me  ^if  fou  wolt  :  redi  ich  am  to  fonge ;  *  hand  onan^eJalSre' 

For  ich  ne  wilni  no-]7ing  so  muche  :  ase  mi  flechs  and  mi  blod,  i-wie, 

to  ^iue  for  mi  louerdes  loue  :  ]7at  for  me  he  jaf  his."  220 

po  was  ]>e  Aumperur  so  wroth  :  ))at  he  was  neij  i-swowe. 

Four  jweles  of  Iren  he  let  fuUen  :  with  rasores.  kene  I-nowe, 

And  with  ginne  heom  makede  tuyrne  a-boute  :  ]>e  tweien  on  ))at  on 

half  op  ward, 
pe  o]7ur  tweine  euene  heom  a-^ein  :  In  ]7at  o))ur  half  a-done-ward,  224 
]}at,  ho-so  bi-twene  were  :  In  none  half  ne  mi3te  him  wende 
]?at  ]7e  rasores  nolden  al  is  flechs  :  to-drawen  and  to-rende. 
Sone  80  fis  Maide  was  i-don  J>ar-on  :  hire  bodi  for-to  schende,  [foi.ssb.] 
Ore  swetc  louerd  fram  heuene  :  an  Aungel  to  hire  gan  sende :       228 
Jjis  Aungel  with  a  drawe  swerd  :  fe  jweoles  al-to-hev, 
]}.it  ))e  peces  a-boute  fiowen  :  ase  com  jwane  man  it  sev, 
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And  smot^  of  yis  IvLpere  men  :  wel  barde  to  }e  grounde ;         ^ol  tmiu 

Four  ^ousend  ]7[er]e  weren  a-slawe  :  In  a  lutel  stounde.  232 

))o  nuste  ]7e  Aump^ur  jwat  lie  mi^te  don  :  for  deol  ne  for  sore. 

pe  Aump^resse  nolde  hele  hire  stat  :  lengore  )>o  nam-more : 

U  "  Sire,"  beo  seide,  "  hou  gez  J>is?  :  for  godes  loue,  J>in  ore  ! 

Ich  i-seo  )>at  ]>i8  mayde  is  guod  :  and  of  holi  lore,  236 

Ower  Maumates  ichulle  for-sake  :  Inelle  on  hem  bi-lene  more." 

J}o  gan  ]>e  Aumperur  for  wrath^e  :  loude  ^eolle  and  rore. 

he  ne  mi^te  fram  Ihe^  crisi  :  hire  ))0U3t  no-^ing  wende : 

he  het  men  ]7at^  scholden  hire  lede  :  to  ^e  tonnes  ende    ^r.)Nttm«i  240 

And  hire  bresten  fram  hire  bodi  :  with  Irene  crokes  rende 

And  ]7are-after  smiten  of  hire  heued  :  fe  more  forto^  schende. 

Wit  guode  heorte  ^e  Aumperesse  :  ]7ane  deth  gan  a-fonge ;      >  r.  hire  to 

])e  quellaies  heo  bad  hijen  faste  :  and  ne  a-biden  nou^t  to  longe.  244 

Heo  noraen  ^e  kene  crokes  of  Ire  :  )>at  hire  flechs  depe  gnowe, 

And,  also  man  draweth  with  combes  wolle  :  hire  tetes  heo  to-drowe 

Fram  hire  bodi  mossel  mele  :  and  seth^e  smiten  of  hire  heued. 

])at  bodi,  for  houndes  it  scholden  ete  :  vn-bured  it  was  bi-leued.    248 

Ake  porfirie  it  burede  a-ni^t  :  ]>at  holi  bodi  and  guod. 

j>o  ]>e  Aumperur  ))at  bodi  miste  :  he  was  wroth  and  wod ; 

he  tormentede  ^are-fore  manie  Men  :  ^at  ne  mitten  heom  noujt  skere. 

))o  eode  porfirie  forth  :  and  seide,  *'  sire,  lo  me  here,  252 

Ich  burede  ^at  holie  bodi  :  ]>at  was  cnstus  make ; 

And  to  Ihesu  crist  ich  habbe  al-so  :  al  min  heorte  i-take ; 

For  no  pouwer  ^at  ))0U  mi^t  don  :  I-nelle  him  for-sake.'' 

])o  gan  ]>e  Aump^rur  for  deol  and  sor  :  alle  is  lymes  to  schake.      256 

U  "  Mahun,"  he  seide,  "  hou  schal  fis  beo  ?  :  3wat  schal  ich  nou  do, 

Nov  Ich  habbe  mi  wif  for-lore  :  and  mi  kni^t  porfirie  al-so  1 

And  porfirie  al  min  heorte  was  1  :  ^wy  nelt])ou  me  rede  1 " 

po  wenden  ]7is  o])ure  kny^tes  forth  :  and  loude  heo  gonne  grede,   260 

''  We  nellez  ]>ane  deth  for  godes  loue  :  no  leng  bi-leue  for  drede." 

)X)  gan  ])e  Aump^rur  to-drawe  is  her  :  and  sore  siche  and  grone, 

"  Mahun,''  he  seide,  "  ^wat  schal  ich  do ) :  hov  schal  ich  bi-leue  allone  ? 

3wi  nelt]70u  ra]7er  fette  me  :  and  bringe  me  of  ^usse  line,  264 

])ane  sofiri  alle  mine  men  to  leose  :  after  mine  leoue  wiue  f 

pel  }k)u  nelle,  mahun,  helj^e  me  :  I-ne  for-sake  pe  noujt, 

H  s 


100      ST.  KATHERINB  REFUSES   TO   BE   EMPRESS.      SHE   IS   BEHEADED. 
ANOELS  OARRT   HER  BODY  TO  MOUNT  SINAI. 

)}i8  foles  }&t  habbez  ]7e  for-sake  :  to  de]>e  heo  schulle  beo  broujt." 

He  let  nime  porfire  ]>ene  guode  kny^t  :  and  is  felawes  echone        268 

And  smiten  of  heore  henedes  with-oute  toun  :  ase  Mahones  fon. 

J)o  let  he  fette  katerine  :  **  Dameysele/'  he  seide, 

t>ei  J>ov  me  bi-nome  mi  wijf  :  mid  fine  fole  rede,  271 

l-chulle,  jif  ]>oa  wul  tomi  ]>i  ]70U3t  :  f ur-^iue  fine  misdede  [foi.  &9] 

And  with  gret  nobleie  ase  min  Aump^resse  :  ouer-al  with  me  fe  lede." 

U  "  Certes,  sire,"  f is  Maide  seide  :  **  J>is  wordes  beoth  alle  for  nau3t : 

]?oy  ne  schalt  me  neuere  bringue  fram  him  :  fat  hath  min  heorte  i-cau^t. 

Do  fat  foy  wolt,  and  hane  i-don  :  and  bring  fi  wille  to  ende,       276 

For  f ou  ne  schalt  neuere  for  no-fing  :  min  herte  fram  Ihesu  wende." 

*'  J  ware  beo  je,  mine  quellares  1"  :  f  e  Aumpenir  f  o  seide, 

''  Faste  }e  schulle  f  e  wychche  binde  :  and  with-oute  toune  lede, 

And  smitez^  of  hire  heued  a-non  :  an  don  fe  guode  dede,  ^  r.tmito  280 

))at  heo  ne  bringe  us  neuereft :  In  soruwe  ne  In  drede." 

])o  f  is  Maide  was  i-brou}t  :  to  slene  with-oute  f  e  toun, 

hire  preiere  heo  maude  to  god  :  a-kues  heo  sat  a-doun : 

"Louerd/'  heo  seide,  ''graunte  f  ou  me  :  fat  ech  man  fat  hath  in^  mone 

In  ani  neode  of  ur  in  ani  anuy  :  of  mine  passione,  >  om.  in 

graunte  fat  he  mote  to  is  wille  :  help  a-fonge  sone."  286 

})o  cam  ore  louerd  him-self  to  hire  :  and  grauntedo  hire  bone. 

U  "  Cum  forth/'  he  seide,  **  mi  suete  leman  :  mi  leue  spouse  al-so  : 

heuene-jat  a-3ein  f e  I-opened  is  :  fare  f ou  schalt  comen  to." 

A  qucllare  hire  heued  of  smot.  :  fat  folk  fat  a-boute  heom  stode, 

Jwijt  Milk  heo  i-seijen  eome  out  of  fe  wounde  :  and  nou^t  o  drope 

of  blode. 
Aungles  comen  and  nomen  fat  bodi  :  a-mong  alle  fe  manne  292 

And  to  f  e  hul  of  synay  it  beren  :  tuenti  lorneies  f  anne, 
And  bureden  it  fare  In  one  faire  place  :  wit  grete  nobleye  and  riche ; 
Jjare  f oruj  Ihe^u  crwtes  grace  :  hire  bones  restez  juyte. 
j3are-of  jeot  to  f is  day  :  fare  eornez  eoille  wel  riue,  296 

Jware-with  manie  sike  Men  :  beoz  to  hele  i-broujt  and  to  line ; 
Wide  In  londe  it  is  i-lad  :  fat  ho-so  it  habbe  mote, 
Noble  re] ike  it  is  al-so  :  sike  Men  to  don  bote. 

t>re  hundred  jer  and  twenti  :  after  fat  god  was  i-bore,  300 

I-Martred  was  f is  holie  ^laide  :  of  ^wam  we  tolden  bi-foro. 


8T.  LUOT  TELLS  HBB  HBATHEK  MOTHER  THAT  SHE  CAN  BE   101 
CUBED  AT  8T.  AOACB'S  TOMB  (iN  CATANA). 

Ihe^  cristy  for  ]7e  sueie  loue  :  of  seinte  Katerine 

grauuti  us  ]>e  loye  of  heuene  :  and  schilde  us  fram  helle  pine. 

Amen  amen,  segge  we  alle  :  for  is  holie  tyme.  304 

26    Tita  sano^e  Lucie  uirginin. 

SEiute  lucie,  ]>at  holie  Mayde  :  In  Cezile  was  i-bore ; 
3ong  heo  bi-gan  to  serui  god  :  and  bi-lefde  sunne  and  bore ; 
Dame  Evtice  hire  Moder  bet  :  fat  hire  to  wommane  brou^te — 
Of  hire  childe  wel  glad  heo  was  :  ase  heo  suy])e  wel  oujte.  4 

So  bi-feol  ]>at  on  Dame  Eutice  cam  a  siknesse  :  swi]7e  greuous  and 

long 1  =  beo      s  MS.  i  spendedet 

Four  jer  he^  hadde  gret  pine —  :  fe  menison  of  blode  wel  strong. 

On  leches  heo  hadde  i-spendet^  :  Muche  del  of  hire  guod, 

Ake  )>are  nas  non  ]7at  hire  hele  mi^te  :  ])at  heo  ne  bledde  euere  blod. 

So  )>at  wide  In  ]>e  londe  Men  tolden  :  of  seinte  Agace, 

Of  Miracles  )>at  comen  at  hire  schrine  :  foru  ore  louerdes  grace       10 

In  ]>e  cite  of  Cathenes  :  ])ere  f  is  holi  womman  lay ; 

Folk  wende  )>udere  wel  wide  :  bo])e  Ni3t  and  day  12 

bi  mauie  scor  to-gadere  :  of  eche  londe  a-boute.  [foi.  so  b.] 

po  seinte  lucie  ))is  i-sai3  :  al  dai  so  gret  route, 

"  Moder,"  heo  seide,  "  fou  hauest  an  vuel  :  ful  greuous  with-alle 

And  we  hereth  of  miracles  al  day  :  ]>at  of  seinte  Agace  doth  falle :   16 

go  we  f  udere  forth  mid  o]7ure  :  to  ^e  holie  seint  Agace, 

And  ))are  }k)u  schalt  to  hele  come  :  )>oru3  ore  louerdes  grace." 

U  Nov  was  lucie  stilleliche  :  I-tomed  to  cristine-dom, 

Ake  hire  Moder  he])ene  was  :  and  al  ])at  heo  of  com ;  20 

Lucie  to  ane  he]7ene  manne  :  was  i-weddet  In  hire  jong-hede, 

Ake  Naf  eles  clene  Mayde  heo  was  :  with-oute  eche  fol  dede. 

Hire  Moder  heo  nam  stilleliche  :  and  with  o]>ere  Men  heo  wende 

To  seinte  Agace  Toumbe  :  hire  Moder  for-to  amende.  24 

And  i-heorde  J>e  Masse  a  dai  :  mid  oJ>ure  J>at  Jere  were,    SiSirMs.''*" 

])o  heo  weren  ]>udere  i-come — :  so  longue^  heo  lefden  ]>ere.  >  oi.  astoandt 

So  ]>at  pe  godspel  was  ]>at  day  :  ase  lucie  onder-stod. 

Of  a  womman  ]>at  ^wylene  hadde  :  pe  menison  of  blod  28 

And  cam  ant  touchede  pe  lappe  :  of  ore  louerdes  clo)>es  ene 

Ase  he  eode  In  grete  prece  :  and  was  hoi  a-non  and  clene. 


102  ST.  LUOT   CUBES  HER  MOTHER,    WHO  TURNS   CHRISTIAN. 

SHE  GIVES  HER   FORTUNE  TO  THE   POOR. 

"  Leoae  Moder,"  seide  lucie  :  "  jif  fov  bi-leuest  on  holi  clmrche 

And  ]>e  wordcs  of  ))is  godspel  :  and  ])er-after  wolt  wurclie,  32 

])oru3  touchingue  of  seinte  Agace  toumbe  :  ])0U3  schalt  beo  hoi  a-non, 

Ase  feo  womman  jwylene  was  :  J>at  aftur  ore  louord  gan  gon." 

})o  ])at  fulk  was  al  i-went  :  seinte  lucie  cam 

To  seinte  Agace  bolie  toumbe  :  and  ire  Moder  with  hire  nam ;        36 

])are  heo  leien  In  heore  beden  :  heo  nolden  ]7anne8  gon. 

U  So  ])at  lucie,  ))at  clene  Maide  :  werth  a-slepe  a-non. 

Seinte  Agace,  ]>at  holie  Maide  :  to  hire  fram  heuene  a-lijte,  39 

With  gret  felau3-schipe  of  Aungles —  :  hire  croune  schon  wel  brijte ; 

"Lucie,"  heo  seide,  " leoue  soster  :  ^wy  trauaillestjjou  so 

And  jwy  bidde8t])ou  me  so  ^eome  ]7at  ))ing  :  ]>at  ]>ou  mi3t  ]>i-8elf  do 

For  fine  bi-leue,  J>at  is  so  guod  :  helpez  fi  Moder,  i-wis : 

And  noy  ]7oru  ))e  and  ]7ine  guod-nesse  :  fi  Moder  i-held  is.  44 

And  also  ase  ]7is  cite  is  :  i-wuyr]7et  muche  ]7oru)  me, 

Also  sclial  yi  contreie  :  Anoured  beon  for  ]>e ; 

For  f  i  clene  Maiden-hod  :  and  for  fi  holie  lif,  i-wis, 

Jji  woneinguo  is  wel  jare  i-maket :  with  us  in  heuene-blis."  48 

})o  ]>is  holie  Maide  a-wok  :  heo  bi-gan  to  quakien  sore ; 

U  "  Moder,"  heo  seide,  "  fov  art  hoi  :  ne  f arf fe  drede  non-more. 

For  ]7e  loue  of  ])at  holie  Maide  :  ]>at  ]>e  hath  to  hele  i-broujt, 

Ne  foude  ]>ov  neuere  to  bringue  me  :  of  mi  clene  ))0U3t  52 

And  ne  soffre  ]7ou  nou^t  mine  spouse  in  folic  :  mi  Maiden-hod  a-spille, 

Ne  lat  me  nou3t  leose  )7at  longue  lif  :  for  a  luytel  fol  wille  1 

Ake  al  pat  };ou  i-grauntet  hast  :  for-to  jiue  him  with  me, 

Lat  me  it  ^iue  fe  pouere  men  :  Moder,  ich  bidde  fe."  56 

t>e  Moder,  fo  heo  hoi  was  :  guod  womman  bi-cam. 

And  ))e  doubter  hi  hire  Moder  wille  :  ]>at  guod  to  hire  heo  nam ;  [fou  603 

heo  hit  delte  a-mong  pouere  Men  :  pe  ^wyle  ]7are  i-laste  ou3t. 

to  him  fat  hire  spouse  was  :  fe  teojjingue  was  i-broujt :  60 

he  wendo  to  seinte  lucies  norice  :  and  axede  hire  wel  stille 

Jwat  lucie  were  on  bi-come  :  heore  guod  for-to  a-spille, 

U  And  3wi  heo  dude  it  so  a-wei  :  and  jwodere  heo  dude  it  here. 

Jjis  norice  wel  quoyntelich  :  jaf  him  a-non  answere :  64 

"  heo  hath  ifounde  forto  sulle  :  swyfe  derewurfe  f ing,  i-wis, 

))at  is  suych  a  f ousent  more  wurth  :  fanne  al  fat  f ing  fat  is ; 


8T.   LUCT   IS   TAKKN   BEFORE  JUDGE   PAS0A8IUS,   WHO  THREATENS      103 

TO  SBND  HER  TO  A  STEW. 

})e  beste  chaffare  it  is  i-boa3t  :  ]>at  euere  Man  to  drou} ; 

Woldestjjou  gon  ^are-Inne  In  part :  riche  man  fou  were  i-noaj  " —  68 

])at  was  pe  chaffare  ]>e  blisse  of  heuene  :  ]7at  heo  hadde  i-bou^t. 

gret  wonder  he  hadde  of  pvUke  Answere  :  and  stod  in  gret  J^ou^t. 

So  ]>at  he  onder-jat  sone  :  ^at  heo  cristine  was. 

In  grete  wrath^  he  tolde  fore  :  ))e  lustice,  ])at  het  pakas.^     ^  ms.  (hJcm 

Lucie  was  sone  i-fet  :  and  bi-fore  ))e  lustice  i-brou3t.  73 

''  Maide/'  seide  pe  lustice  :  ''  jwat  hast  ^ou  i-]>ou}t1 

U  Let  J>i  folie/  he  seide  :  "  Ich  rede,  on  alle  wiffe, 

And  to  ore  godes,  ase  rijt  is  :  do  ))ine  sacrefise  \"  76 

**  Ich  habbe,"  quat*  fis  holie  Maide  :  "al  fis  fre  jer  i-do 

Mine  sacrefise  to  lesu  crist  :  and  3Ujt  i-chulle  al-so  : 

Al  ))at  ich  hadde  ich  habbe  ispendod  :  and  bi-take  In  is  lore ; 

And  ^er-to  ichulle  mi  bodi  take  :  3  wane  me  nis  bi-leued  nomore.     80 

Spene*  i-chulle  nou  al  mi  bodi  :  fram  fe  fot  to  J>e  heued  L'^JJ^'JJJJi 

And  euerech  lime  In  is  seruise  :  nov  me  nis  more  bi-leued ; 

Ich  3elde  him  op  al  mi  bodi  :  sire  lustise,  here  bi-fore  ]>e, 

to  spene*  ech  lime  In  is  seruise —  :  do  3wat  J>ou  wolt  bi  me ! "        84 

U  "  Nov  ich  wot,**  quath  fe  lustise  :  "  3 ware-to  fou  tornest  f i  mod : 

For  In  hore-dom  and  In  lecherie  :  ^ou  hast  i-spend  al  ]7i  guod, 

]9ar-on  ^u  wolt  ]>i  bodi  al  spene^  :  and  ]>ar-of  )>ou  dest  preche ; 

J  wane  )>ov  nast  non  more  to  spene^ :  for-so)>e  ]7ou  worst  a  wrechche :  88 

For  ^oy  spext  ase  an  hore  strong  :  3wane  ^ou  wolt  for-sake 

J)i  louerd  fat  J>ou  art  to  i-weddet^  :  and  to  lechours  fe  take.*'   J.JJJJi^, 

**  1-wedded  ich  was  to  Ihe^  crist  **  :  ]7is  holie  maide  him  tolda 

**\)o  ich  was  i-baptized  :  and  ]>ulke  weddingue  ichulle  holde.  92 

Ake  to  hore-dome  pov  woldest  me  bringue  :  3wane  ))oy  me  woldest 

make 
Mine  spousede  louerd  Jhesa  crist :  for  ani  o)>ur  man  for-sake.** 
'')}ou  schalt  fornsake   him,"  quath  fe   lustise   :   ''haddest^u  it 

i-swore : 
For  to  pe  commune  bordel  pav  schalt  beo  :  i-lad  o)>ur  i-bore,  96 

^  And  ]yare  schal  mani  a  moder-child  :  go  to  pi  foule  licame 
^d  ligge  bi  pe,  alle  fat  wollez  :  in  hore-dom  and  in  schame.*' 

1  The  following  part  of  thif  legend  10  written  as  prose,  in  two  columns  on 
each  page  on  f .  00b. 


104  ST.  LUOT  IS  TO  B£  BROUGHT  TO  THE  BROTHEL,  BUT  CANNOT  B8 

MOVED  FROM  THE  PLACE. 

If  "  Ne  mai  no  wumman/*  qt^ath  fis  maide  :  "  of  hire  maiden-hod 

beO  ido  l  a  lator  I^ml  addf  oooMnU. 

For  no  dedo  fat  men  deth  fe  bodie  :  bote  ire  herte  beo^  ferto.      100 
For  ])e  more  ]>at  mi  bodi  a-3ein  mi  wille  :  here  defouled  is, 
J)e  clenore^  is  mi  mayden-hod  :  and  fe  more  mi  mede,  i-wis." 
IF  J3e  lustise  let  wide  a-boute  :  into  al  Jje  contreie  cne  :         »Ms.cton<»i 
])at  alle  ))at  wolden  :  bl  a  swuch  fair  wumman  don  anie  folie,        104 
Comen  to  hire,  alle  ])at  wolden  :  for  alle  heo  scholde  heom  take,^ 
For  in  bordel  heo  scholde  beo  i-do  :  fare  heo  ne  scholde  non 
fur-sake.  [foi.  oo  b.] 

he  hiet  is  men  nimen  hire  faste  :  and  to  f  e  bordel  hire  lede  anon 
Alle  fat  mijhten  nei^h  hire  come  :  faste  huy  hire  drowen  ech-on,  108 
huy  schoue  and  drowe  al  fat  huy  mi^hte  :  ake  huy  ne  mijhten  hire 

anne  fote  i-winne 
Ne  o  fote  uchchen  of  f e  stude  :  fare  as  heo  stod  inne. 
})o  nomen  huy  ropes  strongue  i-nouj  :  ant  to  fet  and  hondene  teide, 
And  alle  fat  mi3hten  fere  nei3h  come   :  faste  huy  drowen  and 
breide;  112 

A  f  ousend  men  with  al  heore  main  :  on  hire  gonne  drawe : 
Ac  enere  heo  lai  stiUe  a-^ein  :  huy  ne  mi^hten  hire  enes  wawe. 
U  "  Jwat,  hou  goth  f  is  1 "  quath  f  e  iu^ise  :  "  ^wat  resun  mai  f  is  beo 
]}at  a  fousend  ne  mouwen  nou^t  fis  womman  :  of  fe  stude  enes 
teoT'  116 

U  **  Sire  iustise/*  fat  Maide  seide  :  "  f ou  hontest  a-boute  nou^t : 
For,  f  ei  f  ou  haddest  jeot  to  heom  :  ten  f ouseud  mo  i-brou3t, 
Juit  it  scholde  bi-foren  eov  alle  :  bi  folfuld  bi  me  her 
Jjat  holie  vers  fat  seint  Dauid  :  seithf  in  fe  sauter :       cp«.9oj        120 
]?at  a  fousend  men  scholden  in  mi  side  falle  :  and  to  grounde  beon 

i-brou3t, 
And  ten  fousend  in  mi  ri3ht  side  :  and  nei3h  me  ne  comen  nou3t 
j3aro-fnre  it  is  al  for  nou3t  :  fat  f ou  hontest  here-a-boute ; 
God  is  strengore  fane  fou  be  :  and  fare-fore  i-nabbe  no  doute."     124 
H  **j5ou  art  strong  wichche,"  quath  fe  iiwtise  :  "and  far-of  Man 

schal  f  e  bringue, 
Mine  clerkes  and  mine  enchauntours  :  bi-nime  schuUen  fi  wich- 
chingue." 


8T.   LUOr  IS   HlRAOnLOUaLT  KEPT   FBOM   FIRB.      HEB  TBBOAl  IB      105 
Cnr,  BUT  SHE  BTIUi  FBAISES  OOD. 

Hia  clerkes  he  let  bringue  forth  :  and  hia  ench&uutoura  echone  : 
And  huy  maden  hoore  comuiiBones  :  a-houte  ^ia  Itfaide  alone.       138 
And  ])0  huf  hadden  al  ido  ^at  buy  confion  :  {lat  folk  gan  eft-soues 

Ake  euore  heo  lai  i-Iiche  stills  :  huy  ne  mijbten  hire  enes  wawe. 

H  Tpe  lustiae,  fo  he  fia  i-seij  :  for  wiathfe  he  was  neijh  wod. 

"  Certes,"  he  seide,  -'hire  wichchiflgue  :  ne  schal  do  hire  no  guod." 

Strongue  teniene  he  liet  fette  :  of  Oxene  mani  on 

And  bringue  ))ere  ^ia  Maide  was  :  and  to  hire  teijen  ech-on  ;        1 34 

He  liet  heoni  pnlde  and  harli  faste  :  and  huy  guoune  drawe  and 

plucbcbe : 
And  euere  lai  J)is  Maide  stiUe  :  huy  ne  mijhten  hire  enea  wawe.   136 
H  "  CertoB,"  be  eeide,  "  ore  fan  nis  noajt :  ojiar^jwat  we  moten  do, 
With  o)w  {ling  we  achnllen  hire  to  naujte  hringue  :  jwane  we  no 

moQwen  so. 
Makietb  ope  fe  hore,  fare  heo  lijth))  :  jwane  we  ne  mouwen  hire 

winne  heonne, 
Also  strong  fuyr  ase  je  conne  :  ^at  beo  al-to  douste  brenne  ! "        1 40 
A  strong  fuir  and  gret  i-nouj  :  pia  tonnentores  wroujto 
Aboute  fis  holie  clene  maide  :  to  brcnue  hire  al-to  noujte. 
po  fis  fuyr  was  wel  strongue  i-maud  :  heo  sat  a-raidde  ful  stille  ; 
J}at  fuyr  ne  mijhte  don  hire  non  harm  :  |)at  were  worth  a  fille.     144 
]}o  nomen  huy  pich  and  brumston  :  and  welden  it  wel  faste 
•'And  ope  hire  nakede  teudre  hodi  :  al-fuyri  it  raaten. 

V  Euere  sat  )iis  Maide  atille  :  it  ne  greuede  hire  no-fiing, 

Ake  euere  heo  prechade  with  glade  beorte  :  of  Ibera,  beuene  king.  1 48 

H  pa  nuate  fis  lufere  iw^tiae  :  jwat  he  mijhte  don  more. 

Jwane  be  ne  mijbte  }iB  clene  ))ing  :  oner-come  mid  al  is  lore, 

A  scharp  swerd  and  a  kene  :  foruj  hire  f rote  be  liet  do. 

To  bi-nimen  hire  speche  :  and  hire  lijf  also.  152 

po  beo  was  fom}  )>e  firote  i-amite  :  ^  betere  heo  spac  i-nouj, 

And  prechede  euete  of  Iheim  crtst  :  and  wel  smere  louj  : 

V  "  Je  ^t  beotb  cnstine  :  glado  and  blijie  je  beo, 

Of  no-|nng  ne  habbe  je  drede  :  for  gret  ioy  ioh  i-aeo  1  166 

Ane  loyeful  )iyf ingae  icb  eon  telle  :  ^t  sotbf  is  and  noujt  lea : 
put  rijht  noa)ra  is  boli  cburehe  :  i-broujt  in  guod  pea : 


106  8T.  LUCT   TAKES  THB  8ACBAUBNT,  AND   DISS. 

ST.  THOMAS   A  BEKBT   OF   OANTJCBBURT.      HIS   PARBirrS. 

For  hire  tweie  wiferwines  :  J>at  habbez  i-beo  so  jare, 

Ei3ht  nou]>e  beoth  to  nau^t  i-broujt  :  ^e  ]>orue  habbe  of  heom  no  kare. 

For  ))e  lu]>ere  dioclician  :  ]>at  so  muche  harm  hath  i-do,  161 

he  is  i-pult  out  of  his  kynedom  :  he  ne  cometh  noti-more  ]>ar-to ; 

And  also  Maximian  :  ))at  so  lu^ur  hath  i-beo, 

Eijth  nou))e  he  deide  in  lu^ur  deth  :  ^e  schulle  him  non-more  i-seo ; 

So  ]>at  ]>e  hipere  wi]7er-wines  :  ^at  a-^ein  holie  churche  were, 

Out  of  heore  mi^hte  beoth  i-broujt :  ne  habbe  je  none  fere.  166 

U  J5U8  glade  tyjjingue  ich  eov  bringue  :  J>ei  huy  feor  heonne  beo — 

I-hered  beo  god,  ]>at  ich  moste  :  ]>i8  dai  a-liue  i-seo  I  168 

l-chulle  bi-techo  ou  ihe^u  cnst  :  for  fram  eov  ich  mot  wende. 

Bringuth  me  ore  louerdes  flechs  and  is  blod  :  for  ^at  schal  beo  mi^ 

ende."  leorr.tomj 

U  })e  preostcs  wenden  forth  anon  :  and  folk  ^at  ^re  stod, 

And  fetten  to  p'lB  holie  maide  :  godes  fl[e]chs  and  is  blod.  172 

])o  heo  it  hadde  undeivfongue  :  and  hire  rijhtes  al-so, 

And  ]7e  oresones  weren  alle  i-seid  :  ]?at  bi-fnilen  )>er-tO| 

Mid  ))e  laste  [word]  ^  heo  ^af  peae  gost  :  ase  huy  amen  seide.        >  om. 

Aungles  ^are  weren  redie  I-nowe  :  hire  soule  to  heuene  lede.         176 

])ere  heo  is  with  ihem  crist  :  in  loye  with-onten  ende. 

Kou  god  for  seinte  lucie  loue  :  ]>udere  us  late  i-wiende  I    Amen. 

27    IT  Ici  poez  oyer  coment  seint  Thomas  de  Kaimtprbores 
nasqni.  e  de  quev  manere  gent  de  pere  e  de  Mere. 

WOUe  je  nou))e  i-heore  fis  englische  tale  :  fat  is  here  i- write  ^ 
Of  seint  Thomas  of  Caunterburi  :  al-hou  he  was  bi-jitel 
Of  londone  is  fader  was  :  A  bordeys^  hende  and  fre,  pfoiei]  ^r.horg^jt 
Gilbert  Bekat  was  is  name  :  fe  bok  tellez  me.  4 

Ake  is  Moder  was  of  hefenesse.  :  nov  sone  je  mouwen  i-heore 
Al-hou  heo  cam  into  engelonde  :  are  heo  i-cnstned  were. 
Gilebert  him  bi-]jou3te  :  fe  Croiz  for-to  fo 

In-to  fe  holie  lond  :  his  penaunce  fe  bet  to  do.  8 

So  fat,  fo  he  f  udere  cam  :  he  was  sone  i-nome, 
Ase  A  sclaue  forth  i-lad  :  and  i-don  In  prisone, 
And  faste  was  i-gwiued  :  he  and  manie  mo, 
And  i-wnst  wel  sikerliche  :  fat  he  ne  scholde  a-wei  go.  12 


BEKKT'B  father,  taken   prisoner  BT   the  SARACENS,   IS  LOVED     107 
BT  THE  AMIRAL's   DAUGHTER.       HE   ESCAPES. 

lu  Jje  Amirales  prisone^  :  heo  badden  i-beo  so  longue,  *orig.  pritonai 

To  jores  and  an  half  :  In  bendes  swi)>e  strongue, 

So  J^at  god  3af  ]7e  Amiral  :  bo]7e  heorte  and  wille 

]}e  more  to  louien  Gilobert  :  for  he  was  meoke  and  stille.  16 

£che  dale  3  wane  ))e  Amiral :  to  is  mete  wolde  go, 

he  bad,  Gilebert  to  is  mete  :  scholde  come  also — 

gret  auantage,  for-so])o,  it  was  :  ]7at  he  mi3te  so  gon ; 

Ake  euere  he  hadde  ane  peire  feteres  :  faste  him  up-on.  20 

And  ofte-si]>es  ]>e  Amiral  :  dude  for  Gilebardes  loue 

Auantage  to  is  felawes  :  ])at  with  him  weren  In  prisone. 

hit  bi-feol  ]>at  Amiral  :  Ane  faire  dou3ter  hadde — 

Childrene  of  is  owene  :  none  mo  for-so])e  he  nadde.  24 

priucliche  heo  dude  for  Gilebert  :  Auantages  manie  and  fele. 

And  ofte-sij^e  heo  wolde  speke  with  him  :  3wane  heo  mi3te  to  bi- 

stele — 
For  heo  ne  dorste  bi-fore  hire  fader  :  laste  he  it  onder-3ete 
J5at  it  were  for  gyle  :  J>at  heo  with  him  speke.  28 

3eot  it  bi-feol  In  a  dai  :  ^at  heo  sai3  ]70  heo  mi3te  : 
to  Gillebert  heo  eode  priueliche  :  and  echste  him  3wat  he  hi3te 
And  of  3wat  bi-leue  he  were  ;  and  of  3wyche  londe, 
And  3if  he  infolde  for  is  louerdes  loue  :  ]>ene  deth  a-fonge.  32 

Gilbert  hire  Ansuerede  ]>o  :  In  swij^e  fair  manere  : 
''  Of  engelonde  ich  am,  and  mstine  Man  :  ^ei  ich  beo  nou))e  here ; 
Mi  name  is  Gilbert  beket  :  of  Londene  ]>e  cite ;  1  ms.  )>ad. 

gladliche  icholde  ))ane  deth  a-fongue  :  for  ia  loue]7at^  boujte  me,    36 
And  for-to  saui  mi  crtstine-dom  :  and  mine  trewe  bi-leue  al-so." 
]}is  womman  to  Gilbert  wel  sone  :  ]>eos  wordes  heo  seide  to : 
"  Cnstine-dom  ichulle  onder-fonge  :  for  f e  loue  of  J>e, 
And  ]>ou  a-non  aftur-ward  :  treweliche  weddi  me.''  40 

Gilbert  was  ful  sore  a-drad  :  of  ))is  wommane  sawe, 
Laste  heo  wolde  bi-Meldi  him  :  3ware-^oru3  he  were  a-slawe. 
To  3eres  and  an  half  he  was  sclaue  :  and  ^at  him  J^ou^te  longe : 
So  ))at  he  and  ia  felawes  :  gonne  heom  onder-stonde  44 

]}at  heo  wolden  ]>et  prison  breke  :  and  A-weiward  gon ; 
Sore  heo  weren  alle  a-ferd  :  for  traison  of  )>at  womman.  [foi.  61  b.] 

]}at  prison  heo  breken  :  ri3t  ^ulke  daie  at  eue ; 


108    bbkbt's  fathxb  is  followed  by  the  aioral's  dauohteb. 

8hb  finds  him  in  london. 

Forth  heo  wenden  alio  a-wei  :  ]>aTe  nolde  non  bi-leue.  48 

In  ]7e  morewe-tide  heo  weren  i-sou^t  :  bote  ]>^r  nas  non  i-foonde. 

Ak  ]>o  bi-]>ou3te  ]7at  Maiden  hire  :  In  wel  luyte  stounde 

hov  heo  mi3te  best  on  take  :  and  jwat  heo  mijte  do ; 

So  ))at  heo  porueide  hire  :  and  fort  a-wei  gan  go.  52 

Al-bi  nyjte  heo  wende  a-wei  :  men  nusten  jware  heo  bi-cam. 

Ne  heo  ne  cou])e  nanne  wei  :  bote  god  was  hire  lodes-man. 

j)OTU)  godes  grace  heo  was  i-lad  :  with  men  ]>at  onder-stoden  hire 

langage, 
So  ^at  beo  cam  to  ]7e  se  :  and  redi  fond  hire  jmssage.  56 

))ane  wei  heo  Axede  In  hire  langage  :  In-to  engelonde ; 
So  ]>at  heo  cam  with  pilegrimes  :  ase  ich  me  onder-stonde, 
Ouer  ))e  se  sauf  and  wel  :  pOTU^  grace  ^at  heo  hadde 
Of  lesu  crist,  and  socur  of  men  :  ]>at  hire  ouer  ladden.  60 

heo  ne  cou]>o  no-]>ing  conteini  hire  :  ne  speken  no-]>e-mo ; 
Ake  euere  heo  axede  In  hire  langage  :  to  londone  for-to  go. 
Mid  pilegrimes  and  ]>ora  grace  of  god  :  to  londone  heo  cam. 
And  ]k)  heo  was  )>udere  i-come  :  J^are  ne  knev  heo  no  man,  64 

Ke  heo  ne  couj^e  speke  ne  hire  bi-seo  :  bote  ase  a  best  ])at  a-strayed 

were. 
))are-fore  on  hire  gapede  alday  :  swy^e  muche  fol[c]  ^re, 
bo))e  Men  and  wommen  :  and  children  8uy]7e  fale — 
>  for  hire  continaance  was  wonderful  :  and  hire  speche  no  Man  ne 

cou]?e  ^are.  68 

In  Manie  stretes  heo  hadde  i-wandret —  :  )>at  Man  may  wel  i-wite, 
So  ])at  bi-fore  gilbertes  house  :  ))e  Noyse  was  onder-jite. 
For  ]>e  koaue  ]7at  hadde  with  him  :  In  he]7enesse  i-beo, 
to  fe  dore  he  om  swyjje  :  fe  dune  for-to  i-seo.  -  72 

he  i-sai^  ))at  it  was  fe  Amirales  doubter  :  J^at  al  fe  wondringuo  w.s 

on: 
hasteliche  he  tornede  In  a-^en  :  to  is  louerd  a-non, 
And  seide,  ^e  Amirales  dou3ter  was  :  In  ]>e  strete  ])are-oiite, 
And  suy))e  gret  prece  of  gurles  and  Men  :  comen  hire  al-a-boute ;    76 
he  seide,  "  al  fe  gredinge  is  for  hire  :  J>at  30  doth  nou])e  i-heore." 
"  Louerd,"  seide  gilbert,  **  3weJ>ur  heo  beo  :  al-one  with-outen  fere  1 " 
he  het  is  knaue  loki  soth]>eliche  :  3if  ])at  heo  it  were ; 


beket'b  fathkb  tblls  six  bishops  of  thb  amibal's  dauohteb   109 

AND   HSB  FOLLOWma   HIM. 

And  bad  hire  leden  to  ane  guode  wyues  house  :  and  a-stunte  with 
hire  )>ere,  80 

And  ^at  heo  hire  scholde  finde  i-nou^  :  of  al  )>at  heo  haddo  neode, 
ri3t  ase  heo  wolde  is  owene  bodi  :  and  he  hire  ]>arof  bede. 
Al-so  tjme  ase  pia  knaue  :  to  ^ia  Mayde  cam, 
For  loye  heo  ful  a-doon  i-swowe  :  opon  ]>e  harde  ston.  84 

])o  hire  stat  was  a-jein  i-come  :  ^e  knaue  hire  op  nam, 
And  heo  wel  gladliche  with  him  eode  :  to  ]7ulke  guode  womman. 
An^  heo  hire  onder-feng  8wi]>e  faire  :  for  gilberdes  loue ; 
heo  makede  hire  wel  an-Ayse  :  and  was  hire  swy]7e  wel-come.  88 

Gilbert  him  bi-J^oujte  :  a-non  so  he  hadde  i-ete, 
To  fe  bischop  for-to  gon  :  with  him  forto  speke, 
)}are  he  was  at  seint  poules  :  of  him  to  habbe  red  a-non  [foi. «] 

Al-jwat  him  were  of  ])at  Maide  :  is  beste  forto  don.  92 

])ane  bischop  of  londone  :  for-so]>e  he  fond  ]>ere, 
And  fyue  o]mr  bischopes  :  with  him  ]>are  were ; 
So  ))at  he  fond  ^are  six  bischopes  :  ]7e  beste  of  Engelonde. 
And  ^0  Gilbert  i-saij  heom  alle  :  bi-fore  heom  he  eode  stonde ;       96 
he  bi-gan  to  telle  is  tale  :  ]7oru3  is  owene  Mouth, 
And  are  he  hadde  al  i-told  :  heo  was  swy])e  selcouth. 
he  tolde  hou  he  In  ^e  Amirales  prisone  :  in  he]>enesse  hadde  i-be 
"^  And  ho7  ))e  Amirales  doubter  to  him  seide  :  ]>at  was  so  fair  and  fre, 
Al-hov  fat  heo  wolde  cnstine  bi-come  :  for  enchaison  of  him  • 
3if  he  wolde  weddi  hire  :  and  for-saken  al  hire  kun ;  102 

And  hou  he  and  is  felawes  :  bi-twene  hem  alle  bi-speke 
For  drede  of  hire  wordes  :  fat  prison  for-to  brake,  104 

3  If  fat  heo  mijten  grace  habbe  :  a-wei  for-to  gon, 
laste  heo  weren  alle  for  hire  :  to  strunge  def e  i-don ; 
And  al-hou  heo  was  to  londone  i-come  :  and  fram  so  fer  i-gon, 
gret  wonder  far-of  he  hadde  :  for  language  ne  coufe  heo  non.         108 
po  fis  bischopes  hadden  i-heord  :  fat  gilbert  heom  hadde  i-told, 
))e  bischop  of  wynchestre  it  wel  onder-stod  :  for  he  was  wis  and  bold  : 
])at  hit  was  al  f oruj  godes  grace  :  fat  heo  was  so  fer  i-come. 
Out  of  hire  owene  londe  so  fer  :  fat  heo  f oru  miseise  ne  hadde  i-be 

nome ;  ^  >  MS.  nonome.  112 

For  heo  ne  couf e  language  non  :  with  men  for-to  speke. 


110     BBKET*S  FATHER  WEDS  THE   AMIBAL's   DAUGHTER  ALEXANDRA^     < 

AND  BEGETS   ST.    THOMAS   ON   HER. 

With  3wan  beo  mi3te  i-winnen  hire  :  herboruwe  and  dnnke  and  mete, 
he  seide,  **with-oute  faille  :  ^ii  god  hathf  i-porueid  so 
]>at  heo  for  gilberdes  loue  :  cnstinedom  wole  onder-fo,  116 

And  gilberd  hire  wolde  weddi  :  sum  blede  of  hire  schal  come 
))at  schal  holie  churche  holde  to  ri^te  :  and  serui  godes  sone. 
For  we  it  mowen  wel  i-wite  :  and  we  woUen  ns  onder-stonde  : 
))at  heo  is  in-to  ]7is  londe  i-come  :  it  is  godes  sonde.  1 20 

for  ))at  ^ing  ])at  god  helpe  wole  :  ne  schal  nou^t  beo  for-fare." 
Alle  ])eos  o]>nre  bischopes  :  a-cordeden  to  ]>is  tale, 
And  seiden  ))at  gilberd  scholde  weddi  hire  :  and  holden  hire  to  wine, 
Jif  heo  wolde  i-cn'stned  be  :  and  tuyme  to  clene  Hue.  124 

So  fat  a-non-ri3t  fene  moruwe  :  i-porueid  it  was  al-^are 
At  seint  poules  churche,  fat  heo  scholde  :  Icnstned  beo  rijt  fare. 
po  f  e  baptisterie  was  al-redi  :  to  hire  baptizingue, 
])e  bischopes  beden  fat  Men  scholden  :  fe  womman  bi-fore  heom 
bringe.  128 

})o  heo  cam  bi-fore  f e  bischopes  :  heo  axeden  hire  wel  sone 
3if  heo  wolde  i-cmtned  beo  :  ase  la  we  was  for-to  done, 
heo  answerede  In  hire  langage  :  wel  sone  heom  a-3en  : 
3if  gilbert  wolde  hire  weddi  :  i-crtstned  heo  wolde  ben  132 

And  bote  he  hire  weddi  wolde  :  heo  nolde  cnstinedom  a-fongue, 
heo  seide  heo  wolde  raf  er  tuyme  ajen  :  In-to  hire  owene  londe. 
Gilberd  couf e  hire  language.  :  fare  he  stod  wel  stille  : 
to  fe  bischopus  he  seide  :  he  wolde  don  heore  wille.       [foi.ejb.]     136 
So  fat  heo  i-cristned  was  :  ase  god  hire  ^af  f e  grace, 
Of  alle  f e  six  bischopes  :  and  i-spouse  in  fe  place, 
hire  hef ene  name  ne  j  noujt  telle  :  for-sof e  ^wat  heo  hiet, 
J)e  name  fat  heo  of  cr/stindom  hadde  :  i-wute  30  schullen  ^et :       140 
heo  was  i-nemd  Alisaundre  :  as  ich  me  onder-stonde  ; 
Seint  Thomas  was  on  hire  bi-^ile  :  pris-martyr  of  engelonde. 
Jjo  Gilbert^  hire  hadde  i-weddet  :  wel  glad  of  him  heo  was.  » orif?.  aiiberd 
Jje  furete  NiJ3t  fat  he  knovlei3te  hire  :  he  bi-3at  seint  thomas.        144 
Fram  f e  tyme  fat  he  was  bi-3ite  :  for-to  fat  he  was  i-bore 
he  ne  lai  non  more  bi  hire  :  fane  he  dude  bi-fore. 
Anon-ri3tes  a-morewe  :  so  gret  wille  him  nam 
to  fe  holi  londe  for-to  gon  :  fat  he  cam  erore  fram,  148 


beket's  father  quits  his  wife,  she  consenting,  and  gobs     111 

AGAIN  to  the  holt  LAND  FOB  THBEB  AND  A  HALF  TEARS. 

})At  him  ]>oute  dei3e  be  scbolde  :  bote  he  wende  ar^enward  sone. 

Ake  he  bi-^oii)te  him  of  is  wiues  stat :  jwat  were  of  hire  to  done, 

laste  heo  wolde  mourny  swjpe  :  3 wane  he  were  a-gon, 

And  gret  deol  to  hire  nime —  :  for  langage  ne  cou]>e  heo  non        152 

pat  ani  Man  cou]>e  onder-stonde  :  ]>at  heo  speke  to, 

bote  gilbert  o)>ur  [his]  knaue.  :  ^are-fore  him  [was]  ful  wo. 

So  ]>at  gilbert  was  in  grete  ^oujte  :  and  bi-gan  to  sike  sore, 

laste  is  wif  gret  harm  habbe  scholde  :  ^wane  he  i-wend  weore.       156 

)}are-fore  gilbert  moumede  muche  :  and  8i3te  stille  and  softs, 

laste  is  wif  fur-fare  scholde  :  he  bi-]70ii}te  him  ofte. 

for  ]>e  monrningae  ^at  he  makede  :  is  wif  it  onder-stod, 

And  for  he  si^te  i-lomeliche  :  ]>at  i-chaunged  was  is  mod.  160 

his  wif  him  axede  swi]>e  jeome  :  and  arraysonede  him  wel  toujte, 

3if  him  mis-likede  ani-^ing  :  ]>at  grefde  him  in  ]>oujte. 

So  streitliche  heo  fraynede  him  :  ]>at  he  ne  mijte  no  leng  for-sake : 

he  tolde  hire  hov  gret  wille  he  hadde  :  ]rene  wei  a-^ein  to  take,      164 

For-to  trauaili  is  bodi  more  :  ase  euerech  man  wel  onjte, 

Al  for-to  honouri  lesu  crist  :  )>at  him  so  deore  a-bou^te. 

])o  heo  sai}  gilbertus  wille  :  ]7at  it  was  so  guod, 

heo  nolde  no-]7ing  a-3en  him  beo  :  for-to  chaungi  is  mod,  168 

Ake  heo  jaf  him  conseil  ^ane  wei  to  gon  :  ]7at  he  hadde  In  )>ou3te. 

And  forto  queme  lesu  crtst :  ^at  him  deore  bou^te. 

])are  was  i-sene  ^at  heo  was  treowe  :  and  of  studefast  mod  I 

heo  nolde  letten  hire  louerd  nou^t  to  done  :  ]>at  him  ^ou^te  god,   172 

Ake  euere  heo  bad  him  ]7ane  wei  gon  :  ]7at  he  hadde  In  ^oajt 

For-to  send  is  creatour —  :  J^are-a-jein  he"  nolde  beo  nou3t, 

And  3eome  he^  bad  for  enchaison  of  hire  :  he  ne  scholde  it  nou3t 

bi-leue.  » «  hao 

Saue^  heo  bi-sou3te  gilbert  :  ^at  he  one  bone  hire  3eue :  >  Ms.Mm  176 
))at  heo  moste  is  knaue  with  hire  habbe  :  ^at  hire  langage  cou]>e. 
And  for  he  scholde  hire  solas  beo  :  and  speke  to  hire  with  mou]>e. 
heo  truste  so  muche  to  lesu  cnst :  ]>at  to  cristinedom  ire  hadde  i-brou3t, 
]}at  heo  ne  scholde  nou3t  fur- fare —  :  so  treowe  was  hire  ^ovL^t     180 
Gilebard  lefde  is  knaue  wit  hire  :  his  name  was  Eichard  Mone.  [foi.  et] 
he  grei])ede  him  wel  haste-liche  :  and  wende  is  wei  wel  sone. 
To  pe  holie  londe  he  wende  :  In  penaunce  ase  he  dude  er, 
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HIS  mother's  death  forges  him  to  leave  school. 

And  )>are  he  bi-lefde  ])0  :  fulle  furth])e-balf  3er.  184 

po  he  hadde  )>re  3er  fare  i-be  :  and  an  half  3er  more, 

Into  is  owene  londe  :  a-longued  he  was  sore. 

3if  )>at  he  was  )>are  ou^t  i-knowe  :  I-ne  can  ou  tellen  non  ende ; 

bote,  ase  ])e  bok  us  tellez  :  ham  ward  he  gan  )>o  wende.  188 

And  ])o  he  to  londene^  cam  :  Ichot  wel,  paie  he  founde        ^ms.  iond«M 

his  wif  and  thomas,  is  ^onge  sone  :  bo]}e  hole  and  sounde. 

Welle,  muche  was  )>e  loie  :  )>at  he  makede  with  is  sone, 

And  also  he  dude  with  is  wif  :  ])0  he  was  hom  I-come ;  192 

And  is  wif  gret  loie  made  :  with  hire  housebonde. 

For  he  was  hire  swife  wel-come  :  In-to  engelonde. 

'pai  child  heo  setten  to  lore  :  are  it  were  seue  3er  eld ; 

Ich  wot,  it  leomede  swi)>e  wel :  and  wax  swi)>e  quointe  and  held.  196 

Jjo  Jat  he  was  wel  i-woxe  :  of  bodi  and  of  clergise, 

pat  pe  bischop  of  londone  :  wilnede  is  seruise, 

he  nolde  serui  )>e  bischope  nout :  ake  he  bi-lefde  at-hom. 

And  preide  is  fader  wel  3eme  :  ]}at  he  moste  to  schole  gon.  200 

Of  is  fader  and  of  is  moder  :  3e  habbez  i-heord  telle, 

Acke  of  seint  thomas  him-selue  :  )>at  beste  cometh  nou  to  spelle. 

IT  Hio  Isci  Comence  la  vie  seint  Thomas  Eroeeueske  de 
Kaunterbnry. 

ENgelond,  wel  glad  fov  beo  :  for  fou  mi3t  wel  efe. 
And  al-so  holi  churche  :  for  one  Mannes  defe,  204 

Pe  erchebischop  seint  Thomas  :  fat^  wel  deore  bou3te  ia/.)>«toa 

With  is  blod  and  with  is  brayn  :  fat  fe  scharpe  swerd  sou3te ! 
Seint  Thomas,  fis  holi  Man  :  to  Alle  guodnesse  he  drov3. 
At  londone  he  was  i-bore  :  of  guode  Men  i-nou3,  208 

For  of  londone  is  fader  was  :  a  wel  guod  emne  Man. 
J3is  child  was  3ong  to  schole  i-set  :  And  swi))e  wel  he  bi-gan. 
His  Moder  him  wolde  al  day  rede  :  and  wel  ofte  on  him  crie 
Chaste  lijf  and  clene  for-to  lede  :  and  for-sake  lecherie,  212 

And  louien  bi-fore  al  of ur  fing  :  god  and  seinte  Marie, 
And  serui  hem  and  holi  churche  :  and  bi-leuen  alle  folie. 
J3is  child,  )>ei  it  were  3ong  :  swife  wel  fis  under-stod — 
For  seli  child  is  sone  i-lered  :  fare  hfl.})enchez  to  beon  guod.  216 
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]}o  )>is  child  was  bet  in  elde  :  and  of  to  and  twenti  jer, 

his  moder  wende  out  of  )>is  line  :  ))at  so  muchel  him  louede  her. 

J)\a  child  wolde  lengore  gon  to  scole  :  ake  is  fader  him  nolde  finde — 

For  ])at  child  fsi  is  modur  for-leost  :  is  help  b  muche  bi-hinde.    220 

\>\a  child  )H}raj  is  fader  heste  :  ase  man  )>at  o^vlt  red  not, 

Seruede  A  borgeys  of  pQ  toun  :  and  his  a-countes  wrot 

So  longe  ])at  he  cam  to  court :  and  was  in  guod  ofi&z 

With  ^e  erchebischop  of  Kaunterburi  :  sire  tebaud,  gaod  and  wis.  224 

He  seruede  him  so  hendeliche  :  ))at  In  a  luytel  stounde 

he  makede  him  h\a  conseiller  :  so  studefast  he  him  founde  ;' 

hiB  ercedekne  he  makede  him  seth])e  :  and  dude  al  bi  is  rede. 

Swyfe  wel  bi-gan  fis  Ercedekne  :  holi  churche  bi-lede,  228 

And  stifliche  heold  op  hire  ri^te —  :  ))at  alle  Men  i-seie, 

An  ))ar-of  nolde  he  ]H>lien  no  wrong  :  ))ei  he  scholde  ]}are-fore  deie. 

Wel  ofte  he  wende  to  rome  :  for  holi  churche  al-so — 

Swuche  prelatus  al-to  fewe  :  beoth  nou]>e  In  office  i-do  I  232 

H  So  ]}at  henri  king  of  Engelonde  :  after  sire  steuene  pe  blays — 

Duyk  of  Noimandie —  :  y-maked  was  al  In  pays. 

J>iB  king  henri  ^e  3ongue  :  ])o  he  to  londe  cam, 

louede  muche  wel  to  do  :  and  guode  Men  to  him  nam,  236 

And  fondede  to  habben  guod  conseil  :  and  wis  bi  al  is  mi^to, 

For-to  holden  riche  and  pouere  :  euerech  man  to  ri^te. 

Of  )>e  Ercedekne  Thomas  :  Men  tolden  him  sone  i-nou}, 

hoY  he  was  stable  Man  and  wis  :  and  to  alle  guodnesse  drou3  :      240 

))oru3  ^e  Erchebischopes  graunt  :  he  makede  him  chaunceler — 

For  euere  Man  mot  him  a-bouwie  :  ))at  hauez  mest  pouwer. 

))o  ])is  holi  Man  was  i-tomed  :  fram  ])e  office  of  holi  churche 

To  a  gret  office  of  )>e  world  :  ))are-after  ho  moste  wurche :  244 

Al-to  nobleie  of  ])e  worlde  :  his  continaunce  he  brou^te-^ 

Of  swuche  porture  neuere  Man  i-holde  nas —  :  ^ei  o]>ur  were  is  you^te. 

With  more  nobleie  he  rod  i-nouj  :  ^ane^e  was  i-wonet  to  do  : 

his  loreins  weren  al  of  seluer  :  stirapes  and  spores  al-so ;  248 

pley  he  siwede  of  hauekus  :  and  of  houndes  I-nou3  ; 

And  ase  men  J^ou^ten,  In  euereche  point  :  to  alle  pruyte  he  drou^. 

bote  In  is  heorte  it  was  an-o))ur  :  hov-so  he  him  here ; 

And  euere  he  was  chaste  )>oru3  alle  ^iug  :  hov-so  it  euere  were.      252 

LEGENDS  OF   SAINTS.  "  I 
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Ake  euere  he  was  for  holi  churche  :  and  for  pouere  Men  al-so, 

A-jen  fe  proute  courteoures  :  fat  a-jen  heom  wolden  ou3t  do.^  ^SJSUi?* 

V  To  holden  op  hoU  churcUe  rijte :  so  muche  wo  he  gan  drie  ^^^ 

A-3en  )>e  lu)>ere  courteours  :  ])at  a-nuyden  him  of  is  Hue,  256 

Also  he  tolde  )>e  Erchebischope  :  wepinde  swij^e  sore. 

And  opevQ  of te  In  priueite  :  fat  loueden  him  pe  more : 

he  wilnede  mest  of  alle  f  inge  :  and  on  ore  louerd  he  gan  crie, 

p&i  he  moste  with  honour  :  bi-leue  fulke  baillie  260 

And  ech  ofur  seruise  of  court :  with  fe  Idngus  gode  wille, 

For  he  ne  mijte  nou^t  is  court  paie  :  bote  he  wolde  is  soulle  spille. 

Ake  f  e  king  him  fond  so  stable  :  and  so  guod  conseiller, 

)>at  he  nolde  make  for  no-f ing  :  non  of ur  chaunceler ;  264 

he  ne  truste  to  no  man  so  muche  :  ne  fare  nas  non  so  hei) 

)}at  he  tolde  is  priueite  so  muche  :  ne  fat  him  were  so  ne^. 

So  muche  he  caste  is  heorte  on  him  :  fat  In  his  wards  he  let  do 

his  eldeste  sone  sire  henri —  :  he  was  is  .£yr.  al-so —  268 

)9at  he  were  is  wardein  :  and  al  is  ordeinour, 

Aflur  is  wills  to  wissi  him  :  to  f  e  kingus  honur.  [M.  m] 

))e  king  wende  In-to  Normandie  :  for-to  soiorni  fere, 

And  lefde  is  sone  with  seint  Thomas  :  fat  he  is  wardein  were.      272 

U  bof  e  f  e  fader  and  f  e  sone  :  mest  heore  heorte  heo  caste 

Ope  seiot  thomas  f e  holi  Man  :  f e  3wile  it  wolde  i-laste ; 

)}are  nas  Man  In  engelond  :  fat  hadde  so  gret  power 

Of  fe  resume  ase  seint  thomas  :  bof e  fer  and  ncr.  276 

Hit  bi-fel  fat  sire  Tebaut  :  ase  god  f e  grace  sende, 

J>e  Erchebischop  of  Kauntorburi  :  out  of  f  is  Hue  wende. 

)}at  word  was  sone  wide  couth  :  a-mong  f euwe  and  freo, 

f>ai  seint  Thomas  after  him  :  scholde  Erchebischop  beo.  280 

j)Q  king  al-so  In  Noremandie  :  f o  men  tolden  him  fat  cas, 

A-non  bar  is  heorte  him  mest :  to  don  fare  seint  thomas; 

J3at  couent  of  Caunterburi  :  desirede  him  also. 

So  ase  ech  Man  it  wolde  :  i-brou3t  he^  was  far-to.  >  oz.i»    284 

At  West-munstre  he  was  i-chose  :  to  fat  heie  pouwer, 

f)e  fifte  3er  fat  he  was  i-mad  :  f e  kingus  Chaunceler ; 

he  was  of  elde  f ulke  tyme  :  of  foure  and  fourti  3er — 

his  owene  deth  he  onder-feng  :  and  is  Martyr-dom  for.  288 
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For  Je  king  was  In  Normandie  :  Ipresented  he  was  iJSite*** 

to  henri,  is  sone,  In  Engelonde  :  )»o  non  o)»ur  kyng  ^ere  nas.  ^Ha^re :  )>o 

Ake  ^ei  it  were  a-jen  is  wille  :  he  nolde  it  noa3t  for-sake.     jwucue  m. 

U  ))o^  Axede  he  in  3wuche  manere  :  ]>e  croiz  he  scholde  take.        292 

Men  seiden  him  )>at  he  scholde  a-fongue  :  holi  churche  so  freo 

)}at  he^  ne  scholde  onder  noman  :  hote  onder  ))e  pope  beo,        iiis.heo 

Ke  no-])ing  J^enche  bote  holden  op  wel  :  holi  churche  lawe. 

"  In  fis  manere/*  quath  seint  thomas  :  "ich  hire  a-fongue  fawe."  296 

J^is  was  ri3t  at  wit-sonentid  :  )»at  ^ia  dede  cam  to  ende. 

];is  guode  Man  to  Caunterburi  :  a-non  bi-gan  to  wende. 

Al  })e  contreie,  to  don  him  honour  :  a-3en  him  cam  and  drov  ; 

)}are  was  for  him  In  Caunterburi  :  loie  and  blisse  I-nov.  300 

t>at  dai  of  J>e  Trinite  :  bischop  i-sacret  he  was 

And  onder-feng  ^is  dignete  :  )>e  guode  Man  seint  thomas. 

Sire  henri,  ])e  kingus  sone  :  was  at  his  sacringue, 

And  sixtene  bischopus  al-so  :  ])is  dede  to  ende  bringue.  304 

po  ^is  dede  was  i-don  :  heo  gonno  sende  sone 

Aftur  is  palliun  to  rome  :  ase  ri3t  was  for-to  done. 

Alisaundre,  ^at  was  pope  ^o  :  he  was  at  Mount-pcllers : 

)}udere  wenden  ])is  wise  men  :  ])at  weren  is  Messagers.  308 

U  Pe  Abbod  Adam  of  Euesham  :  heore  cheuenteyn  huj  nome, 

to  ]}e  pope  Alisaundre  :  to  Mount-pcllers  heo  come. 

heore  erinde  heo  hadden  sone  of  him  :  for  [he]   hem  no-^iog  ne 

wernde, 
And  heo  nomen  heore  leue  of  him  :  and  hamward  a-3ein  hoo  turnden« 
And  ])is  pallion  wel  sone  was  :  to  seint  thomas  i-brou3t : 
))is  holi  Man  it  a-fonge  :  with  wel  milde  ))0U3t. 
H  j)o  he  was  in  is  dignete  :  al  clanliche  i-do,  [foi.  m  b.] 

he  chaungede  euerech-del  is  lif  :  and  is  maneres  al-so.  316 

j)6  here  he  dude  on  next  is  liche  :  is  flesches  maister  to  beo, 
Schuyrte  and  brech  streit  i-nov  :  a-non  doun  to  is  kneo— 
For  him  ])0U3te  ])at  he  wel  mi3te  :  of  ojmre  habbe  ^e  maistrie, 
3if  he  hadde  of  is  owene  flesche  :  al-oyt  ^e  seignorie ;  320 

3if  is  soule  Maister  were  :  and  is  flesch  is  hjne, 
him  ])ou3te  he  ini3te  is  dignete  :  bringue  to  guode  fine. 
Seth])e  on-ouewarde  fe  here  :  fQ  Abite  of  Monek  he  nam^ 

I   8 
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And  a-boue  al  ])an  clerkene  Kobe  :  ase  to  is  stat  bi-cam ;  324 

So  ])at  he  was  clerk  with-oute  :  and  with-Inne  Monek  alnso, 
)>oru3  ])e  Abite  ]>at  he  hadde  on  him  :  piiueliche  i-do. 
In  penaunce  and  In  fastingue  :  he  was  ni^t  and  dai, 
And  In  is  oresones,  bote  som  3wile  :  pat  he  slepe  lai ;  328 

And  jwane  he  scholde  eten  is  meto  :  for  ))at  he  moste  nede, 
Eaere  he  preide  ore  swete  louerd  :  ^at  he  moste  wol  spede ; 
And  euere  3wane  he  Masse  song  :  he  wep  and  si^te  sore ; 
he  hastede  euere  })are-with  faste  :  ue  mijte  no  man  more.  332 

U  Synpe  faire  he  fedde  him  at  is  bord  :  with  grete  nobleie  and  prujte 
And  of  )>e  beste  him-sulf  he  et :  ake  ofte  bote  luyte. 
Of  is  ordres  he  was  ful  streit  :  and  he  was  in  grete  fere 
Foi>to  ordeinen  ani  Man  :  bote  he  pQ  betere  were.  336 

Idul  nolde  he  neuere  beo  :  ake  euere  doinde  he  was ; 
In  eche  manere  of  betere  liue  :  neuere  no  bischop  nas. 
Sire  henri,  fe  kingus  sone  :  ^at  with  him  was  er  i-brou^t, 
bi-lefde  euere  In  is  warde  :  fram  him  nolde  he  nou^t  340 

\>e  loue  )>at  was  hem  bi-twene  :  nas  neuere  more  i-seie, 
Ke  of  no  Man  ])is  child  nadde  :  neuore  more  loue  eije.^  i  ai.iM«i}« 

f*^^  TTIt  bi-fel  Jat  J>e  king  :  ovt  of  Noremandie  cam 

JLJL  In-to  Enguelonde,  pe  stat  to  loke  :  and  al-so  is  kynedom.   344 

Seint  Thomas  nam  with  him  :  sire  hanri,  is  sone, 

And  wel  faire  with  honour  :  wende  to  south-hamptone. 

))are  was  loie  and  blisse  i-nou^  :  ])o  heo  to-gadere  come ; 

heo  custen  and  heo  clupten  faste  :  and  hereden  god  i-lome.  348 

j)e  king  bi-lefde  In  Engelonde  :  to  wardi  is  kynedom. 

Seint  thomas  to  is  priuMtez  :  cuere-more  he  nam 

And  heold  him  euere  ase  he  dude  er  :  is  hexte  conseiller ; 

bi  is  wille  he  nolde  habbe  i-haued  :  non  o]>ur  chaunceler.  352 

Euere  jwane  he  ani-))Lng  dude  :  ))at  were  a-^en  )>e  ri^te, 

Srtint  thomas  it  with-seide  :  euere  with  al  is  mijte. — 

Hit  bi-fel  fat  fe  bischop  of  wirecestre  :  sone  fere-after  ded  was, 

And  fe  bischop  of  hereforde  al-so  :  ase  ore  louerd  jaf  fat  cas.        356 

J^  bischopriches  fuUen  bof e  :  In-to  fe  kingus  bond, 

For-to  onder-fonge  al  fe  prov  f are-of  :  ase  lawe  was  in  fe  lond. 

H  pe  king  heom  nolde  nou^t  ^iue  sone  :  bote  heold  heom  swife  longe 
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In  his  hond,  ])at  he  mi^te  )>ar-of  :  ^e  more  prov  a-fonge.    Cft>i.65]     360 
Hit  ne  likede  nou^t  seint  Thomas  :  pat  holi  churche  so 
Scholde  for  a  lujtel  coueitise  :  In  pe  kingus  warde  beon  i-do ; 
he  ])ou}te  ])at  it  was  swijye  muche  :  a-3en  ore  louerdes  wille, 
And  ])at  ]}e  king  mi^te  In  swuche  manere  :  holi  churche  a-spille.  364 
he  bad  ])e  kinge  In  faire  mauere  :  ))at  he  ne  scholde  it  nou^t  bi-leue 
)}at  ^ulke  tweie  bischoperiches  :  some  guode  Men  he  ^eae. 
pe  king  him  grauntede  mildeliche  :  and  nas  nou3t  a-3en  is  bone, 
Ake  ];eos  bischopriches  bo)^  he  jaf  :  twei  guode  Men  wel  sonc.     368 
U  Seint  thomas  J^ou^te  wel  :  pai  he  ne  mi^te  noujt  paie 
])e  kingue  ne  his  conseil :  bote  he  wolde  holi  churche  bi-traie ; 
In  gret  care  and  in  soruwe  he  was  :  hov  he  mi^te  best  do, 
For  he  ne  mijte  nou^t  paien  Ihesu  cmt  :  and  )>ene  kingue  also.     372 
Seint  Thomas  halewede  )»at  ilke  jer  :  )>e  churche  of  Redinge, 
)9at  i-founded  was  and  a-rerd  :  J^oru^  heari  ^e  o)>ur  kingue, 
]?at  3eot  lith  ])are  wel  faire  i-bured —  :  willamcs  sone  bastard. 
In  ^ulke  3ere  seint  thomas  :  schrinede  seint  edward  376 

At  westmunstre,  ^are  he  lijth  :  ))at  bi-fore  king  wiUame  was ; 
bote  king  harald  heom  was  bi-tueone  :  for-to  is  power  no  leng  nas. 
)}e  lone  was  euere  gret  i-nou3  :  bi-tweone  seint  thomas 
And  )>e  kinge,  for-to  ]>e  feond  :  destourbede  hit,  alias  1  380 

luyte  an  luyte  ^at  contek  sprong  :  for  pouere  Mannes  ri3te : 
paie  ore  louerd  and  ]>e  kiuge  :  )>is  holi  man  ne  mi3te. 
))e  furste  tjme  ^at  seint  thomas  :  ovtliche  him  with-seide, 
hit  was  for  )^  king  a-3en  pouere  Men  :  dude  onri3tful  dede.  384 

U  pe  king  nam  fro  3er  to  3ere  :  )>oru3  Engelond  wel  wide 
After  is  wille  ane  summe  of  panes  :  i-deld  bi-eche  side. 
And  sethj^e  )»ora  an-queste  :  he  let  ])oru3  fe  contreies  an-quere 
hov  muche  ech  Man  scholde  pa^e  :  and  hoy  muche  is  rijte  were.  388 
*  So  longue  he  nam  taillage  :  ])at  he  azede  at))e  laste 
£che  3ere  ane  c^rteyne  rente  :  )»oru3  al  engelond  wel  faste. 
3wat  for  ei3ey  jwat  for  loue  :  no  man  him  ne  with-seide ; 
bote  euere  ]H>u3te  seint  thomas  :  ^at  hit  was  an  onr^tful  dede.      392 
he  ]K>u3te  al  on  god  and  on  is  soule  :  and  bi-lefde  al  his  manhede, 
And  wende  forth  wel  baldeliche  :  to  ]7e  king  with-outen  drede : 
"  Sire,''  he  seide,  "  )ii  it  is  ^i  wille  :  ]>ou  art  riche  and  hende. 
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And  king  of  gret  pouwer  i-nov —  :  ore  louerd  f  e  more  sende.        896 

A  taillage  pov  taxt  fram  jer  to  jer  :  ^oru3-oat  al  ])i  londe, 

And  axest  it  for  a  certeine  rente  :  with  onri3te,  ich  onder-etonde ; 

For  rijte  rente  pov  dest  it  take  :  at  a  c^rtein  daie  in  pe  ^ere, 

A  certeyn  summe  a-signed  :  And  so  ne  dude  no  king  ere.  400 

3ware-)»oru3  ]}at  ]>at  certein  rente,  me  ])inchez  :  ))oy  ne  mijt  it  nou)t 

make : 
A  taillage  it  is,  and  sumdel  :  with  vnri^te  i-take." 
U  "  Thomas,  thomas,"  quad  fe  king  :  "  fou  art  mi  chaunceler, 
))ou  au3te8t  more  to  holden  op  :  )>ane  to  with-seggen  mi  power."   404 
II  "  Sire,"  quath  fis  holi  Man  :  "  ich  habbe  i-beo  with  J>e,        [foi.asK] 
And  ))ou  hast,  ore  louerd  fur-^elde  ^e  :  gret  guod  i-don  me : 
An  o))ur  baillie  ich  habbe  a-fongue  :  pei  it  were  a-3en  mi  wills, 
And  I  ne  mai  nou3t  loki  bo)»e  wel  :  bote  ich  scholde  min  owene 

a-spille ;  408 

For  ich  am  to  luyte  wuyrth  :  )>at  on  for-to  loke  : 
]}anne  dude  he  gret  folic  :  ]}at  bo]>e  me  bi-toke. 
]?are-fore  ich  fe  3elde  up  here  :  al-out  ^e  chauncelerie. 
And  take  me  al  to  holi  churche  :  to  god  and  to  seinte  Marie."      412 
po  was  ))e  king  wel  of  I-nou3  :  wro^ere  ]}ane  he  was  er ; 
Ake  nafeles  is  heorte  bar  :  euere  to  Thomas  Jer. 
])at  ]>ridde  ])ing  3eot  most  of  alle  :  and  sonest  in  wrath])e  hem  broujte : 
A  preost,  fat^  was  a  lufer  Man  :  fat  luyte  of  god  rou3te ;  >  a*.  >«:  416 
Jjat  of  Manslau3t  was  bi-cleoped  :  and  fare-fore  i-nome  also 
And  In  fe  bischopes  prisone  of  Salesburi  :  fare-fore  he  was  i-da 
))e  Mannes  frend  fat  was  a-slawe  :  siweden  ope  him  so  faste, 
So  fat  fe  preost  to  luggement  :  Ibrou3t  was  atf e  lasts.  420 

Men  acuseden  him  faste  of  fe  dede.  :  he  ne  answerede  nou3t  f er-to, 
Acke  heold  him  faste  to  holi  churche  :  and  ope  none  of  ere  he  nolde 

him  do. 
U  I-loked  him  was  to  puyrgi  him  :  f  oru3  clergie,  3if  he  mi3te. 
And  dai  him  was  f  ar-to  i-set  :  foru3  holi  churche  ri3te.  424 

)}o  f  e  dai  was  i-come  :  he  ne  mi3te  him  puyrgi  nou3t : 
he  was  sone  i-lad  a-3en  :  and  into  prisone  i-brou3t. 
j5o  was  f e  bischop  in  grete  care  :  3wat  f erof  were  to  done ; 
For-to  habbe  fe  wisore  red  :  to  seint  thomas  he  sende  sone.  428 
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And  he  him  sente  word  trjen  :  ^at  he  scholde  ^ene  preost  take 
And  on-ordeini  him  of  euerech  ordie  :  and  ase  a  lewede  Man  him 

make, 
And  seth^  don  him  in  strongue  warde  :  ^at  he  neuer-efl  ])ar-of  ne 

wende, 
In  penaunce  and  in  pine  i-nooj  :  his  sunnes  for-to  a-mende.  432 

)}o  bischop  of  Salesburi  :  dude  seint  thomas  heste ; 
So  )>at  ])e  pieost  was  i-broujt  :  In  tonnenz  hi  ye  meste. 
\>Q  ti]}inge  her-of  sone  :  to  ^e  kinge  cam, 

)}at  a  hxper  fei,  a  manquellare  :  hadde  a  so  li3t  dom.  436 

him  ]K>u)te  pai  it  nas  noujt  ri)t  :  ne  ])at  it  ne  mijte  nou^t  beo  so. 
And  phelipe  de  boys,  a  Chanojne  :  him  hadde  al-so  mis-do : 
))are-fore  was  ech  o^or  clerk  :  ^e  more  him  a-3en  wille ; 
him  ^oujte  fai  swnch  lawe  scholde  :  pe  pais  of  )>e  londe  a-spiUe.   440 
To  westmunstre  he  let  somony  :  alle  ^e  bischopes  of  engelonde, 
And  o^nre,  ^e  gretteste  clerkes  al-so  :  and  fe  hexte,  ich  onder-stonde. 
U  ''Beay  seignoors,"  ])e  king  seide  :  "I  not  jwat  je  habbeth  i-])oa3t;  mRa. 
3if  3e  goth  forth  with  ower  wille  :  ore  pais  ne  worth  ri3t  nou3t.     444 
3if  a  clerk  hath  ane  Man  a-slawe  :  o])ur  strong  pefffe  i-do, 
And  he  mouwe  ])anne  desordeined  beo  :  and  to  Hue  comen  so, 
heo  wollez  ])anne  mis-don  al  day  :  and  beon  ^are-oppe  wel  bolde. 
And  so  schal  ]>e  pays  of  ^e  londe  :  wel  vuele  beon  i-holde.  448 

Lnyte  heom  wolde  rechche  :  to  leosen  heore  ordre  so, 
^wane  heo  for  heore  ordre  ne  spariez  noujt  :  ^ef|>e  for-to  do  I       CM.  66] 
And  euere  pe  herre  heore  ordre  is  :  me  ^inchez  bi  puyr  lawe, 
ye  strengore  scholde  heore  dom  beo  :  3 wane  heo  wolden  to  fetpe  drawe." 
f  "  Sire,  sire,"  quad  seint  Thomas  :  **  y£  it  is  ^i  wille.  Ait  TbomM. 

Lothz  Ys  were  any-)»ing  to  don  :  yi  pays  for-to  a-spille.  454 

pe  clerkus  ^at  beot^  I-ordeynede  :  ^oy  wost  wel  heo  berez  a  signe 
t>Bt  heo  beoth  lymes  of  holi  churche  :  ^at  so  noble  is  and  digne ;  456 
3if  heo  weren  with  ^nlke  signe  :  to  yile  de]>e  i-do, 
A-Yiled  were  al-holi  churche  :  and  foule  i-schend  al-sa 
And  3if  heo  beoth  formest  onoxdeined  :  and  for  ^ulke  sulue  dede 
Soth^e  ]H>ru3  dom  to  dejye  i-brou3t  :  it  nere  nou3t  wel  to  rede :      460 
For  it  nas  neuere  lawe  ne  ri3t :  double  dom  to  take 
For  0  trespasi  ase  3e  wel  wuteth  :  and  sunne  it  were  to  make ; 
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And  vnwnyrjyere  ]yane  a  lewed  Man  :  holi  churche  were  so : 

A  lewed  Man  for  o  trespas  :  bote  o  luggement  nis  i-do.  464 

j3are-fore  fine  grace  we  biddeth  fe  :  jif  it  is  J)i  wille, 

]^t  ]k)v  ne  a-iere  none  newe  lawe  :  boli  cbnrcbe  to  spille, 

For  we  biddez  ni^t  ant  day  :  aae  ri^t  is  for-to  do, 

\)&t  god  bolde  fe  fine  ri3te  :  and  fine  reavme  al-so.''  468 

Btt.      H  "  beav  sire,"  quatb  f e  king  f  o  :  **  f  ov  seist  wel  i-novj. 
Ich  badde  lotbz  bi  mi  concience  :  don  holi  cburcbe  wov} ; 
For  lawes  fere  booth  and  costomes  :  fat  habbethz  euere  boon  i-holde 
Of  biscbopus  foru3  al  Engclond  :  ase  ovre  Aunceteres  us  tolde,     472 
And  bi  fe  kingus  daye  henries  :  fat  ovre  graunt-sire  was 
I-confermede  weren  and  i-holde  :  And  no  man  fare-ajen  nas. 
Woltf  u  f  ulke  lawes  holde  *)  :  do  me  to  witene  sone  1 " 

Thomas.  "  We  schuUen  do/'  seint  Thomas  seide  : ''  al  f  at  is  to  done —       476 
Alle  f  e  lawes  and  f  e  costomes  :  we  schuUen  holde  bi  ore  mi3te 
\)SLt  beothz  to  holde  and  habbeth  i-beo  :  sire, — sauue  oore  rijte." 

Bhl      "  Sauue  ouwer  ri^te  1 "  quath  f e  king  :  '<  bev  sire,  jwi  seistfou  so  t 

bi  f ulke  worde  Ine  scholde  no-f ing  :  ajen  fine  wille  do  480 

p&t  f ov  noldest  segge  fat  it  were  :  a-^en  holi  churche  rijte. 

And  so  f ou  mijtest  bringe  al  fat  lond  :  In  contek  and  In  fijte. 

3e  moten  holde  f e  lawes  :  for>sof e  ich  onder-stonde, 

J)at  word  me  finchez  venimous  :  to  f e  pays  of  fe  londe."  484 

TboniM.  "  Sire/'  quath  f  is  holi  man  :  *^  ne  meue  30  ov  ri^t  nou^t  I 
Wel  f ov  west  fat  ech  of  us  :  are  we  weren  here-to  i-brou^t, 
Trewenesso  we  f  e  sworen  ase  ri3t  was  :  and  eorf  elich  honour  al-so, 
Sauue  ore  ordre  and  ore  ri3te —  :  bote  fat  was  out  i-do.  488 

hou  scholde  we,  sire,  nouf  e  of  ur  do  1  :  30  ne  Au3ten  it  us  nou3t  beode. 
For  godes  loue  hold  us  to  ri3te  :  for  noufe  we  habbez  neode." 

fttx.      H  **Ich  i-seo  noufe,  thomas,"  quath  fe  king  :  **3ware-to  fou  wult 
drawe; 
J30V  art  I-come  to  late  :  to  bi-nimen  us  ovre  lawe.  492 

)}ov  woldest  makien  me  more  wrechche  :  fane  euere  ani  kyng  was : 
Jjare-to  fov  art  i-come  to  late  :  fou  cast  aumbes  as." 
f  e  king  [aros]  in  wrathf  e  a-non  :  and  let  heom  sitte  ech-one ;  [fid.  ee  b.] 
In-to  is  chaumbre  he  wentle  :  and  ne  grette  heom  neuer  one.         496 
Fram  londone  he  wende  sone  :  In  wrathf  0  ase  f  ei  it  were. 
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he  ne  seide  no  man  of  is  J^oujt  :  ake  bi-Iefde  heom  alle  ])ere, 
J3e  hischopus  ])0U3ten  J)o  ech-one  :  fat  he  was  wroth  i-nouj, 
J^are  weren  fewe  bote  seint  thomas  :  fat  toward  him  ne  drou).      500 
U  On  seint  Thomas  heo  criden  faste  :  is  f oa3t  forte  wende, 
Of uer  he  wolde  al  fat  lond  :  for  f ulke  one  worde  schende. 
kni^tes  and  of  are  of  te  comen  :  fat  with  f  e  kinge  were 
And  beden  seint  Thomas  ententifliche  :  fat  he  fat  word  for-bere,  504 
And  fat  it  were  him  gret  folie  :  fe  kinge  In  wrathf e  bringe, 
And  also  destourbi  al  fat  lond  :  for  so  luytel  f ingue. 
Seint  thomas  stod  longe  in  f  oa3te.  :  '*  leoue  bref  ren/'  he  seide, 
*^  A-jen  f  e  kjDgus  honur  I-ne  schal :  neuere  don  no  dede,  608 

Ake  euerech  word  ichulle  bi-leue  :  fat  a-jen  is  honor  is." 
po  weren  f  is  of  ure  glade  i-nouj  :  f  o  heo  i-heorden  f  is, 
And  radden  him  wende  to  f e  kinge  :  is  wrathf e  for-to  stille. 
"  Lef  me  were,"  quath  seint  Thomas  :  "with  ri3te  to  don  is  wille."  512 
He  wende  to  f e  kinge  to  Oxenford  :  and  with  him  fare  he  fond 
grete  Eorles  and  barones  also  :  f  e  hexte  of  al  f  e  lond. 
f>e  king  welcomede  seint  Thomas  :  ake  he  ne  made  him  nou3t  fair  chere ; 
bischopes  and  Eorles  he  let  cleopien  :  alle  fat  fere  were.  516 

H  "  Bev  sire,"  he  seide,  *'ich  am  king  :  with  ri3te  of  fis  londe ;  r&x. 

Customes  here  weren  bi-fore  :  I-vsed,  ich  onder-stonde. 
And  so  muche  wrechche  nam  ich  nou3t  :  fat  ich  nelle  fe  lawes  holde 
)}at  oyre  Auncestres  heolden  3W7le  :  ase  ore  conseil  us  tolde.         520 
]}are-fore  ichulle  fat  f ulke  lawes  :  i-confermede  beoth  ech-on 
Of  mine  eorles  and  mine  barones  al-so  :  heo  ne  with-seggez  non. 
)}are-fore  ich  bote  oy  enerechone  :  fat  30  boon  fat  ilke  dai 
At  mi  maner  at  Clarindone  :  with-outen  ani  de-lai,  524 

For-to  confermi  fis  lawe&  :  ope  peyne  fat  i  schal  ou  sette, 
Ich  bote  fat  30  beon  fare  ech-one —  :  fat  non  of  or  ne  lette.'' 
So  departede  f  e  court  f  0  :  and  euerech  to  is  In  drouj ; 
And  euere  was  seint  thomas  :  In  care  and  soruwe  i-nouj.  528 

U  fis  bischopes  and  f e  baronie  :  alle  comen  to  f e  dai3e  curmdon. 

to  clarindone  In  wilte-schire  :  fe  kingue  for-to  paye. 
l>o  heo  comen  to  fe  parlement :  f e  king  axede  heom  a-non 
3wef  ur  heo  wolden  holde  fe  lawes  :  ase  heore  Auncestres  heolden 
cch-on.  532 
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Thomas.  U  "  Sire,  sire/'  quath  seint  thomas  :  ''  }if  it  fi  wille  is, 
Ech  man  mot  speke  for  him-selue  :  and  ich  for  me,  i-wis. 
For  mi  stat  and  for  holi  churche  :  Ich  answerle  ^ar-to 
)}at  alle  )>e  olde  guode  lawes  :  And  ])at  jeot  beoth  al-so  536 

grounti  ichulle  for  holi  churche  :  for-to  habben  fin  ore, 
Sauue  ore  ri^tes  and  ore  ordre.  :  )K>n  ne  mijt  axi  nonmore.** 
H  pe  king  was  wod-wroth  for  fut  word  :  ^at  him  gan  ]k>  mislike, 
Seint  Thomas  wep  In  is  heorte  :  and  sore  bi-gan  to  sike.    ltd.  67]  540 
Al-to  blodi  was  f&t  word  i-seid  :  and  deore  it  was  a-boujt : 
)}are-fore  was  seint  Thomas  :  to  stronge  depe  i'-bron3t. 
pe  bischop  of  Salesburi  :  and  of  Northwiche  alnso 
Wepinde  knevleden  to  seint  thomas  :  pat  he  scholde  ano^or  do    644 
And  habbe  rev)>e  of  al-holi  churche  :  and  of  heom  echone, 
"  )}at  we  ne  beon  alle  to  grounde  i-broujt  :  for  ]7ulke  worde  one." 
hei3e  Men  fat  with  ])e  kingue  weren  :  mani  on  al-s[o]  wende 
And  knevleden  to  seint  Thomas  :  fat  word  for-to  a-mende.  648 

U  "  Louerdyngues,"  quath  seint  Thomas  :  "  ich  am  ^et  a  jong  man 
And  lujte  jwule  habbe  bischop  i-beo  :  and  ])ar-on  lujtel  ich  can : 
))are-fore  of  ower  olde  lawes  :  transcnt  ^e  me  take. 
And  ^are-oppe  ichchulle  conseillen  me  :  ^wuche  beon  to  foivsake."  552 
^e  king  him  let  a  traunscn't  take  :  of  J^is  customes  echon. 
Seint  Thomas  grountede  some  of  heom  :  and  with-seide  mani  on. 

Prima  lex.  II  j)Q  lawes  fat  ichulle  TLOufQ  telle  :  he  grauntede  wel  fawe  : 

'  3if  A  bonde-man  hath  ane  sone  :  )>at  to  clergie  beo  i-drawe,      >  ms.  ¥• 
He^  schal  nou)t  with-oute  is  louerdes  leue  :  nojwere  i-crouned  beo, 
For  ]}ey-Man  ne  mai  nou^t  beon  i-maket :  a-^en  is  louerdes  wille  frea' 

Alia  lex.    U  An  o)7ur  lawo  he  grauntede  al-so  :  ))at  je  mowen  nou)»e  i-seo : 

'  3if  ani  man  of  holi  cliurche  :  halt  ani-))ing  of  lay-fe,  560 

person,  preost,  o)>ur  jwat-so  he  beo  :  he  schal  don  J^re-fore 
))e  seruise  ]>at  to  fe  kinge  bi-fallez  :  ]}at  is  ri^te  nere  for-lore ; 
And  In  plaidingue  stonde  in  eche  place  :  and  In  iuggement  al-so, 
bote  3  ware  ani  Man  schal  beon  bi-leomed  :  of \it  to  de)>e  i-do.'       664 

Tertuiw.  51  He  grauntede  also,  *3if  ani  Man  :  fe  kingues  traytur  were 
And  aui  man  is  chatcus  :  to  holi  churche  here, 
]}at  holi  churche  ne  scholde  nou3t  :  fe  chateus  with  strencjye  lette, 
Ake  fe  king  hem  scholde  wel  baldeliche  :  ase  is  howene  fette.      668 


.• 
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For  al  )»at  ^e  kingas  feloun  hath  :  ^e  kingus  catel  it  is, 
And  ech  man  in  holi  churche  :  is  owene  take  i-wis.' 
Seint  Thomas  grauntede  blujyeliche  :  )»eos  and  opxae  mo, 
Ake  ])eos  o])ere  he  with-seide —  :  ^at  dude  him  muche  wo :  672 

H  *  Jif  bi-twene  tweie  lewede  men  :  were  ani  striuingue,  i  oontjr»dict«. 

0]}ur  bi-tuene  a  lewed  man  and  a  clerk  :  for.holi  churche  ])ingue, 
Ase  for  Avouweson  of  churche  :  jwefur  scholde  fe  churche  jiue, 
f>e  king  wolde  ))at  In  his  court  :  ])at  plai  scholde  beon  i-driue,       576 
H  for  ase  muche  ase  a  lewed  Man  :  f  e  o  partye,  was 
clanliche  onder  ])e  kingue  :  and  onder  no  bischop  nas.' 
H  An  ofur  lawe  was  *  Jat  no  bischop  :  ne  clerk  no]>e-mo  U». 

Scholde  out  of  engelonde  :  with-oute  ])e  kingus  leue  go,  580 

And  ^anne  heo  scholden  swerien  heore  oth  :  opon  ^e  boke,  i-wis, 
]}at  heo  ne  scholden  purchaci  non  vuel  :  pe  kingue  ne  none  of  his.' 
H  J)e  ])ridde  was, '  jif  ani  man  :  In  mansingue  were  i-brou^t  'U»» 

And  seth]}e  come  to  amendement  :  and  a-3en  ri3te  nere  noujt,      584 
\)at  he  ne  scholde  nou^t  swerie  op-on  ye  boke  :  ake  borewes  finde 
he  scholde  [foi.  e?  b.] 

to  stonde  to  al  \)Skt  holi  churche  :  with  ri^te  him  lokie  wolde/ 
H  pe  ferf e  was  '  fat  no  man  :  fat  of  f e  kinge  heolde  ou^t  UU». 

In  chief  of  ur  In  seruise  :  in  mansingue  nere  i-brou3t,  588 

bote  fe  wardeins  of  holi  churche  :  brou^te^  him  fer-to,  » at.  i>»tbr. 

)}at^  seiden,  of  ar  is  baillifs  :  ^wat  he  hadde  mis-do,  >  at.  [yekyngt. 

And  lokede  formest  3wef er  heo  wolden  :  to  amendement  it  bringe. 
And  bote  buy  wolden,  bi  heore  leue  :  fanne  don  fe  mansingue.'  692 
H  J)e  fifte  was  '  fat  no  bischopriche  :  ne  non  Abbeie  also,^  ?•. 

Jjat  were  voyde  with-oute  prelat  :  In  fe  kingus  bond  were  I-do 
And  fe  king  scholde  al  fat  lond  :  ase  is  owene  take,  *  A;feay«r^'*^**' 
For-to  atf e  laste  fat  him  luste  :  ani  prelat  make ;  596 

And  fanne  scholde  f ilke  prelat  :  of  is  chapele  i-chose  beo. 
Of  is  clerkus  3wuch  fat  he  wolde  :  fat  benefiz  to  bi-seo ; 
And  fanne  3wane  he  were  i-chose  :  In  is  chapele  fere 
homage  he  scholde  don  to  him  :  are  he  j-confermed  were.'  600 

H  J)e  sixte  was, '  3if  ani  plait  :  to  chapitle  were  i-drawe  ri». 

And  ani  man  made  ani  apel  :  3if  men  duden  him  a-3en  lawe,        >  om. 
))at  to  fe  bischop  fram  fe  Ercedekne  :  his  apel  [he]^  scholde  make, 
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And  fram  ))e  bischop  to  fe  Erchebischop  :  and  8etb])e  non  herre  take ; 

bote  J»e  Ercbebiscbopes  court  :  to  rijte  bim  wolle^  bringe,         *  r.woidf 

)}at  be  scbolde  fiam  ])ulke  court  :  bi-cleopien  to  ^e  kinge, 

And  fram  )>e  kinge  non  bene ' —  :  so  )>at  at]}enende 

}>e  playdingue  fram  boli  cburcbe  :  to  ^e  kingue  scbolde  i-wende,  608 

And  ]}e  king  a-mendi  scbolde  :  ])e  Ercbebiscbopes  dede 

And  beon  cbief  of  boli  cburcbe—  :  ake  seint  tbomas  it  witb-seide. 

\iKlI  j)e  seue]7e  was  '  ^at  playdingue  :  yat  of  dette  were, 

for-to  jelde  ])oru}  treu^e  i-plijt  :  and  noujt  i-bolde  nere  612 

Al-]>ei  it  ))oru3  treu]}e  were  :  fe  playdinge  scbolde  beon  i-broujt 
bi-fore  fe  kinge  and  is  baillifs  :  and  to  boli  cburcbe  nou^t' 
vi^'.  U  \>e  ev^tefe  was  '  ]>at  In  fe  londe  :  citation  non  nere 

poTU)  bulle  of  ye  pope  of  rome  :  Ake  clanlicbe  bi-leuod  were.'       616 

ii*.1I  ])e  Kin])e  was  '  ])at  peteres  panes  :  ]>at  men  gaderiez  mani  on, 
)}e  pope  nere  nou^t  on  i-send  :  ake  )>e  kingue  euerecb-on.' 

z*»  IT  \>e  teojra  was, '  ^if  ani  clerk  :  ase  felun  were  i-take 

And  for  kingus  felon  j-proued  were  :  and  be  ne  mi3te  noujt  for-sake, 

]}at  men  scholden  furst  desordeini  bim  :  and  setb])e  ])oru^  ri^te  lawe 

And  ]?oru3  ri^t  luggement  of  )>e  londe  :  bringe  bim  of  l\jf-dawe.'  622 

peoe  customes,  and  manie  o)»ere  :  ])e  king  pulte  fortb  a-non. 

And  bet  ^oru^-out  al  pla  lond  :  )>at  Men  beom  beolden  ecbon.       624 

]}ene  feor])e  dai  bi-fore  candelemasse  :  )>o  )>is  was  ido, 

]}e  king  bet  seint  ibomas  a-non  :  and  ])e  o))ere  biscbopus  al-so 

On  ^is  cbartre  beore  seles  sette  :  ])at  non  aftur-tale  nere, 

J)at  )>ulke  costomes  weren  i-bolde  :  ]}oru3  al  fe  londe  yere.  628 

*'  Sire,  sire,''  quatb  seint  tbomas  :  ''  for  godes  loue  yin  ore, 

to  conseili  us  betere  3ir  us  furst  :  are  we  speken  ber-of  more ! "  [foi.  as} 

So  ^at  respit  was  J^arof  I-nome  :  and  ecb  wende  In  bis  side. 

IT  Seint  tbomas  nam  ])at  transcn't  :  and  nolde  no  lengore  a-bide,  632 

to  wincbestre  be  wende  Jeanne  :  witb  soruwe  and  care  i-novj 

boy  be  mi3te  boli  cburcbe  scbilde  :  fram  yia  mucbele  W0V3. 

jwane  oj^ur  Men  weren  faste  a-slepe  :  be  wep  and  8i3te  sore, 

"  And  lesus^  belpe  boli  cburcbe '' :  and  cride  bim  milce  and  ore.  636 

be  i-sai  yai  )>er  nas  bote  0  wei  :  o))ur  be  moste  stif  beo,       >  a/.  &  bikd  god 

Ofur  boli  cburcbe  was  al  bi-nefe  :  fat  witb  ri3te  was  so  freo. 

Sori  and  careful  be  was  I-nov  :  ])at  be  tok  on  so, 
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For-to  entri  into  Answere  :  ])are  he  ne  oujte  nouji  to  do,  640 

))at  he  arfeng  ))at  tronscnt  :  and  respit  hadde  i-bede : 

For  him  J^ou^te  ])at  al-holi  churche  :  In  ^at  he  misdude ; 

For  holi  churche  ne  scholde  :  In  none  stude  stonde  to  dome 

Ke  Ansuerie  kinge  ne  prince  no))iir  :  bote  ^e  pope  of  rome.  644 

H  pe  deol  )>at  thomas  makede  :  no  tounge  telle  ne  may. 

"  Louerd/'  he  seide,  "  alas,  alas  :  ))at  ich  euere  i-sai)  ])is  day, 

pai  ich  ])e  warde  of  holi  churche  :  so  folliche  scholde  take, 

And  so  freo  ase  heo  was  er  :  ]>us  ))eu  seth)>e  hire  make  1  648 

heo  ])at  was  er  so  hei^  and  freo  :  bi  mine  Auncestres  daye, 

]}at  ich  hire  scholde  bL-neo])e  bringe  :  Alias  !  and  so  bi-traie, 

for  ])is  Martyrs  ])at  jwylene  weren  :  for  hire  to  stronge  depe  i-do, 

heo  is  nou]ye  ])ev  ])oru3  me  i-maked  !  :  Alias,  ^wi  dude  ich  so  f       652 

luytel  wuyrth  ich  am  of  holi  churche  :  wardein  for-to  beo, 

And  al-so  vnwurth))eliche  ))ar-to  i-nome —  :  ))at  ech  man  may  i-seo : 

For  ich  nam  nou^t,  ase  ri3t  was  :  frara  none  ordre  i-nome, 

Ake  fram  heije  kingus  court  to  holi  churche  :  and  ])at  wolde  vuele 

bi-coroe.  656 

Of  hound  es  ich  was  wardeyn  :  and  of  hauekes  with  pe  king. 
And  nov  am  wardein  of  soulene  i-maked  :  and  ]>at  ne  loyneth 

no-fing ; 
Ich  ])at  for-sok  min  owene  :  fe  3wyle  ich  was  chaunceler, 
So  manie  soulene  habbe  to  loke  :  alias  1  jwat  schal  ich  her  1         660 
Ich  drede  ))at  god  habbe  me  fur-sake  :  hov  tok  ich  on,  alas  1 '' 
pe  deol  ))at  ))is  holi  man  makede  :  with-outen  ende  it  was  : 
he  wep  and  si^te  ny3t  and  dai  :  and  heold  him  al  for-lore. 
3 if  he  mi3te  a-soilled  beo  :  to  pe  pope  he  wolde  ])er-fore,  664 

And  wende  toward  Caunterburi.  :  sone  ^e  kinge  men  tolde 
]}at  ^e  Erchebischop  nolde  nou3t  :  fe  newe  statuz  holds. 
pe  king  het  his  baillifs  sone  :  and  sende  a-boute  is  sonde, 
pat  heo  scholden  greui  seint  thomas  :  ouer-al  on  is  londes.  668 

f  pia  baillifs  weren  preste  i-nov3  *  ^^^  ^P®  ^^  maneres  wel  faste, 
Nomen  is  bodene  and  greueden  him —  :  heo  wenden  ])are-with  him 

a-gaste. 
Seint  thomas  let  heom  al  i-wor)»e  :  and  op-on  ore  louerd  is  heorte 

caste, 
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And  weDde  him  wel  priaeliche  :  bi  117310  at^e  laste  672 

to  )>e  86,  toward  rome  :  ])at  none  of  is  men  it  nuste, 
bote  twey  Men  )»at  he  tok  with  him  :  ])at  is  priuete  mest  wnsten. 
Seth]7e  ))0  is  men  him  misten  :  and  nusten  3ware  he  bi-cam,     [foi.  68  b..) 
And  seien  ])at  heo  with-oute  loaerd  weren  :  euer-ech  is  red  nam 
foivto  don  euerech  is  beste  :  ech  wende  In  is  side, 
Ase  men  fat  weren  louerdlese —  :  heo  nusten  jwat  a-bide.  678 

f>ia  holi  Man  wende  him  forth  :  and  dude  him  In  schipe  sone, 
And  wende  for]>eward  in  )>e  se  :  ase  he  yovLjte  for-to  done.  680 

f  pe  wind  cam  ase  ore  louerd  it  wolde  :  and  drof  him  a-jen  to  londe. 
Seth])e  he  wende  eft  in-to  ])e  se  :  ))e  passage  for-to  fonde : 
]}e  wind  cam  and  drof  him  a-^ein.  :  and  ofte^  In  he  wende,        >  a/,  eft 
And  eaere  he  was  a-3en  i-driue  :  ase  ore  louerd  pe  grace  him  sende. 
)X)  i-sai3  ))is  holi  man  wel  :  })at  it  nas  nou3t  godes  wille 
])at  he  ))e  3eot  of  londe  wende  :  he  turnde  a3en  wel  stille.  686 

On  of  is  seriaunz  sat  a  ni3t  :  fe  3  wile  fai  men  woke, 
In  his  chaumbre  at  caunterburi^  :  fe  chaumbre  for-to  loke;  Jerburf*'*"" 
In  fe  Eueninge  he  bad  is  knaue  :  to  steken  ^e  dore  faste. 
\)\a  knaue  eode  toward  ))e  dore  :  is  ei3ene  a-boute  he  caste : 
\)o  i-6ai3  he  {^is  holi  man  :  In  one  huyme  stonde. 
he  om  and  tolde  his  maister  fore  :  and  ]>onkede  godes  sonde.         692 
pe  seriaunt  ne  lefdc  ]?at  nou3t  :  naj^eles  op  he  a-ros 
And  fond  seint  Thomas  In  fe  huyme  :  and  sum-del  him  a-gros. 
)}are  was  sone  loye  i-nov3  !  :  ))at  folk  sone  to  him  drov3 
And  welcomeden  him  and  maden  him  guod  semblaunt  :  with  loye 
and  blisse  i-nou3.  696 

H  Heo  setten  bord  and  spradden  cloth  :  and  bi-gonne  to  soupe  faste. 
Seint  thomas  tolde  hem  ))o  :  wel  Mildeliche  at)>e  laste 
3wodere  he  ))ou3to  to  habbe  i-went  :  and  3wuch  cas  god  him  sende, 
And  hou  it  nas  nou3t  godes  wille  :  fat  he  f e  3wyt  forth  wende.    700 
pe  ti))inge  to  fe  kinge  cam  :  )}at  ))e  guode  Man  scin  thomas, 
A3en  fe  status  of  clarindone  :  of  londe  i-went  he  was — 
For  ]?at  0  statuit  was  pat  no  bischop  :  ne  scholde  bi  none  ende 
With-oute  leue  of  pe  kinge  :  onto  of  londe  wende.  704 

Ake  pe  king  sende  is  men  sone  :  to  saisi  al  is  lond 
And  al-so  al  is  bischopriche  :  ase  is  traitores,  In-to  is  bond. 
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))is  baillifs  com^i  to  caunterburi  :  ase  heo  i-hote  were. 
H  po  heo  wenden  to  habben  al  heore  wille  :  heo  f ounden  seint  thomas 
fere :  708 

No-^ing  ne  mi3ten  heo  saisi  ^o  :  heore  wei  heo  hadden  for-lore ; 
Also  buy  comen  heo  wenden  a-}en  :  and  tolde  pe  kinge  fore. — 
Juyt  seint  thomas  him  bi-Jiou^te  :  p&t  he  wolde  fondi  more 
yd  he  mi3te  of  pe  kinge  habbe  :  betere  grace  and  ore :  712 

he  3arknede  him  wel  mildeliche  :  and  to  him  ^ne  wei  he  nam, 
At  is  manere  at  wodestoke  :  to  pQ  kinge  he  cam. 
Ase  is  er]>eliche  louerd  :  he  grette  him,  faire  i-novj. 
f)e  king  bi-heold  him  fal  hokerliche  :  and  a-scom  som-del  I0U3.     716 
"  thomas/'  he  seide,  '<  hou  is  ]>is]  :  beo  we  so  gprate  fon 
))at  we  ne  mowen  in  one  londe  woniel  :  thomas,  hoy  schal  ^is  gon?" 
''  Sire,  sire,"  quath  seint  tiiomas  :  ''god  ne  late  hit  neuere  so  beo, 
ike  god  us  sende,  and  holi  chorche  :  betere  grace  to  ]m,   cfoi.69]     720 
And  sende  pe  wille  to  louien  hire  bet  :  And  lesus  for  is  mijte 
Ne  late  me  neuere  ar3ein  fi  wille  :  don  )>ing  with  on-ri3te." 
H  ))e  Erchebischop  of  Euerwyk^  :  fondede  for-to  bringe 
A-cord  and  loue  bi  is  pouwer  :  bi-twene' thomas  and  ^  king.         724 
pQ  king  swor  a-non  is  oth)>  :  yat  non  o])ur  a-cord  he  nolde 
bote  ])at  fe  status  of  clarindone  :  ech  bischop  holds  scholde ; 
And  nameliche  ])eos  bi-fore  alle  o])ure  : '  3if  a  clerk  hath  mis-do 
And  he  ^  kingus  felun  i-preoued  were  :  and  for  ]>eof])e  also,        728 
))at  Men  him^  scholden  desordeini  :  and  seth]>e  a-non  ^oni3  la  we 
to  pQ  kingus  baillifs  deliueri  him  :  to  an-hangi  ofui  to-drawe.' 
Seint  thomas  i-sai3  wel  fo  :  y&t  ^are  nas  wei  bote  on :         ^  hs.  bim  him 
0)>ur  he  moste  stif  witii-stonde  :  opnt  is  ri3tes  foivgon.  732 

H  he  )>ou3te  ])at  he  nolde  neuere  :  holi  churche  bi-traye, 
No  ]>at  heo  ne  scholde  beo  in  suyche  seruage  :  neuere  bi  is  daye ; 
Bajjur  he  wolde,  ase  oipete  weren  :  to  Martyrdom  beon  i-do, 
Jpane  holi  churche  were  so  bi-neo^e —  :  I-redi  he  was  ^ar-to.  736 

Keuere  ne  mijten  pQ  king  ne  he  :  no-ping  a-cordi  )>er, 
Ake  departede)!  al  with  wrath])e  :  ase  heo  hadden  i-don  ofte  er. 
))e  king  makede  him  wroth  i-noy3  :  ])at  so  ofte  in  baiate  was 
For  o  man  ])at  him  with-seide  :  and  non  o^ur  a-jein  him  nas :       740 
In  grete  wratb)>e  he  swor  is  oth  :  psi  he  wolde  of  him  beon  a-wreke, 
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And  ^at  pe  holi  Man  scholde  :  ano]>ar  'with  him  speke. 
he  let  somony  seint  thomas  :  ^at  )>e  nexte  ]>ore8daie  ho  were 
At  Norehamptonwe  bi-fore  seint  lucus  dai :  to  jiuen  him  Answere ;  744 
And  alle  ]>e  bischopus  of  ]>e  lond  :  And  pe  baronie  al-so, 
he  het  beon  pare  at  ]>ulke  daie  :  is  hestes  for-to  do. 
Alle  seint  thomas  londes  :  in-to  is  bond  his  men  nome,      ^  ms.  dntmyen 
Ase  it  were  for-to  destreynen^  him  :  pai  he  to  his  court  come.       748 
H  Ore  louerd  helpe  nou]>e  seint  thomas  :  for  o]>ur  frend  nath  he  non, 
A-mong  so  manie  tyraimz  foi^to  come  :  ]>at  weren  alle  is  fon ! 
bodi  and  soule  he  bi-tok  :  lesu,  godas  sone, 

And  to  is  daie  ase  he  Isomoned  was  :  wende  to  Norohamptone.    752 
In  ^e  castel  sat  ^e  motingo  :  of  pia  tyraunz  ech-on. 
))is  holi  man  a-godes  name  :  a-mong^  heom  wende  a-non.      iMS.amond 
H  "  Sire  king/'  he  seide,  ''god  pe  loke  :  and  saui  ]>i  dignite ! 
Somonnz  ich  hadde  at  ])is  daie  :  here  to  Ansuerien  pe.  756 

Ake  non  Erchebischop  of  cauntiirburi  :  nas  nenere  i-somoned  so, 
Xo  so  destreyned  of  no  king.  :  I  not  jwat  Jjov  me  fencst  to  do, 
I  not  ^wat  is  pe  newe  statuit  :  ]>at  ]>ou  ])encst  forth  to  draw^, 
bote  hit  beo  on  of  clarindone  :  fat  fou  woldest  bringe  to  lawe.      760 
On  me  nastfu  power  non  :  swych  destresse  for-to  do  : 
Heued  of  holi  churche  ich  am  i-maked  :  fei  ich  onwuyrth  beo  fer-to. 
And  also  ich  am  fi  gostlich  fader  :  Jei^  of  me  luytel  J)ov  lete :  LJJ®'^ 
It  nas  neuere  ri3t  ordre  ]>at  ]>e  sone  :  is  fader  scholde  bete,  764 

Ne  fat  desciple  beote  is  maister.  :  al  pia  were  a-^en  lawe.  [foi.e9b.] 

Al  fis,  ho-so  rijt  bi-halt  :  fov  bi-ginnest  forth  to  drawe. 
And  pis  bischopes  al-so  guod  :  fat  wardeins  beoth  mid  me 
to  holde  op  pe  honur  of  holi  churche  :  and  pe  fi  dignite,  768 

beo  beoth  noufe  a-boute  hire  forto  schende  :  and  bringe  In-to  Yilte. 
gret  reufe  it  is  fat  Man  schal  so  :  hire  bringe  bi-nef e  for  me ; 
3  if  fov  wolt  ou3t  to  me  :  fov  wost  wel  i-ne  may  nou^t  fi3te, 
Ich  am  ^fire  deth  for-to  a-fonge  :  for  holi  churche  ri^te."  772 

Bex.  11  "  I-nelle  no  man,"  quad  fe  king  :  "  for  holi  churche  quelle, 
beau  sire,  fov  spext  ase  a  fol  :  a-nof ur  fov  schalt  me  telle. 
Acke  com  to-morewe  bi  speche-tymo —  :  fat  fov  f inne  dai  ne  breke  I — 
And  Ansuere  me  of  ofur  f inge  :  fat  ichulle  to  fe. speke."  776 

Jjus  departede  fe  court  fo.  :  a-morewe,  f ene  friday, 
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Seint  thomas  wende  Jyudere  a-}on  ifoheye  time  i-sai.  778 

l)Q  king  [sat]  an  hei  in  is  see  :  and  a-coupede  him  wel  faste. 

"Jjov  were,"  he  seide,  "mi  chaunceler —  :  ake  al-to  longe  it  laste, 

Ich  pe  lende  ]>o  fif  hondred  poand  :  and  poY  ne  3olde  me  nou3t  on  : 

Sete  me  ^ar-of  ane  schorte  day  :  for  )>oy  schalt  heom  }elde  ech-on." 

IT '' Sire,  sire" quath  seint  thomas  :  ''god  sende  us  bet  pin.  ore !  Thomas. 

I-ne  wende  neuere  of  ))ulke  panes  :  i-heore  a-countes  more.  784 

For  ich  hadde  )>ulke  tyme  :  betere  grace  to  otj 

))ane  ich  hahbe  noupe  :  and  ^at  me  ]>ingchez  W0U3 ; 

guode  grace  ich  hadde  to  pe  :  pon  me  louedest  i-nouj  ]k>, 

))ulke  panes  )>o  )>oy  me  jeue  :  and  woldest  ^et  wel  mo.  788 

Sire,  )7ar-of  ich  am  suj^e  wel  a-knowe  :  ])at  ich  heom  a-feng  of  pe : 

Of  ]>ine  3ifte  with  guode  heorte  :  for-so)>e  pov  3eue  hem  me, 

And  so  heij  man  ase  ^ov  art  :  it  mi3te  wel  beo  stille 

to  Axi  J>ing  J>at  J)Ov  3eue  er  :  with  fine  so  guode  wille."  792 

pe  king  him  axede  3if  ani  man  :  ]>ulke  3ifte  i-saij, 

And  3we)>ur  he  mi3te  prouen  pe  3ifte.  :  Seint  thomas  seide  nay3. 

IT  "  Nov,  louerdingus,"  quath  pe  king  :  "  alle  30  i-heorez  fis,  R&x. 

))at  of  fat  tresor  fat  he  is  a-knowe  :  fat  ich  him  tok  i-wis,  796 

))e  3ifte  ne  mai  he  proui  nou3t  :  Ase  alle  36  mowen  i-seo. 

lugement  ich  axi  of  fis  court  :  hou  it  fare-of  schal  beo." 

pe  court  him  lokede  :  ase  he  was  :  a-knowe  of  fat  f  ing, 

And  ne  mi3te  nou3t  f e  3ifte  preoui  :  to  3elden  ech  ferf ing.  800 

])e  king  him  het  fe  panewes  3elde  :  of  ur  sikemesse  him  make, 

Of  ur  is  Marschales  scholden  swif  e  anon  :  is  bodi  to  prisone  take. 

J)is  holi  man  of  is  bischopriche  :  hadde  wel  luytel  guod, 

Ake  al  helples  a-mong  is  fon  :  with-oute  conseiUe  he  stod.  804 

f)e  Marchales  i-redie  weren  :  to  prisone  him  lede  a-non ; 

heo  heten  him  don  heom  sikemesse  :  of  ur  he  scholde  with  hem  gon. 

))is  holi  man  nuste  non  of  ur  red  :  bote  soffri  al  heore  WOU3. 

IT  Some  guode  men  fat  fare  weren  :  hadden  of  him  reuf e  i-non3 :  808 

Fif  kni3tes  nomen  hem  to  rede  :  and  wenden  to  f  e  kingue 

And  token  an  bond  for  seint  thomas  :  of  alle  f  ulke  f inge,  [foi.  70] 

euerech  of  an  hondret  pound  :  for  fis  sell  man  to  paie. 

po  was  fis  guode  Man  quit  I-nov  :  ase  at  fulke  daie.  812 

IT  A-Moruwe,  f eno  saturdai  :  to  court  eft-sone  he  wende, 

LEGENDS   OF  SAINTS.  ir 
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For-to  heore  ]>e  kingus  wille  :  }if  is  heorte  wolde  003!  a-mende. 

))e  kyng  sat  a-doun  In  is  see  :  thomas  bi-fore  him  stod. 

"  bel  ami,  )>ou  hast,"  quad  )>e  king  :  "  i-stole  me  muchel  gaod.      816 

Mi  chaunceler  )>oy  were,  al-to  longe  :  and  haddest  In  pm  bond 

Abbeies  and  bischopriches  :  and  muche  del  of  ])at  lond. 

And  pov  ne  jolde  me  ^aivof  none  a-countes.  :  fat  rewez  me  wel  sore ; 

piiT-of  ]>ritti  ^ousent  pound  :  ^ov  me  schalt,  and  wel  more.  820 

Jjare-fore  make  Je  3are  i-nov  :  fine  a-countes  to  jelde, 

Sikur  J>ov  beo  f ov  schalt  it  do  :  jif  ich  fe  may  a-welde." 

Alle  ]>at  heorden  ]>eos  demaunde  :  In  grete  wonder  stoden  J^ere, 

And  to^  o]>ur  seide  fo  :  ]>at  heo  ne  heorden  )>er-of  neuer  er,  ia/.Mhtoo. 

And  pat  seint  thomas  was  al  bi-ne]>e  :  and  ope  pQ  pointe  he  was   825 

to  beon  i-cast  In  prisons  :  for  non  oJ>ur  wei  fare  nas. 

Seint  tliomas  stod  In  Jioujte  longue  :  and  with  rijte  pe  kinge  bed 

pat  he  moste  is  conseil  nime  :  of  pat  he  hadde  to  him  i-seid.         828 

f)e  bischopcs  lie  nam  to  is  conseil  :  pe  king  ne  wernde  him  noujt 

In  one  Chaumbre,  faste  i-loke  :  alle  heo  weren  i-broujt, 

f)at  he  ne  scholden  a-scapien  :  are  heo  hore  answere  seide. 

**Nov,  louerdinges,"  quad  fis  guode  man  :  "her-of  je  moten  me  rede. 

For,  al-so  god  me  bringe  of  care  :  Ine  habbe  pai-ot  gult  non, 

Ake  me  for-to  schende  he  axeth  Jris  :  with  on-ri3te  ech-on.  834 

For  ich  was  with  him  er  wel  i-nov  :  and  fat  bringeth  me  nouf e  in  teone : 

J)are  ne  tok  ich  no  witnesse  :  of  fat  us  was  bi-tweone."  836 

conriiinm.  ^  ije  bischoD  hcuri  of  winchcstro  :  f  urst  bi-can  him  rede. 

wiucestrie.  "  S[i]re,"  he  seide,  **  fus  me  finchez  :  fov  mijt  don  of  fis  dede. 
For-sofe  me  finchez  with  gret  wrong  :  fe  calangez  f e  king ; 
])o  f OY  wendest  of  his  seruise  :  he  ne  Axede  pe  no-fing,  840 

And  f 0  fov  pe  bischopricho  a-fenge  :  so  clene  and  so  freo 
Jjat  fov  of  none  ofur  finge  :  ne  scholdest  i-charget  beo ; 
And  he  quath  pe  quit  al  clanliche  :  of  ech  ofur  wike  f er. 
An  ne  axeJo  pe  no-fing  :  of  fat  f ov  haddest  i-don  er.  844 

Jwarc-foru  me  f  incliez  of  none  finge  :  fou  ne  schal*  ansuerien  noujt 
bote  to  god  and  holi  churche —  :  of  alle  of  ere  f  ov  art  i-broujt" 

epincopns    ^  j)e  bischop  cilbard  of  Ion  done  :  seide  bo  his  a-vis  : 

**  Sire,"  he  seide,  **3if  fov  fe  bi-fenchest  :  ase  a  guod  Man  schal  and 
wb,  848 
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Jwat  power  f e  king  fe  hath  hi-take  :  and  to  ^wuche  guode  i-br[o]u3t, 

Al  is  willo  ]>0Y  most  soffri  :  and  a-}en  him  ne  beo  ])ov  noa3t  1 

In  muche  wo  pov  bringst  us  alle  :  and  holi  churche  also, 

And  pm  owene  bodi  In  perile  :  bote  ^oy  is  wille  do.  852 

Jif  fov  Jis  wel  ondeisstode  :  me  ])inchez  for-soJ>e,  i-wis, 

pov  woldest  fondi  him  to  paje  :  and  elles  pov  dudest  a-mis." 

IT  po  seide  fe  bischop  of  wynchestre  :  ''sire  gilbert,  beo  stille !  [foi. robj  •piwopu* 

We  sospendiez  swuch  conseil  :  for  it  nis  nou^t  wurth  a  fille.  856 

Jif  ))e  Erchebischop  scholde  beo  :  al  to  )?e  kynges  wille, 

pe  honour  of  holi  churche  he  lore  :  and  is  soule  he  mi3te  so  spille." 

IT  be  bischop  hyllarie  of  Chicheetre  :  bi-<mn  to  speke  bo  :  tpiicopas 

Cioeetrto. 

"  Sire,"  he  seide,  *'  mi  conseil  is  :  hou-so  it  euere  go,  860 

Forto  fondi  In  faire  manere  :  to  paie  ]>e  kingues  wille 

With  faire  bi-heste,  for-to  eft-sone  :  pat  it  were  sumdel  stille ; 

))anne  we  mi3ten,  3wane  we  weren  :  of  pnaae  destresse  i-brou3t,     863 

Jje  betere  a-cheui  In  ore  conseille —  :  for  noxipQ  ne  do  we  ri3t  nou3t." 

H  be  bischop  Robert  of  lincolne  :  radde  wel  bare-to.  episcorn* 

'  .     .  llncoln'. 

**  Sire  Erchebischop,"  he  seide  :  "  for-sofe  fov  most  it  do ; 

Oj)ur  pov  schalt  leose  fine  bischopriche  :  and  p^-Auenture  fi  lif ; 

Jeanne  bi^ete  fov  wel  luyte  :  me  ]>inchez,  of  fis  strif."  868 

II  t)e  bischop  bartholmev  of  Eccetre  :  Hi-gan  to  segge  is  J)0U3t :  •piwopui 

"  In  al  fe  soruwe  of  pe  world  :  and  care  we  beoth  i-brou3t. 

betere  it  were  pai  on  heued  :  In  peril  him  brou3te, 

))ane  al-holie  churche  were  bi-ne)>e  :  and  i-do  to  nou3te."  872 

H  Jje  bischop  Eoger  of  wpecestre  :  longe  in  poii'^te  stod ;  epi»copat 

"  I-nelle  ov  segge  on  ne  opnt :  for  i-not  3wat  is  guod. 

3 if  ich  radde  him  for-ta-bouwien  :  al-to  pe  kingus  wille, 

Min  owene  Mouth  him-sulf  demez  :  al-holi  churche  to  spille;        876 

And  3if  ich  rede  a3en  him  to  beo  :  In  ])is  place  sum  is 

))at  wolde  telle  pe  kinge  fore  :  and  maken  him  mi  fo,  i-wis — " 

bi  pQ  bischope  of  londone  :  pai  ilke  word  he  sede ; 

for  he  was  euere  a-3ein  seint  thomas  :  with  wordes  and  with  dedes. 

**  Jjare-fore,"  he  seide,  "  on  ne  ofur  :  I-nelle  segge  i-wis. 

guod  conseil  god  us  3iue —  :  for  muche  neod  it  is."  882 

))are  nas  non  fat  coufe  is  conseil  :  with  menske  bringe  to  ende, 

Ne  fat  wuste  hov  heo  mi3ten  best  :  ovt  of  fe  chaumbre  wende.     884 

K  2 
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Tbomai.  fl  AtJ>e  laste  ope  seint  thoraas  :  f  is  conseil  mosto  al  gon. 
Tweie  eorles  of  ]>e  kingus  hous  :  he  let  cleopie  a-non, 
"  Louerdingus/'  he  seide,  "  we  hahbez  i-speke  :  fasto  of  pwaae  ])inge, 
And  al-80  fer  forth  aso  we  mowen  :  we  woUez  paye  pe  kinge.        888 
Ake  for  we  nabbeth  non3t  i-redi  here  :  ore  conseil  al-clene, 
For-to  )>o  nexte  daie  we  biddez  furst :  ]>at  je  it  graunti  nou])e  ene." 
So  ]>at  heom  was  respit  i-^raunted  :  and  ech  wende  in  is  wei3e. 
Manie  of  seint  thomas  men  :  bi-lefden  him  for  ei3e ;  892 

And  kni3te8  ^at  with  him  weren  :  alle  fram  him  heo  drowe. 
Seint  thomas  nam  pouere  men  :  bi  fo  weie  i-nowe, 
And  ladde  hem  to  is  Inne  :  and  to  ^  mete  heom  sette ; 
he  serucde  heom  is  owene  bodi :  And  i-noT)  mete  and  dnnke  heom 
fet  to.  896 

''  piB  beoth/'  he  seide,  '*  godes  kni3te8  :  )>is  ofui  men  me  habbeth  for- 
sake. 
)>eos  kui3tes  ich  loue  more  :  to  heom  ichulle  me  take." 
p&ne  sonenday  )>are  nas  no  court  i-holde  :  for  it  was  an  hei3-day. 
And  fc  Monenday  sore  syk  :  Je  bischop  thomas  lay,       [tw.  7i]       900 
In  }o  syknesse  of  maldcflanke  :  ^at  to  him  ofte  cam 
And  for  ]>e  care  p&t  he  was  Inne  :  wel  fe  worse  him  nam. 
Men  seiden  fsX  he  makede  him  sik  :  for  he  ne  dorste  to  court  wende. 
pQ  king  in  grete  wrath])e  i-nov3  :  after  him  gan  scude.  904 

**  Wel  36  i-seotb,"  quath  seint  thomas  :  "  fat  I-ne  may  come  nou3t, 
For-sofe  to-moruwe  ichulle  :  hov-so  ich  beo  fudere  i-brou3t 
J3ei  ich  schulle  beo  fudere  i-bore  :  In  baruwe  ofur  In  here, 
Jjudere  ichulle,  ))oru3  godes  grace —  :  crist  me  helpe  fere."  908 

A-morewe,  fane  tywesday  :  ore  louerd  him  gan  a-rere, 
pe  furste  dai  after  seint  lucus  dai  :  ase  it  fallez  In  f e  3ere. 
))at  dai  he  au3te  onder-stonde  :  and  mani  an  of  ur  al-so : 
For  bi  custome  alle  is  grete  a-nuy  :  bi  twyesdai  cam  him  to.  912 

Alle  fe  bischopes  fane  tywesday  :  erliche  to  him  wende, 
And  seiden,  "  sire,  f  ov  art  in  feble  point —  :  god  it  f  e  a-mende. 
We  habbez  ore  red  f  arof  i-nome  :  and  mid  one  mouf  e  ech-on 
to  queme  fe  kinge  we  redez  fe  :  hov-so  it  euere  gon  ;  916 

Of  ur  he  f  e  wole  here  on  hond  :  fat  f  ov  art  is  tndtur, 
And  fur-swore  3 wore  ^  him  to  don  :  eorfelich  honovr,   »a/.  jwane  |>a«wor» 
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And  ne  dost  him  non  ake  tricherie —  :  he  pQ  wole  here  on  honde, 
And  bi-nime  )>e  ])i  stat :  and  perantar  bringue  fe  out  of  londe/'    920 
H  **  Mine  leoue  brefren,"  quad  seint  thomas  :  **  ^e  i-seoz  wel  echon 
))at  al  ^Q  world  grat  on  me  one  :  and  alle  [beozj  mine  fon ; 
And  ]>at  [is]  juyt  meat  Teu)>e  of  alle  :  ])at  je  )>at  mine  bre])ren  beoz, 
And  me,  )>ei  ich  sunful  beo  :  ouwer  fader  In  torment  i-seoz,  924 

Je  beoz  mine  meste  fon  of  alle  :  and  also  je  bez  al-jare 
In  seculer  court  to  demen  me  :  and  pa,t  nolde  noujt  wel  fare. 
For  je  habbez  fis  a-mong  ov  to-day  :  bi-speke  swyfe  i-lome. 
Nov  god  helpe  al-holi  churche  :  and  take  ]>ar-to  gome  1  928 

Ake  In  obedience  ich  oy  bote  :  p&t  30  paie-nei^  ne  beon 
Jif  ich  am  i-broujt  to  luggement  :  ake  ^at  }e  ra])ur  fleon. 
And  ^if  ani  man  bond  on  oy^  set :  ich  oy  bote  al-so  >  ai.  um 

))at  je  ye  sentence  of  holi  churche  :  for  swuche  Yiolence  je^  do ;    932 
And  holdez  Yp  holi  churche  ri3te  :  fat  oy  is  bi-take —  » om.  3« 

Man  ne  schal  for  none  drede  of  de))e  :  hire  ri3tes  for-sake." 
))e  bischopes  weren  )>o  wro]ye  i-nou3  :  ant  wenden  to  court  ech-one. 
Kou  god  helpe  )>is  holi  man  :  for  he  was  ])are  al  one  1  936 

bote  ]>e  bischop  of  wynchestre  :  ])ere  ne  lefde  with  him  nou3t  on, 
And  locelin,  f  e  bischop  of  Salesburi :  p&t  ne  weren  alle  fram  him  i-gon. 
H  ])ia  holi  man  truste  muche  to  god  :  and  grei]>ed  him  a-non, 
And  song  ane  Masse  of  seinte  steuene  :  are  lie  come  a-mong  is  fon.  940 
he  song  ])ulke  masse  i-lome  :  for  al-so  heo  bi-ginnez, 
))e  furste  ofiGlz  is  propre  inoY  :  to  f e  stat  f&i  he  was  Inne — 
Jje  bi-ginninge  of  fulke  masse  :  In  englischs  so  is  fis :    ^'^'i^^ig^^* 
"  For  3wane  pe  princes  habbez  i-sete :  and  a3en  heom  men  spekez,^  i-wis, 
And  lu])ere  men  pursiweden  me  :  louerd,  min  help  )>ov  beo !"'  [foi.  71  b.] 
Manie  seiden  ])at  fla  i-heorden  :  "  noYf  e  we  mouwen  wel  i-seo      946 
J)at  he  singuth  )>is  Masse  for  ])en-ones  :  for  f e  kinge  and  for  alle  his, 
^  And  )7at  he  halt  heom  alle  lujyere  :  ]>at  a3en  him  spekez,  i-wis."     948 
))is  word  cam  to  court  wel  sone —  :  3ware-])oru3  heo  weren  ech-on 
In  )>e  more  wiath]>e  a-3ein  him  :  and  wel  ]>e  more  is  fon. 
H  po  seint  thomas  hadde  is  masse  i-songue  :  his  chesible  he  gan 

of  weue ; 
Alle  is  o])ur  uestimenz  :  on  him  he  lot  bi-leuo—  952 

Ojyur  Armure  nadde  he  non  :  for  holi  churche  to  fi)te  j 
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A-boue  he  caste  is  cope  :  (lat  bi-feol  to  ia  rijte. 

he  tok  godea  flecha  and  is  blod  :  with  him  swijw  stillelicbe, 

Ane  Creoyz  he  nam  in  is  houd  :  and  wends  forth  baldeliche.         956 

)}e  neatimenz  was  is  Aimure  :  ase  bi-feol  to  swuche  ane  knijte; 

)]e  founue  of  )ie  cteoiz  was  is  bauer  :  for  holi  churche  to  fijte. 

Foith  wendo  )iis  guode  knijt  :  a-mong  alls  ia  fou — 

Swete  lesns  beo  ia  help  :  o))Ui  frend  nadde  he  non.  960 

)}e  creoiz  in  ia  bond  he  bar  forth  :  and  a>-Terde  op  ia  baner. 

)}e  biachop  Eobett  of  hereford  :  bi-gan  to  gon  him  ner, 

"  Sire,"  he  aeide,  "  ich  crie  ^in  ore  :  ^i  chapeleyn  ich  mote  beo, 

bi-fore  fie  lat  me  bere  ^  croiz  :  for  it  ne  fallez  noujt  to  )ie."  964 

"Ik  )wyle  ich  hire  bere/'qwad  seint  thoraas  :  "and  fie  fourme  i-eeo, 

Ich  ne  dreda  me  of  no  man  :  fe  hanliore  ich  may  beo." 

iJanoo  seiJe  («  biachop  of  londone  :  fat  euera  waa  ia  fo : 

"I-neredenoujt  fiat  fiou  bi-fore  fie  kingoe  :  Inswyche  manerego;  968 

For  wrathi  he  wola  him  a-non  :  and  a-wrcken  him  In  |>e  place." 

IT  "  Ich  bi-bike  me,"  quath  seint  thomas  :  "al  to  godua  grace," 

"  )}ov  hast  euere  al  fii  lif,"  ))is  of ur  aeide  :  "  a  muche  fol  i-beo. 

And  )>i  folia  nelt  neiiero  bi-leue  :  aae  men  mai  noufe  i-aeo,"  972 

Cnrin.  }]i3  holi  Man  wiz  is  creoiz  :  In-to  f  ia  court  gan  gon. 

B«-    And  fo  fe  king  i-snij  him  ao  come  :  he  wrathfiede  him  a-non. 

V  "  LoucrJinges,"  he  auide,  "  hero  je  i-seoz  :  bov  fis  man  me  Bchent  I 
In  jwuche  manere  is  he  In-to  f  ia  court  :  among  ua  hidere  i-went  1  976 
Ase  fei  we  ne  lefden  noujt  on  cristindom  :  ne  In  godes  name. 
Ke  mot  ich  nedes  awreke  met :  ne  doth  he  me  gret  achameJ" 
)3o  acide  al  fe  court  a-non  :  "aire,  wel  je  mouwen  i-seo 
)]<it  [he]  is  proujt  and  conteckor  ;  and  euere  hath  i-beo ;  980 

In  despijt  o(  Jw  and  alle  fine  :  f  is  dede  he  hath  i-do. 
For  )if  fou  wolt,  fou  mijt  been  i-wai  :  eft-sone  to  take  ou  so, 
to  bringe  men  In  so  gret  povwer  :  swicbe  ase  he  is, 
to  beon  fe  hexte  of  fine  londe  :  aae  fou  madest  him,  i-wis.  984 

)]3re-fore  we  ne  bi-mencz  fe  nou;t :  fon  noldest  beo  i-war  bi-fore. 
"We  seggez  hi  him  echone  ;  fat  he  is  puyrliche  forawore : 
And  ase  hi  a  swuch  Man  fou  do  bi  him  :  and  aae  bi  fine  fon  I 
For  he  fo  awor  eorthfelich  bonur  :  and  nele  don  fe  non,"  988 

"^  tu  budeles  and  fe  of ur  achrewes  :  grcnnedeu  on  him  faste, 
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And  euere  a-biden  )>e  kinges  hesie  :  In  prisone  him  to  caste.      [foL  n] 
IT  ))e  king  let  crie  a-non  a-boute  :  jif  ani  so  wod  were 
))at  stode  In  conseile  wit  seint  thomas  :  o])ur  felau^schipe  him  here, 
Ase  )>e  kingos  traitour  :  Men  scholden  him  uime  a-non, 
And  laten  him  al  one  stonde  :  and  fondi  ^wodere  he  wolde  gon  (!).  994 
pe  bischop  of  Eccestre  to  seint  thomas  :  he  feci  a-doun  a-kne, 
*'  For  godes  loue  ^in  ore !  :  for  soruwes  ))at  ])ov  mi^t  i-se,  996 

haue  rea]>e  of  fe  and  of  us  :  opxa  )>ou  wolt  us  alle  schende ; 
Alle  we  worfez  i-brou3t  to  nou^te  :  bote  fov  J>i  foujt  wende." 
"  Sire  bischop/'  quad  seint  thomas  :  '^ase  wel  })ou  mi3t  be  stille. 
go  henne  fram  me  jif  ]k)y  wolt :  and  lat  ech  man  don  is  wille."    1000 
f)e  bischopes  wenden  to-gadere  ech-one  :  and  heore  conseil  nome. 
And  po  heo  hadden  heore  fourme  i-^et :  to  )>e  kinge  a-jen  heo  come. 
H  "  Sire,"  heo  seiden,  •*  je  beoth  a-nuyd  :  and  fat  us  for-finchez  sore ; 
For-jif  us  ]yat  je  on  us  berez  :  we  nellez  ))e  mis-don  non-more.      1004 
Wel  we  wutez  )>at  ])is  wrechche  :  ])at  scholde  ore  chief  beo, 
he  is  fals  and  for-sworen  :  and  [])at]^  mai  ech  man  wel  i-seo  :        ^  om. 
For  he  suor  to  holde  f  e  eor])elich  honur  :  and  hath  i-broko  is  oth ; 
And  pat  man'  mai  wel  proui  on  him  :  jif  ^e  nellez  nou3t  beo  wroth. 
Fur-jif  us  pinQ  wrath])e,  we  biddez  pe  :  ant  to  rome  we  wollez  wende 
to  bi-nimen  him  is  ErchebiBchopriche  :  and  ase  a  wrechche  him 
schende :  1010 

Puyrliche  for«uore  we  schuUen  him  preoui :  sire  king,  bi  eovwer  rede." 
pQ  king  bi-het  heom  gret  honur  :  to  don  ])at  ilke  dede.  1012 

to  seint  thomas,  fare  he  was  :  heo  wenden  alle  a-non. 
pe  bischop  hjllaiie  of  Chichestre  :  tolde  for  heom  ech-on. 
"  Sure,"  he  seide,  "  ore  gostliche  fader  :  Jk)v  were  here-bi-fore, 
For  fader  we  fur-saketh  [fe]  :  |>ov  art  fah  and  for-swore.  1016 

For  f ou  suore  f e  kynge  eorfelich  honour  :  and  nelt  don  him  non. 
))are-fore  to  fe  court  of  rome  :  we  bi-cleopiez  fe  echon, 
to  ansuerien  us  bi-fore  fe  pope  :H)f  fat  fov  hast  ido  a-mis."^ 
"  Louerdingus,"  quath  f  is  holie  man  :  **  ich  i-heore  wel  al  f  is."   1020 
H  Nov  suete  Ih^^u  beo  is  freond  :  jwane  alle  of uie  were  is  fon  I 
pe  king  him  let  cleopien  faste  :  fat  he  come  forth  a-non. 
pe  £orl  Bobert  of  lecestre  :  and  of  ur  men  mani  on 
Comen  after  him  and  heten  him  sone  :  bi-fore  fe  kingue  gon.      1024 
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"  Louerdingues/'  quath  seint  thomas  :  "  je  wuyten  wel  ech-on 
hoa  wel  ich  was  with  fe  king  :  ]yei  ich  habbe  nou)>e  manie  fon : 
Erchebischop  he  made  me —  :  foF-8o)>e  a-jein  mi  wiUe, 
For  euere  ich  dradde  for  oncunninge  :  mi  soule  forto  spille.         1028 
H  ))o  axede  ich  bifore  al  p&t  folk  :  In  jwuche  manere  he  me  toke 
pe  Maistrie  of  holi  churche  :  to  wardi  and  to  loke. 
holi  churche  me  was  bi-take  :  In  eche  manere  so  freo, 
p&t  ich  were  quit  of  alle  o]>ure  courtes —  :  and  3eot  with  rijte  it 
scholde  so  beo.  1032 

And  3wane  holi  churche  is  so  froo  :  I-nelle  ansuerien  ^e  kingue 
Ke  non  opur  in  his  court :  of  none  eor])eliche  )>inge. 
For  gold  ne  passez  nou3t  so  muche  :  In  bounte  led,  i-wis^         [ft>L  n  b.] 
Al-so  dignete  of  )>e  preost  :  herre  ]>ane  fe  kingus  is.  1036 

And  is  gostliche  fader  ich  am  :  jif  he  wolde  nime  jeme, 
And  it  nere  no  la  we  )>at  ]>e  sone  :  ]>e  fader  scholde  deme, 
)9are-fore  i  segge  at  o  word  :  ])at  I-nelle  me  no-]>ing  take 
to  luggement  of  kingus  court :  ake  clanliche  it  wolle  for-sake,     1040 
And  take  me  to  holi  churche  :  and  to  none  er]>eliche  dome : 
And  Ich  bi-cleopie  ov  here  ech-one  :  to  fe  court  of  rome. 
Al  fe  stat  of  holi  churche  :  and  al  mi  dignite 

IT  })oru3  JhesM  cn'st  it  beo  i-wardet  :  3 wan  it  ne  mai  oJ>ur  beo,      1044 
And  ou  biscliopus  ich  bi-cleopie  :  to  fe  court  of  rome  also, 
for  36  Anouricth  more  ane  er]>eliche  king  :  ]>ane  3e  god  al-mi3ti  do. 
And  so  ])oru3  ^e  ri3te  of  holi  churche  :  fram  ^is  court  ich  wende, 
to  bringe  feos  cause  of  holi  churche  :  bi-fore  J>e  pope  to  ende,"    1048 
))is  holi  Man  wel  mildeliche  :  out  of  ]>is  court  gan  gon. 
f)e  king,  and  ])at  mid  him  was  :  wrath)>eden  heom  a-non ; 
heo  criden  on  pis  holi  man  :  and  beleweden  ech-on 
Wit  Also^  grete  noyse  :  ase  anie  Men  mi3ten  don ;      1  ms.  iio      1052 
heo  ne  mi3ten  makie  non  more  cri  :  ])ci  al  pe  toun  were  a-fuyre, 
Ase^  heo  duden  opon  pis  holi  man  :  ])at  wide  men  it  mi3ten  i-huyre. 
J)i8  guode  man  code  softe  forth  :  ase  him  no-fing  ne  rou3te —    iaL|wM 
for  3uyt  more  men  schenden  Ihe^u  cn'st  :  po  men  him  to  de^e  brou3te. 
he  werth  opon  is  palefrai  :  and  to  is  Inne  he  wende  also. 
Vnnef e  he  mi3te  with  is  hondene  :  feos  Jjre  fingus  do :  1058 

blessi  ])at  folk  and  berc  ^e  croiz  :  and  is  bridel  wisse. 
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))at  simple  folk  om  a-bouten  him  :  with  loye  i-nov3  and  blisse ;  1060 

for  heo  wenden  ]>at  he  hadde  i-beo  :  at]7e  court  faste  i-nome, 

heo  ]K)nkeden  muche  Ihean  crtst :  ]>at  he  moste  a-mong  heom  come. 

IF  to  is  In,  at  seint  Andreues  :  heo  siweden  him  faste  i-novj  ; 

Seint  thomas  aUe  ]>e  pouere  men  :  with  him  to  ]>e  mete  he  drovj, 

And  seide,  "  comiez  here  forth  with  me  :  for  mine  freond  ^e  beoth  ; 

Ine  habbe  none  fireond  bote  eov  :  ase  alle  men  nou]>e  i-seoth."     1066 

he  let  heom  Alle  fede  wel  :  a  gret  hous-ful  neij ; 

pe  gnode  man  wel  ]>e  gladdore  was  :  ^at  he  heom  alle  i-sei).         1068 

Ase  yia  holi  man  sat  at  is  mete  :  ])ei  he  grete  wille  ]>er-to  nadde, 

))is  word  f&t  ore  louerd  het :  is  redare  bi-f ore  him  radde : 

''  3if  Men  ov  porsiwiet  In  one  toune  :  In-to  ano]>ar  toon  ^e  fleo." 

J^iB  holi  man  ^oujte  ]>at  bi  himnself  :  ]>at  word  mijte  wel  soth  beo 

And  ]>at  it  godes  wille  was  :  In-to  An  ofui  londe  gon, 

As  ]>e  holi  godspel  seith  :  a  man  for-to  fleo  is  fon.  1074 

))is  holi  man  was  ^o  wel  ^e  hardiore  :  of  londe  for-to  wende, 

3 wane  he  mi^te  a-schapie  wel :  and  god  wolde  ])e  time  sende.       1076 

U  J)o  it  was  to-war[d]  eue  :  twei  seriaunz  fare  come, 

Sore  weopinde,  and  warneden  him  :  ]>at  he  sum  red  him  nome, 

For  fe  kyngus  Men  hadden  i-swore  :  f oruj  heste  of  fe  kinge, 

^3ware-so  heo  him  mijten  finde  :  to  stronge  defe  him  bringe.       1080 

Seint  thomas  fou^te  an-ofur.  :  he  let  maken  is  bed  a^en  nijt     [^  foi.  ts] 

Op  Infe  heie  churche  :  bi-twene  twei  weuedes  rijt. 

po  alle  of  ur  men  weren  a-slepe  :  and  no  man  nas  him  nei}, 

he  aros  up  and  bi-heold  :  on  fe  ymage  an  heij ;  1084 

bi-fore  f  e  auter  he  f eol  don  a-kne  :  and  on  ore  louerd  bi-gan  to  crie. 

And  f ormest  he  seide  f e  seuen  salmes  :  and  sethf e  fe  letanie  ; 

Al  wepind  ech  haluwe  he  bad  :  is  help  for-to  beo ; 

bi-fore  ech  ymage  he  op  aros  :  and  eft  he  sat  a-doun  arkne.  1088 

po  he  hadde  iseid  is  beden  :  stilleliche  he  gan  gon, 

A  luyte  bi-fore  fe  cockes  crowe  :  out  of  f e  churche  arnon. 

And  wende  him  out-ward  of  engeloude  :  fat  no  man  with  him  nas 

bote  a  frere  of  Semplingham  :  fat  wel  priue  to  him  was.  1092 

])is  guode  Man  fley  al  Engelond  :  for  holi  churche  rijte ; 

Of  al  is  wo  ne  )af  he  noujt  :  ^if  he  it  a-mendi  mijte. 

IF  ))e  tif ingue  cam  of  f is  cas  :  to  fe  kingue  ful  sone. 
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)}e  hei3e  men  nomen  heore  red  :  ^wat  were  ^arof  to  done.  1096 

)}e  king  and  al  is  baronie  :  and  ])e  bischopes  echon, 

)}at  au^ten  with  seint  thomas  habbe  i-be  :  and  weren  mest  is  fon, 

to  ]>LB  consoil  euer-ech-one  :  heo  concenteden  at  pen  ende : 

)}at  pe  king  scholde  of  is  hexte  Men  :  to  ye  court  of  rome  sende 

A-jen  him  jwane  [he]  )>adere  come  :  and  fe  pope  don  ondeivstonde 

pB,t  he  was  fals  and  for-swore  :  and  destourbour  of  pe  londe.        1102 

For-to  don  ]>is  grete  neode  :  ]>e  wiseste  Men  heo  nome, 

And  ^at  is  ping  were  al  in  pais  :  for-to  heo  a^en  come.  1104 

pe  Erchebischop  of  Euerwike  :  and  pe  bischop  of  Eccestre 

to  rome^  heo  wenden  for  ]>is  neodes  :  and  pe  bischop  of  licestre  b  '<^''^f^<} 

And  pe  bischop  of  londone  :  and  of  winchestre  al-so,        >  ms.  ioom  romt 

And  also  eorles  and  baroons  :  and  manie  derkes  ]>er-to,  1108 

to  beren  witnesse  of  pe  fals-hede  :  jwane  heo  to  court  come. 

Koble  ^ifbes  and  opui  Ineles  :  with  hem  al-so  heo  nome — 

)}are-with  man  mai  ofte  at  court  :  pe  rijte  bringe  to  wouj. 

Nouj  cnst  helpe  pis  holi  man  :  for  he  is  juyt  pouere  i-nou^  1       1112 

he  nadde  none  jiftes  forto  ^iue  :  to  holden  up  is  ri^te ; 

Fram  Norehamptone  bar  he  eode  :  for  holi  churche  to  fijte. 

IT  Fram  seint  Andreues  ]>is  holi  man  :  of  Norehamptone  he  wende 

With  a  frere  of  Semplingham  :  are  god  )>ane  dai  heom  sende.      1116 

Fine  and  twenti  mile  he  wende  :  to  pe  toune  of  graham 

Are  he  stunte  in  anie  stude  :  with  pe  frere  of  Sempringham^- 

Al  North-ward  he  drou^  him  f urst  :  a-wei  al  fram  pe  se, 

l^at  pe  kinges  Men  ne  scholden  him  finde  :  to  nimen  ne  for^to  sle. 

Seth))e  he  wende  fram  graham  :  fine  and  tuenti  Mile  al-so 

to  ^e  toun^  of  lincolne  :  are  he  wolde  reste  i-fo.        >  addodintM*.      1122 

)}ene  moruwe  ope  seint  lucus  day —  :  tiwes-dai  it  was  ])o, 

he  departede  fram  pe  kingus  court :  with  much  seoruwe  and  wo^ ;  i  ms.  w« 

his  wei  ^ane  wodnes-nijt  :  out  of  pe  toune  he  nam;  Cfioi.78i>.] 

Sone  morewe  ]>ene  ))ores-dai  :  to  lincolne  he  cam  :  1126 

At  one  follares  house  :  his  In  he  nam  rijt  fare.^  » Jnirtoorr.  toj>»i 

And  bi  ni3te  euere  he  eode  is  wei  :  ])at  he  a-waited  ne  ware.        1128 

At  lincolne  he  dude  him  into  watere  :  are  god  ])ane  dai  sende, 

And  ^ane  fridai  foui  ti  mile  :  al  bi  watere  he  wende, 

to  pe  Ermitage  of  Sempling-ham  :  ))at  a-midde  pe  watere  is ; 
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And  ]>are  he  bi-lefde  al  hardilicbe  :  )>re  dawes,  i-wis.  1132 

And  Betbye  he  wende  to  seint  botulf  :  ]>at  was  heonnes  ouer  ten  mile : 

ptae  he  dude  him  eft  In-to  watere  :  and  cam  in  a  laytel  ^wile 

to  pQ  hous  of  hauer-holt  :  ]>at  of  Simpling-ham  is —         ^ 

))e  frere  him  ladde  bi  ))ulke  house  :  ])e  sikerore  to  beon,  i-wis.     1136 

Fram  ]>annes  he  wende  to  eistre])e^  :  his  o  maner  with  ri^tc,    *  r.  wtreyt 

pe  Erchebischopes  of  kaunterburi  :  jif  he  hadde  ani  mijte ; 

))are  he  was  neij  ]>e  se  i-nov^  :  he  a-bod  wel  ]>ere 

And  a-waitede  is  point  to  passi  oner  :  jwane  hit  best  tjme  were. 

IF  Seue-nijt  he  bi-lefde  ))are  :  for-to  alle  soulene  dai ; 

In  A  Chaumbre  rijt  bi  )>e  churche^ :  dai)  and  nijt  he  lai,  1142 

))at  no  man  no  scholde  him  onder-jite  :  ne  i-war  of  him  beo ; 

))oru3  fe  churche  he  made  an  hoi :  ])e  sacringe  f or-to  sec  1144 

And  for-to  heren  ]>are  is  masse —  :  and  Men  ])at  to  chnrche  oome 

Nusten  nou^t  ^at  he  was  so  nei)  :  ne  ^er-of  heo  ne  token  none  gom& 

An  alle  soulene  dai,  ]>ene  ty  wesdai)  :  are  god  ]>ene  dai  sende, 

he  bi-tok  god  al  holi  churche  :  and  In-to  |»e  se  he  wende.  1148 

heo  loweden  forth  al  ^e  dai  :  and  a-jen  ]>e  eueninge 

bi-sides  ane  hauene  heo  a-riueden  :  )>at  men  cleopez  graueninge, 

In  Flaundres,  ase  god  it  wolde.  :  bote  hors  ne  hadde  he  non : 

piB  holi  man  al  a-fote  :  forth  is  wei  gan  gon.  1152 

))at  no  man  ne  scholde  him  knowe  :  ])e  Abite  of  frere  he  nam 

And  al-60  a  frere  forth  he  eode  :  ]>o  he  to  Flaundres  cam. 

blac  was  is  cope  a-boue  :  is  Cuyrtel  jwijt  blaunket ; 

Opon  is  rugge  is  cope  he  bar  :  )if  he  mijte  go  pe  bet  1156 

)>e  rejn  was  gret  and  suy)>e  st[r]ong  :  and  )>e  wei  f ul  deop  : 

Swi])e  weri  was  ^e  holi  man  :  onne))e  he  bar  up  is  fet. 

he  was  so  trauailled  In  ])e  weie  :  and  in  ])e  se  bi-fore, 

))at  he  sat  a-doun  and  ne  mi^te  no  fer  :  bote  he  were  i-bore.         1160 

)}o  wende  forth  a  man,  ^at  with  him  eode  :  and  huyrde  him  a  merOi 

For  an  Englichs  peni,  with  an  haltre  :  ]>is  holi  man  to  here. 

))e  holi  Man  is  clofea  tok  :  and  op-on  ]>e  Mere  heom  caste, 

And  werth  op  arboue  alle  is  clo)>es  :  and  rod  him  forth  wel  fasten 

IF  Alias  )>at  suych  a  noble  man  :  vuele  was  it  is  rijte 

So.febleliche  ouer  lond  to  wende —  :  wel  muche  is  godes  mi^te ;  1166 

Vuele  was  it  is  n^te  to  gon  a-fote  :  o]mr  ope  swuch  a  best  to  rid( 
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holi  cburcho  he  a-bou^te  deore  :  ]>at  men  tellez  of  wel  wide !        1168 

With  one  haltie  ope  ])e  mere  :  forth  rod  J^is  holi  man 

As  ^ei  it  were  a  frere,  and  let  him  cleopie  :  frere  crisihn ;  CfiQi.74] 

For  he  nolde  noujt  lie  :  ^at  cristian  he  was, 

And  he  was  a-drad  to  beon  i-knowe  :  yi  man  cleopede  him  thomas. 

• 

At  one  gode  mannes  house  :  his  In  a-ni^t  he  nam ; 
At  ^e  hordes  ende  he  sat :  Ase  vuele  it  him  hi-cam,  1174 

And  al  with-Inno  seten  is  men  :  as  ]>ei  he  lowest  were, 
his  oste  nam  wel  gode  jeme  :  hoy  heo  heom  alle  here.  1176 

he  tok  kepe  of  fe  holi  man  ;  ]»at  sat  at]>e  hordes  ende, 
hou  milde  he  was  a-mong  alle  :  and  mest  corteis  and  hende, 
And  hou  hendeliche  he  delde  is  mete  :  heom  ^at  bi-fore  him  stode, 
And  hov  luytel  he  .et.  him-selue  :  with  wel  simple  mode;  1180 

his  limes  al-so  he  hi-heold  :  hou  faire  heo  weren  and  freo, 
)>e  hondene  faire  and  longe  fingres  :  fairore  ne  mitten  none  heo ; 
his  face  was  brod  and  long  al-so  :  lus  fore-heued  large  i-nov^  : 
And  euere  mest  bi-fore  alle  dpeie  :  is  heorte  to  him  drou^.  1184 

H  Of  ])e  Erchebischope  of  Cannterburi  :  he  gan  him  vnderstonde, 
pat  it  was  couth  ouer-al  aboute  :  ]>at  ho  was  i-wend  out  of  londe : 
his  heorte  him  bar  ]>at  it  was  he.  :  In  gret  studie  he  was  i-brou^t ; 
he  rounede  in  is  wiues  ere  :  and  tolde  hire  al  is  J^oujt.  1188 

his  wijf  after  ))ulke  tyme  :  ^at  so]>e  al-so  l^oujte : 
he6  bi-gan  to  serui  ^is  holi  man  :  and  deinte))es  to  him  broujte, 
Applcne.  &  peoren.  and  notes  also  :  and  fondede  in  alle  manere 
A-mong  alle  ])is  opva  men  :  to  gladien  wel  ^ene  frere ;  1192 

heo  bi-lefde  to  serui  alle  fe  ofete  :  and  opon  him  was  al  hire  )>ou3^ 
Seint  thomas  it  vnder-3at  :  and  ))are-with  ne  paide  him  noujt 
So  fat  he  bi-heold  a-boute  :  a-non  after  soper, 
Wel  mildeliche  he  bad  is  oste  :  for-to  comen  him  ner  1196 

And  to  sitte  hi  him  a-doun  :  for  solaz,  one  stounda 
"A,  sire,  merci,"  quad  J)is  oste  :  "  Ichulle  sitte  on  fe  grounde, 
And  sat  him  a-doun  at  is  fet.  :  seint  thomas  him  bad  arise. 
**  Certes,  sire,"  quad  pis  oste  :  "  I-nelle  In  none  wise.  1200 

U  Nolde  god  fat  ich  hi  fe  sete !  :  mi  louerd,  i-hered  fou  beo, 
])at  In  mine  house  f oy  scholdest  come  :  and  fat  ich  fane  dai  mijte 
inseo.** 
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"  Lnyto  deinte,"  quat  seint  thomas  :  "  of  a  swuch  pouere  man, 
Of  swuch  a  frere  ase  ich  am  :  i-cleoped  frere  cristian."  1204 

"  Sire,  fin  ore,"  quat**  f is  oste  :  "  wel  ich  onderstonde, 
)}ov  art  Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi  :  i-wend  out  of  engelonde." 
**  Jwy  seistfov  so  1"  quad  seint  thomas  :  "  f ov  hauest  selde  inseije 
))ene  Erchebischop  of  caunterburi :  wende  in  swuche  manere  bi  weie  1  ^ 
"  Sire,"  quad  ]>e  oste, ''  ])oy  it  art  :  al-so  me  seith  mi  ]K)U3t, 
And  ich  bidde  fe  for  )>e  loue  of  god  :  ne  with-sak  it  a*3em  me  nou^t" 
Jjis  holi  man  him  bi-Joujte  :  fat  ofur  he  moste  lie     *>«•»»«>•  Sin'?Jn,ilfr*' 
Ofur  beo  bi-knowe  fat  he^  it  was  :  so  heo  gonnen  on  heom^  crie. 
Ate  Isste  he  was  a-knowe  :  ake  with  him  a-morewe  he  nam 
his  oste,  fat  he  ne  scholde  him  wrei^e  :  forto  he  aftur  ^  weie  cam.  1214 
to  [fe]  Abbeie  of  seint  Bertin  :  fis  holi  man  i-wende,    ^r.ftftr  [roL74b.] 
And  fare  he  bi-lefde  :  forto  ore  louerd  of ur  grace  him  sende. — 
pe  bischopus  of  engelonde  :  and  f  e  barones  al-so, 
toward  fe  court  of  rome  he®  wenden  :  heore  eriude  forto  do.        1218 
to  f  e  kinge  of  Fraunce  heo  comen  :  and  lettres  with  heom  here 
fram  fe  king  of  engelond  :  fat  f us  muche  an  Englisch  were :      1220 
*^  to  is  louerd  f  oruj  godes  grace  :  sire  lowis  f e  kmge, 
henri  king  of  engelonde  :  sende  loue  and  gretinge. 
IT  Thomas,  fat  Erchebischop  was  :  of  caunterburi  bi-fore, 
Out  of  mine  londe  he  is  i-wend  :  ase  mi  tndtore  and  for-suore.    1224 
]>are-fore  ase  min  erf  cliche  louerd  :  ich  bidde  f  e  bi  mine  sonde, 
)}at  foY  ne  suffri  nou^t  fat  he  beo  :  Irecetted  In  fine  londe." 
f>o  fis  king  fis  bone  i-heorde  :  ane  jwile  in  foujte  he  stod. 
'*  Certes,"  he  seide,  *'  ase  me  f inchez  :  fis  bone  nis  no-f  ing  god.  1228 
So  strong  f eof  nis  non  in  engelonde  :  jif  he  in  Fraunce  come, 
pat  he  ne  mi3te  In  Fraunce  duelle  :  ase  heo  doth  i-lome ; 
And  wel  raf  ur  scholde  a  suych  hei^  man  :  ne  come  he  no  so  sone. 
Ake  nof  ur  ich  ne  f  e  king  of  engelonde  :  with  ore  bischopes  nabbez 
to  done;  1232 

For  mine  bischopes  with  holi  churche  :  heore  wille  ich  late  heom  do, 
And  fairore  were  fe  kinge  anouri  him  :  and  late  him  i-worfe  also." 
IT  Ne  mijten  fis  heije  men  of  him  :  non  of  ur  word  a  fonge ; 
So  fat  he®  wenden  forth  heore  wei  :  f o  heo  hadden  a-bide  longe. 
Maister  herebard  of  Boscham  :  and  of  ure  sethf  e  i-wende 
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to  ye  kinge  lowis  of  Frannce  :  ase  seint  tbomas  liim  sende, 

And  tolden  pe  kinge  of  al  )^e  wo  :  ])at  seint  thomas  hadde  wilh  wou). 

J^  king  weop,  ]>o  he  i-heorde  ]>is  :  and  made  deol  inouj,  1240 

And  tolde  heom  hoy  ))e  kingus  men  :  at  him  weren  bi-fore. 

And  jwuch  ansuere  he  heom  3af  :  fai  heore  [wei]^  was  for-lore.    ^om. 

pia  gode  men  with  ioie  inov  :  heore  leue  of  him  heo  nome. 

And  ]>anne8  heo  wenden  sone  i-nouj  :  to  fe  court  of  rome.  1244 

J>are  neren  heo  noujt  faire  onder-fonge  :  for  ]>e  bischopes  comen 

In-fore 
And  desclaundreden  seint  thomas  :  ]>at  he  was  fals  and  for-8Uore« 
Ake  na))eles  pe  grace  heo  hadden  :  )^at  to  fe  pope  heo  mi3ten  go. 
him-sulue  heo  tolden  in  priuete  :  al  seint  thomases  wo  :  1248 

Of  ]>e  status  of  clarindone  :  hou  heo  furst  forth  come, 
And  hou  he  was  i-broujt  at  norehamptone  :  bi-fore  ]>e  kinge  to  dome, 
And  hoy  he  wende  out  of  engelonde  :  In  muchele  miseise  and  wo, 
And  al-hoY  he  chaungede  is  name  :  pe  sikerloker  forto  go.  1252 

i«p**  IT  ))e  pope  bi-gan  to  siche  sore  :  and^  with  ful  dreori  ]>ou3t,  lai.om, 
})e  teres  fullen  out  of  is  eijene  :  he  ne  mijte  with-holden  heom  noujt, 
he  ))onkede  god  )>at  swuch  a  prelat  :  under  him  moste  beo,  1 255 

So  studefast  to  holi  churche  :  and  ))at  he  mi^te  ]>ane  dai  i-sea — 
A-morewe  comen  p\a  bischopes  :  and  pe  eorles  also, 
To  procuri  seint  thomas  al  ))at  vuel  :  ]7at  heo  mitten  do ; 
bi-fore  fe  pope,  ase  [he]  sat  :  ful  nobleliche  heo  come. 
And  bi-fore  fe  cardinales  :  and  al  fe  court  of  rome.         [foi.75]    1260 

•pitcopot  f  J3e  bischop  of  londone  :  fat  euere  luf ur  was, 

londoD*. 

bi-gan  formes t  to  telle  is  tale  :  a-jein  seint  thomas. 

he  stod  up  bi-fore  al  f e  court  :  "  beu  pere,"  a-non  he  seide, 

"  To  fe  we  comieth  to  make  ore  mone  :  of  strong  lif  J)at  we  ledez. 

Ower  ri^te  it  is  up  to  holde  :  alle  fat  guode  booth. 

And  foles  to  bringuen  of  heore  folic  :  jwane  je  heom  i-seotli.       1266 

A  destaunce  fare  is  i-sproungue  :  li^tliche  in  Engelonde, 

J3at  destourbez  al  fat  loud  :  with  onrijte,  ich  onder-stonde.  1268 

J)e  Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi  :  is  al  a3ein  ore  wille, 

Folliche  he  bi-gan  In  engelonde  :  holi  churche  for-to  spille. 

And  to  bi-nime  fe  kynge  is  fraunchise  :  and  is  rijtes  also.  1271 

Ake  he  ne  mi3te  us  make  for  no-f ing  :  concenti  f er-to.^       *  SemlS^if" 
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And  for  wrath^  ]>afc  we  noldeu  ;  alle  is  wiUe  do, 

Op-on  OS  he  caste  is  owene  gult  :  and  opon  fe  kinge  also. 

And  at])e  laste,  ase  ^ei  ifc  were  :  ]>ut  lond  forto  blende, 

))o  noman  ne  dude  him  8trenc]>e  :  of  londe  he  gan  i-wende :         1276 

for  men  nusten  noujt  fe  soj^e  :  ])at  heo  scholden  onder-stonde 

))at  pQ  king  him  dude  onri^th  :  and  driue  him  out  of  londe." 

\)o  he  hadde  al  is  tale  i-told  :  and  i-maked  is  grete  wise, 

he  sat  a-doun :  an  be  bischop  of  chichestre  :  sone  gan  op  a-rise.  flpiteopot 

..11  .      1         .     •  «  CUlch««trtr. 

U  "  bev  pere,   he  seide  to  f  e  pope  :  "  me  ]>inchez  it  fallez  to  pe 

To  on-don  e(3h  ));ng  ]>at  fallez  to  harme  :  In  ]>e  communaute,        1282 

))at  o  Man  ne  beo  i-soffred  :  to  gon  forth  mid  is  wille, 

to  bring  al  ^at  lond  to  schame  :  and  holi  churche  to  spille.  1284 

])at  hath  ]>e  Erchebischop  i-)>ou3t  :  and  ^at  is  i-sene,  i-wis, 

3 wane  ech  man  of  al  ))at  lond  :  faste  arjein  him  is." 

H  f)e  Erchebischop  of  Euerwika  :  bo  he  is  tyme  i-seia,  Arohtopkeomu 

EborotftiMlf. 

Aros  op  and  bi-gan  to  telle  :  is  tale  al  on  hei).  1288 

"  Sire,"  he  seide,  ^  no  man  ne  knoweth  :  so  wel  ase  ich  do 

)}ene  Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi  :  ne  ])e  bischopriche  al-sa 

)>e  Erchebischop  is  willesful  :  and  jwane  he  is  alles  i-brou^t 

In  ani  wille  )>at  is  luytel  wuyrth  :  he  nele  bi-leue  it  nou^t ;         1292 

p8ki  man  ne  may  for  no-)>ing  :  bringe  him  of  is  ^ou^t. 

he  is  nou^  In  swuyche  folic —  :  pat  we  habbeth  deore  a-bou^t ; 

lijtliche  he  is  ))are-Inne  i-come  :  ake  he  it  nele  lete  neuere  mo, 

bot  je  foruj  ower  pouwer  :  bringe  us  out  of  wo."  1296 

IT  **  Sire,"  quath  fe  bischop  of  eccetre  :  baldeliche  he  spac  ^o,  eptteopiu 

''  ))is  cas  )Q  moten  a-mendi  sone  :  hov-so  it  euere  go. 

And  je  ne  leuen  nou^t  ])e  so))e  :  fat  men  doth  ov  to  onder-stonde. 

Send  with  us  fot  with  fot  :  ane  legat  in-to  Engelonde,  1300 

And  lat  him  of-gropi  ])e  so)>e  ^ere  :  and  ])are-after  pu  lat  him  wurche. 

for-8o)>e,  bote  ^e  )>aron^  ]>enche  :  ^e  schendez  holi  churche,"       iai.o|>tf 

f  l)e  Eorl  of  Arundel  aroe  op  ])0  :  a  vAa  of  gret  dignete.  ComM 

*'  Sires,"  he  seide,  ''for  godes^  loue  :  ane  stounde  herkneth  me  1  1304 

pe  lewede  Men  ))at  here  beoth  :  ])at  ne  connen  latin  non,      ^  us.  gnodea 

We  ne  onder-stondez  nou^t  :  of  ])at  je  habbez  i-told  ech-on ;     [foi.75b.] 

Ake  In  langage  fat  we  conne  :  swuche  men  ase  we  beoth, 

hei^e  barouns  and  noble  kni^tes  :  ase  ^e  nou^e  i-seoth,  1308 


144  THB  POPE  DECLINES  TO  SEND  A   LEGATE  TO  ENGLAND 

BEFORE   HEARING  BEKET. 

H  Tellen  ichulle  for  us  alle  :  jwy  we  beoth  hidere  i-weni 

For  ore  lonerd  ]>e  king  of  Engelonde  :  ))at  hauez  us  hidere  i-send 

to  schewi  forst  fe  reuerence  :  and  grete  loue  also 

)}at  he  hath  to  eov  i-bore  :  and  euere  he  )>enchez  to  do ;  1312 

And  ])are-of  he  sent  ^e  word  bi  us  :  ase  we  bi-fore  ^e  stondez, 

Eorles,  barones,  and  bischopes  :  ]>e  hexte  of  ]>e  londe — 

3if  he  hadde  ani  herre  i-haued  :  hidere  he  hadden  i-wend. 

Ake  to  one  so  hei^e  court  ase  ))eo8  is  :  he  hath  us  hidere  i-sent,  1316 

to  schewi  eov  furst  in  his  name  :  )>at,  also  wid  ase  fe  world  is, 

So  trewe  prince  nis  onder  god  :  ne  fai  so  muche  ov  loueth,  i-wis, 

Ne  )>at  so  muche  Anoureth  holi  churche  :  and  euere  hath  i-do. 

)>e  ErchebiBchop  of  Caunterburi  :  is  a  noble  man  aLso,  1320 

)}at,  jif  omanere  of  him  nere  :  ase  ich  me  onder-stonde, 

])are  nere  no  lond  In  cristinedom  :  a-jeinest  engelonde,^    *  ms.  engeiongt 

Ke  holi  churche  so  wel  i-wust  :  and  i-schild  fram  ech  wouj, 

Onder  noble  prince  and  prelat  :  bo]7e  guode  men  i-nouj.  1324 

Ake  ]>es  thomas,  j^is  guode  Erchebischop  :  so  hath  a  luyte  wille, 

)>at  muchel  a-peircz  his  guodnesse  :  and  bi-guynneth  ])at  lond  to 

spille. 
lus  wille  is  suych  fat,  jwane  he  is  :  icomen  jn  fole  f oujt,^  *  SfiS^n?" 
he  nele  f oru^  conseil  ne  f oruj  no  rerd  :  farof  beo  i-brou^t.  1 328 

In  swuche  folie  he  is  noufe  i-come —  :  ore  louerd  is  f oujt  wende ! 
bote  men  mouwen  is  )>ou3t  wendcn  :  fat  lond  he  wole  al  schende. 
J)are-for  mi  louer.1  jje  king  ov  bit  :  fat  je  with  us  sende 
Ane  legat  into  engelonde  :  to  ofgropi  al  fen  ende,  1332 

Of ur  certus  he  is  ope  f e  poynte  :  al  fat  lond  to  spille ; 
And  fat  je  him  chasti  f oni^  ri^te  lawe  :  &  bi-nime  him  is  fole  wille," 
Of  alle  f e  clerkes  fat  fare  seten  :  non  of  heom  far  nas 
\)SLi  ne  preisede  muche  f  is  hei^e  man  :  for  he  so  renable  was.       1336 
ptpa.    H  **  Louerdingues,"  quath  fe  pope  :  "wel  we  onder-stondez  i-nouj 
J)at  [je]  to-ward  f  e  Erchebischop  tellez  :  with  ri^te  of  ur  with  wouj. 
Ake  we  ne  mouwen  f  ar-of  non  dom  jiue  :  bote  him-sulue  here  were, 
For  we  ne  mowen  bi-hinden  him  no  luggement  jyue  :  ne  no  rijt 
i-wis  it  nere."  1340 

H  "  Sire,"  quath  fe  Eorl  of  Arundel  :  "30  moten  bet  onder-stonde. 
A  certein  dai  us  is  i-set  :  to  come  in-to  engelonde. 


BEKET,  HELPED  BT  THE  FRENCH  KINO,  00ME8       145 

TO  BOMS. 

And  ^ane  dai  ne  dorro  we  noujfc  broke  :  for  ore  louerd  ]>e  kingne. 
J)are-fore  je  moten  us  grace  don  :  sumdel  of  ])is  ]>inge  :  1344 

3e  moten,  jif  it  is  ower  wille  :  ane  legat  wLs^  us  sende,  ^r.  wis 

And  )^ene  Erchebischope  boten  also  :  to  Engelonde  i-wende ; 
And  ase  ]>e  legat  ]>are  enqueretb  :  ]>ar-aftnr  be  mai  do." 
H  "Certes,  beu  frere,"  quat  fe  pope  :  **  I-nelle  noujt  take  on  so.  1348 
Jwane  )^e  ercbebiscbop  bidere  comez  :  I-not  jwat  be  wole  telle  ; 
)}are-fore  are  icb  i-beore  bim  spoke  :  no-))ing  don  ))ar-of  i-nelle." 
"  Certes,  sire,**  seide  fis  of ur  :  "  we  ne  dorren  a-bide  noujt.*' 
"  Nov  do  pardons,"  quatb  f  o  pope  :  "  dotb  ase  je  babbeth  i-f  oujt ! "  ^ 
Jjis  ofuro  weren  wroJ)e  i-nouj.  :  wel  fairo  beoro  leuo  boo  nome  » [foi.  7«.] 
And  wenden  boom  fortb  in  grete  wratb))e  :  And  to  londone  boo 
come. —  1364 

Seint  Tbomas  was  ]>o  In  Flanndres  :  In  buydinge  ase  f  ei  it  were, 
In  ))e  Abbeie  of  seint  Bertyn  :  and  longe  be  badde  i-beo  ]>ere.      1 356 
At])e  laste  be  aros  bi  nijto  :  and  out  of  Flaundres  wende 
AI  priuelicbe  In-to  Fraunce  :  ase  ore  louerd  bim  grace  sonde. 
pe  king  of  Fraunce  fat  was  ]>o  :  louwis  guod  and  bende, 
boordo  telle  of  ])is  boli  Man  :  be  let  sone  after  bim  Sendo.  1360 

l>o  ]>is  boli  Man  to  bim  cam  :  gret  loye  be  gan  bim  make, 
And  bet  bim  in  ecbe  stude  opon  is  lond  :  j-novj  of  bis  take, 
H  to  speno  to  bim  and  alio  bis  :  ^ware-so  beo  euere  come. 
Noldo  seint  tbomas  noujt  a-bide  :  are  be  come  to  rome.  1364 

)>o  king  bim  fond  spence  i-novj  :  to  bim  and  alio  bis. 
And  sonde  witb  bim  guod  conduyt  :  to  bringe  bim  ]>are,  i-wis. 
H  fo  seint  tbomas  to  Home  cam  :  fairo  be  was  onder-fongo ; 
And  sumdel  ]>e  pope  was  anuyd  :  )Kit  be  badde  i-beo  so  longe.     1368 
Men  a-coupeden  bim  of  ]>ulke  trespas  :  fat  fe  biscbopos  tolden  or, 
And  beden  bim  ansuerie  for  is  stat  :  and  aleggi  fare-fore  for. 
Seint  tbomas  wolde  op  arise  :  Men  beden  bim  sitt^  ardoun. 
And  be  bigan  a-godos  name  :  and  scbewede  fis  roson.  1372 

'^  Sire,**  be  seide,  "  icb  am  I-maked  :  foi  icb  onwuyrth  beo, 
to  wardi  fe  cburcbo  of  Cauntorburi  :  ase  je  mowen  iseo. 
])ulko  cburcbo  was  i-woned  to  beo  :  Ase  lauedi,  and  scbynde  wide 
brijto  ase  fo  sonno  a-mong  alio  ofure  :  of  al  fe  west-side.  1376 

l)Q  sonno  fat  was  erore  so  cler  :  doork  beo  is  bi-come, 

LEGENDS   OF   SAINTS.  L 
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brode  doude  and  strougue  i'liouj  :  pat^  hirQ  li]t  habbetb  bi-nonie; 
Ouer-cast  beo  Lb  witb  ^  cltradene  :  ))at  heo  ne  jiflb  l^jt  non  inB.tuif 
Aud  alle  fe  churcbene  of  Engelonde  :  deorke  beotb  ecb-on.  1380 

}}e  kyng,  yat  bire  scbolde  np-holde  :  he  bi-nimez  al  bire  rijte 
And  ase  }a  oloudeue  hire  oner-cast :  fat  beo  ne  mei  no  leng  lijta. 
Ich  ^at  scbolde  hire  wardeiu  beo  :  ^e-^eln  icb  mot  fijte 
And  stoode  ^en  aad  with-eegge  :  fe  lujiere  coBtomea  hi  al  mi  tniybo. 
For  |)ei  ich  badde  a  ^ovaend  liuss  :  ase  icb  nabbe  bote  on, 
ia])ur  Jiane  ich  it  ^lie  wolde  :  jyue  icb  wolJe  ecb-on.  1386 

Pa  costomes  ajen  boll  cburcbe  :  fat  )>e  kiog  hath  forth  i-hroi^t, 
here  je  mouwen  heom  i-heore  :  ]if  beo  butb  to  graunti  oujt."      138S 
V  )}i3  holi  man  bi-gan  to  rede  pe  lujiore  lawene  :  ase  he  heom  hadde 

he  ivep  ))at  ))e  teres  omen  a-doan  :  fat  deol  it  was  to  wite. 
Jk  pope  and  atle  is  cnidinales  :  ^t  sei;en  him  wepe  so  boi« 
And  beordene  alle  ^e  lu^ere  latrene  :  heo  ne  m^ten  for-heie  non- 
more,  1393 
Ake  bi-gonnen  to  wepe  faste  ech-one  ;  and  hereden  god  al-eo 
\3a.t  lieo  mitten  linde  a  swuch  pcelat  ;  ouer  holi  cbiirche  i-do, 
pat  holi  churche  so  heold  to  rijte  :  and  ne  sofEi«do  no  wovj  j 
lico  ])unkeden  god  of  swucb  a  Man  :  and  hoooureden  bim  inov}.  1396 
pv  pope  liet  is  clerkes  alle  :  Jiat'  ^onij  ol  cristindome  [foi.TSb.]   ttnu^iit 
))at  beo  wit-sciden  suycbe  lu)iqre  lawes  ;  j\vare-so  buy  eueie  come, 
And'  fat  beo  neren  i-sofftede  noujware  :  hov-so  heo  comen  to  ende, 
And  ))atcilieo  jeuca  heore  lijf  Jiare-fore  ;  ro^UT  fiane  boli  churche 
stbenUe.                                                                        igm.Ain  1400 
"  V  po  spac  eftsone  seint  thomos  :  wepinde  swy^  sore  : 
"  I-nnbbo  noiijt,"  be  seide, "  so  iDucbe  wo  :  ))at  i-nere  wor^  wel  more. 
For  fporuj  strencfe  of  eorfeUcbo  manne  :  In  (»ia  ponwer  icb  am  i-do, 
Ake  ich  me  dreJe  a-jen  godes  wille  it  be  ;  for  onwuyrtb  ich  am  ^ar-to; 
Jjarc-fore  ore  loueid  for  rijte  wrecbe  :  yuel  biginninge  me  deLb  sende, 
And  icli  drede  for  mine  wreclicbe  gultes  :  fat  worse  worth  fe  enda 
)]arc-forc,  Jvat  holi  churche  :  ne  beo  to  grouude  i-broujt 
For  mine  sunnea  and  for  mine  onmijto  :  fat  I-ne  may  hire  waiidi 
noii;t,  UOS 
Icb  }etdc  OT  op  here  fe  biscbopri'jbe —  :  an  ojier  je  moten  fare  do 


THB   POPS  RKINSTATBS  BSKET  AS  ARCHBISHOP,  AND  BENDS   HIH      147 
FOB  A   TIMB  TO   FONTIGNI.      HIS    PENANCE  THERE. 

J)at  mowe  bet  loki  holi  churcbe  :  for  onwuyrth  ich  am  farto." 

IT  Lis  Eyng  he  nam  and  bi-tok  ]>e  pope  :  and  op  ^eld  )>e  biscbopricbe. 

\)e  pope  8wi)>o  deolfallicbe  :  and  wel  Inlicbe  bigan  to  sicbe*        1412 

)}erof  conseillede  al  ^  court :  jwat  ^  beste  red  were : 

to  laten  bim  witien  boli  cburcbe  :  o)>ut  to  don  a-no))ur  ]>ere. 

"  Me  J^incbez/'  quatb  a  cardinal  :  "  In  swucb  cas  ase  nou)>e  is, 

best  it  were  to  don  an  o^ur  :  In  bis  stude,  i-wis,  1416 

Forto  paien  bet  ])e  kinge  :  and  swuc[b]  cas  mi^te  bi-falle 

)?at  pe  kjng  wolde  a-swagi  and  bi-leue  :  is  lu])ere  laweue  alle.      1418 

For  betere  it  were  In  faire  manere  :  bo-so  it  mi^te  to  ende  bringue, 

])ane  contec  arere  In  swucbe  londe  :  and  nameliche  a^en  ^e  kingue. 

And  man  mi^te  poryeien  )>is  gode  manne  :  an  al-so  guod  ase  ]>at  is. 

I-ne  wot  3wat  conseil  ^e  wollez  rede  :  for  i-cbulle  reden  ))is." 

f>o  seide  an  ofut  cardinal  :  "  Ine  rede  nou^t  so,  i-wi.^. 

For  ]>at  wolde  ^iuen  men  an-saumple  :  al  dai  to  don  Ormis ;         1424 

For  ^wane  ^e  king  were  wrotb  witb  ani  biscbop :  for  anie  cunnes  )>inge, 

to  don  ])ane  biscbop  a-non  a-donn  :  ])e  mo  vuele  lawene  be  wolde 

bringe, 

And  ])anne  were  boli  cburcbe  i-scbend  :  f&i  lauedi  scbolde  be. 

For  ])is  red  me  ]>incbez  feblo  :  a  betere  30  moten  bi-seo."  1428 

U  pe  pope  nam  po  seint  tbomas  :  and  tok  liim  a-^ein  is  ring,  p^w. 

to  bi-leue  ercbebiscbop  foiib  :  and  stable  )>oru3  alle  )>ing, 

studefastlicbe  to  bolden  up  :  al-holi  cburcbe  ri^te, 

And  be  bim  wolde  a^en  ecb  man  :  helpen  bi  is  mi^te ;  1432 

Ake  be  ne  scbolde  noujt  )>o  3eot  :  to  engelonde  wend[e], 

Ake  a-bide  betere  grace  of  )>e  king  :  ^if  god  it  wolde  sonde. 

To  )>e  grete  Abbeie  to  pountenie  :  forto  sorioumi  pere, 

be  sonde  pla  boli  Man  :  for-to  it  betere  were.  1436 

Witb  luytel  folk  and  lujtel  aise  :  ]>are  be  dude  bi-lcue, 

For  be  nadde  bimnsulf  nou^t  to  spene  :  bote  ase  beo  bim  jeue. 

bis  men  be  brojte  In  seruise  :  beore  m:te  to  wynne  ])ere, 

And  bim-sulf  he  was  al  one  nei^  :  ^i  be  bei^  Man  were.  1440 

hard  lijf  he  ladde  i-novj  1  :  And  he  hadde  of  barde  here 

Schuyrte  and  brech  streit  i-novj  :  hardore  neuere  nere ;  [toL  rry 

])e  strapeles  weren  swi]>e  streite  :  witb  mani  a  knotte  al-so; 

A-non  to  is  ])ies  pe  schuyrte  tilde  :  pe  brech  ri^t  to  is  to ;  1444 

L  2 
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Jk  knottos  gnowen  al  is  flechs  :  a-boute  bi  echo  side. 

Swifie  oQ-aisi  waa  is  brech  :  a-boute  for-to  ride  j 

harde  mijte  lie  aitto  a-doun  :  and  harde  ligge  al-so. 

Louerd,  deore  a-bou}te  be  Lcueae  :  wel  aujte  he  come  fier-to ! —  1448. 

51  J)e  biachopes  of  EDgelonde  :  fat  a-^ein  him  weren  at  rome, 

)}e  Eorles  and  ^e  o^re  beije  Men  :  ^o  lieo  to  Engclond  come, 

heo  tolden  ^e  kinge  al  heore  cas  :  hov  beo  hadde  i-eped. 

po  waa  ^  king  bofa  aori  and  wroth  :  fat  be  waa  nei)  a^wed.       1462 

H  "A,"  be  Bcido,  "  filko  traitour  :  fat  ich  babbe  forth  i-broujt, 

)}at  be  me  scbal  swuch  Bcbama  don  noufe !  :  Ine  may  it  f olie  noujt. 

And  ho  flcujtli'  oat  of  londe  ;  fat  Ine  may  to  bim  come,       'r.ata^t 

I-cbulle  me  of  is  cuniie  a-wrcko  :  beo  achullea  a-bugge  some."     H56 

lie  let  secbe  out  cleno  al  is  kun  :  and  is  ofur  frend  ecb-on  : 

Ovt  of  Engclonde  he  let  boom  driue  :  fat  fare  ne  moste  leue  non, 

Sike  ne  feble,  .  jui)g  ne  old  :  ne  womman  fat  nas  with  cliilde, 

Ne  f e  children  fat  aoukinde  weren  :  — muche  waa  he  on-mtldo  I  1 460 

In  hire  Armea  f e  moder  bar  fat  child  :  and  In  boots  wombeno  some. 

))are  hadde  fe  king,  .ise  tue  finchez  :  a  feble  wreche  i-uome ! 

I-barlede  hco  weren  in  grete  Miseise  :  out  of  londe,  olas  I 

Ech  good  man  hadde  revfe  of  heom  :  fat  haordeu  of  fat  cas,      1464 

And  seiden  stilloliche  bi-twene  heom  ;  fat  be  a  luf  ur  king  was. 

Mo  lufere  dedone  fe  king  bi-fou;to  :  jeot  ope  seint  thomas  : 

peoa  Men  fat  be  of  londo  drof  :  were  heom  lof  of  ur  loth, 

Ecb  aftur  of  ur  he  made  heom  awerie  :  opon  a  boke  gret  oth        1468 

]]at  heo  ne  acholden  in  none  etude  :  bi-leue  none  atonude 

Arc  heo  to  fe  Erehebischopo  comen  :  jware-ao  heo  bim  founden, 

And  tellen  him  fom  hov  heo  weren  :  out  of  lonUo  i-broujt, 

to  bringue  him  jii  fc  more  sor  :  jif  heo  mijton  tuyme  ia  foujt.    1472 

V  }eot  fe  king  bi-foiijte  a  lufer  dede  ;  more  opo  eeint  thomas  :' 

he  for-bed  foru)  al  Engelond  :  aso  fer  aso  bis  poawer  was, 

)Jat  no  man  ne  schohle  for  bim  bidde  :  In  churche  ne  ellea  jware, 

Ase  men  dotb  noiife  for  Erchebiscliopes  ;  and  habbez  i-don  wel  jare. 

Louerd,  muche  was  fe  scharao  fo  :  fat  holi  churche  bi-tidde, 

Jvrnne  beo  ne  moste  a-mong  of  ur  men  :  for  bo  holi  a  man  bidde  I — 

}}at  folk  of  seint  tbomas  kunne  :  wel  ficke  a-bou'en  him  drouj — 

Aldai  heo  weren  i-flemde  for  him — :  In  miaeiie  and  aoruwe  i-nonj ;    . 
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Heo  weopen  and  criden  deolfulliche  :  and  tolden  him  al  heore  cas, 
hoY  heo  weren  for  him  defoulede  :  and  jwuch  hore  soruwe  was. 
Seint  thomad  bi-heold  heom  deolfolliche  :  and  bi-gan  to  siche  sore  ; 
And  euere  he  maked*  fair  semblaunt  :  to  conforti  heom  ^e  more, 
And  seide  pia  word  to  gladie  hem  :  ))at  men  onder-stoden  wel  longe : 
**  Ech  lond,"  he  seide,  "is  owene  contreie  :  to  pulke  fat  booth  stronge" — 
Ase  Man  ))at  seith,  pel  ^e  beon  here  :  In  ynkou))e  londe  i-brou^t,^ 
3if  ^e  beoth  stronge  in  godes  la  we  :  it  ne  schal  ov  greui  nou^t.     1488 
AUe  ]7e  heije  men  of  ]7e  londe  :  ))at  heorden  of  )>at  cas,  v  foi.  77  b.] 

Corseden  )>e  kinge,  and  seiden  al-so  :  fat  he  a  lufur  man  was. 
j)\a  selie  men  a-boute  men  nomen  :  for  loue  of  seint  thomas 
And  founden  heom  liflode  i-nou^  :  fat  in  miseise  neuer  on  nas. — 
po  feos  tifingos  to  fe  kingae  :  of  Engelonde  cam  1493 

fat  f is  folk  was  wel  onder-fonge  :  gret  deol  to  him  he  nam. 
"  Certes,"  he  seide,  "  jwane  I-ne  may  :  in  f  is  manere  is  heorte  buye, 
In  more  miseise  ichuUe  him  bringe  :  fat  is  lijf  him  schal  a-nuye." 
U  Greye  Monekes  of  Cistevs  :  frara  jere  to  ^ere  1497 

A  Chapitre  makeden  generale  :  of  Abbodes  fat  fere  were ; 
For  euerech  Abbod  of  greie  Monekes  :  to  fulko  chapitle  cam 
With-Inne  fre  jer,^  ase  [buy]  juyt  doth  :  foru^  al  cnstindom.     1500 
))o  f  e  chapitle  plenere  was  :  f  adere  f  e  king  sende  >  ai.  a  terms 

to  fe  Abbotus  alle  plenereliche  :  fat  to  fulke  chapitle  wende. 
And  sende  heom  word  fat  him  f ou3te  wander  :  more  fane  i-nouj 
\)Q,t  heo  wolden  him  so  muche  do  :  on-kuynde  dedes  and  wouj    1504 
for-to  susteiny  is  wif erwyne  :  a-mong  heom  and  is  fo 
In  f e  house  of  pounteneye  :  fat  brou^te  him  in  swnch  wo ; 
And  bote  heo  wolden  him  bi-leue  :  and  ne  snsteyni  him  non-more, 
Alle  fe  greye  Monekes  of  Engelonde  :  arbugge  it  scholden  sore;  1508 
For  heo  susteineden  is  fo  :  ne^  wonder  he  seide  it  nere  ir.no 

f)ei  he  awreke  him  of  fat  hous  :  fat  ine  his  londe  were. 
\)o  f  eos  lettres  to  Cisteus  :  a-mong  f  is  Abbotes  come, 
Of  f  e  f  retningue  heo  dradden  heom  sore  :  and  conseil  f  arof  heo  nome. 
So  fat  heo  beden  seint  thomas  :  lus  heste  forto  do, 
For  heo  ne  dorsten  non^t  a^en  fe  kingos  wille  :  non-more  holden 
him  so.  .  1514 

f)o  seint  thomas  f  is  i-heorde  :  he  gan  forto  siche  sore, 
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And  bad  Ih6«u  crist  him  helpe  po  :  and  cnde  him  milce  and  ore. 
Tiionut.  IT  **  Louerdingus,  je  ]>at  habbez  mc  :  I-STisteyned  mani  a  day       1517 
In  mine  grcte  ncode,  Ihe^u  C77st  it  ov  jelde  :  )>are  ich  mi-sulf  ne  niai. 
})Q  king  )>rctncz  ov  £0  fasbe  :  pat  ^if  ^  je  holdez  me  here  ou^t  longe : 
3  if  Grist  wolc,  3c  ne  schullcn  neucre  :  for  me  harm  a-fongue ;  ir.jirlwi? 
3\rare-so  ich  euere  mai  on  eor))e  bco  :  fram  eov  ichulle  wende,     1521 
])at  3c  ne  boon  for  me  a-peircdo —  :  ore  louerd  is  grace  me  sende. 
))at  3e  habbeth  on  me  i-spcnd  :  after  me  cometh  on 
J)at  swyfe  wel  it  wolo^  a-quiten  :  hou-so  it  euere  gon.*  IJ!  «lBM*2/.oinf** 
For  ich  mai  3uyt  mine  mete  biddo  :  I-nam  nou3t  to  guod  ])er-to,  1525 
Ore  louerd  ]>at  fedcth  pe  wilde  bestes  and  foules  :  he  mai  me  fede 

al-80. 
Ake  hov-60  it  euere  of  me  bi-come  :  god,  3if  it  is  his  wille, 
holde  up  ]>e  ri3tes  of  holi  churche  :  ))at  heo  fulliche  naspille."     1528 
Ase  ^is  holi  man  in  ^ou3te  stod  :  jwodere  he  mi3te  wende, 
|)e  king  of  Fraunce,  ))at  was  so  guod  :  sone  he  gan  him  word  sende 
))at  he  wolde  bi-leue  op-on  is  londe —  :  3ware  is  heort  best  drouj 
Cheose  he  him-sulf,  and  he  wolde  :  finden  him  spense  i-nouj.     [foi.  78] 
For  it  is  soth  i-seid,  jwane  a  man  is  :  In  meat  soruwe  and  teone, 
)}aime  is  ore  louerdes  grace  next —  :  ase  it  was  paie  i-sene.  1534 

H  ])is  holi  man  nam  is  leue  ])are  :  mildeliche  and  softe. 
And  sore  wepindo  he  wende  forth  :  he  joxede  and  si3te  wel  ofte.    1536 
AbbM     P&  Abbot  of  pounteneye  :  sumdel  forth-ward  him  broujte, 
'****" '  And  Axede  him  jwi  he  were  :  In  so  deolfule  ]>ou3te. 

^*  Ichulle  pe  telle/'  quath  seint  thomas  :  "  3wi  ich  carie  so-* 
hot  ]>at  )^ov  ne  telle  no  man  fore  :  are  mine  ende-day  beo  i-do  I   1540 
Ich  am  siker  ]>at  i  schal  3eot  :  deie  in  Lfartyrdom. 
sompniom.  For  to-ni3t  ase  ich  was  a-slepe  :  a  wonder^  metinge  me  com« 

H  In  pe  churche  of  Caunterburi  :  me  ]>ou3te  i  stod,  i-wis,      1  m.  londir 
And  striuede  for  holi  churche  :  a3en  ^e  kinge  and  his :  1544 

\)o  comen  ])ere  four  kni3tes  gon  :  and  smiten  me  opon  pe  croune 
£ch  after  o^ur,  pot  mi  brayn  :  schedde  al  a-brod  ]>are  douue. 
For  [me]  nou)^e^  ich  ))onki  Ihesn  crist  :  ])at  i  schal  dei3en  so,     ^  oI-im 
Ake  for  mine  Men  i  sichc  sore  :  I-not  jwat  heo  schullen  do."      1548 
])is  holi  man  wende  forth  :  In  care  and  deol  bi  wei3e, 
Forto  he  cam  to  senouns  :  twelf  mUe  fram  pounteneic. 
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U  Jjare  he  bi-lefde  In  soiouminge  :  alfe  ^wile  fat  he  wolde,  ad  Senon*. 

And  ])e  king  him  fond  to  spene  i-nov^  :  of  seluer  and  of  golde.    1552 

]?i3  guode  Man  bi-lefde  j^ere  :  In  pais  and  reste  i-nov^  ; 

An  euere  he  carede  for  holi  cburche  :  fat  fe  king  dude  hire  wouj. 

he  sende  to  fe  kinge  of  Engelonde  :  fat  he  scholde  late  beo  stille 

And  ne  weorri  non  more  op-on  holi  churche  :  ^if  it  were  is  wille.  1556 

Sone  fas^  fe  king  of  Engelonde  :  ase  is  wille  him  nam,  '  ai.  w^e 

Oner  se  wende,  ase  god  it  wolde  :  and  in-to  Fraunce  he  cam. 

H  Jje  king  of  Fraunce  was  a-boute  :  ^if  god  wolde  him  grace  sende, 

A-cordi  him  and  eeint  thomas  :  jif  he  mi^te  it  bringe  to  ende.     1560 

So  fat  heo  weren  to-gadere  i-brou^t  :  at  one  dai^e  I-set 

Seint  thomas  cam  bi-fore  fe  king  :  and  ase  is  louerd  him  gret, 

And  to  is  fet  fel  a-kne  :  he  wep  and  cride  is  ore, 

^'haue.reufe  of  holi  churche  :  and  ne  weorre  foy  hire  non-more,  1564 

And  fine  wille  i-chulle  do  :  ase  ich  seido  er,  bi  mine  mi^te, 

Saue  mine  louerdes  honur  :  and  holi  churche  ri^te." 

H  pe  king  makede  him  wroth  i-nov^  for  fat  word  :  ase  he  hadde  ofte 

i-beo. 
"  Novf  e  je  movwen,"  4ie  seide,  "  ech-one  :  his  falshede  i-seo,       1568 
For  man^  ne  mi^te  don  ope  is^  worde  :  nofing  a^en  is  wille  JjJtJi* 
pat  he  ne  wolde  segge  fat  icholde  :  al-holi  churche  spille       s  ai.  lo 
And  fat  it*  were  igen  godes  lawe —  :  and  In  swyche  manere  he  mijte 
))at  lond  destourbi  and  me  bi-nime  :  mi  fraunchise  and  mi  ri^te. 
And  gode  bischopes  fare  habbez  i-beo  :  bi-fore  him  ase  [3e]  wyten, 

i-wis; 
Ako,  fat  je  i-seon  alle  mine  treowenesse  :  and  fat  al  f e  wronge  is  his : 
And^  wiseste  and  fe  beste  bischopes  :  fat  bi-fore  him  were,     ^ai,»M\f 
A-^en  f e  meste  fole  kinge  fat  bi-fore  me  was  :  faire  heo  heom  here : 
Do  he  al-so  i^en  me  nouf  e  :  and  ich  me  pai^e  wel  i-noy^ ;        [foL  78  b.] 
And  ^if  he  is  a^en  f  is  fourme  :  me  f  inchez  he  hauoz  wouj  :         1578 
Ofur  him  f inchez  fat  neuere  bischop  :  so  wis  ase  he  non  nas, 
Of ur  he  me  halt  fe  meste  wrechche  king  :  fat  euere  i-bore  was."  1580 
U  po  seide  fe  king  of  Fraunce  :  and  alle  fat  heorden  f is :  m  frandt. 

"  Certes,  f ov  bedest  him  loue  i-novj  :  al  fat  wrong  is  his." 
U  Seint  thomas  stod  and  bi-f  ou^te  him  :  and  gan  to  siche  sore,  thomM. 

"  J)ei  ichabbe  i-haued  a-nuy  :  to  come  me  is  wel  more.  1584 
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"  Jif  fw  bischopus,"  he  seide,  "  bi-foie  me  :  hadden  i-do  heore  mijtc^ 

hit  ne  hodde  i-beo  non^  iieod  fmre-fore  :  to  coutecki  ne  to  fijte,  >r.Biiar 

For  are  ))i8  it  vere  stable  i-no^  :  ^oraj  gode  tnannea  sijte. 

Noufie  god  for  ia  grace  :  aende  holi  churche  hire  rijte  1  1688 

For  j)at  J»  biachopua  bifore  me  weren  to  nesche  :  aae  ich  nouf  e  l-fiude, 

t>e  studo&atoTc  i  mot  beo  :  o^ur  it  worth  al  bi-hinde. 

Ich  wot  wel  )iat  hco  habbeth  here-bi-fore  :  jie  cnstomea  in  engelonde 

.I.-vsed  heom  al-to  muche  :  holi  churche  to  schonde;  1693 

And  jwi  beo  habben  i-beon  auffred  Jonge  :  and  ta  cuatome  i-dmwe, 

J}are  ne  may  no  man  foi^eo))e  segge  :  fiat  heo  beoth  rijt  ne  lawe. 

For  ore  louerd  looez  lijt  and  sothnesse  :  and  none  vuele  costomee, 

And  )iat  he  schenez  wcl  bi  o  word  :  ^at  In  }e  godspel  ia :  1596 

For  ore  louerd  euencz  him- self  :  to  aothnease  fnre, 

Akc  he  ue  eucneth  hiin  in  none  stude  :  to  coetoma  fwt  s^ein  ])b  rijta 

|)are-[fare]  me  Jiinchez  rijt  it  is  :  f>at  we  to  aothnease  drawe, 
And  destourbi  fie  ruele  costomes  :  ^at  beth  a-;ein  )ie  lawe;  1600 

pan-lore  i-nelle  none  costomes  :  sofiii  bi  mine  mi)te 
^t  ajein  aotlmesse  beoth  :  and  a-}en  holi  churche  rijte." 
here  man  mai  i-ae  ^at  vuele  lawea  :  no  guod  Man  nele  a-fonge, 
Abe  deatouibi  heom  mid  al  is  mljte  :  ^ei  heo  habben  i-beo  i-holde 
longe;  1601 

For  he  )iat  sosteinez  vuele  lawea  :  aae  wel  ho  haueth  annne, 
bote  he  heom  a-legge  jif  ho  may  :  aae  he  Jiat  heom  deth  bi-gynne. — 
)}o  )>e  king  o(  Frannoo  i-heorde  :  and  ofiure  ))at  jiare  were, 
)]at  eeint  thomaa  ne  dude  fie  kinges  wille  :  no-^ing  apayd  heo  nere. 
ii.  H  "  Sire  biachop,"  quath  fie  king  of  Fraunca  :  "  Ich  i-eeo  wel  nor^ 
fi  wrong : 
)}eking  ^o  beot  loue  l-nov  :  |)et  strif  is  nor  on  )«  i-long.  >r.w<Mi    1610 
Wolti  fov  noiifie  b  lawes  him  bi-nime  :  )>at  neuere  him  nere  bi-nome, 
|>e  kingua  beo[m]  habbeth  alle  i-holde  :  ])atbi-fore  him  habbeth  i-come, 
gret  Maister  )»ov  woldest  a-londe  beo  :  to  mache  were  ^i  power, 
to  muche  ich  habbe  honouret  ^  :  In  mine  londe  her ;  1614 

bote  [07  auffii  him  is  ii;t«  lawes  :  Ichulle  bi-come  fii  fo, 
And  )if  we  beoth  ])ine  fon  bojK  :  I-not  jwodere  )0T  mjjt  go,"     1616 
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U  Seint  thomas  heold  him  euere  In  on.  :  ^e  kingues  heom  makedea 

wroJ>e, 
And  departede  from  him^  so  :  In  grete  wrathj^e  bo])e ;  i  ms.  heom 

buy  ]>retneden  and  maden  nojse  i-noy  :  seint  thomas  heold  him 

stille, 
Ra]7ur  he  woldo  deth  a-fonge  :  ))ane  ))olie  heore  Inhere  wille.        1620 
Nov  help  crist  seint  thomas  :  for  neodo  he  hath  ])ere-to  I 
Kov  boJ)e  f  e  kingus  beoth  is  fon  :  ^ware  may  he  nov  go  1  [foi.  7») 

I-flemd  he  was  out  of  Engelonde  :  and  out  of  Fraunce  also. 
Alle  is  men  maden  deol  i-nov  :  heo  nusten  jwat  forto  do,  1624 

And  nameliche  is  cunnes-Men  :  ])at  for  him  i-flemd  were. 
*^  Louerd,"  heo  seiden,  *'  alias,  alias  :  ])at  we  lifles  nere ! 
For  i-driue  we  beoth  out  of  Engelonde  :  and  nei}  of  Fraunce  al-so ; 
Louerd,  ^wat  scholde  more  sorewe  :  ]>ane  us  is  i-come  nou)>e  to )"  1628 
U  Seint  thomas  made  him  glad  i-nov  :  and  confortede  is  men  a-non ; 
"  beth  stille/'  he  seide,  "  )e  makiez  deol  :  neodeles  nou))e  ech-on ; " 
And  seide  '*  je  mouwen  of-swinke  ouwer  mete  :  ase  guode  men  doth 

mani  on ;  ' 

For  beo  ^e  fram  me,  buy  wollez  beo  ouwer  freond  :  ))at  nou))e  boot 

ower  fon.  1632 

3e  ne  habbez  hate  of  no  man  :  bote  for  me,  with  wou^. 
And  beo  ^e  fram  mo  i-wend  :  men  wollez  louien  ov  i-nou^." 
"A,  sire,  merci,"  J>is  ofure  seiden  :  **  we  wuten  wel  al  fis, 
For  us-sulf  nis  us  nou^t :  bote  for  ])o,  i-wis ;  1636 

We  schullon  wel  nou))e  ore  mete  i-winne  :  ake  we  nuten  ^wat  ])oy 

schalt  do, 
bote  fov  schulle  for  honger  deije.  :  louerd,  ^wej^er  ]>oy  schulle  so  1 " 
''  Ich  mai  bidde  mine  mete,"  quath  seint  thomas  :  **  for  i-nam  noujt 

to  guod  J>er-to ; 
Ore  louerd  it  jelde  heom  alle  ])at  ani  guod  :  for  his  loue  me  habbez^ 

i-do.  ir.wollei    1610 

bi-twene  borgoyne  and  prouence  :  ase  men  doth  me  onder-stonde^ 

gvode  men  beoth  and  al-mes-fole  :  foTU)  kuynde  of  ))e  londe : 

3if  I-ne  mot  In  Fraunce  beo  :  ])udere  ichulle  i-wende 

And  bidde  mine  mete  for  godes  loue  :  ^if  he  me  wole  it  sende.    1644 

3eot  sum^  guod  man  me  may  i-seo  :  and  it  beo  godes  wille,      ^  ms.  nm 
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And  habbe  rev))e  of  me  and  been  min  help  :  ])at  miseise  me  ne  spille." 

His  men  for  him  and  for  hem^-sulf  :  makeden  deol  i-nov^ ;      ^  ms.  Mm 

pG  guode  man  among  al  is  wo  :  confortede  heom  and  lou^.  1648 

Alias  ]>e  deol  )>at  J^are  was  :  j^at  swuch  an  hei^  man  bi-tidde, 

)3at  ]>e  Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi  :  is  mete  scholde  bidde  1 

Deore  a-boujte  he  holi  charche  :  and  holi  churche  ri^te ! 

Wei  au3te  ech  man  here-after  drede  :  a-jcn  holi  churche  to  fijte. —  1652 

Aso  ech  man  at  o])ur  is  leue  nam  :  a-boute  for-to  wende, 

And  ])e  holi  man  In  his  side  :  ^wodere  god  him  wolde  sende, 

))are  ase  god  wolde  to  bidde  is  mete  :  fort  god  him  sende  betere  won, 

god  sende  is  grace  a-mong  heom  alle  :  ))at  sorie  weren  ech-on.      1656 

U  ))e  kingus  Messager  of  Fraunce  :  to  seint  thomas  cam  gon, 

And  seide  ]>at  is  louerd  him  bad  :  come  to  him  a-non. 

H  Fort^  wende  pis  holi  man  :  ake  he  nuste  for  ^wuche  J^inge ; 

he  tok  him  al-to  godes  wille  :  and  cani  bi-fore  fe  kinge.  1660 

H  A-non  so  ^e  king  him  sai^  come  :  a-^en  him  he  gan  gon 

And  ful  a-donn  to  is  fote  a-kne  :  and  cride  him  merci  a-non ; 

**  blind,"  he  seide,  **  ich  habbe  i-bu  :  and  ]>at  nov))e  ich  onder-stonde. 

Al  mi  lond  to  yme  wille  :  ich  take  fe  an  honde ;  1664 

pe  ^wule  ich  am  in  Fraunce  king  :  ichulle  finde  |>e  i-nov;. 

For  ich  onder-stonde  pe  so]>e  nou])e  :  p&t  pe  king  hath  al  pe  wouj." 

U  J)e  king  sende  pis  holi  man  a-jen  :  to  Senouns,  i-wis,  [iw.  7»b.] 

And  fond  him  ]>ere  spense  i-nouj  :  him  and  alle  his.  1668 

More  he  dude  is  mi^te  ^eot  :  and  bi-tuene  he  sende  is  sonde 

For-to  bringue  a-cord  bi-twene  him  :  and  pe  kinge  of  enguelonde. 

At  Momartre  In  Fraunce  :  pia  dai  was  i-nome, 

J^udere  weren  ))is  kingues  bo]>e  :  and  seint  thomas  i-come.  1672 

Jje  king  of  Fraunce  dude  is  mi^te  :  fat  heo  weren  to  a-cord  i-broujt ; 

Ake  ]7o  heo  hadden  to-gadere  i-speke  :  al  it  was  undo  for  nou^t : 

For  Jje  king  swor  euere  grete  oJ>u8  :  fat  a-cord  he  nolde  non 

bote  pe  status  of  Clarindone  :  i-holde  weren  euerech-on ;  1676 

And  seint  thomas  swor  fat  hi  is  dai^e  :  he  nolde  farof  holde  non, 

Baf ur  he  wolde  deth  a-fonge  :  bote  fare  were  of ur  i-won. 

So  fat  heo  dep.irteden  with  wrathfe  :  fo  heo  nolden  non  of  ur  do. 

Seint  thomas  bi-gan  to  siche  sore  :  and  Inliche  wep  al-so,  1680 

"Louerd,"  he  seide,  "help  nie  nonfe  :  for  fine  swete  fif  wounde, 
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0]mr  holi  churche  is  ope  fe  pointe  :  to  beon  i-broujt  to  grounded' 

Maister  bemard  of  bosham  :  ]>at^  is  .0.  clerk  was,  iMs.|>ar 

In  priueite  bi-twene  heom  to  :  seide  to  seint  thomas :  1684 

"  Sire,'*  he  seide,  "  ])e  mount-martre  :  ])is  bul  i-cleoped  is 

J)are  ase  30^  habbez  pais  bi-speke  :  of  holi  churche  i-wis :       *  J1?'jI**  ^* 

And  ase  ]>e  name  seith  of  j)is  holle  :  ase  ich  douti  in  mi  ))oa3t, 

poTVL}  pi  martyrdom  holi  churche  :  worth  formest  to  pais  i-brou^t." 

U  Sore  sichinde  seint  thomas  seide  :  ''god  wolde  ]>at  it  were  so 

And  ]>oru)  mine  depQ  holi  churche  :  Into  rijt  pais  were  i-do,       1690 

And  ))at  ich  hadde  with  mine  blode  :  and  with  mine  liue  i-bou^t 

))at  heo  were  in  rijte  lawe  :  and  Into  guod  pais  i-brou^t ! " —       1692 

A-^ein  Midsomer  it  bi-ful  :  ]>at  pe  king  him  gan  onderstonde 

And  In  wrath))e  of  seint  thomas  :  wende  In-to  engelonde, 

For-to  saisi  sire  henri  is  sone  :  mid  al  is  kinedom 

And  for-to  crouny  him — ^longe  him  J^oujte  :  are  he  ))are-to  com.  1606 

And  is  conseil  seide  ]>at  it  was  :  mest  of  alle  ]>inge 

Holi  churche  and  seint  thomas  :  In  ynrijte  for^to  bringe ; 

For  pe  Erchebischopes  ri^te  it  were  :  ))at  of  Caunterburie  is 

To  crouny  ])ene  kyng  of  Engelonde  :  and  non  opui  bischop,  i-wis. 

))e  king  in  prelndice  of  him  :  and  to  bi-nimen  him  is  ri3te. 

Let  o))ur  bischopes  crouni  is  sone  :  and  [cud]de  a  luyte  mi^te.     1702 

U  Four  bischopus  him  crouneden  :  a-jen  rijte  and  a-3ein  pe  wone : 

pe  Erchebischop  of  Euerwyke  :  and  ))e  bischop  of  londoue  1704 

And  ])e  bischop  of  salesbori  :  and  of  roucestre  al-so ; 

In  seint  peteres  churche  at  west-Munstre  :  feos  dede  was  ido. 

j)Q  fader  seruede  )>e  sone  :  at  pe  mete  a-dai, 

And  with  []>e]  reaume  saisede  him  :  ase  al  ]>at  folk  i-saL  1708 

po  ty))ingus  of  )>u8se  ))ingue  :  to  seint  thomas  buy  come :  . 

Of  ))ulke  on-rijte  he  sende  sone  :  to  pe  court  of  rome. 

pe  pope  him  sende  lettres  i^en  :  and  bulle  ]>at  he  scholde 

A-mansi  pQ  king  and  is  conseil  :  jwuch  tyme  ]>at  he  woldc,^        1712 

And  suspend!  pe  bischopes  :  ]>at  swuch  on-rijt  duden  pete,       p  iol  ao] 

And  entre-diten  al  engelond  :  for^to  it  a-mendet  were. 

IT  Seint  thomas  heold  pe  lettres  to  him  :  for^to  god  him  grace  sende 

))at  he  mijte  him-sulf  pe  neodes^  do  :  ^wane  he  to  engelond  wende. — 

3uyt  cam  king  henri  pe  olde  :  eft-sone  into  Fraunce.  ^  ak  d«it 
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J)e  king  of  Fraunce  was  euere  a-nuyd  :  of  fulke  desturbauuce      1718 

And  wende  a-boute  to  makien  a-cord  :  and  bi-tweone  he  sende  faste ; 

So  ))at  heo  wercn,  ase  god  it  wolde  :  a-coidut  at-]>e  laste.  1720 

A-seinte  Marie  dai  Maudelejne  :  Idon  was  ))is  dede, 

In  ane  Mede  J>at  men  cleopiez  juyte  :  "  Je  traitores  mede  " — 

Al-80  ferde  ))ulke  arcord  :  ase  ))e  Mede  i-cleoped  was, 

For  ))er-aftur  a  lujte  stounde  :  no-];ing  i-sene  it  nas.  1724 

Muche  beo  speken  In  priueite  :  and  in  grete  loue  beo  wenden  a-two, 

And  seint  tbomas  wende  j^at  fe  king  :  al  is  wiUe  wolde  do. 

Maister  berebard  of  bosebam  :  to  ])e  kingo  be  sone  wende 

For  fe  foreward  ))at  beo  badde  bi-speke  :  ase  seint  tbomas  bini 

sende,  1728 

And  bad  bim  bote  ^elde  a-jen  :  ase  fortb  ase  be  mijte 
)3at  is  baillifs  in  is  biscbopricbe  :  nomen  witb  onri^te. 
"  Je,"  quatb  ye  king,  "  wolde  be  so )  :  jeot  be  scbal  a-bide, 
Icbulle  i-wite  bov  be  wole  bim  bere  :  formest  In  o]>ur  side ;        1732 
par-auntur  so  faire  be  may  :  bere  bim  a-^en  me, 
pat  icbulle  ^elden  bim  ecb  feor))ing.  :  ])are-fore  cbeose  be.'' 
U  Maister  berebard  wende  a-^ein  :  ant  tolde  seint  tbqmas  fore. 
"  Je,"  f  ou3te  seint  tbomas  :  "  fis  pais  is  al-for-lore.**  1736 

Setb];e  seint  tbomas  bim-sulue  :  to  ))e  kinge  be  wende, 
to  speken  more  of  pe  a-cord  :  3 if  be  it  mi^te  a-mende. 
pe  king  bim  welcomede  al  li^tlicbe  :  ase  be  ne  beolde  noujt  ])ei^to. 
And  wende  bim  fortb  to  beren  is  masse  :  and  seint  tbomas  al-so. 
be  was  i-woned  to  babbe  is  masse  :  ase  it  ful  to  fe  dai3,*        iMs-dai^e 
And  fo  be  let  singen  bim  ])e  soule-masse  :  ])at  no-fing  ))are-to  ne  lai^. 
For  be  nolde  nou3t  at))e  pe^s  :  cussen  seint  tbomas. 
pQ  boli  Man  ))0U3te  wel  :  3wat  ])e  Ancbaisoun  was.  1744 

Wei  narewe  fe  king  bim  gan  bi-fencbe  :  to  deme  is  lufere  ])0U3t, 
Ake  to  bim  ))at  wot  ecb  deme  ))ing  :  j^ing^  it  nas  [to]  bele  nou3t. 
J)o  f  e  Masse  was  i-do  :  In  conseil  longue  beo  stode ;  » om.  \>ing 

Wel  ofte  fe  king  bim  opbraid  :  fat  be  dade  bim  er  of  guode,      1748 
And  3wucb  a  I0V3  man  he  cam  to  bim  :  and  In  jwucbe  pouwer  be  bim 

brou3te, 
And  ])at  he  aii3te  vuele  a-3ein  bim  beo  :  3if  be  bim  wel  bi-))0U3te. 
So  )>at  beo  weren  to-gadere  longe  :  and  ]k>  beo  badden  al  i-do, 
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THAT  HE  WILL  BE  MUEDEBD. 

)>ei  it  lujtel  3 wile  i-laste  :  with  loue  heo  departeden  ato. —  1752 

H  Seint  thomas  bi-gan  to  sike  sore  :  ]>o  he  gan  him  onder-stonde 
p&t  he  hadde  longe  i-beo  :  oate  of  engelonde ;  r^primMio 

J)ei  it  were  a-jein  is  wille  :  it  ]K)U3te  him  lu))er  dede 
))at  IB  bischopriche  so  longe  was  :  with-oute  conseille  and  rede :  175G 
to  pe  king  of  Fraunce  he  wende  furst  :  and  to  pj^ere  guode  and 
hende  [fousob.] 

And  faire  he  tok  is  leue  at  heom  :  to  engelond  for-to  wende ; 
he  ]>onkede  heom  of  alle  honiir  :  p&t  heo  him  hadden  i-do ; 
With  fair  conduyt  and  gret  loue  :  fram  heom  he  wende  so.  1760 

Fram  Fraunce  he  wende  with  gret  honour  :  toward  engelonde ; 
At  one  hauene  he  gan  a-bide  :  p&t  Men  cleopiez  jwiirsonde.^ 
J)e  lettres  ))at  he  hadde  of  rome  :  to  Engelond  he  sende,      p  near  cauis] 
to  don  ])e  sentence  al  a-brod  :  bi-fore  him  ase  he  wende.  1764 

))o  Erchebischup  of  Euerwyke  :  In  sentence  he  let  do 
And  ))ene  bischop  of  salesburi  :  and  of  londone  al-so ; 
for  heo  hadden  i-crouned  ))ene  jonge  king  :  a-^en  ))e  dignete 
With  onri^te  In  is  bischopriche  :  he  a-mansede  hem  alle  ))re.       1768 
IT  po  pe  ti))inge  to  heom  cam  :  heo  maden  heom  wro]>e  i-nov^, 
And  ])retneden  pia  holi  man  :  pei  it  were  with  wou}. 
Seint  thomas  eode  toward  fe  schipe  :  In-to  engelonde  for-to  wende  : 
A  man  )>are  cam  fram  engelonde  :  a3en  heom,^  guod  and  hende.  1772 
"  A,  sire/'  he  seide,  '^  for  godesloue  :  ne  passe  noujt  ^e  se,  *  r.  him 

For  ])are  beoth  knijtes  in  Engelonde  :  Iporueide  pe  for-to  sle ; 
At  eche  hauene  Men  a-wajtiez  :  to  kepe  ]>e,  roani  on ; 
Jif  fou  comest  a-mong  heom  ov3t  :  J>ov  worst  a-slawe  a-non.''      1776 
<'  Certes,"  quath  )ds  holi  Man  :  "  Inelle  no  leng  a-bide, 
to  Engelonde  Ichulle  me  drawe  :  tide  ^wat  bi-tide ; 
])ei  ich  beo  drawe  lime  mele  :  I-nelle  bi-leue  non-more, 
to  longe  ich  habbe  ]>annes  i-beo  :  ))at  rewcz  me  wel  sore.  1780 

pe  soulene  ))at  ich  habbe  ]>are  for-to  loke  :  six  ^er  and  more,  i-wis, 
With-oute  wardein  habbez  i-beo  :  alias !  to  longe  it  is. 
A-slawe  ich  wor))e,  wel  ich  wot  :  ])are,  are  come  oujt  longe, 
Ichulle  for  holi  churche  ri^te  :  gladliche  pene  deth  a-fonge.  1784 

Ake  biddez  for  me  Ihe^  crist  :  i  bidde  eov  par  charite  1 
bi-fore  alle  o))ere  nameliche  :  o  ))ing  biddeth  for  me : 
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)}at  god  for  is  holi  grace  :  to  Caunterbori  me  sende, 
|)at  ich  mote  a-liue  o^  ded  :  In-to  mine  owene  churche  [wende] ;  1788 
3if  i-ne  mai  )mdere  a-liue  come  :  are  ich  i-martred  beo, 
)}at  mi  bodi  mote  3 wan  ich  am  ded —  :  god  it  graunti  me." 
his  leue  he  nam  wel  deolfolliche  :  and  to  schipe  he  wende  so ; 
he  ]>onkede  heom  al  honour  :  ])at  Men  him  hadden  i-do,  1792 

And  bi-teijte  al  Fraunce  Ihesu,  crist  :  and  blessede  it  wel  faste ; 
))  it  folk  wep  and  makede  sorewe  gret :  heore  deol  longe  i-laste. — 
-^  IT  At  douere  were  knijtes  ^are  :  ))at  heorden  of  him  telle, 

Sone  ase  he  come  op  ]iere  :  al  aredi  him  to  quelle :  1796 

Sire  Beinaud  of  wareygne  :  and  sire  Eandolf  pQ  brok ; 

And  also  Gemeis  ^e  schyrreue  :  gret  folk  with  him  tok, 

to  kepe  ]>is  holi  Man  at  douere  :  ase  he  come  op  of  ^  se. 

And  bote  he  wolde  heore  wille  do  :  al-jare  him  for-to  sle.  1800 

to  ])e  hauene  of  sandwiche  :  ])at  schip  wel  euene  drou) — 

pe  o]7ere  a-biden  him  alle  at  douere  :  with  ))retninge  and  host  i-nou). 

In  ))e  schipes  seile  an  heij  :  fiB  holi  man  let  do  [foi.si] 

Ane  Croiz,  ))at  Man  fer  isai^  :  Iseuwed  faste  ))er-to :  1804 

))at  was  signe  of  is  baner  :  o)>ur  ne  kepte  he  non. 

Men  stoden  at  sandwich  and  bi-heolden  :  ))e  Croiz  wel  manion, 

And  sciden,   "we  i-seoth  nouj^e  hider-ward  coilie   :  oure  bischop 

thomas ; " 
pe  3uyt  he  was  fer  in  ])e  se  :  heo  wusten  ^wat  he  was.  1808 

J)nt  cri  was  sone  wide  couth  :  ]>at  folk  om  faste  i-nov^, 
And  are  he  were  to  londe  i-KSome  :  muche  folk  a-^ein  him  drou). 
heo  criden  and  ]K>nkeden  Ihe^  crist  :  ]>at  heo  inosten  him  a-Iiue  t-seo. 
And  welcomeden  him  with  loye  i-nov^  :  non  more  ne  mi^te  bea 
)}ene  ))ridde  day  of  ))e  Aduent  :  bi-fore  cristemasse  it  was 
))at  he  to  Engelonde  cam  :  ))e  guode  man  seint  thomas ;  1814 

J)e  seuenjje  ^er  fat  he  wende  furst  :  out  of  engelonde — 
Six  ^er  and  a  Month Jje  he  was  fleme  :  ase  ich  me  onderHBtonde.  1816 
)}is  was  endleue  bond  ret  ^er  :  and  sixti  jer  and  tene 
After  fat  ore  swete  louerd  :  In  is  moder  a-li^te,  ich  wene. — 
AcniMitio  U  bat  word  to  be  kui^tes  cam  :  to  douere  of  bis  cas, 

hov  seint  thomas  fe  holi  man  :  at  sandwych  a-nued  was  :  1820 

to  sandwich  heo  wenden  faste.  :  seint  thomas  heo  founden  a-non ; 
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GRANDLY   WELCOMED   AT   OANTBBBUBY. 

« With  ^  IvLpet  semblauDt  and  fals  heorte   :  heo  welcomeden  him 
ech-on,  ^  us.  withith 

And  seiden,  '*  hou  hauest]K)y  ])ene  wei  :  to  engelonde  i-nome, 
)^t  destourbest  al  fai  lond  :  sone  so  )>oy  art  i-comey  1824 

And  al-so  al-holi  churche  :  ase  we  alle  i-aeoth, 
))at  ))oy  a-mansest  Jms  peoB  bischopes  :  ))at  ^e  felawes  beoth ! 
)}oy  subtest  mid  alle  lawe  :  loue  and  pais  a-rore, 
And  ))are  nas  neuere  a-londe  pais  :  sethjie  ])oy  bischop  were  I       1828 
Jif  ])oy  wenest  wel  for-to  do  :  with-drau^  ]zine  dede  sone ; 
0))ur  Man  schal  bi  ]>e  do  :  ase  with  swuch  a  man  is  to  done/' 

^  IT  "  Mine  leue  freond,"  quath  seint  thomas  :  ^  soth)^  it  is  i-noyj  BMponaio 

(llOID#« 

pe  mansinge  ))at  ich  let  do  :  it  was  with  ri3te  and  nou^t  with  wouj. 

And  bi  mine  loaeides  leue  )>e  king  :  fat  ech  man  in  rijte  were, 

)}at  so  gret  trespas  ne  wende  forth  :  pai  it  a-mendet  nere,  1834 

And  were  eftH9K)ne  after-ward  :  with  on-ri^te  and  a-^ein  lawe 

In  desertison  of  mine  churche  :  to  costome  imrawe."      i  hs.  it     1836 

po  pe  knijtes  hcorden  pat  pe  king  :  consentede  ))er-to, 

heo  bi-leueden  al  heore  grete  mod  :  and  heore  ))retningue  al-so, 

And  in  faire  Manere  beden  him  :  ondon  is  Mansingue, 

to  nonsi  loue  with  is  felawes  :  and  bi-twene  him  and  pe  kinge.    1840 

So  pai  respit  bi-tuene  heom  :  of  p'la  Ansuere  heo  nome, 

For-to  seint  thomas  a-moruwe  :  to  Caunterburie  come. 

IT  Seint  thomas  a-moruwe  :  to  Caunterburi  him  drou^.  Aduentm 

Al  pe  contreie  a-3ein  him  cam  :  with  loye  and  blisse  i-nou^.         1844 

Ech  preost  somonede  is  paroche  :  clanliche  in  euerech  ende 

to  beou  alle  ^are  a-^ein  him  :  with  procession  for-to  wende : 

So  ]7at  with  p^'ocessiones  :  manie  and  faire  i-noyj, 

With  croyz  and  with  taperes  :  pe  contreie  a-^ein  him  drou).^       1848 

)}are  was  loie  and  blisse  i-nou^  :  more  ne  mi^te  non  beo ;        p  floi.8i  b.] 

heo  ])onkeden  ^eorne  Ihera  crist  :  ))at  a-liue  him  mosten  i-seo. 

Of  bellene  and  of  tabours  :  so  gret  was  pe  soun, 

Of  eche  manere  gleo  and  of  song  :  )k)  he  cam  into  toun,  1852 

)}at  man  ne  mijte  i-heore  non  opwt  )>iDg  :  bote  pe  noise  ^t  was  so  gret ; 

Non  more  ioie  ne  mi^te  beo  :  ])ane  ^are  was  In  eueieche  stret. 

IT  Ase  ore  louerd  a-palme-sonenday  :  honoyred  was  i-noY) 

1)0  he  rod  into  lerusalem  :  and  toward  is  de))e  droy),  1856 
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AIhbo  was  fia  holi  man  :  ase  men  mitten  i-seo  )>ere ; 
For  ore  louerd  wolde  ])at  is  dcth  :  semblable  to  his  were. 
Are  seint  tbomas  pQ  lioli  man  :  to  is  churche  come, 
pe  Monekus  with  prc^cession  :  a-}ein  him  pene  wei  heo  nome.      1860 
Of  is  palef rai  he  li^te  a-don  :  and  custe  \te  Monekes  ech-on ; 
to  ]>e  weuede  wel  mildeliche  :  heo  ladden  him  a-non. 
po  he  hadde  at  churche  i-do  :  al  p&t  him  was  to  done, 
With  is  men  wel  mildeliche  :  to  is  In  he  wende  sone.—  1864 

MiiitM  retro  IT  Seint  thomas  ne  hadde  i-beo  :  at  is  paleis  noujt  longe, 
)}at  fe  kni^tes  ne  comen  :  heore  answere  forto  afonge. 
heo  beden  him  ase  heo  beden  er  :  on-don  is  mansinge 
And  a-soilli  pe  bischopes^  :  pat  he  let  ))are-Inne  bringe.      ^  ]is.biMbepM 
"  bev  freres,"  qiiath  seint  thomas  :  **  J>at  ne  mai  i  do  nou^t, 
For  heo  beoth  In  mansinge  :  J^oru^  pe  pope  i-bron^t,  1870 

And  .I.-ne  mai  noujt  on-do  is  dede  :  je  wuten  wel,  in  none  place. 
Ake  nou3t-for-])an  ich  troste  wel  :  so  muche  In  his  grace,  1872 

)}at  ichulle  a-soilli  heom  :  In  ))usse  fourme  fawe : 
)}at  heo  don  sikcrnesse  for-to  stonde  :  at  holi  churche  lawe 
And  to  ]>e  lokinge  of  holi  churche —  :  ake  in  o))ur  fourme  non." 
pQ  knyjtes,  po  heo  herden  pia  :  chidden  faste  ech-on,  1876 

And  po  heo  nadden  non  ojur  word  :  in  wrath])e  forth  heo  wende 
And  toldcn  pe  bischopcs  heore  ansuero  :  ])at  heom  ])udere  sende. 
)}e  bischopes  niaden  heom  wro))e  i-nou)  :  ant  J^retneden  him  wol  fasto. 
Ake  na]7elcs  pe  tweyne  of  heom  :  with-drowen  heom  aipe  laste  :   1880 
IT  pe  bischop  of  salesburi  :  and  of  londone  al-so ; 
to  holi  churche  heo  wolden  stonde  :  and  to  is  lokinge  al-so. 
IT  Ake  pe  Ercliebischop  of  Euerwik  :  a-non-rijt  heom  with-sede  : 
"  Da]7eheit  habbe  ])at  so  atstonde  :  so  folliche  at  ower  rede,         1884 
For-to  don  us  in  is  grace  :  fat  euere  hath  i-beon  ore  fo 
And  hath  i-don  us  niani  a  schame  :  and  ]>anne  he  wolde  wel  mo ! 
J3ei  he  habbe  ouer  ov  power  :  ouer  me  ne  hauez  ho  non, 
For  erchebischop  ich  am,  wel  30  wutez  :  ase  wel  ase  he  is  on.      1888 
Ich  habbe  a  luytel  Coffre  :  ]7at  stant  hoi  and  sount, 
Atjje  leste  fare  beoth  Inne  jeot  :  Ei3te  hundret  pound : 
Jare  ich  am  to  spene  ]7at  :  and  3cot  me  ))inchez  to  luyte, 
For-to  a-wreken  us  wel  of  him  :  and  for-to  a-lcgge  is  pruyte.        1892 
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Wende  we  to  ))e  kinge  a-non  :  and  telle  him  of  is  dede,  [foLss] 

)}at  him  ne  tit  neueie  pais  :  bote  he  ))arof  him  lede/' 

IT  beos  breo  bischopus  hasteliche  :  oner  se  bene  wei  Home.  bie  wninm 

A  luyte  bi-fore  cristemasse  :  to  ]>e  kinge  heo  come,  1896 

And  fonnden  him  in  Normandie.  :  a-doun  heo  fallen  a-kne, 
heo  beden  him  holden  op  his  honour  :  stifliche  hore  help  to  beo. 
And  tolden  him  hov  ))is  holi  Man  :  ))0  he  to  londe  cam, 
Destourbede  al-holi  chnrche  :  and  is  kjnedam  1900 

And  hoy  he  hadde  with  gret  pruyte  :  In  mansinge  i-do 
Al  ]>at  maden  is  sone  king  :  and  oonsenteden  ))are-to, 
And  hoy  in  despit  of  him  :  he  dude  swuch  lu]>er  dede, 
And  ]>at  he  ne  scholde  neuere  in  pais  beo  :  bote  he  nome  an-o))ur  to 
rede.  1904 

IT  j>Q  king,  po  he  heorde  ]>is  :  for  wrath))e  he  was  nei)  wod,  bm  iratu. 

he  eode  op  and  doun  ase  witles  :  and  ofte  in  l^oujte  stod. 
''  31^  he  a-mansez  alle  ))at  maden  :  mine  sone  king/'  he  seide, 
"  Mid  pe  forste  he  a-mansez  me  :  for  it  was  min  owene  dede.      1908 
pe  traitor  a-spillez  al  ^t  lond  :  and  bringez  ns  in  wrechhede, 
ho  ini3te  In  swuch  soruwe  :  longe  eni  lif  lede  1 " 
Ofte  he  corsede  alle  feo  :  ))at  he  hadde  forth  i-brou3t, 
Of  fe  false  preost  and  is  fo  :  ]>at  heo  ne  a-wreke  him  nou^t,         1912 
))at  destourbede  al  )>at  lond  :  and  brou^te  in  wrechhede ; 
Ase  he  eode  op  and  doun^  :  ofte  ])at  word  he  seide.  ^  ms.  don  doan 

IT  ]}e  knijtes  )>o  [heo]  heorden  ]>is  :  stoden  some  stille, 
And  bi-)>ou)ten  heom  wel  priueliche  :  to  paie  ])e  kinges  wille.      1916 
pe  foure  )>at  mest  schrewes  weren  :  bi-))0U3ten  hem  of  guyle : 
Sire  reynaud  le  fiz  oyrs  :  and  sire  huwe  de  moruile 
And  sire  willam  trad  :  and  sire  Eichard  de  bruiz — 
heore  names  for  heore  schrewehede.:  ne  beoth  nout  for-)ite  ^uyi  1920 
huy  nomen  heom  to  rede  stilleliche  :  to  passi  fe  se, 
to  paie  |>e  kingus  wille  :  seint  thomas  for^to  sle. 
Stilleliche  heo  wenden  forth  :  ))at  no  man  it  nuste ; 
heo  weren  nei^wat  at]»e  se  :  are  )>e  king  it  wuste.  1924 

po  ))e  king  it  onder-jat  :  After  heom  he  sende 
))at  heo  bi-lefde  heore  folie  :  and  a3enwafd  to  him  wende. 
Ake  fiB  messager  ne  mijte  noujt :  ouer-take  heom  for  none  ginne, 

LBGENDS  of  8AINT8.  M 
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For  are  he  cam  to  ))e  so  :  heo  weren  fer  with-Inne.  1928 

po  made  ]>e  king  deol  i-nov  :  ))at  Leo  weren  forth  i-wend 
And  ]>at  is  messager  ne  ouer^tok  heom  nou^t :  ]»at  he  after  heom  hadde 
i-send. — 
PitKiieatio  IT  Seint  thomas  at  Caunterburi  :  a-midewynteres  dai 

Stod  and  prechede  al  ])at  folk  :  ]>at  mani  a  man  i-sai.  1932 

In  is  prechingue  he  bi-gan  :  to  siche  swi]>e  sore, 

And  deol  and  sore  we  made  i-nov  :  ne  mi^te  no  man  more ; 

SwiJ)e  sore  he  gan  to  wepe  :  fe  teres  omen  a-doun.  ^ 

)3are  was  mani  wepinde  Ei^e  :  wel  sone  jeont  al  \>e  toun.  1936 

"  Mine  loue  freond/'  quath  ^is  holi  man  :  weopinde  suy])e  sore, 

'*  Ouwer  preost  ich  habbe  ane  jwyle  i-beo  :  ake  i-ne  mai  no  lengore 

more,^  i  Thb  t.  added  on  tiit  bottom. 

^For  min  ende-dai  is  neij  i-come  :  I-ne  worJ>e  here  nou3t  longe; 

Ich  am  redi  for  holi  churche  ri^te  :  deth  for-to  afonge.  [}  foi.ssb.]  1940 

biddez  for  mo  for  godes  loue  :  and  for  holi  churche  alnso, 

)3at  gcth  al-mcst  nouj^e  to  grounde  :  bote  god  nime  ^eme  )>ar-to. 

Dcth  ichulle  wel  fain  take  :  jwan  it  is  godus  wille, 

For  ]>e  ri3to  of  holi  churche  :  mpvLV  ))ane  heo  spille."  1944 

bok  and  candolo  he  nam  a-non  :  and  a-mansede  ri^t  ))cre     i  ug.  weraden 

Alle  J)at  wcrreden  ^  holi  churche  :  and  a-^ein  hire  ri^tcs  were,     •  r.  Brok 

And  nameliche  sire  randolf  pe  brok  ;  and  sire  robert  de  bruyz*  also, 

J3at  Jje  Erchobischope  of  Caunterburi  :  gret  on-rijt  habbez  i-do.    1948 

For  fe  3wuyle  J)at  ho  was  out  of  londe  :  pe  king  henri  bi-tok 

pe  bischopriche  al  for-to  loke  :  sire  Eandolf  fe  brok, 

And  he  mad  Eobert  de  brok  :  is  clerk  ))at  was  ^o, 

Of  al  fis  w^ardein  onder  him.  :  fat  dude  is  londe  wel  wo ;  1952 

For  he  destruyde  al  fe  bischopriche  :  and  to  him-sulf  nam  i-novj, 

And  dude  him  fair  bold  a-rere  :  of  pat  he  nam  with  W0U3. 

)3er-inno  a-criste-masse  dai  :  po  pQ  mansinge  was  i-do, 

he  sat  and  .et.  wel  nobleliche  :  and  manie  with  him  al-so.  1956 

Seint  thomas  (!)^  caste  houndes  of  is  bred  :  fat  bi-fore  him  lai, 

And  euerech  hound  it  for-sok  :  ase  al  fat  folk  i-sai^.  *  JthUr^MsaJ 

})o  handlede  he  ofur  bred  :  and  let  menge  hit  at  pe  laste 

"Wit  ofur  bred  fat  lai  bi-side  :  and  to  fe  houndes  let  it  caste.      1960 

Al  fat  he  i-handlet  hadde  :  f e  houndes  al  for-lete. 
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And  chosen  out  ^t  opxa  ]»ie-a-mong  :  and  wel  clanliohe  it  ete. 

f>e  guodnesse^  was  on  him  i-sraie  :  a-non-r^t  ]>at  ilke  dai,    1 02.  nuuuuige 

Jwane  |>e  houndes  yeX  hred  for«oken  :  )>at  bi-fore  him  lai  1964 

IT  bi  a  fridai  ^ulke  ^res  :  was  cristemasse-daiy 

))are  was  gret  miiacle  of  god  :  |mt  al  )Kit  folk  i-saL —  iiiutM. 

IT  ))is  four  la)>ere  knijtes  :  of  ^wuche  we  ganne  telle, 

to  engelonde  wel  sone  comen  :  seint  thomas  to  quelle.  1968 

to  pe  castel  of  salt-wode  :  a-seint  lohanes  dai  heo  come, 

Sixjkilene  fiam  oaunterburi  :  and  ^are  heore  In  heo  nome ; 

Ana  sire  Bandolf  pe  brok  :  to  hem  cam  wel  sone. 

heore  conseil  heo  nomen  ^ulke  ni^t  :  pQ  Inhere  dede  to  done.       1972 

])ene  morewe,  a-childre-masse  dai  :  yo  god  pene  dai  sende, 

Sire  Eandulf  pe  brok  wel  stilleliche  :  to  Caunterburi  he  wende, 

For-to  enqueri  of  seint  thomas  :  jware  heo  mitten  him  finde, 

pat  he  ne  drowe  him  noujt  a-wei  :  ne  hudde  him  no^were  bi-hinde. 

IT  J^is  kni^tes  ^e  Tywesdai  :  no  lengore  nolden  bi-leue,  MuitM. 

Ake  wenden  heom  to  Caunterburi  :  wel  are  it  were  eue.  1978 

A  luyte  bi-fore  oompelin  :  to  seint  thomas  heo  come ; 

))ene  rijte  wei  ful  baldeliohe  :  In-to  is  chaumbre  heo  nome.         1980 

heo  comen  and  founden  him  stilleliche  :  In  is  chaumbre  stonde 

With  priue  derkes  :  and  gret  conseil  hadden  on  honde. 

Sire  Eeynaud  le  fiz  ours  :  grimliche  forth  i-wende, 

^  Sire/'  he  seide,  '*  ore  louerd  pQ  king  :  in  message  us  hidere  sende  ^, 

Fram  him  out  of  Normandie  :  Ane  heste  we  habbez  i-broujt,      p  foi.  ss] 

)}at  yoY  do  is  heste —  :  ne  bi-lef  JK>7  it  nou)t»  1986 

And  ]>at  ^u  wende  sone  to  is  sone  :  ^t  )ong  king  i-maked  is, 

For-to  a-mendi  a^inest  him  :  )»t  pov  hast  is  fader  i-don  a-mis,    1988 

And  swer  p&md  oth])  to  boon  him  trewe  :  and  of  |>e  baronie  al-so 

]}at  ]k)u  halst  of  him  in  chef  :  do  ^t  ^[u]  aujtest  him  for-to  do. 

]}e  clerkes  Jwt  y>y  bringest  with  pe  :  )if  here-ate  heo  woUez  at-stonde, 

Schullen  soerie  pe  kinge  trewe  to  beo  :  o^r  heo  schuUen  out  of  londe." 

IT  ''  Bey  f rere,"  quath  seint  thcHnas  :  ^'  I-nelle  pe  no-^ing  lie,  Thonui. 

j)Q  kinge  ichulle  don  ri)t  and  laws  :  of  pe  baronie.  1994 

Ake  nolde  it  god  )»at  holi  churche  :  onder  fote  were  so 

pat  ich  opva  mine  derkus  :  scholden  ani  oth)>  pQ  kinge  do.  1996 

For  ))0Y  west  wel  alle  pe  lewede  Men  :  ^t  booth  In  his  londo, 

H  2 
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Ne  sweriez  him  noujt  pene  oth  :  as  ich  me  onder-stonde. 

Nov  wolde  je  holi  churche  :  In  grete  seruage  do, 

In  more  J)ane  ani  lewede  man  beol :  nai,  it  ne  worth  nou^t  so."  2000 
HUM.    IT  "  Me  ))inchez  wel,"  quath  sire  Eeynaud  :  "  fat  J>ov  nelt  do  no-)>ing 

Of  )>e  heste  f&t  wo  bringez  :  fram  ore  louerd  ]>e  king  I 

Al-80  in  is  half  we  hotez  pe  :  )>at  ]K>y  ansoili  al-so 

his  bischopes  fat  pov  hast :  In  mansinge  i-do."         ^  ms.  qoaUiy     2004 
tfaonuM.  IT ''  bey  frere/'  quath)) ^  seint  thomas  :  '<  it  nis  mi  dede  nou^t, 

Ake  poTU)  pe  popes  owene  mouth))  :  in  sentence  heo  booth  i-bronjt : 

IT  And  povL  wost  wel  it  ne  fallez  nou^t  to  me  :  ))e  popus  dede  on-do/' 
MiiM.     "  pel  ))o  pope  it  hete  do,"  quat  sire  Eeynaud  :  "  ^ru}  ^  it  is  i-do." 
tbonuu.  IT  "  3if  ))e  pope  hath,"  quath  thomas  :  "  In  sentence  i-brou)t       2009 

heom  ]7at  habbez  me  mis-don  :  he  ne  mis-paiez  me  nou^f 
MiiM.    IT  "  In  echo  manere  ))oy  schowest  wel  '*  :  sire  Eeinaud  seide  ))0, 

''  For-to  a-nuje  ore  louerd  ))e  king  :  and  pat  for  art  is  fo.  2012 

}ware-))oru5  we  i-eeoth  wel  :  Jat  ))0V  wilnost  to  don  him  wo. 

And  woldest  beo  king  in  is  stude —  :  ake  ))ou  ne  worst  neuere  so— 

And  )if  povL  mijtest,  bi-nime  him  is  croyne — :  ake  so  ne  schal  it  nonjt 

gO."^  ibothUiMttnuupoMdliiothirllBS. 

«>M»n>*^  IT  "  CoYtes,  bey  firero,"  quath  seint  thomas  :  "  I-ne  )>enche  jio-))ing 
))er-to,  2016 

Ake  ra))ur  ichulle  him  ))er^to  helpe  :  so  muche  so  ich  mai. 
And  for  him  and  for  his  honour  :  ich  biddo  ni3t  and  dai. 
For  fare  nia  noufe  man  on  eorfe  :  pat  ich  louie,  i-wis. 
So  muche  ase  him,  sauuo  is  fader  :  fat  ^eot  mi  louerd  is.  2020 

A-seinte  Marie  dai  Maugdeleyne  :  for-eo))e  i  segge  ))e, 
J)o  fe  a-cord  was  formest  i-maked  :  bi-twene  mi  louerd  and  me, 
he  seide  me  pat  ich  lete  a-mansi  :  alio  fat  hadden  mis-do  2023 

Mine  churche  fat  is  his  owene  Moder —  :  and  ich  habbe  idon  so." 
IT  "  A-voy,  sire  preost,"  quath  f is  of ur  :  "  to  muche  f  oy  spext  neij, 
)3oy  desclaundrcst  fin  owene  louerd  :  f oy  ne  art  nof or  guod  ne  slei)  I 

luiM.     Seistf oy  fat  mi  louerd  fe  king  :  In  mansinge  let  do 

Alio  fat  maden  is  sone  kingi  :  ne  consentede  he  fer-tol  2028 

Nas  it  al  is  owene  dede  :  and  hi  none  ofur  mannes  lorel  CfU.8Sb.] 

A-voy,  sire  preost,  bi-fench  fe  bet  :  ne  seie  foy  so  namore." 

ihtma*.  H  "Cortes,  sire,"  quath  seint  thomas  :  **fou  wost  wel  it  was  so, 
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For  ))ou  were  ))are  ))i-8elf  po  :  and  manie  o))ere  )>er-to,  2032 

bischopus  and  Erchebischopos  ek  :  and  o]>ere  grete  and  liei^e, 
3e  fif  hundred  men  and  mo  :  al-«o  pov  wel  i-sei^e." 

f  "  beo  stille/'  quath  fis  Injure  knijt  :  "hold  J)inne  mouth  J),  ich  rede,  Miles. 
J^OY  mis-eeist  mi  louerd  ye  king  :  daj^eit  alle  ]>at  it  seide  1  2036 

ho  mi^te  soffri  swuch  sclaundre  :  bote  he  nome  ))ar-of  wreche) 
bi  ))e  fei  y&t  schal  to  god  :  man  schal  ))e  an-o))ur  teche  1 " 
his  felawes  euerechone  :  heore  Armes  a-brod  caste 
And  ferden  ase  Men  ]>at  weren  wode  :  and  ]>retneden  him  wel  faste. 
to  pe  Monekus  heo  wenden  a-non  :  *'  comieth  here  forth,"  he  seide, 
''  5e  holdeth  here  ])e  kingus  fo  :  witiez  him  wel,  ich  rede ; 
))at  je  to  ]>e  kingus  wille  :  is  bodi  30^  habben  al-^are,  1  om.^ 

0]?ur  he  schal  ouwer  londes  aboute  :  and  ower  maneres  maken  wel 
bare  I "  2044 

H  **  Sire  Eeynaud,"  quath  seint  thomas  : ''  wen8t]K>u  ))at  ichulle  fleo )  thomai. 
Kai  par  deu,  nou3t  a  fote  :  for  pe  king  ne  for  )>e."  2046 

U  ''  bi  god,  sire  bischop,"  quath  ]>is  o))ur  :  *'  bi  phi  pou  wost  pen  ende,  MUes. 
jA  fleoinge  schal  beo  luyte  wurth  :  ))ou  ne  schalt  nou3t  wel  fer  wende." 
))is  knijtes  in  grete  wrath))e  )>o  :  wenden  heom  forth  ech-on. 
And  leten  heom  army  swy^  wel  :  and  comen  a^en  a-non, 
W[i]th  suerdes  and  with  axes  :  and  with  o]>ere  armes  mo ; 
Eobert  de  brok,  pe  lu))ere  clerk  :  he  was  with  heom  ]>o.  2052 

Into  pe  cloistre  of  Caunterburi  :  with  grete  noyse  heo  comen  weuc, 
pe  Monekus  songen  Euesong  :  for  it  was  wel-nei^  eue. 
Some  for  pe  grete  noyse  :  fuUen  a-doun  for  fere. 
And  some  bi-gonne  to  fleon  a-boute  :  ase  men  ))at  witlese  were.  2056 
Seint  thomas  nam  ane  Croyz  :  ake  o]>ure  armes  non, 
And  ))are-with  wel  baldeliche  :  he  code  a-^ein  is  fon. 
)}is  Monekus  omen^  to  him  some  :  '*  sire,  merci,"  heo  seiden,  *  ]i3.orn«m 
«  For  godes  loue  a-bid  ^ut  here  :  ore  louerd  pe  mai  ^uyt  lede ;     2060 
Soffre  ]>at  we  helpen  pe  :  o))ur  pel  we  with  pe  dei^e." 
Some  wolden  makien  pe  doren  :  ]>o  heo  pst  folk  i-sei^e. 
"  bi-leuez,"  quath  pe  holie  Man  :  "  ^e  ne  doth  noujt  as  pe  wise, 
Singuth  forth  ower  auesong  :  and  doth  ore  louerd  is  seruise.        2064 
Man  ne  schal  of  holi  churche  :  castel  maken  non. 
latez  f oles  ane  stounde  a-wede  :  and  in  heore  folic  gon ! " 
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pki  knijtes  comen  reken  In  :  heore  folie  for-to  do. 
And  seiden,  ''  ^ware  is  non]ye  fia  traitour  :  and  pis  false  bischop 
alsot"  2068 

thomii.  H  Seint  thomas  bar  fe  Croiz  on  honde  :  and  answeiede  is  fon : 
^'  Ich  am  here,  godus  preost :  ake  traitour  nam  ich  non. 
Sechez  him  ))at  wole  ov  fleo  :  o])ur  ))at  drede  ovwer  ))retDinge : 
Kon  rediore  ne  beoth  ower  swerdes  :  me  to  de))e  bringae  2072 

)}at  min  heorte  prestore  nis  :  ))ene  def  for-to  take ; 
For  ))e  ri^tes  of  holi  chorche  :  I-nelle  nou^t  det  for-sake."  [M.  84] 

pBie  wende  forth  on  of  heom  :  and  is  huyre  of  him  drou^, 
And  is  mantel  a-non  after-ward  :  with  gret  uilte  i-nou).  2076 

Sire  Eeynaud  le  fiz  ours  :  pursiwede  him  anon. 
H  '^  Sire  Beynaud,"  quat  seint  thomas  )k)  :  "  hoy  schal  ]yis  nou])e  gon  t 
Ofte  ich  habbe  ])e  guod  i-do  :  and  manie  opnre  mo." 
*'  l}oy  schalt  sone,"  quath  ))is  opxu  :  "  i-wite  hou  it  go.  2080 

Traitour,  pou  art  ded  a-non  :  non  o]nir  nelle  ich  do." 
"  For-8o))e,"  quath  flu  holi  man  :  "  wel  prest  ich  am  ^r-to, 
For  ])e  ri^tes  of  holi  churche  :  dei^e  ichulle  wel  fawe, 
5if  heo  mi^te  ))erenafter-ward  :  in  pais  beo  and  in  lawe.  2081 

Ak  ich  ov  bidde  ^if  ^e  sechez  me  :  in  ovre  louerdee  name, 
))at  ^e  ne  comen  nei^  non  ojiur  man  :  harm  ne  do  ne  schame ; 
For  non  o])ur  gulti  nis  :  of  Jiat  ^e  witez  me, 

heo  buth  alle  gultlese  bote  ich  one  :  ))ar-of  sikcre  ^e  beo ;  2088 

And  al-so  ase  heo  gultlese  beoth  :  harmles  latez  heom  wende." 
pe  guodo  man  sat  a-doun  a-kneo  :  ))o  he  sai  al  )>e  ende ; 
Forto  a-fonge  ]yene  stronge  deth  :  is  heued  he  buyde  a-doun, 
And  softe,  ase  some  i-herden  :  he  seide  Jiis  oresoun  :  2092 

onitio  U  **  Ore  louerd  and  seinte  Marie  :  and  seint  Denis  al-so 

And  alle  ))e  avouwes  of  ]yis  churche  :  In  ^was  ore  ich  am  i-do, 

Ich  bi-take  mine  soule  here  :  and  holi  churche  rijte." 

3eot  he  bad  for  holi  churche  :  ])o  he  nadde  non  o))ur  mi^te  1         2096 

Sire  Reynaud  le  fiz  ovrs  :  mest  schrewe  of  ech-on, 

For-to  smite  f^is  holi  man  :  is  swerd  he  drou^  a-non. 

H  Ake  Edward  grim,  }>at  was  is  clerk  :  in  g[ra]unte-brugge  i-bore, 

his  louerd  to  helpe  ^if  ho  mi^te  :  his  Arm  he  pulte  bi-fore.  2100 

he  woundede  is  Arm  Bwype  sore  :  pat  blod  om  faate  a-donn. 


tboine. 


BEKET  RECEIVES  HIS  ASSASSINS*  STROKES  ON  THE  HEAD  ;  THE  LAST     167 
STROKE  DASHES  OUT  HIS  BRAINS.      THE  BLOOD  FORMS  A  DIADEM. 

W[i]th  ))ulke  dunte  he  smot  al-so  :  seint  thomas  ope  ))o  croun, 
J5at  bled  cm  bi^  is  face  a-doun  :  In  is  ri^t  half  of  fe  wounde.   '  JJ^^*  **^- 
Lovde  gradde  fia  luj^ere  kni^t  :  "  smitez  alle  to  grounde ! "  2104 

Edward  grim  and^  alle  is  men  :  |>at  po  a-boute  him  were,    >  ms.  and  and 
At-ornen  a-boute  ech  in  is  side  :  ope  Jie  weuedes  for  fere. 
Ase  it  bi  ore  louerd  ferde  :  ))0  ))e  giwes  him  nome : 
his  desciples  flovwen  anon  :  men  nnsten  3  ware  heo  bi-come ;       2108 
For  in  ])e  godspel  it  is  i-writon  :  ))at  ore  louerd  him-self  seide 
**  3^^&iio  &  inan  smit  )>ene  schepherde  :  ))e  schep  woUez  to-sprede  " ; 
And  ore  louered  bad  for  is  desciples  :  )>at  men  no  scholden  hem^  non 
harm  do.  1  ms.  him 

)}aron  poM^te  seint  thomas  :  he  bad  for  is  men  al-so.  2112 

An  o))ur  kni^t  smot  seint  thomas  :  in  ]yulke  solue  wounde, 
And  made  him  bouwie  is  face  a-doun  :  and  loke  toward  pe  grounde. 
})e  Jiridde  in  ]yulke  sulue  stude  :  ))are-arter  him  smot  a-non, 
And  makede  him  loute  a-doun  :  is  face  to  fe  ston.  2116 

In  ))ulke  stude  )>e  feor))e  smot  :  yaiQ  fe  o))ere  hadden  er  i-do, 
)}at  pe  point  of  is  swerd  brak  :  In  \>e  Marbre  ato. — 
f  3eot  ))at  ilke  point  at  Caunterburi  :  pe  Monekus  doth  wite,  [foi.  84  b.j 
For  honour  of  ^e  holi  man  :  ))at  )>are-with  was  i-smite. —  2120 

With  ^ulke  stroke  he  smot  al  of  :  ]ye  scholle  and  pe  croune, 
pAt  ))ut  brain  ful  on  ^e  pauement  :  al  a-brod  ))are  doune. 
'))at  3wite  brayn^  was  i-meind  :  with  ^e  rede  blod  pere,  ^  ms.  braym 

)}at  colur  was  wel  fair  to  seo  :  ))ei  ich^  reulich  were.       1  o/.hit     2124 
Al  round  it  om  a-boute  is  heued  :  ase  it  were  a  dyademe, 
And  al-round  ))are-a-bouten  it  lay  :  ^ware-of  men  token  grete  }eme. 
For  3  wane  men  peyntiez  an  Anletnesse^  :  30  ne  seoth  it  nou^t  bi-leued 
)}at  pete  nis  depeint  a  Eoundel  :  al-a-boute  pQ  heued :  ^  o/.haiewe  2128 
p&i  rondel  men  cleopiez  pe  diademe.  :  for  manie  i-seien  ]yat  cas,^ 
bi  pe  diademe  of  is  brayne  :  ^t  he  holi  was.         ^  a/.  «•  me  wj  )>tfr  a  fiur  cos 
)}o  pia  holi  man  i-martret  was  :  pia  knijtes  graden  ech-on, 
"  Jjis  traitour  is  to  dej>e  i-broujt  :  wende  we  henne  a-non.  2132 

Siwieth  us  je  kingus  men  alle  :  and  alle  ))at  with  him  booth  ! 
Of  p'lB  traytur  je  beoth  a-wreke  :  ase  30  nou]ye  i-seoth. 
he  povL^te  beo  herre  )>ane  pe  king  :  and  bi-nimen  him  is  croune 
And  bringe  to  noujt  al  engelond  :  ake  nou)>e  he  lijth  )>are  doune.** 
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Ase  ))e  giwes  bi  ore  louerd  seiden  :  po  heo  wolden  him  to  delpe  do, 

)}at  he  made  him  kiD[g]  and  non  nas  :  and  godes  sone  al-sa 

\)o  ])is  lujiere  kni^tes  weren  :  fram  ])is  holi  man  igon, 

Eobert  de  brok  him  bi-J^ou^ie  :  and  tumede  him  a-jen  a-non       2140 

And  ))oru3  ])e  scolle  smot  is  swerd  :  deope  with-Inne  is  heued, 

})o  ))e  scolle  al  amti  was  :  and  no  brayn  Inne  bi-lened. 

Ase  ])e  giwes  leten  smite  ore  louerd  :  to  fe  heom  gronnde 

After  pe  depe  with  a  spere  :  and  maden  ]>e  fifte  wounde.  2144 

U  pia  lu])ere  men  alle  in  one  stude  :  smiten  seint  thomas, 

In  pQ  scolle  ri^t  euene  a-brod  :  ))are  is  cronne  was. 

he  nas  non^t  pe  man  ])at  he  wolda  :  is  hened  cnes  with-drawe 

Ke  fondi  for-to  fleo  heore  strokes  :  ne  enes  a-weiward  wawe,       2148 

Ke  nou^t  enes  groni  ne  makien  cri  :  bote  mildeliche  and  softe 

Euere  he  heold  is  heued  forth  :  al-))ei  heo  smiten  him  ofte. — 

l)\8  lu])ere  kni^tes  wenden  a-non  :  to  is  tresorie, 

breken  is  doren  and  is  cofitres  :  and  duden  gret  robberie ;  2152 

heo  nomen  is  chpea  and  is  hors  :  and  is  tresor  al-so. 

Chartrcs  and  o)>ar  prine  writes  :  ]yat  in  is  coffres  wercn  i-do, 

heo  it  bi-token  sire  Handolf  de  brok  :  ))at  he  ]yare-with  wende 

to  pe  kinge  in-to  Noremandie  :  and  segge  ]>at  heo  him  sende        2156 

And  pat  he  dude  ))are-with  ^wat  he  wolde  :  and  3if  |>are  ani  were 

A3en  is  wille  ojiur  is  fraunchise  :  ]>at  he^  sone  to-tere.  >  M8.Uo 

A-mong  is  tresor  heo  founden  alnso  :  tweie  wel  stronge  heren  :     2159 

Wei  fiUiche  heo  casten  heom  a-wei  :  ase  pel  heo  nou3t  wurth  nere. 

Ake  naf^les  heo  bi-J^ou^ten  heom  ))o  :  and  weren  somdel  in  fere, 

And  seiden  bi-twene  heom  stilleliche  :  '^  guod  man  we  wenez  he  were^" 

Sire  wiUam  traci  tolde  seth]ye  :  of  p\a  guode  man  seint  thomas 

pe  bischope  of  Eccetre  in  is  schrifte  :  ade  he  of  him  i-achriue  was  :^ 

pat  ))o  pe  guode  man  was  a-slawe  :  and  heo  ovtward  were,         P  foi.  ssj 

So  sore  heom  a-gros  fat  heo  weren  :  nei3  witlese  for  fere;  2166 

For  heom  fou^te  euere  ase  heo  codcn  outward  :  ne  wenden  heo  no  so 

bliue, 
Jjat  pe  eorJ)e  openede  onder  heom  :  for-to  swolewen  hem  a-liue. — 
IT  ))o  fis  guod  man  i-martred  was  :  and  pe  kni^tes  weren  out  i-^n, 
In-to  al  pe  toun  of  Caunterburi  :  couth  it  was  anon.  2170 

)>at  folc  cride  deolfulliche  :  and  to  churche  heo  drowe 
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And  onoyreden  ^t  holi  "bodi  :  and  cnsten  it  ofbe  i-nowe.  2172 

pe  Mouekus  comen  sone  per-U)  :  and  p\s  holi  bodi  toke 
And  leiden  faire  In  one  bere  :  and  bi-fore  ))e  Autere  it  bi-woke. 
>  )}at  face  was  jwyjt  and  cler  i-non^  :  and  no  blod  nas  ]>ar-inne, 
bote  fram  fe  rijt  half  of  is  frount :  toward  ]>e  left  chinne  2176 

A  smal  rewe  ^re  was  of  blode  :  fat  ouer  is  nose  dron^ ; 
More  blod  yai  nas  in  al  is  hce  :  ase  folk  i-sai;  i-non;. 
\)e  wonndene  bledden  al  fe  nijt  :  and  men  henten  ]yare-of,  i-wis — 
And  In  fe  chnrche  of  Caunterburi  :  of  ))ulke  blode  jeot  is.  2180 

Ake  he  nas  neuere  of  ])e  worse  hewe  :  for  al  )>at  he  bledde  yere, 
'bote  in  guode  heowe  and  cler  inov  :  ri^t  ase  he  Hues  were, 
And  somdel  leyjinde  with  ]>e  mou|>e —  :  he  lai  ase  pei  he  slepe. 
Muche  folk  was  arboute  him  :  ^at  blod  for-to  kepe,  2184 

And  forto  gaderi  of  )>e  blode  :  )>at  insched  was  on  ^e  groonde, 
And  of  ^at  eor]ye  fat  was  bi-bled  :  and  glade  weren  jwan  heo  it 

fonnden — 
IT  For  ))at  nolde  heom  noman  weme —  :  ))icke  a-wei  men  it  drou} ; 
And  ho-80  mijte  enes  fai  bodi  cusse  :  he  was  gladi-non;.  2188 

A-morewe  ))e  Inhere  kni^tes  :  Armeden  heom  efb-sone 
And  with-oute  toon  nome  heore  red  :  jwat  heom  was  to  done ; 
heo  bi-radden  for-to  nime  ))at  holi  bodi  :  and  with  wilde  hors  to-drawe 
And  seth)>e  hangen  it  on  a  waritreo—  :  heo  seiden  ))at  it  was  lawe. 
For  he  nas  noujt  wuyrjye  to  beon  i-bured  :  In  churche  ne  In  chnrche- 

^erd. 
)}e  Monekus  ]you)ten  pia  8wi))e  wel  :  and  weren  fol  sore  a-ferd :   2194 
heo  bnreden  )>at  holi  bodi  :  hasteliche  ^ere-bi-side 
With  Inyte  solempnete  i-novj  :  for  heo  ne  dorsten  no  leng  a-bide : 
\)iB  holi  bodi  was  i-bnred  :  In  ^e  mnnstre  of  iheen  crist, 
bi-fore  seint  Anstines  weuede  :  and  seint  lohanes  pe  baptist       2198 
heo  ne  dorsten  nou^t  so  longue  :  for-to  ^t  bodi  i-wasche  were, 
Al  ongrei)»et  to  leggen  it  In  :  [heo]  hei^edcn  bliue  for  fere.  2200 

Ase  heo  strepten  of  is  elopes  :  al  arboue  heo  founde 
Clerkene  clo)>es  ase  him  to  bi-feol  :  and  o|>ere  hi  pe  gronnde : 
Monekene  Abite  with-Inne  :  ase  heo  fonnden  J^ere, 
bo)»e  Covele  and  stamin  :  he  fonnden  next  is  here.  2204 

So  )«t  he  was  Monek  with-Inne  :  and  seculer  with-onte — 
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Nuste  no  man  is  priueite  :  of  ]ya[t]  him  was  a-bonte. 
And  next  is  flesche  ))e  here  was  :  with  knottes  mani  on, 
))at  deope  in  is  flesche  seten  :  some  ri^t  to  ye  bon  ;  2208 

))ar-of  he  hadde  schurte  and  brech  :  luytel  aise  he  mijte  i-fele,    [foi.  u  b.j 
So  f&t  he  was  ))are-inne  i-bonnde  :  fram  )>e  scholdre  to  ^  hele ; 
With  luytel  aise  he  mi^te  sitte  :  and  ful  on-aisi-liche  ride, 
And  on-aisiliche  ligge  also  :  opon  e)>ur  side,      tu*  t.  on  tht  margin.    2212 
Ful  of  wormes  was  is  flesch  :  to  al  opni  wo. 
In  none  creature,  ich  onderstonde  :  neuere  ne  weren  i-seie  mo ; 
For  in  euereche  stude  of  is  flesche  :  so  )>icke  heo  weren  i-sete, 
p&t  fe  grete  ne  mitten  for  fe  smale  :  comen  to  heore  mete ;         2210 
Faste  heo  schonen  and  cropen  al-so  :  ase  ametene^  al  a-boute,    ^  SSHwr, 
Ake  ))e  smale  cleoueden  faste  to  :  pe  grete  bi-lefden  with-oute. 
f  he  deide  endleue  honndret  ^er  :  and  seuenti  and  on 
"After  fai  ore  swete  louerd  :  of  is  moder  nam  flesch  and  bon.       2220 
Of  pTQo  and  fifti  jeres  elde  :  him-sulf  he  was  fo— 
Mani  a  fair  dai  he  hadde  i-leoued  :  in  care  and  in  wo.-* 
pe  king  was  in  normandie  :  and  her-of  nuste  nou^t : 
he  made  deol  and  sorewe  i-nou)  :  )k>  pe  Upinge  him  was  i-brou}t 
In  ye  Castel  of  Argenteyn  :  he  soiomede  po ; 

With-oute  ))e  3ates  ne  cam  he  nou^t  :  fonrti  daises  ne  mo,  2226 

Ake  euere  he  he  aid  him  in  priuete  :  In  wepinge  and  o])ur  wo ; 
For  none  neode  ])at  Man  mi^te  habbe  :  with-oute  he  nolde  go;    2228 
Ne  rou^te  lie  no-))ing  of  ))e  world  :  wel  luy te  he  eat  al-so ; 
pe  sorewe  and  pe  deol  ))at  he  made  :  ne  mi^te  neuere  beo  i-do. 
he  sende  a-non  to  Caunterburi  :  for  ]yis  deolful  dede 
And  bad  ))e  Monekus  pitousliche  :  )>at  heo  for  him  bede ;  2232 

And  sende  heom  ))at  it  nas  :  nO'))ing  bi  is  rede, 
Ake  ))at  ))e  kni^tes  wenden  forth  :  and  no-))ing  him  fore  ne  seide, 
And  ))at  he  sende  after  heom  :  for-to  comen  a-^e, 
U  And  are  f  e  messeger  were  to  heom  i-come  :  huy  weren  f er  in  )>e  so. 
to  |>e  pope  al-so  god  :  |>e  king  sende  sone 

And  bad  is  conseil  pitousliche  :  ^wat  him  were  to  done,  2238 

he  bad  him  for  fe  loue  of  god  :  In  swyche  anguise  him  rede, 
))at  he  were  i-schriue  and  a-soilled  :  of  so  lu|>er  a  dede.  2240 

)}e  pope  hadde  ful  gret  pite  :  ))at  he  swuch  word  him  sende, 
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U  And  gret  loye  for  he  hadde  wille  :  is  lif  for-to  amende. 

twei  cardinales  he  sende  him  :  wise  men  bo])e  to, 

to  schriuen  him  of  )>alke  sunne  :  and  a-soilli  him  al-so,  2244 

And  pQ  bischopus  for-to  Srsoilli  al-so  :  )>at  weren  in  mansinge. 

Welle,  ]>at  ^  Cardinales  :  welcome  weren  pe  kinge  1 

\)e  king  bad  heom  deolfolliche  :  to  schriuen  him  of  pe  dede, 

And  bi-het  heom  studefastliche  :-to  stonden  al-to  heore  rede.       2248 

he  swor  on  fe  haHdom  :  ))at  )K)ru^  him  nas  it  nou^t, 

Ne  bi  is  wille,  ne  bi  his  heste  :  ))at  he  was  to  depe  i-bron^t ; 

And  ^et  he  seide  ^t  for  is  fader  de)>e  :  so  sori  man  he  nas, 

Ke  for  is  moderes  no-))e-mo  :  Ase  he  for  is  depe  was ;  2252 

And  he  seide  he  wolde  with  guode  heorte  :  alle  pe  penaunces  a-fonge 

))at  heo  wolden  on  him  legge  :  ne  weren  heo  no  so  stronge  : 

For  he  was  enchaison  of  is  de^e  :  and  of  is  anuy  al-so :  cfoi.M] 

)}e  knijtes,  for-to  paien  him  :  brou^ten  him  ]yer-ta  2256 

IT  \)o  fe  Cardinales  i-seijen  pis  :  ^t  he  to  repentaunce  drou^. 

heo  a-soileden  him  and  setten  on  him  :  stronge  penaunce  i-noiij, 

In  prinete  ase  ri)t  was  :  fat  no  man  ))arK)f  nuste, 

And  ]>is  al-so  )>at  ichnlle  noy)>e  telle  :  pat  alle  Men  of  wosten.     2260 

his  priue  penaunces  some  weren  :  fastinge  for-to  make, 

And  In  fale  tymes  linne  doth  and  sehurte  of  selk  :  for  is  sunnes 

f  or-Sake.  rr,  nsi-t  om.  in  the  oth«r  MSS. 

In-to  ^e  holie  londe  he  scholde  iinde  :  to  hundret  kny^tes,  to  fijte 
Al  ane  ^er  with  pe  templers  :  for  holi  churche  ri^te ;  2264 

IT  And  )>at  he  scholde  fe  status  of  Clarindone  :  al  clanliche  with- 

drawe, 
poTVL  ^wuche  statuz  ]>is  holi  man  :  i-broujt  was  of  Hjf-dawe ; 
And  |>at  he  clanliche  jolde  arjein  :  al  ])at  bi-nome  was 
pe  biBchopriche  of  Caunterburi  :  for  wrathe  of  seint  thomas;       2268 
And  ])at  he  scholde  is  vuele  wille  :  also  clanliche  for-^iue 
Alle  ]>at  he  hadde  out  of  londe  :  for  wrathe  of  him  i-driue. 
pe  king  grauntede  al  heore  wille  :  weopinde  swi])e  sore. 
And  seide  )>at  it  was  to  luyte  :  and  bad  on  him  legge  more,         2272 
And  jeot,  ''  al  to  ouwer  wille  here  :  mi  bodi  ich  bi-take, 
3iueth  me  penaunces  i-nowe  :  I-nelle  neuer  on  forsake." 
he  wende  out  at])e  Churche  dore  :  a-soiled  forto  beo. 
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And  seide  ]>at  he  nas  noujt  wurihe  :  ]>at  men  scholde  him  with-inne 
i-seo ;  2276 

And  with-oute  chuiche  pitousliche  :  he  sat  a-doon  a-kne. 
Ake  fe  Cardinales  nolden  noujt :  is  hodi  al  on-wreo, 
And  somdel  a-boue  is  clopea  :  heo  arsoileden  him  ri)t  yete ; 
For  deol  heo  weopen  pitousliche  :  and  manie  ^at  ^are  were.        2280 
his  soue  al-so  made  one  bi-heste  :  witii  wel  dreorio  chere : 
pe  faderes  penaunce  to  folfulle  :  jif  he  of  power  nere  2282 

0]nir  ^if  he  felle  in-to  feble  stat  :  pat  he  ne  mi^te  it  noujt  fol-ende, 
Opon  him-self  )>e  charge  he  nam  :  and  dude  ase  guod  and  hende. 
pUB  was  pe  holi  man  :  i-brou)t  to  martyrdom ; 
Mani  was  pe  fail  miracle  :  pst  for  him  sone  com.^ —       wrtSSn  taTone  Un». 
Jenvniem.  H  For  In  lerosalemes  londe  men  wusten  :  of  is  martyrdom 

With-Inne  pe  furste  fonrtene-Ki^t  :  ^t  he  pe  det  nam.  2288 

For  a  Mouek  in  ]mlke  londe  :  In  is  dej)e  vnele  lai, 

And  is  Abbod  cam  to  him  :  bi-fore  is  ende-dai^ 

And  conlurede  him^  ]>at  he  scholde  :  after  is  de)>e  )>ere    *  ms.  him  |wt  him 

to  him  comen  and  tellen  him  fore  :  in  jwuch  stat  he  were.  2292 

So  |>at  ^is  Monek  deide  sone  :  ase  ore  lonerd  ^af  J^at  cas. 

to  is  Abbod  8eth))e  he  cam  :  ase  he  I-conionred  was, 

And  seide  |>at  he  i-saued  was  :  In  pe  loie  of  heueue  an  heij  ; 

he  tolde  him  muche  of  pe  loye  :  ))at  he  ))are  i-seij.  2296 

he  tolde  him  |>at  ))ulke  tyme  :  pat  he  to  heuene  cam 

pe  Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi  :  ]yolede  martyrdom, 

And  )>at  is  soule  )>ulke  tyme  :  to  henene  weude  a-non ; 

"  Fair  was  ))at  processioun  :  pat  a-3en  him  cam  gon  2300 

Of  Aungles  and  of  pa^riarks  :  and  of  apostles  al-so, 

Of  Martirs  and  of  confessours  :  and  of  virgines  ))cr-to. 

heo  nome  alle  ]>eos  holi  soule  :  And  bi-fore  ore  louerd  sone      [foi.86b0 

brou3ten  hire  with  loye  and  blisse  :  ase  he  sat  in  is  throne.         2304 

his  croune  was  al  of  i-smite  :  and  blodi  was  is  heued, 

And  is  brayn  was  al  i-scbed  :  pare  nas  nou3t  bi-leued. 

H  '  Thomas,  thomas/  quath  ore  louerd  :  *  pMS  it  fallez  to  ^e 

To  pine  louerdus  court  to  come  :  In  swuche  manere  to  mel         2308 

For  ]>i  seruise  ich  pe  jyue  :  ase  muchel  loie  and  blis 

Ase  ich  ^af  seint  peter  :  ]>at  min  Apostel  is.' 
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he  sette  ane  CFoune  op-on  is  heued  :  of  golde  clcr  and  guod, 

Swy))e  Trel  bi-cam  ])at  bri^te  gold  :  op-oa  pQ  rede  blod.  2312 

More  loie  ne  1111310  non  beo  :  ^ane  In  heuene  for  him  was, 

For  |>e  Erchebischope  of  cannterburi  :  is  name  was  seint  thomaa 

pe  Ty wesdai  after  Cristemasse  :  ])e  furste  ]yat  )>ere  cam, 

)}is  holi  man  in  Engelonde  :  ]yolede  martyrdom ;        .  2316 

And  3wan  ^ov  i-heorst  of  is  de))e  telle  :  of  Men  of  Engelonde, 

)}oy  i-leue  me  of  ))is  tale  :  and  pe  so]>e  onder-stonde." 

))e  Abbod  sone  a-morewe  :  ne  fur-^at  noii3t  seint  thomas^ 

Ake  ))e  patria[r]cke  of  Jerusalem  :  he  tolde  al  hov  it  was.  2320 

So  ))at  for^re  in  ))e  jere  :  it  was  wel  onder^tonde, 

f)o  pilegrimes  ))adere  comen  :  out  of  Engelonde, 

In  3wat  manere  he  was  a-slawe  :  and  jwach  tyme  he  was  ded : 

\)e  pilegnmes  tolden  al  ^e  Bofe  :  ase  ^e  Monek  hadde  er  i-seid.    2324 

)}us  was  i-kud  In  lemsalem  :  ^e  deth  of  seint  thomas 

With-Inne  ])e  furste  fourtene  nyjt  :  )>at  he  i-martred  was. — 

H  be  fifte  aer,  ich  onder^tonde  :  after  is  martyr-dom  onem 

ngmii. 

bi-twene  kyng  henri  and  is  sone  :  gret  contek  ]>are  bi-com.  2328 

\)e  sone  bi-<»im  prout  a-non  :  for  is  kynedom, 

And  of  is  fader  tolde  luyte  :  and  werre  ope  him  nam. 

f)e  meste  del  was  with  is  sone  :  of  al  Engelonde, 

And  ))e  kyng  of  Fraunce  al-so  :  and  ))e  king  of  scotlonde.  2332 

So  ]>at  ))is  seli  oldeman  :  In  sorewe  was  I-nov^. 

Al  he  it  wuste  pe  lu)»ere  dede  :  )>at  man  seint  thomas  a-s1ou3. 

he  wende  him  out  of  Normundie  :  to-ward  Engelonde, 

Are  he  come  to  Caunterbiri :  he  nolde  noujwere  at-stonde  ;         2336 

And  ))o  he  cam  fer  w[i]th-oute  ))e  toun  :  he  gan  to  lijte  a-doun, 

Al  a-fote  and  bare-fot :  he  wende  into  ye  toun. 

In  is  Curtel  one  and  on-gurd  :  ase  al  ]>at  folk  i-sai^, 

Bi^t  so  he  wende  to  pe  stude  :  fere  seint  thomas  laL  2340 

At  is  toumbe  he  feol  a-doun  a-kneo  :  wepinde  wel  sore, 

he  heold  op  is  hondene  deolfolliche  :  and  cride  him  milce  and  ore. 

^  Wepinde  in  is  oresones  :  al  fastinde  he  lai 

At  ^is  holi  mannes  toumbe  :  a  nyjt  and  al  a  ,dai ;  2344 

Of  euerech  Monek  of  fe  hous  :  he  tok  is  discipline 

With  a  smart  jcorde,  and  ^eot  him  ]K)U3te  :  peie  was  to  luyte  pine. 
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he  bad  heoxn  alle  deolfuUiche  :  bidden  for  him  one, 
And  8wor  he  wolde  legge  a-doun  :  pe  lu])ere  lawene  ech-one.       [fbi.8n 
IT  So  ^at  he  let  singe  ane  masse  :  are  he  pannes  wende, 
In  ])e  honour  of  seint  thomas  :  ^t  he  ia  grace  him  sende.  2350 

pe  jwyle  men  pe  masse  songe  :  ase  ore  lonerd  jaf  ^at  cas, 
f)Q  kyng  of  ScQilond  was  i-nome  :  ^at  mest  is  fo  was ;  2352 

And  manie  o^ere  also  with  him  :  ^t  weren  is  8tron[ge]  fon ; 
So  ))at  heo  ^at  weren  yn-nome  :  to  him  nadden  power  non. 
his  folk  dude  pe  bataille  :  fe  jwyle  pe  masse  i-lasie^ ;  ^  ms.  ttMto 

))ar^to  heo  hadden  luyte  help  :  and  weren  wel  sore  agaste,  2356 

Ake  ore  louerd  for  seint  thomas  loue  :  his  grace  wel  sone  him  caste, 
So  pat  heore  fon  weren  some^  i-nome  :  and  some  flouwen  wel  faste. 
So  ])at  ]yis  seli  olde  king  :  ^t  al  bi-ne^  er  was,  ^  mb.  ten* 

Al  a-boue  was  sone  i-brou^t  :  ^oru^  bone  of  seint  thomas ;  2360 

And  is  sone  was  al  bi>ne]>e  :  and  so  he  bi-^at  wel  luyte 
For-to  weorri  s^ein  is  fader  :  for  is  son  pruyte. 
hi  him  men  mowen  nime  ensaumple  :  to  beon  to  hastiue  : 
to  jiuen  heore  sones  op  heore  lond  :  pe  )wyle  heo  hem-sulue  beoth 
a-liue.  2364 

})Q  kingus  sone  ^re-af ter-ward  :  prouede  vuele  i-nov), 
And  wel  longe  bi-fore  pe  fadere  :  toward  |>e  de^  he  drou) 
And  fur-pinede  in  pe  menisone  :  pat  is  lif  him  ))0U3te  long ; 
he  deide  8eth))o  deol-folliche  :  in  gret  pine  and  strong.  2368 

his  bro])er  also,  sire  GeSrei  :  ]yat  Erl  of  brutayne  was, 
Deide  al-so  in  pe  menison  :  In  ]mlke  sulue  cas.  2370 

So  ))at  after  is  fader  de])e  :  ))are  ne  lefde  eir  non 
bote  heore  ^ongue  bro)>er  king  Eichard  :  and  seth]ye  pa  king  lohan — 
Ake  sire  GefiPreies  child  :  with  rijte  lawe  of  londe 
J)e  heritage  scbolde  habbe  i-bore  :  ase  ich  me  onder-Btonde. — 
Hon  Miiitam.  f\  ]}eos  lu)>ere  kni^tes  alle  foure  :  ]yat  slowen  seint  thomas 

Deiden  in  stronge  de))e  i-nou^  :  ase  wel  ri3b  it^  was.       ^  MS.UU    2376 

heo  weren  echone  repentaunt  :  ne  mitten  none  men  more, 

euere  heo  cridcn  on  seint  thomas  :  to  ^iuen  heom  milce  and  ore. 

Sone  after-ward  Jiat  he  was  a-slawe  :  al  heore  guod  buy  lete 

And  wenden  to  pe  holi  lond  :  heore  sunnes  for-to  bete.  2380 

Ake  sire  Willame  traci  ne  wende  nou^t  :  forth  with  pa  oJ)ere  freo^ 


SIR  WILLIAM  tract's  HORBIBLB  DSATH  AND  RSPBNTANGB.     175 

bekst's  bonks  arb  put  in  a  SHBINB. 

he  hopede  here  In  Engelonde  :  Inou)  repentaunt  to  beo. 
Jjare-after-ward  he  bi-cam  :  in  grete  meseise  and  strong :  25^.JJ^tti?M? 
his  flesch  bi-gan  to  breken  out :  and  rotede  an  fovle  stonk, 
So  longue  ]>at  he  stonk  so  foole  :  ]yat  deul  it  was  to  se, 
]:)at  onne))e  ani  man  mijte  :  for  stunche  nei)  him  beo.  2386 

his  flesch  rotede  on  him  al-so  :  and  al  dai  f ul  awei, 
)}at  is  bones  weren  al  bare —  :  )k>  ne  likede  him  no  plei  I  2388 

Wit  is  hondene  he  to-drou}  al-so  :  his  flesch  at])e  laste, 
pece  and  o))ur  al  a-brod  :  a-wei  fram  him  he  caste ; 
hondene  and  Armes  he  to^lrov)  :  mest  of  ech-on, 
f>at  peiQ  nas  no  flesch  bi-leued  :  bote  senue  and  bare  bon.  2392 

Manie  men  it  )>ou)ten  wel  :  ^at  hi  Is  wille  it  were,  [foL  s?  b.] 

Al  for-to  biete^  is  sunnes  here  :  ^t  is  soide  in  helle  nere.        ^  ms.  bite 
Wrechchedore  gost  ne  mi^te  non  beo  :  )>ane  ^is  pnsnn  was ; 
And  euere  he  cride  deolfulliche  :  "  merci,  seint  thomas."  2396 

At)>e  laste  he  let  is  lijf  :  In  wel  stronge  pine. 
And  ^if  ore  louerdes  wille  was  :  he  cam  to  guode  fine. 
piB  kni^tes  aftur  heore  lu]>ere  dedene^  :  deiden  sone  ech-on,      >  a/.dede 
So  ]yat  with-Inne  fe  ))ridde  jere  :  a-liue  ne  lefde  ^er  non.  2400 

For  ))e  sauter  seith  ])at  swuche  men  :  ))at  of  tricherie  beoth, 
Ne  schollen  noujt  halue  heore  dawes  libbe  :  ase  ^e  alda[i]  i-seoth ; 
pel  heo  boon  swy))e  repentaunt  :  ase  ))is  knijtes  weren,  ich  wene, 
5uyt  ne  libbeth  heo  nou^t  half  heore  lif  :  ant  ))at  was  bi  heom  i-sene. — 
H  Seint  thomas  ^is  holi  man  :  onder  eoT]>e  he  lay. 
Are  ))at  he  I-schrined  were  :  wel  mani  a  long  day ;  2406 

he  lai  ^re  pine^  and  fourti  jer  :  and  half  a  ^er  ))er-to  ^  o/.iniM 

And  a-boute  ane  Eijte  dawes  :  are  he  were  of  eor))e  i-do.  2408 

god  wolde  a-bide  ane  guode  tyme  :  to  don  so  noble  ^ing: 
pat  ))are  weren  bo]>e  guode  :  Erchebischop  and  king. 
For  ^e  king  lohan  ^at  longue  was  :  euere  of  lu])ere  rede, 
luyte  ^ou^te  bi  is  dale  :  to  don  so  guode  dede.  2412 

IT  Ake  ^e  king  henri,  is  ^onge  sone  :  nolde  nou^t  longe  ft-fine. 
After  ]>at  he  was  king  i-mad  :  are  seint  thomas  were  in  schrina 
'he  nas  noujt  ))rottene  jeres  old  :  ]>o  he  dude  {da  noble  )>ing, 
And  it  was  in  fe  feor])e  jere  :  )>at  he  was  i-mad  ^ong  king.  2416 

pe  guode  Erchebischop  steuene  :  raddc  ikste  yer-io : 
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So  ]>at  bi  hore  bo)>e  redes  :  pis  dede  was  i-do.  2418 

f)e  pope  honorie,  ^at  was  ))0  :  hidere  ho  gan  sende 

Ane  legat  fram  Eome,  ))at  het  pandulf  :  to  brings  fis  dede  to  ende. 

pe  pope  jaf  alle  pardon  :  ))at  ))udere  wolden  gon, 

))at  men  nusten  in  Engelonde  :  suuych  pardon  non. 

paie-foie,  for-to  honouri  ))is  holi  man  i  )»ere  cam  folk  i-nov) ; 

Of  bischopes  and  of  Abbodes  :  mani  on  ))udere  drou),  2424 

Of  priores  and  of  persones  :  and  manie  o))ur  clerkes  al-so ; 

Of  Eorles  and  of  barones  :  and  manie  kni3tes  heom  to ; 

Of  seriaunz  and  of  squiers  :  and  o]>ere  house-bondes  i-nowe ; 

And  pe  simple  men  of  ^e  londe  :  so  ))icke  )>udere  drowe  2428 

pai  al  |>e  contreie  ))are-a-boate  :  pQ  tounes  wide  and  longe^     >  iis.ioiuto 

ynne))e  mi3ten  al  ]>at  folk  :  psi  ))udere  cam  a-fonge. 

U  So  ^at  ))is  hei3e  men  :  )»at  scholden  p'la  dede  do 

Weren  in  care  hov  heo  mitten  :  for  prece  comen  )»er-to ;  2432 

So  )>at  ErchebiBchop  stenene  :  of  ^wam  ich  er  ov  seide, 

And  ^e  bischop  Eichard  of  Salesburi  :  pai-of  heom  nomen  to  rede, 

And  prior  water  of  pe  house  :  and  ]>e  couent  al-so, 

Wenden  heom  in  priuete  :  fia  dede  for-to  do.  2436 

bi  ni^te,  po  men  weren  a-slepe  :  and  luyte  ))ar-on  ))0U3te, 

heo  nomes^  op  pe  holi  bones  :  and  in  one  cheste  bron^te,  [roi.88] 

And  setten  heom  in  a  priue  stude  :  for-to  pe  time  was  i-come  >  r.  nomen 

]yat^  was  i-crid  into  al  ))at  lond  :  ))at  heo  scholden  beo  up  i-nome.  2440 

It  was  in  pe  mon))e  of  Julie  :  euene  )>ene  seuenthe  dai,  >  Ms.  hit 

bi  a  tiwesdai  it  was  ))o  :  ase  al  ^at  folk  i-sai^. 

)>o  pe  dai  was  i-come  :  to  pQ  munstre  heo  wenden  a-non, 

Kyng  henri  ))at  ^onge  child  :  an  pe  hei^e  men  ech-on ;  2444 

A-boute  onderne  of  pe  daie  :  to  pia  holi  bones  heo  come. 

PAndulf  wende  furst  fer-to  :  J>at  legat  was  of  rome, 

And  pe  Erchebischop  of  Caunterburi  :  and  pe  Erchebischop  of  reins 

al-so, 
p&t  for  )>ulke  ))inge  cam  :  fram  bi-jeonde  se  ]yer-to,  2448 

And  sire  hubert  de  boruj  :  ))at  ))0  was  hei^  lustise. 
)}eos  foure  grete  louerdes  :  )>at  noble  men  weren  and  wise. 
On  heore  scholdres  buy  nomen  up  :  pis  holi  bodi  a-non  ; 
f  Bischopus  and  Abbodes  al-so  :  it  beren  f  ul  mani  on.  2452 
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to  pe  hei3e  weoede  of  ))e  tnnite  :  ))e  holie  bones  heo  bore, 

And  leiden  ]>e  Cheste  al  )>are-with  :  In  a  noble  schrine  ]>ere. 

})iB  king  henri  was  so  jong  :  ))at  he  ne  dorste  nou3t 

With  ]>e  ofete  bere  ))at  holi  bodi  :  laste  men  him  horten  ou^t     2456 

It  was  bi  a  tiwesdai  :  ]yat  heo  ))e  bones  op  nome ; 

Alle  is  ehaunces  ))at  he  hadde  :  bi  tiwesdawes  him  come. 

In  a  tiwesdai  he  was  i-bore  :  and  of  is  moder  wombe  he  cam ; 

And  also  ase  men  bringuth  ane  peoi  :  for-to  a-fonge  is  dom,         2460 

bi-fore  |>e  kynge  at  Nprehaumptone  :  op-on  a  tiwes-dai3 

Wit  gret  schame  ho  was  i-brou^t  :  ase  al  ))at  folk  i-saij — 

Fdloker  ))ane  ani  ))ef  :  folk  him  ))are  schende ; 

bi  tiwesday  he  was  i-flemd  al-so  :  and  out  of  londe  he  wende ;     2464 

And  bi  a  tlwe^dai^  at  pounteneie  :  ore  lonerd  to  him  com 

And  seide  to  him  )>at  swete  word  :  of  is  martyrdom — 

IT  "  Thomas,"  seide  ore  swete  louerd  :  "  3eot  schal  of  fine  blode 

Al  mi  churche  honoured  beo — '' :  pis  wordes  weren  wel  guode ;   2468 

bi  a  tiwesdai  also  gud  :  to  engeloude  he  cam, 

After  fat  he  was  i-flemd  :  to  a-fouge  is  martirdom ; 

bi  a  tiwesdai  at  Caunterburi  :  to  defe  he  was  i-do ; 

And  sethfe  bi  a  tiwes-dai  :  Ischrined  he  was  al-so.  2472 

)}eos  seuen  Auntres  bi  tiwesday  :  him  comen  atfe  leste  : 

)}are-fore  we  i-seoth  manie  men  :  makien  one  bi-heste 

to  bi-leue  flesch  fene  tiwesdai  :  ofur  to  o  mel  faste, 

For-to  heo  comen  to  Caunterburi  :  of ur  fe  3wyle  heore  lif  i-lastez. 

Nov  lesu  crist  for  fulke  loue  :  fat  seint  thomas  on  f ou3te, 

Jyue  us  part  of  fulke  loie  :  fat  he  so  deore  a-bou3te.  2478 


28    [Prologue]  Fabian 

AL  f  is  bok  is  i-maked  of  holi  dawes  :  and  of  holie  mannes  Hues 
)^t  sofifreden  for  ore  louerdes  loue  :  pinene  manie  and  riue, 
))at  ne  spareden  for  none  ei3e  :  godes  weorkes  to  wurche  ;> 
Of  3was  Hues  3wane  heore  feste  fallez  :  men  redez  in  holi  churche.     4 
pel  ich  of  alle  ne  mouwe  noujt  telle  :  ichulle  telle  of  some,      [foi.  as  b.] 
Ase  euerech  feste  after  ofur  :  In  fe  3ere  doth  come. — 
))e  furste  feste  fat  in  f e  3cre  comez  :  we  cleopiez  3eres-(Tai; 
Ase  ore  louerd  was  circumciset  :  In  f o  giwene  lay,  8 

LEGENDS   OF   SAINTS.  N 
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ST.  SEBASTIAN  IS  SUSPECTED  OF  ENCOURAOINO  THE  CHRISTIANSL 

For  to  fulfullen  heore  lawe  :  and  for  cristinedom  non  nas 

Are  longe  ))are-afturward  :  ^at  he  I-cristned  was. 

IT  He  was  Nyne  and  twenti  jer  :  and  ]>reitene  dawes  old 

Are  he  i-baptized  were  :  ase  ))e  bok  us  hath  i-told  :  12 

Al-so  it  fel  a  twelfte-dai  :  seiut  lohan  ])e  baptist 

Baptizede  in  pe  flnm  lordan  :  ore  louerd  Ihe^  crLst. 

In  ))at  dai  a  twelf-nion))e  :  ore  louerd  was  at  one  feste, 

)}are  he  tumde  water  to  win  :  ^oruj  is  moder  heste.  16 

We  holdez  al-so  )>at  dai  feste  :  of  ))o  ]yridde  ^ge  : 

Ase  ))e  ))re  kingues  to  ore  louerd  :  presannt  dude  bringe ; 

to  him  heo  comen  ase  is  moder  :  a-child-bedde  lay, 

After  ])at  he  i-bore  was  :  ])ane  ]yrette)»e  day,  20 

Ase  it  fallez  a-twelfte-dai —  :  longe  heo  erore  him  sou^ten, 

gold.  and.  mirre.  and  An-sens  :  In  presannt  heo  him  broi:^ten. — 

Seint  Fabian  ]>rettene  ^er  :  pope  was^  In  rome ;  >  ms.  was  wm 

he  tumede  mani  men  ]>at  lu))ere  weren  :  in-to  cristino^lome.  24 

Decius,  ))at  prince  was  :  of  he])eue86e  ))o, 

he  let  him  martri  ^ere-fore  :  and  o^ere  with  him  mo. 

i-y   Vita  BancA  SebastianL 

Telle  ichulle  of  ]>e  holi  man  :  scint  Sebastian, 
he  scruede  ane  he))e  amperour  :  )»at  het  dyoclician ; 
hext  maister  he  was  ondcr  him  :  to  don  al  is  wille. 
Cristine  ^lan  he  was  bi-come  :  bote  ))ar-of  he  heold  him  stille,  4 

for  no  doute  of  Martyrdom  :  ake  for  pht  he  wolde  longe 
Serui  god  almijti,  are  he  wolde  :  deth  onder-fonge, 
Alle  pe  men  pat  cristine  weren  :  ])at  pe  Aumperor  oujwer  founde 
Sone  he  let  to  de))e  bringe  :  with  fuyre  o))ur  mid  wounde.  8 

Jwane  ani  man  for  cristindum  :  to  de)re  scholde  beon  brou3t, 
Seint  Sebastian  heom  confortede  :  pat  heo  ne  dradden  heom  nonjt 
Beth  a-fonge  for  godes  loues  :  Ake  ^at  heo  studefaste  were ; 
Mani  he  heold  in  ^e  ri^te  bi-leue  :  ))at  flechchi  wolden  for  fere.       12 
U  Marcus  and  Marcellian  :  bre))ren  weren  tweie, 
}}e  Aumpcrour  for  cristinedom  :  I-nome  hadde  heom  beije  : 
he  let  heom  binde  to-gadere  faste  :  bofe  to  o  piler, 
Aud  to  ])e  EoTpe  naylli  heore  fet  :  ))at  heo  ne  mitten  fer  ne  ner.      16 
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So  heo  stoden  al  ane  day  and  a  nijt :  ]yat  non  lie  mijten  fram  o)»er ; 
Eifur  of  heoxn  ofte  to  o|>ere  seide  :  "  here  is  ioye,  leue  brofer !  " — 
guod  it  is  and  murie  :  bre)>ren  to  wonie  i-fere  ! 
Euere  heo  precheden  cristindom  :  mid  wel  glade  chere.  20 

pe  Amnpe^'or  let  nimen  ane  spere  :  ase  heo  stoden  to-gadere  i-bounde, 
potu)  heore  heortene  he  let  heom  smite  :  y&i  heo  deiden  in  a  luyte 

stounde. 
Sebastian  was  ^  i-wreid  :  ])at  he  heom  )af  ])ane  led 
to  holden  op  faste  heore  cristindom  :  )>ei  heo  scholden  beo  ded.^     24 
pe  Aumperor  let  him  cleopie  : ''  Sebastian,"  he  sede,  C*  roi.8oj 

"  to  )>e  al  mi  truste  was  :  mi  lond  to  wissi  and  rede. 
Of  alle  ))ing  ]>at  min  is' :  Ich  ^af  ))e  mest  power, 
to  holden  op  min  hcmour  :  and  to  saui  it  fer  and  ner :  28 

Ich  habbe  to  pe  snspecion  :  Ake  for^o^  i-ne  segge  it  nonjt, 
)}at  ]yoy  a-)en  me  and  a-jen  min  honour  :  Itomed  hast  ]>i  ]'on5[t]/' 
Sebastian  seide,  '*  sire  Aumperonr  :  A^n  ^e  neuere  I  nas, 
Ake  mid  ye  and  al  ])ine  ^nge  :  to  Jiin  honour  ich  was,  32 

And  ofte  ich  habbe  ni^t  and  dai^  :  godes  sons  bi-sou^t, 
Al-so  wisliche  ase  he  with  is  heorte  blode  :  deore  us  hauez  i-bou^t, 
)}at  he  ye  jyue  power  gret  :  and  wille  and  eke  ^oujt 
to  leten  yine  false  godes —  :  for  heo  ne  helpeth  ye  now^V  36 

H  Wod-wroth  was  Jis  Anmperor.  :  "  Sebastian,"  he  seide, 
''habbe  ich  yvm  i-holde  ])e)  :  turne  yi  you^t,  ich  rede  I 
bote  ^OT  honouri  ore  godus  :  to  swuche  pine  i  schal  ye  take 
)}at,  are  ^v  beo  to  de^  i-brou)t  :  ech  lime  ye  schal  ake."  40 

*'  Sire,"  seide  Sebastian  :  "  ^ine  ^retningue  ne  drede  i  nou^t, 
More  me  grenez  ^t  yon  nelt :  habbe  reu^  in  yi  yow^t 
And  honouri  him  y&t  made  ye  man  :  ant  yine  maumates  bi-leue, 
pat  ne  mouwe  helpe  noujt :  for  heo  beoth  doumbe  and  deue."        44 
pe  Aumperour  in  grete  wrath^  was  :  yesne  holi  man  be  let  take, 
And  dude  him  leden  into  ye  feld  :  and  binde  him  to  a  stake, 
he  let  archers  to  him  scheote  :  ase  it  were  to  one  marke ; 
With  quareles  and  with  Arewene  :  heo  maden  him  woundes  starke. 
Mani  on  wende  J^oruj-out  him  :  in  a  luytel  ^wyle 
heo  stikeden  al-so  ^cke  on  him  :  so  yrichon  deth  of  piles.  50 

po  heom  yon^ie  ]»at  he  was  ded  :  hom  heo  gonne  i-wende ; 
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On-bured  heo  bi-lefden  bim  ])aTe  :  bis  bodi  for-to  scbenden.  52 

A  xsristine  womman,  ))at  bei^te  Yreine  :  wende  ))adere  bi  ni3te 
Forte  burien  ))at  boli  bodi  :  3if  beo  it  finde  mi^te. 
beo  cam  and  fond  bim  bol  and  sound  :  be  nadde  nou^t  one  wounde ; 
Witb  gret  loye  beo  ladde  bim  to  bire  bous  :  and  glad  was  pat  beo 
bim  founde.  56 

H  pene  feor)>e  dai  Sebastian  :  wende  to  ]>e  Anmp^rour. 
''  Sire/'  be  seide,  ^  icbulle  ))e  telle  :  ]>at  fallez  to  ))in  honour : 
5e  mis-bi-leuez,  and  men  dotb  eov  :  a-mis  to  onderstonde 
pAt  cristine  men  scbolden  barm  do  :  to  pe  and  to  al  ]yine  londe.       60 
For  i-sosteyned  and  i-saued  :  it  is  J^oru^  beore  bone 
More  ])ane  povu^  ouwer  Maumates  :  pat  ne  beotli  nou^t  wurb))  a  spone. 
For  we  biddez  ny3t  and  day  :  god,  fat  me  bidere  sende, 
Jjat  be  eov  ^iue  long  lijf  :  ^if  ^e  eov  wollez  a-mende."  64 

"  bou  is  fis]"  quatb  fe  Aump^our  :  "  ^wefur  fov  a-liue  beol 
Nart])ou  nou3t  Sebastian  :  ))at  idi  a-felde  let  sle  1 " 
**  Je,"  be  seide,  f  is  boli  man  :  "  a-liue  icb  am  novLpo  ber, 
bol  and  sound,  witb-onte  wounde  :  to  scbewen  pe  godus  ponwer,     68 
And  to  scbewen  ])at  je  onri3t  dotb  :  cristine  Men  to  sle,  [foi.  w  b.] 

For  beore  bi-leue  is  ri^tful  and  guod  :  and  ouwerc  nis  wuyrtb  a  stre. 
pQie-fove  on  ))ine  soule  )>encb !  :  ue  bi-lef  ))ou  nou3t  on  a  stone, 
Ake  on  bim  fat  us  deore  a-bou3te  :  fat  is  godes  sone  al  one/'  72 

U  "  Ov3,"  seide  fe  Aumperovr  fo  :  "3 ware  is  ovre  mi3te1 
Scbal  fis  feof  ))oru3  is  wicbcliiiige  :  a-3en  us  with  wordes  fi3te  1"       '• 
be  let  nimen  Sebastian  :  and  bom  to  is  paleis  lede. 
For  no  miracle  fat  be  dude  :  to  wide  scbolde  sprede,  76 

Laste  Men  tomeden  to  cWstindom  :  In-to  a  priue  stude  be  bim. ladde, 
With  staues  be  let  bim  to  def  e  beteu.  :  and  f  0  beo  a-slawe  him  badde, 
In  one  Chaumbre  foreine  :  a-midde  f e  fuyltbf-bede 
he  let  him  bonge  with  a  rop —  :  and  fat  was  a  vil  dede —  80 

pat  bodi  forto  schende  :  for  he  badde  drede 
)}at  cn'stine  Men  bim  wolden  stele  :  and  is  bodi  a-wei  lede. 
bi  ni3te  cam  fis  boli  Man  :  to  a  womman,  fat  bet  lucine. 
And  tolde  hire  bou  he  ymartred  was  :  and  in  3wuche  pine,  84 

An  bou  filliche  is  bodi  beng  :  and  fat  beo  ase  sone  ase  heo  mi3to 
bis  bodi  fette,  and  burien  it  :  a-mong  cristine  men  bi  ni3te. 
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}?is  guode  womman  at  Midni3t  :  dude  ase  he  hadde  i-bede : 

Fette  j>at  bodi  and  burede  hit  :  In  a  wel  fair  stude.  88 

))us  seint  Sebastian  j>e  holi  man  :  is  lif  brou^te  to  ende, 

And  fram  ])e  pine  of  is  line  :  to  ])e  blisse  of  heuene  he  gan  iwende. 

29    Vita  sancte  agnetis. 

^  Eint  Anixeis,  fat  holi  Maide  :  wel  ^ong  heo  bi-gan 
k3  to  serui  god  al-mi^ti  :  to  beon  cristine  womman. 

.^i-heo  nas  bote  of  J^retteiie  ^er  :  j>o  heo  was  to  depe  i-brou^t 
For  fe  loue  of  Ihe^u  ciist  :  ])at  deore  us  hath  i-bou^t  4 

_^Iu  rome,  )>are  he  wonede  :  so  fair  creature  nas  non 
Ase  was  ))is  maide  forthward  :  of  felle  no])er  of  bon. 
Ase  )>is  Maide-child  cam  a  dai  :  goinde  fram  schole, 
\)Q  constables  sone  hire  i-saij  :  and  heold  hire  for  fole ;  8 

he  gan  to  louien  hire  in  folie  :  and  for  hire  was  in  mouminge, 
And  carede  hov  he  mi^te  best  :  to  ende  his  fole  )>ou3t  bringe. 

^^or  stille  mouminge  j>at  he  hadde  :  he  i-werth  swuy)>e  lene. 
)^r-of  wondrede  muche  is  frend  :  and  3eme  him  duden  bi-men[e].  1 2 
heo  axcden  him  a  dai  in  priuete  :  hov  ho  dude  fare, 
he  gan  to  telle  fram  on  to  oput  :  ^ware-of  was  is  care, 
And  hou  he  wolde  liim-self  a-sle  :  bote  he  ])at  maide  hadde. 
))e  consta[b]le  non  o])ur  ne  sai3  :  is  sone  forth  he  ladde ;  16 

heo  comen  to  Anneyse,  pat  Maide  hende  :  and  nomen  hire  bi  pe  hondo. 

^  j)e  fader  seide  :  **  lo  here  mi  sone  :  ])at  wurth  riche  heyr  of  londe : 
U  A  fair  grace  )>e  is  i-come  :  he  hath  is  heorte  to  ])e  i-take ; 
Kiche  womman  ])oa  worst  i-nou^  :  he  schal  habbe  )>e  to  make ;        20 

-hext  ])oy  worst  of  al  ])i  kun  :  of  londe  and  o])ur  ])inges, 
gold  and  selucr  ]>e  worth  i-nou^  :  broches  and  eke  ringus." 
))at  maide  seide  :  "  go  fram  me  :  fov  lu]>e[r]  dej^es  f ode ! 
Wolde8t])ov  defouli  mi  bodil  :  ])oy  ne  bringest  me  neuere  in  j>it 
mode.  Cfoi.90]         24 

Ich  habbe  me  one  spouse  i-nome  :  ])ou  ne  wost  noujwer  swuch  non, 

-  bri^tore  ])ane  )>e  sonno  o])ur  ani  li^t  :  )>at  euere  on  eor]>e  schon. 
Of  3was  kuynde  wondri  may  ech  ping  :  for  is  moder  is  cleno  maydc, 
his  fader  of  womman  neuere  ne  wuste  :  so  ])e  pr&phetus  us  saido ;  23 
Al  ]7cne  world  he  made  of  nou)t :  and  jaf  us  ovre  fodo ; 
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Wei  deore  with  is  swete  blod  :  he  boii3te  us  on  J>o  rode. 

Ane  marke  he  hathz  on  me  i-do  :  j>at  I-no  scholde  non  ofnt  take, 

Deorewurjje  fing  he  hath  me  bi-hote  :  I-nelle  him  neuere  fur-sake." 

U  J3e  Constable  het  Symproni.  :  "  hov  geth  Jis,"  he  seide, 

"  Jwefur  ))ov  bi  leue  on  pe  false  godel  :  tome  fi  J^ou^t,  ich  rede      34 

And  nim  j>is  child  to  j>i  spouse  :  and  penk  on  ])ine  owene  guod, 

OpMT  ischal  do  pe  so  tormenti  :  ])at  j>ov  schalt  nei^  beo  wod."  36 

''beo  stille,"  seide  pia  maide  ])o  :  ''  be  stille,  )k)u  deueles  lime, 

))ov  ne  schalt  to-dai  for  no  ])retning  :  mi  guode  ]'0U3[t]  me  bi-nime. 

Ich  am  red!  for  is  loue  :  ])at  deore  me  hath  i-bou^t 

tormenz  a-fonge,  and  pe  deth  al-so  :  for  Ine  drede  me  ri^t  noujt."    40 

pe  Constable  let  somony  al  pe  cite  :  and  broujte  pia  mayde  heom 

bi-f ore ; 
hire  for-to  schiende,  he  dude  hire  strepc  :  so  naked  so  he®  was  i-bore, 

-^  ))at  cch  man  scholde  i-seon  hire  dcmc  limes  :  pe  more  hire  to  scbende. 
*'  Onwreste  man,"  ))is  mayde  scide  :  **  schame  pe  worth  at]>enenda    44 
U  Ne  schameth  pe  no-])ing  in  )>i  f^ou^t  :  bi  womman  ]ms  to  do, 
} wan  fou  of  womman  art  i-come  :  and  ech  man  is  al-so  V*     \  Sj^not**** 
J)at*  was  not*  for  hire  ^ong-hede  :  are  hire  smok  were  of  i-nome, 
))are  was^  on  hire  swete  heued  :  so  muche  fair  her  i-come,   ^  us.  wm  wm 
))at  hudde  al  hire  swete  bodi  :  pat  it  tilde  bi-neothe  hire  kne' ; 
J)o  ne  mijten  men  for  here  :  of  hire  bodi  nou^t  i-se.  *  ms.  kow 

An  hous  fat  seruede  of  bordel  :  fare  was  bi-side : 
))are-Inne  fe  constable  hire  let  do  :  and  sethfe  het  crie  wide  52 

))at  alle  fat  wolden  folic  don  :  fudere  scholden  wende 

^And  finde  fare  a  fol  womman  :  of  bodie  fair  and  hende. 
1)0  fat  Maide  was  f are-Inne  i-do. :  so  ful  was  fat  hous  of  li3te 
)3at  no  man  for  brij^t-hede  :  fat  Mayde  i-seo  ne  mi3te.  56 

Jjat  Maide  sat  a-doun  a-kneo  :  and  seide  hire  oresun  fere : 
"  Louerd,"  heo  seide,  "  3ong  ich  am  :  a-mong  mine  fon  i-brou3t  here, 
Euerech  fondeth  to  don  me  schame  :  fat  he[r]-a-boute  wendez : 
Lonerdy  ne  3if  neuere  no  luf  er  man  power  :  mi  bodi  for-to  schende !  * 
)3is  Maide  sat  euere  in  hire  bcden  :  to  ore  louerd  heo  gan  crie : 
hire  ne  mi3te  no  man  for  li3te  i-seo  :  fat  come  fere-In  for  folie,       62 
Ako  euere  3wane  heo  comen  In  :  to  don  heore  fole  f ou3t,    *  J^i,ftlie*MS! 
heo  heorden  hire  crie  on  ore  louerd  so  3emo  :  and  hire  ne  sei3en  noujt.^ 
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U  \>o  bi-gan  ech  after  oj>ur  :  ase  euer-ech  with-Inne  cam, 

For  Miracle  ]>at  heo  sei^en  ]>eTe  :  tuyme  to  cristindom,  66 

And  bi-gonne  forth  with  hire  :  to  ore  louerd  ^eome  crie — 

\)o  was  ])at  an  hous  of  beden  :  ])at  ra)>or  was  of  folie.  [i  foi.  m  b.] 

Ase  ])at  maide  sat  and  bad  hire  beden  :  an  Anngel  ])are  cam  gon,^ 

A  Eoket  he  brou^te  on  is  bond  to  hire  :  ^wittore  nas  neuere  non. 

j)SLt  [maide]  ^  dude  on  ])is  Roket.  :  al  naket  heo  was  er,  •  om. 

""KaJ^eles  heo  ne  mitten  noujt  hire  bodi  seo  :  for  li3te  ne  for  her ;     72 
))o  heo  hadde  ido  pia  Roket  on  :  non-more  i-hud  heo  nas ; 

^Fairore  lijf  nas  neuere  i-seie  :  pane  pis  ^nge  maide  ))o  was. 
))e  constables  sone  cam  for-to  don  with  hire  :  ase  he  hadde  er  i-seid  : 
And  are  he  mijte  pat  Maiden  handli  :  he  fel  a-doun  stan-ded.  76 

his  felawes  ^t  with  him  comen  :  with-oute  heo  weren  wel  stille. 
And  hopeden,  for  he  so  longe  was  :  psii  he  dude  is  wille. 
U  Na])eles,  )k)  he  to  longe  was  :  is  o  felawe  gan  in  gon, 
And  fond  paA  child  ligge  ded  :  so  cold  ase  a  ston.  80 

he  leop  him  out  in-to  pe  strete  :  loude  he  gan  to  gredo : 
*'  Comiez  hidere,  men,  and  sleth  )>i8  wichche  :  for  heo  hath  i-do  a 

lu^  dede : 
))e  Constables  sone  heo  hath  a-slawe  :  here  je  mouwen  i-seo. 
Comiez  nou]>e  bliue  and  nimeth  hire  :  )>at  heo  a-wei  ne  fleo ! "         84 
)?at  folk  cam  reka  a-boute  piB  hous  :  and  founden  )>at  it  was  ded. 
AUe  pQ  baUlifs  ])udere  comen  :  to  nimen  ^aiK>f  red. 
Some  seiden  ^t  heo  wichche  was  :  some  peA  heo  was  guod. 
And  alle  for  pe  childes  dejfe  :  yntope  weren  in  heore  mod ;  88 

heo  stoden  and  luggeden  hire  a-mong  heom  alle  :  ))at  quelle  heo 

Wolden  hire  sone.  ^^Um»ai.ota,  •  |».  m.  a/,  om. 

)>at  maide  sat  a-doun  on  hire  knes  :  and  made  to  god  hire  bone : 

"  louerd,"  he  seide,  ''^if  ])i  wille  beo  :  ^if  me^  ]»ine  mi^te  and  )»ine  grace : 

))ov  kuyth)>  ]»ine  mi^te^  and  send  ))ia  child  :  lijf  here  In  ]us  place,   92 

pai  pia  folk  ^at  here  ia  luy])ur  :  ]»ine  mi^te  mouwen  i-seo ; 

Ne  lat  none  mo  men  deth  a-fonge  :  for  enchesun  of  me." 

%  A-doun  ^  cam  an  Aungel :  **  mayde  Anneis/'  he  seide, 

'^  Ore  louerd  hath  i-heord  ^ine  bone  :  ))at  )k>u  to  him  beda"  96 

heo  blessede  ^at  child,  and  hit  aros  :  fram  de^  to  line, 

And  ^nkede  god,  and  om  him  out  :  at  pe  dore  wel  bliue ; 
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lie  cam  out  a-mong  al  })at  fo[l]k  :  londe  he  gan  to  crie  :  >  om.  [mI 

"  On  god  })at^  is  In  heuene  :  ])at  was  i-bore  of  ]>e  Maidenc  Marie,  100 

))at  is  fader  and  sone  and  holi  gost  :  louerd  of  alle  )>inge, 

)?at  wille  badde  J^oin^  is  mi^te  :  fram  defe  to-day  me  briiige. 

Fur-sakez  eovwer  false  godes  :  for  beo  nabbetb  mijte  nou 

Forto  meoui  boom  enes  of  j>e  stude  :  non  more  ]>ene  a  ston."  104 

))e  cbildes  fader  and  mani  o])ure  :  swi])e  glade  bi-come,  .^ 

\>o  beo  i-sei^en  pQ  Miracle  :  and  cristindom  bem  nome. 

Wod-wruf  e  weren  f  e  lu))ere  men  :  beo  gonne  bi-twene  beom  telle 

In  ^wuche  martyrdome  beo  mitten  :  )>is  boli  maide  a-quelle.  108 

beo  leten  makien  a  gret  fayr  :  )>are  a-midde  ])e  place,  *  ms.  |».it 

For-to  brenne  seint*  Anneis.  :  and  ])ar^  ore  louerd  cudde  is  grace. 

H  For  j>o  fat  Mayde  was  )>udere  i-brou^t  :  In  J)e  fuyr  men  bire  jjrev^ : 

))at  fuyr  clef  a-middes  a-to  :  and  pe  luy))ere  men  it  wel  i-knev),      112 

For  )>o  it  smot  in  ei])ur  side  :  and  bamde  beom  al-cleue. 

))at  Maide  nas  i-wemned  noujt  :  for  it  ne  toucbede  hire  noujt  ene  ;^    . 

bote  beo  sat  bire  a-doun  a-kne  :  and  in  ei))ur  half  was  ]>e  lei^e.  C^  foi.  9ij  ; 

"  Louerd,"  he"  scide,  '*  jif  fi  wille  it  beo  :  fat  ich  here  schuUe  deije^  • ' 

I-redi  ich  am  for-to  a-fonge  fat  fuyr  :  fat  is  me  In  eyfur  side, 

}if  ich  scbal  hero  I-martred  beo  :  ofur  lengore  iEi-bide."  118  * 

j3o  beo  badde  fis  word  i-seid  :  fat  fuyr  a-queinte  a-non, 

Kon  more  bete  nas  in  fe  place  :  fane  in  f e  colde  ston. 

Jeot  fulke  fat  bi-lefden  a-liue  :  on  god  fat  ne^  bi-lefden  nou^t,  >  mn.H* 

And  luggeden  bov  beo  mijten  don  :  fat  beo  were  to  defe  i-brou}[t]  : 

beo  leten  nime  a  kene  sucrd  :  and  f  oru^  bire  f  rote  it  smite ; 

)}at  rede  blod  om  a-do^n  :  on  bire  limes  so  )wite.  124  . 

Fairore  ne  mi^te  no-fing  [be]  :  fane  was  fat  ilke  blod 

On  hire  limes  fat  weren  so  jwite  :  f o  bit  f aron  stod. 

]?us  fis  Mayde  seinte  Annes  :  brou^te  bire  lijf  to  fine. 

And  wende  to  f e  loye  of  heuene  :  after  bire  muchele  }>ine.  128 ' 

30    Vita  Banod  vinoenty  Martyris. 

SEint  Vincent  In  spayne  :  to  a  cnstine  biscbop  cam, 
)5at  men  cleopeden  Valentin  :  and  crtstindom  of  him  nam. 
\)e  king^  of  fe  londe —  :  Dacian  was  is  name —  *  a/.itm<«  ' 

For  fc  bischop  cristine  was  :  he  fou3tc  to  don  him  schame  :         [  -^  - 
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he  let  him  nime  and  binde  :  and  don  him  in  grete  pine. 

))e  bischop  cride  jeme  on  god  :  he  nolde  ofxa  fine. 

With  heom  ]>at  him  tormenteden  :  he  spac  with  milde  speche. 

Seint  Vincent  was  ])are-fore  wrath  :  and  seide  :  "  ich  mot  fe  teche ;  8 

Jwy  spext  )>ov  so  mildeliche  :  ase  fei  pov  a-drad  were  1 

Wenst)K)ii  ))at  heo  j>ine  Maistres  beon  1  :  jwar-of  hauest  j>ov  fere  1 

Spec  hardiliche,  and  conforte  wel  :  of'are  )>at  cristine  beoth, 

]?at  heo  mo  we  to  ])e  de])e  bardie  beon  :  ase  heo  ])e  i-seoth  1"  12 

*•  hov  is  f is  1 "  seide  J>e  king  :  "  jwef ur  fcs  f ef  wene  fijte 

And  with-segge  us  al  a-brod  ?  :  Ich  him  schal  euene  di^te. 

Lateth  pene  bischop  a-wei  gon  :  for  is  milde  speche, 

Nimez  Vincent  and  bindez  a-non  :  we  schullen  him  ofxxT  tech[e].     16 

With  scoui;ges  and  with  staues  :  faste  30  him  bete, 

)?at  he  ne  monw  i-w*elde  neuere  a  lime  :  are  p&t  30  him  letc  ! " 

**  Je,"  seide  vincent,  **pov  paijest  me  wel  :  fi  word  ne  fiuchez  me 

noujt  ille^ 
I-ne  fond  neuere  Man  ^at  so  wel  :  a-cordede  to  mi  wille :  20 

IT  Nov  ich  hopie  to  habbe  game  :  for  erore  me  ))0U3te  longe ;    >  ms.  to  ]m 
hit,  schal  me  tuyme  to  loye  and  gleo  :  and  j>e  to^  pines  stronge." 
\>e  tormentores  nomen  ^ane  holie  Man  :  and  to  a  piler  him  bounde, 
With  staues  and  scourges  heo  leiden  on  him^  :  and  maden  him 

mani  a  wounde.  )  ai.  Mm  on      24 

po  heo  jeuen  him  sorest  duntes  :  lei3eu  he  gan  wel  smere ; 
))e  tormentores  seten  a-doun  and  cleopeden  help  :  fo  heo  werie  were, 
And  seiden  :  **  we  booth  nou])e  ouer-come  :  ore  Armes  aketh  sore ; 
he[l]pez  us  and  betez  ]>esne^  )>eof  :  for  we  ne  mo  wen  non^  more."   28 
\)o  was  f  e  king  wroth  with  heom  :  he  let  heom  a-non  take,     *  JSiie**"* 
Some  he  let  tormcnti  sore  :  ^at  ech  bon  heom  gan  Ake,  *  ms.  noa 

And  some  he  let  to  de]>e  bringue  :  and  some  in  o]7ur  turment.  [foi.  91  b.] 
Euere  he  let  ferschi  and  nevny^  :  tormentores  to  seint  Vincent.  32 
Jwane  heo  weren  werie  of  bete  :  pe  holi  man  bi-gan  to  speke :  >  r.nevnj  v 
"  Louerd,  i-wuyr])ed  beo  ^i  name  :  nou]>e  ich  am  swi]>e  wel  a-wreke : 
\>e  more  ]>at  heo  betez  me  :  ^e  betere  me  is,  i-wis ; 
to  heom  i[t]  tome]>  to  pine  and  sor  :  and  me  to  loie  and  blis."  36 
IT  "  Ne  mo  we  we  novjt,"  seide  Jre  king  :  "  with  no-))ing  far-to  it 

bringe 


186    ST.  VINCENT   IS   NOT  OVSROOMB  OB  PBBYSBTED  BT  BOOUBOINO,  OB 
BY   FLATT£BIBS»  OB  BT  THB  GIBBET,  OB  BT  FIBB. 

))at  j>ov  nelt  nemme  fine  false  god  :  for  no  lu]mr  beiinge  1 " 
**  ]}oy  lupeTQ  Man/'  seide  Vincent :  *')eot  ])ou  most  tormenti-more, 
I-ne  habbe  nou^t  jeot  toimenz  i-nouwe  :  pax-aiieT  me  longez  Bore."  40 
Po  he  was  i-scourget  so  :  ])at  men  mitten  i-seo  ech  bon 
And  euerech  loynt  and  senue  :  )>e  king  gan  ner  him  gon, 
**  Vincent,"  he  seide,  **  haue  of  ]>i-6ell  :  rev])e  and  merci, 
Xe  lat  ])oy  non-more  pi  fa[i]re  bodi  :  pua  defouli  1  44 

bi-lief  on  ovre  godes  and  tome  anon  :  pi  poxi)t  and  pi  mod 
And  i-schal  pQ  ^iue  ope  al  mi  lond  :  pouwer  gret  and  gaod," 
*'  beo  stille,"  seide  seint  yincent  :  "  al  Atter  is  ])i  lore, 
beo  stille  a-non,  ])oa  deneles  tonge  :  ])ou  makest  me  drede  sore :      48 
hit  me  greueth  ]>at  )»ov  feinest  pQ  :  more  pane  al  pe  pine 
And  alio  pe  tormens  pai  )K>y  me  dest  :  ]K>y  and  alle  piae ; 
))at  )>oy  bi-lenest  ]>ine  tormenz  so  sone  :  and  art  bi-neo]»e  i-broujt 
5eot  ]K>a  most  more  loye  :  bringen  in  mi  ]»oujt"  52 

**  ))oy  schalt  3eot,"  seide  pe  king  :  mo  tormenz  a-fonge." 
he  let  him  lede  with-oute  pe  toun  :  and  on  a  gibet  him  honge. 
Vincent  for  loie  bi-gan  to  eome  :  ))o  he  i-heorde  ^is  dom^ 
pare  nas  non  ^at  him  mi^te  ouer-take  :  are  he  to  )k)  gibat  com.        56 
po  ])at  he  an-hengut  was  :  gret  loye  he  made  and  blisse, 
Euere  he  prechede  ase  he  heng  :  godes  wordes  to  wisse ; 
pe  lengore  pat  he  J)are  heng  :  pe  mora  loie  he  made. 
)^  gradden  pe  tormentores  :  *'  we  ne  schullen  neuere  ouer-come  j>is 
tade."  60 

IT  Atj>e  laste  he  nomen  him  a-doun  :  and  ladden  bi-fore  pe  kiugi*. 
And  seiden  pai  heo  ne  mitten  him  :  for  no])ing  to  de]>e  bringe. 
"  Alas,"  seide  )>e  king  ]>o  : ''  is  oie  mi^te  us  bi-nome  1 
3ware-of  seniieth  ovre  godes  :  )>at  pes  peoi  us  schal  ouer-come  f       64 
Ledez  him  with-oute  pe  toun  :  a  gret  fuyr  je  pe^te  make ; 
And  })at  he  beo  a-midde  i-brou3t  :  and  i-bounde  to  one  stake ; 
For-brenne  he  schal  euerech  lime  :  ne  schal  he  pua  him  wer[e]  : 
And  3  wane  he  is  to  douste  I-barnd  :  we  beoth  i-brou3t  of  care."      68 
pe  tormentores  nomen  seint  Vincent  :  and  duden  pe  kingus  heste. 
pe  holi  man  wende  in-to  pe  fuyr  :  ase  gladliche  ase  to  one  feste. 
))o  heo  weuden  J^at  seint  vincent  :  to  douste  i-brend  were, 
heo  omen  hom  and  lolden  pe  kiuge  fore  :  gladdore  neuere  heo  neie. 


ST.   VINCENT  IS  STILL  TRUE  TO   CHRIST,  THOUGH  TOBTURED  WITH     187 

BURNIKQ   PliATBS  AND   OTHER  TORMENTS. 

heo  ne  mitten  so  sone  horn  come  :  pat  seint  yincent  nas  er 

At  home  and  stod  bi-foie  ]>e  kinge—  :  mani  son  man  was  fer !       74 

IT  \>e  tormentores  tolden  ))e  kingue  :  hov  he  i-bamd  was. 

*'  Alas  !  alas  I "  pe  king  seide  : ''  neaerer  inschend  i-nas !  [foi.  9S] 

Schal  ))eos  ])cf  us  oner-come )  :  Mahun,  non  fin  ore ! 

))ei  he  grete  tormenz  habbe  i-haued  :  jeot  ich  can  bi-]>enche  more.** 

he  let  nime  platus  of  Ire  :  sum-del  ]>unne  and  brode, 

And  let  heom  legge  amidde  ]>e  place  :  wel  nei^  ane  cartes  lode  ;      80 

gret  fuyr  he  let  )>aron  make  :  and  fo  heo  glowinde  were, 

pat  wode-fuyr  heo  duden  al  a-wei  :  ])ane  guode  man  ]>adere  heo  here 

And  on  ]>e  beminde  plates  him  casten  :  and  some  ))aiof  heo  toke 

And  leiden  an-ouewarde  is  holi  bodi  :  mid  one  Irene  croke.  84 

Al  he  was  ]»aiK)n  ihud —  :  ]>e  )at  nadde  he  none  fere  1 

))at  grece  of  him  om  a-brod  :  ase  ]>ei  it  fringe  were. 

pe  swy])ere  ])at  be  bamde  :  )re  gladdore  he  him  made ; 

he  Ion)  smere,  ^wane  fe  plates  :  In  is  flesch  gonne  wade ;  88 

At])e  bi-ginningue  he  was  glad  :  and  gladdore  atj^enende. 

''  Alas  !  alas/'  ]>e  king  seide  ])0  :  "  )>es  ])ef  us  wole  schende ! 

p\a  torment  ne  helpez  us  nou^t  :  an-o])ur  we  moten  bi-j>enche." 

he  let  maken  a  swy^  gret  fuyr  :  ])at  no-])ing  ne  mi^te  a-quenche :  92 

IT  Seint  Vincent  buy  lei[den]  a-mide-warde  :  and  seth^e  salt  heo  nome 

And  Mid  ladeles  on  is  wondene  it  casten  :  in^  )>e  fuyr  i-lome,  i  ai.ftin 

So  j>at  pe  salt  scholde  is  woundene  frete  :  with  fe  brenninde  fuyre ; 

pQ  spranglinge  of  fe  blode  i-«elt  :  wide  men  mitten  i-huyie.  96 

**  }o,"  seide  j>is  guode  man  :  "  ])is  is  a  swete  feste ! 

Mani  loye  ichabbe  i-haued  :  ake  fiB  is  on  ^e  meste." 

Jwane  is  blod  spreinde  In  ]>e  rof  an  hei^  :  he  gan  to  leijen  smere. 

Jeanne  was  )>e  king  and  alle  is  men  :  In  swy)>e  grete  fere,  100 

And  seideu :  **  ]>es  ]>ef  us  wole  ouer-come. :  Mahun,  ^ware  is  ])i  mijte  1 

Schal  ])es  ]>ef  with  is  wichchinge  :  a^en  ^i  power  fi^te  1  *' 

'*  3eot  Ich  ]>enche,''  seide  ye  king  :  **  of  one  pine  strongs ; 

beo  yea  pei  put-on  i-do  :  he  ne  schal  noujt  libbe  longe."  104 

heo  setten  him  in  a  swy^  deork  put :  ^at  in  ^  gayhole  was. 

So  ful  of  sweordes  pointes  i-pi^te  :  ase  Mede  is  ful  of  gras : 

)>aro-oppe  |mnne  holi  man  :  heo  casten,  faste  i-bounde, 

))at  pe  pointes  of  pe  swerdes  scholden  :  jiuen  him  depes  woundcs. 


1B8    AN  ANGEL  TAKES  ST.  VINCENT  OFF  THE  SWORD  POINTS.      HE  DIES 
IN   A   SOFT  BED.      A   BAVEN   WATCHES   HiS   BODY. 

Faste  heo  loken  alle  ]>e  dore  :  and  leien  him  longe  pere  beo 

Ope  fe  swerdes  pointo3  in  deorkhede  :  be  ne  mi^te  no))ing  i-seo.    110 

f)SLTQ  cam  an  Aongel  with  a  taper  :  brenninde  in  is  bond, 

Of  his  pine  he  bar  him  op— :  and  j>are  was  godes  sonde !  112 

IT  \)e  Aangel  was  ])ar  with  him  :  ase  longe  ase  he  fare  was. 

Mid  a  brenninde  taper,  and  loie  gret  :  )>at  neuere  more  nas. 

po  it  was  longe  )>are-afturward  :  )>is  men  comen  ^erbi-side, 

And  wende  pat  he  were  ded  :  ane  stounde  heo  gonne  a-bide :        IIG 

\)o  i-beorden  heo  ]>is  holi  man  :  loude  and  murie  singe 

And  herede  god  in  henene.  :  heo  tolden  ^at  ))e  kinge. 

f)o  was  pe  )>ing  nei)  i-swowe  :  and  seide,  sichinde  wel  sore : 

**  Alas^  we  beoth  nou])e ouer-come  :  I-ne  can^  ))enche  non  more;  » Ms.aiin 

Ovre  godes  ne  helpez  us  nou^t  :  )>at  alle  ping  babbeth  to  wolde.^ 

I-nelle  neuere-eft  a-^ein  him  fi^te  :  creaunt  ichulle  me  holde.   \}  foi.  m  b.] 

IT  Jwane  no  pine  ne  mai  him  sle  :  o])ur  piug  ichulle  fonde  : 

"  goth/'  he  seide,  "  and  maketh  a  bod  :  pdt  softeste  in  anie  londe, 

Of  quoiltene  and  of  materasz  :  of  cheisel  and  of  palle, 

And  ]>anne  leggez  him  pBi-on  :  swi|)e  softe  with-alle."  126 

)?o  ])at  bed  was  i-maket  :  to  pe  gayhole  heo  wende, 

And  founden  ^are  pat  lij^t  of  heuene  :  ]>ai  ore  louerd  pndere  sende.  1 28 

Wel  softe  heo  nomen  f  is  holi  man  :  and  custen  is  sore  wounden, 

to  Eclikes  heo  gadereden  stilleliche  :  ))At  beo  of  is  blode  founden  ; 

heo  leiden  him  in  ])at  nesche  bed.  :  and  ])0  he  was  ))aron, 

his  preiere  be  dude  to  ore  louerd  crtst  :  and  deide  ])0  a-non.  132 

)?o  pe  king  isai3  ^is  ))at  he  deide  :  so  mildeliche  in  is  bedde, 

"  tormenz,"  he  seido,  "  we  him  habbeth  i-do  :  vuele  pSLTof  us  spedde : 

Ded  we  wollcth  him  ouer-come  :  3 wane  we  ne  mi3ton  a-liue. 

Into  pe  wilde  felde  :  fat  bodi  ^e  beren  wel  bliue,  136 

Wilde  bestes  and  foules  :  to-drawe  heo  schullen  it  sone." 

))i8  men  brou3ten  j>at  bodi  pSLve  :  and  duden  pe  kingus  bone. 

J)are  cam  fleo  a  Kauon  :  and  a-doun  fare-bi  he  a-li3te^ 

Kene  and  suyf e  dredful  :  i-redi  he  was  to  fi3te  ;  1 40 

aif  p&Te  come  ani  foul  to  :  ])at  })is  bodi  1-86136, 

f)e  Rauon  smot  to  grounde  :  ne  mosten  fare  come  non  nei3e, 

IT  Ake  Euere  he  drof  heom  a-\vei  :  fudere  3wane  heo  come ; 

Ne  mi3te  fare  come  none  so  kene  :  fat  0  mossel  f arof  nome.      .    1 44 


FT.    VINCEXT*fl    00RP8B    18    CAST    INTO    THE    SEA,   BUT    WILL    NOT      189 
SINK.      IT  IS  BURIED   IN   SPAIN.  .    THE   OONVEBSION   OF  ST.    PAUL. 

A  wolf  cam  also  ))uder-waTd  :  is  mete  for-to  fette, 

And  wolde  of  ]>at  bodi  nime.  :  ))e  Rauon  a-3ein  him  sette, 

he  flev  and  smot  with  bile  and  fot  :  fat  fe  wolf  at)>en  ende 

blodi  was  and  ouercome  :  a^en  ham  ward  he  gan  wende.  148 

f)e  Eaaon  waste  J^is  bodi  longe  :  Iwemmed  nou3t  it  nas. 

j}o  fe  king  it  onder-3at  :  pat  ]>e  bodi  i-hol  was, 

horn  he  let  it  fette  ajen  :  and  soide,  **  3wat  may  beo  ovre  red, 

pat  we  ne  mouwen  him  oaer-come  :  nopet  quik  ne  ded  1  152 

3if  we  ne  mouwen  quik  ne  ded  :  ouer-come  him  a-londe 

For  no^  quoyntise  }>at  we  mouwen  do  :  a-watere  we  wollez  fonde." 

he  let  it  lede  fer  into  pe  se  :.and  bonde  patio  mani  a  ston,         >  ms.  nt 

And  casten  it  out  of  a  schip.  :  it  bi-gan  to  sinke  a-non.  156 

^0  ])e  Mariners  i-seien  pla  :  glade  heo  weien  and  bli])e ; 

For-to  telle  pe  kinge  fore  :  heo  hi3eden  horn  wel  bliue. 

heo  ne  mi3ten  so  sone  to  londe  come  :  ])at  heo  ne  founden  a-londe 

\>iB  holi  Man  wel  faire  ligge  :  a-bouen  )>e  se-sonde.  160 

Sore  a-gremed  and  a-schamed  :  hom  buy  gonne  wende ; 

pe  kinge  heo  tolden  al  heore  cas  :  fram  j>e  furste  to  pe  ende. 

''  Alas,  alas,"  pe  king  seide  :  "  pe  schame  and  pe  schonde  ! 

We  ne  mowe  him  neuere  ouer-come  ;  quik  ne  ded,  a-watere  ne  a-londe. 

II  Do  we  him  out  of  ovre  ))0U3t  :  we  ne  mouwen  us  neuere  a-wreke ; 

Ich  drede  psit  he  mi  bane  vrorpe  :  I-here  ich  more  of  him  speke."  ^ 

A-ni3t  In  slepe  seint  Vincent  cam  :  to  A  womman  ])are-bi-8ide  [>  foi.  ss] 

And  iolde  hire  3ware  is  bodi  lai  :  and  bad  hire  nou3t  to  lonc;e  a-bide 

Ake  )>at  heo  it  scholde  burie  sone  :  for  him  longuede  after  reste. 

))is  guode  womman  it  onderstod  :  ])0  heo  a-wok,  with  pe  beste : 

heo  wende  and  sou3te  ]>i8  holi  bodi  :  and  fond  it  swi))e  sone ; 

heo  dude- it  burie  with  gret  honour  :  ase  ri3t  was  for-to  done.         172 

))us  seint  vincent  pe  holie  man  :  in  Spayne  endede  is  lif 

And  wende  to  pe  blisse  of  heuene  :  after  p'la  pines  and  strif. 

Men  nusten  neuere  martyr  non  :  )>at  hadde  more  torment 

Ke  j>at  with  som  pine  ouei^ome  nas  :  bote  pe  gode  man  seint  vincent 


s 


81    Vita  sanod  Paul! 

£int  powel  was  a  la))er  Man  :  are  he  i-couerted  were. 
Alle  pe  ciistine  Men  of  pe  lond  :  hadden  of  him  gret  fere. 


100       SAUL,  WHILX  ON   HIS  WAT  TO  DAICASOUS,   TO  PXR8B0UTK 
CHRISTIANS,  IS    STRUCK    DOWN.      ANANIAS   IS   TO   VISIT   HIM. 

For  he  was  muche  and  strong  and  feoL  :  ^ware-so  he  eni  foonde, 
In  chaumbre  ne  in  bedde  he  ne  sparede  noujt  :  yat  he  ne  slov^  heom 

alle  to  grounde.  4 

po  he  hadde  a-bonte  lerosalem  :  In  eche  stude  i-sou^t 
And  alle  ]>e  cristine  men  fat  he  fond  :  to  stronge  de^  i-bronjt, 
he  cam  to  ^  souereyns  of  })e  lawe  :  and  seide, ''  ioh  habbe  i-mad  al 

clene 
Al  ])is  lond  of  cristine  Men  :  [)e]^  ne  dorre  of  heom  more  mene  :      8 
Wende  ichulle  to  Dam[a]sche  :  and  clansi  ^t  lond  al>so ;  >  om. 

Alle  p&i  ich  a-liue  finde  mai  :  to  de))e  ichnlle  heom  do, 
Oj>ur  ichulle  heom  faste  binde  :  and  hidere  to  eor  sende ; 
Alle  J>at  ich  a-liue  finde  may  :  ichulle  arsle  o^  schende."  12 

IT  Saul  was  po  is  rijte  name.  :  he  gan  forth  i-wende, 
I-Armed,  and  mani  a  man  with  him  :  to  bringe  is  ]>0U3t  to  ende. 
Ase  he  cam  a-midrijt  ]>e  wei  :  a  li^t  him  cam  a-boute, 
)>at  he  ne  mijte  for  lijte  i-seon.  :  )>o  gan  him  sore  ardoute ;  16 

he  stod  ase  fei  he  a-stoned  were.  :  po  cam  )iare  in  a  stounde 
A  drem  ase  ]>ei  it  a  )»ondre  were.  :  ^are-with  he  fill  to  grounde 
And  lai,  ]>at  he  ne  mijte  him  wawie  noujt  :  fo  herde  he  a  uoiz  telle : 
**  Saul,  )wi  werrest]K>Y  opon  me  :  mine  Men  for-to  quelle  1  '*  20 

"  ho  art  fov  1 "  seide  saul  :  "  louenl,  artfov  fare  1 " 
A  yoiz  seide,  **  je,  ich  am  fi  god  :  fat  fov  hast  i-weorred  so  ^are. 
to  wynci  a36in  fe  pricke  :  swij^e  strong  it  is  J)a'' 
"  Louerd,"  seide  Saul  fo  :  "  jwat  wolt)H)v  do  mid  mel "  24 

'*  J)ov  schalt,"  seide  ore  louerd  }h)  :  "  In-to  ye  toune  wende ; 
)?ine  ri^te  bi-leue  ])e  schal  teche  :  a  man,  to  ^wam  i-schal  ]>e  seudc.** — 
)>is  was  ]>ene  fourteo])e  ^er  :  aftur  fulke  stounde 
)>at  Ihe^  crist  soffrede  on  ye  rode  :  for  us  de^  wounde. —  28 

)?o  Saul  hadde  longe  i-leie  :  wel  softe  he  op  a-ros 
And  stod  op — he  ne  mi^te  i-seo  neuere  a  del  :  ful  sore  him  a-gros. 
he  let  him  lede  to  ye  toun.  :  it  was  ))ane  ])ridde  dai 
Are  he  .et.  oyur  dronk  :  o])ur  ani  si^t  i-sai).  32 

H  Ore  louerd  cam  to  a  guod  preost  :  is  name  was  ananye, 
,  '*  go,''  he  seide,  "  in-to  ye  toun  :  and  to  ludases  hous  f  ov  hi^e : 
Saul  yo  /  schalt  y&re  finde  :  )>at  i-weorred  me  hauez  longue ;     [foi.  9ei  b.] 
3if  him  cnstindom  in  mine  name  :  and  he  it  wole  onder-fonge.       36 


8AUL  18   BAPTIZED,   AND    OALLBD   PAUL.      HB    PREACHES    CHRIST,      191 

AND  JOINS  THE  APOSTLES. 

861)6  ])at  god  fe  |)ud6re  sonde  :  ])at  In  )>o  weie  a-^ein  bim  cam 
po  he  wolde  a^ein  him  weorri  :  and  is  power  him  bi^nam."  >  bi  ov^^/iMd 
'  Louerd,"  seide  Ananie  :  **  ich  habbe  mucbe  i-beord  telle 
))at  Saul  was  a  hxper  man  :  and  cristine  men  dude  quelle."  40 

"  Ne  dred  ]>e  noujt,"  ore  louerd  seide  :  '*  lomb  he  is  bi-come, 
him  ])inchez  longe  are  he  habbe  :  cr^tinedom  i-nome. 
to  beo  prechour  of  mi  word  :  i-chose  ich  him  habbe ; 
he  schal  beo  wis  and  studefast  :  nanne  betere  i-nabbe.**  44 

fyy  Ananie  i-heorde  fia  :  hardiliche  forth  he  wenda 
he  cam  to  Saule  and  seide  him  so  :  ^t  ore  louerd  him  ])udeTe  sende 
)?at  he  scholde  cnstine  beo.  :  saul  was  ])0  wel  bli])e, 
And  er  pB.no  he  i-baptized  was  :  ech  ^wyle  him  ])OU)te  fine.  48 

po  he  i-baptized  was  :  powel  was  is  name. 

Wel  aujten  men  herien  )>ane  god  :  ))at  of  ]>e  wilde  makez  ]>e  tame ! 
A-non  so  he  I-baptized  was  :  fare  feci  out  of  ei^r  ei^e 
Fuyl))e  ase  ]>ei  it  were  slym  :  ])at  alle  pe  men  it  sei^e.  52 

^0  mijte  he  swijye  wel  i-seo.  :  he  heold  op  is  honde, 
H  A-kneywes  he  sat  in  his  bedes  :  and  ])onkede  godes  sonde, 
tendre  metes  men  grei])ede  him  :  and  ^af  him  )>ar-of  wel  ofte, 
3if  he  mi^te  is  strenc]>e  coneri  :  heo  beddeden  him  wel  softe.  56 

po  seint  powel  i-couered  was  :  and  hadde  8trenc))e  of  Manoe, 
he  purueide  him  of  prechingue  :  and  wende  a-non  ri^t  Jeanne 
Into  pQ  giwene  synagogue  :  and  prechede  cr/stindom. 
Ech  man  wondrede  ^t  him  i-saij  :  po  he  prechour  bi-cam,  60 

And  seiden :  "  nis  ]>is  ^ilke  man  :  psi  weorrede  alle  ))eo 
In  pe  londe  of  lerusalem  :  ])at  he  mijte  ojwere  cnstine  men  I-seo  1 '' 
Manie  Men  he  tornede  to  cristinedom  :  and  manie  him  povL^ten  quelle 
And  bi-speken  hov  heo  mitten  do  :  for  he  bi-gan  a-jein  heom  telle, 
he  ne  let  for  no  drede  :  ^at  he  ne  prechede  wel  bliua 
For  euere  )K>ru  ore  louerdes  grace  :  he  ascapede  with  |^  liua 
he  sou^te  jwaie  pe  Apostles  weren  :  to  heom  he  cam  wel  sone, 
to  prechi  mid  heom  godes  word  :  ase  bore  ri^te  was  to  done.  68 

Pe  apostles  weren  formest  a-ferd  of  him  :  and  leueden  him  wel  ynne^, 
For  he  so  muche  cnstine  folk  :  hadde  i-broujt  to  de]>e ; 
Ake  )k>  heo  wusten  hou  it  was  :  to  felawe  [heo]  him  toke — 
For  ^are  ne  i-werth  non  so  wis  :  holi  churche  to  loke.  72 
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Seint  powel  to  cristinedom  :  cam  In  Inisse  manere* 
god  us  graunti  for  is  loue  :  In  beuene  to  ben  is  fere. 

38    Vita  8a;2C^6  Brigide  Virginia. 

Seinte  Bride  of  heije  men  :  In  scotlond  heo  cam, 
Of  riche  men  and  of  gret  power  :  In  lawe  of  crtstindom. 
Jjis  Maide  bi-gan  wel  jong  :  to  boo  of  porture  bende ; 
f)&xe  ne  scbolde  vil  dede  ne  word  :  neuere  fram  bire  wende.  4 

heo  bigan  ore  louerd  crist  to  semi  :  in  worde  and  in  dede ;  < 

3  wane  bire  ^ongue  felawes  weren  at]>e  plei)  :  hire  oresones  beo  seide.^ 
IT  biro  moder  louede  bire  swijye  wel  :  ])at^  fo  beo  was  of  elde,  [ifohM) 
Al  bire  cbese  and  al  bire  milk  :  beo  bi-tok  bire  to  welde,  8 

And  al  ))et  ^wijt  ))at  In  ]>e  court  was  :  beo  scbolde  ope  bire  belde, 
At  a  certeyn  dai  favot  :  trewe  a-countes  ^elde. 
pai  Maide  let  gaderi  swi])e  clone  :  pe  Milk  ant  pe  cbese, 
botere  and  al  )>at  ])arof  cam  :  nolde  beo  nowi3t  leose  :  1 2 

3wane  beo  seije  anie  pouere  Men  :  beo  delde  it  beom  wel  clene — 
bire  deierie  was  euere  of  cbese  and  botere  :  bar  and  swi])e  lene. 
3wan  bire  dai)  was  neij  i-come  :  a-countes  forto  ^elde. 
Of  biro  moder  beo  was  a-ferd  :  glad  beo  was  ful  selde.  16 

3eorne  beo  bad  ore  louerd  crist  :  )>at  be  scbolde  beo  bire  red, 
be  nadde  ^warof  a-couutcs  ^elde  :  ase  bire  moder  badde  i-seid. 
J)o  fe  day  was  i-come  :  beo  nuste  ^ware-witb  bire  a-quite. 
For  j>are  nas  iu  pQ  deierie  :  nou^t  adel  of  none  ^wite.  20 

Na])ele8  )>e  moder  code  j>udere  :  to  loke  bou  it  ferde : 
beo  fond  ecb  lome  i-beped  ful  :  al  a-boue  )>e  brerde, 
Of  cbese  and  of  botere  :  and  of  o])ur  ^wijte  also, 
be  ne  may  neuere  is  3wyle  leose  :  fat  for  fe  guode  wole  ou^t  do. —  24 
bit  bi-feol  fat  fis  Maydenes  frend  :  nomen  beom  to  rede 
J)at  beo  i-weddet  scbolde  beo.  :  and  beo  anon-rijt  beom  witb-seide. 
to  fe  biscbope  beo  wende  a-non  :  and  a-vouwede  cliastete, 
And  seide  beo  nolde  neuere  man  babbe  :  fe  sikerore  for-to  beo.       28 
For  loye  fat  f e  bbcbop  badde  of  bire  :  be  seide  f a[t]  be  wolde  ete, 
And  alle  is  Ikfen,  a  dai  with  bire  :  be  bad  bire  maken  beore  mete. 
))arof  was  f  is  Maide  glad  :  and  nafeles  sore  beo  bire  dradde, 
For  bote  bred  and  Ale  and  one  kou  :  non  more  mete  beo  nadde.     32 
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heo  bi-gan  to  milken  Jis  cov  :  and  muche  milk  of  hire  heo  nam^ ; 

f)e  lengore  ])at  heo  hire  Milkede  :  pe  more  milk  )>are  cam :      ^  Ms.  mam 

J^is  kov  jaf  so  muche  Milk  :  ]7at  ^are-mide  heo  fedde 

pene  bischop  and  alle  is  Men  ])at  dai  :  and  muche  )>onk  ]>arof  hadde. 

IT  hit  bi-feol  f are-af ter-wiBord  :  fat  Maide  a-feld  wende, 

Forto  loki  to  hire  schep.  :  so  gret  rein  ore  louerd  to  eor])e  sende 

pal  hire  clo)>es  al  wete  weren.  :  and  a-jenphom^  heo  gan  gon.    >  ms.  heom 

heo  wolde  hangi  hire  clo])us  forto  druye  :  and  heo  ne  8ai3  nou3t 

jwaron.  40 

pe  Sonne  schon  In  at  one  hole  :  and  ope  ])e  bem  of  fe  sonne 
hire  wete  clo]>es  heo  heng  forto  druy3e  :  fat  fe  stremes  a-doun  ronne. 
Muscles  comen  to  hire  adai  :  of-hongrede  and  of-cale, 
heo  beden  hire  mete  and  dnnke  for  godes  loue.  :  he  nadde  nou^t  a 

spone-ful  ale.  44 

A  fat  J)are  stod  fol  of  ba)>e-water  :  heo  jaf  it  hire  blessinge : 
pe  beste  Ale  a-liue  it  bi-cam  :  he  ^af  it  ]>e  Muscles  drinke. 
A  womman  cam  and  bad  hire  salt :  and  heo  ne  hadde  non : 
With  hire  blessingue  heo  tumede  to  salte  :  ane  wel  grete  ston.        48 
)>re  sike  men  beden  hire  guod  :  ase  heo  to  hire  come. 
A  selueme  coppe  heo  [heom]  jaf  :  and  gladliche  heo  hire  nome ; 
And  bi-gunne  f or-to  striui  :  hov  heo  hire  dele  mi3te.  [w.  m  bj 

'' AbideZy''  seide  yia  Maide  :  *'  and  ichuUe  it  euene  di3te."  52 

P'lB  Coppe  heo  smot  ajen  a  ston  :  ])at  heo  to-brak  SLpre ; 
Euerech  heo  jaf  iliche  muche  :  ase  euene  ase  it  mi3te  beo. 
])eos  miracles,  and  manie  o])ure  :  seinte  Bride  wrou3te ; 
pQ  blinde  and  fe  doumbe  :  to  guode  hele  heom  broujte.  56 

pe  furste  dai  of  feuerer  :  hire  lijf  heo  brou3te  to  ende.  >  r.  to  >• 

god  us  graunti  alle  forth  with  hire  :  te^  blisse  of  heuene  wende. 

S3    Vita  nancte  Agathe. 

SEinte  Agace,  fat  guode  Maide  :  In  cisile  was  i-bore ; 
Wel  jong  heo  bi-gan  cristine  to  beon  :  fat  hire  soule  nere  fur- 
lore. 
Of  faire  porture  f is  Mayde  was  :  and  stable  in  godes  lore. 
)?e  Duyk  of  fe  londe  it  onder-jat :  it  him  of-foujte  sore.  4 

he  ne  mi3te  for  revfe  don  hire  in  pine  :  Al  for  hire  jonghede ; 

LEGENDS  OF  SAINTS.  O 
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And  for  heo  so  fair  was  :  be  hopede  hire  out  of  |)ulke  bi-leue  lede. 
An  old  quene  ))are  was  bi-side  :  strong  bore  and  baudef^trote ; 
heo  hadde  Nije  doii3tren  li^t  wninmen.  :  ]>e  Duyk  bi-gan  hire  gret 
mede  bi-bote,  8 

p&t  heo  scholde  ))at  inaide  wite  :  and  mis-techen  hire  and  rede. 
And  fondi  ^if  heo  mijte  hire  bringe  :  in  fol  Jyou^t  o)nir  in  fol  dede. 
J^is  dene  ])ing  was  to  ]>is  bore  i-brou^t  :  pot  hei^te  Affrodose. 
heo,  and  hire  dou3tren  al-so  :  maden  hire  fQ  glose,  12 

And  bi-bete  hire  quoynte  ])ingus  fale  :  of  seluer  and  of  golde, 
Kichesse  and  o)>ur  loye  i-nonj  :  |)at  heo  hire  j^oujt  channgi  scholde  ; 

/  heo  seiden :  **  hov  mi3te  a  swuche  creature  :  ^us  gent  and  Jms  free, 
hende  and  milde  and  swete  i-nov^  :  with-oute  lolifte  [beo]  1  16 

\)i  ^ongue  blod  nolde  it  ))olie  nou^t :  scholde  }{ loie  beon  pe  bi-nome  ; 
In  J)is  lend  nis  prince  so  heij  :  fat  fov  ne  mi^test  him  wel  bi-come." 
IT  Jjis  Maide,  fei  heo  were  jong  :  bi-gan  to  Answerie  a-non, 
And  seide,  "beo  stillo,  fou  deiieles  bouk !  :  )>e  ne  worth  here  non  i-won. 
))e  bexte  prince  ))at  is  aiii  :  In  loue  ich  habbe  i-take, 
In  mine  ^onghede  and  euere-inore  :  to  holde  him  for  mi  make.         22 
Swete  and  hende  and  milde  be  is  :  on  him  is  al  mi  poxi^t^ 
Ich  am  so  faste  to  him  i-bouudo  :  J^ar-of  ne  bringuest  )>ou  me  noujt." 
Jjis  lufere  wummen  weren  ech-one  :  studefastliche  Ni^t  and  daij 
A-boute  to  bringuo  lufer  })ou3t  :  In-to  fis  swete  3ounge  may3 ;  26 

J)ritti  dawes  heo  was  with  heom  :  fat  heo  fondeden  euere 
to  bringue  hire  into  fe  deuelcs  lore  :  Ake  heo  ne  spedden  neuere.     28 
Jjis  wychche  wende  to  fe  Duyk  fo  :  fat  bet  quincian. 
And  seide,  "  sire,  i-ne  mai  chauiigi  non3t  :  f e  f 0U3t  of  fis  wommaii  ; 
Li3tloker  man  may  fane  hardcste  ston  :  make  nesche  ase  woUe 
J)ane  fat  Maide  foru3  any  gin  :  of  hire  fou3t  bringe  schuUe."  32 

J)e  Duyk  let  a-non  f is  mayde  fette  :  and  Axede  3wat  heo  were. 
**  godes  schulchono,"  heo  seide,  "  ich  am  "  :  heo  nadde  none  fere. 

"--  he  Axede  of  3wat  kunne  heo  were.  :  heo  seide,  "  of  gent  and  freo.** 
J)e  Duyk  seide,  **  hov  mi3t  f ov  gentil  womman  :  and  eke  a  schulcbone 
beo]"  36 

"  Jus,"  seide  fat  maide  f o  :  "  hit  is  more  fraunchise 
to  beon  goJe[8]8chulchene  of er  is  f ral :  fane  king  ofur  lustise."  [foi.  m] 
"  Anovxe  ovre  godes  1 "  seide  f e  Duyk  :  "  ne  spec  of  f i  god  non-moie. 
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0])ur  ichulle  ^  swuch  pine  do  :  ])at  it  schal  ]>e  re  we  sore."  40 

"  I-ne  schal  so  sone/'  ^t  maide  neide  :  "  In  pine  beo  i-brou^t 

)?at  it  nele  a-swagi  ^if  ich  habbe  :  on  ihara  crist  mi  J^on^t ; 

5if  J>ou  bringest  me  in  ani  fuyre  :  and  ich  me  bi-^nche 

On  ])e  pine  ^at  he  )K)lede  for  me  :  a-non  it  wole  a-qucnche.''  44 

))e  Duyk  let  nime  ^t  maide  a-non  :  and  In-to  ]>e  gayhole  lede ; 

pat  maide  was  ^o  also  glad  :  ase  ))ei  men  hire  to  feate  bede. 

In  stronge  prisone  heo  was  i-do  :  j>ar-inne  longe  heo  lay. 

})e  Duyk  let  ])are-after-warde  :  at-fore  him  pat  mayde  bringe  a  day.  48 

IT  **  Agace/'  he  seide,  **  bi-))ench  pe  wel  :  bi-lef  fi  fole  J^ou^t, 

Anovre  ore^  godes  ]>at  mowen  pe  helpe   :  are  ]>oa  beo  in  pine 

i-brOUat."  *  MS.  ©re  ore 

pat  maide  seide,  "  )k>u  spillest  pi  breth  :  and  pon  tellest  embe  nou^t. 

Ake  ich  rede  ])at  )k)U  Anouri  him  :  ])at  deore  us  hath  i-boujt,  52 

And  bi-lef  ^ine  false  godes  :  ^t  power  nabbez  non, 

pat  beoth  i-mad  of  an  old  stoc  :  o])ur  of  pe  harde  ston."     ^  ms.  N«it|MNMt 

"Neltfou  [nouj^t*,"  seide  pe  duyk  :  "fine  folie  ^uyt  bi-leue, 

In  stronge  pine  )>oy  schalt  beo  i-don  :  to-day  are  it  beo  eue.''  56 

hokes  and  witthene  he  let  nime  :  and  faste  to  hire  brcoste  binde, 

And  let  is  tormentores  with  pe  witb^ne  :  hire  breostene  of  wyndo. 

'*  ))ov  onwreste  bouk,"  fis  Maide  seide  :  to  pe  duyk  quincian, 

**  Ne  hast])ov  no  schame  in  ])ine  heorte  :  defouli  )>us  ani  man  60 

))at  lyme  ])at  )k>v  ]>i  moder  of  soke  :  and  pe  hath  forth  i-brou^tl 

Do  ^v  fin  owene  confusion  :  and  ne  dred  pe  ri3t  nou3t." 

IT  gret  pine  ]>olede  pia  clene  [may]  :  are  heo  weren  of  i-drawe ; 

So  muche  was  hire  po\i)t  on  gode  :  fat  it  ne  greuede  hire  nou3t  an 

hawe.  64 

)?o  heo  weren  of  i-drawe  :  In-to  prisone  heo  was  eft  i-do. 

pe  Duyk  let  witie  fat  prison  faste  :  fat  no  man  ne  come  hire  to 

hire  woundene  to  hele  with  ani-f ing  :  of  ur  hire  pines  forto  lisse. 

Ake  ore  louerd  ne  for-jat  nou^t  hire  :  f o  ne  forte  he  misse.  68 

Ase  heo  in  prisone  al  one  was  :  an  old  man  fare  cam  gon, 

boxes  f ulle  of  Oygneme[n]z  :  he  broujte  mani  on 

And  seide  fat  he  hire  hele  wolde.  :  **  fov  ne  schalt/'  heo  seide ; 

**  I-ne  kepe  no  man  bote  god  :  fat  me  hele  and  rede."  72 

"  Ich  am,"  seide  fe  olde  man  :  '^  In  his  name  hidere  i-wend, 

o  2 
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For  ich  am  his  apostle —  :  to  ))e  he  me  hath  i-send 
))ine  woundene  forto  hele  :  ))at  ))oy  hast  for  him  stronge. 
In  pe  loye  of  heueno  :  ))ino  mede  ))ou  schalt  afonge."  76 

pe  woundes  he  gan  smeorie  :  heo  woren  hole  in  one  stounde. 
pat  Maide  nuste  3 ware  he^  bi-cam  :  po  he  hadde  i-held  hire  woande. 
pe  Duyk  let  ])at  maide  bi-f ore  him  bringe  :  pene  ieoipe  day,    >  ms.  hM 
he  seide,  "  hast))oy  ^eot  i-chaunget  pi  j^oujt ) " :  pai  mayde  seide  "  naj, 
pi  word,"  heo  seide,  **  ne  doth  non  opui :  3 wane  ))oy  spext  pWB  to  me, 
bote  fuylez  swipe  foule  pe  eyr  :  ])at  it  deth  inne  fleo.  82 

he  is  wod  pai  stok  op\ir  ston  :  wolo  to  helpe  calle,  [foi.96b.} 

And  nou^t  to  god  of  houene  :  ])at  hath  i-heled  mine  wounden  alle.**  84 
"Darstfou  300 1,"  seide  J)o  Duyk  :"  of  fine  false  gode  more  telle  1 
Beo  |>ov  80  wod  to  nemmen  him  more  :  in  stronge  de^  Man  schal  fe 

quelle." 
**  Onwreste  bonk,"  fat  Maide  seide  :  "  I-nelle  it  lete  nou3t, 
pe  3wyle  fat  ich  libbe  may  :  to  nemen  him  with  worde  ofur  witb 

})ou3t."  88 

pe  Duyk  het  men  hire  for-brenne  :  a  gret  fuyr  he  let  make. 
))o  heo  [hire]  wolden  f  ar-inne  do  :  pe  eorf  e  bi-gan  to  quake, 
IF  Ase  wide  ase  f e  cite  was  :  and  felde  a-doun  fe  dom-halle ; 
Twei  men  fat  hire  luggeden  to  def e  :  a-slawe  weren  with  fe  walleu 
t)at  folk  of  fe  cite  was  a-drad.  :  to  fe  duyke  heo  seiden  : 
"  Jjis  Mayde  is  guod,  and  we  both  for  hire  :  In  grote  perile  and  in 

dredo.  94 

gret  pine  f  ov  hast  [hire]  i-don  :  f ou  ne  scbal  so  non-more." 
t)o  fe  Duyk  i-herde  f is  :  a-drad  lie  was  wel  sore ;  96 

])at  Mayde  he  let  to  prisone  Icdo  :  and  he  him-seolf  a-scapede  a-wey 
bi  one  posterne  stilleliche  :  fat  no  man  him  ne  sey3. 
])o  fat  mayde  into  prisono  cam  :  a-doun  heo  sat  a-kneo, 
"  Louerd,"  he  seide,  *'fram  mani  pine  :  fou  hast  i-saued  me,         100 
fram  fuyr  and  fram  woundes  stronge  :  fou  me  hast  i-brou3t. 
And  fram  mi  child-hod  fou  me  hast  i-wust  :  fat  ine  mis-bi-lefdc  noujt : 
Lat  me,  louerd,  to  reste  w^ende  :  for  hero  me  f  inchez  long, 
Tyme  it  is  to  eudi  mi  lijf  :  mine  soule  fov  onder-fong."  104 

Mid  f usse  wordo  bi-fore  al  fat  folk  :  heo  bi-gan  to  dei3e. 
poi'e  was  mani  a  sori  man  :  and  mani  a  wepinde  ei3e. 
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))at  folk  ]>&t  hire  louede  :  siwede  hire  wel  faste, 

hire  bodi  heo  nomen  with  gret  honour  :  and  bnreden  it  at]>e  laste.  108 

j)o  heo  bureden  ])at  holi  bodi  :  a  felawe-schipe  ])are  cam  go 

•Of  )>e  faireste  children  ]>at  mitten  beo  :  pre  hondret  and  wel  mo, 

^ongo  ))iDgus  of  on  age  :  in  ^wite  clo)>u8  of  palle ; 

Ane  table  of  Marbre  In  is  bond  :  ])e  on  bar  at-fore  heom  alle  :       112 

IT  heo  loyneden  it  to  seinte  Agace  toumbe  :  Jo  heo  comen  fer-to, 

Wel  sweteliche  heo  wenden  a^en  :  po  heo  hadden  so  i-do — 

Angles  it  weren  ])at  ])are  a-lijten  :  for  seinte  Agace  to  groonde. 

Clerkes  bi-heolden  fe  table  jeome  :  fare-Inne  i-write  buy  founde:  116 

**  ))i8  Maide  hadde  holi  ))on3t  :  god  heo  dude  honour, 

A-serued  heo  hath  to  alle  pe  contreie  :  deliueraunce  of  langour.'' 

For-sojje  heo  mitten  ))i8  laste  word  :  ))ar-after  onder-stonde : 

])ulke  time  a  twelf-Mon])e  :  of  an  hul  in  pe  londe  120 

Strong  fuyr  ])are  cam  eomen  out :  ase  water  doth  of  welle, 

And  bamde  al  )}at  ))are  was  a-boute  :  quic  ))ing  it  gan  a-quelle ; 

hit  spradde  wiUe  into  al  pai  lond  :  ])at  folk  hadde  gretc  fere, 

'And  bamde  ])e  hard  roche  of  ston  :  ase  pei  it  Col  were.  124 

heo  ne  dorsten  bi-leue  at  no  toun  :  ake  omen  ase  men  pai  were  wode : 

At  seinte  Agace  Toumbe  :  )}are  heo  formest  at-stode. 

Al-so  it  bi-feol  in  hire  daye  :  ase  sone  ase  heo  weren  )>ere, 

]:)at  fuyr  queinte  a-non  in-to  al  pat  lond  :  ase  pei  it  neuere  nere ;  ^  128 

And  bi-fore  it  hadde  six  dawes  i-last :  and  six  Nij^t  al-so,         {}  foi.  96j 

And  om  ase  pei  it  water  were  :  for-barnde  al  )>at  him  cam  to. 

\)o  schewede  ore  louerd  pat  it  was  soth  :  ))at  pe  maide  seinte  Agas 

A-seruede  deliueraunce  to  al  pe  Contree —  :  J)are  wel  i-sene  it  was. 

Al-so  w[i]8liche  we  schullen  hire  bidde  :  ase  heo  pe  contreie  jaf  bote, 

]:)at  we  to  pe  loye  ))are  heo  is  Inne  :  with  hire  come  we  mote. 

34    [Scholaoe] 

SEinte  scholace,  Jat  holie  mayde  :  heo  was  of  clene  line, 
Leouere  heo  hadde  to  beon  Nonne  :  |»ane  beon  i-widdet  to  wiue. 
Seint  Beneit  hire  bro))er  was  :  and  pe  Ordre  furst  bi-fond 
Of  Nonnes  and  of  blake  Monekus  :  ))at  is  juyt  into  al  ))at  lond ;      4 
Of  blake  Monekus  at  Duyn  :  An  Abbeye  he  let  a-rere, 
him-sulf  pe  Abite  furst  he  nam  :  pe  ^ongore  for-to  lere. 
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Seinte  Scholace,  his  soster  :  blac  Nonne  he  let  hire  make, 

And  tei5te  hire  penaunce  forto  don  :  to  faste  and  to  wake.  8 

]:)eos  twci^e  holie  creatures  :  eche  ^ere  hadden  ane  wone 

to  comen  to-gadere  some  Tyme  :  and  tellen  of  godes  sone  ; 

Ake  heore  nofer  in  oferes  Abbeye  :  bi-leue  come  ne  mi^te 

Ne  duelle  for  none  ])inge  :  oute  of  heore  celle  hi  Ni^te.  1 2 

IT  ])o  yis  guode  holi  mayde  :  i-bron^t  was  in  grete  £lde, 

hire  longuede  with  hire  bro))er  to  speke  :  feble  heo  hire  felde. 

po  heo  hadde  to  him  i-sent  :  and  to-gadere  heo  weren  i-come, 

Al  dai  heo  tolden  of  godes  priueteE  :  seinte  Marie  sone,  16 

Of  )}e  loye  of  heuene  :  hou  holi  men  heore  [lif]  ladden ; 

]?are-of  al  heore  loye  w&s  :  ))at  heo  to-gadere  hadden. 

Sorie  weren  ])is  holie  ))ingU8  bo))e  :  for  it  was  sumdel  nei)  Eue. 

Seint  Beneit  to  is  soster  seide  :  ))at  he  ne  mi^te  no  leng  bi-loue.       20- 

Seinte  scholace  son  was.  :  "  broJ)ur,"  heo  seide,  "  J)in  ore, 

]?is  holie  wordus  so  mnrie  beoth  :  ^eot  we  moten  telle  more ; 

3  wane  we  In  godes  seruise  beoth  :  we  ne  doz  nou^t  ore  ordre  breke. 

Ich  am  so  feble  ))at  ich  ne  wene  :  neuer-eft  more  with  fe  speke ;     24 

bi-leue  we  ))is  one  Ni^t  to-gadere  :  for  his  loue  ))at  deore  us  bou^te, 

Ich  wot  ))at  he  it  wole  us  for-^iue  :  ^wane  we  it  doth  in'guode  ]K)ujteL'* 

**beo  stille,"  seide  seint  beneit  :  "loke  ^wat  fou  dest  telle, 

Wei  fov  wo3t  J)at  ine  mai  beo  :  bi  ni^te  fram  mine  celle."  28 

po  scholace  i-sai^  ))at  it  ne  heold  :  to  bidde  hire  bro])ur  more, 

hire  heued  he  hangede  a-doun  :  and  bi-gan  to  wepe  sore. 

"  Louord,"  heo  seide,  "  J)at  J)ov  art  :  ful  of  milce  and  ore, 

Lat  me,  louerd,  ^if  pi  wille  it  beo  :  i-heore  more  of  ])i  lore ;  S3 

11  Ne  lat  nou^t  mi  brof ur  to-Ni^t  :  fram  me,  louerd,  wende, 

Ake  soffre  us  with  tales  of  fe  :  bringe  fis  ni^t  to  ende." 

Ase  ])is  Maide  loke^  op  ward  :  po  heo  hadde  i-don  hire  bone,    ^  r.iok«d« 

])at  weder  ))at  was  so  cler  aud  fair  :  bi-gan  to  chaungie  sone ;  36 

hit  bi-gan  to  ))ondri  and  hauli  :  lei^ten  and  eke  rine, 

Jjat  feor  with-Inne  Ni^te  it  was  :  er  fat  weder  wolde  a-fine. 

U  1)0  nc  nii^te  seinrt  beneit  :  for  fe  wedere  fannes  i-wende.       cibi.MK] 

**  Soster,"  he  seide,  "  ^wat  hastJ)ov  i-don  I  :  fou  fondest  me  to  schende  ; 

Jif  it  nere  ore  louerdes  wille  :  wel  ne  dost  fov  nou^t, 

pat  i-schal  mine  ordre  breke  :  so  nadde  ich  neuere  i-))ou)t."  42 
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"  Leue  broker,"  fat  maide  seide  :  **  ich  bad  fe  swi)}e  ^erne 

j)SLi  ))ou  ]>is  ni^t  bi-lefdest  here  :  and  ouere  ))oy  dudest  me  weme :    44 

Ich  bad  mi  louerd  of  heuene  :  and  he  me  i-herde  a-non. 

Cheos  noufe  3 wafer  fov  bi-leue  wolt  :  ofur  heonnes  for-to  gon, 

bi-lef  me  alone  jif  f ov  mi)t  :  for  no  fonk  ne  can  ich  fe, 

Ake  ich  fonki  god  of  heuene  :  fat  so  sone  i-heorde  me."  48 

po  heo  ne  mitten  departi  nou^t  :  to-gadere  al  ni^t  heo  woke, 

And  tolden  of  godes  suettnesse  :  and  of  is  mi^te  :  In  tale  and  eke  in 

boke. 
))e  Ni^t  heom  fov[3te]  snyfe  schort  :  and  sorie  at  fene  ende 
heo  weren  f o  heo  fane  daij  i-sei^en  :  jwane  heo  scholden  a-to  i-wende. 
heo  ne  dorsten  no  lengore  to-gadere  beo  :  ac  wenden  to  heore  celle, 
heo  weren  bof e  swif e  sorie  :  fat  heo  ne  mitten  no  leug  to-gadere  duelle. 
po  fat  Maide  was  horn  i-come  :  sore  sik  heo  lay}, 
And  ase  it  godes  wiUe  was  :  heo  deide  fane  f ridde  daij.  66 

Seint  Beneit  in  is  celle  eode  :  his  soster  soule  he  i-seij 
In  fourme  of  a  ^wijt  Coluere  :  fleon  op  into  heuene  an  hei) ; 
heouene  openede  a-jeines  hire  :  f  e  Coluere  gan  in  flco. 
glad  was  f is  holi  man  :  fat  he  it  mi^te  i-seo  I  60 

A-moruwe  he  and  is  couent  :  f  udere  wenden  sone 
And  bureden  fat  holi  maide  :  ase  it  was  ri^t  to  done, 
bidde  we  suete  Jhesu,  crist  :  fat  is  so  fair  and  hende, 
))at  we  moten  f  udere  comen  :  ase  scholace  dude  i-wende.  64 

36    Purgatorium  saned  Patrici  abb[at]i8.^ 

SEint  pateiik  foru  godes  grace  :  makede  ane  put  in  Irlonde, 
pat  seint  patrike  purgatorie  is  icleoped  :  ^eot,  ase  ich  onderstonde. 
Ore  louerd  him  bi-tok  ane  staf  :  mid  is  owene  honde, 
]?at  he  foiid  f  ulke  purgatorie  with  :  i-hered  beo  godes  sonde !  4 

In  Irlonde  is  jeot  filke  staf  i-wust  :  dereworf  cliche  i-nov}, 
For  gret  relike  he  is  i-holde  :  and  elles  it  were  wouj. 
Seiut  paterik  in  fulke  stude  :  fat  his  purgatorie  is. 
Of  religion  bi-gan  an  hous  :  fat  }eot  stant,  i-wis,  8 

Ant  Chanoynes  f are-inne  he  makede  :  ase  ^eot  fare  beoth  al-so. 

1  I  have  published  this  legend  before  in  AiUngL  Legettden,  Paderborn,  1875, 
p.  177  ff,  together  with  two  other  Termond. 
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))ane  put  he  let  faste  closr  a-boute  :  ^at  noman  ne  come  ])ar-to. 
IT  In  ])e  churche-^erd  is  ))at  like  putt  :  rijt  toward  )>e  Est-sido, 
ri^t  est  fram  ]>e  hei^e  Au3ter  :  ]>at  manie  men  jwylene  sou^ten  wide, 
he  is  bi- walled  faste  a-boute^  :  and  faste  i>loke  ])e  jate,         ^  ]is.abo(wt« 
And  ))e  prior  haueth  ))e  kei^e  in  warde  :  ))at  no  man  ne  mot  In 

])ar-ate.  14 

Al  bi  seint  paterikes  daije  :  men  wenden  ^udere  i-lome, 
And  seth)}e  also  mani  on  :  and  fewe  a^en  ))are  come ;  16 

Ake  ))ulke  pat  ])are  comen  a^en  :  of  pot  heo  i-sei^en,  heo  tolde, 
Ase  it  is  in  ])e  house  i-write  :  and  in  priue  conseile  i-holde. — 
H  \)e  manere  is  of  euerech  man  :  ])at  for-so]>e  ]nidere  i-went, 
))at  it  beo  to  bete  is  sunnes  :  jif  ore  louerd  him  grace  [sent].      [tot  97] 
to  pe  bischope  of  pe  lond  :  furst  he  schal  him  schriue, 
And  bidde  him  leue  ))ene  wey  to  go  :  in  amendement  of  is  Hue.      22 
Ake  pe  bischop  schal  rede  heom^  J^are-a-^ein  :  and  manie  resones 

schewe,  i  r.  him 

And  segge  ))at  manie  )»udere  wendeth  :  and  a^ein  ])are  comieth  fewe* 
Ake  ^if  he  is  stable  in  is  Jjou^t :  for  al  ])at  men  him  habbez  i-bede, 
pQ  bischop  him  wole  is  lettre  make  :  to  pe  prior  of  \>e  stude.  26 

H  pe  prior  him  wole  al-so  rede  i-novj  :  for-to  chaungi  is  ))OU)t ; 
And,  3 wane  he  sijkz  him  studefast  :  ))at  he  nele  bi-leue  it  nou^t,    28 
In-to  churche  he  wole  him  lede  :  and  sette  him  a-doun  a-kne ; 
Fiftene  dawes  he  schal  ])are  :  in  is  oresones  beo.  ^  m&  praoawum 

And  ^if  heo  ne  mouwen  for  no-))ing  :  maken  chaungi  is  ))0U3t, 
With  gret  procession^  of  preostes  :  to  fe  putte  he  worth  i-broujt;  32 
With  pe  croiz  and  with  ]>e  haliwatur  :  heo  schullen  blessi  him  ech-on, 
him-sulf  he  schal  him  blessi  al-so  :  and  ])anne  into  \>e  putte  gon ; 
And  ))at  procession  schal  tuyrne  s^en  :  ase  ri^t  is  for-to  done. 
A-moruwe  In  fulke  tyme  :  heo  schullen  come  fudere  eftnsone,         36 
And,  bote  heo  finden  him  ])anne  a^en  i-come  :  with  gret  deol  and  sor 
heo  schullen  tuyrne  Sr^ein,  and  sikere  booth  :  ^at  he  ne  comez  a^en 

non-more. — 
11  hit  bi-fel  bi  fe  kingus  dai^e  steuene  :  Jjat  novfe  late  was, 
Of  a  kni3t,  fat  hei^te  sire  Ovwayn  :  a  swife  wonder  cas.  40 

to  pe  bischop  J^is  kni^t  code  :  and  to  schrifte  to  him  he  cam, 
In  grete  repeniaunce  of  is  sunnes  :  deol  and  sorewe  to  him  he  nam. 
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))e  bischop  bi-gan  to  chide  faste  :  for  )>at  he  hadde  mia-do, 

And  seide  ))at  he  was  manne  worst  :  for-to  sunegan  so,  44 

And  seide  )>at  he  ne  mi^te  so  muche  schame  a-fonge  :  ))at  he  nere 

wuyrfe  more. 
])e  knijt  sat  with  careful  heorte  :  he  si^te  and  weop  ful  sore. 
11  ^*  Sire,"  seide  fe  knijt,  "  jwan  ich  habbe  :  manne  worst  i-do, 
to  pe  sunne  J^at  grettest  is  :  mest  penaunce  mot  ))ar-to ;  48 

And  ^if  ich  a-mong  alle  men  :  mest  sunfid  am,  alas, 
pQ  gretteste  penaunce  ichulle  take  :  pat  euere  bi-founde  was  : 
Ichulle  me  take  to  godes  grace  :  and  in  is  name  i-wende 
Into  seint  paterikes  purgatorie  :  and  take  pat  god  me  wole  sonde.''  52 
"  Ov,  beu  frere,"  quath  pe  bischop  :  "be  stille,  }wi  seistfo^  sol 
Crist  for-beode  ))at  J>oy  euere  :  swuch  folie  do  I 
Onne])e  comez  ))are  ani  a-^en  :  )>at  doth  )>are-In  i-wende ; 
Nolde  god  ]>at  ]>oy  )»e  dede  dudest  :  bodi  and  soule  to  schende  I       56 
Ake  wend  into  religion  and  bi-lef  ))are  :  to  pino  lines  ende  : 
))ine  sunnes  ])ou  mijt  bete  wel  :  jif  god  ))e  wole  grace  sonde." 
"  Certes,  sire,"  quath  ])is  kni^t  : ''  ase  wel  ^ov  mi^t  beo  stille. 
For  puXke  penaimce  ichulle  do  :  31!  it  is  godes  wille ;  60 

For  ase  muche  ase  ich  habbe  of-serued  :  Ine  mai  noujt  habe  of  wo. 
))ere-fore  sei^e  ^wat  i  schal  :  for  ))udere  ichulle  go." 
IT  pe  bischop  prechede  him  faste  i-noy3  :  for-to  chaungi  is  J^ou^t ; 
Ake  aipe  laste,  ))o  he  isai}  :  ^at  it  was  al  for  nou^t,  64 

To  )>e  prior  of  pe  stude  :  his  lettres  made  sone,  [foi.  97  b.] 

))at  he  scholde  bi  him  do  :  ase  bi  swuch 'a  man  was  to  done. 
IF  pe  prior  prechede  him  faste  i-nov}  :  and  schewede  him  resones 

i-nowe, 
3if  he  mi^te  changi  is  ])0U3t :  )»at  he  him  with-drowe ;  68 

bote  is  prechinge  was  al  for  nou^t.  :  ase  he  sai)  at]>en  ende 
))at  he  nolde  lete  for  no-))ing  :  ^ene  pmlouse  wei  to  wende, 
pe  prior  nam  him  bi  J>e  bond  :  and  in-to  churche  him  brou^te. 
pare  he  ful  akne  adoun  :  and  ore  louerdes  grace  bi-sou^te ;  72 

In  fastingues  and  in  oresones  :  fourtene  nijt  he  lai. 
Forte  bidde  ore  louerdes  grace.  :  and  in  pe  foxatepe  dai 
))at  Couent  cam  a-boute  him  :  and  o)>ere  preostes  al-eo 
And  clerkes,  with  procession  :  ^e  seruise  for  him  to  do.  76 
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U  For  him  heo  songun  pe  hei^e-masse  :  and  to  ore  louerd  criJen 

faste, 
And  ore  louerdes  flechs  and  is  blod  :  hoc  ^euen  him  atj^e  laste, 
And  spreinden  him  with  holi  watur  :  and  heore  oresones  heo  seido. 
With  Croiz  and  with  procession  :  to  ))o  put  heo  gonne  him  lede,     80 
And  hei^Iiche  songun  ^e  letanie  :  and  holi  water  with  hem  here, 
And  alle  louerdes  halowe  beden  :  ])at  heo  heore^  help  were.  ^  r.  hit 

pQ  prior  on-lek  ]>e  puttes  dore  :  bi-fore  heom  och-on, 
And  seide  :  **  beu  frere,  lo  here  J>e  wei  :  |>at  J)ou  wilneat  for-to  gon. 
Ake  jif  ^ou  wolt  bi  ore  rede  do  :  pi  ^u^t  )>ou  schalt  wende 
And  in  o)}ur  manere  ))ine  snnnes  bete  :  ase  god  ))e  grace  wole  sonde  ; 
Fewe  here  comen  euere  a^en  :  )>at  wenden  here- In  bi-fore, 
.    Ake  heo  bcoth  for  torinentingue  and  for  wo  :  lif  and  soule  for-lore.*' 
H  **  Certes,  sire,"  quath  fis  knijt  :  "  rede  3wat  fov  me  rede, 
In  ore  louerdes  name  )>ane  wei  ich  take  :  to  bete  mine  miadede.      90 
Ake  for  is  loue  pat  us  deore  boujte  :  biddez  for  me  ech-on  I 
Lii.and  soule  god  ich  bi-take  :  and  In  his  name  ichulle  In  gon."    92 
he  blessede  him,  and  wende  forth  In  :  and  bi-tok  god  is  flesch  and 

is  bon ; 
))e  prior  spreinde  him  with  holi  water  :  and  lek  fe  dore  a-non. 
p'lB  guode  kni^t  wende  him  forth  :  wei  baldeliche  and  faste, 
In  one  hole  we  weie  onder  eorpe  :  and  to  god  is  heorte  caste ;  96 

SwyJ^e  deork  it  was,  ])at  he  ne  say  ri^t  nou^t  :  ne  no-^ing  him  ne 

a-gaste. 
So  longe  ])at  him  ))0U3te  he  i-sai^  :  wei  feor  lijt  a1^  laste. 
))uderward  he  wende  baldeliche  :  so  ))at  he  cam  ])ore  nei)  : 
PuidinTia.  j)Q  faireste  feld  pat  mi^te  beo  :  at]>e  wei^es  ende  he  isei^.  100 

IF  ])are-Inne  he  wende  murie  i-nov}  :  and  a-midde  pe  felde  he  fond 
pQ  faireste  halle  and  pe  nobleste  :  ])at  mi^te  beo  in  ani  lond. 
Ake  )}ct  weder  nas  nou^t  cler  :  bote  ase  it  were  nei)  eue. 
Forto  bi-holde  ))at  noble  weork  :  ane  stounde  he  gan  bi-leue.         104 
]>e  wallcs  neren  nou^t  i-hole  :  ake  al  a-boute  i-wis 
With  pilers  and  with  q^oynte  Arches  :  ase  p'lB  Monekene  cloistre  is. 
In  he  wende  a  godes  name  :  and  sette  him  al  one  an  hei^  ; 
he  bi-heold  a-boute  in-to  eche  huyrnO' :  and  )>at  quoy[n]te  weork  he 

sci).  108 
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Ase  he  bi-heold  al-so  a-boute  :  ^aro  come  In  at  ])e  on  ende 

Twelf  men  in  ^wite  clo))e8  :  8wi])e  faire  and  hende ;  [foi.  w} 

Alle  heore  crounes  weren  newe  schaue —  :  and  Bny)}e  faire  heo  him 

gretten, 
And  alle  heo  seten  faire  a-doan  :  and  )>ane  [knijt]  hi  heom  heo  setten. 
IF  \)o  seide  on  of  heom,  ase  pei  it  •))e  prior  were  :  wel  mildcliche  and 

stille : 
"  bev  frere,  i-hered  beo  Ihe^  crist  :  ))at  on  fe  brou^te  swuche  wille, 
And  late  )>e  ])at  pou^  a-godes  name  hast  bi-gonne  :  for  is  holi  grace 

wel  ende ! 
leue  bro];ur,  3 wane  ))oa  wolde^t  ^is  wei  :  for  ))ine  sunnes  wende,   116 
OpuT  ))oy  most  beon  studefast  and  hardi  :  and  in  none  manere  tuyme 

))i  ))0U3t, 
0])ur  poY  worst  fo^lore,  lif  and  soule  :  and  sone  to  )>e  deuel  i-brou^t. 
For  also-sone  ase  we  beth  heonne  i-went  :  )»e  feondes  lu]>ere  and 

wicke 
heo  woUez  come  a-boute  ye  :  In-to  pis  hous  ful  ]>icke,  120 

And  don  J)e  tormens  and  wo  i-nov^  :  and  bi-hote  \te  wel  more ; 
And  heo  wollez  also  bi-hote  )>e  loye  i-nov^  :  ^if  pov  wolt  leue  heore 

lore ; 
And  ^if  heo  mouwen  ))oru^  ani  bi-heste  :  o)}ur  enie  gile,  ^e  oner-come, 
For-so))e  ))ov  worst,  lif  and  soule  :  a-deuele  wei  al  dene  i-nome.     124 
Ake  ^if  ]>ov  art  studefast  of  heorte  :  and  on  Ihe«u  crist  wolt  ))cnche, 
Ne  for  bi-heste^  ne  for  wo  :  fram  him  ))ou  nelle  blenche,   ^  Ms.hMto  imu 
))ou  worst  quit  of  alle  ))ine  sunnes  :  ))at  pov  hast  euere  i-wrou^t, 
And  )>oy  schalt  i*seo  alle  \>e  loies  :  ]>ai  guode  men  beoth  inne  i-brou^t. 
And  al-so  )>e  pine  ])at  lu))ere  men  :  habbez  for  heore  mis-dede. 
Ake  in  )wat  wo  ))at  ^ov  euere  art  :  euere  )>ench  on  god,  ich  rede, 
IF  And  euere  )wane  heo  tormentiez  pe  :  cri  lesu  milce  and  ore. 
And,  ^if  ]K)a  art  studefast  in  gode  bi-leue  :  heo  ne  schullen  defouli  pQ 

non-more.  1 32 

We  bi-takez  ^e  god  of  heuene  :  and  ich  rede  pov  do  bi  ovre  lore." 
\)o  nuste  )}e  kn^t  jware  heo  bi-comen.  :  he  sat  and  si)te  sore, 
Elinge  he  bilefte  alone  :  and  cride  on  godes  mi^te. 
And  Armede  him  with  holie  beden  :  a^en  )>e  deuelene  to  fi^te,       136 
On  pe  holi  gost  he  cride  faste  :  poi  he  ne  scholde  him  faile ; 
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ho  lokede  euere  ^wane  heo  comen  :  him  for-to  a-saille. 

Ase  he  sat  a-godes  name  :  ])e  bataille  for-to  a-bide, 

pQie  cam  a  son  reuful  cri  :  a-bonte  in  eche  side,  140 

Ase  al])e  world  to-borste  and  to-breke  :  him  J^ou^te  it  was  alnso, 

))at,  ^ei  alle  J>e  bestes  of  ^e  worlde  :  to-gadere  weren  i-do, 

Ase^  loude  and  ase  grisliche  ase  heo  mijten  :  ^eoUinde  ech-one  heo 

were.  ^  ai,Aue      >  a/.om.       •  oZ. |>at  jif 

Ake^  heo  ne  mitten  a-mong  heom  alle  :  make  so  grisliche  here,     144 
pat^  is  hope  and  is  heorte  on  ihe«a  crist :  euere-more  heo  were,^  « r.  ner« 
Elles  he  hadde  wod  bi-come  :  and  i-lore  is  wit  for  fere. 
i>3raboU.  IF  J)o  comen  heo  a-bouten  him  :  ^icke  and  grisliche  J^ere, 

3eonijnde  and  grenninde  on  him  :  with  ful  lodlich  chore.  148 

"  bel  ami,"  quath  fo  on  of  heom  :  "  Jou  hast  a-rijt  i-do, 

Wo  owez  wel  alle  a-nonri  ^e  :  for  al  to  fewe  doth  so. 

For  aUe  o])ore  men  wollez  a-bide  :  )»at  heoro  lif  heom  boo  bi-nome, 

And  ^eot  it  is  a^en  heoro  wille  :  ])at  heo  schullon  hidere  come :     152 

And  ]>ov  art  i-como  al  bi  ]>ine  Hue  :  and  bi  ]>ine  guodo  wille  al-so ; 

Wel  ou^to  wo  )}ine  mode  jeldo  :  and  gre[t]  ])onk  also  ]>e  do. 

3 wane  pov  hast  bo])e  bodi  and  soolo  :  i^yuen  us  bi  )>ine  Hue,    Cfoi.  96  b.] 

Saunt  faille  we  ne  booth  noujt  so  onkuynde  :  ))at  we  it  nollez  jolde 

J)e  bliue,  156 

For  fo  kundenesso  ))at  f ov  to  us  come  :  al  bi  fine  oweno  lore. 
Ako  naf eles,  jif  fou  wolt  on  eorfo  :  habbo  loyo  more, 
Sikere  us  an  bond  ])at  ])ov  wolt  :  In  ore  soruiso  bi-leue 
And  wo  ])e  wolloz  ajen  to  eor)>o  bringo  :  al  sauf,  are  hit  boo  oue,    160 
And    ))oy   schalt  habbe  )»are  loye  i-nou^  :  in  halle  and  eke  in 

boure — 
For  none  men  ne  faroth  so  murio  )}are  :  ase  ]>ulke  ])at  beoth  ovre. 
hei^  man  and  noble  ))oy  schalt  beo  :  and  alio  men  schullon  honouri  ))e. 
Jwane  fov  art  ded  ant  comost  to  us  :  fou  schalt  habbe  ase  guod  ase 

wo."  164 

t)is  kni^t  ))ou3to  euere  on  lesu  crist  :  and  nolde  chaungi  is  wille. 
For  Jjrotninge  ne  for  fair  bi-hesto  :  ako  sat  him  euere  stille. 
t)o  he  nolde  graunti  nou^t  :  to  heom  for-to  wende, 
heo  3ollen  and  grenneden  on  him  foule  :  and  strong  fuyr  bi-gonne 

for-to  tiende ;  168 
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IF  p'la  kni^t  heo  bounden  honden  and  fot  :  and  a-midde  pe  f uyre  him  Prima  pena. 

caste, 
With  Irene  Ovles  and  pikes  :  heo  to-drowen  him  wel  faste. 
p'la  kni^t  hadde  gret  pine  :  wel  loude  he  crido  a-non  : 
"  Ihesus,  Ihesos,  help  me  nouj^e  :  and  do  a-wei  mine  fon ! "  172 

A-non  80  [he]  hadde  ))is  word  inseid  :  ^at  fayr  a-queinte  ech  spronke, 
And  ])e  deuelene  ne  mitten  him  non  more  to-drawe.  :  ore  louerd 

he  gan  ))onke. 
And  pQ  hardiore  he  was  i-nouj  :  po  he  pia  i-seij. 
And  )}e  lasse  he  was  of  heom  a-drad  :  ])at  weren  him  so  nei}.         176 
Wel  grisliche  heo  joUen,  pe  schrewes  :  po  heom  faillede  heore  mi^t. 
And  flouwen  echone  out  of  pe  halle  :  and  drowen  with  heom  )>is 

knijt 
A-^en  pe  grounde  heo  drowen  him  harde  :  bo]>e  hi  fet  and  honde, 
longe,  him  ))0U3te,  and  swi]>e  feor  :  al-a-boute  in  a  waste  londe.      180 
So  blac  and  deork  was  al  peX  lond  :  pat  no-pmg  he  ne  sei^ 
bote  )>e  feondes  ]>at  him  to-drowen  :  pai  so  )>icke  weren  him  nei^. 
Ake  Bwipe  softe  wind  ]>are  was  :  pai  he  heorde  onne))e, 
Ake  so  scharpe  he  bleu)  and  colde  :  pai  brou^te  him  nei^  to  de)>e ; 
Ei^t  colde  he  wende  j^oruj  is  heorte  :  and  J^oruj  al  is  bodi  also, 
\)at  him  were  leouere  pane  al  pe  world  :  pat  pe  pine  were  ido. 
\)\ia  colde  heo  drowen  him,  ase  heom^  J^on^te  :  forth  ri^t  est,  i-wis, 
Ase  ])o  Sonne  a-rist  in  somer  :  3  wane  pe  dai  lengest  is.        ^  r.  bim    188 
po  heo  comen,  ase  heom^  J^oujte  :  ri^t  to  J^e  worldes  ende, 
hi  a  brod  valeie  heo  tomeden  heom  :  and  southward  gonne  i-wendo, 
toward  pe  stude  ))at  pe  sonne  :  In  winter  doth  a-rise. 
]:)is  seli  knijt  was  i-drawe  :  and  i-pined  in  fale  wise.  192 

po  ))ou3te  him  )»at  he  i-heorde  feor  :  bi-fore  him  ase  it  were, 
Swi)}e  deolful  cri  and  wop  :  and  Bwype  revful  here  ; 
Euere  pe  neor  J^at  heo  comen  :  pe  revlokur  was  ))at  cri. 
So  longe  [heo]  drowen  him,  )>at  him  j^oujte  :  ]7at  heo  weren  ri^t  pQT-hi. 
H  po  comen  heo  into  a  wid  feld  :  non  more  ne  mi^te  beo,         ^  r.  prima  SMondai  pmm 
So  long  and  brod  in  eche  side  :  )>at  he  ne  mi^te  non  ende  inseo.     198 
Of  men  and  of  wummen  ))i8  feld  was  :  ful  in  eche  side, 
j)e  wombene  to-ward  pe  grounde  :  i-spradde  a-brod  ful  wide,       [foi.  09] 
hondene  and  fet  al  a*brod  :  to  pe  eor))e  faste  i-bounde 
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With  Irene  nailles  al  f uyrie  :  i-smite  foruj  heom  to  grounde.     »  a/,  om. 
t)i8  wrecliche  gostes  weren^  so  i-pinede  :  with  Irene  and  with  fuyre. 
So  deolful  cii  heo  maden  ))are  :  ))at  gret  deol  it  was  to  huyre ;       204 
heo  criden  merci  deolfalliche  :  Ake  no  merci  men  nolde  heom  do ; 
For  Anguische  ye  eor))e  heo  freten  :  and  hore  tongene  gnowen  alnso. 
pe  deoulene  omen  opon  hem  :  and  treden  heom  to  ^e  grounde, 
And  with  Ovles  swij>e  kene  :  maden  heom  mani  a  wounde. —      208 
Alias,  3wy  nellez  men  beon  i-war  :  and  heore  sunnes  here  bete, 
Are  heo  comen  to  purgatorie  :  and  with  pe  lu^re  gostes  mete ! 
For  ase  wel  beth  pe  schrewes  in  purgatorie  :  and  ouer-al,  ase  in  helle, 
And  schullen  for-to  )»e  daije  of  dome  come  :  telle  jwat  men  telle. — 
pe  feondes  seiden,  '^rijt  ase  []>iB]  men  booth  i-pinede  :  ]H)y  schalt 

beo  also, 
bote  ])oy  wolle  \>i  ]K)a3t  wende  :  and  after  ovre  rede  do." 
H  And  )>o  he  nolde  in  none  manure  :  to  grounde  harde  heo  him  caste 
And  tormentedon  him  ase  fe  o))ere  weren  :  and  to  pe  eorj^e  naile<len 

him  faste.  216 

Ake  he  criede  a-non  to  ihe^  ciist  :  )>o  him  smert  so  sore : 
))are  nas  non  of  ])e  schrewes  ])o  :  ]>at  mijten  serui  him  so  more. 
Tenia  peiuu  po  pQ  schrewes  i-sei^en  ^at  heo  ne  mitten  :  heore  wille  habben  ])o, 

heo  drowen  him  into  an  ofur  felde  :  wel  ful  of  more  wo.  220 

Of  Men  and  wummen  it  was  ful  :  op-ri^t  i-sprad  to  grounde, 

Fet  and  hondeno  a-to  i-drawe  :  and  to  pe  eor))e  faste  i-bounde. 

With  glowinde  biendes  al  of  Ire  :  i-nailede  heo  weren  fer-to  ; 

Al  fuyrie  naddrene  ope  heom  seten  :  and  foule  crapoudes  al-so.      224 

Some  of  ])e  naddrene  bi-clupten  heom  :  so  faste  al  a-boute 

))at  heom  ))ou3te  heo  scholden  to-berste  :  so  streite  heo  garden  heom 

with-oute ; 
Some  seten  ope  heom  :  and  heore  flesch  al-to-gnowe 
And  with  kene  tieth  al  fuyrie  :  wombe  and  breoste  to-drowe,        228 
Some  with  hore  scharpe  tounges  :  ))oru^  ))e  heorte  sore  heom  smite ; 
Some  heo  gnowen,  and  some  heo  stounge  :  and  some  with  scharpe 

tieth  heom  bite. 
))e  Crapoudes  al-so,  ))at  weren  so  foule  :  op-on  heore  breostene  sete 
And  stoungen  heom  porxx^  heore  heortene  :  with  heore  foule  wrottes 

grete.  .932 
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Jje  lu])ere  gostes  omen  al-so  :  a-boute  heom  i-nowe  >  ms.  a 

With  hokes  and  with  ou3les  :  a[nd]  ^  with  gret  eir  heom  to-drowe. 
t)e  wrechche  gostes,  so  for-pinede  :  in  swuch  torment  weren^  i-brou^t, 
heo  criden  alls  deolfuUiche  :  ake  hit  ne  halp  heom  nou^t.  ^  ai.  om.  236 
11  pe  feondes  nomen  ])i8  seli  kni^t  :  and  wolden  him  pini  al-so : 
Ake  anon  so  he  cride  on  Ihesn  crist  :  ne  mitten  heo  biinge  him 

fer-to. 
3eot  ))e  feondes  eft-sone  him  nomen  :  and  to  ^  )»ridde  f eld  him  Qu«ita  petia. 

brou^te. 
In  stronge  pine  he  sai^  )»are  wrechche  gostes  :  )»at  of  heom-self  luyte 

Tou^te,  240 

j)at  weren  i-spradde  on  ^e  eor)>e  abiod  :  and  i-smiten  ^oruj-out  ech-one 
with  nailes  ]>ickc  al  abrod  :  ase  ^are  mitten  stikie  one, 
))at  man  ne  mi^te  finde  ane  amtie  place  :  on  al  heore  bodie  so  Inyte 
))at  man  mi^te  for  ^  ^icke  nailles  :  a  fingres  ende  to  heom  puyte. 
IF  A  smart  wind  also  to  o])ur  wo  :  on  heom  bleu^  wel  faste,     [foi.99b.] 
pat  heom  J^ou^te  heo  weren  i-bamd  :  ))oru^ut  with  eche  blaste. 
))e  feondes  omen  faste  a-boute  :  fram  ech  to  o))ur  i-nowe 
And  heore  wrechche  flesch  with  ofur  wo  :  mid  Ovles  heom  to-drowo. 
\)eoB  wrechche  gostes,  so  fur-pinede  :  and  in  swuch  torment  i-brou^t, 
Bevliche  heo  criden  ase  heo  mitten  :  ake  it  ne  halp  heom  ri^t  nou3t ; 
For  heo  weren  so  clene  oueiH^ome  :  ))at  heo  ne  mitten  onne]>e 
Ani  voiz  out-bringe  bote  ase  a  man  :  )»at  were  ope  ^e  pointe  of  de])e : 
In  heore  )»rote  heo  criden  dimmeliche  :  for  heore  strenc))e  heom  was 

bi-nome 
With  muche  pine,  and  no  wonder  it  nas  :  f  ei  heo  weren  oner-come. 
pe  feondes  nomen  fla  seli  knijt  :  and  to  gronnde  him  caste. 
And  seiden,  bote  he  wolde  tume  is  )>on3t :  heo  wolden  naili  him  )»are 

wel  faste.  256 

Ake  he  cride  on  Ih^m  crist  :  and  nemde  is  holi  name : 
j)o  schrewes  ne  hadden  none  mijte  )k)  :  to  don  him  more  schame. 
3eot  heo  nomen  and  drowen  him  :  into  j^e  feor]>e  felJe,  Q"i»ta  pma. 

Ful  of  brumston  al  brenninde  :  with  stronge  leije  and  spelde.        260 
IF  Ech  manere  pine  ])at  mi^te  beo  :  In  ])ulke  felde  he  sei}  : 
Some  with  chaines  of  Ire  :  al  f uyrie,  hengen  on  heij. 
Some  bi  Armes,  some  bi  fet  :  and  bi  )>e  necke  mani  on, 
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heo  weren  an-hangede  in  stronge  fuyre  :  of  pich  and  eke  brumston ; 
Some  hengen  bi  stronge  crokus  :  I-pulte  ^oruj  ei])ar  Ey^e, 
pOTVL)  ]7e  ])rote  some  also  :  and  J^oru}  ei])ur  ere  wel  heije,  266 

And  some  ponx^  beore  deme  limes  :  and  some  Jjoni^  ))e  tete, 
))at  lenere  beom  were  ^ane  al  fe  world  :  beore  lyf  to  babbe  i-lete. 
Some  op-on  grediles  of  Ire  :  i-rostede  weren  also, 
Some  ase  gyes,  pe  spites  of  Ire  :  J^on^-out  beom  i-do ; 
Some  leyen  opri^t  a-^ein  ^e  gronnde  :  jeonijnde  wel  faste, 
pe  feondes  welden  led  and  bras  :  and  in  beore  mouj^es  caste.         272 
be  ne  mijte  bi-J^encbe  no  manere  pine  :  ^at  be  ne  sai}  mo  per. 
bim  ]H)n)te  be  sai}  ^are  mani  on  :  ])at  be  kney  on  eor))e  ber. 
j)e  feondes  bim  casten  a-midde  )>is  pine  :  a-mong  ^is  o]>ere  ecb-on : 
And  be  cride  on  lesu  crist  :  and  was  deliored  a-non.  276 

sntapena.  If  3oot  ))is  feondes  ^is  selie  kn^t :  into  an  o))ur  place  buy  drowe. 
))are-Inne  be  i-sai^  a  gr^slicb  jweol  :  witb  spokene  longe  i-nowe ; 
))at  on  ende  bangede  toward  ]>e  grounde  :  ^at  o))ur  op-on  beij, 
Ful  it  was  of  bokes  and  pikes  :  wel  )>icke,  ase  be  i-seij  ;  280 

j)ia  bokes  and  pia  pikes  weren  :  faste  i-riuen  al-so, 
Witb  wrecbcbe  gostes  al-a-boute  :  fat  )»aron  weren  i-do. 
Al  brenninde  was  ))is  sorie  ^weol  :  and  stinkinde  of  brumston ; 
t)e  wrecbcbe  gostes  fat  f ar-on  bengen  :  brenninde  weren  ecb-on.   284 
p\a  feondes  wenden  fortb  a-non  :  and  beore  bokes  faron  caste 
In  eifur  side,  a[nd]^  tur[n]den  a-boute  :  fis  sori  ^weol  so  faste, 
))at  of  f e  gostus  fat  faron  bengen  :  no-fing  beo  ne  sei^e —  >  ms.  a 

So  faste  beo  tomeden  fat  jweol  a-boute —  :  bote  f e  brenninde  leije ; 
Ake  deolfullicbe  beo  criden  and  joUen  :  euer-ecb  in  is  ende. — 
Alas,  ^wi  nellez  men  beon  i-war  :  are  beo  beonnes  wende,  [foi.  loo] 

Jwane  be  mitten  bere  witb  a  luytel  pine  :  bete  beore  mis-dede 
And  fare  beo  scbullen  so  bitere  a-bugge  :  alas,  f e  wrechbede ! —  292 
))is  feondes  nomen  fis  seli  kni^t  :  and  on  f  is  ^weol  bim  caste 
And  witb  fis  of  ere  wrecbcbe  gostes  :  tomeden  bim  a-boute  faste  : 
Sone  be  cride  on  Ihe«u  crist  :  deliuered  be  was  a-non ; 
t)e  feondes  stoden  and  bi-beolden  :  witb  dreori  mod  ecb-on.  296 

SepUmapena.  IT  Eft  heo  nomen  bim  bitterlicbe  :  and  ferrore  ^uyt  bim  ladde, 

And  barleden  him  fortb  wel  revfullicbe  :  and  loude  pollen  and  gradde. 
bi-fore  him  he  sai^  an  bous  stonde  :  long  and  brod  i-nov^ ; 
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stunch  and  bete  j^at  ))arof  cam  :  him  j^ou^te  al-mest  [him]  a-slou}.  300 

ho  with-stod,  and  noldo,  is  ))onkes  :  for  stunche  gon  non  ner ; 

"  Ferroie  ])ov  schalt/'  )>e  fendes  seiden  :  "  ))ou  ne  schalt  nonjt  a-bide 

her; 
A  bath  it  is  )»at  ^ov  isijcst  :  and  ))aivinne  ])oy  schalt  beo  303 

And  hsLpi  with  oj^ere  )»at  )}are  beoth  :  ne  schalt  ^oy  nou)t  so  fleo." 
pe  gostes  ^at  )»are-inno  weren  :  wel  deolfuUiche  ciide 
And  pollen  loude,  ase  he  i-heorde  :  a-boute  in  eche  side. 
))is  kni^t  with  ))is  foule  wi^tes  :  Into  pQ  grete  house  cam. 
Of  tormens  ))at  he  ))are  isai^  :  grot  gome  with-alle  he  nam.  308 

ful  of  puttes  and  of  diches  :  pai  hous  with-inne  it  was ; 
More  seoruwe  ne  more  stunch  :  neuere  i-sei^e  nas : 
hoo  weren  folle  of  stronge  tormens  :  boillinde  euer-ech-on 
Of  wallinde  led,  and  i-fulde  heo  weren  :  of  piche  and  bmmstoiL    312 
Wrechche  gostus  ))are-inne  seten  :  ^e  torment  tilde  wel  beije  : 
Some  a-boue  ))e  heued  :  and  some  ri^t  to  ]7e  Eyje, 
Some  to  ]7e  nose,  and  some  to  pe  mouth  :  and  some  op  to  pe  swere 
And  some  to  heore  breostene  :  and  a-bou^ten  heore  sunnes  ful  deore, 
And  some  to  heore  nauele  :  and  some  ne))errore  more,  317 

And  some  stoden  op  to  heore  knen  :  and  criden  and  weopen  sore, 
And  some  stoden  In  with  bo]>e  fet  :  and  some  with  ))at  on ; 
Deolf  olliche  heo  weopen  and  criden  :  and  joUen  euerechon.  320 

IT  "Nov  J>ov  i-sixt,"  qne]>en  ^  feondes  :  "  jwoder-In  fov  schalt  gon, 
bote  }>ov  wolle  an-of  ur  spoke  :  and  to  us  tuyme  a-non." 
heo  nomen  and  casten  him  In  a  putte.  :  on  lesus  a-non  he  cride : 
Op  he  cam  a-non  a-^en  :  and  no  lengore  he  ne  moste  j^are  a-bide.  324 
heo  nomen  him  in  grete  wrath]>e  :  and  harleden  hiTn  fenere  more,       [Oc»«up«M.] 
And  brou^ten  him  opon  a  swy))e  gret  hul  :  ful  of  sorewe  and  sore, 
he  stod  and  bi-heold  a-boute  :  po  ho  cam  ))are-op  an  heij ; 
him  wondrede  of  \>e  manie  gostes  :  pat  he  )>are  i-seij.    ^  ai.  M  «iie     328 
Alio  ])e  pinene^  ^at  he  hadde  or  i-sei^e  :  ))are-i^en  nou^t  nere : 
I-clui}te  heo  seten  ope  heore  ton  :  and  quakeden  revliche  for  fere. 
In  pe  south-half  of  ))o  hul  :  a  deop  water  ))are  was  and  lou^, 
pai  foule  stonk,  and  caldore  was  :  ]>aue  ani  ys  o)»ur  snov^.  332 

A  nor))eme  wind  fasle  blcv)  :  ^at  him  ))ou^te  is  flesch  to-rende ; 
Euere  |?are  seten  gostes  :  and  a-^ein  pe  winde  heom  wende, 
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heo  quakoden  and  chynereden  faste  :  in  grete  pine  and  stronge/ 
Ase  ho-80  seith  a-bidet  fare  heore  time  :  heore  deth  for-to  a-fongo. 
"  lo,"  seide  on  of  fe  feondes  :  "  f ov  nost  noujt  jwat  istis ;     [» foL  loo  b.] 
bote  fov  tome  ))i  Jjou^t  sone  :  fou  schalt  i-wite,  i-wis." 
Ne  hadde  he  bote  f\a  word  i-seid  :  ]>at  ]>are  ne  cam  a  wind  blowe 
And  drof  alle  pia  wrechche  gostes  :  into  J^e  deope  watnr  ful  lowe ;  340 
IF  f)Q  "Notpevne  wynd  drof  heom  a-doun  :  al  mid  one  blaste, 
And  alle  f  e  gostes,  and  ])ene  kni3t  :  a-midde  \>e  watere  hem  caste. 
More  pine  ne  mijte  non  beo  :  of  stronge  chele  ne  of  stunche 
))ane  )}is  gostes  )>arinne  hadden  :  pare  ne  mi^te  non  at-blenche.      344 
\)o  pe  kni^t  ))e  stronge  pine  :  of  )}is  water  i-felde, 
he  gan  to  crie  on  Ihe^u  crist  :  ))at  faillede  him  ful  selde  : 
A-non-ri3t  with-oute  lette  :  op  of  pis  watere  man  him  ^  drovj.  |,JJi,'oin.) 
Ake  f is  wrechche  gostes  lefden  fere  :  with  sorewe  and  wo  i-novj. 
For  in  )>at  water,  fat  was  so  cold  :  and  so  foule  stonk  also,  349 

]pis  gostes  swymden  op  and  doun  :  in  mucho  sorewe  and  wo ; 
j)Q  feondes  omen  opon  fe  watere  :  so  men  doth  on  fe  londe, 
And  jwane  ani  wolde  coueri^  op  :  with  fote  ofur  with  honde,       352 
heo  pulten  him  a-doiin  a-^en  :  fat  fare  ne  a-scapede  non ;       ^  ai.  eiM«ri 
))are  was  wo  and  sorewe  i-nou^  :  a-mong  heom  euerechou. 
IT  J?is  feondes  wenden  forth  a-non  :  and  f e  seli  kni^t  eft  nome, 
And  drowen  him  into  a  sori  stude  :  fare  neuer  er  heo  ne  come.     356 
heo  comen  and  stoden  ouer  a  put  :  wyd  it  was  and  deop  i-nov^ ; 
A  brenninde  smoke,  fat  foule  stonk  :  op  of  fe  putte  drov^, 
t)at  onnef e  f  e  kny3t  mi^te  stonde  :  for  sori  stunch  f ai-e-nei^. 
Wrechche  gostes  in  f is  put  :  in  fat  sori  smoke  he  sei^  360 

Fleo  op  and  doun  al  brenninde  :  ase  speldene  doth  of  fuyre. 
And  in-to  f  e  putte  eft  fullen  a-doun  :  f o  heo  ne  mi3ten  no  leng  duyre. 
him  f ou^te  he  was  al  ouer-corae  :  for  f e  stunche  fat  far-op  of  drovj  ; 
))are-bi  him  fou^te  fat  in  fe  gromide  :  was  soruwe  and  deol  i-novj. 
"  3wy  stanst  fov  so?  "  fe  fendes  seiden  :  "  finchf  fe  farof  wonder, 
Of  fis  swete  smoke  fat  here  bloweth  :  and  ^wat  put  beo  fare-onder? 
Puteum  H  In  fis  put  is  ovre  woneingue  :  for  f e  put  of  helle  it  is ; 

And,  for  fov  us  hfist  i-serued  wel  :  here  fov  schalt  wonie,  i-wis,    368 

For  alle  fat  us  seruieth  wel  :  hidere  heo  schuUen  wende ; 

And,  3if  fov  comest  here-in  with  us  :  fov  worst  here  with-outen  ende. 
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))are-fore  i  rede  tome  fi  ))0U3t  :  and  do  us  here  man-rede 

And  we  schullen  fene  wei  ase  we  come^  :  al  sauf  a-^en  fo  lede  ;    372 

)?ov  scbalt  on  eor))e  al  ))i  lijf  habbe  :  richesse,  and  loye  al-so,  *  ms.  conne 

For  we  schullen  on  eor))e  J>e  finde  i-nov^  :  ase  ri^t  is  fat  we  do." 

po  ))e  kni^t  for-sok  heore  bi-heste  :  ase  he  hadde  er  i-lome, 

lieo  smiten  heom  a-doun  into  pe  putte  :  and  ))ene  kni^t  with  heom 

nome.  376 

J3e  deoppore  fat  heo  comen  :  )>[e]  braddere  fe  put  was ; 
Ake^  al  fe  wo  fat  he  isai^  er  :  a-^ein  fat  nou^t  it  nas.  >  ai.  >at 

Of  stunch,  of  brenninge,  and  of  of  ur  wo  :  fe  kni^t  was  so  ouer-come 
))at  is  f ov^t  toward  lesu  crest  :  nei^  him  was  bi-nome ;     [foi.  loi]     380 
So  rauche  pine  nas  neuere  i-sei^e —  :  him  f ou3te  ase  f ei  he  felde 
pat  he  was  nei^  ope  fe  pointe  :  fene  gost  op  to  jelde. 
Ake  ore  louerd  a-mong  al  is  wo  :  grace  him  ^af  atfe  laste 
)?at  he  f ou3te  on  Ihesn  crist :  and  to  him  cride  [faste].^  >  ms.  at)>e  laate  384 
A  smoke  fare  cam  smite  up  a-non  :  mid  one  wel  stronge  blaste 
peuQ  kni^t  an  hei^  a-boue  fe  putte  :  and  manie  of  ere  ^  gostes,  caste. 
pe  kni^t  ^wirlede  op  in  fis'blast :  ase  speldene  doth,  wel  wide,  >  ai.om. 
Atfe  laste  he  Ii3te  a-doun  :  a-boue  f e  putte  hi  side.  388 

pave  he  stod  and  bi-heold  arboute  :  ase  man  fat  witles  were, 
])at  for  f e  pine  fat  he  hadde  i-haued  :  he  nuste  hov  he  cam  fere. 
j3o  he  hadde  longe  i-stonde  al  one  :  and  bi-holde  a-bouto, 
pare  comen  blaste  op  of  f  e  putte  :  deuelene  a  gret  rou3te  392 

And  [stoden]  hi  him  al  a-boute  :  al  newe  as  f  ei  heo  were ; 
Ase  him  fou3te,  he  no  8ai3  hem  :  neuer  er  bote  f o  fere, 
heo  bi-heolden  him  wel  grisliche  :  and  grenneden  on  him  al-a-boute, 
And  seiden,  "  3wi  stanst  fov  here  al  onel  :  fov  most  come  into  OYre 

rovte."  396 

heo  seiden,  "  tolden  ore  felawes  f e  :  fat  f is  was  f e  put  of  belle  1 

hit  nis  nou3t  so,  ake  we  woUez  sone  :  for  ri3te  sofe  fe  telle. 

Nostf ov  nou3t  fat  it  is  ore  ri3te  :  to  li3en  euere-mo, 

And  fat  we  with  lesingues  bi-traieth  men  :  bote  it  mowe  of  ur  go  1 

And  so  ore  felawes  louwen  fe  :  fat  f is  was  f e  put  of  belle ;  401 

Ake  f OY  scbalt  come  f  udere  with  us  :  and  f  e  sofe  we  wollez  f e  telle." 

IF  ])is  deouelene  harleden  fane  kni3t  forth  :  fat  wo  was  him  to-drawe, 

)}at  him  were  leouere  fane  ani-f ing  :  fat  he  hadde  i-beo  of  lif-dawe. 
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So  ))at  heo  comen  to  a  swy]>e  gret  watur  :  deop  and  brod  i-novj  ; 

A  strong  mist^  ))at  foule  stonk  :  op  of  ))is  watere  droY^  406 

Of  brumston  and  of  o))ur  wo —  :  so  strong  stiincli  neuere  he  no  sei^, 

)}at  mid  al  ))e  pine  of  pe  world  :  onne)^  he  stod  |}ere-nei3.  408 

A  brugge  psLte  was  ouer  f&t  watur  :  smallere  ne  mi^te  non  beo ; 

pe  smoke  was  so  ))icke  al-a-boute  :  pai  oimepe  he  mi^te  [it]  i-eeo. 

))o  seiden  ))o  sorie  fendes  :  "  we  seggez  pe  i-wis 

)}at  onder  ))is  deope  watere  :  ))e  put  of  helle  so  is.  412 

And  pskt  pov  schalt  sone  i-wite  :  for  ]>ov  schalt  sone  a-non 

ouer  ])is  watur,  ])at  is  so  deop  :  opon  ]>is  brugge  gon, 

And  we  schullen  pe  sende  swuch  a  wynd  :  ))at  schal  pe  amidde  caste^ 

And  ore  felawes  ))at  beoth  bi-neothe  :  schullen  ))e  nime  wel  ^te 

And  drawe  pe  doun  forth  with  hem  :  Into  helle  grounde  a-non. 

Cum  nov))e  forth  and  pouj  schalt  :  op-on  ]>is  brugge  gon."  418 

heo  nomen  \>\a  seU  kni^t  :  and  op-on  ))is  brugge  drowe, 

And  maden  him  go  ))ere,  is  on-]>onkes  :  with  wrechhedes  i-nowe.  420 

})reo  ])ingus  vue!e  i-nowe  :  on  Jis  bnigge  were :  »  ai.  nmijit  dm 

)}at  on  was,  for  heo  was  so  hei^  :  poi  no  gost  ne^  mijte  for  fere 

)}are-oppe  gon  and  so  deope  a-doun  :  habbe  so  grisliche  si^te ; 

)}at  opuT  was,  for  heo  was  so  narov^  :  ))at  onne]}e  ani-]>ing^  mi3te  424 

})are-oppe  sette  ani  fot  :  put  he  ne  f uUe  a-doun  a-non  ; »  a/,  me    [fd.  loi  b.] 

})Q  ))ri(lde,  ))at  heo  was  so  slider  :  ))at  man  ne  mi^te  ])are-oppe  gon 

bote  he  slide  and  felle  a-doun  :  so  slei3  man  neuere  nere. 

)?eos  pTQO  ))inges  ]>esno  selie  kni^t  :  brou^ten  in  grete  fere,  428 

For  heo  was  narovj,  and  slider,  and  hei3  :  pat  he  ne  scholde  him  so^ 

bi-telle, 
3 if  l^at  he  glufbe^  in  ani  half  :  pat  he  ne  fuUe  in-to  helle.  >  ai.  glide 

IT  })are-oppe  he  was  with  strencfe  i-broujt  :  and  f are-oppe  i-maket  to 

gon. 
So  gret  drede,  ase  him  ))0U3te  :  no  hadde  he  neuer  er  non.  432 

Ake  sone  he  ))0U3to  on  ihe^u  crist :  ))at  so  ofte  him  sauede  er, 
And  cride  on  is  holie  name  :  )7at  he  were  is  helpe  pet. 
he  code  forth  we[l]  baldeliche  :  and  fe  innore  fat  he  cam 
J3e  hardiore  him  J}ou3to  he  was  :  and  fe  betero  heortc  to  him  he  nam, 
And  pe  braddore  was  is  wei —  :  so  longe  forth  he  code, 
J3at  it  was  so  brod  Jmt  fere  inijte  :  a  carte  gon  for  neode,  438 


ST.  Patrick's  puroatort.     thb  fibmds  cease  to  persecute    213 

SIR   OWATN.      HE   GOES   THROUGH   A   GLORIOUS  GATE. 

And  80  longe,  jrat  tuei  cartes  mijte  :  met«n  heom  wel  i-novj. 

})e  kni3t  \)0  wel  baldeliche  :  ase  a  maisier  forth  him  droi^.  440 

l)Q  feondes  stodcn  bi-ne]>e  ]>e  bnigge  :  and  seijcn  him  so  faste  gon, 

And  for  al  ])e  wo  ])at  heo  him  duden  :  ne  ouer-cam  him  nou^t  on ; 

heom  ]>ou3te,  it  was  al  for  non^t  :  after  him  to  honten  more : 

grisliche  heo  gonne  forto  jeolle  ;  ant  to  crie  and  wepe  sxiyfe  sore, 

pai  for  pe  ^eoUinge  ))at  heo  maden  :  he  hadde  wel  more  fere         445 

)?ane  of  al  ])e  pine  ]>at  he  hadde  er  :  so  lodlich  was  po  here ; 

IF  heore  Oules  heo  nomen  and  heore  hokes  :  and  toward  him  casten 

an  heij ; 
Ake  ])are  nas  non  ])at  him  touchi  mijte  :  ne  no-])ing  come  him  nei^. 
So  ]>at  al  sauf  with  alle  loye  :  ouer  ])is  watere  he  him  drov),         449 
And  ]}e  feondes  lefden  bi-hinde  :  with  grete  soniwe  ant  sor  i-nou) — 
In  helle  is  heore  kujnde  heritage  :  and  elles  for-so^  it  were  wovj ! 
heo  leten  him  go  jwodere  he  wolde  :  and  ne  fondeden  him  non  more, 
And  heolden  heom  cleneliche  ouer-come  :  for  al  heore  false  lore. 
)}is  knijt  wende  him  forth,  sauf  i-nonj —  :  ])at  he  hadde  eioie  deore  a- 

boujt,  454 

And  ])onkede  ^eome  Ikem  crist :  ])at  ]re  feondes  ne  siweden  him  noujt. 
)?at  watur  he  passede  sauf  inov}  :  and  for]>ere  ]>ene  wey  he  nam. 
\)e  con  trie  him  J^ou^te  murie  i-nou}  :  ]>are-forth  pai  he  cam  ; 
pQ  forJ)ere  ])at  he  wende  :  pe  more  marev))e  he  sei^.  458 

So  [longe]  pat  he  i-sai}  ane  wal  :  BVf'ipe  noble  and  heij — 
So  riche  weork  nas  neuere  i-seije  :  ase  him  [Jyoujte]  p&i  ))arK)n  was ; 
And  swypQ  fair  )at  ])aron  he  saij  :  ])at  neuere  swuch  i-seije  nas  ; 
pat  jat  schon  swy))e  bri^te  :  ase  ))ei  it  al  gold  were,  462 

Folle  of  derewurjw  stones  i-pi^te  :  none  richere  neuere  nere. 
him  ]'0U3te,  are  he  ])udere  cam  :  is  wei  ful  longe  laste.  464 

po  he  cam  iorpare  a  lujtel  wi^t  :  he  stod  and  bi-heold  it  faste. 
pat  {^aty  wende  op  ajen  him  :  and  a-non-rijt  with  pe  dede  >  om. 

paie  cam  smite  out  a  swote  smel  :  and  wide  a-boutQ  gan  sprede, 
)}at  him  J^oujte,  ]>ei  al  po  world  :  swote  spices  were,  468 

So  muche  swotnesse  ne  mi^te  jiuen  :  ase  ])at  suote  smul  dude  ))ere. 
In  so  gret  loje  him  ))0U3te  he  was  :  ]>at  ]>ei  he  hadde  beo  i-brou^t  ^ 
In-to  al  pe  soruwe  pat  he  was  er  :  it  ne  schulde  him  habbe  i-greued 

nou^t.  /  [>foi.ioi] 


he  bi-heold  in  at  J)ia  jato  :  fo  ho  cam  ^r-nei;  :  472 

More  clomesse  naa  neuere  i-seijo  :  him  ))o.ujte,  J>ane  he  fere  i-seij. 

Ase  he  volde  ftare-In  wende  :  ajein  him  fare  cam  gon 

A  pivKeasion  fair  i-novj  :  of  nobla  men  ech-on, 

with  creoiz  and  with  taperes  :  and  with  baneres  dere ;  476 

I-reuaated  faire  muche  folk  waa  :  and  ech  hadde  is  fere. 

Some  wero  bischopus  and  Ercedeknes  :  and  Bome  Monekes  and  freiea, 

And  euerech,  him  folate,  hadde  fe  Abite  :  fat  heo  wereden  here. 

with  fe  meate  loye  fat  mijte  beo  :  fia  knijt  was  onder-fonge,       480 

And  i-lad  In  with  loyo  i-novj  r  mid  solaa  and  murie  aonge. 

J)o  fis  murie  song  was  i-do  :  to  him  aone  fare  come 

Tweien  aso  it  maistres  ncren  :  and  bi  fo  honde  him  nome, 

And  welcomeilen  him  wel  mildelicho  :  and  f  onkeden  ore  louerd  faste, 

))at  him  sonde  so  guode  bi-leuc  :  so  stableliche  for-to  laata. 

heo  lodden  him  a-boute  and  scheiveden  him  :  fat  lond  for  and  ner : 

So  muche  loie  and  cicrncsso  :  him  foujte  he  ne  saij  neuer  er. 

V  Ase  fe  Sonne  bi-nimez  fe  lijt  :  of  Candle  a-boute  Midday,  488 

Also  it  bi-nam  fo  Sonne  hire  Ii'oin  :  )iim  fou;t«,  ase^  he  fare  i-saij. 

So  long  and  brod  f e  place  was  :  fat  he  ne  mijte  non  ende  i-seo : 

A  fair  Medwe  he  sai;  ^  with  swete  doures  :  swottere  ne  mijte  non  beo, 

Treon  al-so  with  noble  fruyt  ;  fat  sinulde  bwoIb  Inovj  ;  1  "J'  ^  HilJ^'tiirf 

And  fe^  ewotneaso  of  eiiernBch  stude  :  al  a-houle  op  drouj,     '  «/.  so  gr« 

Jjat  fire  with-oute  mete  and  druiich  :  him  foujt<?,  euere-mo 

he  mijtc  hbbo  with  alle  loie  :  jif  ho  moste  f are-Inne  go. 

It  was  fere  euere  i-licho  lijt  :  and  euere  it  was  dai.  496 

So  muche  folk  in  none  place,  him  foujte  :  neuer  er  he  ne  saij. 

Ech  Compaygnie  to  ofur  drovj  :  and  ech  bi  ofur  atod, 

With  murie  song  and  Melodic  :  and  gladnesse  in  heoie  mod, 

Jjat  ech  of  ofur  fe  more  loye  :  to-gadcre  heo  niijten  a-fonge ;         500 

Al-nii]ti  god,  fnt  heoiii  schop  :  beo  hcreden  In  hcore  songe. 

And  ase  sum  steorre  fat  )o  i-aeoth  :  brijtore  fane  ofur  ia, 

Also  was  hi  hoom,  for  some  wcrcn  r  clerore  fane  some,  i-wis ; 

Ako  f tdkc  fat  mcst  dosk  was  :  him  fou^te,  was  moi'c  cler  504 

And  brijtore  schon,  fane  ani  gold  :  fat  he  i-sai;  euer  cr. 

IT  Kch  weredo  clojies  of  fe  en-taile  :  fat  heo  wereden  on  eorfa  hero: 

Monekcs  ase  it  to  Mouek  bi-feol  :  and  fi'cres  ase  to  frero ; 
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PARADISE  FROM   WHICH   ADAM   WAS   DRIVEN. 

So  fat  heo  hadden  heore  ri^te  founne  :  ake  wel  brijtore  was  horo  hev, 

Ant  jwat  men  heo  were  on  eor))e  :  bi  heore  clo))inge  he  knev. 

Some  hadden  ))e  croune  of  golde  :  an-ouewarde  pe  heued  ido,        510 

And  some  beren  in  heore  hond  :  ^eordeno  of  golde  al-so. 

And  alle  heo  ]>onkeden  Ihe<^u  crist :  ])at  so  studefast  heorte  him  sonde, 

pe  knijt,  for  al  ]>e  pine  ))at  he  hadde  :  is  heorte  enes  ne  wende ; 

Ech-one  heom  J^ou^te  pat  for  him  :  In  pe  more  loje  heo  were.       514 

ho  stod  and  bi-heold  al  pia  loie  :  as  ])ei  no  wit  on  him  nere. 

)}e  on,  ase  it  heore  maister  were  :  is  Mouth  ondude  wel  sofbe  [foi.  los  b.] 

And  welcomede  him  wel  mildeliche  :'and  ))onkede  ore  louerd  ofte, 

)?at  swuch  porpos  him  hadde  i-send  :  and  studefast  heorte  al-so,     518 

)?at  he  ne  chaungede  nou^t  is  ]>oa3t  :  for  al  |}at  him  was  i-do. 

"  bev  frere,"  he  seide,  "  i-herd  beo  god  :  ))at  fe  hauez  hidere  i-broujt 

And  a-mong  alle  ])ine  stronge  fon  :  studefast  i-wust  ]>i  ])0i^t ! 

Of  ]>e  pine  of  sunfule  gostes  :  I-fondet  ))oy  hauest  i-nou^,  522 

And  ))are-with  pine  sunnes  i-bet  :  and  elles  it  were  wouj. 

IF  ))0Y  mi3t  here  sumdel  i-seo  :  ])at  ))ov  wilnest  more,  524 

Of  \fe  loye  ])at  guode  soulene  habbez  :  pai  comieth  to  milce  and  ore. 

t>is  place  pat  we  inne  booth  :  ich  wene  )70V  ne  knowest  noujt : 

It  is  eorfelich  parays  :  J>at  Adam  was  Inne  i-brou3t 

And  ])at  he  was  Inne  ymad  :  and  seth))e  for  is  mis-dede  528 

he  was  i-cast  out  ))ar-of ,  and  we  also  :  on  eor])e  into  alle  wrechchehede ; 

IF  Al  ))e  loye  fat  )>oy  i-sixt  her  :  he  hadde  to  is  wills, 

Ake  he  ne  mi3te,  \>o  he  was  out  i-cast  :  far-of  i-seo  wurth  a  fille. 

Of  wrechhede  we  beoth  i-kened  :  and  of  sunful  blode  i-come :        532 

And  fat  us  is  foru^  godes  grace  :  ant  foru^  ore  cn'stinedom  bi-nome. 

Ak  fat  we  aftur  ore  crtstindom  :  of  sunne  on  eorf e  wroi^te, 

On  eorf  e  of  ur  in  purgatorie  :  wel  deore  we  it  boiijte  : 

For  we  alle  fat  f ou  here  i-sixt  :  fare-forth  hidere  come  536 

And  ore  sunnes  fare  betten  :  and  harde  penaunce  nome, 

Ne  mi^te  we  elles  here  come.  :  ase  guod  bi  f  e  it  is  :  , 

For  3if  fine  sunnes  nere  for-jiue  :  fov  ne  come  noujt  here,  i-wis.- 

And  alle  fat  fov  fare  i-seije  :  to  us  fudere  heo  schullen  wende,     540 

And  al  dai  doth  some,  jwane  heo  habbez  :  heore  penaunce  i-brou^t  to 

ende. 
Neuer  on  not  hoy  longe  he  schal  :  fare  bi-leue,  i-wis ; 
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PARADISE,  GETS   A  QLIMPSB  OF   HKAYKN. 

For  ho-80  ani  freond  on  eor]w  hath  :  mid  him  po  hetere  it  is : 

Jporu^  massene  and  pom^  ofnr  beden  :  and  foruj  almea-dede  544 

Man  mai  hore  pine  muche  a-legge  :  and  ])e  sonoie  ovt  ]>a]>of  heom 

lede. 
And  jwane  ani  of  heom  hidere  comez  :  a^en  him  we  wendez  ech-on, 
Ase  we  duden  a-jein  ])e,  with  loye  :  and  ledez  him  In  a-non. 
Ake  non  of  us  nis  juyt  wuyrth]>e  :  in-to  heuene  for-to  wende,       548 
Xe  neuere  on  not  }wane  ovre  louerd  :  after  ani  of  us  wole  sende ; 
For  ech  man  fai  in-to  heuene  schal  :  ))oru}  purgatorie  mot 
And  seth])e  into  eor))eliche  parays  :  ase  we  beoth  noy])e,  wel  ich  wot. 
For  pia  is  ovre  kuyude  heritage  :  i-wrou^t  we  weren  ])ar-to,  552 

Al  for-to  ore  furste  fader  it  a-gulte  :  and  for-to  he  hadde  ims<lo ; 
here  we  scholden  alle  habbe  i-beon  i-bore  :  and  i-leoued  ore  lif  al-eo, 
For  ore  louerd  wold  ))at  we  weren  :  In  fe  more  loye  i-do. 
))ei  men  beon  ovt  heonnes  i-cast  :  here-forth  heo  moten  wende      556 
And^  a^en,  ar  heo  to  heouene  come  :  aftur  heore  Hues  ende.     >  om.and 
Ake  al  ))e  loye  ))at  is  here  :  nis  no-]>ing,  i-wis, 
A-jein  ]>e  leste  loye  of  heouene  :  wel  muche  pe  meste  is. 
Sum-])ing  ])ov  schalt  of  heuene  i-sco  :  In  a  place  here-nei)."  560 

he  ladde  him  op-on  an  heij  hul  :  and  bad  him  bi-holde  on  heij,^ 
And  axede  him  of  ^wuch  colur  were  :  heuene  op-ri3t  fere.       P  ft>L  i«] 
he  seide,  him  f oujte  rijt  ase  gold  :  fat  puyr  wallinde  were. 
"  3e,"  seide  fis  ofur, "  fis  is  fe  wei  :  fat  geth  ri3t  to  heuene  blis,  564 
And  fat  is  fe  ^at  of  parays  :  fat  with-oute  heuene  jcond  is. 
IF  Ech  day  some  of  purgatorie  :  comez  hidere  us  to, 
And  some  of  us  to  heuene  wendez  :  eucr-^che  daye  also ; 
So  fat  [we]  wexoz  eche  daie  :  and  waniez,  f ov  sixt  lo ;  568 

We  nutez  3wuch  of  us  it  schal  beo  next :  bote  as  god  wole  habbe 

i-do. 
Ech  dai  f  e  3wuyle  we  here  beoth  :  ore  louerd  us  fedez  ene 
with  riche  metes  of  heuene  :  fat  swete  is  and  clenc ; 
3wuche  f ulke  metes  beon  :  are  f ov  heonnes  wende  572 

with  us  fov  schalt  sone  i-wite  :  3 wane  god  it  wole  us  sende." 
Ne  hadde  he  bote  o  word  i-seid  :  fat  fare  ne  cam  a-li3te 
A  manere  brez  frani  heouene  a-doun  :  fat  schon  wel  clere  and  bri3te, 
]?at  ouer-spradde  al  fat  lond  :  and  a  clor  leome  fare-with-oute,       576 
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PARADISE,   IS  told   WHAT  ITS  JOTS  ARE. 

And^  opon  euereches  heued  a-lijte  a-doun  :  wel  faire,  with-outon 

douiey^  ^  al.  om.       *  aL  derore  )>aiie  abouto 

And  op^n  fia  kni^ies  heued  al-so  :  an  pom)  him  smot  a-non, 
And  ))oru3  euerech  lime  and  lith  of  him  :  ]>at  swete  lijt  gan  gon ; 
))a[t]  so  muche  wille^  and  loye  :  him  ))oa3te,  neuere  he  nadda     580 
he  stod,  ase  pei  he  were  i-nomen  :  for  loye  ^t  he  ])o  hadde,  >  r.wuine? 
3we))ur  he  were  qiiik  ojmr  ded  :  bote  ase  he  in  metingue  were, 
louerd,  murie  is  Je  loye  of  heuene  :  ase  he  i-felde  wel  fere  ! 
Ake  it  ne  laste  heom  bote  luytele  }wile  :  ))at  fe  leome  ne  with- 

drovj ;  684 

And  na]>eles,  ])ei  it  luyte  laste  :  ))ar-of  heo  weren  folle  i-novj. 
})Q  kni^t  stod  and  bi-heold  a-boute  :  and  is  rijte  stat  ondeivstod. 
So  fol  he  was  of  ))at  holi  leome  :  ]>at  so  swete  was  and  guod  : 
him  ))0Ti3te,  pei  he  leonede  euere-more  :  and  nenereft  more  ne  ete,  588 
Nq  scholde  him  nener-eft  to  mete  luste  :  so  guod  was  ]>e  leome  and 

sweta 
'*  Lo/'  seide  pia  o))Tir  gost :  ]>at  schewede  him  al  ))is  place, 
"  Sum-del  ]>ov  hast  nou]>e  iseije  :  of  oie  louerdes  grace 
IF  Of  ))e  pine  ]>at  ]>e  wrechche  gostes   :  habbeth  for  heore  mis- 

dede,  592 

And  of  ))e  loye  ))at  guode  gostes  :  in  parays  doth  lede, 
And  sum-del  of  pe  grete  loie  :  ]>at  in  pe  rijte  heuene  is. 
Eche  daije  we  booth  i-fedde  :  ones  with  swuche  loie  and  blis, 
And  ]>anne  beo  we  al  dai  folle  i-no^  :  for-to  ore  louerd  more  us 

sonde :  596 

In  swuche  loie  heo  beoth  ]>at  booth  in  heouene  :  and  wor])ez  with- 

oute  ende, 
And  juyt  sum-del  in  more  :  it  ne  faillez  heom  neuere  mo, 
And  we  ne  beoth  a  day  bote  enes  :  for-to  we  )mdere  go ; 
And  jwan  ]>at  we  ])udere  comieth  :  we  schuUe  with-outen  ende,    600 
And  ))ou,  jif  por  a-seruest  heuene  forth  :  Jnidere  for-to  wende. 
)>ov  mi^t  don  ase  pov  wolt :  jwane  ]>ov  comest  to  eor^  i-wis. 
And  ])udere  anon  a-jen  pou  most —  :  f oivso^,  at  pQ  time  it  is ; 
And  3if  pov  wolt  guod.lif  lede  :  fine  mode  fov  mi^t  i-seo ;  604 

And  ^wat  pine  heo  habbez,  fov  hast  i-seie  :  fat  lufere  wollez  beo. 
A-)oiu  fou  most  wende  a-non  :  go  forth  abodes  name !  CfoL  los  o.] 
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For  Bikerliche  }ov  mijt  gon   :   ^e  feondes  ne  mowen  don  pe  no 

schome ; 
heo  beotb  a-dradde  wel  sore  of  |>e  :  and  a-achamede  in  eche  side.    608 
A-godes  name  go  forth  Jii  wei  :  fov  ne  mijt  no  leng  here  a-bide  1 " 
"A,  sire,  nierci !"  qoath  fiis  knijt :  "bi-tide  jwat  me  bi-tide, 
A  fote  i-nelle  fram  eov  go  :  for  wrechche-hede'  goth  bo  vide.  >  mb.  bidXa 
^  Ake  Boffnez  me  bi-leue  here  with  ov!  :  for,  ]if  ich  fram  eov  wende, 
A-drad   ich  am  of   ^  feondene  mtjte  ;  last«  heo  with  ennne  ma 

Bcheude."  613 

"Do  wei,  beu  frere,"  fiia  ojiur  seide  :"ase  wel  )ior  iiu;t  beo  Btille, 
A-jen  fioT  Bchalt  to  eor|)e  a-non  :  and^  ^y  mi]t  don  pan  ^ne  wille; 
And  jif  fov  aeruest  wei  ore  louerd  fere  :  aiker  fov  mijt  beo      '  ai,  om. 
to  comen  a-jciu  hidere  to  us  :  and  sethfo  to  heuene  ft«o.  617 

A-godes  half  wend  a-jen  a-non  :  for-iio|ie,  pov  schalt  so." 
"  Alaa,  alas  !"  quath  pie  knijt :  "jwat  schal  ich  noufo  do! 
Al  fe  loye  fat  ich  habbe  noufe  jeeije  :  it  worth  me  hi-nome,         620 
And  to  f e  wreehhede  of  |ie  worlde  r  alas,  schal  ich  novfo  come ! " 
Ovt  ate  }ate  heo  broujten  him  :  wepinde,  at  fe  laste, 
And  beden  him  gon  wei  hardiliche  :  and  herien  ore  loaerd  wei  foste ; 
.A-non  so  he  was  witli-oute  i-gon  :  Jiat  jat  heo  maden  wei  bliue.     624 
With  drcori  mod  lie  wondo  a-;cn  :  and  was  a-drad  of  ia  liue ; 
Aao  he  Ciim  er,  with  careful  mod  ;  (lone  wei  a-)ein  he  nam. 
And,  ^wane  an!  deucl  fat  him  pinede  er  :  oujwere  a-}en  him  cam, 
Aao  wodo  achrewcne  heo  flouwon  faste  :  and  ne  dorsten  a-bide  him 

nou)t.  628 

So  atfo  laste  fis  knijt  was  ;  to  fe  halle  a-jetn  i-brou)t 
Jsare  aa  f  o  holie  compaygnie  :  f  uder-ward  to  him  wende ; 
And  sat  him  a-doun  wei  sofle  fere  :  for-toorc  louerd  him  grace Bendo. 
Ase  ho  sat  and  bi-heold  a-bouto  :  to  him  heo  comcn  fere,  632 

Al  fat  fairc  compaygnie  :  fat  a-)cin  him  cam  er, 
,    And  honourcdcn  him  wei  fatre  :  and  confortcden  him  wei  faate, 
And  fonkedcn  Icaua,  godos  aone  :  fat  hla  bi-Ieue  ao  wei  i-laate. 
H  "  bev  frere,"  heo  soiden,  "  jwane  f ov  baat  :  awuch  penaunce  i- 

driue,  636 

Sikor  boo  fou  fat  fine  aunnea  :  al  clene  fe  beoth  for-jlne. 
loko,  jwane  fov  comeat  to  corfo  a-)en  :  fat  fov  cleno  lif  lede. 
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So  fat  foY  neuer-eft  in  pine  ne  come  :  for  sunne  ne  for  mis-dede ! 

j3ov  most  don  fe  heonnes  a-non  :  for  at  hom  in  fine  londe  640 

hit  dawez  clere  and  is  nei^  dai  :  ase  ich  me  onder-stonde, 

And  fe  prior  with  procession  :  to  fe  ^ate  comez  wel  sone 

to  loki  jwefur  fov  beo  i-come  :  ase  ri^t  is  forto  done. 

And,  bote  he  fe  finde  fere  :  he  wole  maken  fat  jat  a-non  644 

And  wole  beo  siker  fat  fou  ne  comest  non-more  :  and  son  wole  a-3en 

gon."  ^  '  This  yaa%  on  tlie  margin. 

J3ene  kni3t  heo  brou3ten  out  of  f  e  halle  :  and  blesseden  him  ech-on 

And  bi-tei3ten  god  bofe  lif  and  soule  :  fel  and  flesch  and  bon. 

Forth  he  wende  wel  dreoriliche  :  bote  ase  he  nede  moste  it  do.     648 

And  ri3t  ase  he  cam  to  f  e  jate  :  f  e  prior  cam  al-so 

A-3ein  him  with  procession  :  to  loke  hou  it  were. 

A-non  so  he  hadde  fe  3ate  on-loke  :  f ene  knijt  heo  founden  fere.  651 

J3are  wba  loye  and  blisse  i-novj  :  f  o  huy  to-gadere  come  I  [foi.  m] 

With  song  and  of ur  melodie  :  fane  kny3t  fare-out  huy  nome, 

Ant  ladden  him  forth  to  churche  a-non  :  ant  f onkeden  god  wel  faste. 

)?is  kui3t  bi-fore  f e  hei3e  auctere  :  arknes  wel  sone  him  caste, 

Ant  stableliche  in  his  oresones  :  fiftene  dawes  he  lay,  656 

And  f onkede  ore  louerd  &  on  him  cride  :  bofe  ny3t  and  day. 

And  sethf  e  on  his  bare  flesch  :  f  e  holie  croiz  he  nam 

And  wende  to  f e  holie  lond  :  ant  suyf e  holi  man  bi-cam. 

he  ne  tolde  neuere-eft  nou3t  of  fe  world  :  bote  ase  he  were  euere  in 

f  0U3te,  ^  a^'  •impleliche  660 

Ake  wende  euere  forth  wel  stilleliche^  :  as  he  of  no-f  ing  ne  rou3to. 
Ofte  he  tolde  of  alle  f e  men  :  fat  in  parays  were ; 
As  him  fou3te,  grei3e  Monekes  :  mest  loye  hadden  fere, 
None-manere  men  in  so  gret  loye  :  ne  in  so  grete  honour  he  ne 
8ei3 —  664 

hit  nis  no  wonder  sikerliche  :  for  fe  ordre  is  noble  and  hei3. — 
Novf  e  3e  habbez  alle  i-heord  :  f  oru3  ore  louerdes  grace, 
hou  seint  paterik  f ulke  purgatorie  :  founde  in  fat  place, 
For-to  warni  men  a-boute  :  heore  sunnes  here  to  bete.  66S 

For  f  e  loue  of  lesu  crist  :  and  of  is  moder  swete 
Alio  ower  sunnes  betez  here  :  as  god  ov  wole  grace  scnde, 
Jjat  3e  mouwen  with-oute  pine  :  to  ^mrays  hennes  wende. 
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god  leae  iu  ovre  aunnes  han  so  hiete  :  for  is  holie  wounde,  672 

J}at  we  ne  ^oraen  in  puigatorie  :  bi-leue  bote  luyte  atooade. 

36    Tita  aancti  Brendani,  Abbadi  de  Hybsmia. 

SEint  bieodan,  ))e  holl  man  :  was  here  of  ovre  londe. 
Monek  he  was  of  harde  line  :  as  icb  mo  upder-etonde, 
Of  fastinguo  and  o^tir  penaunce  i-nov  :  and  Abbot  he  was  ))ere 
Of  a  fiousend  Monukes  :  fiat  alle  under  him  wete.  4 

bit  bi  feol  in  a  day  :  aa  ore  lonerdes  wille  waa, 
pat  beryn,!  an  of>ur  Abbot :  to  him  cam  bi  caa.  ■  ■i.twiat 

Seint  btcndan  him  bi-sonjte  anon  :  him  don  onder^tonde 
Ant  tcllen  him  jwat  ho  hadde  i-aeije  ;  a-boute  in  ofur  londe.  8 

)ji8  gnode  man,  fio  he  i-heorde  fis  :  sichingues  he  made  i-nowe 
Ant  in  grete  ^ou;te  bi-gan  for-to  wcope  :  and  fel  a-doun  i-suowe. 
bi-twene  his  armcs  selnt  brendan  ;  ^ia  holie  man  op  nam 
&  custe  him  faate,  &  cride  on  him  :  al  for-to  ia  wit  him  cam ;  12 

"  Fader,"  he  seide,  "  par  cbarite  :  ofnr  red  Jwv  most  take ; 
hidere  )ioa  come  for  ovre  solas  ;  and  nonjt  suych  deol  to  make. 
tel  us  jwat  }iou  hast  i-seije  :  a-boute  as  ^ou  hast  t-wend 
In  ^  .EC.  of  Occean  :  as  ore  lonerd  |)e  hath  i-«end."  16 

Nou  is  f  0  .se.  [of]  Occean  :  grettest  and  meat  al-so  : 
heo  goth  a-bouto  ol  fe  world  :  and  alle  ofiere  comelh  fer-to. 
So  ^at  bcrin,  )is  olde  man  :  ri)t  of  is  heorte  grounds 
AI  weopiiide  ho  hem  tolde  :  jwat  he  hadde  i-founde.  20 

he  Hcidc,  lie*  hadde  a  wel  guod  aone  :  and  Memok  was  is  name, 
"  A  Monek  he  was,  as  we  beoth  :  and  mau  of  grete  f  ime  ;  <  ar.  lo 

hie  heorte  him  jaf  for-to  wendc  :  in-to  a  priue  stude  and  atille,  [ftiL  ih  b.} 
)3are  ho  mi^te  beo  al  one  ;  to  a-serui  godea  wille.  24 

So  fiat  bi  mine  wille  he  wende  :  ase  ith  it  telle  ov, 
to  an  yle  fer  in  ^e  se  :  ^at  dulitable  was  i-nov, 
bi-side  [le  Montayne  of  stones  :  ^at  is  couth  wel  wide. 
pe  Monek  likede  ^are  wel  ;  and  longuc  gan  |)are  a-bide,  28 

And  hadde  fare  under  him  ;  Monekea  mani  on, 
1)0  ich  heordo  tollen  (lat  :  (mder-ward  ich  gan  gen. 
So  fiat  in  auision  :  ore  sueto  louord  Iiim  senile, 
)}at  a-jen  me,  are  ich  to  him  come  :  )>ro  lomoics  he  wcude.  32 
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And  in  a  scliip  we  duden  us  sone  :  and  Astward  euere  kenden 

In  pe  .86.  of  Occean  :  as  ore  louerd  is  grace  us  sende. 

toward  ]>e  est  so  fer  we  wenden  :  ])at  we  comen  ate  laste 

In  8uy]>e  ])uyster  stude  :  and  clouden  us  ouer^caste ;  36 

Al  ane  tide  of  ])e  daye  :  we  weren  in  deorkhede. 

Ate  laste  ore  suete  louerd  :  for])ere  us  gan  leda 

So  ]>at  we  i-sei^en  a  newe  lond  :  ])uder^ward  ore  schip  drov ; 

bri3ttore  it  J)oii3te  fane  J>e  sonne  :  loye  ))are  was  i-nov,  40 

Of  treon  and  herbes,  ))ikke  j-novj  :  bi-set  in  eche  side, 

And  of  suete  preciouse  stones  :  ]>at  brijtte  schynen  and  wide ; 

Euerech  herbe  was  f ul  of  floures  :  and  ech  treo  was  ful  of  fruy t ; 

bote  it  were  in  heuene  :  nas  neuere  more  duyt.  44 

Jjare-Inne  with  loye  and  blisse  I-nov^  :  longue  we  duden  i-wende  ; 

3eot  us  ])on3te  luytel  ^wyle  :  ne  mijte  we  finde  non  ende. 

So  ])at  we  comen  to  a  watur  :  cler  and  brijt  I-novj, 

])at  euere  fram-ward  ])e  est :  toward  ])e  west  it  drov^.  48 

We  stoden  and  bi-heolden  a-boute  :  for  we  ne  mijten  oner  i-wende  : 

are  cam  to  us  a  ^ong  jomman  :  swi])e  fair  and  hende, 
And  welcomede  us  euerech-one  :  wel  mildelicbe  and  swete ; 
he  nemnede  euerech  is  ri^tte  name  :  and  faire  gan  us  grete,  52 

And  seide  fat  we  oujten^  Ih^«u  cnst  :  fonki  suyfe  wel  with  ri3te 
*  })at  schewez  eov  is  priuete  :  and  al-so  of  is  mijte.  >  oz.  je  ajto 

pia  is  fat  lond  fat  he  wole  :  juyt  are  f e  worldes  ende 
[his  demelinges  an  erf  e  jyue  :  3  hyder  he  schal^  wende.^]  on  tiio  margin, 
bis  lond  is  half  in  busse  half  :  ase  ;e  i-seoz  wel  wide,  f^**5^.**?,*'?**I 

*^  T  7  '  hand  ill  the  text 

And  bi-jeonde  fe  watere  haluen-del  :  al  hi  fat  ofur  side —  and  on  tiw  mar- 

)}at  watur  ne  mowe  je  passi  nou^t  :  fat  ofur  del  to  seo. 

For^  here  je  habbez  al  a  jer  :  meteles  i-beo,  ^  at.  om.  60 

pat  30  ne  eten  ne  dronken  :  ne  slepen  nou^t  with  eyje, 

Ne  chele  ne  hete  ne  greuede  ev  noujt  :  nof  ur  lowe  ne  heije. 

)?is^  is  ore  louerdes  priue  stude  :  and  foruj  him  it  is  fus  li^t; 

)?are-fore  it  is  [her]  euere  day  :  and  neuere-more  ni^t.       ^  a<.For)>ia  64 

jif  Adam  a-jein  godes  heste  :  ne  hadde  no-fing  mis-do, 

here-Inne  he  hadde  juyt  i-beo  :  and  is  of-sprung  al-so. 

3e  ne  mowen  no  leng  here  bi-leue  :  a-jen  30  moten  fare ; 

Iffere  2fol  are  torn  out  in  the  MS,   I  supply  the  gap  from  MS.  Harl.  2277.] 
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[fiej  hit  na  )iencbe  jon  bote  a  while  :  je  habtM3)i  ibw  her  jar«.'  IM.  u  b.] 

Pat  Boi  he  broujte  oua  in  oure  acbip  :  &  fair«  liia  leue  nom  ;      i  ai.  aat^t 

&  ))0*  we  wer«  hamward  in  ^e  eeo  :  we  □ust«  whar  he  bi-coni —  >  Ms. )» 

Aje-ward  he  wende  ajen  our«  wille  :  fat  of-^ojte  odb  sore  jnouj. 

Ajen  to  ^ia  o))«r  moaekea  :  ^ia  schip  wel  euene  droaj.  72 

IT  ))ia  tnonekaa  vme  ajen  oua  ;  |)0  hi  ous  niijte  iaeo, 

&  Bori  were  &  wrope  ynou)  :  |)at  we  liadda  bo  longe  ibeo. 

we  aeida  hem  flat  we  hadde  ibeo  :  in  gret  ioje  &  feete, 

Bifore  fie  jatea  of  paraya  :  in  Jie  land  of  bibeste,  76 

pat  oure  auete  louerd  liaf  bibote  :  hem  J)at  he  lone])  her, 

))«•  ia  euer«  dai  &  neuere  nijt  :  &  euere  li)t  Buyfe  cler. 

if  *  Ccrtes,'  qiiaf)  ^ia  moneltea  ;  '  (lia  we  mows  iaeo 

Hi  fe  auete  ainj-I  of  )ou  :  f«t  Je  habbefi  (ler  ibeo.'" —  80 

IT  jio  aeiiit  Brendan  ibutde  f ia  :  lie  fojle  &  atod  etille  ; 

[hefojte  fondi  more  her-of  :  jif  it  were  godea  wille.]! ''{J'1;^'J™:^^^';],JJ;' 

he  wendo  aboule  liis  monekea  :  &  tuelue  out  he  nom, 

pat  he  trf'ate  to  meat  oralle  :  whan  eni  oeode  him  coin.  84 

Past!  lie  DOtn  in  conaail  :  &  in  pn'ueite  [hem]  aede  : 

["  I  Jicnche  do  a  priue  t'^R  :  f'er-of  je  mote  me  rede. 

To  secho  fat  lend  of  bilieata  :  jif  god  wolde  oua  Jjuder  lede,]  >  '  JJl,™  *„'' 

Siggefi  what  ^oiire  conaail  ia  :  to  do  Buch  a  dede."  88 

"  Leoue  fader,"  qua))  Jiis  o|)ere  :  "  oure  wille  we  habbe))  foraake, 

V  Ottte  freoiid  &  al  oure  o])er  god  :  &  clanliche  to  fe  ilake  ; 

&  whan  al  oure  dede  is  on  )ie  :  £.  f  u  wolt  fat.  hit  beo, 

we  ai:hulle  blifelicho  wifi  (le  wende  :  godes  grace  to  aeo."  92 

So  fat  hi  faste  fourtl  dawes  :  &  gret  penance  dude  also, 

&  bcde  jume  oure  loueides  grace  :  ^ulke  veyage  to  do. 

hi  leten  liem  di^te  a  gret  acbip  :  &  aboue  hit  aibi^-caate  ■  MS.11MI 

wi))  bole-huden  atronge  ynou  :  ynailed  ferto  faste,  96 

&  aiffe  ipicbed  al  abou[t]e  :  fat  fe  water  [in]  necome.  [W.is] 

hi  wendo  to  lier«  breferen  :  &  wel  fairs  here  lena  nome, 

And  Bi|)fe  in  oure  louei'des  name  :  to  achipe  wende  anon  ; 

Iiej-e  breJ).Teij  fat  biliyiide  were  :  sori  were  echon.  100 

&  fio  111  were  in  fe  achip  :  afUr  fer  come  go'  tuo  '  oi.aii. 

&  bede  faste  fat  hi  moate  :  fane  wei  mid  hem  go. 

"  )e  mowo  wel,"  quof  aeint  brendan  :  "  ac  joure  on  achal  attaf  ri]  ende 

Eepenti  er  he  come  ajo  :  &  al  qitic  to  lielle  wende."  104 

Jjiiler^  wende  Jiia  holi  man  :  wlioder  oure  lonerd  liem  sende  ;  '  ni  toH- W" 

&  f'n  tuei  monekea  f>at  come  laat  :  also  wi)i  hem  wende. 

IT  In  fie  grtrte  see  of  occian  :  foij)  hi  rewo  faete, 

&  triste  alto  oure  lonerdes  griicc  :  &  no))ing  iier«  aguste.  108 
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pe  see  drof  here  schip  after  wil  :  ])o  wynd  was  gret  ynou^  ; 

As  ])e  wynd  hem  drof  est  for])  :  wel  euene  ])e  schip  him  drou^, 

Euene  a^e  ]>at  ])e  sonne  arise))  :  a-midsomeres  day — 

Nou  nuste  non  of  hem  whar  he  was  :  ne  no  lond  he  nesay.  112 

Euene  for])ri3t  fourti  dayes  :  ))e  wynd  hem  drof  faste : 

So  ]}at  hi  se^e  in  ])e  nor])side  :  a  gret  ylle  ^  atte  laste,  r.  yie 

Of  harde  roche  &  gret  ynou  :  in  ])e  see  wel  heje  ; 

)}reo  dayes  hi  wende  fer-ahoute  :  er  hi  mijte  come  J^er-neje.  116 

IF  A  lute  hauene  hi^  fonde  po  :  alond  hi  wende  ))ere ;  *  Ms.he 

hi  wende  alond  as  maskede^  men  :  hi  nuste  whar  hi  were.  >  ai.madd 

per  com  go  a  wel  fair  hound  :  as  hit  were  hem  to  lere ; 

At  seint  Brendanes  fet  he  ful  adoun  :  &  makede  him  faire  chere.       120 

If  "  Beau  freres,"  qwaf  seint  brendan  :  **  je  ne])ore  no])ing  drede : 

Ich  wot  ])is  is  a  messager  :  pe  ri^te  wei  ous  to  lede.'* 

))is  hound  ladde  ])is  holi  man  :  to  an  halle,  fair  ynou}, 

Gret  &  stare  &  suy])e  noble  :  euene  in  he  drouj.  124 

)?is  monekes  fonde  in  yis  halle  :  bord  &  clo])  isprad, 

&  bred  &  fisch  ])er-vppe  ynouj —  :  ])er  nas  non  fat  nas  glad. 

hi  sete  adoun  &  ete  faste —  :  for  hem  luste  wel  ))erto. 

Beddes  ])er  were,  al  }are  ymaked  :  er  here  soper  were  ido  :  128 

Afler  here  soper  to  bedde  hi  wende  :  to  resten  hem,  as  ))e  wise. 

po  hi  hadde  alio  islepe  ynou^  :  sone  hi  gonne  arise, 

&  wende  to  here  schip  :  as  hi  hadde  er  ibeo. 

In  ))e  see  wel  longe  hi  were  :  er  hi  mi^te  lond  iseo.  132 

IF  J)o  hi  se^e^  as  bi  poper  side  :  an  ylle  fair  ynou},  i  r.  1630  hi 

Grene  &  [wi))]  wel  fair  lese.  :  ])iderward  here  schip  drouj. 

)}o  hi  come  on  pis  faire  lond  :  &  bihulde  aboute  wide,  [foi.  4Sb.] 

pe  faireste  scheep  fat  mi^te  beo  :  hi  se^e  in  edie  side ;  136 

A  scheep  was  grettere  ])an  an  oxe  :  whittere  ne  mi^te  non  beo. 

Gret  ioye  hi  hadde  in  here  hurte  :  pat  hi  mijte  ])is  iseo. 

per  com^  go  a  wel  fair  man  :  &  grette  heni  wi])  faire  chere,  iai.]>ooom\mc 

&  seide,  **  ^e  beo])  hider  icome  :  per  ^e  neuere  nere.  140 

IT  )?is  is  icliped  ])e  lond  of  scheep  :  for  scheep  wel  faire  her  beo]), 

Mochele  &  white  &  grete  ynou^  :  as  ^e  aldai  iseo]) ; 

Fairere  hi  beo))  ))an  joure  scheep  :  &  grettere  vnyliche. 

For  murie  weder  is  her  ynou^  :  &  lese  suy))e  riche.  144 

her  nis  neuere  wyuter  non  :  for  her  nis  non^  ifounde,  >  o/.nenonhei 

Ac  hi  ete])  ])erbes  nue  :  as  hi  springe])  of  ])e  g[ro]ande. 

Ne  me  ne  gadere])  no^t  of  here  mule  :  fat  hi  scholde  fe  worse  beo ; 

IF  Fur  ])is  fingj  &  meni  ofer  :  ])e  bet  hi  mowe  i])60.  148 

To  a  stede  je  schulle  hanne  wende  :  ))urf  cure  louerdef  grace, 
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pat  18  foweles  parays  :  a  wel  ioyful  place  : 

per  }e  schulle  ))i8  tBter  beo  :  &  fis  wit-sonedai  also. 

Wende))  for))  a-godes  name  :  fat  f is  veyage  were  ido  I "  152 

SEint  Brendan  &  his  hreperen  :  to  schipe  wende  anon, 
&  nie  for])  faste  in  ]>e  see  :  wi])  tempest  meni  on. 
So  ])at  hi  se^e  in  emo^er  side  :  an  ylle  gret  ynou}. 
herf  schip  ))urf  godes  grace  :  ])iderwardes  drouj.  156 

Jpo  hit  cam  almest  ^erto  :  vpe  pQ  roche  hit  gan  ride, 
Jpot  hit  ne  mijte  no^t  to  ])e  yle  come  :  ac  bileuede  biside. 
)?is  raonekes  wende  ^  vp  to  ])i8  yle  :  ac  seint  brendan  uo^t  <ai.wod« 

)}is  mouekes  gonne  makie  herd  mete  :  of  fat  hi  hadde  ibrojt :  160 

hi  makede  fur  &  soden  hem  fisch  :  in  a  caudroun  faste. 
Er  yiB  fisch  wertf  isode  [I-noa^]  :  somdel  hi  wer^  agaste  : 
For  ])o  ])is  fur  was  ])urf-hot  :  ]>e  yle  qnakede  anon 
&  wi))  gret  eir  hupte  al  vp —  :  J^is  monekes  dradde  echon,  164 

[&  ]>Q  wei  toward  hor  schip  :  ech  after  oper  nom, 

God  leuest  hem  ))03te  he  was  :  pat  sonest  fuder  com.]  ^  i  om.  in  H. 

hi  bihulde  hou  ])e  yle  :  in  ])e  see  wendo  faste 

&  as  a  quic  ])ing  hupte  vp  &  doun  :  Ss  fat  fur  fram  him  caste ;         168 
he  suam  more  ]>an  tuei  myle  :  while  ])i8  fur  ilaste. 
Jpe  monekes  ise^e  fe  fur  wel  longe  :  &  were  sore  agaste : 
111  CTide  ^ume  on  seint  brendan  :  what  pe  wonder  were. 
"  BeoJ)  stille,*'  qwaf  fis  gode  man  :  "  for  no^t  je  nabbe^  fere.    »  oi.  habbe^ 
3e  wene]}  fat  hit  beo  an  yle  :  ac  ^e  ))eDche))  amis :  173 

hit  is  a  fisch  of  ])is  grete  see  :  fe  gretteste  fat  fer  is. 
lastoni  he  is  icleped  :  &  fonde])  ni^t  &  dai  [foi.  44] 

To  pulte  his  tail  in  his  mou])  :  ac  for  gi^etnisse  he  nemai." —  176 

ForJ)  hi  rue  in  fe  see  :  euene  west  wel  faste, 
])reo  dayes,  er  hi  se^e  lond  :  hi  were  somdel  a-gaste. 
IT  j3o  8e3en  hi  a  wel  fair  lond  :  of  floures  ])ikke  ynou^ — 
wel  glade  hi  were  ])o  hi  se^e  :  fat  here  schip  ])ider  drouj.  180 

In  ))i8  faire  lond  hi  wende  :  lengere  ]}an  i°  telle : 
So  fat  hi  fonde  in  a  place  :  a  8uy]}e  noble  welle. 

Bi  fe  welle  stod  a  treo  :  brod  &  round  ynou^ ;  183 

Foweles  white  &  faire  ynou^  :  were  in  euerech^  bouj,  »a/.io|>ickewer8inech 
pat  vnefe  eni  leef  :  hi  mi^te  fcron  iseo — 
J3cr  was  ioye  &  blisse  ynou^  :  to  lokie  on  suche  o  treo. 
IF  Seint  Brendan  for  ioye  wep  :  &  sat  adoun  akneo 
And  bad  cure  louerd  schowi  him  :  what  such  a  cas  mi^te  beo.  188 

J30  flc^  fer  vp  alute  fowel  :  fo  he  gan  to  fleo,^  1  a/. A  toimrd  him  gmn  t« 

As  a  fifele  his  wyngcs  furde  :  fo  he  to  him-ward  gan  teo.^     '"toteo'***" 
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Murie[re]  Instrtiment  neuer^  nas  :  ]>aD^  his  wyngen  wer^  I  i  MS.  >at 

he  bihuld  seint  brendan  :  wi]>  wel  faire  chore.  192 

"  Ich  bote  []}e,]  "  seide  seiiit  brendan  :  "  if  ]>a  ert  messager, 
pat  ])a  sigge  me  what  []}ii]  ert  :  Ss  what  je  do])  her.** 
Jpej  hit  ]>o}te  a^e  cunde  :  ])i8  fowel  ansuerede  anon  : 
"  We  were,"  he  seide  "  som-tyme  was  :  angles  in  heuene  echon.        196 
As^  sone  as  we  were  ymaked  :  oar6  maister  was  so  prout,        >  r.acsoneao 
Lucefer,  for  his  fairhede  :  ]>at  he  f nl  sone  out, 
Ss  mid  him  also  meni  on  :  as  here  dede  was ; 

IF  &  we  fulle  also  a-doun  :  ac  for  no  synne  hit  nas,  200 

for^  no])ing  ]>at  we  assentede  :  to  his  foule  vnrijt,  >  ms.  ac  for 

Bote  soulement  forto  schewe  :  our«  louerdes  suete^  raijt.    >  oa  lueto  looerJe^ 
Ne  we  ne  beo]>  her  in  pyne  non  :  ac  in  ioye  ynouj  we  beo]>, 
And  somdel  oure  suete  louerdes  :  mi^te  we  seo]).  204 

&  bi  ])e  TTpe  we  fleo])  :  &  bi  ])e  lifte  also. 
As  gode  angles,  &  lipere  ek  :  ri^t  is  for-to  do, 
Jpe  gode  [for]-to  do  men  god  :  ])e  Vi^er  Vifere  makie]). 
IF  &  sonedai,  ])at  is  dai  of  rest  :  such  forme  we  take]) :  ^    >  MS.  inake>   208 
Jpe  forme  of  suche  white  foweles  :  as  ])u  mi3t  iseo, 
[&]  honure])  god  ])at  ous  makede  :  her  on  ))is  brode  treo. 
Tuelf-mon])  hit  [is]  ipassed  nou  :  ])at  ^e  gonne  out  wende, 
&  alle  ))is  six  }er  ^e  schullo  fare  :  er  je  schulle^  bringe  ^oure  wille  to 
ende  ;  ^  ai.  om.  212 

For  whan  ^e  habbe])  iwend  soue  jer  :  oure  lonerd  wole  30U  sonde  ^ 
A  si^t  ])at  je  habbe])  longe  iso^t  :  anon  afler  ])e  soue  jeres  ende. 
Eche  jer  je  schnlle  her  mid  ous  :  holde  est^^feste,  [i  foi.  ii  b.] 

As  }e  non  do]),  forte  je  come  :  to  ])e  lond  of  biheste  ** —  216 

Nou  was  hit  an  ester-day  :  ])at  al  ])is  was  ido. 
^  ])e  fowel  nom  his  leue  of  hei?)  :  &  to  his  felawes  wende  ])o. 
pe  fuweles,  ])o  hit  eue^  was  :  bigonne  here  euesong —  i  a/,  time 

Muriere  song  nemi^te  beo  :  ^e^  god  silf  were  among.  220 

Jpe  monekes  wende  to  bedde  &  slepe  :  ])o  soper  was  ido ; 
&  ])o  hit  was  tyme  of  matyns  :  hi  arise  ])erto. 

IT  ])e  foweles  sunge  ek  here  matyns  :  wel  ri^t,  ])o  hit  was  tyme,         223 
&  of  ])e  saater  seide  ])e^  uers  :  &  si])])e  also'  p)*ime,       u/.om.     *  Ms.ai(o 
&  vnderne  8i])])e,  &  middai  :  &  afterwardes  non, 
&  eche  tyde  songen  of  ))e  dai  :  as  cristene  men  scholde  don. 
p'lB  monekes  were  in  ])e  lond  :  eijte  wyke  also, 

Forto  alfe  feste  of  ester  :  &  of  witsonedai  were  ido.  228 

IF  po  coin  atte  tr/nite  :  ])is  gode  man  to  hem  per 
pat  spac  wi])  hem  in  ])e  lond  of  scheep  :  &  ladde  aboute  er : 

LEGENDS   OF   SAINTS.  Q 


be  chargede  here  schip  naype  wel  :  mid  mete  &  drinke  ynouj, 

&  nom  his  leue  wel  hendelichB  ;  &  ajeward  droa{.  232 

V  J]o  ecint  b^Ddaa  wee  in  his  Bchip  :  &  iiia  bre)i«ren  also, 

))ia  fowel,  ))at  apac  yr'tp  hem  er  :  wel  aone  com  hem  to  i 

he  acide,  "  je  habbefi  her  wi|)  eus  :  ))ia  beje  feale  ibeo ; 

Gret  travayl  jou  ia  to  come  :  er  ]e  efleone  lond  iaeo.  236 

}e  achulle^  alt«r  aone  moDJieH  :  iaeo  a  wel  fair  yle. 

\)at  ahbey  ia  icliped  :  |)at  is  hiiDne  meni  a  mjle  ; 

Je  BchuUeJi  boo  mid  belie  men  :  f  ia  inyde-wjnter  )iere. 

Jonn  C8t«r  je  achuUe  hotde  ^  :  as  je  dude  to-jera  :  240 

Vpe  J(o  gr«te  fiBchea  rugge  :  fer  ft  monekea  we«  in-fera, 

&  joure  eater  [be]  mid  ous  :  rijt  as  je  nou  were." 

Seint  brendan  a'godea  name  :  &  liis  bre|ieT-eD  echon, 

In  pe  grete  aee  of  occian  :  forf  wenite  anon.  2W 

}}e  wyod  hem  barlede  vp  &  itoun  ;  in  peryls  meni  on. 

So  weri  hi  were  of  here  lyue  :  fat  lii  iiuste  whoder  gan. 

Four  monjiea  hi  were'  in  fie  aee  :  in  fiia  grete  turment,]  '  ai.w«d« 

[ffere  L.  goei  on  again.'] 
f}ht  buy  ne  yseijen  no-)>ing  bote  fie  ae  :  ant  fe  firmament,  [ibi.  wsi  248 
j}0  buy  yseijen'  fer  fram  heom  :  ane  yle  ase  pei  it  were ;        >  ot.Mitbi 
beo  ci'iden  faste  on  Iheeu  cn'st  ;  fat  buy  moston  a-riaie  faic. 
Jpot  after  fat  seint  Brendan  :  fis  yle  furst  y-aeij,'  '  iis.«.i) 

Foorti  dawes  beo  wenden  in  fe  ee  :  er  buy  comen  fen  ne!},  262 

)]at  heom  f'oujte  beore  lif  was  heom  loz.  :  ^e  Monekea  weren  a-gaate, 
heo  criden  jeome  on  Ihe«u  crist  :  and  is  help  heo  beden  faate. 
A  luytel  baueiie  and  Bwyfe  etrcit  :  iiiiy  founden  atfe  laate,  ms.imitir 
\}a,t  vnuefiea  henre  acliip  mi}tu  fcriime  come  :  Aunker'  foi-to  caste 
Jjis  Monekes  wenden  a-lonU  fo  :  wel  longue  heom  foujte  er.         257 
buy  bi-heolden  al-a-boutfl  :  murie  heom  )ioU}te  fer. 
)jo  yseijen  heo  twey  faire  wellene  :  (lat  on  was  suyfe  clor, 
And  stimdel  wori  and  |)icko  fat  ofer  was.  :  fe  Monekes  jeoden  ner, 
to  drinken  of  fat  faire  welle.  :  seint  Brendan  it  i-seij,  261 

And  fitide,  "  with-oute  leue  of  ofur  men  :  ne  come  je  nonjt  fere  neij, 
Of  oldc  men  fat  here-inne  beoz  :  al  foruj  godes  wille';  '«J.f«iindgod«wm« 
For*  heo  wollez  party  far-of  mid  us  :  and  fare-fore  beoz  jeot  stille." 
~  A  fair  old  man  and  swife  hor  :  a-jein  heom  fere  cam  gon  j  '  ™.  265 
he  wel-comede  heom  faire  i-novj  :  and  ecint  Brendan  he  cuate  a-non. 
And  ladde  heom  forth  with  him  :  bi  a  wel  fair  wei 
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A-bonte  in  many  a  murie  stude  :  and  seth)>e  in-to  on  Abbey.         268 
Seint  Brendan  bi-heold  a-boute  :  and  azede  ^wat  it  were,  ^  ai,  om. 

And  3wat-inanere  men  weren  ))are-inne  :  and  ho  ^are^  woneden  ^ere. 
Stille  ^i^as  ))is  olde  man  :  and  ne  jaf  him  none  Answere. 
)}o  cam  ^ere  gon  a  fair  conent  :  and  ane  croyz  bi-fore  heom  bere,  272 
With  taperes  in  ey^r  side^  :  Monekes  it  weren  ech-on, 
A^  yreneeted  faire  and  in  queor-copes  :  a-^ein  heom  hny  comen  gon, 
With  procession  faire  i-nou^.  :  )>e  Abbod  bi-hinde  com, 
And  wel  faire  custe  seint  Brendan  :  and  hi  fe  bond  him  nom.       276 
he  ladde  him  and  is  monekns  :  in-to  a  noble  halle, 
And  setten^  heom  ardoun  alle  on  a  rewe  :  and  wuchs  heore  fet 
alle ;  ^  at.  Mtte 

Of  fe  worie  welle  heore  fet  he  wuchs  :  ^at  buy  er  i-sei^e. 
In-to  ye  freytore  he  ladde  heom  fo  :  and  sette  heom  wel  heije,      280 
I-medlede  with  heore^  owene  couent  :  and  )k)  heo  weren  alle  i-sete, 
pare  cam  on  and  seraede  :  and  brou^te  heom  alle  mete :  >  a/.  hi» 

And  ane  wel  faire  jwite  lof  :  he  sette  bi-twene  to  &  to,  ^ 
Jwite  moren,  ase  it  of  herbes  were  :  bi-fore  heom  he  sette  al-so —  284 
Swettore  mete  ne  mi3te  non  beo  :  buy  ne  knewen  it  noujt  on  ; 
Of  fe  clere  welle  ^t  buy  er  i-sei^en  :  fe  Monekes  dronke  ech-on. 
"  beoz  nou)>e  glade,"  fe  Abbot  seide  :  **  and  drinkez  nou|)e  i-novj 
In  charite  of  f ulke  welle  :  fat  ^e  wolden  er  with  wou^ —  288 

Betere  it  is  drinke  in  charite  :  jwan  it  is  ov  i-brou^t, 
)}ane  je  it  )>eofiiche  nomen  :  ase  ^e  hadden  i-J^ou^t. 
J9is  bred  ^t  we  eteth  of  :  we  nuten  of  ^wan  it  is : 
An  straunge  man  eche  daye  it  bringuth  :  In-to  ovre  celere,  i-wis,  292 
We  nutez  noujt  bote  ope  godes  g7'ace  :  wanne  it  is  ibroujt — 
For  ho-so  trust  to  ihe^u  crist  :  him  ne  schal  failly  nou^t.         [foi.  105  b.] 
We  beoz  foore-ant-twenti  freres  :  and  jwane  we  beoz  i-sete, 
twelf  jwite  Miches^  men  brynguth  us  :  eche  daye  to  ore  mete ;     296 
Ate  feste  of  eche  hali-daye  ;  and  jwan  it  sonen-day  is,       ^  ax.tadieiooM 
Foure-and-twenti  loues  us  comieth  :  so  )>at  euer*ch  man  hath  his ; 
)}at  euerech  frere  of  )>at  him  leuez  :  witiez  to  is  soper. 
I-doublet  it  worth  nou)>e  for  ov  :  ase  ^e  i-seoth  wel  her :  300 

Al^  ore  couent  nis  noujt  here  :  ake  muche'  it  hath  vn-ete.  J^/imluLtHiei 

So  ]>at  ore  louerd  ]>oru3  is  grace  :  sent  us  alle  mete. 

Q  2 


Fram  aeint  paterikes  Abbeye^ :  fat  in  yrlonde  is  al-so,      '  Jj^'Ju^  "^^ 
Foui^core  jer  we  habbez  i-beon  here :  ^at  no  man  ne  cam  us  to ;  301 
euete-eft  ore  lonetd  ^ornj  is  grace  :  I-fed  ua  hath  ecb-on. 
And  Jiis  weder  is  eueie  marie  i-nouj  :  sjknesse  here  nia  non. 
And  jwane  we  achullen  ore  seroise  don  :  ore  louerd  aent  ua  lijt ; 
Ore  topeiea  ne  beo£  no-)ie  laaae  :  ^ei  huy  bienne  day  and  njjt"    308 
heo  a-risen  op  and  venden  to  cburche  :  ))o  heo  hadden  ^ete : 
And  twelf  o]iei«  frerea  heo  i-metten  :  Inward  to  )ie  mete, 
"  hoY  is  Jiifl  t "  qosth  aeint  Brendan  :  "  jwy  neren  ^eose  noujt  with 

ne  r' 
"  Leoue  fader,"  qnatb  ^e  Abbot  :  "  nede  it  mot  beo  ^ua ;  312 

))er  ne  mouwen  bote  fouie-and-twenti  Idouekea  :  in  ore  freitore  beon 

ido, 
And  jivane  je  weren  fare-inne  with  ua  ;  (teoa  ne  mijten  noujt  al-so. 
)}e  jwile  ws  singuth  euesong  :  heo  schuUea  aitte  and  ete,  315 

And  heore  eueaong  hny  schullen  syngue  :  jwane  heo  habbcz  i^et[e]." 
Seint  brendan  bi-heold  ^at  weued  :  him  ^ou^te  fat  hit  was  al, 
weued  and  chaliz  and  Cruettes  :  |)iiru)-out  cler  crista! 
Sene  taperes  weren  in  fe  qiieor  :  for  fare  ne  weren  non  mo, 
And  foure-and-twenti  segene  :  fat  Sfonekes  seholden  to^—  320 

For  fare  weren  fouro-and-twenti  Monekes  :  and  eucreoh  hadde  bis  ; 
And  fe  Abbodes  aega  was  :  a-miUJe  fe  quoor,  i-wia. 
Seint  Brendan  asede  )«  Abbodn  :  "  do  seije  me,  leue  hrofur, 
hoT  holde  je  so  silence  :  fat  ncuer  un  ne  apekez  with  ofur  1 "         324 
"  Ore  louerd  it  wot,"  fe  Abbot  seide  :  "  fat^  we  habbez  here  i-beo 
Four  score  jet  in  swuche  Ijue  :  ase  je  mowen  here  i-seo,  i  niom. 

Aud  fare  uas  neuere  a-mong  ua  alle  :  yspeke  in  none  wise 
Are  fis  tyme  non  of  ur  word  :  bote  ore  louerdes  seruise  ;  328 

No  we  neren  neuer^ft  in  feblesse  :  ne  sike  of  us  nou}t  on." 
Seint  brendan,  fo  he  i-heorde  fis  :  for  loyje  he  weop  a-non. 
"  Leoue  fader,"  he  eeide  ;  "mot«  we  bi-leue  here)  "  331 

"  (jov  wost  wel,"  f  e  Abbot  seide  :  "  )e  ne  mowen  in  none  manere, 
Ne  haueth  ore  louerd  i-achewed  ov  wel  :  jwat  je  ecbullen  do  1 
Come  f oy  schalt  to  yrlonde  i-ivis  :  and  fine  twelf  bref ren  al-so ; 
And  fram  fo  to  fe  yle  of  Anktes  :  fe  f  reotteofe  achal  i-wende, 
])e  fouitcofe  al  ([uic  to  helle  :  and  beon  fare  witb-outen  ende."     336 
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j9o'  cam^  fare-In  a  fuyri  Arewe  :  at  a  fenestre  a-non,  *  orig.  com 

Ase  J?ei  lieo  fram  heouene  come  :  and  f  e  taperes  tende  ecli-on,  [foi.  io6] 

And  flev3  out  a-^ein  ase  heo  cam  In  :  bi  f ulke  fenestre  fere. 

Jje  taperes  bamden  longae  Inov  :  and  no-fe  lasse  hny  nere.  340 

**  Louerd  c/'ist/'  quath  seint  brendan  :  "Ich  wondri  In  mi  fou3t 

hou3  J'is  taperes  bemez  ]ms  :  and  ne  waniez  noujt." 

"Ne  hastfou,"  qnath  ))e  Abbod  :  "  In  fe  olde  la  we  i-founde 

hov  Moyses  say  A  fom  berne  :  fram  fe  toppe  to  fe  gronnde,        344 

J)e  More  fat  f e  Jjom  barnde  :  fe  grenore  f e  leues  were  1 

Ne  wenestf ou  non^t  fat  ore  louerd  beo  :  ase  mijti  bere  as  fere  1 " — 

Jjeos  Monekes  weren  to-gadere  :  for-to  Midewynter  was  al  i-do, 

For-to  after  twelfte-day  :  are  buy  departeden  a-to.  348 

Anon  to  seint  hyllaries  day  :  seint  Brendan  forth  i-wende 

With  is  Monekus  in  f e  se  :  f oru^  grace  fat  god  heom  sende. 

buy  floten  op  and  doun  in  soruwe  I-novj  :  f e  se  heom  caste  heije ; 

Fram  fulke  tyme  forto  in  leinte  :  no  lond  buy  ne  i-6ei3''.  352 

So  fat  a-boute  palme-sonenday  :  beo  bi-beolden  a-bouto  faste : 

beom  f  ou3te  heo  i-8ei3en  swif e  fer  :  ase  a  cloude  ate  laste. 

J)is  Monekes  hadden  wonder  f ar-of  :  3wat  f e  cloude  were. 

"  beoth  stille,"  seide  seint  brendan  :  **  3e  habbez  i-beon  fere  :        356 

Jjare  is  ore  procuratour  :  fat  muche  guod  us  hath  i-do 

In  [f e]  foulene  parays  :  and  In  f e  lond  of  schep  al-so." 

So  fat  beore  schip  ate  laste  :  to  fat  yle  drou3 — 

A-scheref ores-day  buy  comen  fudere  :  in  gret  trauaile  inou3.         360 

)}is  procuratour  heom  cam  a3ein  :  and  welcomede  heom  a-non, 

Ant  custe  seint  brendanes  fet  :  and  f e  Monekes  echon ; 

And  sette  heom  sethf e  to  f e  soper  :  for  f e  day  it  wolde  so, 

And  sethf  e  he  wuchs  bore  fet  alls  :  f e  maunde  for-to  do.  364 

huy  heolden  fare  beore  maunde —  :  and  fare  heo  gounnen  bi-leue 

A-gode  friday  al  f  e  longue  day  :  for-to  an  ester  eue. 

An  ester  eue  heore  procuratour  :  bad  heom  beore  schip  take 

And  heore  resurrection  :  opon  f  e  fisches  rugge  make,  368 

And  af  tur  heore  resurrection  :  he  bad  heom  euene  teo 

to  f  e  foulene  parays  :  ase  heo  hadden  er  i-beo. 

)pis  holie  men  wenden  forth  :  and  ore  louerdes  grace  nome» 

J9at^  to  fis  grete  fischse  :  fulke  daye  huy  come,  ^  a/.io|>tt  372 
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)]at  houede  ase  it  were  a  lond.  ;  heore  caudrou  lieo  fcninden  )»ete 
Age  heo  it  bi-leften  opon  is  tn^  :  in  ^at  o^re  }ere. 
Louerd  crist,  fat  swch  a  best :  acliolde  boui  so  stille 
And  soffri  men  op-on  him  gon  :  and  don  si  beoro  wille  I  376 

)}i3  Monekes  op-on  )ie  fiscbes  ragge  :  bi-leften  al  ))e  nyjt. 
And  songuen  matynes  and  eneeong  :  and  setbjra,  fo  it  was  lijt, 
OpKin  is  rugge  buy  eonnguen  :  heore  massene  echon;'         >  ms-wAob* 
And  euete*  bonede  ))is  muche  fichs  :  Btille  so  eny  ston.         ■  xb-mwhc* 
)>o  beoTS  reanirectton  was  :  with  gret  honour  i-do  381 

And  yia  Monekns  hadden  i-songue  :  beore  Massene  al-so, 
A-boute  ondeme  of  )>e  daye  :  to  pe  schipe  bay  heom  nome,     [M.iMb.] 
And  to  fe  foulene  parays  :  f&t  ilke  day  buy  come.  384 

Po  ^  foulea  i-seijen  heom  come  :  buy  gonne  siugue  ech-one 
Ajensst  beom  with  gret  melodie  :  ase  it  were  for  ))enone. 
J)e  foul  {>at  spac  with  [heom]  er  :  a-jein  hem*  sone  be  drou) —  >  oiig-bia 
fe  drem  of  is  winguene  murie  was —  :  be  welcomede  heom  foire 
ynouj.  388 

"  )e  Atyten,"  he  aeide,  "  ore  louerd  criat :  f onky  mid  J«  beste, 
J)at  porueiez  ou  f  eoe  four  studes  :  to  habben  on  ouwer  reste  : 
With  onwer  guode  proeratour  :  ouwer  maunde  for-to  do. 
And  setbfw  ouwer  resurrection  :  ope  )«  fiscbea  ru^e  al-ao,  393 

And  seth))e  with  us  pis  eijte  wokes  :  a-non  to  witeonen-dar, 
And  fram  Mide-winter  to  candele-masse  :  In  fe  yte  of  Abbey.* 
In  fe  se  [of]  Occean  r  in  gret  peril  je  schullen  i-wende  '  "S-Ajibw 

In  trauail  al  fiat  o))ur  tyme  :  for-to  )>e  seuen  jerea  ende  :  S96 

And  seth^e  )iat  lond  of  bi-beste  :  god  wole  fat  je  i-seon, 
And  fourti  [dawes]  setbtve  far-inne  :  In  ioyje  je  scbuUen  beon. 
And  to  Jie  contreye  fat  je  beoz  of  :  aethfe  je  schnllen  i-wende 
Witb-oute  trauail  al  aisieliche  :  aud  fare  ower  lif  ende."  400 

))is  holi  men  bi-lefden  fare  :  for-to  fe  tr/nite  : 

beore  procratour  to  bem  cam  :  and'  was  euere  in  plente,  ibI.>j« 

be  broujte  beom  mete  and  driiike  i-nouj  :  ase  he  badde  er  i-do, 
And  chargede  heore  scbip  Jtere-with  r  and  let  beom  wenden  so.     404 
Jjis  holie  men  wenden  forth  :  ase  god  heom  wolde  sende — 
For  godes  grace  was  with  beom  :  fe  betere  buy  mijten  wenden. — 
It,  Al-so  huy  wenden  In  a  tyme  :  In  strong  tempeste  j-nouj, 
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ARE  MIRACULOUSLY  FED  WITH  GRAPES. 

A  gret  fisch  huy  sei^on  and  grisHch  :  after  ^q  schipe  he  drou3 ;     408 
brenninde  fom  out  of  is  mouth  :  after  heom  he  caste, 
j)&t  water  was  herre  ))ane  heore  schip  :  bi-fore  heom  at  eche  blaste  ; 
he  cam  wolchi  after  ase  an  hous  :  aM  porsiwede  heom  so  faste;     411 
So^  he  schef  with  is  breostene  :  J)e  Monekes  weren  a-gaste,   ia/.«o&»t« 
And  criden  ^eome  on  seint  brendan  :  and  on  ore  louerd  al-so. 
After  heore  schip  so  swyf e  he  schef  :  fat  he  cam  al-mest  fer-to. 
And  ]>o  he  heom  hadde  al-mest  ouer-take  :  [&]  huy  ne  tolden  nou3t 

of  horo  line, 
An  ofur  fisch  out  of  f e  west  :  Juire  cam  swymme  bliue,  416 

he  gan  i-mete  ^ia  lu))ere  fisch  :  and  smot  to  him  faste, 
pat  he  for-clef  is  foule  bouk  :  in  )7re  party es  &ipe  laste  ; 
J)at  ilke^  wey  fat  he  cam  er  :  wel  euene  a-jein  he  drou^.         > «/.  *  )>*»• 
J9is  monekes  fonkeden  iesu  crtst :  and  weren  [gladde]  ^  ynouj. —  420 
Longue*  wenden  fis  godo  men  :  in  fe  se  forth  so,  » *ddeduter;  ai.  loyfui 
Jxit  huy  weren  of-hongred  sore  :  and  heore  mete  was  al  i-do.  "oi-soiong* 
J)o  cam  fare  fleo  a  luytel  foul  :  and  broujte  a  giet  bou3  .  ^^  auu  p«ndiai« 

Fol  of  grapus  swyfe  rede  :  and  euene  to  heom  he  drou3.i    fSSdli't^ia*' 
J)are-bi  heo  liueden  fourtene  ni3t :  and  hadden  mete  i-nou3.  SJffoS^^  "**"' 
j)o  fis  grapes  weren  i-don  alle  :  of-hongrede  huy  weren  sore  :         426 
hi  fone  side  huy  i-sei3en  an  yle  :  and  mete  far-inne  more. 
Jje  yle  was  fol  of  faire  treon  :  and  so  ful  was  euerech  bou3         [ft>i-  io7] 
Of  swuche  grapes  ase  huy  hadden  er  :  fat  on  fe  grounde  it  drou3. 
Seint  brendan  wende  op  of  fis  schip  :  fe  grapes  he  nam  faste       430 
And  bar  into  fe  schipe,  to  libbe  fer-bi  :  fat  fourti  dawes  it^  laste. — 
Sone  fare  cam  a  gryp  fleoinde  :  after  heom  in  f e  se  *  ai.  i-iutt 

And  a-saillede  heom  in  heore  schip  :  and  fondede  heom  to  sle.      433 
)}is  Monekes  criden  deolfolliche  :  and  tolden  luyte  of  heore  lyue. 
po  isei3en  huy  come  fat  luytel  foul  :  toward  hem  wel  bliue       *  ai,  om. 
)pat  heom^  in  foulene  parays  :  so  ofte  heom  hadde  irad.  « Ms.h«om 

po  seint  brendan  i-sai3  him^  come  :  he  nas  nou3t  a  luytel  glad.      437 
pis  luytel  [foul]  ^  smot  to  fis  gryp  :  and  nam  is  dunt  so  hei3e  i  adttodUitor. 
And  at  f e  furste  dunte  :  he  smot  out  eyf ur  ey3en ; 
Sone  he  arslou3  fis  lufere  best  :  fat  he  fel  doun  in-to  fe  se —        440 
ping  fat  god  wole  habbe  i-wust  :  ne  schal  it  no  wi^t^  sle. — 
)pis  holie  Men  wenden  in  fe  se  :  a-boute  here  and  fere :  >  orig.  iiun,az.)>inff 


232     FISH  FLOOK  TO  HEAR  ST.  BRENDAN   BING  MASS.      HIS  8BIP 
IS  DRIVEN   FAR  NORTH,  TO   A  DARK,  STINKINQ  LAND. 

In  on  of  fe  four  studes  :  fe  heyje  f estes  buy  were. 
In  a  seint  peteres  day  :  gret  feste  buy  maden  with  heore  tounge    444 
And  8wi))e  murie  of  seint  peter  :  In  ^e  se  buy  sounge. 
In  a  stude  of  fe  se  :  so  cler  \>e  se  buy  founde, 
A-boute  beo  i-sei^en  in  ecbe  side  :  clerlicbe  to  ^e  grounde  : 
beom  ))ou3te  fe  ground  was  on  ecbe  balf  ^  :  witb  fiscb  al  on  bepe. 
Jjis  Monekes  beden  seint  brendan  :  fat  be  softe  speke,  >  oi.  ihdedwM  449 
So  fat  be  ne  a-wei3te  nou3t  fe  fiscbes  :  laste  buy  beore  scbip  breke.  • 
Alle  fe  fiscbes  leijen  stille  :  ase  fei  beo  weren  a-slepe.^  IJ'iJrthe'other'iissr 
"  beo  je  a-ferde  ] "  quatb  seint  brendan  :  "  jwarof  beo  je  a-drad  ?    452 
Opon  f  e  maisteres  rugge  of  alle  fiscbes  :  je  babbez  i-beon  wel  glad 
And  fuyr  i-maked  op-on  is  rugge  :  and  dotb  fram  jere  to  jere ! " 
)?is  bolie  Man  pe  luddere  song  :  for  fes  ones^  ase  fei  it  were.  ^  aL]>m  one 
)?e  fiscbes  sturten  op  witb  f is  song  :  ase  fei  buy  a-woken  a-slepe. 
And  comen  a-boute  fis  monekes  :  alle  to  one  bepe ;  457 

So  f  icke  buy  floten  bi  ecbe  side  :  no  water  man  ne  i-sei^,^       >  ms.  mi^ 
And  bi-setten  fat  scbip  al-a-boute  :  Ake  no  water  ^  ne  cam  fare 
nei3.  i  oi.  m  w 

So  f  icke  buy  weren  a-boute  f is  scbip  :  And  euere  syweden  it  so,  460 
\)e  jwyle  brendan  is  Masse  song  :  for-to  beo  was  al  ido ; 
And  f  0  f  e  Masse  was  aP  ido  :  ecb  fiscb  wende  in  is  ende —     »  ms.  aii 
Mucbe  ^wounder  man  may  i-seo  :  fat  wide  wole  i-wende. — 
f)e  wynd  was  bof  e  strong  and  stif  :  and  drof  beore  scbip  so  faste  ; 
Al-so  feor  ase  beo  mi3ten  seue-ny3t  wenden  :  fat  clere  water  i-laste, 
fat  beo  isei3en  in  f e  se  :  ase  clerlicbe  ase  buy  ini3ten  a-londe —     466 
gret  wonder  badden  f  is  gode  Men  :  and  f  onkeden  godes  sonde. 
)}o  cam  sone  a  souf  erne  wynd  :  and  nortbf  e-ward  drcf  beom  faste  ; 
Ei3t  euene  witb  beom  he  was  :  and  ei3te  dawes  be  laste.  469 

po  i-sei3en  buy  feor  in  f  e  north  :  a  lond  deork  i-nou3,       *  SS;JSK!1irMi** 
Smoke  stynkinde  foule^  :  and  fuder-ward  beore  scbip  drou3. 
J)o  i-heorden  beo  gret  blowynge  :  of  manie  beolies  fere  472 

And  gret  betynge  and  noyse  i-nou3  :  f  ondre  ase  f  ei  it  were.    [foi.  m  b.] 
f  o  was  brendan  sori  j-nou3  :  and  blessede  him  wel  faste. 
J)o  cam  fare  out  a  lufer  wy3t  :  fid  Atelicb  ate  laste, 
)5oru-out  swart  and  brenninde —  :  ope  beom  is  ei3ene  be  caste       476 
And  tornede  him  anon  a-3en —  :  f  is  Monekes  weren  a-gaste. 


ST.  brekdak's  ship  is  driven  north  to  hell,  and  detils    23Z 

SEIZE   ONE  OF  HIS  MONKS,   A  SINNEa 

ptii  IvLpere  vri^i  ^af  a  cri  :  fai  Men  mi3ten  i-heore  him  ^ide. 

po  come  ^are  out  swucli*  schrewes  mo  :  ))icke  on  eche  side,  479 

With  tongen^  and  with  hameres  :  brenninde  mani  on  ;        *  orig.  tongene 

Op-on  f e  watere  heo  omen  faste^  :  After  fat  schip  ech-on.  *  h^'ao/be^slT"** 

J)o  huy  ne  mitten  )7are-nei}  come  :  huy  gounnen  to  3eollo  faste, 

heore  hameres  al  brenninde  :  after  )>is  men  hny  casten,  483 

Jjat  men  ne  mi3ten  no-fing  bote  fuyr  :  nofer  iseo  ne  huyre  ;i  »  MSJieoi^ 

j)e  se  was  brenninde  al-a-brod  :  ase  fei  heo  were  a-fuyre. 

euer-ech  caste  is  owel  op  ofur  :  and  some  huy  frewen  an  heij, 

huy  f  re  wen  alle  a-boute  fat  schip  :  ake  non  ne  cam  fare-nei3.        487 

Ate  laste  heo  torneden  alle  ajein  :  f o  huy  ne  spcdden  nou3t  fere, 

And  al  fat  lond  f oujte  of  heom  :  a-fuyre  ase  f ei  it  wore, 

And  al  fe  se  fare  a-boute  :  bamde  and  smokede  faste — 

Strong  was  fe  stunch  and  fe  smoke  :  and  longe,  i-wis,  it  loste.      491 

j9o  f  e  smoke  ^  was  sum-del  feor  :  fat  heo  ne  isei^en  non  more,  ^  ai.  moneket 

Jeot  heo  i-heorden  heore  jeoUinge  :  f  e  f  eoues  weopen  sore. 

**  hou  f  inchez  ou,"  quath  brendan  :  "  was  f  is  a  murie  pas  1  494 

We  nellez  non-more  come  f are-nei3 —  :  fat  on  ende  of  helle  it  was, 

And  f  e  feondes  hopeden  suyf  e  wel  :  habbe  i-haued  a  wel  god  cas ; 

Ake  i-hered  beo  swete  ihe^u  crist  :  huy  casten  Aumbes  as  !  *' —     497 

)}e  souf erne  wind  laste  juyt  :  and  3uyt  drof  heom  forth. 

So  fat  huy  i-sei^en  ane  hul  :  wel  feor  in  f e  north, 

glowinde  and  brenninde  smoke  :  gret  stunch  so  was  fere ;  500 

J9e  leije  stod  op  an  heij  :  ase  f ei  it  a  wal  were ; 

3if  fare  was  muche  in  fat  of ur  stude  :  fare  was  jeot  wel  more.    ' 

On  of  f  e  monekes  f  o  bi-gan  :  to  weope  and  jeollen  sore : 

For  is  tyme  was  f  o  i-come  :  he  ne  mi^te  no  leng  bi-lene.  504 

he  hupte  out  of  fat  schip  :  and  amidde  fe  se  he  gan  weue 

And  om  faste  op-on  f e  watere  :  to-ward  fat  ilke  fuyre. 

he  cride  3eome  and  3al  deolfuUiche  :  fat  gret  deol  it  was  to  huyre ; 

''  Alas,"  he  seide,  "  mi  wrechche  lijf  I  :  for  nou  i  seo  min  ende.     508 

In  ioye  ich  habbe  with  ou  i-beo  :  ake  i-ne  may  nou3t  a3en  wende. 

A-corsed  beo  fat  me  bar  :  and  f e  tyme  fat  ich  was  i-bore, 

And  f e  fader  fat  me  bi-3at  I  :  for  ich  am  nouf e  for-lore." 

j)e  feondes  comen  him  a-3ein  :  and  nomen  fat  wrechche  faste        512 

And  defouleden  him  strongs  Inou3  :  and  arinidde  f e  fuyre  him  caste. 


234      8T.  BBSNDAN's  BHIP  is  driven  south.      he  finds  JUDAS 

ISOARIOT  ON  AN   ISLB. 

)}o  fond  he  soth  ^at  seint  brendan  :  seide,  ^o  he  out  wende : 
him  failede  grace,  hou-so  it  was  :  his  sunnes  foivio  a-mende. — 
So  &ste  bamde  ]>e  Montayne  :  ^at  no-^ing  huy  ne  i-seije,  516 

J)e  juyt  heo  weren  feor  ])are-fram  :  no-fing  bote  leyje. 
Jjo  tomede  f e  wynd  in-to  fe  North  :  and  drof  heom  south-ward  faste,^ 
Li  ]}ulke  side  stronge  Inoii3  :  fat  seuen-Ni^t  fulle  he  laste.      [>  foi.  loe] 
judM.  So  longe  hny  wenden  euene  south  :  ^at  huy  i-seijen  at  ^en  ende  520 
One  harde  roche  In  ^e  se  :  and  fe  se  ))are-ouer  wende ; 
)}are-ouer  ^e  se  caste  i-Iome  :  and  ofte  he  was  bar. 
Ant  ^0  heo  comen  \>q  roche  nei3  :  of  a  gost  heo  weren  i-war : 
heo  i-sei3e  on-ouewarde  pe  roche  sitte  :  3 wane  ]>e  se  with-drou3,     524 
.  A  wrechche  gost,  naked  and  bar  :  in  stronge  meseise  j-nou3 ; 
A-boue  him  was  a  cloth  i-tild^  :  with  tweie  tonguene  faste,       1  ai.teid 
to  is  chin  tilde  ])e  neo]>er  ende —  :  ))e  wynd  it  wide  caste^ 
])at  euere  3wane  ^at  water  him  with-drou3  :  ^t  cloth,  ^at  heng 
hei3e,  528 

beot  him,^  ase  fe  wynd  him  blev3  :  fat  wrechche  gost^  in  fen  ei3e ; 
J)e  wawes  of  fe  se  beoten  also  ;  bi-fore  and  bi-hynde —  >  ai.  om. 

A  3eomerore  gost  fane  he  was  :  ne  mi3te  no  man  finde. 
Scint  Brendan  him  bad  a-godes  name  :  telle  3wat  he  were  532 

And  3wat  he  hadde  ore  louerd  niis-don  :  and  3wi  he  sete  fere. 
**  Ich  am,"  he  seide,  **  a  deolful  gost  :  ich  bote  wrechche  ludas, 
Jjat  ore  louerd  for  panewes  solde  :  and  on  eorfe  with  him  was. 
)}is  nis  nou3t  mi  ri3te  stude  :  ake  ore  louerd  doth  me  grace  536 

to  habben  mi  parays  :  here  in  f  is  place, 
For  no  guodnesse  fat  ich  dude  :  bote  ore  louerdes  ore. 
I-ne  habbe  nou3t  so  muche  pine  :  fat  ich  nere  wurfe  more. 
For  in  f e  brennynde  hulle  :  fat  ech  of  eov  i-sai3,  540 

Mi  ri3te  is  to  brennen  Inne  :  bofe  ny3t  and  day3 ; 
)3are  ich  was  f  is  3eondere  dai3  :  f  0  ower  brof  er  f  udere  cam 
And  was  into  pine  i-lad  :  and  fare  hadde  is  dom. 
)5are-fore  helle  was  so  glad^  :  and  makede  so  grete  lei3e,  » orig.gWd  544 
For  fat  he  was  fudere  i-come  :  and  so  nei3  him^  i-sei3e — 
So  huy  doz  3 wane  ani  soule  :  is  formest  fudere  i-come.     ^  ai.\ni^9or« 
)5oru3  godes  hei3e  milce  :  f arc-fram  ich  am  i-nome : 
For  here  ich  am  euer-ech  sononday  :  and  fram  8aterday3es  eue      548 


JUDAS  I80ABI0T  TBLL8  ST.   BRENDAN   WHY  HB  IS   PERMITTED  TO      235 

BE  THERE,    AND   WHAT  HIS   RELIEF  IS. 

Foivto  euen-song  tyine  ])ane  sonenday  :  heie  i  schal  bi-Ieue ; 

Ant  at  Midewinter  al-so  :  for-to  twelfte-dai  beo  ido, 

Ant  fram  ^e  bi-gnynninge  of  estur  :  ^at  ^wit-sonenday  come,  al-so, 

Ant  al-so  at  ore  lauedi  festes —  :  so  ful  of  milce  beo  is ;  552 

Ake  alle  o^ure  tymene  :  In  belle  icb  am,  i-wis, 

Witb  pilatus.  ant  'witb  beoroudus  :  and  al-so  witb^  caypbas — 

A-corsed  beo  fe  tyme  :  fai  icb  i-boren  was  1  >  ak  Anne  and 

Icb  bidde  fe  for  fe  loue  of  god  :  fonde  on  alle  wise  556 

For-to  bi-leuen^  bere  al  fis*  :  fat  fe  sonne  a-rise,  »az.J»tiohbiimie   *  at.  n\^t 

And  fat  je  wyten  me  fram  fe  feondes  :  fat  sone  comietb  aftur 

me." 
Seint  Brendan  seide,  *'foru)  godes  grace  :  we  scbollen  scbilde  fe. 
tel  me  noufe  }wat  is  fat  clotb  :  fat  so  hei3e  bangutb  ber^."    lorig.hert 
''  j9o  icb  was  on  eorf  e  :  and  godes  panewes  ber,  561 

)}is  cloth  icb  jaf  a  musel  :  and  min  owene  it  nas  nonjt, 
For  it  was  witb  ore  louerdes  panes  :  ant  mine  felawes  i-boojt.  Cfoi.  los  b.] 
Ant  for  icb  it  jaf  for  godes  loue  :  noufe  it  is  me  bi-fore —  564 

So  luyte  ne  scbal  man  for  bim  do  :  fat  scbuUe  beo  i-lore. 
For  it  was  of  of  nr  mannes  :  ase  icb  me  under-stod, 
])ei  it  bangy  bi-fore  me  :  it  dotb  me  more  barm  fane  guod  : 
In  mine  eijene  it  bat  sore  :  ant  dotb  liem  barm  i-nouj." —  568 

Man  mai  i-seo  jwucb  it  is  :  to  jyuen  of  ur  mannes  f ing  witb  wou)  ; 
As  woUez  manie  of  f  is  ricbe  men  :  witb  onri3te  al  day  take 
Of  pouere  men  bere  ant  f  er  :  and  almesse  f  ar-of  make. 
pai  beo  dotb  for  godes  loue  :  ne  scbal  noujt  beo  for-jite,  572 

Ake  to  pine  it  beom  tame  scbal  :  ant  fat  buy  scbullen  i-wite  ! — 
'<  \)e  tonguene  al-so,"  quatb  ludas  :  "  fat  je  so  hei3e  i-seotb, 
tweye  preostes  icb  jaf  on  eorf e  :  and  fare-fore  bere  beo  beotb — 
For  man  scbal  clanlicbe  ecb  fing  finde  :  fat  be  dotb  for  is  loue.    576 
pQ  ston  fat  icb  op-on  sitte  :  and  makez  me  sitte  a-boue, 
In  one  weije  icb  byne  fond  :  fare  non  neode  nas  no  ston  : 
In  a  fenni  dicb  icb  it  caste  :  fat  men  mijten  f are-ouer  gon. 
Fewe  goddedes  icb  baue  i-don  :  of  ^wan  icb  noufe  may  telle ;       580 
Kis  non  so  luyte  fat  man  ne  may  fynde  :  in  beuene  of  ur  in  belle." 
po  it  was  .eua  f e  sonenday  :  fe  feondes  comen  blaste, 
For-to  leden  to  belle  fat  sori  gost —  :  buy  weopen  ant  jollen  faste. 


236      BT.   BBEKDAN  GETS  JUDAS   ISCARIOT  ONE    NIOHT's  REUEF  MORE, 
AND   BAILS  TO   THE  ISLE   OF  PAUL  THE   HERMIT. 

"  Wend  heonne,"  heo  seiden,  "  Jou  gode^  man  :  fou  nast  noujt  here 
to  done ;  ^  ox.  godes  584 

Lat  us  habbe  ore  felawe  :  ant  to  helle  leden  him  sonc  :         iM8.iiiiniiiin 
For  we  ne  dorren  ore  mayster  i-seo  :  are  we  him^  habben  i-bronjt 
poa  wend  fram  him,  for  it  is  tyme  :  and  ne  lete  us  nou3t ! " 
"  Ich  ne  lette  ov  nou^t/'  quath  seint  brendan  :  "  to  don  ouwer 
mester,  588 

Ake  doth  ore  louerd  iesu  crist :  ^at  is  of  more  pouwer." 
"  hou  darst  fon,"  fe  feon[de8]  seide  :  "  bi-fore  him  nemme  is  name  1 
Ne  bi-trayde  he  him  and  soide  him  al-so  :  to  deje  with  grete  schame  1 " 
Seint  Brendan  seide,  "  in  his  name  :  ich  hote  ov,  ase  ich  may,      592 
)}at  3e  ne  derien  him  to-nyjt :  are  to-morewe  ]>at  hit  beo  day/' 
Healiche  ^e  feondes  3ollen  ^o  :  ant  hamward  gonne  fleo. 
ludas  ^onkede  reufolliche  :  ^at  it  was  deol  to  seo. 
A-morewe,  a-non  so  ])at  it  was  day  :  ^e  feondes  comen  blaste.        596 
Grysliche  heo  pollen  ant  weopen  :  ant  gonneu  to  chide  faste. 
"  A-wey,"  huy  seiden,  "  gode  man  !  :  a-corsed  beo  f  e  stounde 
J9at  ))oa  come  here  us  so  neij  :  and  ^at  we  ^e  here  founde : 
Ore  Maister  us  haueth  i-pyned  :  bitterliche  al  fis  ny3t  600 

Ant  swyfe  strongue,  for  we  ne  brou3ten  :  with  us  fiB  sorie  wi3t 
Ake  we  wollez  fees  six  dawes  :  doubli  al  is  wo 
And  so  we  wollez  a-wreken  us  :  for  on  him-sulf  it  schal  go  ! "        603 
J9at  wrechche  gost  quakede  J)o  :  fat  reufe  it  was  to  seo  ofur  telle. 
Jje  fendes  nomen  fo  fis  gost  :  ant  ladden  in-to  helle ; 
Ant  seint  Brendan  hem  for-bed  :  In  ore  louerdes  name 
Jjjit  heo  ne  scholden  for  Jat  ny3t  :  don  him  J)e  more  schame. — 
Seint  Brendan  and  is  Monekus  :  In  ])e  se  forth  wende       [foi.  1093  608 
Jjre  dawes  euene  south  :  ase  ore  louerd  hem  grace  ^  sende.  *ai.  om. 

})Q  feor)>e  dai  heo  i-sei3en  ane  yle  :  albi  sonfe  an  hei3. 
Seint  Brendan  sijte  sore  :  J)o  he  fat  [yle]  i-sei3. 
"  Powel  fe  heremite  :  is  in  f e  yle  fat  ich  i-seo,  612 

here  he  haueth  with-oute  mete  :  fourti  3er  i-beo." 
Jjo  heo  comen  to  fis  yle  :  heo  wenden  in  ech-on. 
J)is  heremite,  fat  was  so  old  man  :  a-3f^in  hem  cam  a-non. 
his  her  tilde  doun  to  is  fet  :  of  berde  and  of  heued,  616 

and  helede  is  bodi  al-a-boute —  :  n3t  nou3t  fare  nas  bar  bi-leued ; 
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'  None  dpui  clo]}es  nadde  he  on  :  is  limes  weren  al  hore. 
Brendan  stod  and  bi-heold  :  and  weop  swife  sore,^  *  hi  lid^iohi^ 

**  And  nonfe  In  Hue  of  Aungele  :  ane  man  ich  i-seo."         SSSiiYbil*** 
**  beo  slille/*  quath  f  e  hermite  :  "  for  god  doth  wel  bi  |)e ;  621 

For  he  schewez  fe  more  ^ane  ani  o))ur  :  of  is  priuete. 
For  a  Monek  liuez  mnche  :  bi  swnnche  of  mannes^  honde,     i  oi.  u  owe 
Ant  ]>ou  liuest  bi  godes  grace  :  ant  ^oru3  is  owene  sonde.  624 

In  )>e  Abbeye  of  seint  paterich  :  Monek  ich  was,  i-wis 
And  of  is  churche  a  wardein  :  })are  is  purgatorie  is. 
A  day  ]>are  cam  a  man  to  me  :  ich  eschte  him  jwat  he  were, 
he  seide,  '  ich  am  ^in  Abbot :  ne  haue  of  me  no  fere.'  628 

'  Kon  o})ur  man  ])ane  seint  paterik  :  min  Abbot  nis/  ich  sede. 
'  Ich  it  am/  qnath  he  a-jein  : '  ne  haue  of  me  no  drede. 
to-morewe/  he  seide,  '  jwane  it  is  day  :  to  ])e  se  ]>oa  most  i-wende  : 
Al-^are  })ou  schalt  finde  a  schip  :  ^at  god  })e  wole  sonde ;  632 

Ant  do  ])e  forth  in  ]>e  se  :  in  ])ine  schipe  wide : 
hit  wole  ]>e  lede  to  ]>e  stude  :  ^are  ])ou  schalt  a-bide.' 
Sone  morewe  ich  oup  a-ros  :  to  don  is  holie  bone : 
And  ]}o  ich  cam  to  fe  se  :  J^at  schip  ich  fond  wel  sone.  >  r.  let  636 

Mid  me  ich  bad^  ]>at  schip  i-wor])e  :  wel  euene  forth  it  wendc. 
\)e  8euen)>e  dai  to  ]>is  yle  :  ore  louerd  me  hydere  sonde. 
)}o  ich  was  out  of  ]>at  schip  :  ^ane  wei  a-non  ich^  nam  >  ai.  a^n  it 

Ei^t  euene  ]>oru3  godes  grace  :  so  ]>ai  ich^  liidere  cam.  ^  oi.ri^tMit  640 
Elinge  ich  ^eode  here  al  one  :  confort  nad-ich  non  : 
So  ^at  on  is  hindore  fet :  An  .Otur.  ))are  cam  gon, 
Bi-twene  is  for})ere  fet  he  broujte  :  a  fuyr-Ire  ant  a  ston, 
]?are-with  to  smite  me  fuyr  :  and  fisch  he  brou3te  seth})e  guod 
won.  644 

pis  [otur]  wende  sone  a-jein.  :  ich  makede  me  fuyr  faste 
Ant  seth  me  fisch  a-godes  name^  :  ]>re  dayes  it  i-laste. 
So  ))at  euere  fene  ]>ridde  day  :  ^is  .Otur.  to  me  drou) 
And  broujte  me  mete,  ]>at  ich  hadde  :  fve  dawes  ]>ar-on  i-nou).      648 
Watur  of  ]>is  harde  stone  :  ^oruj  ore  louerdes  sonde  i  ai.wii  soncdfti 
pare  sprong  out  of  eche  daye^  :  to  drinke  and  wasche  min  honde. 
J)is  welle  hi-gan  furst  hire  to  schewen  :  fat  fou  mijt  i-seo,     J  ^g^^Jj^ht^ 
here*  ich  hadde ^  J)ritti  winter  :  In  swuche  Hue  i-beo;*  *  ^^iJthlr  ms*'*"'' 
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bi  ]>is  welle  ich  babbe  I-leoued  :  fonrta  jer  and  on. 
And  fif ti  jer  icb  was  old  :  are  ich  gan  bidere  gon ;  [foi.  io»  b.] 

I  So  ])at  of  an  bondied  jer  :  and  twenti  jer  )>aTe-to 
I  Icb  am  non]>e  bi  Jas  time —  :  ore  louerd  is  wiUe  bi  me  do.  656 

And  mi  detb  icb  a-bide  bere  :  jwane  god  it  wole  sende, 
Jwanne  mi  louerd  wole  ])at  icb  come  to  bim  :  and  of  fia  world 

i-wende. 
Ake  nim  witb  )>e  of  ]>is  watur  :  ])at  ))ou  hast  neode  to, 
And  wiend  }e  forth  in  ])e  se  :  for  ))i  wei  nis  nonjt  al  i-do.  660 

For  ])oa  scbalt  ^eot  in  )7e  se  :  fourti  da  wee  fare, 
And  l^anne  }on  scbalt  )>ine  Ester  holde  :  ase  fon  hast  i-don  are, 
And  fram  ])anne  ^ou  scbalt  wiende  forth  :  to  pe  londe  of  bi-beste 
And  ))aro  pou  scbalt  fourti  dawes  :  bi-leuen  at)^  leste,  664 

And  to  ^in  owene  londe  ajein  :  ^u  scbalt  wiende  so.'' 
])is  guode  men  witb  deol  i-nou3  :  ))us  de-parteden  a-two. — 
pla  holie  men  wenden  hem  forth  :  in  tempested  wel  faste,      >  ai.  in  )>e  •# 
Fourti  dawes  euene  south  :  })e  3wile  ))at  leinte  i-laste.  668 

to  beore  guode  prc/cratour  :  an  ester  eue  buy  come. 
Witb  lieom  be  made  ioie  i-nou^  :  ase  be  dude  er  i-lome. 
he  ladde  heom  to  yi8  grete  fiscb.  :  )7udere  liuy  comen  an  eue ; 
J)e  Ester  ni^t  for-to  a-moruwe  :  fare  buy  gounne  bi-leue ;  672 

l^are  buy  songuen  heore  matyncs  :  and  beore  masse  al-so. 
j)e  fisch  bi-gan  to  meouen  hiui  :  })o  )7e  masse  was  al  i-do, 
And  bar  ]}is  Monekes  forth  with  him  :  And  swam  swi]>e  faste 
In  fe  se  wel  stuyrnelicho —  :  fe  monekes  weren  a-gaste.  676 

A  wonder  ping  it  was  to  seo  :  ho-so  it  hadde  i-sei3e, 
A  so  gret  best  a-boute  wiende  :  ase  it  were  a  gret  contreie ! 
Rijt  to  foulene  parais  :  f  is  monekes  he  ladde  ech-on, 
And  sette  heom  up  hole  and  sounde  :  and  wende  a-jein  a-non.      680 
Jjis  monekes,  fo  buy  f udere  comen  :  wel  glade  and  bli)>e  buy  were. 
For-to  aftur  fe  trinite  :  buy  bi-lefden  fere. 
For  heore  guode  procuratour  :  fulke  tyme  brou^te  heom  mete  and 

drink  i-nou^, 
Ase  he  hadde  er  ido —  :  into  heore  schip  he  it  drouj,  684 

And  al-so  he  wende  forth  with  heom  :  ^wodere-so  god  heom  sende. 
Rijt  euene  towar*  f e  est  :  fourti  dayes  buy  wende. 
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HIS   COMING   DEATH  IS   TOLD   HIM. 

})o  ]}e  fourti  daises  weren  a-gon  :  hit  gau  to  hauli  faste ; 

A  wel  deork  mijst  ))are  com  al-so  :  ]>at  swi})e  longue  i-laste.  688 

"  beoth  glade,"  seide  f  is  procuratour  :  "  and  makiez  grete  feste, 

For  ichot  wel  Jat  je  beoth  :  in '  Je  londe  of  bi-heste."  *  oi.  net 

\>o  hay  comen  out  of  ]>is  Mijst :  and  mijten  a-bonte  i-seo, 

In^  fe  faireste  lond  buy  weren  :  fat  euere  mijte  beo.       »  a/.vnder  692 

So  cler  and  so  h^t  it  was  :  ))at  loye  )7are  was  I-nou; ; 

Treon  fare  weren  fulle  of  frayt  :  wel  Jicke  euer-ech  bouj. 

Jjicke  it  was  i-set  wit^  treon  :  fe  treon  wel  faire  were,^       '  >icke fer**^ 

)}e  Applene  weren  ripe  inouj  :  ri^t  ase  it  heruest  were.  696 

Fourti  dawes  in  f  is  londe  :  arboute  buy  gounne  i-wiende, 

In  none  half  buy  ne  mijten  finde  :  of  ]us  lond  non  ende.  [foi.  no] 

hit  was  euere-more  day  :  heom  J^oujte,  and  neuere-more  ny^t, 

buy  ne  founden  in  none  stude  :  neuere  so  muche  li3t ;  700 

J9e  eyr  was  euere  in  o  stat  :  najmr  to  hot  ne  to  cold —        ouerhinSitetJ 

3wat  [ioio]  buy  fere  founden  :  ne  may  neuere  beon  i-told.    wlji^Sn  enSe! 

So  fat  buy  comen  to  a  fair  watur.    :    buy  nolden  nou^t  ouer 

i-wiende.^ 
po  cam  to  heom  a  ^onglich  man  :  swif  e  fair  and  hiende,  704 

Fairore  ne  mi3te  neuere  non  beo  :  ase  god  him  gan  f  are^  siende. 
he  wel-comede  euerech  bi  is  name  :  and  custe  lieom  ech-on,     >  ms.  |>art 
Faire  he  honourede  seint  Brendan  :  and  on  is  bond  him  natn  a-non. 
''  Lo/'  he  seide,  "  here  fe  lond  :  fat  je  habbez  i-sou3t  so  wide.       708 
For  ore  louerd  nele  nou^t  :  fat  )e  here-Inne  longue  f us  a-bide, 
Ake  je  scbullen  in  f  e  se  :  is  priuetez  i-seo,^  ^  Tiiate  w.  an  corrupt. 

Chargiez  ower  schip  with  of  f is  fruyt  :  for  je  ne  mouweu  no  leng 

here  beo." 
to  seint  Brendan  be  seide  And  spak  :  f  is  jounge  man  fair  and 

hende:^  i  This  ▼.  a/,  om.  712 

"  j9ou  most  to  fin  owene  lond  :  a-jeinward  a-non  i-wiende : 
For  f ou  scbalt  sone  out  of  fis  world  :  f i  lijf  is  nei3  atfende. 
pi&  watur  fat  je  here  i-seoth  :  delez  fis  world  a-two ;  715 

)?eos  half  ou  f  inchez  fair  i-noy3  :  and  bi-3eonde  half  al-so.      i  ms.  3end« 
3e  ne  mouwen  nou3t  comen  a-3end^  half  :  for  it'  nis  nou3t  ri3t 
Ake  fis  fruyt  is  euere  i-liche  ripe  :  and  fis  lond  i-liche  bri3t.  *  it 

And  3wane  ore  louerd  eche-manere  men  :  to  him  haueth  i-drawe 
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And  3 wane  alle-manere  men  knowez  him  :  and  ynder-stondez  is  lawe, 
)}at  lend  he  wole  ))anne  schewe  :  toward  ^e  worldes  ende  721 

heom  Jat  beth  to  him  i-core  :  are  huy  heonnes  i-wiende." 
Seint  Brendan  a[n]d  is  Monekes  :  of  ))is  f ruj^  token  faste, 
And  of  preciouse  stones  al-so  :  and  into  hore  schipe  it  caste ;         724 
And  faire  and  wel  heore  leue  nomen  :  fo  al  l^is  was  i-do, 
And  with  wop  and  sor  and  deol  i-nov  :  departeden  a-two ; 
And  wenden  hamward  in  })e  se  :  ase  ore  louerd  heom  sende. 
AVel  sonere,  ich  wot,  hom  huy  come  :  fane  huy  outward  wende.  728 
heore  bre]>ien,  f  o  huy  comen  hom  :  loyf ule  weren  i-nou). 
Seint  Brendan,  f  e  holie  man  :  sone  to  de))e  drou) — 
For  neueref[t]  aftur  f  ulke  tyme  :  of  f o  world  he  ne  rou3te, 
Bote  as  a  man  of  an  o])ur  worlde  :  and  ase  he  were  in  f  oujte —    732 
And  deide  sone  in  yrlaunde  :  aftur  ))ulke  stounde. 
Mani  fair  miracle  men  hahbez  seth))e  :  for  him  fare  i-founde  ; 
And  a  fair  Abbeie  fare  is  a-re[r]d  :  ase  is  bodi  was  i-do. 
God  bringue  us  to  fulke  loye  :  fat  is  soule  wende  to.     AmeN.     736 

llbl  UObUUf/t  vacant^ 

37    [Vita  BancA  Hicholai] 

SEynt  Nicholas  f e  holie  Man  :  fat  guod  confessour  was,        [foi.  iii] 
Of  hei3e  men  he  was  i-corae  :  In  f  e  cite  of  patras : 
For  in  patras  he  was  i-bore —  :  nelle  ich  f  ar-of  nou3t  lye ; 
his  moder  name  was  lone  :  his  faderes  epiphanie.  4 

J)e  farste  day  fat  he  was  i-bore  :  fat  child,  fat  was  so  guod, 
Ase  it  was  in  ane  mele  i-baf  ed  :  al  one  upri3t  it  stod. 
Ano[n]  so  he  was  i-bore  :  he^  gan  to  beo  guod  and  clene ;        >  ms.  and 
he  noldo  fridai  ne  wodnesday  :  souke  nou3t  bote  ene.  8 

)}o  he  couf  e  gon  ant  speke  :  he  ne  pleide  ueuere  mo,  ^  orig.  raieden 

Ake  3 wane  ofur  children  rageden^  faste  :  to  churche  he  wolde  go ; 
he  nolde  speke  non  ydel  word  :  ase  swuche  children  doth ; 
Lei3ingue  and  plei3es  and  ragingues  :  he  bi-lefte  al-so.  1 2 

})o  he  was  sethf  e  of  grettore  elde  :  to  scole  he  was  i-set ; 
So  wel  he  leomcde  :  fat  man  nuste,  no  child  leorni  bet. 
Sethf  e  f  0  he  more^  couf  e  :  al  his  studio  he  tok  *  *'•  "»•  '''* 

to  guodespelles  ant  to  holi  writes  :  and  alle  of  ere  bokes  for-sok.       16 
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FROM   A   SINFUL   LIFE. 

So  clone  lijf  he  ladde  jong  :  ])at  deinte  it  was  to  wite  ; 

More  godnesse  ne  mi^te  beo  :  pane  we  findeth  of  him  i-write, 

))o  is  fader  and  is  moder  weren  dede  :  ])is  holie  child  Nicholas 

luyte  tolde  of  heore  guode  :  pei  he  heore  eyr  was  :  20 

to  pouere  Men  he  jaf  it  clone  :  jware  he  sai^  neode ; 

And  heo  ]>at  nolden  bidde  him  non  :  stilleliche  he  gan  hem  beode. — 

An  heij  Man  ])are  was  bi-side  :  ])at  seth])e  ])oni3  lu]>er  cas 

his  guod  was  al-clene  a-wei  i-go  :  and  al  pouere  bi-come  he  was.      24 

he  hadde  pre  dou^tren  faire  i-nou^  :  clone  and  guode  al-so ; 

In  so  grot  Meseise  heo  weren  i-brou^t  :  ])at  heo  nusten  jwat  to  do. 

po  heo  nusten  ^ware-bi  libbe —  :  for  heore  guod  hoom  was  bi-nome — 

heore  led  huj  nomen  alio  ])reo  :  fole  wommen  to  bi-come  28 

And  ra])er  Jeanne  heo  in  swuche  houngur  weren  :  to  libbe  bi  hore-^ 

dom.  1  MS.  heore 

)>e  olde  man,  hoor  aire  fader  :  grot  deol  to  him  he  nom. 

grot  pite  hadde  in  is  heorte  :  pe  guode  seint  Nicholas, 

l>o  he  i-heorde  pe  doolfole  mono  :  ])at  a-mong  hoom  alio  was.  32 

Of  is  fader  guode  a  ny^t  :  ane  bei^^  of  gold  he  nam,  ^  oi.  weg 

I-wounde  in  one  cloute  :  and  stilleliche  to  heore  house  he  cam, 

to  a  dome  wyndouwo  softelicho  :  seint  Nicholas  gan  gon 

And  caste  in  ])at  gold  priueliche  :  and  wendo  a-^ein  a-non.  36 

))is  housebonde  a-ros  a-Moruwe  :  ant  ])ar-of  nuste  nou^t : 

he  com  and  fond  ])ane  bei^  of  gold  :  ])at  seint  Nicholas  hadde  i-brou^t. 

Jjarof  he  was  glad  i-nou^  :  J>oi  ho  nuste  ho  it  brou^te ; 

he  it  nam  and  ])onkede  losu  crist  :  ])at  on  is  mosoiso  J^ou^to.  40 

)}are-with  he  conseilede  8wy])e  wel  :  his  eldeste  doubter  sono 

With  fair  bruydal©  and  grot  honour  :  aso  ri^t  was  for-to  done. 

Seint  Nicholas  i-saij  al  ])is  :  and  na])eles  ^uyt  he  J^ou^te 

))at  ])i8  selie  Man  neode  hadde  :  ])at  he  more  guod  to  him  brou^te.  44 

A  ni^t  he  a-waitede  swy])e  wel  :  ase  ore  louerd  it  wolde, 

And  at  one  fenostre  caste  In  eft-sone  :  ane  o])ur  bei^  of  goldo.  [fot  iii  b.] 

))is  housebonde  a-morewe  a-ros  :  ])at  gold  he  fond  sono ; 

he  ])onkede  god  with  guode  heorte  :  ])at  hadde  i-heord  is  bone.        48 

And  natheles  him  wondrede  muche  :  ho  is  freond  so  wel  were, 

And  ])ou)te  ^t  he  a-waiti  wolde  :  jif  he  more  come  ])ere. 

he  conseilede  is  o]mr  doubter  :  swi])e  wel  with  ])is  golde, 

LEGENDS  OP  SAINTS.  R 
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BISHOP   OF  HIRRB. 

With  gret  nobleie  and  fayr  brujdale  :  ase  ore  louerd  it  wolde.        52 

Jeot  ]>oti)te  fia  gaode  Nicholas  :  ]>o  ^ia  was  al  i-do, 

))at  it  were  guod  to  conseili  :  ]>e  ]>ridde  doujter  al-so : 

A  nijt  he  wende  wel  stilledliche  :  to  ])at  fenestre  eft-sone 

And  caste  In  ane  bei)  of  gold  :  ase  he  was  i-woned  to  done.  56 

f>ia  housebonde  hadde  i-waked  longue  :  for-to  wayti  of  ])is  cas : 

So  ]>at,  fo  seint  Nicholas  cam  :  wakiende  he  was. 

Op  he  starts  and  siwede  him  :  and  bi  is  clo]>us  heold  him  faste, 

he  ne  let  nou^t  go  are  ])e  gaode  man  :  i-kneuj  him^  at  )>e  laste.       60 

Jeome  bad  seint  Nicholas  :  ]>at  he  to  no  man  ne  sede,       ^  ac  wm  ikiiowo 

J>e  ^wyle  fat  he  a-liae  were  :  of  fis  priue  dede. 

With  Jjia  gold  fe  ])ridde  doubter  :  wel  i-conseilled  was ; 

And  alle  ])reo  weren  riche^  wines  :  ])oraj  seint  Nicholas.    >  ocgoda  64 

In  ])is  manere  seint  Nicholas  :  ase  ich  noa])e  habbe  i<sed, 

Delde  al  is  heritage  :  ])0  is  fader  was  ded.  ^  ms.  m 

^wane  o]mr  Men  eoden  to  habbe  solas  :  he  nadde  ^r-to  no^  wille : 

to  chorche  he  wolde  and  in  one  hnjme  :  is  beden  bidde  wel  stille. — 

IT  Hit  bi-feol  ])at  ]>e  bischop  :  of  Mirre  was  ded, 

And  folk  cam  to  cheose  ane  o]mr  :  and  ]>ar-of  hy  nomen  heore  red ; 

So  ]>at  heo  weren  in  bore  beden  :  nyjt  and  dai  wel  faste 

)>at  ore  lonerd  heom  sende  ane  gaode  man.  :  and  he  herde  heom  ate 

laste.  72 

For  a  ny^t  ]>are  cam  a  voiz  :  ase  it  were  in  metingue,    ^  oi.  of  )>«cheodng« 
to  a  bischop  ])at  was  maister  ]>er  :  and  tolde  him  pis  ty])ingae^ 
And  seide,  "goth  to-morewe  to  chnrche^  sone  :  ri^t  are  hit  dai  beo  : 
Jje  f urste  man  J>at  ^e  fare  monwen  :  i-heore  ojmr  i-seo  *  Swgiir  ^^ 

And  ])at  bote  Nicholas  :  takez  him  wel  sone 

And  makez  him  bischop  of  Mirre !  :  god  hath  i-heord  ower  bone."  78 
]>e  bischop  and  ])at  opxu  folk  :  a-risen  are  hit  dai  were, 
And  comen  to  cburche,  and  foonden  sone  :  Nicholas  stonde  ]>ere :  80 
In  one  hnyme  he  stod  ful  stille.  :  heo  axeden  ^wat  he  was 
And  ^wat  were  is  ri^te  name.  :  he  seide  hem  ^  Nicholas." 
heo  nomen  and  ladden  him  with  gret  hononr  :  to  ]>e  charche  of 

Mirree 
And  sacreden  him  to  bischop  ]>ere  :  and  setten  him  in  is  sa  84 

\>o  he  was  heij  man  i-maked  :  piB  gaode  Nicholas, 
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AND   SAVES  A  CREW   FROM   SHIPWRECK. 

More  bou^sum  and  milde  he  bi-cam  :  ]>ane  euer  er  [he]  was ; 
lujie  pniyte  he  hadde  of  is  power  :  jwane  men  him  wolden  a-loute, 
And  jif  it  nere  for  ei^e  of  god  :  leouere  him  were  with-onte.  88 

So  prest  he  was  to  alle  men  :  ]>at  on  him  beden  &  cride, 
And  so  muche  for  heom  he  dude  :  y&t  men  speken  ])ar-of  wide. — 
Muche  folk  In  a  time  :  In-to  ]>e  se  i-wende  [foi.  ii2] 

In  a  schip,  to  don  heore  neode  :  jif  ore  louerd  ])e  grace  heom  sende. 
So  ]>at  ]>ere  cam  a  gret  tempeste  :  ]>at  heo  wenden  alle  a-drenche.     93 
Alle  gaodnesse  heo  bi-hei^ten  god  :  ])at  heo  mitten  on  bi-J^enche. 
So  ]>at  heo  J^ou^ten,  ase  heore  schip  :  toward  }e  grounde  was, 
On  fe  gaodnesse  ])at  men  tolden  :  of  ^  bischop  Nicholas :  96 

"  Leone  louerd  Nicholas  "  :  wel  loude  alle  heo  criden, 
**  yditia'^  soth  ]>at  we  habbez  :  i-heord  tellen  of  fe  wide,  ^  hs.  it 

In  ]>is  peril  saue  us  nou]>e  :  ])at  we  ne  beon  ardreint ; 
Louerd  Nicholas,  help  us  nou]>e  :  ai^  ore  schip  beo  a-«eint !  "        100 
Ase  heo  gradden,  ]>are  cam  on  eome  :  on-owarde  fe  watere  bi-side 
A  bischop  in  abite  swi)>e  fair.  :  wel  loude  on  him  buy  cride.  . 
"  Lo  me  here/'  quath  ]>is  holie  man  : ''  je  cleopeden  me  wel  faste. 
Seggez  jwat  ouwer  wille  beo  :  and  ^warof  je  beon  a-gaste ! "  104 

"  Louerd,"  heo  seiden,  "  Nicholas  :  jif  it  is  }i  wille, 
Saue  us  nou)>e  of  fia  tempeste  :  ]»it  we  he[re]^  ne  a-spille."        ^  ms.  ho 
"  Ne  habbe  ^e,"  quath  ]>is  holie  man  :  *'  her-of  none  drede  1 " 
)>at  weder  bi-cam  fo  stille  inouj  :  po  he  )>eo3  wordes  sede.  108 

heo  bi-heolden  )k)  after  him —  :  heo  nusten  )ware  he  was  ; 
And  ]K>nkeden  muche  ore  swete  louerd  :  and  J^ene  bischop  Nicholas. 
))ene  wei  stille  and  murie  :  toward  ]>e  londe  buy  nome ; 
With-oute  eche  destourbingue  :  to  londe  wel  glade  heo  coma        112 
Alle  heo  duden  heom  fort  a-non  :  to  ]>e  bischope  Nicholas, 
Ase  to  a  man  ^t  heo  neuere  ne  seijen  :  ne  nusten  jwuch  he  was. 
Ech  of  heom  bi-heolden  him  faste  :  ^t  to  ]>is  guode  man  com  : 
Alle  heom  ]K>u)te  ]Nkt  it  was  he  :  ^t  feme  deth  heom  bi-nam.         116 
**  Louerd,"  heo  seiden,  **  i-hered  ^u  beo  I  :  to  ^  we  gradden  bliue ; 
On-ouewaide  ^  se  ^  )k)u  come  :  and  brou^test  us  to  line. 
I-hered  beo  ^  tyme  ]>at  )k)u  most :  a-mong  men  on  eor])e  beo ! 
For  swuche  grace  ne  hadde  neuere  eor^lich  Man  :  ase  man  may  on  ]>e 
i-se."  120 

R    2 
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pia  guode  Man,  fo  ho  i-heorde  ])is  :  ]>onkede  and  herede  al-so 

Ore  louerd,  fat  wolde  for  is  lone  :  suych  miracle  do. — 

IT  hit  bi-feol  In  ane  o]>ur  tyme  :  of  fe  bischop  Nicholas, 

f>ai  gret  hongnr  al-a-boute  :  In  is  bischopriche  was ;  124 

So  lu]>ere  fullen  ]>e  jeres  alle  :  fat  no  com  noujwere  nas. 

gret  deol  hadde  ]>is  guode  bischop  :  of  ])at  lu])ere  cas. 

Fram  feorrene  contreies^  ])are  comen  schipes  :  with  muche  com  ]>are* 

bi-«ide  :  i  oi.  om. 

jAs  bischop  wende  a-jein  heom  sone  :  and  bad  heom  one  stounde  a- 

bide,  128 

*'  For  ^  loue  of  lesu  crist :  leneth  me/  he  sede, 
*'  Ane  hondret  qt/^irters  of  ]>at  com  :  ]>at  }e  ]>aie  doth  lede, 
to  fiB  selie  men  ])at  beoth  here  :  neij  for  houngor  dede ; 
heo  ne  habbeth  no  com  to  libbe  hi  :  to  sede  ne  to  brede."  132 

"  Certes,  sire/'  ])is  scbipmen  seiden  : ''  ]>at  ne  dorre  we  noujt : 
For  al  ]>is  com  ])at  ]>on  i-sixt  :  ]>at  we  habbez  here  i-brou}t, 
With  Bwyfe  schars  met  with-alle  :  bitau^t  it  is  us  echone 
p&i  we  it  leden  fe  Aump^rour —  :  ne  dorre  we  make  no  lone."  [foL  iit  b.] 
"  With-oute  faille,"  quath  fis  gode  man  :  "  ne  dredez  ou  rijt  noujt, 
Jif  ^e  me  wollez  fai-ot  lene  :  J^at  eov  schuUe  faili  ou}t ;  138 

)}e  folle  ^e  schulle  ^elden  ])e  Aumperoure  :  ase  men  token  ou  for-to 

lede, 
No-fing  ne  schal  ou  failli  :  ne  farf  ov  no-J>ing  drede."  140 

j)Q  scbipmen  ope  truste  of  is  word  :  wel  largeliche  him  mete 
And  token  fe  bischope  wel  i-metene  :  Ane  houndred  qtiarteres  jwete ; 
And  wenden  forth  to  fe  Aumperour  :  and  is  com  him  ladde ; 
And  beden  is  stiwardes  meten  wel  :  jif  heo  )>e  folle  hadden.  144 

buy  meten,  and  founden  al  ])e  fulle  :  and  wel  more  ])are-to. 
For  wonder  heo  axeden  J>e  scbipmen  :  ^wi  it  woxe  so. 
heo  })onkeden  a-non  ])ane  gode  bischop  :  ])at  is  neode  to  heom  mende. 
And  tolden  fore  f  e  Aumperoure  :  hou  muche  com  heo  him  lende. 
And  hou  he  bi-het  heom  ])at  it  ne  scholde  :  ])are-fore  ne  wanie  noujt^ 
And  hou  heo  hadden  bi  large  met  :  wel  more  com  i-broujt. 
f)ia  guode  bischope  heo  hereden  swi])e  :  and  ])onkeden  muche  also, 
)}at  hadde  ])oru  ore  louerdes  grace  :  swche  miracle  i-do.  152 

Al  fe  contreie  hadde  i-nou3  :  to  mete  and  to  sede. 
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To  ^er  and  more,  of  fat  com  :  fat  heo  gonue  fare  lede. — 

IT  In  an  ofur  tyme  fis  guode  bischop  :  bi  a  fair  treo  com : 

he  fond  fare  men  fat  duden  fing  :  a-jein  heore  cristine-dom  :         156 

heo  stoden  fare,  aee  heo  ofte  duden  :  and  maden  heore  sacrefise 

to  fe  deuel  onder  fis  treo  :  fat  men^  mijten  far-of  a-grise.  ^  saponcribed. 

Soint  Nicholas  heom  tomede  echone  :  gode  men  foi^to  be. 

And  dude  heom  for-sake  f e  feondes  lore  :  and  hewe  ardoun  fat  treo. 

\)e  deuel  after  fulke  tyme  :  to  him  hadde  gret  onde :  161 

For^to  a-batien  is  pouwer  :  in  alle  manere  he  gan  fonde. — 

pilegrimes  weren  in  f  e  se  :  to  seint  Nicholas  for-to  wende, 

For  f e  guodnesse  fat  huy  of  him  herden  :  jif  god  heom  wolde  f e 

grace  sende.  164 

In  fourme  of  a  fair  womman  :  f e  deuel  cam  heom  to 
And  seide, ''  louerdingues,  wel  is  ecu  :  fat  je  mouwen  ouwer  wille  do 
For-to  seche  fis  holie  man  :  fat  so  milsf ul  is  and  hende ! 
Leouere  ich  hadde  fane  ani-fing  :  mi)te  ich  with  ou  wende :         168 
For  ich  ne  wilni  no-f ing  so  muche  :  ase  fane  holie  man  to  seo. 
A  luyte  f ing  je  moten  for  me  don  :  jwane  it  ne  may  of ur  beo  : 
Nimeth  here  fis  guode  oygnement  :  fat  deorewurf e  is  with-alle, 
And  ^wane  je  into  is  churche  comiet :  smeoiieth  in  eche  walle,     172 
For^to  wurthschipien  fane  guode  man  :  fat  is  of  so  gret  pouste ; 
And  jwane  ich  ne  mai  to  him  come  :  doth  fat  In  f e  muynde  of  me ! " 
)}is  pil^rimes  with  glade  heorte  :  fis  oynement  to  heom  nome, 
to  smerien  with  fis  holie  churche  :  jwane  heo  fudere  come.  176 

Ase  he  wenden  forth  in  f  e  se  :  sone  it  dude  bi-falle 
))at  fare  cam  to  heom  a  schip  :  with  faire  men  with-alle ; 
A  bischop  fare  was  a-mong  heom  :  swife  fair  man  and  hende. 
he  grette  heom  faire  and  axede  a-non  :  jwodere  heo  f ou)ten  wende. 
heo  seiden  fat  heo  wolden  :  jif  it  godes  wille  were,  [foi.  lu] 

to  fe  churche  of  Mirree  :  for^to  Anouri  seint  Nicholas  fere.  182 

"  Jwat  was  fe  womman,"  f e  bischop  seide  :  "  fat  3 wile  er  ecu  cam  to, 
And  jwat  was  it  fat  heo  ecu  bi-teijte  1  :  jwat  schuUe  )e  f are-with 

do  1 "  184 

**  Sire,  it  is  an  oynement "  :  f  eos  pilegrimes  seden, 
*'  pe  guode  womman  jeome  us  bad  :  to  f  e  holie  churche  it  lede 
And  f are-with  in  muynde  of  hire  :  jwane  it  were  fudere  i-brou)t, 
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FROM   FIGHTING. 

Smeorie  }e  holie  churche  wowes —  :  fat  we  ne  leten  it  non^t ! "     188 

*'  3e,  ^e/'  quath  ])i8  holie  man  :  ''  je  nuten  non^t  jwat  heo  is. 

takez  me  ])at  oynement  :  and  ^e  schullen  i-seo,  i-wis." 

f>ia  guode  man  nam  ])at  oynement  :  and  a-midde  ])e  se  it  caste. 

pat  watnr  bi-gan  to  heme  a-non  :  a-^ein  is  kuynde,  wel  faste ;        192 

Fram  stude  to  stude  ])at  fuyr  om  :  and  bamde  ])e  se,  i-wis. 

f>o  seide  ]>e  guode  man,  "  heie  je  iseoth  :  jwat  ouwer  oynement  is. 

hadde  je  ani-])ing  ])arof  :  on  ])e  chuiche-walles  i-do, 

Al  }e  churche  hadde  for-bamd  :  and  al  ]>e  toun  al-so.  196 

hit  was  ])e  foule  feond  of  helle  :  ])at  it  ou  tok  with  honde 

For-to  brenne  ])ulke  churche  :  for  he  haueth  fai-to  onde." 

Forth  wende  fia  bischop  and  alle  his  :  anon-ii^t  ]>oru)  godes  sonde. 

))e  pilegrimes  roweden^  ])ene  nexte  wey  :  so  ]>at  huy  comen  to  londe. 

to  seint  Nicholas  heo  wenden  fo  :  ]>at  heo  so  wide  soujte.      ^  orig.  nw 

A-non  so  heo  i-sei}en  ])is  guode  man  :  heo  stoden  in  grete  ]>oujte ; 

heom  ^ovL^ie  ])at  it  ])e  bischop  was  :  ]>at  in  ])e  se  to  heom  cam, 

pat  sche'^ude  hem  ]>at  oynement  :  and  ])e  feondes  swykedam.        204 

•*  Louerd,"  heo  seiden,  "  nov  fin  ore  1  :  muche  is  fi  pouwer : 

pat  we  i-seijen  in  ])e  se  :  are  we  comen  her." 

heo  hereden  muche  fene  holie  man  :  as  it  wel  ri^t  wa&  207 

)}e  guode  man  faste  heom  for-bed  :  ]>at  heo  ne  tolden  noujt  fis  oas. 

Fairore  Miracle  on  eorfe  :  ne  mi^te  we  neuere  i-wite 

Jjane  we  of  seint  Nicholas  :  findeth  ofte  i-write  ! — 

In  a  tyme  lufere  men  weorreden  :  fene  Aumperour  of  rome 

And  destruyden  is  londes  faste  :  and  bataille  a-}ein  him  nome.      212 

pe  Aumperour  nam  ])re  grete  louerdingues  :  and  o]>ere  wel  mani  on, 

For-to  wenden,  I-armede  swyj>e  wel  :  to  fi^ten  a-3ein  is  fon. 

J?is  freo  princes  with  heore  men  :  in  fe  se  forth  i-wenden, 

to  listen  a-^ein  is  wyferwynes  :  ase  fe  Aumperour  heom  sende.      216 

So  fat  fe  wynd  heom  drof  :  ase  it  were  bi  cas, 

to  fe  contreie  of  Mirree  :  fare  f is  bischop  was. 

pQ  bischop  heorde  of  hem  telle.  :  a3en  heom  he  wende  sone,  219 

And  bad  heom  come  and  ete  with  him  :  and  huy  graunteden  is  bone. 

Jjis  [fe]^  guode  man  dude  for  heo  ne  scholden  :  none  robberie  do. 

he  made  hem  suyfe  wel  anayse  :  and  fair  semblaunt  al-so  ;  *  om- 

So  fat  f oruj  f is  holie  bischop  :  heo  and  heore  fon 
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With-oute  dunt  ofur  blod  i-sched  :  a-corded^  weren  a-non,  224 

Al-to  ])e  Aumperores  gaode  :  ant  to  his  honour  al-so.  >  orig.  aooniet 

Jpeos  ])re  maistres  wenden  hamward  :  fo  fia  dede  was  i-do.      [foi.  iis  b.] 

heo  comen  and  tolden  ]>e  Aumperour  :  hov  heo  hadden  on  i-take. 

))e  Aumperour  was  wel  a-payd  :  and  gret  feste  gan  heom  make.     228 

heore  lu])ere  felawes  comen  sone  :  and  ]>ar&-to  hadden  envie, 

And  seiden  heo  hadden  )>e  Aumperoure  :  i-don  gret  tricherie 

And  with  is  fon  imaked  a  fol  pays  :  and  with  grete  feolonie, 

to  ])e  deseritisun  of  fe  Aumperour  :  ope  heom  heo  gunne  lye.         232 

j)e  Aumperour  in  grete  wrath]>e  :  let  heom  nime  faste 

And  binden  ])eos  ])re  princes  :  and  in  strongue  prisons  caste. 

So  faste  weren  fis  lu]»ere  men  :  ope  fis  princes  ]>reo 

))at  ])e  Aumperour  swor  is  oth  :  A-slawe  heo  scholden  beo.  236 

he  let  somony  is  knyjtes  alls  :  ]>at  heo  a-morewe  come 

For-to  bringuen  ]>eos  ])reo  princes  :  to  de]>e  ]K)ru)  heore^  dome,   i  ai.  hu 

A-non  so  ^  ti]>ingue  was  i-broujt  :  to  ]>is  princes^  ]yreo,         *  oi.  prisons 

heo  weopen  and  criden  deolfalliche  :  fai  reu]>e  it  was  to  se,  240 

heo  weopen  and  heore  clo]>es  teren  :  and  heore  her  al-so;  inr.t4i-tax.oiii. 

And  J^ou^ten  on  ]>e  grete  godnesse  :  ]>at  seiat  Nicholas  hadde  i-do.^ 

"  Louerd/  heo  seiden, ''  Nicholas  :  fro  jwam  wel  glade  we  code, 

And  also  wis  ase  we  gultelese  booth  :  help  us  in  ore  neode,  244 

Ne  lat  us  neuere  ]>us  gulte-lese  :  to  de]>e  boon  i-broujt  I " 

))e  holie  bischop  Nicholas  :  ne  fur-jat  heom  noujt  :^        >  ▼▼.  t46-«  ai.  om. 

For  a  nyjt,  ase  )>e  Aumperour  :  ase  a  louerd  lay  and  ase  a  sire, 

In-to  is  paleis,  ]>at  was  so  strong  :  and  i-barred  al  with  ire,  248 

to  him  ri)t  bi-fore  his  bed  :  fiB  holi  bischop  com,^  i  orig.  <im 

And  seide, ''  sire  Aumperour,  jwat  ]>encst  ]>ou  :  with  fi  false  dom  1 

Jwi  hast  fou  fiB  gultelese  men  :  In  fi  prisone  i-broujt 

And  gulteles  ]>enchest  heom  arquelle  1 :  ich  rede,  with-drau3  ))i  ))ou)t  I 

A-ris  op  sone,  ich  rede  ^  :  and  lat  heom  of  prisone  wende,  253 

Ofur  ichuUe  mine  louerd  bidde  :  ]>at  he  ))e  weorre  sende,^      *ldblnds  ^ 

j}at  ]>are-inne  ]>ou  worst  al-to-boned  :  and  i-brou)t  of  lijf-dawe, 

j}at  foules  schullen  and  wilde  bestes  :  fi  caroyne  al-to-drawe."^     256 

•*  Jwat  artov,"  quath  Je  Aumperour  :  **  ojmr  of  jwat  pouste,     *  JI'S^ 

j}at  m  ])is  tyme  art  i-come  :  ia-to  mi  paleys  to  me 

And  swuche  bolde  wordes  spextl  :  wonder  me  ]>inchez  of  )>e  ! '' 
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UNJUSTLY   IMPRISONED. 

**  Ich  am,"  quath  J>is  Nicholas  :  "  bischop  of  mirreo."  260 

H  Seint  Nicholas  wende  al-so  :  to  f  e  Auinperoures  heije  lustise, 

))are  he  lai  bi*side  in  ])e  paleys  :  and  made  him  sum-del  a-grise : 

"  J)ov  witlese  wrechche/*  he  seide  :  "  ^wat  hauestou  i-])oti)t  1 

Easto7  ])at  ])is  gultelesc  men  :  to  de]>e  beon  i-brou^t  1  264 

With-drau^  fi  red,  ich  f e  rede,  sone  :  ofur  fou  schalt  al  foi>dwyne 

And  for-leose  al  J)i  guod  :  and  deyje  in  strongue  pine." 

"  Jwat  artou,"  fis  ofur  seide  :  "  fat  spext  worded  fus  grete 

And  ])e  Aumperores  hei^e  lustise  :  ])as  baldeliche  darst  ])iete  1"    268 

"  Ich  am,"  he  seide,  "  Nicholas  :  bischop  of  Mirree. 

bote  fou  with-diawe  J>i  red  sone  :  fou  schalt  i-leue  me." 

})Q  AumperouT  lai  and  qi^kede  sore  :  and  sende  afber  is  lustise,  [foi.  iii] 

\)&i  was  al-so  sore  a-drad  :  and  soruful  in  eche  wise.  272 

Eyf ur  tolde  ofur  fore  :  hou  he  to  heom  seide 

And  wel  baldeliche  ])retnede  heom.  :  j  ware-fore  heo  weren  in  diede. 

For-to  schilden  heom  fram  is  wrath])e  :  an-o))ur  heo  mosten  rede  : 

)}is  ]7re  prisones  heo  leten  up  nime  :  and  sone  bi-fore  heom  lede.   276 

Swi))e  sore  heo  weren  a-dradde  :  for  heo  weuden  a-non  beo  dede ; 

To  \>Q  bischop  Nicholas  :  reuliche  heo  gonne  grede.  ^  at,  d«ri«)> 

"  beaus  amis,"  qi^th  J)e  Aumpcrour  :  "  ^wat-manere  men  beo  je, 

J)at  fus  foru^  ouwer  enchauntement  :  a-ni^t  drechcheth^  mel"     280 

"A,  sire,  merci,"  fis  ofure  seide  :  "  ^wi  wolle  ^e  seggen  so  1 

Of  anchauntement  ne  coufe  we  neuere  :  ope  god  we  wollez  us  do. 

Ake  gultelese  men  we  buth  :  with  onri3te  hidere  i-brou3t;  283 

Al-so  wis  god  schikle  us  fram  J>e  deth  :  ase  we  ne  beth  gultie  nou^t." 

** I-knowe  30  ani  Man,"  quath  J>e  Aumpcrour  :  "fat  bote  Nicholas]" 

)3iire  nas  neuere  on,  for  fis  word  :  fat  in  gre[t]  hope  ne  was ! 

heore  hondene  heo  heolden  op  on  hei3  :  and  wel  loude  gradden     287 

to  fe  bischope  ^  Nicholas  :  fat  he  reufe  of  heom  hadde.     >  Ms.uuM^opt 

**J?oni3  him,"  quath  fe  Aumperour  :  **3e  beth  to  Hue  i-do, 

Ich  ou  3iue  lij  f  and  lime  :  and  ouwer  chateles  al-so. 

goth  nouf  e  hasteliche  to  him  :  and  tellez  him  wel  bliue 

hou  fat  for  f e  louo  of  him  :  ich  let  ov  gon  a-liue ;  292 

biddeth  fat  he  for-3iue  me  is  wrathf e  :  and  non  harm  for  eu  me  do, 

Ake  fat  he  bidde  god  for  me  :  and  for  mi  kyncdom  al-so."^    *  al'S^^ 

J)is  prisones  wenden  with  glade  heorte  :  to  f  0  bischope  Nicholas, 
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HEAUNO  SPRINGS  START   FROM  HIS  MARBLE  TOMB.      MIBAOLBS  : 

And  ]>onkedeQ  him,  ase  heo  aujten  wel  :  of  fis  loyfule  cos.  206 

>^Icb  wene,  ])ere  nas  neuere  baluwe  :  seint  Nicholases  i-per, 
))at  80  manie  faire  Miracles  :  bi  is  Hue  dude  her ; 
For  to  come  into  so  strong  paleis  :  and  gon  op-on  ]>e  se  al-so, 
gret  wonder  was  ])at  ani-bodi  :  swuch  miracle  mi^te  do !  300 

Muche  of  ])e  kuynde  of  heuene  :  ore  louerd  here  him  sende, 
Aungles  dede  a-liue  to  do  :  are  be  hennes  i-wende.^ —   »  w.  w-sot  at.  om. 
po  ore  louerdes  wille  was  :  ])at  be  scbolde  hennes  w'ende, 
be  bad  ore  louerd  ])at  be  scbolde  :  aungles  to  bim  sonde.  30*4 

po  be  i-say  ])e  Aungles  to  bim  come  :  be  ]>onkede  ore  louerd  faste. 
j)Q  ])ritti])e  saume  of  ])e  sauter  :  be  bi-^an  ])us  ate  laste 
*'  In  J>e,  louerd,  icb  babbe  i-boped  :  fat  ich  i-confundet  ne  beo, 
))ine  bolie  ere  bei^  a-doun  to  me  :  beije  and  deliuere  me."  308 

be  deide  ate  sixte  vers  :  ]>at  on  e[n]glicbs  to  seggen  is 
"  Mine  soule,  louerd,  icb  bi-take  ))e  :  fou  boujtest  hire,  i-wis.*' 
))e  soule  out  wende  with  ])ulke  worde  :  and  }e  Aungeles  fortli  biro 

here; 
AUe  fe  felawescbipes  of  beuene  :  wel  glade  ])ere-witb  were.  312 

be  deide  ])re  boundret  ^er  :  and  in  ]>e  yreo  and  fourty])e  jere 
After  ])at  god  was  i-bore  :  as  ])e  bok  us  deth  lere. 
In  one  toumbe  of  Marbre  be  was  i-leid  :  swy])e  faire  witb-alle. 
Out  of  )>e  barde  Marbrenston  :  ])e  oyle  gan  out  walle ;     [foi.  in  b.]    316 
A  welle  of  eoyle  paxe  sprong  out  :  ri^t  at  is  beued  a-non, 
And  at  is  fet  a  welle  of  water  :  of  ]>e  barde  Marbre-ston.^  >  Tr.sn-sa/.oni. 
Sike  men  ])are  gonnen  sone  :  wel  ])icke  ]>udere  gon. 
)}ar-of  men  beren  wide  a-bonte  :  and  jeot  men  doth  al-so ;  320 

gret  botningue  fax  is  juyt  :  of  men  ]>at  comietb  ))are-to — 
For  fe  welle  of  eoyle  and  of  watur  :  ase  manie  men  i-seotb, 
In  )>e  barde  ston  lastez  jeot  :  J^are  is  bolie  bones  beotb. —        ^  om.  \>w 
Many  fair  Miracle  ]>are^  bath  of  bim  :  setb^  be  deide,  i-come.      324 
pel  we  ne  mouwen  noujt  tellen  alle  :  we  moten  tellen  of  soma^ — 
IT  To  a  gyy  at  one  tyme  :  a  cristine  man  jeode  >  nr.  sso-s  ai.  om. 

For-to  borewi  gold  of  bim  :  to  is  mucbele  neode. 
be  ne  mijte  finden  bim  nanne  boruj  :  ne  wed  nadde  be  non :        328 
))ane  gy  v  to  seint  Nicholas  cbuicbe  :  be  bad  with  bim  gon ; 
Op-on  seint  Nicbolases  auter  be  swor  :  at  one  certeyne  daye, 
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So  god  him  helpe  and  seint  Nicholas  :  his  gold  him  for-to  paya 

))is  giv  for  seint  Nicholas  loue  :  his  oth  non^t  ne  foiHSok,  332 

Ake  seint  Nicholas  to  borewe  he  nam  :  and  J^at  gold  him  bi-tok. 

]pis  Iu]>ere  cristine  man  :  ]>o  it  cam  to  is  daye, 

))at  gold  nolde  he  jelde  noujt  :  ake  J^oujte  ])ane  giv  bi-traye. 

pe  giv  cam  and  axode  him  :  jwanne  he  it  jelde  wolde.  336 

'*  Jjov  false  schrewe,"  fe  oJjup  seide  :  "  ich  it  fe  habbe  i-jolde." 

))e  giv  seide  nay,  and  he  jus  :  bote  al  no  heold  it  noujt. 

))e  giv  let  him  somoni :  ]>at  he  was  to  court  i-broujt. 

Ake  ])is  false  cristine  man  :  J^oujte  op  one  feoUe  gynne :  340 

Ane  staf  he  nam  op-on  is  bond  :  — ^holu)  he  was  with-inne — 

]pare-inne  ho  dutte  al  ]>at  gold  :  ]>at  he  scholde  fe  giwe  jelde, 

And  feolliche  dutte  bine  and  faste  :  ]>at  men  ne  scholden  him  bi- 

melde. 
bi-fore  ])e  bayllifs  buy  comen  :  ]>e  giv  and  he  bo]>e.  344 

he  with-sok  ])e  giwes  dette  :  and  was  i-don  to  ane  ofe, 
f)o  he  scholde  is  oth  do  :  is  false  staf  he  bi-tok 
pe  giwe,  and  bad  him  jwitie  ))e  jwile  :  he  leide  is  bond  on  )>e  bok ; 
And  seide,  "al-so  muche  gold  al-so  ich  borewede  :  of  ]>e  giv  ])at 

here  is,  348 

So  helpe  me  crist  and  seint  Nicholas  :  ich  tok  him  a-jein,  i-wis." 
f>\s  lu]^re  mad  with  is  fals  oth  :  swi^  wel  i-leued  was, 
And  }e  o])ur,  for  he  was  a  giv  :  no-])ing  i-leued  he  nas. 
"  3  wane  ])ou  me  hast  bi-gUed  :  with  fi  false  cas,  352 

Ich  bidde  ])ine  borouj  ]>at  he  it  me  jelde  :  )^  guode  seint  Nicholas." 
pe  giv  with  wel  sorie  chore  :  wende  him  forth  a-non. 
And  ])e  false  man  nam  is  staf  :  and  hamward  bi-gan  to  gon. 
Al-so  he  wende  bi  )>e  weie  hamward  :  to  slepe  he  hadde  grete  wille : 
pare  twei  weijes  to-gadere  comen  :  a-doun  he  lai  wel  stille.  357 

As  ])is  false  man  lay  and  slop  :  a  cart  ]>are  cam  gon, 
And  al-to-bruysde  is  false  bones  :  yai  he  deide  a-non. 
))at  0  )weol  to-brak  ])ane  false  staf  :  ase  man!  a  man  i-«ai) :  360 

IHiere  afoL  u  wanting  ;  MS.  Sari  continues :"] 

[pat  gold  schadde  out  al-abrod  :  &  amidde  ])e  weye  lay. 
IT  ]>e  gyw,  ))o  lio  J^is  iscj  :  loude  he  gan  to  crte 
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&  ]>onkede  seint  Nicholas  :  fat  scbewede  his  triclierie. 

For  fe  miracle  men  him  radde  :  cnstene  forto  beo.  364 

"  Certes,  ynelle,"  quaf  f  is  of  cr  :  "  er  i®  more  iseo ; 

Ac  if  god  &  seint  Nicholas  :  wolde  fis  lifer  manes^  lyf  sende,   i  a/,  man  !■ 

Cnstene  i^  wolde  fanne  beo  :  &  Berui  hem  to  mi  lyues  ende." 

IT  Fram  def  e  to  lyue  f  is  false  man  :  f  orf  seint  Nicholas  com.  368 

Anon  so  f  e  gyw  fis  is^  :  he  wilnede  cnstendom, 

k  bileouede  on  ihe«u  crwt  :  &  god  man  enereft  was. 

j)iB  me  fin}])  a  fair  miracle  :  of  seint  Nicholas  I 

her  ^e  seof  hou  hit  gof  hi  men  :  fat  wif  gyle  swerief ,  iwis  ;  372 

pe^  he  f  urf  gyle  swerie  sof  :  iwis  forswore  he  is. — 

IT  A  god  man  f er  was  in  a  tyme  :  fat  longe  was  mid  his  wyae, 

pat  no  childe  nemijte  habbe  :  fat  eaere  cam  to  lyue. 

To  seint  Nicholas  ofte  hi  bede  :  achild  hem  to  sende,  376 

&  bihete  him,  if  hit  so  were  :  to  him  forto  wende. 

IT  Seint  Nicholas  iharde  here  bone  :  — for  god  he  is  &  mylde : 

hit  biful  fer-after  sone  :  fat  his  wyf  was  mid  chylde, 

&  bronjte  forf  afair  sone.  :  glad  f  is  gode  man  was  I  380 

he  let  jarki  a  fair  coupe  :  to  seint  Nicholas. 

So  faire  was  f  e  coupe  of  golde  :  f  o  heo  was  ^ara  iwroojt, 

&  f is  hosebonde  heo  was  so  leof :  fat  he  nolde  leue  hire  nojt, 

Ac  athuld  hire  in  his  owe  hous  :  him-silue  f  er-of  to  drinke ;  384 

Anof er  to  seint  Nicholas  :  f e  goldsmyth  he  let  biswinke. 

IT  f)o  f  e  coupe  was  ymaked  :  to  f  e  louerd  seint  Nicholas, 

he  wiste  hire  wif  gret  drueri  :  ac  f  of  er  fairere  was. 

IT  ))o  his  sone  was  wel  i-woxe  :  &  hadde  stren3f e  &  raijte,  388 

To  f  0  pelgnmage  of  seint  Nicholas  :  f  is  gode  man  him  dijte, 

&  noni  wif  him  his  leone  sone  :  &  f  e  conpen  beye, 

pe  furste,  fat  him  was  so  leof  :  to  serui  him  bi  f e  weye, 

]}of  er,  to  ofri  seint  Nicholas  :  whan  hi  f  ider  come.  392 

hi  greif  ede  hem  fr-godes  name  :  &  f  e  holi  wei  hi  nome. 

U  So  fat  hi  come  in  f e  see  :  as  hi  fane  wei  wende. 

After  water  of  f  e  see  :  f  is  gode  man  his  sone  sonde  : 

*'  Fech  me/'  he  seide,  "  of  f  e  water  :  in  myn  owene  coupe !  "  396 

pat  child  dude  his  fader  heste  :  &  to  f e  water  gan  stoupe. 

pe  coupe  ful  out  of  his  bond  :  &  anon  to  grounde  sonk  ; 

pe  child  ful  in  afterward  :  &  in  f  e  water  adronk. 

Gret  deol  makede  f  is  gode  man  :  f  o  he  s^  f  is  cas,  400 

pat  lie  nadde  bote  fat  o  child  :  &  he  adronke  was. 

"  Awei/'  he  seide,^  '*fis  dai  abide!  :  leoue  louerd,  alias!      1 02. [>At i« Khai 
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wel  i®  wot^  i®  haae  agalt  :  ]>e  louerd  seint  Nicholas^ 

))at  i^  bynom  him  ])e  f urate  coupe.  :  louerd,  what  sclial  i®  do  ?  404 

perfore  i^  kabbe  ilore  nou  mi  child  :  &  ]>e  coupe  also. 

Seint  Nicholas,  foi^if  hit  me  :  &  ynelle  no^t  bileue,  iwis, 

j)at  ynelle  siche  pe  :  pe^  me  beo  bifalle  piB ! " 

IT  ])i8  gode  man  [him]  weude  for])  :  in  deol  &  sori  ])03t ;  408 

Er  he  to  seint  Nicholas  com  :  he  netumde  aje  nojt 

))o  he  to  ])e  weued  com  :  pat  he  hadde  wide  iso^t, 

\)e  coupe  he  offrede  perio  :  pat  he  hadde  ])ider  ibro^t. 

pe  coupe  hipte  anon  a^e  :  he  nolde  astinte  ]>er0,  412 

Ac  hipte  into  pe  flor  :  wreche  as  pe^  hit  wer^. 

))i8  gode  man  hirtf  nom  vp  :  &  o&ede  hire  eft  ])er«. 

Eflsone  heo  hipte  fram  pe  weued  :  (orpere  pSLU  heo  dude  ere. 

IT  ))o  was  ])is  gode  man  agr/se  :  &  popere  aboute  also.  416 

'^  Louerd/'  he  seide,  "  seint  Nicholas  :  i^  haue  pe  moche  misdo. 

Ich  wolde  ofifri  poper  coupe  :  ao  ynemai  perto  come  : 

vnderfong  ])U8,  if  hit  beo  ])i  wille  :  for  poper  me  is  bynome. 

ynderfong  poper  of  mi  sone  :  for  ]>u  wost  wher  he  is ;  420 

Let  mi  sone  to  pe  ofifri  ])ulke  :  &  let  me  offri  ])is." — 

For  no  hope  of  his  soues  lyf  :  pe  gode  man  ])is  nesede, 

Ac  for  he  scholde  his  soule  helpe  :  &  pe  whatloker^  do  what  he  bede. — 

IT  Mid  ]>i8  word  per  com  in  :  his  sone,  pat  was  adronke,  424 

&  bar  pe  coupe  on  his  bond  :  pat  was  mid  him  asonke  j 

To  pe  weued  he  ^eode  &  offrede  :  to  seint  Nicholas. 

wele,  loue?*d,  pe  grete  ioye  :  pat  of  pe  miracle  was  I 

Gladliche  pe  fader  &  pe  sone  :  her«  offring  vp  here  ;  [foi.  iss]  428 

&  wende  horn  wip  gret  ioye  :  &  leuede  pe  coupen  ])ere, 

&  herede  moche  seint  Nicholas  :  as  hi  wel  aujte,  iwis. — 

Meni  is  pe  faire  miracle  :  pat  of  seint  Nicholas  is  I — 

U  A  gyw  was  while  in  a  tyme  :  pat  i-hurde  meni  o  tale  432 

Of  pe  miracles  of  seint  Nicholas  :  pat  he  dude  so  fale. 

So  [])at],  pe^  he  wer6  a  gyw  :  vpe  him  his  hurte  he  caste, 

&  hontirede  him  ynou^  :  &  bi])o^te  him  atte  laste : 

An  ymage  pnueiliche  he  makede  :  of  seint  Nicholas  436 

1^  &  honurede  hit  in  his  hous  :  ])o  hit  ^are  was. 
'.    IT  In  a  tyme  hit  biful  :  pat  he  hadde  to  done 

In  pe  contrai  per-ohoute  :  to  come  aje  wel  sone. 

he  nuste  wham  his  god  bitake  :  forte  he  a^e  come  :  440 

Seint  Nicholas  ymage  he  bad  :  nyme  per^to  gode  gome. 

*'  Ich  pe  habbe/'  he  seide,  *'  iloued  ynou3  :  do  me  som  god  J^erfore: 
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wite  mi  god  forte  i*  come  :  pat  hit  ne  beo  forlore  I 

For,  bi  seint  Nicholas  fat  i®  louie  :  if  hit  beo  awei  ibore  444 

whan  i*  come  aje,  fu  schalt  :  sore  abigge  ferfore." 

f)e  gyw  wende  forf  his  wei  :  &  tok  al  his  god  to  wite 

f>Q  ymage,  forte  he  come  aje  :  as  hit  is  iwrite. 

Bippe  hit  biful  pat  lipere  men  :  &  ])eoues  per  come]  448 

[Here  L,  goes  on  again.'] 

And  to  ^broken  pe  giwes  hoos  :  and  is  guod  a-wei  nome.  [feu  1153 

po  pe  giv  cam  horn  a-^ein  :  and  miste  al  is  gvod,^      1  oi.  om.    •  orig.  good 
gret  deol  he  made  and  seoruwe  i-nov^  :  and  ferde  ase  ho  were  wod. 
to  ])ane  jmage  he  wende  a-non  :  ase  he  bi  pe  walle  stod  :  452 

''Seie/'  he  seide,  ''jwat  hanest  ])ou  i-do? :  ])ou  hauest  i-set  harm 

a-brod. 
Ich  bi-tok  pe  to  witene  al  mi  guod  :  ]>at  god  lente  me : 
hit  is  nou])e  al  i-bore  a-wei  :  and  ])at  ich  wite  pe, 
Jwan  ich  it  bi-tok  pe  in  warde  :  and  po\i  were  of  pouste  456 

to  witen  it  wel,  jif  ])at  ]>oa  woldest  :  ])are-fore  ])ou  haue  mangre.^ 
For  jwane  ich  truste  so  mnche  to  pe   :  and  ]>ou  noldest  do  mi 

bone,  *  rr,  456-7  at.  otn. 

bi  ri3te  lawe,  ase  ich  pe  bi-het :  ])oy  schalt  a-bugge  sone, 

Jwane  ])oa  jolde  mine  godhede  :  so  vuele  at)>e  laste."  460 

harde  scourgene  he  nam  and  stronge   :  and  beot  ]>i3  ymage  wel 

faste, 
Jjat  grete  peces  borsten  a-wei —  :  he  ferde  ase  he  were  wod, 
And  euere  he  bad  ])at  sell  treo  :  bringue  a3en  is  guod. 
Seint  Nicholas  ])are-afteTward  sone  :  to  pe  ])eoues  wende,  464 

Al  for-woundet  and  to-drawe  :  ase  pe  giv  him  to-rende ; 
"  Lo,"  he  seide,  "  hov  ich  am  for  ov  :  I-woundet  and  for-gnawe, 
blok  and  blodi,  ase  }e  i-seoth  :  and  al  mi  bodi  to-drawe. 
bringez  a-^en,  ich  red  ov,  sone  :  ])at  je  habbez  a-wei  ^  i-bore    ^  orig.a-3Mi 
And  istole  of  pe  giwes  guode  :  o])ur  je  schuUe  hangi  J^are-fore.^ 
For-so])e  i  segge,  je  schullen  hangen  :  bote  ^e  it  hom  anon  lede,    470 
Je  schullen  some  a-bugge  with  me  :  ouwer  foule  mis-dede."      ■  3'^* 
))eos  ]>eoue8  weren  sore  of-dradde  :  heo  nomen  heom  to  rede  472 

And  ladden  hom  a-jein  pe  giwes  guod —  :  buy  ne  dorsten  o]>ur  for 

drede,^  » ©rig.  kn 
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And  weren  a-knowe  of  al  hore  gnlt :  and  ]>o  Miracle  him  sede 
'hov  seint  Nicholas  to  heom  cam  :  with  is  sidene  blod-rede. 
f>e  giv,  and  ]>e  ])eues  al-so  :  to  seint  Nicholas  bede  476 

)>at  he  for-)eue  heom  heore  gait :  and  nolden  more  don  to  qnede. 
pe  ]>eues  bi-comen  trewe  men  :  and  ne  stelen  neuereft  more, 
And  ye  giv  him  let  cristny  sone  :  and  tok  him  al-to  godes  lore, 
And  euereft  more  euerechone  :  loueden  seint  Nicholas.  480 

Me  ]>incheth,  a-mong  alle  o^re  :  a  fair  Miracle  Jat  waa  1^ —    *  lu!ma!^ 
IT  In  ano])nr  time  a  guod  man  was  :  ]>at  hadde  a  clerk  to  sone ; 
Eche  jere  he  wolde  for  is  lone  :  a-seint  Nicholas  dai  bi  wone 
Of  manie  clerkns  gret  feste  holden  :  and  wurthschipien^  seint 

Nicholas  al-so,  ^  ol  om.      484 

with  ofiringue  and  seruise  at  churche  :  gret  honur  him  do. 
))e  feond  hadde  ])ar-to  onde.  :  a  dai  he^  cam  ]>ere  i  xs.  «m  ht 

A-seint  Nicholas  day  to  fe  jate  :  ase  ]>ei  it  a  beggare  were, 
And  bad,   for  seint  Nicholas  loue    :    ]>at  man  sum  guod   him^ 

jeoue.  loric.hMm  488 

Anon  so  ^t  child  wnste  him  pere  :  he  nolde  no  leng  bi-leue 
Ake  bred  he  nam  in  is  hond  :  fsaie  schrewe  forto  beode. 
And  po  ]>at  child  cam  toward  ]>e  jate  :  fe  schrewe  aweiward  jeode ; 
)>at  child  code  euere  after^ward  :  to  jiuen  him  of  )>e  brede,  492 

Ake  he  ^eode  euere  forth,  ase  it  were   :  a-weiward  ])at  child  to 

lede: 
And  ])o  he  cam  in-to  a  deme  stude  :  he  bi-tumde  him  ate  laste,^ 
Ase  it  were  to  nime  ]>at  bred  :  and  anon  he  nam  wel  faste     [>  foi.  iis  b.] 
]^at  child  bi  is  sell  ])rote^  :  and  a-stranglede  him  a-non ;  >  hs.  )>'ot« 

poX  child  lai  ]>are  and  deide  sone  :  and  ]>e  schrewe  a-wei  gan  gon. 
pQ  guode  man,  ]>o  he  miste  is  child  :  he  sou^te  it  wel  wide ;  498 

Ake  ])o  he  fond  it  ligge  a-slawe  :  wel  deolfullicbe  he  crida 
'*  Louerd,"  he  seido,  "  seint  Nicholas  :  ich  bidde  pe  milce  and  ore ! 
honoured  ich  ])e  habbe  mani  a  dai  :  ant  ^eot  ich  hopie  more. 
And  for  anchaisun  of  mi  sone  :  ]>e  more,  and  for  is  lore, 
poi  yovL  me  sendest  loie  of  him  :  and  schildest  me  fram  sore : 
3wi  ^elstov  mine  3wyle  ])U8  ?  :  louerd,  jwi  dest  ]>ou  so  1  504 

hoy  mijt])ou  ]>us,  seint  Nicholas  :  for  reu]>e  bi  me  do  1 
Jif  me  gladnesse  of  mi  child  :  ]>at  ich  mote  him  a-liue  i-seo. 
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And  ich  him  bi-hote  to  ]>ine  seroise  :  and  fat  he  schal  guod  man 

beo." 
Ase  he  was  fna  in  is  beden  :  ])at  child  a-ios  op  allone,  508 

And  herede  god  and  seint  Nicholas  :  a-mong  heom  euerechone, 
)>at  him  hadde  lijf  i-sent  :  for  is  fader  bone  ])er ; 
And  he  tolde  al-hou  ]>e  deuel  hadde  :  him  a-strangled  er, 
For  al-so  muche  ase  he  honourede  so  :  ]>ane  gaode  seint  Nicholas. 
piB,  me  ]>inehez,  a-mong  alle  o]>ere  :  a  fair  Miracle  it  was !  513 

Louerd,  []>at]  for  ]>e  lone  of  seint  Nicholas  :  mani  Miracle  hast  i-do, 
)>ou  schild  ns  fram  ^  pine  of  helle  :  and  fram  dedliche  sunne  also. 

38    Vita  uinoti  Inliani  cotdessoris. 

SEint  lolian  ]>e  confessour  :  was  i-bore  at  rome ; 
Muche  folk  ])on^  is  prechingue  :  cristine  heo  bi-come. 
Of  noble  kimne  he  was  i-come  :  and  renable  he  was  i-noa^  ; 
After  ]>e  Apostles  he  cam  sone  :  and  muche  folk  to  guode  dro}.        4 
In-to  a  cite  he  was  i-sent :  ]>e  prechour  guod  and  trewe, 
Ase  a-postel  for-to  prechi  :  ]>e  jwile  cristinedom  was  newe. 
Cristinedom  was  ]>o  ynwur])e  :  in  ])ulke  cite  fere  : 
gret  scorn  heo  hadden  of  alle  ])ulke  :  fat  icristnede  were,  8 

And  alle  fat  speken  of  cristinedom  :  heo  defouleden  heom  i-nou). 
In  Aunter  him  dude  f'ls  holie  man   :  and  ]mder-ward  jujt  him 

drouj, 
And  a-mong  heom  he  cam  wel  mildeliche  :  and  prechede  faste  a-non. 
)>at  folk  drof  to  busemare  :  fe  meste  del  ech-on ;  12 

Ake  ore  louerd  sende  him  grace  :  and  flair  miracle  for  him  wrou^te, 
And  ]>at  folk  ]>oru)  is  prechingue  :  to  cristinedom  he  broujte. 
Ore  louerd  him  jaf  so  fair  grace  :  ]>at  with  one  worde  he  mijte 
helen  Meoseles  and  guidie  Men  :  and  fe  blinde  jiuen  heore  sijte ;  16 
))are  nas  no-manere  vuel :  noujwer  faie  he  cam  gon, 
)}oruj  fe  vertue  of  fe  croiz  :  ])at  he  ne  helde  heom^  a-non.        ^  oa  om. 
So  ]>at  he  tomede  to  cristine-dom  :  al  ]>at  folk  ]>are-a-boute ; 
And  siweden  him  al-eo  in-to  al  ^t  loud  :  of  heom  wel  grete  route.  20 
So  ]>at  heo  comen  in  one  stude  :  a-])ur8t  heo  weren  wel  sore ; 
heo  nusten  jware  to  drinke  come  :  it  greuede  heom  ful  sore  :^     ^^j^T 
heo  criden  alle  on  seint  lulian  :  ^t  he  sum  drinke  heom  founde. 
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HOSPITABLE   HOST   IS  A   GREAT  HUNTER.      A  STAG   SPEAKS  TO   HIM. 

)}is  holie  man  nam  op  is  staf  :  smot  doun  in-to  ])e  groTinde    [foi.  ii6]  24 

And  pi3te  ])ane  poynt  a  luyte  in  ))e  eotpe,  :  J^are  cam  walle  out  a-non 

pet  beste  water  ])at  mi3te  beo  :  a-mong  heom  euerech-on, 

And  fond  heom  alle  drinke  i-nou^  :  ])are  neuer  er  welle  nas, 

)}oru3  vertue  of  ))is  holie  man —  :  fair  miracle  ))are  was !  28 

So  mani  fair  Miracle  ore  loueid  dude  :  for  lone  of  seint  lulian, 

)}at  muche  del  of  ))at  folk  :  hcolden  him  a  god  a[nd]  no  man. 

In  godes  seruise  ate  laste  :  his  lijf  he  brou^te  to  ende 

And  a  luyte  bi-fore  candel-masse  :  to  heouene  he  gan  i-wende,         32 

In  ])e  latere  ende  of  leneuer  :  ^ia  confessour  so  hende. 

Nou  god  for  is  swete  loue  :  us  ))udere  alle  sende. — 

An  o))ur  seint  Julian  ))are  is  :  ))at  men  biddeth  wel  faste 

After  guod  .In.  in  onecouth  stude  :  3wane  heo  booth  sore  a-gaste.    36 

Vita  sanod  Inliani  boni  hospitis. 

SEint  lulian  ))e  guode  herebeger  :  of  noble  kuynde  com ; 
stalewarde  and  strong  man  he  was  :  and  louede  wel  cristin- 
dom; 
he  louede  al-so  game  i-nouj  :  of  hauekes  and  of  houndes — 
A  noblere  bodi  ))ane  he  was  :  noujwere  nas  non  i-f ounde.  4 

Ase  he  hoimtede  In  a  dai  :  In  lolifte  j-nou^, 
A  swype  fair  heort  he  i-sai3  :  and  pare-after  faste  he  drouj. 
he  strenc))ede  him  to  nime  ))at  best  :  and  siwede  after  faste. 
J)o  JJLS  heort  hadde  longe  I-ome  :  he  bi-tumde  him  ate  laste,  8 

And  spak  with  him,  ase  god  it  wolde  :  "  lulian,  lulian,"  he  sede, 
"Jwi  siweste  me  so  faste  1"   he  seide   :  "pou  schalt  don  anopur 

dede : 
hope  pi  fader  and  pi  moder  :  pou  schalt  3eot  a-quelle. 
Ake  ne  beo  pou  no-pe  wropure  with  me  :  pei  ich  it  pe  telle."  12 

po  pis  guode  man  pis  i-heorde  :  him  bi-gan  wondri,  and  drede, 
For  pat  wilde  best  so  spack  :  and  for  wordes  pat  he  sede ; 
him  wondrede,  ase  him  mi3te  wel  :  for  it  spak  a-3ein  kuynde, 
he  was  a-ferd  for  pat^  he  him  bi-het :  and  ofte  it  hadde  in  muynde, 
]?at  he  scholde  fader  and  moder  sle.  :  And  to  fleo  pat  dede,  ^  sopenciibed. 
he  wende  out  of  contreie  stilledliche  :  ase  god  him  wolde  lede.         18 
Into  feorrene  contreie  he  wende.  :  so  pat  he  cam  bi  cas 


"  Louerd,  merci,"  he  f  oTijte, "  hou  is  f  ia  I " :  with  grot  wouder  he  iregretto ; 

"  Dome,"  he  aeide,  "  hou  goth  )iis  1 :  jurat  doat  )»>u  nou^e  here ) 
ho  liggcz  in  ore  hedde  atbom  :  Man  and  wommiui  i-fereV 
"A,  sire,"  quath  Jiia  guode  leuedi  :  "  wel  glad  mijt  )iou  hoo, 
I-hered  bco  ore  louerdes  gtace  :  ]iat  )>07  most  {)is  d;iy  i-eeo  :  59 

}}i  fader  and  ^i  moder  it  ia  :  ))at  wide  })e  bahbez  i-soujt, 
I-heied  boo  ore  louerdca  Bonde  ;  ))nt  hidere  lieom  Ijath  i-bioujtl 
Leoue  Bire,  hi;e  fe  bom  ;  poa  schal'  heom  faire  a-fonge 
And  make  with  heom  loie  i-nouj  ;  me  Jiinchez  er  wel  bnge."  CO 

"  Nai,  cerles,"  quath  fii  lulian  J>o  :  "  jif  fat  it  is  so, 
Al  mi  bliaso  of  |;usse  Hue  i  and  ml  Io;e  is  al  i-do. 
Alas  )at  ich  habbe  fua  loage  i-leoued  :  )iat  i-ne  hadde  ei  i-beo  dsd  I 
iiabbe  iuh  a-slawe  fader  an  Model  1  :  louerd,  ;wat  mai  beo  mi'ied  1  CI 
Al-to  eoth  me  soide  fat  wilde  best  :  alas  f ulte  atounde ;  i  »i.  I-Bd** 

pai  ich  habbe  i-folewed^  hia  bi-heate  :  fe  aofe  ich  habbe  i-founde. 
haue  noufe,  daiue,  wel  gnod  day  :  for  i-nelle  liiibbe  no  resle 
Kr  ich  habbe  mine  peiiaunce  ido —  ;  god  leue  me  don  mi  bests."     63 
"  A,  aire,  merci,"  seide  ia  wijf  :  "  jware-fore  Beistfou  so  ! 
Sikerliche  )iou  auha't  athom  bi-leue  :  and  fine  penaiinco  do." 
"beo  stille,  dniuo,"  luHan  seide  :  "  foil  epext  al  eaibe  uoujt, 
cettes,  1-nelle  neuere  a-stunte  :  are  ich  me  liabhe  ot  loade  i-broujt.  72 
Ake  haue  guod  dai,  mi  treowe  spouse  :  and  god  fe  leue  wel  do ; 
led  clene  lijf ;  and  hide  for  me  :  for  I-ne  wene  neuere  come  fe  to." 
"  Alas,"  seide  f ia  guode  wyf  ;  "  aire,  )wi  seiatfou  so ! 
Jif  god  wnle.  fe  jvvyle  we  a-liue  beoth  :  ne  acbulle  we  departi  aiwo ; 
bote  fou  wolle  bi-fencbe  fe  bet  :  And  at  bom  bi-leue  here,  77 

Certes,  jwodere  fou  etiere  l-wenst  :  i-chuUa  beo  fi  fere  iroi.  uti 

And  parti  with  f e  of  fi  wo  :  ase  ich  dude  er  of  f i  blis — 
For  ho-BO  deth  fat  on,  he  achal  fat  ofur  :  fou  west  wel  fat  rijt  it  is." 
l^Is  guodo  Man  and  is  trewe  w^f  :  wel  stille  forth  beo  i-weude 
-T    And  leten  lond  aud  leode  :  and  al  fat  god  heom  sende. 
So  fat  heo  wonden  foor  and  longue  r  fat  atfe  loste  heo  come 
to  a  deop  watur  and  [.eriioua  ;  fare  Men  a-dreint«n  i-lome.  84 

Jjis  guode  Men  [a-atynte']  for  :  ajid  leten  heom  aone  a-rere  '  ^^*^J^"^ 
A  luytel  houa — bote  hit  was  guod  i-nouj—  :  bi-«de  fa  il^tolit 
watero  fere. 
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Alle  Men  J)at  ])ar&-foitli  comen  :  And  with-oute  he[i]borewe  were, 

he  fond  heom  hereborewe,  guod  i-nou)  :  ]>at  with-oute  none  nere,    88 

bed  and  clo])es  guode  i-nowe  :  and  wel  aysiJiche  heom  di^te ; 

heore  fet  he  wuchs  and  ba])ede  heom  :  and  duden^  al  y&t  heo  mi^ie — 

For  is  fader  soule  and  for  is  moder  :  he  dude  al  ])is  dede;         >  o/.dode 

he  bad  alle  ])at  to  him  come  :  )>at  for  heore  soulene  huy  bede.  92 

he  porueide  him  of  a  scbip  :  and  ouer  ye  watere  ladde 

euer[e]ch  tyme,  dai^  and  nyjt  :  alle  J)at  to  him  gradde— 

]?are-with  he  swonk  sore  i-nouj  :  of  noman  ne  tok  he  nou^t. 

3 wane  he  hadde  ani  miseise  man  :  ouer  ]>e  watere  i-brou^t,  96 

he  ne  let  him  nou^t  fram  him  gon  :  are  huy  ^  a-mendede  were :    *  r.  ho 

he  ladde  heom  in-to  is  house  a-non  :  and  aisede  heom  swi))e  wel  ])ere. 

Al  heo  duden^  for-to  bete  )>e  sunne  :  of  fat  cas  ]>at  him  bi-tidde, 

For  is  fader  soule  and  is  Moder  :  and  bad  Men  for  heom  bidde. — 

)}are-fore  Men  ^eot  to  ])is  day  :  ]>at  ouer  lond  doth  i-wende,     >  r.h«dttde 

heo  biddeth  to  seint  Julian  faste  :  ])at  he  guod  .In.  heom  sonde ; 

And  seint  lulianes  pater-noster  :  of  te  heo  seggez  al-so 

For  is  fader  soule  and  is  Moder  :  pat  he  bringue  heom  par-to. —    104 

1)0  ))is  holie  Man  seint  Julian  :  Jn  Jris  trauail  hadde  ^  i-beo  longe 

And  mani  Miseise  Man  in  is  hous  :  wel  loueliche  vnder  fonge, 

A  day,  ase  he  hadde  i-beo  :  in  trauaile  strong  i-nou^,  >  ms.  iiaddan 

Ase  ladde  ])is  men  ouer  :  and  into  is  Jnne  heom  drouj,  108 

And  a-3ein  middel  nyjt  to  is  bed  :  jeode  at}»en  ende, 

For-to  habbe  sum  reste  ])ere  :  jif  ore  louerd  it  wolde  him  sends : 

At))e  mid-ny^t,  ase  he  bi-gan  :  sum-del  reste  a-fongue,  111 

A  ^eond  half  ])e  watere  JKire  cam  on  :  in  grete  forste  and  ^trongue  : 

"  A-ris,  Julian,  a-non,"  he  gradde  :  "  hider-ward  J)ou  most  go 

And  bringue  me  ouer  ]ns  watere  sone  :  o))ur  ich  dei3e  for  wo." 

)}is  guode  man  heorde  sone  fia  :  and  ))ei  ho  weri  were, 

he  wende  to  fiB  seli  man  :  and  ladde  him  ouer  )>ere.  116 

him  ])0U3te  ^t  he  was  onne]>e  a-liue  :  for  he  was  al  ouer-come. 

Mid  chele  and  mid  o)yur  wo  :  is  limes  him  weren  bi-nome ; 

A  lodlich  musel  he  ]»oujte  al-so  :  and  Je  fouleste  pat  mi^te  beo — 

A  Miseisiore  man  ]>ane  he  )K)U3te  :  no  man  ne  mi^te  iseo.  1 20 

Seint  Juliane  ladde  ]ns  seli  man  :  Jn-to  is  house  hi  ni^te 

And  fondede  to  maken  him  an-Ayse  :  bi  al  is  trewe  mi^te : 

8  2 
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^gret  fu}T  he  dude  him  makien  and  guod  :  fat  he  were  of  chele  i-brou^t, 

And  leide  [him]  pare-bi  wel  softe —  :  ake  al  it  was  for  nou^t.  [» foi.  in  u.] 

Ake  J)0  he  ne  mi^te  with  fuyre  him  hete  :  ne  with  none  oJ)ur  ginne, 

his  owene  bed  he  let  faire  spreden  :  and  brou^te  him  ))are-Inne ; 

elopes  i-nowe  open  him  he  spradde  :  and  helede^  him  wel  faste. 

3eot  he  ])0U3te  ful  sore  of  cale  :  for  al  pat  he  on  him  caste.  128 

Swype  sori  was  pis  guode  man  :  and  sore  him  a-gaste,  »  M8.hoiede(coiT.?) 

\)o  he  him  dude  al  pat  he  mi^te  :  and  pe  chele  so  longe  i-laste. 

he  stod  and  bi-heold  pis  selie  man  :  a  Musel  ase  he  wende : 

Sone  so  ore  louerd  it  wolde  :  is  hev3  bi-gan  a-mende,  132 

Atpe  laste  he  werth  so  fuir  a  man  :  ase  euere  any  mi^te  beo, 

And  so  clcr  he  bi-cam  sone  :  pat  vnnepes  men  mitten  him  seo. 

**  Julian,"  he  seide,  "  god  it  po  jelde  :  pat  pou  me  hast  i-do ! 

In  ore  louenles  erindo  of  heuene  :  i-come  ich  am  pe  to :  136 

Ore  louerd  pe  sente  word  bi  me  :  pat  pou  art  clanliche  i-schriue 

And  pine  penaunce  hast  wel  i-do  :  and  pine  sunnes  beoth  for-^iue ; 

Swype  wel  pou  him  hast  i-paid  :  pou  and  pi  wijf  al-so, 

And  hope  ^e  schullen  with  alle  loye  :  newene  come  him  to."         140 

J)o  he  hadde  pis  word  i-seid  :  he  nuste  jware  he  bi-cam. 

)}is  guode  man  seint  Julian  :  to  godcs  seruise  him  nam 

And  to  his  bi-hofpc  him  makede  al-^are  :  he  and  is  wijf  al-so. 

Sone  after-ward  in  his  seruise  :  heo  deiden  bope-to  144 

And  wenden  to  pe  blisse  of  heuene  :  pare  heo  schullen  euere  beo. 

guod  it  is  to  hereborewi  Miseise  men  :  bi  heom  pat  men  mowen  i-seo, 

For  pnre-with  pis  holie  man  :  his  sunnes  bette  inouj, 

And  a  gret  haluwe  in  heouene  he  is  :  pei  he  fader  and  moder  a-slou^. 

bidde  we  ^oorne  sein  Julian  :  pat  he  ore  erinde  beode  1 49 

)}at  ore  louerd  us  ^iue  milce  and  ore  :  and  alle  pat  habbez  neode, 

pat  ^wanne  we  opur  any  C7*istine  man  :  ouer  lond  schullen  wende, 

For  is  fader  soule  and  is  moder  :  pat  he  guod  hereborewe  us  sonde, 

And  atpe  laste  poru^  godes  wille  :  pat  we  moten  teo 

Into  pe  blisse  of  heuene  :  and  pare  with-outen  ende  beo.  154 


s 


39    Vita  tancte  Marie  Egiptiace. 

Einte  Marie  egyptiane  :  In  egypte  was  i-bore ; 
Al  hire  3ounge  lijf  heo  liuede  :  in  sunne  and  in  hore. 
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I 
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*VnneJje  heo  was  tweolf  ^r  old  :  are  heo  dude  folie : 

hire  bodi  and  al  hire  wille  heo  dude  :  to  sunne  of  lecherie.  4 

)}aroQ  heo  hadde  so  gret  delijt  :  ))at  in  hire  owene  londe 

heo  ne  ini3te  fulfulle  hire  owene  wille ^  :  J>o  bi-gan  heo  hire  vnder- 

Stonde,  *  a/,  al  hlr« 

heo  wende  into  Alisaundrie  :  and  ])are  heo  wonede  longue. 

Alle  ))at  hi  hire  ligge  wolden  :  gladliche  he  dude  a-fongue ;  8 

heo  ne  sparede  leinte  ne  o))ur  tyme  :  preost  ne  o))ur  non, 

riche  ne  pouere,  ne  o])ur^  weddede  men  :  ])at  heo  ne  let  to  hire  gon. 

Men  J)at  ne  hadden  none  wille  :  swuch  sunne  forto  do,  »  ai.  om. 

with  faire  wordes  and  fol  semblaunt  :  heo  brou^te  heom  ofte^  J)er-to; 

]?are  nas  man  in  no  mester  :  so  gleu  ne  so  quoynte  {}  foi-  ns] 

ijjat  heo  nas  to  bringue  men  to  sunne  :  wel  prestore  in  eche  poynte. 

For  ])ulke  dede  heo  ne  tok  :  of  no  man  mede  ne  wunne — 

for  non  ne  scholde  for  defaute  :  bMeue  ])e  foule  sunne;  16 

0))ur  any  ^  mede  bote  hire  foule  wille  :  heo  kepte  of  no  man ;    i  a/.om. 

with  spinniugue  and  with  seuwingue  :  hire  liflode  heo  wan. 

hit  is  sun^e  and  schame  to  ani  man  :  to  ))enche  o])ur  to  wite 

J)e  fuylj)e  of  pe  wrechche  sunnes  :  fat  we  findeth  of  hire  i-write.     20 

For  to  hire-sulue  one  heo  seide  :  J)at  schame  it  was  to  huyre, 

3wa))ur  ani  womman  euere  on  eor))e  were  :  so  sunful  a  creature ; 

hit  was  wonder  ])at  ^e  eor))e  i-opened  nadde  :  ase  heo  hire-sulf  gan 

teUe, 
And  i-swoluwe  hire  ase  heo  J)ar^on  ^eode  :  into  Je  putte  of  helle. — 
In  Alisaundrie  heo  liuede  ])is  foule  lijf  :  3eres  seuentene,  25 

]pat  so  muche  vildede  of  womman  :  nas  neuere  i-sei^e,  ich  wene. 
On  a  day  in  heruest  :  as  ])is  womman  bi-heold  a-boute, 
bi  ))e  wei3e  heo  saij  muche  folk  :  and  manie  grete  route.  28 

heo  ])0U3te,  for  heo  was  so  i-knowe  :  in  Alisaundrie  in  euer^eche 

ende, 
pQ  lasse  sockne  heo  hadde  of  hire  folie  :  pannes  heo  wolde  i-wende ; 
heo  ])ou3te,  "  a-mong  pis  straunge  men  :  so  fale  ase  ich  inseo,  31 

Mi  wille  ich  mi3te  muche  of  heom  habbe  :  with  heom  i-chulle  beo." 
A-mong  heom  heo  cam  and  axede  heom  :  3wodere  buy  alle  pou3te. 
heo  seiden,  heo  wolden  to  lerusalem  :  for  pe  swete  lode  heo  80U3tcn 
]?at  scholde  op-on  pe  holie  rode-day  :  eche  manne  i-schowed  beo. 
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And  ])at  euer-ech  guod  man  ]>udere  wolde  :  foivto  hononri  )yat  swete 
troo.  36 

"  Mot  ich/'  seide  fia  womman  :  "  with  eov  ))adere  wende? 
And  of  ))at  ciaft  ])at  ich  i-leomed  habbe  :  to  eov  ichulle  beon  prest 

and  hende." 
**  3^/'  seide  on  of  heom,  "  liasi))oa  ^waiof  :  to  Srquiti  ^i  schip-hayia, 
A-mendet  worth  muche  ore  compaygnie  :  for  swuch  a  creature."      40 
"  Xon  oJ)ur  Moneye,"  heo  seide,  "  ich  ne  habbe  :  bote  mi-self  her  : 
Ichulle  beo  corteis  of  ])at  ich  habbe  :  ajein  ])e  mariner ; 
to  him,  and  to  eov  al-so  :  so  prest  i-chulle  beon  and  bende, 
)}at  hit  ne  schal  foi^])unche  ov  noujt  :  }ei  ich  with  eov  wende."      44 
]pis  womman  wende  forth  with  ]>i8  men  :  In  muche  sunne,  alas  1 
to  alle  ))at  with  hire  sunegy  wolde  :  euere  redi  heo  was. 
\)o  heo  cam  to  ])e  se  :  at^  furste  J^ingue 

heo  3af  ))e  Marinere  hire  bodi  :  ouer  ])e  se  forto  bringue ;  48 

to  ])e  Mariner,  and  to  alle  his  :  ]>at  in  ]>e  schipe  were, 
I-redi  heo  was  forto  sunegun  with  :  aks,  heo  nadde  none  fere, 
lesu,  muche  is  ))i  merci :  and  muche  pou  ]>oledest  J^ere, 
)}at  water  o))ur  schip  wolde  heom  here  :  ]>at  heo  a-dreinte  nere  I —  52 
bi-fore  ))e  holie  rode-day  :  to  lerusalem  heo  cam. 
Alle  ])at  folic  wolden  do  :  gladliche  to  hure  heo  nam. 
J)o  fe  holie  rode-day  was  i-come  :  pat  men  scheoweden  pat  swete  treo, 
Mani  on  to  pe  temple  eoden  :  pe  rode  forto  seo.  56 

j3o  Marie  was  with  pe  opere  :  to  pe  temple-dore  i-come,  CfcLiwb.] 

Anne  fot  heo  ne  mi3te  pare-Inne  go  :  hire  mijte  was  hire  al  bi-nome ; 
hire  pollute,  ^wane  heo  wolde  In  go  :  pat  sum  man  hire  a-jen-drouj.^ 
For  heo  fram  alle  opere  stod  with-oute  :  of-schamed  heo  was  j-nouj. 
Jeot  heo  wolde  in- ward  go  :  and  hire  pou^te  pat  men  a-^en  hire  pulte. 
heo  weop  for  scame,  and  hire  bi-pou^te  :  pat  it  was  for  grete  gulte. 
In-to  one  huyme  heo  wende  al  one  :  fram  hire  ferene  alle, 
heo  i-sai3  pe  fourme  of  ore  leuedi  :  depeint  pare  on  pe  walle :  64 

heo  weop  and  ful  a-doun  a-kneo  :  and  seide  :  "  leuedi,  pin  ore  I 
Sunful  womman  ich  habbe  i-beo  :  so  nolle  ich  neuere-eft  more ; 
J3e  sunnes  pat  ich  habbe  i-do  :  heo  me  reweth  sore  : 
Jif  me  grace  heom  for-to  bete  :  poru^  holie  churche  lore,  68 

And  ^if  me  grace  in  to  go  :  pe  swete  rode  forto  seo : 
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J)OTU)  grace  of  hire  and  of  ])e  :  ])e  betere  womman  i  schal  beo. 
here  ich  for-sake  mi  sunful  lijf  :  and  alle  mine  lu])ere  dede,  71 

In  clenesse^  and  in  penaunce  i-chidle  :  mi  lijf  here-afturward  lede.'' 
\)o  heo  hadde  to  ))iilke  ymage  :  longue  i-crid  and  i-bede,      ^  orig.  ehmesM 
Mildeliche,  with  careful  heorte  :  heo  eode  fram  ]>ulke  stude 
And  eode  hire  to  fe  temple- dore  :  ac  yijt  heo  was  sore  of-drad. 
With-oute  lettingue  In  heo  jeode —  :  welle,  Jat  heo  was  po  blij)e  and 

glad!  76 

heo  }eode  In  bi-fore  ))e  rode  :  and  ))o  heo  hire  mi^te  i-seo. 
Sore  wepinde  heo  cride  on  hire  :  and  feol  a-doun  a-kneo, 
And  bad  for-jyuenesse  of  hire  sunnes  :  ))e  rode,  ])at  was  so  swete ; 
pe  worldes  blisse  ))are  heo  f or-sok  :  hire  sunnes  for-to  bete ;  80 

Ofte  heo  custe  fe  pauement :  ])are  ])e  rode  hadde  on  i-stonde. 
to  ore  lauedie  ymage  heo  wende  ajen  :  weopinde  and  wrong  hire 

honde. 
)}are  mi^te  ech  man  deol  i-seo  :  ho-so  of  pite  cou^, 
Of  deol  and  sorawe  ])at  heo  made  :  with  heorte  and  with  mou])e.     84 
heo  bad  ore  leuedi  ])at  heo  hire  te^te  :  ^if  it  were  hire  wille, 
Jware  heo  mijte  hire  sunnes  bete  :  priueliche  and  stille. 
heo  ne  sai^  no  man,  ake  a  uoiz  heo  heorde :  ])at  ])is  word  to  hire  sede : 
"  ))e  flum  lordan  ])ou  schalt  passi  :  and  in  pays  fi  lijf  lede/'  88 

heo  ])Oujte  ]>e  wordes  weren  to  hire  iseid  :  al  for  hire  guode ; 
heo  a-ros  and  ^nkede  ore  leuedi  ^eome  :  and  pe  swete  holie  rode, 
bi-for  ])e  none  heo  wende  :  toward  fe  flum  lordan, 
biddinde  hire  beden.  fo  gan  heo  i-mete  :  In  fe  wey  a  man,  92 

)}at  ^af  hire  fieo  rounde  panes  :  and  heo  nuste  }ware  he  bi-cam. 
)}are-with  heo  boujte  hire  ])reo  loues  :  and  forth  with  hire  heom  nam. 
IF  Heo  cam  to  pe  watere  :  a  luytel  are  hit  were  eue. 
In  seint  lohanes  chapele  ])e  baptist :  al  ye  nijt  heo  gan  bi-leue.       96 
heo  let  hire  schriue  and  hoseli  also  :  swy])e  wel  fom  godes  grace. 
And  with  ])e  watur  of  pe  flum  lordan  :  heo  wusch  hire  in  ))at  place. 
A-morewe  heo  carf  ane  lof  atwo  :  and  et  ^t  haluen-del. 
Of  ])e  flum  heo  dronk  per-to  :  and  made  hire  a  murie  meL  100 

Heo  wende  into  wildemesse  :  ouer  ])e  flum  lordan  : 
pare  heo  liuede  mani  a  ^er  :  ])at  heo  ne  sai^  best  ne  man. 
i>e  tweie  loues  and  ])e  halue  lof  :  ))at  heo  with  hire  nam, 
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l)i-come  so  harde  so  ani  ston  :  fo  heo  ouer  fe  "watere  cam  :  [fd.iw]  104 

J3are-bi  he  liuede  in  wildemesae  :  3ere8  seuentene. 

liire  clojjos  roteden  and  feoUen  hire  fram  :  clout  mele  in  pe  grene. 

Jeot  heo  leouede  twenti  ^er  :  after  J)e  seuentene  bi-foro 

))at  heo  ne  ot  no  mannische  mete  :  bote  weodes  and  wilde  more.    108 

))e  3wyle  hire  loues  i-lasten  :  heo  was  ofte  and  sore 

I-fondet  of  hire  bote  flesch  :  poruj  pe  feondes  lore  : 

hire  longede  after  mete  and  drinke  :  and  aftur  opur  wede, 

And  on  lecherie  heo  ])0U3te  muche  :  ase  heo  hire-sulf  sede;  112 

Ake  po  heo  ne  et  nou^t  bote  weodea  and  mores  :  of  alle  pe  twenti  jer, 

£nes  heo  nas  of  hire  flesch  :  i-fondet  ase  heo  was  er, 

Of  mete  no  of  drinke  ne  of  folic  :  of  hete  ne  of  colde  ; 

heo  ne  pou^te  on  no-ping  bote  on  god  :  ase  hire-sulfue  tolde.  116 

Of  alle  pe  seuene-and-pritti  ^er  :  pat  heo  leouede  pere  » r.paiMWne? 

heo  ne  sai^  nopur  best  ne  man.  :  bote  in  pe  sixe-and-prittipe  ^ere 

A  Monuk  cam  to  hire,  are  heo  deide  :  as  pe  bok  us  doth  lere — 

For  ore  louerd  wolde  pat  hire  lijf  :  a-mong  Men  i-kud  were. —  •  ms.  sn 

AN  ^  Abbeye  pare  was  in  paleis^  :  of  ordre  swipe  strongue ; 
heore  ^at  was  swipe  faste  i-mad  :  poruj  al  pe  jere  longue,     122 
For  no  Monuk  ne  scholde  gon  out  par-of  :  pe  worldes  weole  to  seo : 
))ene  furste  soncnday  of  leinte  :  pat  ^at  scholde  i-opened  beo,         124 
For  ech  Monek  scholde  pat  ilke  day  :  beon  i-hoseled  and  i-schriue, 
ech  Monek  scholde  operes  blessingue  afongue  :  and  euerech  to  opur 

it  3iue,  »  al.  om. 

And  wenden  al  one  in-to  wi[l]demesse  :  and^  euer-ech  in  is  ende, 
to  bieten  heore  sunnes ;  ake  buy  scholden  :  alle  at  ester  hom  wende. 
On  holi  man  was  pare-inne  :  is  name  was  frere  Zosime, 
))at  wel  and  trcoweliche  is  ordre  heold  :  ase  bi-feol  to  euerech  time. 
Sonc  so  pat  3at  was  vndo  :  and  pat  pe  leinte  com, 
he  wente  forth  pene  wei  :  toward  pe  flum  Jordan.  132 

po  ho  pat  watur  i-passod  hadde  :  feor  he  wende  and  longue, 
))at  ho  ne  sai3  noper  best  ne  man  :  confort  of  to  fongue ; 
Twenti  dai3e3  par-inne  he  3eode  :  ake  euere  hope  he  hadde 
J3at  ore  louerd  wolde  him  some  Miracle  schewen  :  and  no  drede  he 

nadJo.  136 

Jjene  twentipe  dai  a-boute  noon  :  a-kneo  he  sat  a-doun, 
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he  tomede  him  estward  ase  he  was  i-woned  :  and  seide  is  oreeoun : 
On  is  ri^t  side  him  ])ou3te  he  sai^  :  in  a  wonder^  stude  and  deme 
Ase  ])ei  it  a  mannes  schadewe  were  :  ligge  al  plat  in  one  hujme.  140 
he  wende  it  were  sum  foul  wi3t  :  and  hlessede  him  a-non.        »  ai.  wiiu* 
1)0  hi-cam  he  hardiore  in  godes  name  :  and  ])are-ner  he  gan  gon. 
^him  J^ou^te  ])at  hit  a  womman  was  :  naked,  and  swi))e  broun, 

Ase  heo  was  with  ))e  sonne  i-brent  :  al  plat  heo  lai  a-doon ;  144 

V  hire  her  was  hor  and  swi))e  JwiJ3t  :  as  pei  it  were  wolle, 
)}imne  and  schort,  ])at  it  mi^te  :  onne))e  helie  hire  scholle. 
po  was  ]>is  Monek  swi]7e  glad —  :  for  he  nadde  nanne  Man 
I-sei^en,  sethj^e  he  i-passed  hadde  :  ])at  watur  of  flam  Jordan.         148 
toward  ]>is  womman  he  ^eode  :  and  ])is  womman  up  a-ros,       [foi.  ii9  b.] 
estward  heo  gan  eome  bliue—  :  ])e  Monek  ful  sore  a-gros. 
NaJ)eles  he  orn  euere  aftur  hire  :  ake  J)is  womman  was  euere  bi-fore ; 
pe  Monek  so  weri  nas  of  ome  :  neuere  seth))e  he  was  i-boro.  152 

"  Abijd,"  he  seide,  "  jwi  fleu3st])ou  me  :  J)at  am  with-outo  nii3te, 
Old  and  feble  1  ne  dred  J)e  nou3t  :  J)at  ich  with  pe  wulle  fi3te  I " 
3eot  nolde  pis  womman  with  lum  spoke  :  Ake  gan^  to  weope  sore.^ 
*'  haue  reupe  of  me  and  spek  sum-3wat  :  with  mo  of  godes  lore,      156 
-Jif  pou  art  a-godes  half  :  womman  of  flesch  and  f  elle ;         J  J  y^om  "hSre 
Ich  coiuri  pe  pat  pov  a-bide  :  and  of  pi  stat  me  telle." 
IF  J)is  womman  bi-gan  po  for-to  speke  :  **  Frere  Zosime,  pin  ore," 

he  sede, 
**  Ne  wilne  pou  nou3t  pat  ich  pe  a-bide  :  for  ich  am  with-oute  wede ; 
Ne  wilne  pou  nou3t  pat  ich  schewie  pe  :  opur  wummen  forto  schendc, 
Mi  licame,  for  ich  naked  am  :  ake  lat  me  a-wei  fram  pe  wende.'' 
)}i3  Monek  weop  and  cride  3eome  :  nolde  he  stunte  nou^t ; 
For  heo  is  name  nemde  so  :  he  was  a-ferd  in  is  pou3t.  164 

J)is  womman  seide,  "  3if  pou  wolt  :  i-wite  3wat  ich  beo,  *  J^S'TOhe?' 

Cast  me  sum  ping  to  helie  ^  me  with  :  and  on  oresun  bide  for  me  ! '' 
With  guode  heorte  pis  Monuk  hire  caste  :  A  luytel  wede  po, 
3ware-with  to  helie  hire  deme  limes.  :  and  to  him  heo  gan  go,       168 
And  seide,  "  Frere  Zosime,  3wi  wilnestpou  :  a  sunfol  wrechche  to 

seol 
graunte  me  pat  ich  mote  :  in  pine  beden  beo." 
pia  Monek  ful  a-doun  a-kne  :  and  heo  a-3ein  him  al-so, 
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And  eyfer  bad  o))ares  blessingue  :  and  nojur  nolde  it  do.  172 

Ase  boo  leien  longne  to-gadere  :  bi-twene  beom  ofur  word  huy  ne  sede 
bote  "  blesse  fu  me,"  *'  ake  blesse  fou  me  " —  :  J)e  Monek  swatte  for 

drede. 
]?o  seide  ])is  womman,  ''i-blessed  be  god  :  ])at  bringueth  fe  soule 

bote."  175 

"  Je,"  seide  fe  Monek,  "  god  us  graunti  :  J>at  we  farof  parti  mote." 
)}is  womman,  fo  beo  weren  a-rise  :  to  ))e  Moneke  sone  beo  sede : 
"  Frere  Zosyme,  ho  gan  Je  hidere  :  to  a  swucb  wrecbcbe  lede  1 
hou  is  Je  stat  of  holi  cburche  :  i-loked,  and  cristine-dom,  179 

And  hou  is  it  of  ^e  he])ene  prince  :  ))at  beore  ri^tes  beom  bi-nam  % " 
"  T  Eoue  Moder,"  ))is  Monek  sede  :  "  J)e  betere  is  in  ecbe  stude 

JLi  holi  cburcbe  and  cristine-dom  :  i-loked  for  ])ine  bede. 
bide  for  me  for  godes  loue  :  nou])e  icb  bi-secbe  ])e ! "  183 

Jjis  womman  seide,  "  for  J)ou  art  preost  :  fou  schalt  bidde  for  me. 
Ake  ])at  icb  onbou38um  ne  beo  inseie  :  ))ei  icb  sunful  beo, 
l-chulle  bidde  for  ])e,  mi  leone  fader  :  ))at  ))ou  schalt  i-seo." 
)}is  womman  tomede  hire  estward  :  and  a-knes  beo  sat  a-doon, 
hire  ei^ene  and  hire  hondene  opwaid  beo  heold  :  and  seide  hire 

oresoun.  188 

A-non  so  beo  bi-gan  hire  oresun  :  wonder  men  mitten  i-seo : 
Fram  fe  eorpe  hco  was  op  i-houe  :  fe  hei3))e  of  fet  freo ; 
J)are  beo  houedo  stilleliche  :  as  J)ei  beo  were  with-oute  brefe, 
beo  ne  wawede  leorae  non  :  bote  hire  lippene  vnnepe  192 

3ware-with  heo  seide  hire  oresun —  :  and  no-J)ing  hire  op  ne  bar 
bote  ore  swete  loucrdes  grace —  :  fair  Miracle  was  par !  cw.  i«o] 

])\a  Monek  stod  and  bi-J^ou^te  him  :  gret  wonder  he  hadde  and  fere : 
he  ne  heold  hire  no  womman  :  ake  treouwede  ])at  hit  sum  gost  were, 
For  heo  houede  so  a-boue.  :  ake  after  hire  oresun  197 

J^is  holi  ))ing  wel  stilleliche  :  to  ])e  eor))e  ali^te  a-doun ; 
"  Leoue  fader,"  heo  seide,  "  3wat  is  pe]  :  ^wy  chaungest  J)ou  fi  Jonjtl 
Ich  am  a  womman  of  sunful  flesch  :  a  gost  nam  icb  nou^t"  200 

**  Moder,  pin  ore  ! "  pe  Monek  seide  :  and  feol  a-doun  a-kne, 
"  to  schewi  ore  swete  louer«les  mi^te  :  pi  lijf  tel  pou  me  ! " 
J)is  guode  womman  nam  him  up  ; "  leoue  fader,"  heo  sede,^     *  ms.  sdcie 
''  Schame  it  is  to  heore  telle  :  of  mine  sunful  dede.  204 
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Ake  for  ))ou  me  i-sei^e  naked  er  :  and  fai  mi  bodi  was  al  bar, 

)}at  was  for  schendnesse  of  mine  foule  dedes  :  of  sunne  beo  euere 

i-war. 
So  foule  beth  mine  sunfole  dedes  :  ^sl%  bote  god  ))e  ^iue  is  grace, 
3wane  ])ou  i-beorst  me  hem  telle  :  fleo  fon  wolt  out  of  yia  place.    208 
Naj^eles,  leoue  fader,  bide  for  me  :  ]>at  god  heom  me  for-)iue ; 
Ich  bopie,  it  is  godes  wille  :  ))at  icb  beo  of  ]>e  i-schriue," 

Heo  bi-gan  ))o  telle  alle  hire  dedes  :  to  fe  Monek  Zosime, 
pat  beo  dude  8ctb]>e  beo  was  i-bore  :  forto  ])at  ilke  tim[e]. 
**  Leoue  fader/'  be  seide,  "  for  godes  loue  :  icb  bi-secbe  ])e 
pat  ))ou  bere-of  ne  scbewe  noman  :  are  pat  ich  ded  beo.  214 

go  nou])e  bom,  and  led  clene  lijf  :  as  ])ou  hast  er  ido : 
And  eft  in  ])is  tjme  a  tvrelf-mon])e  :  hidere  cum  to  me.  216 

For  ])at  ovrer  ordre  is  swucb  :  ]>at  ecb  Monek  scbal  onto  be 
pe  f  urste  sonendai  of  leinte  :  ake  pon  ne  schalt  nou^t  so : 
)}ei  ])0u  babbe  wille  out  forto  go  :  jwile  ne  tit  pe  non : 
Ake  a-6cbere[])ore]sMay  at  eue  :  hidere  ])ou  schalt  gon ;  220 

Ore  louerdes  flescb  and  is  blod  :  hidere  bring  with  pe,  >  hs.  MberM 

))at  ich  enes,  are  ich  dei^e  :  mouwe  i-boseled  beo, 
]pat  time  ]>at  ore  swete  louerd  :  a-schere-]>ores-day  at  eue 
A-mong  bis  desciples  made  is  cene —  :  ]>at  }ovl  it  nou^t  bi-leue !     224 
For  i  nas  neuereft  I-hoseled  :  seth))e  ich  passede  ]>e  flum  Jordan, 
)}at  is  nou]>e  8euene-and-]>ritti  }er  :  ))at  I-ne  sayj  neuereft  man. 
do  ])at  ich  ))e  babbe  i-bede  :  mi  leoue  fader  Zosime, 
And  blesse  me,  for  ich  mot  beonne  wende  :  for  it  is  no\ipQ  al  time." 
f  ))o  ))e  Monek  hire  i-blesset  badde  :  Astward  heo  gan  gon.  229 

pe  Monek  custe  ])e  wey  pate  heo  eode  :  po  he  nuste  non  6p\iv  won ; 
3eome  he  bi-heold  after-ward  :  ]>e  ^wile  he  ire  mi^te  i-seo, 
And  po  be  ne  sai^  hire  nonmore  :  weopinde  he  gan  bom  teo ;        232 
]}o  be  cam  bom,  in  penaunce  :  clene  lijf  he  gan  lede  j 
Of  al  ])at  he  badde ^  oute  i-founde  :  no-]>ing  he  ne  sede.  ^  orig.  hath 

Ake  pe  ^er,  aie  he  were  ido  :  him  {lou^te  swi))e  longue, 
)}at  he  mijte  of  ])at  boli  womman  :  sum  confort  eft  afongue.  236 

)}o  leinte  cam,  and  euerech  Monek  :  wende  out  in  is  side, 
A  strong  feuere  nam  frcre  Zosime  :  ]>at  he  moste  athom  a-bide. 
)}o  ])0U3te  he  on  )>at  word  :  p&t  Marie  to  him  seide  er :  [foi.  uo  b.] 
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J)at,  pei  he  wolde  out  i-wende  :  he  scholde  habbe  no  power.  240 

]?e  feuere  him  heold,  ase  heo  seide  :  a-non  to  ])e  8chere])ores-dai  at 

eue. 
A-non  80  he  was  hoi,  he  wende  forth  :  no  lengore  he  nolde  bi-leue ; 
he  nam  godes  flesch  and  is  blod  :  and  to  \>e  flum  is  wei  he  nam. 
Jjat  6chere))ore8-dai  a^en^  eue  :  to  pe  watere  he  cam.  »orig.at     244 

Ake  he  ne  mi3te  finde  no  schip  :  him  ouer  for-to  led& 
he  sat  and  weop  and  bi-heold  ouer-ward  :  and  bad  ore  louerd  him 

rede. 
"  Alas,"  he  seide,  "  po  defaute  of  schip  !  :  hou  schulle  we  to-gadere 

wende  1 " 
Euere  he  wayt^de,  ^if  ore  louerd  :  ani  grace  him  wolde  sende.       248 
)}o  sai^  he  Marie  :  bi-^eonde  pe  watere  stonde. 
he  heold  op  is  hondene  and  sat  on  is  knes  :  and  ponkede  godes  sonde. 
J)o  Marie  hadde  i-blessed  :  pat  watur  with  hire  honde, 
With-oute  wetingue  pare-ouer  he°  ^eode   :  ase  it  were  on  druy^e 

londe ;  252 

heo  orn  and  ne  watte  neuere  a  to.  :  wel  bri^te  pe  Mone  schon. 
j)is  Monek  wolde  kneuli  a-^einest  hire  :  po  heo  toward  him  cam  gon. 
"  Stond  op,"  heo  seide, ''  pou  art  a  preost  :  kneuli  ne  schalt  pouj 

noujt, 
for  reuerence  of  pat  holi  ping  :  pat  pou  hast  with  pe  i-broujt.         256 
Ake,  leoue  fader,  blesse  pou  me  :  for  i-ne  may  a-bide  nou^t  longue  ; 
bide  for  me  pat  ich  beo  wuyrpe  :  pat  holi  pin[g]  a-fongue !  " 
j)\a  womman  sat  a-doun  a-kne  :  to  ore  louerd  heo  gan  crie,  259 

heo  seide  hire  crede  and  hire  pater-noster  :  and^  pe  holie  aue  Marie, 
heo  custe  pe  Monekes  bond  in-stude  of  pays  :  and  seide  hire  oresun. 
And  nam  godes  flesch  and  is  blod  :  with  gret  deuociun.  loveriined. 

**  louerd,"  heo  seide  po  heo  hadde  i-do  :  "  3if  it  is  pi  wille, 
))at  pou  bi-leue  pine  schulchene  :  in  pays  swype  stille,  264 

for  mine  ey^ene  habbeth  noupe  i-sei3e  :  pine  swete  mi^te 
And  ore  hcle  pat  pou  i-jarket  hast  :  al  mankun  for-to  lijte. 
"  fader  Zosime,  god  it  pe  jelde  :  pat  pou  hidere  woldest  gon ! 
bide  for  me  and  for  mine  foule  sunnes  :  and  go  pou  hom  a-non.    268 
An-oper  ^cr  in  pis  time  :  loke  pat  pou  hidere  to  me  wende, 
And  ore  louerd  pe  wole  hi  pulke  tyme  :  of  me  opur  typingues  sende. 
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haue  nouJ)e  guod  day,  mi  leoue  fader  :  ajen  ich  mot  a-non." 

"  Ore  louerd  it  wolde,"  pis  monek  seide  :  "  J)at  ich  mi3te  with  pe  gon  ! 

bide  for  me,  ^if  it  is  pi  wille  :  and  al-so  for  holi  churche. 

And  for  alle  cristine  men  :  pat  heo  moten  cristes  wille  wurche." 

Marie  blessede  eft  pat  watur  :  al  druye  heo  wende  a-boue — 

Mani  fair  Miracle  ore  louerd  schewez  :  for  cnstine  mannes  loue  !  276 

J)ane  nynpe  day  of  Aueril  :  pis  Miracle  was  i-do, 

J)at  Marie  and  frere  Zosime  :  with  wop  departeden  a-to. 

)}is  Monek  bi-heold  after  hire  :  and  po  he  ne  sai^  hire  nonmore, 

A-3ein  he  wente  to  is  Abbeie  :  wepinde  swipe  sore.  280 

Sorest  him  rev  pat  he  nuste  :  ^wat  hire  name  was. 

And  pat  he  nadde  i-axed  hire —  :  ofte  he  seide  alas. 

f  Longuo  him  pou3te  are  pulke  jer  :  were  icome  to  ende. 

Anon  so  leinte  was  icome  :  a-jein  he  gan  i-wende.  U6L.  121]      284 

)}at  watur  he  passede  of  flum  Jordan  :  into  wildemesse  wel  wide 

he  jeode,  pat  he  ful  weri  was  :  for  he  nadde  jwaron  to  ride. 

Ne  mijte  he  noujwere  pis  womman  i-seo  :  a-watere  ne  a-londe ; 

he  nolde  stunte  are  pat  he  cam  :  pare  ase  he  furst  hire  founde.      288 

Ake  po  pat  he  ne  fond  hire  nou^t  pare  :  he  gan  to  weopen  sore. 

For  he  nuste  ^woderward  gon  :  hire  for-to  sechen  more. 

Ase  he  lokede  est- ward  :  him  pou3te  pat  he  i-8ei3  291 

Ase  pei  it  a  bri3t  sonne  were^  :  In  pe  heir  houi  an  hei3.        ^ms.  h  were 

Jjuder-ward  he  3eode  in  grete  loye  :  for  him  pou3te  par-of  wonder. 

po  fond  he  pis  womman  ligge  ded  :  In  one  diche  pare-onder, 

hire  heued  i-tomed  estward.  :  pe  Monek  bi-gan  to  weope  sore, 

At  hire  fet  he  feol  a-doun  :  for  he  ne  mi3te  stonde  more.  296 

SO  sore  he  weop  pat  he  wusch  hire  fet  :  with  teres  of  is  eie. 
And  euere  houede  pis  clere  liJ3t  :  ouer  hire  faire  and  hei3e. 
\)ia  Monek  nuste  3wat  he  mi3te  do  :  with  pat  holi  bodi  pere. 
And  mest  him  for-pou3te  pat  he  nuste  :  3wat  hire  name  were.        300 
bi-side  hire  he  sai3  ligge  a  writ  :  and  he  it  nam  up  on  is  hond. 
)}eos  wordes,  pat  ich  ou  wolle  noupe  telle  :  paron  i-vrrite  he  fond  : 
"  Frere  Zosime,  bure  pat  bodi  :  of  pis  wrechche  wommane  Marie, 
And  prey  to  god  pat  he  hire  for-3iue  :  hire  sunnes  and  hire  folie,  304 
])at  deide  anon-ri3t  after  hire  hoscl  :  pe  nynpe  dai  after  Aueril ; 
And  3eld  to  eorpe  pat  to  hire  bi-falle  :  and  panne  heo  hath  hire  wil.'' 
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glad  was  ])e  Monek,  ])at  he  wnste  :  ^wat  he  scholde  do 
with  ])at  bpdi  ]>at  J^are  lay  :  and  ^wat  heo  het,  al-so ;  308 

Ant  gret  loie  he  hadde  of  ))e  faire  Miracle  :  ])o  he  ]>at  writ  dade  rede, 
And  of  ])e  womman  ])at  twelf  Mon])e  hadde  i-leie  :  ded,  ase  it  sede, 
And  ))at  heo,  a-non  so  heo  i-hoseled  was  :  hi-jeonde  ])e  flum  Jordan, 
Deide  J^are  in  wildemesse  :  ])at  so  feor  was  ])are-frain,  312 

And  ])at  heo  eode  hi-fore  hire  de]>e  :  In  a  stonnde  of  )ye  day^  ^  us.  day* 
Twenti  dawcne  lomeies  :  ])are  ase  heo  ded^  lay.  ^  oHf.  d«t 

Ake  hon  hire  put  mi^te  heon  i-maket  :  gret  care  ])ar-of  he  hadde : 
for  ])e  eor])e  was  hard,  and  he  was  old  :  and  none  spade  he  nadde. 
Ake  na])eles  he  fond  ane  staf  :  fat  was  scharp  at]>e  ende :  317 

)}are-with  he  dalf.  ake  luyte  he  mi^te  :  ])are-with  ]>e  eor))e  wende, 
for  he  was  fehle  for  fastingue  :  and  for  gret  trauail  al-so. 
\>o  he  insai)  ane  leon  licke  ]>at  hodi  :  and  ]>are-a-houte  go.  320 

Sore  was  ))e  Monek  a-drad  :  )k)  he  sai^  )>at  hest  so  gon, 
And  for  Marie  him  hadde  hi-fore  inseid  :  ^t  heo  neuere  ne  i-sai^  ])are 

non,  *  orig.  gred 

And  for  it  was  a  stnyme  best —  :  he  hadde  ]MUM>f  gret^  doute. 

)}is  leon  bo]>e  with  heued  and  bodi  :  to  him  he  gan  arloute.  324 

))o  was  ])is  Monek  hardi  a-non  :  and  to  ])e  leon  he  sede : 

"  For  fou  art  foru^  god  hidere  i-sent  :  cum  help  me  to  pis  dede, 

J)at  pis  put  were  wel  i-maket  1 "  :  and  po  pe  leon  i-heorde  pis, 

Mildeliche  pane  put  he  schrapede  :  wel  euene  and  noujt  a-mis —  328 

for  it  was  a-cordinde  to  pe  bodi  :  in  lengpe  and  in  brede ;        [w.  m  b.] 

he  fourmede  euene  pane  put  :  with-oute  ani  mis-dede. 

))o  pe  put  was  imaket  :  pis  Monek  and  pe  leon 

Mildeliche  nomen  pis  holi  bodi  :  and  leiden  it  pare-inne  a-doun.    332 

huy  nadden  nou^t  ^[wjare-inne  hire  winde —  :  bote  a  pece  pare  was 

i-leued 
of  pulke  wede  3ware-with  heo  hadde  :  hire  deme  limes  bi-weued  : 
J)ar6-with  huy  heoleden  pat  huy  mitten  :  and  casten  eorpe  hire  a-boue, 
)}is  holie  man  and  pat  best  :  and  bureden  hire  with  grete  loue.      336 
po  pis  bodi  was  i-bured  :  pe  leon  jeode  is  wei, 
And  pe  Monek  wel  mildeliche  in  penaunce  :  ajen  to  his  Abbel 
Al  clanliche  he  tolde  is  brepren  fore  :  al  pat  he  fond  oute. 
And  liet  write  pis  holie  wommanes  lif  :  and  despeopli  hit  al-a-boute. 
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))us  seinte  Marie  egyptiane  :  out  of  hire  fole  dede 

Wende  to  heouene  blisse  :  ])oruj  penaunce  )»3t  beo  gan  lede.         342 

40    Tita  BancA  Cristofori. 

SEint  Cristofre  was  a  saracen  :  in  ]>e  londe  of  canaan. 
In  none  stude  bi  is  daie  :  nas  so  gret  a  man : 
'-Foure-and-twenti  fet  be  was  long  :  and  ])icke  and  brod  i-nouj  : 
A  scwucb  bote  be  were  strong  :  me  ])incbez  it  were  wouj  1  4 

Al  a  contreie  ])are  be  were  :  for  bim  wolde  fleo. 
J)are-fore  bim  ])0U3te  ]>at  noman  :  ajen  bim  scbolde  beo : 
He  seide,  be  nolde  witb  no  man  bi-leue  :  bote  with  on  ])at  were 
bext  louerd  oner  alle  men  :  and  onder  non  o]>ur  nere.  8 

Swucb  a  Man  be  wente  to  secbe.  :  and  so  ])at  men  bim  tolde 
Of  ]>e  bexte  manne  ])at  on  eor])e  was  :  and  of  mest  power  i-bolda 
Seint  Cristofre  soujte  feor  :  and  Atpe  laste  be  cam  bim  to. 
pe  king  axede  bim  a-non  jwat  be  were  :  and  jwat  be  soujte  also.    12 
Cristofre  bim  seide  jwat  be  was  :  and  )»at  be  serui  wolde 
))ene  bexte  Man  ]>at  oujwere  were  :  and  ])at  non  o]>ur  abouwie  ne 

scbolde, 
3if  be  mi^te  ani  scwycb^  finde.  :  ]>i8  king  to  bim  sede  >  orig.  wwtich 

J)at  be  ne  beold  of  no  man  :  ne  a-bouwie  be  nolde  ne  drede.  16 

£i])ur  was  of  o]>ur  glad.  :  Cristofre  bim  seruede  longue. 
J)e  kyng  loaede  mucbe  Melodie  :  of  fie])le^  and  of  songue :        ^  r.  fi)>ti« 
So  ]>at  is  lugelour  a  day  :  bi-fore  bim  pleide  faste, 
And  nemde  in  is  ryme  and  in  is  song  :  fene  deuel  at)^  laste.  20 

Anon  so  fe  kyng  ])at  i-beorde  :  be  blessede  bim  Srnon. 
Seint  Cnstofre  nam  wel  guode  jeme  :  and  nolde  ane  fot  feor  gon 
Are  be  waste  jwi  it  were.  :  ^  king  was  ful  lotb  to  telle. 
Cristofre  seide,  "  bote  fou  me  segge  :  no  leng  serui  ]>e  I-nelle."        24 
po  ^  kyng  ne  i-saij  non  o])ar  :  "  leoue  Cristofre/'  be  sede, 
"  Icb  blessede  me  ])o  icb  beorde  bim  nemme  :  for  icb  babbe  of  bim 

gret  dreda"  >  MS.  frood ;  deoal  on  tht  margin. 

"Jjanne  be  is,*'  quatb  Cristofre  :  "berre  Maister  fane  ^ui" 
"  ])at  ne  may  icb,"  quatb  )^  kyng  :  "  for-so])e  for-eake  nov.''  28 

"  Haue  guod  day,"  quat  Cristofre  ])o  :  "  Inelle  neuereft  witb  ]>e  beo. 
Icbulle  secbe  fane  deuel  ^  and  serui  bim  :  jif  icb  bim  owere  iseo." 
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})Q  kyng  was  son,  and  alle  his  :  fat  huy  ne  raijten  him  make  a-bide. 
Forth  he  wende  f  ene  deuel  to  seche  :  ake  natheles  nou^t  wel  wide — ^ 
For  J)e  schrewe  wole  euere  a-redi  beo  ;  to  heom  fat  beoth  to  him 

i-nome.  C>  foi.  122] 

\)o  Cristofre  cam  with-oate  toun  :  gret  folk  he  saij  come 
wel  on  horse,  with  grete  nobleye  :  swyfe  fierce  and  proute. 
Cristofre  heom  mette  we[l]  baldeliche —  :  he  nadde  of  heom  no 

doute.  36 

pQ  maister,  fiers  with-aUe  :  cam  and  mette  with  him  arnon, 
"  Beu  sire,"  he  seide,  "  jwat  art  fou  1  :  and  jwodere  fenxt  f ou  gon  1 " 
"  Ich  am  a  ma[n]  opon  mi  seruiz  :  and  noman  serui  i-nelle 
Bote  mi  louerd  fat  ich  seche  :  f e  heije  deuel  of  helle."  40 

"  Beu  frere,"  quath  f  e  of  ur,  "  ich  it  am  :  wel-come  ar  f  ov  to  me  1 
Jje  beste  seruiz  fat  f ou  wolt  cheose  :  man  schal  deliueri  fe." 
Cristpfre  sai^  is  grete  folk  :  and  fat  he  was  of  gret  pouwer : 
Of  swuch  a  louerd  he  was  wel  glad  :  and  al-so  of  fat  grete  mester.  44 
pe  Maister  heijte  al  is  folk  a-wei  :  bote  heom-seoluen  tweie, 
To  teche  him  is  mester  priueliche  :  ase  huy  wenden  bi  f  e  weie. 
Ase  huy  wenden  talejinde  forth  :  of  fis  luf ere  seruise, 
In  f  e  wei  heo  iseien  one  croiz  stonde.  :  f  e  deuel  gan  f  arof  a-grise :  48 
his  wei  in  breres  and  in  f  orncs  :  wel  feor  bi-side  he  nam  ; 
Jjo  heo  fe  croiz  i-p'assede  hadden  :  a-jein  to  fe  weie  he  cam, 
Cristofre  him  Axede  jwi  it  were.  :  and  him  was  loth  to  telle. 
"  Certes,**  he  seide,  "  bote  fou  me  segge  :  no  leng  serui  fe  i-nelle."  52 
"  Cristofre,  mi  leoue  freont,"  quath  f e  deuel  :  "  ichulle  f e  telle  fayn, 
with  fat  fou  serui  me  after-ward  :  f e  betere  with  al  mi  mayn  : 
with  a  swuch  croiz  ase  we  fare  i-seien  :  f e  heie  god  fat  was  here 
Ouercam  and  in  soruwe  brou3te  :  me  and  alle  mine  fere."  56 

"  Jjanne  is  he  herre,"  quath  Cristofre  :  "  and  hath  power  more  1 " 
**})at  ne  may  ich  nou^t  for-sake,"  fe  feond  seide  :  **and  fat  me  for- 

f  inchez  sore." 
"  Daf eit  f anne,"  Cristofre  seide  :  "  fat  leng  beo  in  fine  seruise, 
3 if  ich  of  fane  heie  manne  may  o^t  i-wite  :  in  anie  kunnes  wise ! "  60 
Forth  he  wende  and  sou3te  ore  louerd  :  wel  wide  he  gan  gon. 
Atfe  laste  he  fond  ane  hermite  :  to  him  he  wende  a-non, 
he  tolde  him  clanliche  al-hou  it  was  :  and  hou  he  a  swych  man  soujte. 
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"Je/'seide  J)e  heremite,  "ihered  he  beo  :  ]>at  fe  in  swyche  wille 

broujte  I  64 

Leue  bro])er/'  seide  ])e  heremiie,  ^'  he  is  ])i  louerd  :  for  to  manne  he 

J)e  wroujte, 
And  with  is  owene  flechs  and  is  blod  :  wel  deore  he  pe  a-boujte. 
povL  most  siun-jwat  soffri  for  him  :  and  festen  eche  fiiday.*' 
"  Ine  faste  neuere,"  seide  Cristofre  :  "ne,  certes,  jeot  Ine  may."     68 
*'  pon  most/'  seide  ])e  herexnite,  "  to  churche  gon  :  and  ]>ine  beden 

bidde  also.*' 
"  I-uot,"  seide  Cristofre,  "  jwat  it  is  :  ne  i-ne  can  hit  noujt  do." 
H  "  JSTo/'  seide  ]>e  heremite,  "])oa  art  strong  :  and  here  is  a  water  bi- 

side 
J)at  no  man  may  ]>are-oner  come  :  bote  he  ]>e  herre  ride :  72 

pou  most  in  lesnesse  of  ])ine  sunnes  :  habbe  ]>ine  wonejingue  J^ere 
And  jwane  ani  man  to  ]>e  neode  hath  :  ]mre-ouer  ]>ou  most  him  bei^c. 
In  farjiuenesse  of  ]>ine  misdedes."  :  he  grauntede  ]>at  a-non. 
pe  heremite  jaf  him  cristine-dom  :  and  het  him  ]>iidere  gon.  76 

H  CKistofre  bi-side  ]>ulke  watere  :  one  hole  he  made  him  ]M3re. 
In  his  bond  a  long  perche  he  bar  :  is  staf  as  ^ei  it  were ;         [foi.  122  b.] 
J  wane  any  man  wolde  oner  ^at  watar  :  opon  is  rug  he  him  caste 
And  tok  is  perche  and  bar  him  oner  :  he  stap  hardeliche  and  faste^ 
^For  he  was  bo]>e  strong  and  long —  :  fare  ne  cam  so  heni  non 
))at  Cristofre  oner  ]>e  deope  watere  :  ne  bar  heom  oner  ech-on. 
A  nijt  in  fe  o]>ur  half  of  ]>e  watur  :  a  uoiz  ]>are  cam  and  gradde 
**  Hale,  hale/'  to  seint  Cristofre  :  ])at  he  him  ]>are-ouer  ladde.  84 

Cristofre  a-ros  him  op  arnon  :  is  perche  on  honde  he  nam 
And  wod  oner  ]>e  watur — and  ne  fond  no  man  :  ])o  he  to  londe  cam. 
he  nas  bote  i-come  horn  arjen  :  ])at  on  ne  gradde  eft-sone  ]>er. 
Cristofre  wod  ouer,  and  ne  mi^te  finde  :  non  more  ]>ane  he  dude  er.  88 
3uyt  it  gradde  ]>e  ]>ridde  tyme  :  )>o  he  cam  hom  to  londe. 
And  with  is  rodde  wod  arjen.  :  a  Iny te  child  he  fond  )»re  stonde ; 
J)at  child  bad  him  par  charite  :  ouer  pe  watere  him  lede. 
"  Cum  forth,  jif  ]k)u  wolt  here  ouer^'  :  cristofre  to  him  sede ;  92 

Swy])e  li^tliche  ^t  child  he  nam  :  and  in  is  Armes  it  caste. 
£uere  ase  he  was  ouer- ward  :  it  gan  to  heuegy  faste ; 
And  ])at  watur  wax  al-so  :  y&t  Cristofre  sore  agaste 

LEGENDS  OF  SAINTS.  T 
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To  a-drencbe  ]>at  child  ]>at  was  so  beui —  *  yime])e  he  stod  at]>e  laste. 
Neuere  so  clene  he  nas  ouer-come  :  at  eche  stape  he  grunte  and 

blaste; 
And  laste  ])at  child  hadde  a-dreint  :  he  ne  dorste  it  a-doun  caste.    98 
po  he  was  to  londe  i-KX)me  :  ase  him  J^oujte  ful  Jongue  er, 
J)at  child  he  sette  a-doun  to  grounde  :  and  stod  op,  to  leste  him  ])er. 
"  ^wai  art  ])ou,  ]>at  art  so  luyte  :  and  so  heui  bi-come, 
So  heui  ])at  ich  was  ope  .]>e  poyinte  :  to  habbe  a-dreint  i-lome  1 
pei  al  ])e  world  hadde  ope  me  i-leie  :  me  ]>inchez  so  heui  it  nera" 
"  No  wonder,  cristofre,"  seide  J)at  child  :  "fei  ic^  heuiore  were     104 
Jjane  al  fe  world,  for  ich  [am]  more —  :  and  no  wonder  it  nis* :  »M8.it 
For  ich  made  al  fe  world  of  noujt  :  and  al  oj^ur  fin[g]  fat  is.  'gjjjj^i^ 
And  for  fou  schalt  fe  sofe  i-seo  :  fine  staf  piche  in  fe  grounde : 
And  he  schal  here  lef  and  blowe  :  and  fruyt  here  in  luyte  stounde." 
With  fis  word  fat  child  wende  forth.  :  Cristofre  is  staf  nam 
And  pi^te  hit  in  f e  grounde  a-morewe  :  and  rijt  soth  it  fare  bi-cam. 
f)o  was  he  sikerore  fane  he  was  er  :  and  ore  louerd  he  louede  more. 
Forth  he  wend[e],  to  siwi  him  :  and  forto  prechi  is  lore.  112 

he  heorde  telle  jware  Gristine  men  :  In  torment  weren  ibioujt : 
To  conforti  heom  he  wende  f udere  :  fat  heo  ne  scholden  flechchie 

noujt. 
''Beoth   bardie,''  be  seide,  ''and  studefaste  :  and  doth  as  ich  on 

lere ! " 
Jje  lustise  sturte  forth  a-non  :  and  smot  him  vnder  fe  Ere ;  116 

"  Artfou,"  be  seide,  **on  of  fulke  :  fou  it  schalt  a-corie  sore." 
"  Site  fou  wel  stiUe,"  Cristofre  seide  :  "  and  ne  smijt  fou  me  non- 
more! 
For  jif  ich  a  cristine  man  nere  :  Ich  me  wolde  a-wreke  a-non. 
3e  bi-leuez  on  ouwer  Maumates,''  be  seide  : ''  I-maket  of  treo  and  ston, 
J3at  none  Miracles  ne  mouwen  do  :  non  more  fane  a  treo. 
Sum  of  f e  power  fat  mi  louerd  bath  :  hi  mi  staf  fou  schalt  i-seo : "  ^ 
bis  rodde  he  pi3te  in  f  e  grounde  :  and  heo  bi-gan  a-non  *  [foi.  issj 

To  leui  and  blowe  and  here  fruyt  :  bi-fore  heom  euerech-on.  124 

*'  On  swucb  a  god  ^e  scbuUen  bi-leue  :  fat  swucb  Miracle  mai  do." 
Jje  lustise  ne  dorste,  for  be  was  mucbe  :  a  bold  word  segge  him  to. 
For  f  e  faire  Miracle  of  is  staf  :  and  for  is  precbingue  al-so, 
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To  god  b6o[m]  ^  torneden  in  ]>e  place  :  seuen  ]>oa8ende  and  mo.    >  ms.  heo 
Toward  a-maner  wildernesse  :  seint  Criatofre  wende, 
In  godes  seruise  to  lede  is  lijf  :  ase  ore  louerd  him  grace  sende. 
pe  lustise  tolde  ])e  kyngue  fore  :  of  swych  a  man  ]>at  he  i-seij 
Tame  ]>at  folk  and  he  ne  dorste  :  for  8trenc]>e  come  him  neij.       132 
pe  king  het  sone  to  hundret  knijtes  :  seche  forto  heo  him  foande, 
And  ]>at  huy  scholden  him  nimen  and  leden  :  bi-fore  him,  faste 

i'bounde. 
Forth  wenden  ]>is  knyjtes  :  wel  I-armede,  a-non. 
Toward  Gristofre  huy  comen  a  luyte  :  and  bi-heolden  him  echon :  136 
huy  alle  ne  dorsten  come  him  neij  :  ake  hamward  huy  gonne  fieo, 
And  tolden,  ]k)  huy  comen  hom  :  )^at  huy  ne  mijten  him  nojwere 

i-seo. 
"  Ouj,  )e  cowardes/'  quath  ye  king  :  "  nabbe  je  him  nonjt  i-founde? 
IchuUe,  yi  he  a-liue  is  :  habbe  him,  faste  i-bounde."  140 

he  sende  to  handret  o]>ur  knyjtes  :  J^at  hy  him  wide  soujte, 
And  yat  huy  ne  comen  nenere  a-jen  :  are  huy  him  with  heom  brou^te. 
Wel  I-armede  heo  wenden  forth.  :  and  a-non  so  huy  Gristofre  i-seic, 
huy  stoden  and  ne  dorsten  gon  him  ner  :  o})ur  ynne]>e  bi-holden  him 

with  eije.  »r.btm  144 

If  Gristofre  stod  and  him^  bi-heold  :  and  axede  hem  jwat  huy  wolden. 
"  For  no-]>ing  ne  dorre  we,"  f e  knyjtes  seiden  :  "  bi  J)e  don  fat  we 

scholden : 
))e  king  us  het  bringue  fe  to  him  :  and  j^ine  hondene  faste  binde. 
Jif  f ou  wolt,  we  wollez  him  segge  :  fat  we  ne  mouwen  fe  finde."  148 
"  Nay,  certes,*'  seide  Gristofre  f o  :  "  ^e  scholden  beo  i-blamede  so ; 
Ake  with  ou  ichulle^  gon  :  and  loki  3wat  he  wulle  habbe  i-do." 
he  made  heom  al  a-jein  heore  wille  :  ase  a  fef,  faste  Iiim  binde, 
fat  heo  neren  i-blamede,  and  leden  him  forth  :  his  hondene  him 

bi-hinde.  i  MS.  IchnUe  lehall*    152 

Of  godes  lawe  bi  fe  weie  :  Gristofre  heom  gan  so  lere,^  >  ms.  i«r«rf 

]pat  echone,  are  huy  comen  hom  :  faire  i-cristnede  were. 

Katheles  huy  ladden  him  forth  :  bi-fore  fe  kyngue,  faste  i-bounde. 

And  seiden,  "  here  is  godes  knyjt :  noufe  we  him  habbeth  i-founde." 

fe  king  sat  an  heij  op-on  is  sege.  :  and  a-non  so  he  Gristofre  i-sei3, 

For  drede  he  feol  doun  to  grounde  :  fat  is  necke  to-barst  neij.       158 

T  2 
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his  kny3tes  nomen  him  up  a-non.  :  and  ase  tyme  ase  is  wit  him  cam, 
he  had  Cristofre  to  him  take  :  and  leten  heo  is  cristindam.  160 

"  J)ou  mi^t,  guode  man,"  seide  cristofre  :  "al-so  wel  heo  stills. 
Mi  hodi  fou  hast  here  faste  i-boundo  :  ]>ou  mi^t  don  al  ]>i  willa" 
II  *'  Ccrtes,  sire,"  fis  knijtcs  seidon  :  fat  hadden  him  fudere  i-hronjt, 
"  Cristindom  we  habbcz  itake  :  and  we  nelleth  it  hi-leue  noujt"   164 
f e  king  let  fo  in  grote  wrathfo  :  Cristofre  in  prisone  do, 
And  hinden  alle  fe  kny3tes  faste  :  and  heore  heuedes  smiten  of  al-so. 
fo  feos  kny^tes  hi-hauedede  weren  :  fe  king  sone  hi-foujte    [foi.  its  b.] 
And  tweyen  faire  wommen  with-alle  ;  to  cristofre  he  hrou3te —     108 
J3at  on  het  Nice,  fat  ofur  Aquiline —  :  for-to  tomen  is  mod, 
j3o  fis  wommen  iseien  Cristofre  :  ase  he  in  prisone  stod, 
-heom  f ou3te  is  face  wcl  hri^tore  schine  :  fane  f e  sonne  of ur  f e  Mone. 
"  Cr[i]stofre,  merci,"  loude  heo  gradden  :  **make  us  cristine  sone  I " 
Cristofre  heom  tei3tc  f e  ri^te  hi-leue  :  and  cristnede  heom  a-non  fere. 
A-morcwe  f  e  kying  let  heom  fette  :  to  lokie  hou  it  were ;  174 

he  hopede  heo  hadden  fane  guode  man  :  in  lecherie  i-hroujt. 
f  e  wommen  Answereden  to  his  Axingue  :  as  huy  ne  tolden  of  him 

no3t.  176 

"Jwat,  hou  goth  fis,"  quat  fe  kyng  :  '*  hahhe  je  i-turnd  ower  fou^t) 
honouiieth  mine  godes,  ich  rede  :  fe  jwyle  on  is  wel  i-foujt.**^ 
"  Ouwer  godes  heoth  wurf e,"  fis  Maydcnes  seiden  :  "  in  fa[i]r  stude 

honoured  to  heo  :  *  ol  idojt 

f ure-fore  lat  swope  f e  stretes  faire  :  fat  al  folk  mouwe  i-seo,  180 

And  we  heom  wollez  honouri,  i-wis  :  ase  rijt  is  and  lawo." 
fe  king  let  don  ase  heo  seiden  :  swif e  sone  and  fawe. 
fo  fis  Maumates  weren  i-hroujt  :  in  fe  strete  at  fe  laste,  183 

fis  maydenes  nomen  heore  gurdles  bof e  :  ant  to  heom  teidcn  faste 
And  to-drowen  heom  in-to  al  f  e  strete  :  and  heowen  heom  to  peces 

fere. 
*'  Goth,"  heo  seiden,  "  ant  fechchiez  heom  leches  :  fat  heo  i-helede 

were  1 " 
l)e  kying  was  neij  for  wiathfe  wod  :  fat  o  maide  he  let  hongue 
And  to  hire  fet  hynden  heuie  stones  :  fat  hire  defes  frowes  wereu 

strongue.  188 

A-non  so  fis  mayde  was  up  i-drawe  :  hire  leomes  borsten  with-innoi 
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Necko  and  senewes  and  ofur  limes —  :  wel  aujte  heo  heuene  i-winne. 
he  let  don  ]>at  ofur  in  strong  fuyr —  :  ake  fare  no  mi^te  non  come 

hire  nei^  : 
Ake  setbpe  he  let  hire  heued  of  smite  :  ]>o  he  ]>at  o]>er  cas  i-seij.    192 
Jjus  fis  twei  holie  maydenes  :  to  fo  blisse  of  heuene  i-wende, 
)?oru  ])e  grace  fat  ore  swete  louord  :  for  seint  Cristofre  heom  sonde, 
if  ))e  king  let  ]>o  cristofre  fecche  :  and  axede  him  a-non 
3we])ur  he  wolde  his  Maumates  serui  :  o]>ur  to  fo  de])e  gon.  196 

Cristofre  for-sok  heore  Maumates  :  and  heore  seruiz  also. 
])e  king  het  a-non  ]>at  Men  him  scholden  :  op-on  a  strong  gredile  do 
And  with  strong  fuyr  and  pich  rosti  him.  :  and  fo  he  was  i-leid  far-on, 
As  wex  fat  gredile  malt  a-wei  :  and  fat  fuyr  a-queynte  a-non,       200 
And  he  a-ros  up  with-oute  harme.  :  wroth  was  f  e  kyng  f o  ! 
To  a  piler  he  let  him  biude  faste  :  and  kny^tes  a-boute  him  go, 
For-[to]  scheoten  him  to  def  e  :  with  Mani  a  kene  flo. 
With  bouwe  and  Areblast  fare  schoten  to  him  :  four  hondret  knyjtes 

and  mo :  204 

Ake  fare  nas  non  Arewe  fat  neij  him  cam  :  ake  alle  heo  gliden  bi-side 
And  heo[n]gun^  in  fe  Eyr  a-boute  him  :  and  fare  buy  gunne  a-bide. 
A-non  so  f e  king  f  is  i-saij  :  for  wratf e  f  udere  he  wende.      ^  ms.  heogan 
An  Arewe  fat  ouer  f is  guode  man  heng  :  a-^ein  him  sons  kende,  208 
Bof  e  is  e^ene  heo  smot  out  :  and  deope  into  f  e  heued. 
pe  king  stod  for  Anguysche  and  for  drede  :  ase  is  wit  him  were 

bi-reued. 
**  J)ou  onselie  wrechche/*  seide  cristofre  :  "  jwat  is  nouf e  wurth  f i 

mijte  1 
A-3cin  him  fat  fov  hauest  bi-gonne  :  feble  fou  art  to  fi3te !  ito\,iu]  212 
Of  f i  wrechhede  ich  habbe  reuf e  :  And  fat  i  schal  cuyf e  f e : 
For  to-Moruwe  mi  louerd  sofifri  wole  :  fat  fou  schalt  laten  a-quelle  me, 
And  f anne  smeore  fine  eijene  with  mi  blod  :  and  fonde  mi  louerdes 

mi^te: 
And  jif  fou  wolt  a-rijt  bi-leue  :  fou  schalt  habbe  fi  sijte."  216 

J)e  blinde  kyng  far-to  hopede  :  and  swife  wel  it  onder-stod  : 
A-morewe  he  let  is  heued  of-smyte  :  and  smeorie  him  with  is  blod  : 
he  hadde  is  si3t  guod  and  cler  :  f  oruj  godes  grace  wel  sons, 
f  oruj  f  e  bone  of  seint  cristofre  :  he  toumede  to  cristine-dome.       220 
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ho  let  burien  faire  seint  Cristofre  :  and  bi-liefde  on  god  a-non 

and  let  him  cristni  in  godos  lawe  :  and  is  men  ech-on. 

J^UB  seint  Cristofre  ])ene  hexte  louerd  :  at  ]>e  laste  of-sou^te. 

God  US  bringue  to  ]>ulke  loye  :  ])at  he  is  soule  brou^te.  224 

41    If  Tita  sancd  Dominici  contewoTiB. 

SEint  Domenic,  ^e  holie  fiore  :  in  spayne  was  i-bore,  [foi.  is4j 

In  fe  toune  of  Caylre —  :  wel  guod  was  fe  more  : 
Sire  feUce  is  fader  het  :  is  moder  dame  lone. 

glad  was  ^e  Moder  of  ])e  sone  :  ])at  for  him  gan  ofte  grone.  4 

j3eo  3wile  fat  f is  holie  child  :  in  is  Moder  wombe  was, 
hire  f ou3te,  ase  heo  lay  a-slepe  :  ase  ore  loaerd  3af  fat  cas, 
fat  heo  bar  in  hire  wombe  a  best  :  fat  faireste  in  any  lond, 

^  And  fat  best  bar  ri3t  in  is  Mouth  :  ane  beminde  brond ;  8 

fe  brond  in  f usse  bestes  mouth  :  f o  it  was  of  hire  i-bore, 
Schon  so  fat  al  cristino-dom  :  f e  brijtore  was  fare-fore, 
And  so  wide  so  was  cristinedom  :  And  f areAras  so  deork  so  nyjt 
fe  brond  in  fe  bestes  Moufe  :  hire  f oujte  jaf  gret  lijt  12 

f 0  fat  child  was  i-bore  :  and  i-broujt  to  cristin-dom, 
Al-so  bi-feol  fat  a  guod  lauedi  :  fat  him  of  watere  nam, 
^v  fou^te  fat  fare  was  a  steorre  :  In  his  fore-heued  so  brijt^ 

fat  foru-out  al  cristine-dom  :  schon  and  jaf  gret  l^j^t.  16 

3wat  was  f is  schiningue  of  f is  child  :  bote  fat  he  scholde  bnngue 
to  godes  lawe  Mani  a  man  :  f  oru3  is  guode  prechingue, 
And  fat  he  scholde  an  ordre  make  :  of  frere  prechours,  fat  jet  is ; 
fat  f are-f oruj  al  cn'stine-dom  :  a-mendi  scho'de,  i-wis  I  20 

*■  f  is  child,  f  60  jwyle  it  was  jong  :  to  guode  drouj  a-non, 
to  fastingue  and  to  almes-dede  :  and  wolle  werie^  to  gon ; 
In  is  bedde  he  nolde  beo  :  bote  wel  luy  te  stounde,  *  vem.  woiieward 

Ake  ligge  in  is  oresones  :  op-on  fe  harde  grounde.  24 

f 0  he  was  sethf e  to  scole  i-set  :  a  deore  jer  fare  cam  : 
his  bokes  he  solde  and  al  is  guod  :  and  alle  fe  panes  he  nam 
And  delde  heom  alle  to  pouere  men  :  ant  ne  lefde  him-sulf  rijt  nojt. 
f  e  tyf  ingue  of  is  godhede  :  was  sone  wide  i-broujt :  28 

So  fat  f e  bischop  of  f e  lond  :  louede  him  wel  i-nouj 
And  enqueorede  of  is  dedcs  :  fat  to  alle  guode  he  drouj  : 
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hei^  man  ho  made  him  sone  :  and  chanun  seculer — 

Wei  luyte  tolde  J)e  holie  Man  :  of  is  grote  power.  32 

J)are  weren  false  cmtine  Men  :  a-boute  in  ])0  londe,  [foi.  124  bj 

])at  nolden  noujt  clanUche  :  fe  rijte  bi-leue  onder-stonde, 

Ke  buy  ne  bi-lefden  nonjt  ])at  ore  louerd  were  i-bore  :  of  ]>e  maide 

Marie — 
Swuch  manere  fals  bi-leue  :  Men  cleopoden  heresie.  36 

A-jein  heom  pis  hoUe  man  :  despa3rtede  alday  faste, 
And  manie  of  heom  ])oni3  godes  grace  :  into  ri^te  bi-leue  heom  caste. 
An  Eorl  ])are  was  in  ])e  londe  ]>o  :  ]>at  guod  Man  was  i-nou3  : 
Sire  Symon  de  Mountfort :  J)at  to  alio  guodnesse  drouj,  40 

his  fador  ]>at  was  here  a-slawe  :  a-mong  us  in  Engelonde 
At])e  batayle  of  Euesham  :  ]>at  longue  worth  onder-stonde. 
l)ia  guode  knyjt  sire  Symon  :  strong  kny3t  was  i-nouj 
And  a-^ein  J^is  vuele  cristine  Men  :  to  batayle  al  day  he  drou3.        44 
Soint  Domenic  al-so  a-boute  jeode  :  and  prechede  a^ein  heom  wel  faste : 
So  ])at  ]>is  tweye  guode  Men  :  to-gadero  heore  heorte  caste, 
J)at  buy  weren  boj^e  at  one  rede  :  ]>e  on  with  his  prechingue, 
])e  opur  with  stronc]>e  of  bataille  :  ]>at  folk  to  guode  bringue.  48 

And  fe  guode  EroU  syre  symon  :  ]>e  jwile  is  lijf  i-laste,  '  r.  eoh 

Euere  heold  op  with  his  power  :  soint  Dompnic  wel  faste ; 
And  foruj  is  pouer  muche-del  :  f e  ordre  he  bi-gan 
Of  frere  prechours,  pat  jeot  is  :  for-to  saui  mani  a  man. —  52 

bi-twene  pis  men  for  heore  heresie  :  pe  striuingue  ofte  was 
And  pe  holie  Manne  soint  Domenic.  :  ase  ore  louerd  3af  ])at  cas, 
Op-on  pe  hul  of  vittorie  :  A  day  ]>are  was  i-nome 
Of  dosputisun  bi-tweono  heom  :  and  po  ])e  day  was  i-come,  56 

Soint  Domenic  cam  forth  po  :  and  In  a  writ  he  brou3te 
his  resones  for  cristin-dom  :  and  pia  lu]>ere  Men  it  bi-tau3te, 
to  counseilie  heom  ]>are-upon  bet :  and  Answerien  ]>are-to 
Opur  boon  studefastore  in  heore  bi-leue  :  bote  buy  heom  cou]>en  ondo. 
]>is  Men  of  heore  heresie  :  I0U3  won  po  wel  smere ;  ^  1  a  t.  om. 

A  grot  fuyr  buy  maden  a-non  :  and  ])at  writ  heo  casten  In  J^ere,      62 
And  seidon,  3if  it  bamde  po  :  of  none  vertue  it  nere. 
J)at  writ  lay  longue  in  ]mt  fuyr  :  and  nouere  ])e  weorse  it  nas,  64 

Ne  nou3t  i-wemned  of  one  lette[r]  :  and  ^t  was  a  fair  cas ! 


I 
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Jjo  \>e  luj)ere  Men  i-seien  J)is  :  a-nuyde  buy  weren  sore ; 

buy  nomen  )>at  bok  and  seiden  a-non  :  )>at  buy  wolden  ^eot  fondi  more : 

buy  casten  eft-sone  in-to  J)e  fuyr  :  and  \>e  \>ndde  tyme  al-so :  68 

And  euere  )>at  writ  was  al-so  sound  :  as  it  was  )>are-inne  i-do. 

J^is  Men  of  beore  beresie  :  i-scbende  beom  beolden  J)o — 

And  nolden  nou3t  ^eot  al  clanlicbe  :  out  of  beore  folie  go. 

Seint  domenic  )>is  bolie  Man  :  ase  ore  louerd  }af  ))at  cas,  72 

In  J)e  Cite  of  tolouse  :  ten  jer  to-gadere  be  was. 
be  ))0U3te  bi-guynne  a-godes  name  :  jif  be  mi3te  it  bringue  to  ende, 
An  ordre  of  Men  to  precbi  faste  :  and  a-boute  J)e  world  to  weude, 
))at  mi3ten  ))oru3-out  cristindom  :  Men  wissi  and  rede;  76 

3eome  be  bad  to  lesu  crist :  belpe  bim  to  ))is  dede. 
So  ))at  \>Q  pope  Innocent  :  a  gret  counseil  I-nouj  [foi.  iss] 

Makede  at  rome  ))ulke  tyme  :  and  mucbe  folk  ))udere  drouj. 
Seint  Domenic  wel  mildelicbe  :  Jmdere  gan  to  wende,  SO 

3if  be  mi3te  anie  grace  babbe  :  to  bringue  is  ordre  to  ende. 
be  cam  and  bad  )>e  pope  leue  :  swucb  ))ing  for- to  do. 
))e  pope  makede  bim  dauncberous  :  and  nolde  ensenti  )>er-to. 
IT  A  ni)t,  as  ))e  pope  lai  a-slepe  :  ase  ore  louerd  jaf  )>at  cas,  84 

bim  ))ou3te  ))at  ))e  cburcbe  of  rome  :  al  a-doneward  was 
Of  '''seint  lobanes  de  lateran  "  :  and  as  be  lai  ))ere 
be  lokede  euere  and  al  J)at  folk  :  3 wane  buy  ouer-falle  were ; 
And  seint  Domenic  beold  up  a-3en  :  and  faste  scbef  witb-oute,        B6 
Wal  ant  tymber  be  pulte  a-3ein  :  and  faste  om  a-boute. 
fe  pope,  J>o  be  a-wok  :  In  grete  J>ou3te  lay 
3wat  ))i8  bi-tocningue  mi3te  beo  :  ))at  be  slepinde  i-sai3. 
be  J)ou3te  fat  J)e  stat  of  boli  cburcbe  :  swuyfe  i-febled  were  92 

And  ))at  cristine-dom  in  Manie  studes  :  in  ri3t  guod  stat  it  nere, 
And  fat  seint  Domenic  J)oru3  is  ordre  :  hire  scholde  belpe  a-rere 
J)oru3  bis  prechingue  wide  in  londe  :  cnstine  men  to  lere. 
J>e  pope  a-morewe  sonte  aftur  bim  :  and  grauntede  bim  wel  fa  we     96 
to  maken  is  ordre  a-godes  name  :  and  folk  to  guode  drawe ;     jnll^n  *'" 
bote  fat  be^  beom  scbeowede  is  ruyle  :  to  alle  is  cardinales  fere, 
And  fat  buy  weren  i-prouede  guode  :  are  buy  i-confermede  were. 
So  fat  f e  ordre  of  frere  precbours  :  seint  Domenic  bi-gan  fo,         100 
fat  batb  i-saued  wel  mani  a  man  :  and  jeot  it  scbal  wel  mo. 


8T.  DOMINIO  8Sin>8  FOBTH  HIS  FRIARS,  TWO  A^D  TWO,  BOOK  ON     281 

BACK,  AND  STAFF  IN   UAND.      HIS   VISION. 

clerkes  buy  onder-fenguen  sone  :  ]!at  )»e  Abite  nome ; 
So  fat  euere  mo  and  mo  :  freres  J)ere  bi-come. 

SEint  Domenic  matte  ])o  In  a  nijt  :  )>at  seint  petur  bim  bi-tok  101 
Ane  staf,  ase  be  cam  to  bim  :  and  seint  powel  ane  bok. 
Jjo  pomeide  be  in  is  ordre  :  jwane  freres  wenden  ouer  lond, 
to  bere  ane  bok  at  beore  rugges  :  and  ane  staf  in  beore  bond. 
Seth)}e  bim  ))ou}te  a-slepe  al-so  :  ))at  be  saij  ))e  freres  go  108 

))oru3  ))e  londe,  two  and  two  :  and  to-gadere  non  mo. 
In-to  Tolouse  be  wende  fo  :  and  bi-lef te  bim-sulf  fero, 
And  sone^  be  sente  is  freres  a-boute  :  fat  buy  de-partet  were ; 
In-to  spaynne  be  sente  some  :  and  to  pans  al-so,  *  v.  suMine  112 

And  fat  fridde  Couent  to  boloygne  :  beore  ordre  fortb  to  do ; 
be  bet  beom  wende  to  and  two  :  and  precbi  in  fat  lond, 
At  beore  rugge  bere  ane  bok  :  and  ane  staf  in  bore  bond. 
IT  A  wonder  sweuene  seint  Domenic  :  In  bis  slep  i-Rei3  :  116 

Ore  louerd  bim  wratbf ede  swif e  :  op  in  f e  eyr  an  beij, 
f reo  launcene  be  beold  in  is  bond  :  fe  poynt  toward  f e  groundo, 
Eijt  ase  be  wolde  al  f ene  world  :  f  oru3  smy te  In  one  stounde ; 
So  ferelicb  be  was  to  bi-bolde  :  fat  it  nas  non  ende.  120 

f 0  cam  ore  leuedi  li3te  a-doun  :  fat  is  so  milde  and  bende ; 
"  A,  mi  sone,"  beo  seide,  "jwat  f encst  f ou  1  :  merci  and  fin  ore  1 " 
**I-nelle,"  seide  ore  louerd  :  "fis  sunne  :  folic  more."  [foi.  mb.] 

be  seide,  ''  al  f  is  world  is  ful  of  sunne  :  and  ful  jare  batb  i-beo,     124 
And  fare-fore  i-cbulle  al  fene  world  a-sle   :  witb  feose  launces 

freo." 
Ore  leuedi  beold  up  bire  bondene  :  and  sat  a-doun  a-kneo, 
And  seide,  "  leoue  sone,  nouf e  fin  ore  I  :  f ov  most  f e  bet  bi-seo, 
fou  most  fine  wratfe  mienge  :  witb  milce  and  witb  ore,  128 

And  f encbe  fat  fou  most  milsful  beo  :  And  fat  fou  boujtest  man 

ful  sore." 
*'  Modor,"  seide  ore  louerd  f o  :  "  bov  mijte  icb  don  f  i  lore  ? 
Ne  sixtf ou  bou  men  me  mis-dotb  :  fat  I-ne  mai  bit  folic  more  1  ** 
"  T"   eoue  sone,"  ore  lauedi  seide  :  "a-bijd  jeot  one  stounde :       132 

JLl    Icb  babbe  ane  guode  Caumpiun  :  to  fine  bi-boff e  i-founde, 
fat  scbal  mucbe  del  of  fat  folk  :  onder  fine  wille  do ; 
And  anne  felawe  i-cbulle  bim  bi-take  :  fat  scbal  belpe  bim  f er-to." 
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"  Lat  me  iseo,"  ore  louerd  seide  :  "  i-chulle  loki  jwej^er  huy  been 
oujtes."  136 

Ore  leuedi  nam  ))o  seint  domenic  :  and  bi-fore  [ore]  louerd  him  broujte, 
And  soint  Fraunceis  al-so  guod  :  ''mi  sone/'  heo  seide,  ''lo 
^li  chaumpiun  and  his  felawe  :  ))at  schullen  ))is  dede  do/' 
**  Je,"  seide  ore  louerd,  "  feos  beoth  bofe  :  strongue  and  guode  for-to  : 
I-chulle  heom  helpe  in  heore  dedes  :  and  }iue  heom  grace  al-so/' 
IT  Seint  Domenic  a-morewe  a-ros  :  ant  to  churche  wende  sone,       142 
And  on  is  sweuene  )>ou3te  muche  :  3wat  him  was  to  done, 
he  stod  and  bi-heold  a-boute  :  his  felawe  he  gan  to^  seo       ^  v.or  144 
pat  ore  lauedi  him  broujte  a-ni^t  :  is  felawe  for-to  beo. 
he  ne  hadde  neuor  er  him  i-seije  :  he  descreuede  him  faste  a-non, 
his  face  and  is  bodi  al-so  :  and^  him  ))ou}te  it  was  swych  on.  >  oid.iny. 
he  tok  and  custe  him  a-non  :  ase  it  was  wel  lijt,  1 48 

And  tolde  him  al^  ))at  cas  :  hov  him  matte  a-ni^t ;  i  v.ofai 

And  Ey))er  bi-gan  to  schewi  o))ur  :  heore  wille  and  heore  ))ou}t ; 
So  ))at  huy  weren,  ase  god  wolde  :  in  o  consent  i-broujt. 
And  ei]mr  dude  bi  c))eres  rede  :  and  feoa  tweie  ordres  wroujte,     152 
Of  frere  prechours  and  of  frere  Menoros  :  ase  ore  leuedi  heom  on 

broujte : 
IT  Seint  Domenic  ))e  ordre  of  frere  prechours  :  ase  ich  habbe  i-seid, 
And  seint  Fraunceis  of  frere  Menores  :  eifer  bi  oj^eres  red. 
*And  sire  Symon  de  Mount-fort  :  fat  guod  km3t  was  and  hende,    156 
Sostcinede  fis  holie  Men  :  to  bringue  fis  dede  to  ende. — 
Ich  wene,  ich  may  for  sofe  it  segge  :  3if  huy  nadden  i-beo  bi-founde, 
J>e  world  hadde  for  grete  sime  i-beo  :  are  J>i3  i-broujt  to  grounde ! 
9eot,  for  al  fat  heo  mouwen  a-boute  go  :  to  prechi  and  to  schriue,  160 
Sunne  is  ^eot  into  al  fis  lond  :  and  wrechhede,  al-to  riue  1 
liere  mouwen  fis  lufere  men  i-seo  :  fat  euere  spekez  to  quede. 
In  3wuche  manere  fis  guode  men  :  bi-gunne  furst  f  is  dede. 
Manie  of  fis  deoueles  limes  :  bi-twene  heom  seggez  al  dayj  :  164 

"  Wel  murie  was  fe  world  and  guod  :  are  man  ani  frere  i-sayj." 
Al-so  huy  spekez,  heom  bi-fallez  :  for  ore  louerd  seide,  i-wis : 
"  bi  fe  fruyt  man  may  i-seo  :  jwat-manere  treo  it  is :  D  foi.ise] 

For  fare  ne  may  of  no  luyf nr  treo  :  no  guod  fruyt  springue ;"  ^     168 
vnnefe  may  a  luyfur  man  ani  guod  word  :  out  of  him-suluo  bringue. 
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hay  moawen  loki  ^wanne  oro  louord  :  heom  smyt,  harde  i-nouj, 
i^ith  one  of  his  launces  \>teo  :  )>at  he  to  heom  drou}, 
y&i  was  for  jds  tweie  holie  men  :  ))ulke  tjme  on-do ;  173 

Fondi  heo  monwen  heore  wyj)er-wine  [jwan]  ^  huy  comiez  J)ar-to. 
Ake  hit  ne  worth  nenere  fals  :  ])at  ore  louerd  him-self  sede :  >  om. 

)»at  his  desciples  scholden  i-hlessede  heo  :  jwanne  men  hem  spekez  to 

quede 
And  seggez  heom  scorn  and  hysemare  :  for  ore  lonerdes  name.       176 
hi  ))e  f  reres  ))U8  it  is  :  of  Men  pat  seggez  heom  schame ; 
Ake  ore  louerd  him-sulf  wole  wreche  nime  :  pei  it  were  ))o  with-drawe 
Por  seint  Domenio  fe  holie  Man  :  and  seint  Fraunceis,  is  felawe. — 
))is  holie  Man  seint  dominie  :  In-to  his  ordre  he  nam  180 

Ane  3oungue  clerk  at  one  tyme  :  )>at  frere  prechonr  hi-cam 
And  seth))e  ])oru}  fe  feondes  lore  :  with-drouj  him  at])en-endo 
And  seide  ))at  he  wolde  a-^oin  :  to  ))e  worlde  wende ; 
he  dnde  of  is  Ahite  :  and  ia  schurte  on  him  caste.  184 

Seint  Dominic  sat  a-doan  arkneo  :  and  for  him  had  wel  faste. 
Ase  he  seide  is  oresones  :  ))e  clerk  hi-gan  to  weopen  sore 
And  pitou[s]liche  hi-gan  to  crie  : ''  a !  nou))e  merci,  louerd,  ))in  oro  ! 
fia  schurte^  ))at  is  a-houte  me  :  for-brennez  me  to  grounde;  iMs.schrurte 
Drawez  hire  of  for  godes  loue  :  o))ur  ich  deie  in  luyte  stounde." 
So  y&t  foTXkf  ore  louerdes  grace  :  him  Jjoujte  he  was  for-brent, 
Are  he  nome  arjein  is  Ahite  :  and  hadde  is  heorte  i-wend. 

BI  a  frere  al-so  at  holoyne  :  hi-feol  swych  a  cas  192 

))at  of  \>e  feond  i-fondet  was  :  and  with-inne  him  al-so  he  was. 
Seint  Domenic  it  of-jjoujte  sore  :  and  het  a-godes  name 
pene  feond  to  helle  wende  a-non  :  and  seide,  ''}wi  dost))oa  me  schuch 

schame  1 " 
"  )k)v  ne  )»art  me  hlamie  noujt  :  for  with  rijte  ich  am  here/'  196  DUboim. 

fe  feond  Answerede  seint  Domenic  :  ase  he  was  in  fe  frere, 
'*  For  pes  frere  cam  ^ursterday  to  toune  :  and  dronk  with-oute  Iciie. 
Ase  a  luyte  mot  pare-Inne  ich  lay  :  and  bi-gan  with-inne  him  weue ; 
For  he  ne  hlessede  nou^t  is  drinke  :  and  with-oute  leue  it  nam,    200 
Wit  lawe  ich  mai  in  him  heo  :  and  with  lawe  in  him  ich  am." 
**  Certes,"  seide  pis  frere,  "  he  seith  soth  :  and  rijt  so  it  is. 
Ichot,  i  dronk  jurstai  in  toune  :  with-oute  leue,  i-wis,  203 
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And  Ine  blessede  nou^t  mi  drinke  :  and  a  swuch  mot  ))are  was  Inne, 

And  with  ))at  drinke  ))at  ich  dronk  :  it  schet  me  sone  with-Inne. 

Euer-ef t  he  hath  I-greued  me.  :  ore  louerd  fram  me  liim  bringue  1  ** 

Ase  huy  tolden  here-a-boute  :  to  Matynes  huy  gonne  ringuo. 

IT  "  Out,  out,"  quath  fe  deuel  fo  :  "  a-wei  ich  mot  gon :  208 

yis  ))eues  with  ))is  wide  hodes  :  a-rise  wollez  a-non, 

And  I-ne  dar  nou^t  a-bide  heore  song  :  adrad  ich  am  wel  sore." 

he  fleu  out  of  ))is  selie  man  :  and  no  cam  nei)  him  non-more. — 

As  \>e  holie  man  seint  Domenic  :  and  his  felawes  come  212 

with-oute  Tolouse  bi  a  watur  :  ase  huy  hadden  er  i-lome,        [foi.  ise  bj 

heore  bokes  fullen  into  fe  watur  :  and  sonken  a-non  to  grounde. 

huy  wenden  forth  in  heore  wei  :  J>o  huy  ne  mitten  beon  i-founde. 

))are  cam  )>ane  ))ridde  day  :  a  fischare  with  is  ginne  216 

And  caste  is  nettes  in  ))at  watur.  :  fo  felde  he  heui  with-Inne. 

^oujte  he,  "  here  is  fisch  i-nouj ''  :  and  bi-gan  to  drawe  faste : 

^e  holie  manness  bokes  it  weren.  :  ))o  huy  comen  forth  at)}e  laste, 

Also  sounde  huy  weren  and  druye  :  ase  huy  euerer  were ;  220 

For  al  fat  huy  leien  in  fat  watur  :  no-J)ing  fe  worse  huy  nere. — 

IT  At  one  tyine  seint  Domenic  :  at  rome  was  i-sete, 

And  fourti  of  is  f reres  al-so  :  with  him  to  fe  mete. 

huy  nadden  bote  a  luyte  bred —  :  wel  luyte  was  fe  lestes,  224 

And  alle  huy  maden  heom  also  loifole  :  ase  huy  weren  at  one  feste. 

Ake  natheles  huy  weren  of-hungrede  sore  :  f  ei  huy  so  glade  were. 

fo  comen  pare  tweie  children  In  :  with  wel  milde  chere ; 

Abite  of  f reres  huy  hadden  up-on  :  fairore  neuere  nere  :  228 

In  heore  lappene  huy  brou3ten  mete  :  ant  to  seint  Domenic  hit  here. 

J)o  huy  hadden  him  J>is  mete  i-tako  :  huy  nusten  3ware  huy  bi-come. 

pis  freres  maden  heom  glade  I-nouj  :  and  wordeliche  forth  it  nome. — 

IT  A  dai,  as  pis  holie  Man  :  in  pe  Contreie  we[n]de,  232 

pat  lodlokeste  weder  pat  mi3te  beo  :  ore  louerd  ouer  him  sende. 

he  bi-gan  to  maken  is  oresun  :  his  felawe  was  in  doute. 

pat  weder  bi-gan  to  reinie  faste  :  in  eche  side  a-boute ;      *  \)^1i' h^Jf**" 

Ake  sone  it  ^af  him  roume^  wei  :  and  al-a-boute  with-drawe,         236 

pat  bi  fif  fet  it  r.e  cam  noujt  him  neij  :  ne  al-so  neij  his  felawe. 

Bl-side  pe  Cite  of  Toluse  bi  a  watur  huy  come. 
A  man  ladde  heom  ouer  In  a  schip  :  ase  he  dude  opere  i-lome. 
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HE  TALES   WITH  THE   DEVIL  IN   GUISE  OF  A   FRIAR. 

Seint  Domenic  wolde  wende  is  wei  :  fo  he  to  londe  cam.  240 

))e  passour  him  het  a-bide  :  and  bi  ))e  cope  him  nam, 

And  seide,  he  scholde  him  paye  is  huyre  :  were  him  leof  ))e  loth, 

he  nolde  him  serui  so  for  nou3t  :  and  ))arto  he  swor  is  oth. 

**  Lat  me,"  seide  J^ia  holie  Man  :  "  par  charite  forth  quijt  gon,       244 

And  god  wole  ^elden  ))i  trauail  :  for  i-ne  habbe  seolaer  non." 

"  Al  for  nonjt,"  seide  J)es  ofur  :  "  bi  J)e  fei  J)at  i  schal  to  f e. 

Mi  tranail  J)ou  schalt  me  paie  :  ofur  J>i  cope  bi-leue  with  me." 

**  Jwane  fou  nelt,"  quath  fe  holie  man  :  **  for  godes  loue  noujt  do, 

Ich  bidde  god,  jif  is  wille  beo  :  fat  he  helpe  me  J)er-to." 

J)o  lay  bi-side  J>e  schipe  fere  :  a  peni,  fair  I-novj.  250 

fe  passour  beu3  a-doun  a-non  :  and  fane  peni  to  him  drou). 

''  JSTIm  fare,"  seide  f is  holie  man  : ''  ase  ore  louerd  sonde  fe*         252 

Por  i-nabbe  mi-sulf  nou3t  :  ore  louerd  a-quitez  me." 

Ore  suete  louerd  nolde  noujt  :  fat  f e  freres  i-lette  were ; 

him-sulf  he  sonde  heom  heore  schip-lmyre.  :  fair  miracle  was  fere  I — 

U  Al-so  f  is  holie  man  a  nijt  :  In  his  oresones  lay  256 

bi  him-sulf  in  priueite  :  ase  he  dude  ni3t  and  day, 

fe  deuel  cam  and  stod  bi  him  :  In  Abite  of  frere.  [fou  127] 

**  Womme,"  seide  f e  holie  man  :  "  3 wat  dost  f  ov  nouf e  here  1 

Jwy  nartf ov  In  fine  bedde  a-slepe  :  In  fe  dortour  with  fine  fere  ?  260 

f  ov  wost  wel  it  nis  nou3t  ordre  :  ne  non  ri3t  guod  manere." 

f  e  Deuel  stod  and  made  him  signe  :  ase  ho-so  seith  ''  i-nelle  nou3t 

Speke  ^  V.  has  t  TT.  more. 

Ne  so  mucho  mis-don  a-3eine8  god  :  is  ordre  for-to  broke."  ^ 

IT  Seint  Domenic  hadde  wonder  f ar-of  :  3wat  frere  it  mi3te  beo     264 

fat  so  wel  is  ordre  heold.  :  he  f ou3te  he  wolde  i-seo  : 

he  wende  and  li3te  ane  candle  :  and  bi-heold  f  is  frere. 

f  0  he  wuste  3  wat  he  was  :  he  f  ou3te  3 wat  dost  f  ou  here ; 

he  blamedo  him^  suyfe  muche  :  3wat  he  dude  fo  fere,  iH8.iiMm   2^8 

For  it  were  betere  is  ri3te  :  fat  he  in  helle  were. 

IT  *'  f ou  mis-dest  more,"  f e  deuel  seide  :  **  fin  ordre  for-to  breke :        diabcaaft. 

For  fou  wost  wel  fis  tyme  :  it  ne  fallez  fe  nou3t  to  speke." 

V  '*  fou  ne  seist  nou3t  ri3t,"  quath  seint  Domenic : ''  for  f e  prior  may,  Dominieu. 

For-to  wissi  is  ^oungue  freres  :  spekon  ni3t  and  day. 

Ich  bote  fat  fou  me  telle  :  noufe  fou  art  allingues  here,  274 
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ST.   DOMIKIO  DRAWS  NIGH  HIS  DEATH. 

Jware-with  )}ou  fondest  mest  :  In  churche  ani  frere." 
duboiiu.  ^  "  bote  ich  makie,"  seide  Je  deuel  fo  :  "  late  to  chnrche  gon,      27-6 
And  }wane  he  alles  ])are-inne  is  :  out  Joannes  to  wiende  a-non." 
Domiiiioof.  Of  \fe  dortore  he  axede  him  :  }wat  were  )>are  is  dede. 
diaboittB.  U  "  bote  ich  makio  freres  to  ligge  longue  :  in  heoie  bedde/'  he  sede, 
"  And  J)e  [jwile]^  huy  farinne  beoth  :  huy  fenchez*  vnel  Jonjt    280 
hit  is  on  of  Mine  beste  hous  :  Inelle  bi-leue  it  noujt"         t\^*^nkenon 
Domiiiicui.  IT  Seint  Donienic  axede  of  ])e  freitore  :  *'  jwat  is  ))i  dede  ^ere  1 " 
diaboiui.  «  bote  ich  f ondi  ))e  dedes  fere  :  of  glotonie  f or-to  a-reie ; 

Ich  makie  freres  to  muchel  ete  :  and  to  drinke  al-so,  284 

Por-to  maken  heom  fehle  :  godes  seruise  to  do.'' 
Dominicas.  ^  "  J wafc  In  \>e  parloro  1 "  seint  Donienic  seide  :  "  beo  nou)>e  soth 
a-knouwe  1 " 
diabdnt.  "  A,  beo  stille/'  seide  ])e  schrewe  ))o  :  "  )>at  hous  is  al  min  owe : 

For  ich  heom  makie  telle  ])ere  :  euerech  o))ur  ty))ingue,  288 

And  make  heom  ))enche  and  speke  al-so  :  of  folies  and  lesinge." 
Domiukaw.lI  "And  jwat  J>e  chapitlel"  seint  Domenic  seide  :  **mijt  fou  fare 
ou^t  winne  1  *' 
dkboint.  "A,  beo  stille/'  ))e  schrewe  seide  :  ^ neuere  Ine cam  )>are-Iime. 

Longue,  for  ))ou  it  hast  i-nemd  :  ^q  worse  me  sohal  beo.  292 

God  ne  sufiri  me  neuere  )>are-inne  come  :  ne  enes  it  i-seo ! 

Al  ))at  ich  habbe  i-wonne  a-day  :  and  ))e  ni3t  bi-fore, 

Sone  so  ))ine  freres  ))udere  comieth  :  al  ich  habbe  i-lore ; 

I-wyped  it  is  al^  clone  a-wey  :  ase  it  neuere  nere.  *  v.m  296 

A-corsed  is  al  fulke  stude  :  ne  come  ich  neuere  feie." 

))o  wende  ))e  schrewe  is  wei  :  and  luyte  hadde  i-wonne, 

And  ))e  holle  man  is  beden  seide  :  ase  he  hadde  bi-gonne. — 

Ongue  leouede  fis  holie  man  :  in  guode  liue  i-nouj,  300 

And  is  ordre  in  guod  poynt  brou3te  :  are  he  to  dej^e  drou^  ; 
At  ))e  laste,  ase  god  it  wolde  :  J'at  he  scholde  heonnes  wende, 
A^  frere  prechur[8]  of  boloygne  :  [he]  drov  toward  is  ende.     Tv.  Awi*"^ 
he  hadde  a  couent  of  [twelue]  freres  :  ]>o  he  drou  toward  J)e  de)>e. 
his^  twelf  freres  bi-fore  him  comen  :  him-seolf  was  J)e  frettej^e  :* 
he  prechede  heom  faire  i-nou^  :  to  siwi  godes  lore,  1  Jh^h.if.u„e.trmn«p.inv. 
For-to  holden  f  e  ordre  wel  :  and  to  echen  as  more  and  more.         307 
Of  Jreo  J)ing  ho  made  is  testament^  :  rijt  bi-fore  his  defe :       »  v.  quid* 


L 


8T.  DOMINIO  BBQX7BATH8  HI8  FBIAB8   P0VEBT7,  LOVE,  UBXKSES8.      287 
HB  IS  BBAWN   UP  A  LADDER  INTO   HEAVEN* 

pouerte,.  and  loue,.  and  Meoknesse  :  his  bre))ren  he  dudo^  bi-qae)>e; 

))at  huy  weren  enere  in  guode  loue  :  and  in  Meoknesse  al-so,  ^  om.  in  v. 

And  ))at  huy  ladden  heore  lijf  in  ponerte  :  and  euere  heolden  ])er-to. 

For  he  foondede  hore  ordre  furst  :  ope  peos  J^ingues  ))reo  312 

And  bi-qnath  seth))en  alle  ))o  :  ))at  wolden  is  bre))ren  beo. 

he  }af  alle  godes  curs  and  his  :  )>at  his  ordre  fuylden  ou^t 

with  grete  richesse  and  worldes  feo  :  for  ))e  ordre  it  nolde  noujt. 

))o  he  hadde  imaked  is  testament  :  he  deide  rijt  in  ]>e  place  316 

And  bi-tei}te  fe  ordre  and  is  sonle  :  al  In  ore  louerdes  grace. 

he  deide  twelf  hundred  jer  :  and  four-score^  jer  and  on*         J  ori*7two 

'Af  tur  ))at  ore  louerd  nam  :  of  is  moder  flechs  and  bon. 

And  endleue  houndret  jer  :  and  four^score  jer  and  tene  320 

Aftur  ))at  ore  louerd  on  eor))e  cam  :  he  bi-gan  ])e  ordre,  ich  wene. 

Wei  au^te  we  blessi  ))e  tyme  :  )>at  euere  he  was  bi-gunne : 

For  mani  a  soule,  ichot,  he  hath  :  to  godes  bi-hofJ>e  i-wonne. — 

U  ))o  )>is  holie  Man  seint  Dominic  :  bi-gan  of  ))is  Hue  gon,  324 

Into  ])e  loye  of  heuene  :  his  soule  wende  a-non. 

For  ase  J)e  prior  of  bixe^  :  ))o  in  is  bedde  a-slepe  lay,  »  v.  Brid« 

hym  foujte  ri3t  Jmlke  tyme  :  fat  he  a  gret  laddre  i-say, 

])e  laddre  schon  swy))e  bri^te  :  into  heuene  an  hoi3 ;  328 

Ore  louerd  on-ouewarde  :  and  ore  leuedi  he  i-seij, 

Al  bi*neo))e  sat  a  frere  :  in  is  scapelori  }w\jt, 

his  hod  i-drawe  ouer  is  ei3en  :  njt  in  his  Abijt ; 

Ase  he  sat  on  ])is  laddre  lowe  :  on  ]>e  ne)>emeste  roungue,  332 

Aungles  )>are  eoden  up  and  doun  :  And  8wi]>e  murie  huy  songue. 

Ore  louerd  heold  ))is  laddre  an  hei)  :  and  ore  leuedi  also. 

And  drowen  ))ane  frere  up  ))are-bi :  fat  faron  was  i-do, 

In  his  Abijte  huy  drowen  him  up  :  in-to  heouene  an  hei) ;  336 

And  al  fat  clere  liJ3t  of  heouene  :  him  foujte  fat  he  i-sei), 

And  heouene  smot  to-gadere  a-non  :  f  o  he  was  with-Inne  i-brou3t 

\>o  f  is  prior  a-wok  :  he  lay  in  grete  f  ou^t ; 

his  bref ren  he  let  cleopie  a-non  :  and  seide,  **  ichot,  i-wis,  340 

)?at  f  is  holie  man  seint  Domenic  :  out  of  f  is  liue  he  is ; 

For  i  sai)  him  ri3t  nouf e,"  he  seide  :  "  to  fe  loye  of  heuene  go." 

))e  sof e  huy  of-Axeden  sethf e  :  fat  he  deide  rijt  f o. — 

bidde  we  jeome  seint  Dominic  :  fat  f e  ordre  hath  i-wroujt,  344 
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])at  we  been  forth  with  him  :  to  ))o  loye  of  heuene  i-broii)t. 
bidde  we  ore  loaerd  and  ore  lauedi  :  for  seint  Dominikes  lone 
]}at  we  moten  af tur  ore  ende-daj  :  to  ))e  blisse  of  heuene  oome. 

42    [Teofle.] 

TEofle  was  a  swy))e  gret  man  :  And  guod  clerk  he  was  al-so, 
hext  Maister  bi-fore  alle  o))ere  :  under  )>e  bischope  i-do.  [foi.  iss] 
\)o  ))e  bischop  was  dad  :  Teofle  was  forth  ibroujt  ^  noat  added  itter. 

to  beon  bischop  aftur  him.  :  ake  natheles  he  nolde  [nout],^  4 

And  seide  ])at  he  nas  nou}t  wuyr)>e  ))are-to  :  and  guod  he  cou)»e  to 

luyte. 
))at  foike  made  ane  oj^e'ne  sone  :  with  grete  nobleye  and  with  pruyte. 
\)o  )>e  bischop  in  ^  his  power  was  :  to  teofle  wrath)>e  he  caste,      ^  ms.  i* 
For  he  was  rapur  to  bischope  i-chose  :  and  with  ))e  o)>ur  bischope 

heold  faste :  8 

he  dude  him  out  of  his  mester  :  and  is  guod  him  bi-nam. 
So  \>ai  Teofle  ))are-aftur-ward  :  in-to  grete  pouerte  bi-cam ; 
Al-so  riche  man  asc  he  was  er  :  ase  pouere  he  was  ))o ; 
So  )>at  he  nuste  jware-bi  libbe.  :  welle,  ])at  him  was  wo !  12 

})o  he  was  in  Miseise  i-brou}t :  him  schamede  swi)>e  sore : 
Men  fat  him  honoured  er  :  J>o  nolden  huy  non-more ; 
Ech  man  tolde  luyte  of  him —  :  for  of  fe  pouere  Men  wollez  so. 
he  ne  mi3te  for  schame  a-mong  men  come  :  he  nuste  3wat  for-to  do, 
)}ene  deth  he  wilnede  fingue  mest.  :  so  fat  he  him  bi-f ou3te 
J^at,  ho-80  fene  feond  serui  wolde  :  in  grete  richesse  he  him  broujte. 
to  a  giv  he  wende  a  nyjt  :  fat  wonede  f are-bi-side ; 
he  bad  him  helpe  of  fat  cas  :  fat  gan  him  fare  bi-tide,  20 

And  him  to  serui  for  richesse  :  fene  deuel  a-boute  wel  wide. 
"  Wel,  it  schal  beo,"  f  e  giv  seide  :  "  ake  jeot  f  ou  most  a-bide ; 
Cum  of  ur  ny^t  f  is  tyme  :  In  f  is  stude  here  to  me 
And  i-chulle  fe  swuch  red  do  :  fat  wel  schal  liki  fe."  24 

11  Teofle  ne  fur-3at  nou3t  f is.  :  to  f  e  giv  he  code 
In  fat  ilke  stude  fat  of  ur  ni3t  :  to  beten  is  grete  neode. 
"  Cum  forth  with  me,"  quath  f e  giv  :  "  ase  ich  f  e  woUe  lede. 
Ake  of  3wat  f  u  iseo  of  ur  heore  :  ne  haue  fou  none  drede,  28 

Ne  make  no  signe  of  f  e  crooyz  :  ne  f  eron  ne  f  ench  rijt  noujt, 
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AND   HIS   MOTHER   MARY,    80   THAT   HE   MAY   BE   RICH. 

Anl  in  swuche richesse nere  J>ou neuere  : ase  fov  worst  sone  i-brou3t." 

TEofle  wende  forth  with  him  :  and  dude  ase  he  him  sede. 
Into  a  priue  stude  he  cam  sone  :  ase  )>e  giv  gan  him  lede  :    32 
\)ene  heie  feond  he  fond  )>ere  :  Maister  of  alle  qiiede, 
And  al  his  mayuie  a-boute  him  :  for-to  a-counti  heore  mis-dede. 
"  Jwat  is  he  fat  ilke,"  quath  fe  schrewe  :  "  fat  J>ov  bringuest  with 
fel"  35 

**  he  schal  beon  of  fine,"  quath  fe  giv  :  "  and  for  neode  he  cam  to  fe. 
A  man  he  was  of  gret  pouwer  :  fat  is  nouf e  him  bi-nome, 
And  for-to  bnngue  him  into  richesse^  arjein  :  fi  Man  he  schal  bi- 

COme."  1  at.  him  in 

"  Wel-come,  beu  frere,"  fe  feond  seide  :  "  noufe  f ou  dost  wel,  i-wis ! 
haddest  f ov  i-don  fus  mani  day  :  riche  f ou  were  are  f is.  40 

bi-com  mi  Man,  and  do  me  homage  :  and  f ov  schalt  beo  riche  i-nov) ; 
For  I-nelle  no  man  heipe  bote  mine  owene  :  and  elles  I  dude  wovj." 
U  "  Ich  bi-come  f i  man,"  quath  Teofle  :  "  and  clanliche  to  fe  take."  * 
"  Certes,  beau  frere,"  quath  fe  Deuel  :  "wel  muche  fov  most  for- 
sake !  ^  al.A  vv.  more.  44 

)?ov  most  fur-sake  god  fat  fe  schop  :  and  alle  halewene  also." 

"  And  ich  heom  for-sake,"  Teofle  seide  :  '*  for  fine  wille  ichulle  do."  ^ 

"  Saunz  faille,  beu  frere,"  f e  Deuel  seide  :  "  f ou  ne  mi3test  speke  no 

bet  {}  fol.  128  b.] 

\)o\x  art  noufe  sone  riche  man  I-novj.  :  ake  of ing  ^eot  f e  let ;  48 

bote  f ou  it  do,  it  is  for  nou^t  :  al  fat  we  habbez  i-do : 

\)ou  most  for^sake  for-with^  god  :  Marie,  is  moder,  al-so ;      ^  a/.  for)>  mid 

For  bote  f  ou  it  wolle  do  :  i-nam  siker  of  f  e  noujt — 

For  manie  fat  weren  in  Mine  se[r]uise  :  heo  hath  fram  me  ibrou^t." 

**And  ich  fur-sake,"  Teofle  seide  :  "hire  sone,  and  hire  al-so. 

And  fe  ich  bi-take  l\jf  and  soule  :  al  fine  wille  to  do." 

"  Ov,  beu  frere,"  fe  deuel  seide  :  "  jeot  ich  am  a-drad : 

For  Marie  so  ofte  hath  :  mine  Men  fram  me  i-lad ;  56 

Word  nis  a-}ein  hire  bote  wind  :  for  f ei  a  man  hire  for-sake, 

3if  he  wole  a-}ein  to  hire  i-wende  :  gladliche  heo  wole  him  take. 

))are-fore  ichulle  beon  siker  of  f e  :  er  ich  mongy  with  fe : 

guode  chartres  of  f is  foreward  :  f ou  schalt  makie  me,  60 

And  writen  hire  with  fine  owene  honde  :  and  a-selen  hire  al-so. 

LEGENDS    ov   SAINTS.  U 
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Jwan  jfou  host  i-don  al  fis  :  J^ine  wille  ichulle  do." 

Teofle  gmuntede  ])is  a-non  :  ))e  cbartre  he  wrou^te  sone 

And  a-selede  hire  with  is  ryng  :  ase  foreward  was  to  done ;  64 

he  sat  on  kneo  and  tok  is  maister  :  and  custe  is  fet  al-so. 

"  Noufe,  teofle,"  J)e  schrewe  seide  :  "  J)ov  hast  al  wel  i-do. » w  rapenorbd. 

J^is  chartre  ichulle  so  faste  biMonke  :  In  helle,  ^wanne  ich  horn  come, 

Jjat  I  ne  drede  me  nou^t  J>.it  heo  worj^e  :  J>oru3  Marie  me  bi-nome.  68 

And  wiend  )>oa  horn,  and  beo  studefast :  ase  ichulle  a^ein  ))e : 

So  riche  man  nere  ))ou  neuere  :  ase  \>ou  worst  sone  ))oru  me." 

j)e  feond  wende  hom  to  belle  :  and  teofle  horn  al-so, 

And  fonkede  fe  gywe  alle  guode  :  fat  he  him  hadde  ido.  72 

A -More  we,  so  sone  ase  hit  was  day  :  \>e  bischop  after  teofle  sonde, 
}5at  he  to  him  wel  hasteliche  :  with-oute  ani  defaute  wende. 
Merci  he  criede  wel  deolfulliche  :  J)o  he  to  him  cam, 

0 

And  bi-tok  him  a^ein  is  power  :  fat  he  er  him  bi-nam.  76 

Te  fle  bi-cam  a-non  so  riche  :  fat  so  riche  man  non  nas ; 

Ase  louerd  and  sire  ech  man  him  heold  :  wel  muche  is  power  was ; 

Eche  man  was  glad  to  queme  him.  :  Men  wondreden  of  fat  cas, 

And  seiden,  "  it  nis  in  f  is  world  :  bote  si  haut  e  si  has."  80 

Worldes  richesse  he  hadde  i-nouj  :  and  worldes  blisse  al-so. 

Alas,  fat  ani  cristine  Man  scholde  :  in  fat  manere  come  fare-to  I 

U  Hit  bi-feol  fare-after-ward  :  In  wel  luyte  stounde 

J5at  f e  giv  fat  him  f ere-to  brou3te  :  with  tricherie  was  i-founde ;     84 

I-nome  he  was  and  to  dome  i-broujt  :  and  to  strongue  dof e  i-do : 

Fur-bamd  he  was  f  oru  luggement  :  and  to  late  he  was  so  ! 

U  j5o  teofle  him  onder-stod— :  In  isheorte  he  f  oujto 

J5at  f e  Deuel,  with  jwara  fe  giv  was  :  to  f ulke  defe  him  broujte.    88 

)?ou3te  he,  *'  nam  ich  al-so  with  him  ?  :  and  f  ei  ich  beo  riche  ane 

stounde, 
Ne  schal  ich  neuere  i-wite  f  e  tyme  :  are  he  me  bringue  to  grounde  : 
J5anne  were  ich  fur-lore  liyf  and  soulel  rand  ich  am  to  him  i-bounde^ 
So  faste,  fat  Ine  may  me  with-drawe.  :  alas  fat  ilke  stounde  1  [}  foi.  i29] 
Alas,  3wy  ne  hadde  ich  i-beo  raf ur  ded  :  fane  ^  i-don  f ulke  dede  ( 
Kabbe  ich  fur-sake  heom  echone  :  fat  me  scholden  helpe  and  rede  ? 
hou  mi3te  ich  hopie  of  grace  :  3wane  ich  heom  habbe  fur-sake  ?       95 
A  sunful  wreche  ich  am,  alas  :  nas  neuere  i-seie  mi  make !    ^  ms.  h»>in6 
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god  is  80  ri^tful  fat  to  him  :  ne  hopie  ich  nou^t  fere-fore. 

l)ote  ich  habbe  ore  leaedie  grace  :  certus,  ich  am  fur-lore. 

For  heo  was  euere  ful  of  milce  :  and  fei  ich  hire  habbe  for-sake, 

hou  ich  euere  fare-of  spede  :  to  hire  grace  ichuUe  me  take."  100 

To  churche  ho  wendo  to  ore  leuedi  auter  :  and  cride  hire  milce  and 

ore, 
his  kneon  he  boot  a-^ein  fe  eorfe  :  weopinde  swyf e  sore ; 
On  hire  he  cride  and  weop  ful  sore  :  bof e  ny^t  and  day, 
Out  of  fe  chapele  nolde  he  nou^t  :  ake  euere  faro-inne  he  lay.       10  i^ 

FOurty  dayes  and  fourty  nyjt  :  on  hire  he  criede  faste. 
hire  milce,  fat  euere  was  so  guod  :  heo  scheowedo  him  at  f e 

laste  : 
Por  ase  he  criede  on  hire  so  jeome  :  fat  swete  mayde  so  liende      107 
cudde  hire  milde-hede,  and  fram  heouene  :  to  him  a-doun  gan  wende. 
**hov  mi^te  ich,"  heo  seide,  "fou  wrechche  Man  :  eny  grace  fe 

take^ 
And  hou  mijte  ich  to  mi  sone  for  fe  bidde  :  }wane  f on  hast  him 

forsake  1 " 

"  A,  leuedi,  leuedi,"  teofle  seide  :  "  noufe,  leuedi,  fin  ore ! 

Ich  habbe  i-sunegut  manne  mest  :  fat  rewez  me  wel  sora  112 

haue  merci  of  f is  sunfule  wrechche !  :  I-nelle  do  sunne  non-more, 

Ake,  jif  fou  wolt  me  fine  grace  jiue  :  Ichulle  don  al  f i  lore." 

"  j5ov  sunfule  man,"  ore  leuedi  seide  :  **  asemucho  ase  on  me  is, 

to  fe  ichulle  beo  milde  I-nov}  :  and  to  alle  cristine  men,  i-wis :     116 

For  ich  louie  muche  cristine  Men  :  And  norichi  heom  al-so, 

and  euere  am  redi  to  heom  a-li}te  :  heoro  bone  forto  do ; 

And  swife  muche  ich  folio  ofte  :  mine  sone  to  makcn  life, 

)?at  he  ne  nimez  of  heom  grete  wreche  :  ase  he  wolde  ofte-sife.      1 20 

Ake  sch[r]yf  f e  to  him  of  fine  sunnes  :  fat  was  i-bore  of  me 

And  fat  f olede  deth  for  sunfule  men  :  and  ichulle  bidde  for  f e." 

"  Leuedi,  merci,"  Teofle  seide  :  "  vnwuyrf  e  ich  am  f  er^to, 

with  fat  Mouth  fat  ich  him  for-sok  :  swuch  schrift  to  him  do."    12-1- 

''  3^1  hardiliche,"  ore  leuedi  seide  : ''  for  he  is  milde  and  softe ; 

Wel  fou  wost  fat  sunfule  men  :  gret  loue  he  cuth  wel  ofte. 

For  he  was  for  sunfule  Men  i-bore  :  and  to  def e  for  heom  i-do, 

he  mot  nede  to  heom  beo  milde  :  for  ri}t  kuynde  it  wole  so."        1 28 

u  2 
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Teofle  bi-gan  fo  weope  and  crie  :  "  louerd,  merci,"  he  sede, 
'*  to  f e  ich  roe  pchriue  with  deolful  heorte  :  for  mi  lufcr  mis- 

dede. 
haue  merci  of  me,  al-so  wisliche  :  ase  J>ou  were  for  mo  i-bore 
And  for  us  J^oledest  deth  :  ))at  we  ne  scholden  beo  fur-lore  I  132 

))ench  nouj^e,  louerd,  on  mine  wrechhede !  :  swele  Ihc^u,  fin  ore ! 
Do  me  fine  milce,  ich  bidde  fe,  louerd  :  i-nelle  do  sunne  neuere-eft 

more." 
H  "Teofle,  teofle,"  ore  leuedi  seide  :  "  for  fi  cristine-dom, 
An  for  pite  fat  ich  habbe  of  cnstine  men  :  sethf e  mi  sone  mi  flesch 

nom,  ii[s.me     136 

I-chulle  bidde  on  mine  bare  kneon  :  mi  sone  for  f  e  ^  wel  sone. 
beo  studefast,  ase  fou  hast  bi-gonne^  :  and  he  wole  i-heore  f i  bone." 
with  f  is  word  Teofle  nuste  :  j ware  ore  leuedi  bi-com.  *  ms.  bi-goum« 

he  weop  and  cride  euere  jeorne  :  and  al  to  hire  grace  him  nom.     140 
pteo  dawes  with-oute  mete  and  drinke  :  fare  he  gan  a-bide 
In  wop  and  sor  and  deol  j-nou}  :  on  ore  leuedi  euere  he  criede. 

Ore  lauedi  cam  f  o  al  li^inde  :  and  with  glade  semblaunt  ako, 
^  Teofle,"  heo  seide,  "  f ou  hast  noufe  sone  :  penaunce  i-nou) 

i-do;  144 

beo  glad  and  blife,  for  ich  habbe  i-bede  :  mine  sone  milce  and  ore, 
J)at  he  hath  fine  sunnes  f e  fur-3yue.  :  ne  sunegue  f ov  nonmore  I " 
"  I-hered  beo  f  ov,"  teofle  seide  :  "  and  f i  holie  grace, 
And  i-blessed  beo  f e  tyme  fat  ich  to  fe  :  criede  in  f usse  place !     148 
Leuedi,  euere  ich  am  a-drad  :  and  siker  nam  ich  noujt. 
Are  f e  chartre  fat  ich  him*  made  :  leuedi,  to  me  beo  i-brou^t :  *om.  irim 
Leuedi,  f ou  art  ful  of  milce  :  fat  f ou  me  schewest  in  f is  place  : 
3 wane  fi  milce,  leuedi,  is  so  muche  :  do  me  ferof  fine  grace  ! "      152 
"JSTov   sone,  theofle,"  ore  leuedi   seide   :   "jeot  ichulle   fe  milde 

beo," 
with  f is  word  heo  wende  forth  :  fat  he  ne  mi3te  hire  more  i-seo. 
hire  milce  heo  scheowede,  for  heo  cam  :  to  him  f  ene  f  ridde  day 
And  brou^te  fe  chartre  and  bi-tei3te  as  him  :  ase  he  a-slepe  lay,    156 
And  wende  a-3ein  wel  stilleliche —  :  and  fo  Theofle  a-wok, 
\)e  chartre  be  hcold  in  is  bond  :  fat  ore  leuedi  him  bi-tok. 
glad  and  blif e  he  was  i-nou3  :  and  me  f unchoz  fat  ho  wel  0U3te ! 
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Ore  laaedie  he  ))onkede  and  hire  grace  :  ))at  to  swuche  gxiodnesse 
him  brou3  te.  ^  »  a/. « ?▼.  more.         160 

11  \)ia  cas  bi-feol  in  leinie  :  on  a  satures-duy  at  ni3t. 
A-morewe,  J)ene  sonenday  :  J>e  day  was  cler  and  brijt^,      wi a'a" ^ ^'^ 
)}e  bischop  and  is  clerkes  :  and  muche  folk  al-so 
to  churche  comen,  ase  ri^t  was  :  godes  seniise  to  do.  164 

Bi^t  ))o  godspel  was  i-rad  :  Theofle  forth  him  wende, 
To  ))e  bischopes  fet  he  feol  a-doun  :  and  ))ene  Deuel  more  he  schende : 
he  tolde  )>e  bischope  euerech  del  :  and  al  ))e  folke  al-so, 
))at  foreward^  and  ))e  sikemesse  :  )>at  he  hadde  ))e  Deuele  i-do,      168 
And  hov  of  ))e  Deueles  mijte  :  ore  swete  leuedi  Lim  caste   >  ms.  ^reward 
And  brou^te  him  ))e  chartres  )>at  he  made  :  )>at  bi-loke  was  in  helle  faste. 
))e  chartre  bi-fore  al  ))at  folk  :  he  lefc  ])e  bischope  rede, 
paX  ech  man  i-seije  is  lu))ere  sunne  :  and  ore  leuedie  mildhede.      172 
Jja[t]  folk  wolde  J>e  chartre  witen  :  for  miracle,  f at^  buy  bede.     » ai.  m 
"  A,  Merci,  merci,  for  godes  loue  "  :  Theofle  of  te  seide, 
"  For  fe  jwyle  ))e  chartre  is  i-hol  :  jeot  euere-more  me  dredeth ; 
Are  heo  beo  to  douste  i-brent  :  siker  lijf  ne  mai  ich  lede."  176 

pe  chartre  huy  bamden  bi-fore  heom  alle  :  ))dt  ech  man  mijte  i-seo. 
"  Certes,  nonfe  ich  hopie,"  theofle  seide  : "  fat  siker  ich  mouwe  beo." 
IT  \)o  ))o  bischop  hadde  is  masse  i-do  :  ))at  folk  cam  mani-folde 
A-boute  Theofle  in  eche  side  :  fat  wonder  to  bi-holde.  180 

bri3tore  fane  f e  sonne,  heom  fou^te  :  he  schon  in-to  al  is  face, 
\)ai  non  ne  mi3te  for  bri3thede  :  bi-holde  him  in  fat  place.         [foi.  iw] 
he  liet  dele  and  3iae  pouere  men  :  fat^  guod  wel  clene  fere,       ^  a/,  iii* 
And  seide  fat  he  out  of  churche  nolde  :  fe  jwile  he  a-liue  were.    184 
To  fe  stude  he  wende  a-non  :  fat^  ore  lenedi  to  him  a-li3te        ^  at.\>w 
And  brou3te  him  f  e  chartres  of  is  sunnes  :  f  oru^  hire  swcte  mi3ta 
A-non-ri3t  he  bi-gan  to  sikni  :  and  fare  ri3t  a-doun  lay ; 
his  brefren  he  custe  echone  :  and  deide  fene  friddc  day.  188 

fat  folk  dude  hi  him  fat  was  to  done  :  and  bureden  him  ri3t  fere, 
his  soule  wende  to  heuene^  anon  :  fare  I-cholde  we  alle  were. 
For  he  is  a  seint  in  heueno  an  hei3  :  and  his  day  fallez  in  f e  jere 
A  luyte  bi-fore  Aueryl  :  ase  fe  bok  us  doth  lere.        iscs.hemnt       ^^^ 
Wel  fair  Miracle  ore  leuedi  dude  :  fat  brou3te  him  of  fulke  wo, 
Ase  heo  hath  manye  of  ere  i-don  :  and  jeot  heo  wole  wel  mo. 
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43    [George] 

SEint  George  J>e  holie  man  :  ase  we  findez  i-wrifce, 
In  fe  londe  of  Cappadoce  :  he  was  i-bore  and  bi-jito. 
J)e  false  godes  lie  for-sok  :  and  tomede  to  cristine-dom, 
And  loiiede  lesu  crtst  swipe  wel  :  and  holi  man  bi-com.  4 

Dacian,  ))e  lu))ere  prince  :  ))at  was  in  ))ulke  stounde, 
AUe  fe  cristine  men  ])at  ho  fond  :  he  let  bringue  to  grounde. 
A  day,  ase  ho  honourede  is  false  godes  :  and  o))ere  mania  on, 
Seint  George  I-saij  al  pis  :  ase  he  cam  pare-forth  gon.  8 

pe  signe  he  made  of  pe  croiz  :  and  blessede  him  al-a-boute 
And  Armede  him  poruj  pe  holie  gost  :  with-Inne  and  with-oute, 
he  wende  him  forth  wel  baldeliche  :  and  wel  loade  bi-gan  to  grcde 
To  Dacian  and  to  AUe  his  :  and  peose  wordes  sede :  12 

"  Alle  false  godes  so  beoth  :  denelscbine,  i-wis ; 
For  ore  louerd  made  heuene  :  ase  in  pe  sautere  i-writen  it  is." 
po  Dacian  i-heorde  pis  :  he  grennede  and  femde  faste, 
And  lourede  with  sori  semblaunt :  and  peos  wordes  oat  he  caste :   16 
**Belamy,  ^wat  art  pou  :  pat  so  gret  fol  art  and  so  bold, 
pat  in  ovre  power  and  bi  ovre  godes  :  swuche  wordes  hast  i-told  1 
pov  ne  dost  us  nou^t  one  schame  :  ase  we  alle  I-seoth, 
Ake  ore  godes  and  us,  3  wane  pou  seist  :  pat  buy  deaelene  beoth.     20 
Tel  me  sone  of  3wannes  pou  art  :  and  3wat  is  pi  rijte  name,  iMs.Mbwdi 
pat  darst  us  segge  and  ore  godes  :  pus  baldeliche  swch  *  schame." 
"  George,  ich  bote,"  pis  opur  seide  :  "  and  cristine  man  ich  am. 
And  out  of  pe  loud  of  cappadoce  :  hidere  to  eov  ich  cam."  24 

"  bel  amy,'*  seide  Dacian  :  "  torne  pi  word  a-non 
And  honoure  here  ovre  godes  :  opur  it  schal  an-opur  gon." 
**  Beo  stille,  pov  fol,"  seint  George  seide  :  "  pou  spext  embe  nou)t. 
For  ich  habbe  on  lesu  crist  :  I-fastned  al  mi  pou3t."  28 

"  A,  tray  tour,"  seide  Dacian  :  "  wolt  pov  take  on  so  1 
pov  schalt  in  opere  ribaudies  :  sone  dai3es  beo  i-do." 
he  liet  him  hangi  up  an  hei3  :  In  one-manere  rode 
And  pare-to  him  binde  fasto  al  naked  :  with  ropes  slrongue  and  guode. 
with  keno  Owles  per-under  :  pe  tormentores  stode  [fbLuob.] 

And  to-drowen  is  holie  lymes  :  pat  faste  buy  ronne  on  blode ;         34 
Al  buy  to-teren  is  te[n]dre  flesch  :  pe  peces  fullen  to  grounde  ; 
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Brenninde  eoyle  buy  nomen  setlij^e  :  and  casten  In  fe  wounde.       36 
)>o  huy  hadden  him  so  longue  to-drawe  :  ])at  reou])e  it  was  to  seo, 
huy  bi-f  ou^ten  beom  of  more  wo  :  and  nomen  bim  a-doun  of  f  e  treo : 
with  smarte  scourges  huy  leiden  on  him  :  and  wounde  op-on  o))ur 

made — 
to  ))e  bare  bon  fe  scourgene  comen  :  ase  ])e  Owles  hadden  i-wade ;  40 
)>e  woundene  huy  selten  seth))e  :  and  salt  ful  ))icke  caste, 
And  8eth])e  with  a  clout  of  here  :  roddeden  fe  woundes  faste. 
louerd,  muche  was  ])e  pine  ))at  he  hadde  :  ech  ope  o)}nr  ))ere, 
)>o  men  selten  so  is  quike  flesch  :  and  roddeden  so  with  here !  44 

Reu))e  it  was  swuch  pine  to  se  :  ho-so  0U3t  of  reu)>e  were ; 
And  euere  lay  ))e  guode  Man  :  ase  )>ei  him  no])ing  nere. 
IF  ^0  Dacian  i-6ai3  fai  he  ne  ini3te  :  ouer-comen  him  so, 
ho  let  binde  f&ae  holie  man  :  and  in  strongue  prisons  do.  48 

))are  he  lai  al  ))e  longue  ni^t  :  to  opui  wo  fai  he  hadde. 
A-morewe  ))e  tormentores  eft-sone  :  bi-fore  Daciane  him  ladden. 
In  eche  manere  huy  fondeden  fo  :  ^li  huy  mitten  tuyrne  is  J^ou^t. 
Ake  ))o  huy  i-sei^en  euerech-one  :  )>at  it  was  al  for  nou^t,  52 

Dacian  let  makie  a  weol  of  bras  :  so  strong  ase  he  mi^te^ 
And  scharpe  sweordos  wel  J^icke  a-boute  :  ])are-on  faste  he  pi^te : 
he  let  nime  fia  holie  man  :  and  ]>are-aboue  him  do, 
)>at  ))e  swerdcs  scholden  is  bodi  to-ronde  :  and  to-drawe  also.  56 

So  sone  ase  huy  ])is  guode  man  :  a-boue  ])usse  jweole  broujte, 
)>at  3  weol  to-brac,  ase  god  it  wolde  :  and  to-bruysde  al-to  nou3te ; 
So  fat  fia  holie  man  :  harmles  faroi  he  was. 

Dacian  was  swi])e  wroth  :  )>o  he  i-sai3  ))at  cas.  60 

U  A  forneis  he  let  maken^  of  bras  :  and  fullen  it  ful  of  led ;   ^  oi.  nym* 
he  let  maken  a  strong  fuyr  i-nov3  :  ase  he  nam  sone  is  red. 
po  )>at  led  was  al  i-molte  :  and  boylede  swi]»e  faste, 
he  let  nimen  ))is  holie  man  :  and  ri3t  a-middes  caste.  64 

SEint  George  nam  up  is  hond  :  and  ))e  croiz  bi-foro  him  made. 
And  in  ])e  wallinde  led  :  baldeliche  he  gan  wade. 
])are-Inne  he  sat  wel  softe  a-doun  :  ase  yei  him  noting  nere, 
And  leonede  to  ^e  brerde  stille  :  ase  )>ei  he  arslepe  were ;  68 

he  lai  ase  ^ei  he  in  rests  were  :  for-to  )>at  led  at)»e  laste 
was  al  in-to  ])o  colde  i-tumd  :  )>at  boylede  or  so  faste. 
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Louerd,  muche  is  )>i  nii^te  :  ase  men  mijten  ^aie  i-eeo, 

)>at  ani  man  mi3te  in  )>e  wallinde  led  :  so  longue  hannles  beo !         72 

U  )>o  Dacian  ])is  i-sei^  :  bis  wit  him  was  nei)  bi-nome ; 

<*  Mabun,"  be  seide,  **  hov  getb  )>is  ?  :  3 ware  is  nov))e  ^i  mijte  bi-comet 

3 wane  I-ne  may  )>i8  foule  feoi  :  ouer-come  in  ^usse  wise, 

I  scbal  bi-nime  him  sone  is  lijf  :  )>are  be  ne  scbal  neuere  a-rise."     76 

bis  dom  be  gan  to  ^iue  a-non  :  ]»at  buy  seint  Greoige  nome       0  foi.  isi] 

'And  drowen  him  foru^-ovt^  al  fe  toun  :  for-to  buy  witb-oute  come. 

[&  faiy  buy  smiten  of  his  beued  :  witb-oute  )>e  toun  at]>e  laste, 

And  is  bodi  )>are  in  sum  foul  place  :  to  wilde  bestes  it  caste.  80 

j)o  fis  dom  was  J>us  I^yue  :  bit  nas  noujt  i-lete  :  •SSSTiiSr** 

buy  nomen  and  drowen  ])is  bolie  man  :  villicbe  )>oru3  ^e  strete, 

Forto  buy  comen  witb-oute  toun  :  )>are  buy  wolden  is  beued  of  smita 

beore  wepne  buy  drowen  forth  and  jwetten  hem  :  kene  forto  bite.  84 

"  Leoue  bref  ren,'*  seint  George  seide  :  "  one  stounde  a-bidez  juyte, 

For-to  icb  habbe  to  lesu  crist  :  mine  bone  i-bede  a  luyte." 

IT  bis  bondene  be  beold  up  on  bei^  :  a-doun  be  sat  on  kneo, 

And  seide,  "  swete  louerd  lesu  crtst  :  )>at  alle  ^ing  mijt  i-seo,  88 

graunte  me,  ^if  f i  wille  is  :  fat,  ho-so  in  guode  manere 

lialewez  mine  day  in  Aueiil  :  for  mi  loue  on  eorfe  here, 

})at  J^are  ne  falls  in  )>at  hous  :  no  qualm  in  al  ]pe  ^ere, 

Ne  gret  sijknesse  ne  bongur  strong  :  fat  farof  beo  no  fere;  92 

And  ho-so  in  perile  of  fe  se  :  to  me  bit  is  bone, 

Ojjur  in  any  of  ur  stude  perilous  :  louerd,  f ov  helpe  beom  sone ! " 

U  fo  i-heorden  buy  a  voiz  in  heuene  :  fat  to  him  seide,  i-wis : 

"  Mi  blessede  child,  cum  here  foith  to  me  :  fi  bone  i-beord  is."       96 

f 0  is  houed  was  of  i-smite  :  aso  al  fat  folk  i-sei^, 

Aungles  nomen  is  sweto  soule  :  and  to  heuene  beren  on  beij. 

fare  he  is  in  greto  loyo  :  fat  last  witb-outen  ende. 

Nov  god  for  seint  Georges  loue  :  late  ore  soule  f  udere  wende.        100 

44    Vita  sancti  Eadmundi  regis. 

CiEint  Eadmund  fe  holie  kyng  :  i-bore  was  here  bi  este^  IiTtreMpoSSI 
KD     In  f e  on  ende  of  Engelonde  :  of  ^wam  Men  makiez  feste ; 
For  of  southfolke  he  was  kyng  :  and  of  fe  contieie  wel  wide. 
)?aic  wercn  in  Enguelonde  fo  :  kyngiH  in  falc  side,  4 


BT.    EDMUND,   THE    KINO    OP    SUFFOLK,   IB    TAKEN    BT    HINGUAB,       297 

DOUND,    AND    CONDEMNED    TO    DEATH. 

Swy)>e  fair  kny^t  and  strong  he  was  :  and  hardi  and  quoynte, 
Meoke  and  milde  and  ful  of  milce  :  and  large  in  eche  poynte. 
Twey  princes  of  an  ofui  lond  :  )>ai  weren  in  hifere  )>ou3te, 
Nomen  heore  red  to-gadere  faste  :  to  bringue  enguelond  to  nou^te ;  8 
hubba  was  f&t  on  i-hote  :  and  ]»at  ofur  bei^te  hynguar. 
Into  enguelond  buy  comen  with  gret  fierd  :  are  ani  man  were  i-war : 
In  Korth-humberlond  buy  bi-gunne  :  and  ])are  buy  slowen  to  grounde 
And  robbeden  and  barnden  al  to  noujt  :  and  destruyden  al  ])at  buy 
founde.  1 2 

])o  buy  badden  nortb-bumberlond  :  clanlicbe  a-doun  i-brou^t, 
Al-so  buy  wolden  al  enguelond  :  and  J^ou^ten  buy  nolden  bliiine  nou^t : 
bynguar,  ))at  ]»e  o.  maister  was  :  bis  felawe  be  bi-lefde  ])ere, 
bubba,  [&]  wende  bere  bi  este  :  to  quelle  ])at  faxe  were.  16 

Of  ])e  guodnesse  of  seint  Eadmund  :  be  beorde  mucbe  telle : 
Into  is  lond  be  wende  a-non  :  to  fondi  bim  to  quelle. 
Into  is  bexte  toune  be  cam  :  er  any  man  were  i-war, 
And  robbede  furst  al  ])at  be  fond  :  and  made  ])ane  toun  wel  bar ;    20 
And  al-so  be  slov  ])at  folk  to  grounde  :  al  )>at  be  mi^te  of-gon, 
3ong  and  old,  wyf  and  Mayde  :  be  ne  sparede  neuere  on.       [}  foi.  isi  b.j 
children  fram  beore  moder  breste  :  he  drov  and  let  beom  quelle  ^ 
And  al-to-bewe  bi-fore  ])e  moderes  :  )>at  reuj^e  it  was  to  telle ;  24 

11  ^are- After  he  let  fe  Moderes  a-sle  :  sorewe  fare  was  I-nov^  ! 
))ane  toun  he  bamde  al  to  douste  :  and  al  )>at  folk  a-slovj. 
be  axede  at  some  of  ])e  men  :  ^ware  heore  kyng  were ; 
And  buy  tei^ten  bim  ^ware  he  was  :  buy  ne  dorsten  non-o)>ur  for  fere : 
In  fe  toune  of  Eglesdone  :  a  guod  wei  ])annes,  he  was.  29 

)>o  )>e  Inhere  prince  beorde  fai  :  he  ne  made  no  softe  pas, 
Ake  wende  him  ))udere  ful  hastifliche  :  with  is  lu])ere  men  ech-one. 
huy  comen  and  metten  ])ane  holie  kyng  :  with-oute  J^e  jate  al  one.  32 
A-non  so  hynguar  wuste  ])at  it  was  he  :  he  let  him  nime  )>ere, 
And  bi-segi  is  Men  alle  :  ])at  with-Inne  were.      >  vT.sr-saratobetnmpoMd. 
IT  fis  holie  kyn[g]  was  faste  Inome.  :  and  In  a  luyte  stounde  JomVrJj  ^^* 
Bi-fore  f e  prince  he  was  i-lad  :  naked  and  faste  i-bounde,      lJriIim"Soin 
^Eor-to  a-fnngue  ]»are  is  dom  :  and  non  bo  men  bim  nome  (!),^  37 

Kijt  as  men  ladden  ore  louerd  bi-fore  pilatus  :  for-to  a-fonguo  is  dome. 
In  a  wode  as  he  was  i-lad  :  to  a  troo  huy  him  boundo 
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And  with  smarte  scourges  beoten  him  sore  :  and  inadeu  him  many  a 
wounde.  40 

yiB  h'olie  man  stod  euere  stille  :  he  ne  grochchede  noujt  ene, 
Ake  euere  he  cride  "  god,  ])in  ore  I "  :  and  non  ofui  he  nolde  him  mene. 
So  ])at  ])is  lu])ere  tormentores  :  ])at  beoten  him  so  sore,  >  oi.  )mi    « at,  on. 
^ou^ten  ]>at^  huyhimschame  duden  :  and'  hovhuy  mitten  don  him  more, 
huy  benden  heore  bouwene  and  stoden  a-feor  :  and  heore  Arewene 

ri^ten : 
Ase  to  ane  marke  huy  schoten  to  him  :  ase  euene  ase  huy  mijten. 
)>e  Arewene  stikeden  on  him  ful  ))icke  :  and  al  is  bodi  to4rowe ; 
'^  And  euere  stod  ^is  holie  man  :  ri3t  stille,  ase  ))ei  he  lowe.  48 

Ase  ful  ase  is  an  Irchepil  :  of  piles  al-a-boute. 
So  ful  he  stikede  of  Arewene  :  with-Inne  and  with-oute. 
So  ful,  )>at  in  none  stude  :  on  Arewe  ne  mi^te  In  wende 
bote  he  for-korue  some  o)>ure  :  more  is  bodi  to  rende.  52 

Ase  ))e  holie  man  i-Martred  was  :  seint  Sebastian, 
Also  huy  serueden  is  holie  bodi :  and  schoten  ^ane  holie  man, 
))at  euerech  pece  f  ram  o)>ar  fleu  :  )»at  wonder  was  of  is  liue. 
And  euere  he  stod  ase  him  no  lou^te  :  and  cride  on  god  wel  bliue.  56 
))o  hynguar  i-sai)  ^t  huy  ne  mijten  :  ^are-with  ouer-come  him  noujt, 
A-non  he  let  is  heued  of  smy te  :  ))at  he  were  of  liue  i-brou^t. 

Ase  ])is  holie  man  is  beden  bad  :  a  man  smot  of  is  heued ; 
And^  is  bodi  was'  al-to-rend  :  and  nou3t  i-hol  bi-leued.        60 
And  for  it  was  so  al-to-drawe  :  huy  leten  it  ligge  ])ere.  >  a/,  m  >  oi.  wu  er 
Ake,  for  men  ne  scholden  noujt  finde  is  heued  :  forth  with  heom  huy 

it  here 
Into  f  e  wode  of  Eglesdone  :  ane  ^  deme  stude  huy  f ounde :  *  us.  ane  an« 
A-mong  )>icke  )>omes  huy  it  casten  :  and  hudden  it  in  ])e  grounde.    64 
fo  heo  hadden  of  f is  holie  kyng  :  al  lieore  wille  Jere, 
glade  and  blife  huy  weuden  forth  :  lufere  Men  ase  it  were, 
fat  heued  huy  hudden  derneliche  :  fat  no  cristine  man  ne  come, 
J  if  fat  fare  ani  bi-lefte  a-lyue  :  and  with  him  fannes  it  nome.^        68 
A  wilde  wolf  fare  cam  sone  :  and  to  fe  heuede  he  drov3,  P  foL  iw) 

And  fare  oppe  he  lai  and  wuste  it  faste  :  a-jein  is  kuynde  i-nouv^ — 
For  is  kuynde  were  more  to  fornawolewen  it —  :  and  lickede  *  it  ofte 

and  CUSte.  >  MS.  Hekeden 
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And  ri^t  ase  Le  wolde  is  owene  jwelp  :  with  wilde  bestes  it  wuste.  72 
11  Sethfe  fare  comen  c?*/stine  Men  :  and  in  sum  power  weren  i-broujt : 
])at  bolie  bcdi  buy  founden  sons  :  for  it  nas  i-bud  ri3t  noiijt. 
Ake  for  buy  ne  founden  nou3t  ])at  beued  :  a-boute  buy  wenden  wide 
And  sou^tten  it  longue,  In  manie  stades  :  euerecb  in  bis  side.         76 
buy  ne  mijten  it  finde  for  no  J»yng.  :  so  fat  buy  comen  ane  day 
bi-sides  fulke  f icke  f omes  :  fare  ase  fat  beued  laL 
buy  nusten  nou3t  fat  it  was  fere.  :  f o  bi-gan  fat  beued  to  grede, 
Ase  it  a-mong  f  c  f  omes  lay  :  and  rijt  f  eose  wordes  sede  :  80 

H  "  Here,  bere,  bere,"  witb  swete  voyz  :  ase  f ei  be  were  a-liue. 
f 0  fat  folk  i-beorde  fat  :  f uder-ward  buy  wenden  bliue : 
fat  beued  buy  founden  in  f ulke  stude  :  ase  bit  bim-sulf  scde. 
Louerd,  i-bered  beo  f i  mijte  :  fat  fare  was  a  fair  dede  !  84 

fat  beued  buy  beren  to  f e  bodi  :  and  setten  it  euene  fare-to, 
And  beren  it  fortb  witb  gret  bonovr  :  ase  rijt  was  forto  do.^ 

TO  seint  Eadmundesburie  buy  ladden  bim  :  ase  men  cleopiez 
nouf e  fene  toun —  »  a/.  4  tt.  mon. 

fare  is  on  Abbeie  of  blake  Monkes  :  ase  buy  setten  bim  a-doun.     88 
In  swyfe  noble  scbrine  buy  brou^ten  bim  :  ase  ri^t  was  for- to  do. 
fare  be  lijtb  3eot  bol  and  sound  :  ase  beo  i-seotb  fat  comietb  bim  to  : 
For  is  bodi  fat  was  so  to-drawe  :  bol  bi-cam  a-non 

^And  sound,  as  fe  jwyle  be  a-liue  was  :  bofe  of  flescb  and  bon;      92 
If  fat  beued  al-so  faste  to  f e  bodi  :  ase  it  was  euerer. 
In  al  is  bodi  nas  o  weom  :  fat  man  mi3te  inseo  fer, 
bote  ase  is  beued  was  of  I-smyte  :  ase  ore  louerd  it  wolde, 

^  A  smal  red  line  is  al-Srboute  :  scbininde  ase  of  golde.  96 

A  swyfe  fair  pilegrimage  it  is  :  f udere  forto  fare, 
For-to  bonouri  fat  bolie  bodi  :  fat  fare  batb  i-lcie  so  3are. 
Novf e  god  for  f e  loue  of  seint  Eadmund  :  fat  was  so  noble  king, 
graunte  us  fe  loye  fat  be  is  Inne  :  aftur  ovre  ending.     Amen.      100 


45    [Ki^liel].^ 

Eynt  Ml3bel  f e  Arcbaungel  :  and  is  felawes  also, 

buy  beotb  bi-tweone  ore  louerd  and  us  :  to  scbewi  3wat  we 

scbulle  do. 

1  This  legend  I  have  publitihed  before  in '  Lemeke,  Jahrbucb  f iir  rom.  und  engl. 
phU.,  1874.' 


S 


300      ST.    MICHAEL.      AN    ARROW   SHOT    BT    OAROAN    AT    HIS    OX    ON   A 
HILL,    RECOILS  AND   WOUNDS   HIM,   BT   ST.    MICHAEL's   WILL, 

Ane  day  buy  habbez  in  fe  ^ere  :  ]poTU^  al  cristincdom. 
])oru3  fair  miracle  of  seint  Michel  :  fe  day  a  maD^  furst  nom.  ^aLm»  i 
In  ))6  one  ende  of  Apuyle  :  a  gret  hul  )>are  was  and  heij 
])at  ])e  hul  gargan  is  i-cleoped  :  for  a  man  ])at  )>are  was  nei), 
Jat  gargan  i-cleoped  was —  :  pe  hul  fare-fore  hatte  so. 
))is  gaigan  was  wel  riche  man  :  and  in  gret  power  i-do.  8 

hit  bi-feol  ])reo  hundret  jer  :  and  euene  twenti  ri^t 
Aftur  ])at  ore  louerd  for  us  :  In  is  Moder  was  a-lijjt, 
p&t  garganes  reo])eren  :  and  o])ure  bestes  I-nowe 
A  Morewenes  op-on  ])e  bei^e  hulle  :  to  heore  lesewe  beom  drowe.    12 
An  eue  J^is  ni)>erene  wenden  horn  :  as  heore  wone  was,  ech-one. 
Bote  0  bole,  )>at  he  louede  muche  :  was  bi-bynden  al  one : 
Opon  fe  hexte  toret  of  J>e  hul  :  f e  bole  wel  euene  drov^. 
And  )>o  ))e  louerd  bine  miste  an  euen  :  a-nuyd  he  was  i-nov3  ;  16 

With  him  he  nam  men  i-nowe  :  and  sou^te  into  al  )>at  lond  : 
Opon  )>e  hexte  hurste  of  al  pe  hulle  :  at)>e  lasts  he  him  fond, 
he  nam  one  aruwe  envenimed  :  in  grete  wratbe  I-nov^ 
And  schet  to  fia  selie  bole  :  and  with  grete  strenc])e  i-ncv^.^  >  ai.  droa^  20 
Ake  ))is  Arewe  tomede  euene  a-^ein  :  to  him  ]»at  hire  schet, 
And  smot  him,  ase  it  in  wreche  were  :  deope  wounde  and  gret. 
Nov  was  fat  a  wonder  Arewe  :  and  wonder  wei  heo  sou^te  ! 
I-ne  kepte  nou^t  leorni  so  forto  scheote  :  ne  swuch  arewe  fat  man 
me  brou^te.  24 

A  wonder  schere-wynd  heo  was  on  :  womme  ^wat  heo  f  ou^te  ! 
Ake  euere  me  finchez  he  fat  hire  schet  :  fe  game  sore  a-boii^te. — 
fat  folk  fat  f are-a-boute  stod  :  in  grete  wonder  was ; 
to  f e  bischope  buy  wenden  anon  :  and  tolden  him  al  fat  cas.  28 

f e  bischop  was  in  grete  fere  :  and  in  grete  f  ou^te  stod ; 
A  tokningue  it  was,  he  wuste  wel  :  of  vuele  of  ur  of  good  : 
he  hiet  al  f  e  contreye  a-boute  :  In  oresones  anon-ri^t  to  beo 
And  f  re  dawes  in  fastingue  al-so  :  f  is  tokningue  forto  seo.  32 

Seint  Michel  after  fene  fridde  day  :  to  fe  bischope  he  com, 
And  seide,  "  hou  f  inchez  f  e  of  f  is  de^le  ]  :  was  it  a  wonder  dom  1 
Ne  f  iuclie  ov  no  wonder  f ar-of  :  for  mi  wille  it  was,  i-wis : 
For  Ichulle  witie  wel  f ulke  stude  :  fat  in  mine  warde  is ;  36 

And  In  f usse  manere  ich  it  schewi  eov  :  fat  ^e  f e  sof o  i-seo, 
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And  ))at  ^e  honouri  )>ulko  stude  :  for  is  wardein  ichulle  beo." 

If  f e  bischop  with  procession  :  swyf e  fair  and  hende, 

For-to  honouri  ))ulke  holie  stude  :  mildeliche  he  gan  i-wende.  40 

A  noble  churche  buy  founden  ])are  :  with  walles  faire  and  proute ; 

buy  ne  dorsten   noujt  J^are-neij  come  :  beore   preiere  buy  duden 

with-OUte.  ^  *  ▼•  *l-*  ■purlouH  ? 

fare-af tur-ward  al  fat  folk  of  f e  lond  :  fat  I-cristned  were 

Aldai  comen  to  fulke  bulle  :  beore  beden  to  bidde  fere. —  44 

Sethfe  [it  ful]^  fare-after-ward  :  fat  Saracines  fare  come  >  om. 

And  weorreden  f  e  cristine  men  :  and  bataylle  a-jein  beom  nome : 

fo  bet  f e  bischop  of  ^  fat  folk  :  fulke  dayes  f reo  >  oi.  ai 

to  seint  Mljhel  bidden  faste  :  and  in  fastingue  al-so  beo.  48 

f  e  f  ridde  nyjt  seint  Mijhel :  to  f e  bischope  cam  eft-sone,^  ^  ms.  •tt  fUon« 

And  seide,  '*  lat  jarki  al  f i  folk  :  fe  bataille  for-to  done. 

fat  )e  to-day  f are-Inne  been  :  li^t  atf e  feorfe  tyde, 

And  with  eov  Ichulle  fare  beo  :  sum-^ware  fare-bi-side."  52 

f e  bischop  was  fo  glad  i-nouj.  :  fat  folk  was  sone  ^are, 

fe  tyme  fat  he  hadde  i-set  :  to  f e  batayle  forto  fare. 

TO-gadere  buy  smiten  opon  fe  hulle  :  ake  it  was  ido  a-non  : 
for  fare  cam  a  grot  deork  cloude  :  and  ouer-caste  beom  ech-on, 
And  f e  leitingue  smot  fere  and  fere  :  f e  luf ere  men  to  grounde ; 
Six  hundret  it  a-slov  of  beom  :  in  wel  luytel  stounde.         [foi.  iss]    58 
heore  felawes  flowen  faste  a-non  :  and  ascapeden  onnef  e ; 
fare  nas  non  fat  ne  was  longue  sijk  :  of ur  deide  in  strongue  def e.  60 
f  us  seint  Mijbel  sturede  him  f  o  :  a-mong  beom  f  eor  and  ner. 
f o  was  it  soth  fat  seint  Dauid  :  seide  in  f e  sauter : 
"  fat  ore  [louerd]  makez  is  Aungles  :  ase  gostes  fleojnde, 
And  beom  fat  beoth  is  ministres  :  ase  fuyr  beminde.''  64 

Oodes  ministres  aungles  beoth  :  seint  Mi3hel  and  of  ere  mo ; 
fat  ase  gostes  flowen  f o  vn-seie  :  in  fourme  of  fuyre  f o. 
A  wonder  game  buy  pleiden  fere —  :  fat  mi^te  segge  heore  fon ; 
Betere  beom  hadde  at  bom  i-beo  :  and  i-piked  heore  ton  !  68 

IT  fis  cristine  Men  a-morewe  :  ^arkeden  beom  fule  wel 
And  wenden  to  fis  holie  hul  :  to  f onki  seint  Mijhel. 
fo  founden  buy  ane  churche  fere  :  swyfe  quoynte  a  rerd. 
fe  bischop  was  fo  glad  I-nov^  :  and  sumdel  he  was  a-ferd :  72 
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ALTARS.      MICHAELMAS  DAT  TO  BE  KEPT  THROUGH  CHRISTENDOM. 

he  nuste  bou  ]>e  churche  cam  :  ne  ho  hire  hadde  a-rerd  ])ere, 
Ne  }wej)er  seint  Michel  wolde  :  fat  heo  i-halewed  wei-e — 
For  him  ]K>U3te  fat  hit  was  rijt  :  to  halewi  churchene  newe. 
Seint  Michel  wel  jeome  he  bad  :  fat  was  is  freond  wel  trewe,         76 
fat  he  beom  sende  sum  tokningue  :  jwat  he  scholde  f arof  do ; 
f reo  dawes  he  let  fat  folk  fasten  :  and  heore  beden  bide  al-so. 
Jeot  cam  seint  Michel  eft^one  :  to  fe  bischope  fore, 
And  seide,  ^'ne  f ench  nonjt  on  mine  churche  :  fat  ich  let  mi-seolf  a-rere ! 
For  ich  habbe  fe  churche  a^rerd  :  and  Lhalewed  al-so.  81 

And  f ar-of  f ov  schalt  signs  i-finde  :  jwane  fov  comest  f ere-to : 
For  wiend  In  atf  e  est-porche  :  and  ase  ich  habbe  i-gon 
Mine  fet  fov  schalt  finde  I-sene  :  ri^t  in  fe  Marbre-ston.  84 

Sing  fare  fine  hei3e-mas8e  :  and  ^if  fat  folk  also 
^re  louerdes  flesch  and  is  blod  :  jwane  fe  masse  is  ido ! " 
H  J>e  bischop  wel  sone  a-Morewe  :  to  fe  churche  him  drovj, 
And  fis  folk  al-so  with  him  :  with  ofifringue  fair  I-nov^.  88 

At  f  e  est-porche  buy  wenden  In  :  and  in  f  e  Marbre-ston 
fe  stapes  buy  founden  I-sene  :  ase  seint  Michel  hadde  igon. 
Innore-more  buy  wenden  juyt  :  weouedes  buy  founden  f reo, 
With  rede  palles  buy  weren  i-heoled  :  fe  faireste  fat  mi3ten  beo  :   92 
Ore  swete  lauedies  was  fat  on  :  fat  men  scholden  to  bidde, 
fat  ofur  seint  lohanes  fe  baptist^  :  And  seint  peteres  fat  fridde. 
IT  f  e  bischop  song  is  masse  fere  :  and  sethfe  atf  en  ende        >  m<.  \»ax\%\. 
fat  folk  he  dude  hoseli  al  :  are  he  wolde  fanne  wende.  9G 

fat  folk  to  f ulke  holie  stude  :  aldai  faste  drouj ; 
And  ore  louerd  dude  fare  ofte  a-day  :  fair  Miracle  I-novj. 
So  fat  fe  pope,  fat  was  fo  :  foru^  fe  Cardinales  rede 
For  honour  of  f  ulke  stude  :  and  seint  Mi^beles  holie  dede,  100 

And  also  for  fe  Miracle  :  [fat]  f oru)  seint  Michel  com, 
Mi^hcles-masse-day  he  hiet  halewi  :  f  oruj  al  cristin-dom. — 

Seint  Michel  In  nouembre  :  hath  jeot  an-of  ur  dai,  [foi.  im  b.] 

bi-fore  fe  feste  of  seint  Luc  :  as  ich  ou  telle  mai.  104 

f oru^  seint  Mi^heles  wille  :  ri^t  ase  f e  ofur  was. 
And  f oru3  is  heste  he  was  bi-founde  :  i-hereth  foruj  ^wat  cas. 
Hit  bi-feol  seue  hundred  jer  :  and  in  fe  teofe  3ere  ri3t 
After  fat  ore  swete  louerd  :  in  is  Moder  was  a-liJ3t,  108 
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FROM   which   the  SEA   WITHDRAWS   ON   ST.  MICHABL'S   DAT. 

]>at  to  ))e  bischope  Albert  :  seiut  Michel  cam  a-nijt 

Bi-side  ])e  Montaygne  of  Toumbe  :  ase  it  were  in  a  sij^t : 

Opon  fe  huUe  of  Toumbe  :  ane  churche  he  him  liete^  a-rere,       »  nbet 

Eijt  swuch  one  ase  ope  ])ulke  of  gargan  :  and  ))at  it  bi-tymo  were.  112 

))e  bischop  axede  in  ^wuche  stude  :  he  scholde  ])e  churche  make. 

''  I-chuUe  )>e,"  quath  seint  Michel  :  *'  guode  tokne  ])arof  take  : 

Ane  bole  ))oy  schalt  ])are  finde  :  )>at  )»eoues  habbet  ]>are  i-hud, 

Opon  fe  heije  huUe  of  toumbe  :  ^at  nis  nou^t  jeot  i-kud.  116 

faie  ase  )k)u  finst  ]>e  bole  I-hud  :  ^ov  schalt  mine  churche  a-rere." 

))e  bischop  ]»at  wel  onder-stod  :  and  bi-gan  is  churche  ^ere, 

And  ]>are  a-rerde  hire  faire  I-nov  :  to  ))e  helpe  of  mani  a  man. 

In  ))e  honour  of  seint  Mijhel  :  ase  hul^  of  gargan.         ^  T,]m\u      120 

Opon  hei^e  hulles  ^is  churchene  weren  :  bo^e  of  seint  Mi^hel^ 

heij  man  me  ))inchez  he  wolde  beo  :  for  he  louede  hulles  wel. 

he  dude  wel,  for  he  mi^te  beo  :  at  hom  opon  is  owe 

And  sittinde  a-boute  him  wide  i-seo  :  and  pe  contreie  bet  i-knowe,  124 

And  hom  a-jein  pQ  sonere  fleo  :  jwane  ))at  he  li^te  lowe ; 

he  ne  ))urte  cane  of  non  o))ur  weork  :  no))ur  to  ripe  ne  mowe. 

For  he  let  opon  ei])er  hulle  :  areren  a  chapel, 

Muche  folk  })at  jeot  on  eor))e  is  :  onder-stant  ))at  wel,  1 28 

And  jwane  buy  a-rereth  anie  churche  :  to  massi  Inne  o])ur  rede  godspel, 

Opon  an  hul  hi  custome  :  buy  makiez  of  seint  Michel, 

Ase  )»e  Mount  of  seint  Michel  :  and  ))e  Mount  a-gv  al-so, 

And  also  o))ere  in  fale  studes  :  ho-so  nimez  ^eme  ^ar-to.  132 

IN  ))e  grete  se  of  Occean  :  ]>e  hul  of  Toumbe  is, 
)>at  geth  a-bouten  al  )>e  world  :  In  pat  on  ende,  i-wis. 
Al-a-boute  ))e  hulle  geth  )>e  se.  :  and  In  pQ  feste-daie  euere-mo 
))e  se.  with-drauth^  hire  twies  aday  :  ))at  ech  man  may  druy3e  gon 
Forto  honouri  ])ulke  holie  stude —  :  and  in  non  o))ur  tyme  it  nis  137 
))at  ]>e  .se.  ne  geth  al-a-boute  :  bote  on  fe  feste-daie,  i-wis. 
U  So  bi-feol  In  one  time  :  ))at  ]»e  se  hire  with-drouj         i  ms.  hii«  w.  htn 
In  ))e  f este-dai^e  of  ))ulke  stude  :  and  folk  )»are  wende  In  I-novj  :  1 40 
So  ))at  a  womman  grete  with  childe  :  cam  In  at])en  ende. 
And  nas  noujt  so  swift  ase  o]>ere  weren  :  a-jeinward  forto  wende : 
fe  .se.  for-closede  hire  sone  :  and  heo  bi-lefte  with-  Inne ; 
heo  floterede  )»aTe  in  luyte  reste  :  and  in  wel  feble  wunne.  144 
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So  fat  heo  bi-lefte  fare  :  In  wonder  cas  I-nov^, 
For-to  it  was  on  of ur  jer  :  fat  f e  .se.  hire  with-droii^  ; 
And  hadde  child  fare  In  f e  .se.  :  and  at  f e  jerea  ende 
hoi  and  sound  with  hire  childe  :  fudere  heo  gan  i-wiende —  [foi.  iS4]  148 
I-saued  heo  was  in  f  e  deope  .se.  :  f  onij  f  e  grace  of  seint  Michel. 
For-sof e,  nis  nouf e  no  man  aliue  :  fat  hire  couf e  habbe  i-wust  so  wel, 
Ne  so  hire  i-fed  and  hire  child  :  fat  ne  costnede  nou^t  a  strav^  : 
For  fei  heo  hadde  fisch  and  dnnke  :  je  wuten  wel  it  was  ray^.      152 
And  so  to  floteri  in  fe  grete  .se !  :  wounder,  fat  heo  nadde  i-beo  ded. 
Seint  Michel  was  a  guod  wardein  :  jwane  we  habbeth  al  i-sed  ; 
Icholde  ech  man  me  hadde  ane  peny  i-jyue  :  fat  no  couf e  noujt  witen 

hire  so ! 
Atfe  feste-day  at  fe  hul  of  Toumbe  :  fis  dede  was  i-do. —  156 

f e  hul  of  Toumbe  he  is  i-cleoped  :  for  he  is  sumdeP  nare      >  ms.  londei 
And  long,  ase  Man  may  i-seo  :  ane  Mannes  burieles  fare 
fat  mannes  bodi  is  Inne  I-leid  :  jwane  buy  beoth  here  dede ; 
Also  filke  hul  is  long  :  and  nou^t  wel  large  In  brede.  160 

And  fat  is,  ase  fe  .se.  hath  i-bete  :  faste  on  eif ur  side 
And  hath  fat  sond  a-ierd  up  on  hei)  :  fat  men  mouwen  i-seo  wel  wide, 
And  f  ar-of  Imaket  ane  hul  :  nary  and  long  i-wis ; 
More  fane  four  hondret  fet  :  fe  hul  so  heij  is. —  164 

C  IV  J"  ^^  synguez  a-Mi^heles-masse-day  :  In  holie  churche  also 

jjfJL     Of  one  bataile  fat  seint  Michel  :  with  a  dragun  scholde  do  : 

fat  was  fe  lufere  lucifer  :  fo  he  was^  is  felawe  >  az.  )>atwa« 

And  sumdel  is  souerein  :  for-to  he  gan  mis-drawe,  168 

Ake  f 0  he  fat  Aungel  was  :  f oruj  is  wicke  pruyte 

Bi-cam  to  a  luf er  feond —  :  he  bi-jat  f are-with  luyte  1 

he  feol  out  of  is  hei^e  sege  :  fat  he  ches  a-mis. 

To  fe  deope  putte  of  helle  :  fare  is  wonijngue  is.  172 

fram  f e  hexte  stude  fat  is  :  with  one  swenge  he  cam 

To  f  e  loweste  stude,  i-wis —  :  ane  wonder  wei  he  nam ! 

Nov  sori  beo  he !  ^wat  was  him?  :  }wi  ferde  fe  schrewe  so  1 

he  pleyde  with  fe  fallingue  tourn  :  so  wel  he  coufe  bine  do,  176 

laumbe  leue  he  cam  swenge  :  Into  belle  grounde. 

A  muregore  In  he  hadde  bi-fore  :  fat  worse  fare  he  founde  1 

A  wonder  sweng,  me  f  inchez,  he  made  !  :  his  bi-jete  was  ful  luyte ; 
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SOne  80  man  was  i-wrou^t  :  sunne  he  bi-gan  to  do 
And  fur-gulte  pe  murie  loie  :  })at  he  was  i-maket  to :  216 

In  helle  he  was  with  lucifer  :  and  with  o])ure  lu])ero  fode, 

^For-to  ore  louerd  it  bou3te  :  In  fiesch  and  in  blode. 
]»e  lu])ere  gostes  beoth  a-boute  :  with  heoro  luj^ere  ponwer 
To  bi-traye  wrechche  men  :  and  bringue  into  heoie  paiinter ;         220 
And  ))e  guode  beoth  al-so  a-boute  :  with  power  )>at  heore  is 
For-to  witien  men  fram  sunne  :  ^at  buy  ne  wurchen  a-xnis. 
Bo])e  fe  ln])ere  and  pe  guode  :  a-li^teth  ofte  a-doun 
And  to  men  in  hore  slepe  comieth  :  ase  In  a  visioun,  224 

And  scheowieth  in  metingue  :  mani  a  wounder  dede, 
pQ  guode  of  guode  )»ingues  :  and  pe  Inhere  euere  of  quede, 
And  deriez  men  in  heore  slep  :  and  bodieth  seoruwe  and  care, 
And  ofte  buy  ouer-liggez  [men]  :  and^  men  cleopiet  ]»e  ni^t-mare —  228 
For  )>at  is  al  heore  deliijt :  3 wane  buy  mowen  don  men  wo.       >  ol  ]m 
Ase  ))eoues  buy  cheoseth  ^e  ni^t :  a-boute  to  fleo  and  go. 
Mest  buy  greuieth  selie  men  :  3 wane  buy  liggez  uprijt ; 
heuie  buy  liggez  on  beom  i-nov  :  nere  beom  erore  so  lijjt :  232 

buy  liggez  ase  an  heui  stok  :  )>at  wolde  ane  Man  a-stoffe, 
^at  he  ne  may  him  wawie  fot  ne  bond  :  ne  vnne])es  ani-)>ing  poffe. 
IT  Dafeheit  a  swuch  Infer  Caumberleyn  :  fat  a-wakez  men  so  sore, 
And  god  him  3iue  sorewe  I-nou^  :  and  euere  so  leng  fe  more,        236 
And  alle  fat  louiez  is  compaygnie !  :  for  he  nas  neuere  hende. 
Jif  ani  man  him  louez  wel  :  ore  louerd  hyne  him  sende. —         [foi.  iss] 
f  e  schrewene  wollez  also  ofte  :  mankun  to  bi-trai^e, 
A-li}te  a-doun  in  mannes  forme  :  bi  ni^te  and  bi  daye,  240 

^  And  liggez  ofte  bi  wommen  :  ase  buy  weren  of  fiesch  and  of  blode — 
Ake  f ulke  bi-jete  fat  buy  bi-3itez  :  neuere  ne  cometh  to  guode. 
And  ofte  in  fourme  of  womman  :  a-day  and  eke  a-ny^t 
buy  latez  men  ligge  heom  bi  :  and  bi-trayez  beom  ou^t-rijt —        244 
for  huy  wutez  wel  jwuche  beoz  f e  men  :  fat  to  folic  habbeth  wille  : 
Al-one  in  some  deerne  stude  :  huy  stondez  f  anne  wel  stillc, 
And  Mani  fol  heom  lijth  so  bi  :  In  wodes  and  in  mede. 
Ake  fare  nis  non  fat  deth  so  :  fat  huy  ne  acoriez  fe  dede  :  248 

heore  membres  to-swellez  sone  :  and  some  a-scapieth  onnef  e, 
And  some  for-dwynez  al  awei  :  for-to  huy  beon  i-brou3t  to  defe; 
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BOUND  THEM,   AND  THEN   THEY   GOT  SAVAQB  LIKE  A  TIED-UP  DOG. 

More  wonder  it  is,  foivsoj^e  :  hov  ani  a-scapiez  a-liue — 

foi  a  8wi])e  attri  ]ping  it  is  :  to  lefman  o]mr  to  wyue.  252 

And  of te  in  fonrme  of  wommane  :  In  many  derne  weye 

grete  compaygnie  mon  i-seoth  of  heom  :  bo})e  hoppie  and  pleije, 

^at  Eluene  beoth  i-cleopede  :  and  of  te  heo  comiez  to  toune, 

And  bi  daye  mnche  in  wodes  heo  beoth  :  and  bi  n^te  ope  hei^e  dounes. 

)>at  beoth  ])e  wiechche  gostes  :  ^at  out  of  heueno  weren  i-nome,     257 

And  manie  of  heom  ardomesday  :  3eot  schullen  to  reste  come. 

Ake  ))eo  schrewene  ]»at  beoth  in  toune  ^  :  bi  n^te  and  bi  da^^e 

fondieth  with  jwuche  feolonie  :  huy  mouwen  mest  men  bi-traie. —  260 

For  ])ulke  tyme  Jat  J>e  feond  :  ore  furste  fader  i-wan  >  in  t  ai.  om. 

^oruj  })at  appel  )>at  he  him  jaf  :  mayster  he  was  of  man ; 

he  hadde  faste  al  to  him  men  i-bounde  :  for-to  ore  louerd  us  bou^te : 

And  for  men  weren  so  alle  his  :  fe  lasse  of  heom  he  rou^te,  264 

I^e  no])ing  he  nas  ginful  :  ase  )>e  schrewene  nou])e  beoth — 

for  plente  nis  no  deinte  :  ase  we  al  day  i-seot. 

he  fierde  ase  doth  a  port-doggue  :  I-norischet  in  port-toun : 

for  he  geth  ofte  in  prece  of  Men  :  a-mong  heom  op  and  doun,       268 

Ke  jeme  ne  nimeth  he  to  men  :  to  beorken  on  heom  nou;t  ene, 

Ake  a-mong  men  he  goth  stille  I-novj  :  bote  ani  man  him  hene : 

Al-so  fierde  fe  deuel  ]»o  :  for  mankun  was  al  his,  i  at  htm 

And  hadde  of  him^  so  gret  plente  :  he  ne  tolde  nou^t  ))ar-of ,  iwis.  272 

he  nas  no-))ing  clib  to  heom  :  for-to  a-sailli  heom  with  wou^, 

Non  more  )>ane  fe  port-hound  :  ^at  neij  men  geth  I-nouj ;  i  at  dm 

Ne  he  nis^  nofiug  grim  to  bi-gyli  men  :  ase  he  was  bi-fore,^  soi.noojMU 

Er  )>ane'  ore  swete  louerd  :  of  Marie  was  i-bore.        * ai.m]>\f        276 

Hadde  he  i-beo  swuch  bi-fore  :  ase  he  was  er^  i-wis,  « a/.  ha>  •!]>)>• 

Oime))e  was  ^are  ani  Man  :  )>at  ne  hadde  i-beon  al  his. 

Ake  ore  louerd  after  is  deye  :  In  harde  logge  him  broujte 

And  teide  ptme  schrewe  faste  Inovj  :  and  da^eheit  )>at  hit  of-yon^ie ! 

A  teie  doggue  is  clib  I-nov  :  jwane  man  comez  In  is  si3te,  281 

And  grennoz  and  beorkez  faste  I-noy  :  and  draujth  with  al  is  mi^te ; 

Ake  )if  ani  man  cometh  so  nei^  :  )>at  he  sette  on  him  is  toth,  [foL  iss  b.] 

ioT-BopQ  he  bitez  sore  I-novj  :  ase  all[e]  swuche  doth ;  284 

he  is  clibbest  op-on  heom  :  ])at  arriet  him  with  ston : 

Ake  nei;  no  man  ne  may  he  come  :  bote  ^at  to  nei)  him  woUez  gon. 

X   3 
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Nou^e  late,  seth^e  he  was  iteid  :  ^e  deuel  farez  al-so  : 
^  he  heorkez  and  grennez  toward  Men  :  ake  he  ne  may  heom 

nOUjt  do  ;  ^  tt.  28»-290  al.  om.    288 

In  is  owene  wiath])e  he  brennez  :  him-sulf  he  doth  mest  wo, 

Ake  he  ne  mai  no  man  a-reche  :  bote  ho-so  wole  allingaes  to  him  go.^ 

And  3 wane  ani  Man  cometh  him  so  nei^  :  })at  he  mouwe  him  a-reche, 

Bite  he  wole  haide  I-novj  :  and  is  lessun  him  teche,  292 

]}at,  bote  he  tuyme  to  amendement  :  and  take  to  godes  leche 

And  of  preoste  beo  wel  i-schriue  :  him  worth  i-don  gret  wreche. 

If  Hardest  ]pe  deael  bitez  ]>e  men  :  jwane  ani  comez  him  to 

Of  heom  p&t  arreden  him  er  :  and  guodnesse  habbez  i-do—  296 

for  ^are-with  Men  him  ^trrieth  mest —  :  and  jwuch  so  him  wole  with* 

drawe 
And  comez  so  nei)  ))at  he  him  mouwe  a-reche  :  he  cachchez  him  wel 

fawe 
And  opon  is  pouwer  harde  bit —  :  his  bitingues  booth  wel  ille. 
he  ne  may  no  man,  ase  30  i-seoth  :  taken  a-3eiu  is  wille,  300 

Nonmore  ])ane  a  tei;  doggue  :  ^at  is  in  strongue  tei^e. 
And  jwane  he  ne  may  a-reche  Men  :  ful  wide  he  cast  is  ei^e 
3if  he  may  ani  man  i-seo  :  ^at  toward  him  wole  drawe ; 
he  bi-guyimez  a-non  for-to  toUi  him  :  ase  man  doth  his  felawe —  304 
for  3wane  a  man  ne  mai  :  his  felawe  bringue  him  nere, 
with  is  bond  he  tollez  him  :  ase  man  )>at  seith  "  Ich  am  here." 
IF  \>e  Deuel  tollez  with  is  bond  :  ase  wel  as  doth  a  man, 
And  fif  fingres  )>are-on  he  hath  :  })at  he  wel  bi-sette  can.  308 

£ch  of  is  fingres  hath  is  name  :  ase  we  cleopiez  ovre  al-so. 
])e  leste  hatte  ^*  luttle  man  "  :  for  he  is  lest  ])ere-to. 
})e  nexte  finguer  hatte  *4eche  "  :  for  3  wane  pe  leche  makez  ou^t, 
with  fat  finguer  he  wole  hit  tasti  :  jif  it  is  a-rijt  i-wrou^t.  312 

IT  "  Longueman  '*  hatte  fe  midleste  :  for  he  lenguest  is. 
fe  f eorf e  finguer  hatte  "  techere  "  :  for  J>ere-with  men  techez  i-wis, 
Ase  a  man  fat  seith  "  lo  he  fere  :  of  3  warn  we  speken  er  longue." 
for  mannes  f oumbe  strenguest  is  :  fare-fore  he  hatte  "  f e  strongue." 
fanne  hatte  fe  leste  luttle  man  :  and  fe  nexte  hatte  leche,  317 

And  sethf 0  fat  of ur  longueman  :  f e  techare  for  he  doth  [teche], 
Strongue  is  f  e  f  oumbe  I-cleoped  :  f  ou  wost  wel  3wy  it  is  : 
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))eo8  fif  fingres  ^e  deuel  bath  :  and  heore  names,  i-wis.  320 

))are-with  he  tollez  men  to  him  :  ^wanne  men  stondez  feor  a-to 
And  with  fol  })0U3t  toward  him  lokiez  :  and  nutez  jwat  he  woUez  do, 
And  heore  Inwit  heom  seith  :  ])at  8wy))e  gret  sunne  it  were, 
And  grete  wille  huy  habbez  ])er-to  :  jif  huy  dorsten  for  fere.  324 

IT  )>e  deuel  stant  and  wolde  fain  :  henten  heom  bi  ye  polle  : 
with  "  luttle  man,"  is  leste  finguer  :  he  bi-guynneth  heom  furst  to  tolle 
And  seith,  ''  3 ware-of  art  ))ou  of-drad ) :  a  luyte  sunne  it  is  " — 
he  makez  )>e  sunne  luyte  Inov}  :  for  ^e  finguer  is  luyte,  i-wis. ^      328 
3 if  he  ne  may  with  is  luytel  finguer  :  ane  man  to  sunne  teche, 
with  is  felawe  he  toUeth  next  :  ]>at  men  deopieth  *'  leche,"      C^  foi.  iJW] 
And  seit,  '^  ^e,  god  is  leche  guod  :  and  f ul  of  milce  and  ore, 
he  wole  wel  hele  and  fur-jiue  :  )>ei  ^e  sunne  were  wel  more  ;         332 
he  nis  noujt  so  wrechf ul  ase  men  weneth  :  he  hath  ^e  deore  arbon^t ; 
wel  more  sunne  he  wole  fur-jyuen  :  )>are-fore  ne  dred  pe  noujt." 
And  bote  he  mouwe  ]»are-with  i-winne  :  he  pult  forth  is  felawe, 
^e  ''longue  finguer,"  ))at  sit  him  next —  :  ^at  alle  weren  buy  to- 
drawe  ! —  336 

And  seith,  '^  man,  )>oy  art  }ung  I-nov  :  ])ou  mi^t  libben  ^eot  wel  longue 
And  )>ine  sunnes  bieten  wel  :  ]>ei  buy  weren  ten  so  strongue. 
Scholdestov  nou]>e  )>ine  wille  lete  :  jwat  scholde  )>i  ^ungne  blod  1 
^ou  mi^t  libbe  longue  I-nov)  :  and  a-mendi  al  ]>i  mod."  340 

Bote  he  ^  mouwe  jeot  makie  man  :  ])are-with  don  a-mis,  ^ms.  y 

he  tollez  him  with  )>e  ''  techare  "  :  ))at  is  nexte  felawe  is, 
And  seith,  *'  lo  ^ere  ))ilke  preost :  and  ))ilke  kny^t  al-so 
And  )>ilke  person,  and  manie  o]»UTe  :  ^at  more  sunne  habbez  i-do,  344 
And  natheles  buy  beoth  guode  men  :  and  guod  lijf  ledez  i-uou^. 
)>ilke  man  nas  neuere  I-bore  :  ]>at  oj^ur-jwile  ne  dude  sum  wou). 
Seint  powel  with  is  owene  bond  :  Manie  men  be  slov), 
And  )>e  Marie  Maudeleine  :  )»at^  to  lecherie  drov),         i«i.oin.       348 
Seint  peter  frios  in  one  n^'jt  :  for-sok  ore  louerd  al-so ; 
And  al-so  loke  ^is  o)>ur  helewe  :  jwat  sunne  buy  habbez  i-do  : 
Ake  pel  buy  beoth  In  beouene  nou])e  :  ne  worst  ])ou  neuere  so  bei^e. 
More  sunne  ))ane  ^ou  wolt  do  :  ^y  mi^t  biete,  are  ]>ou  dei3e  :       352 
)>ou  woldest  beo  holiore  )>ane  ani  man.  :  bi-holt  pe  al-a-boute  : 
A  misdede  wole  beo  sone  ibet.  :  }ware-of  hast  )»ou  doutel" 
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3if  he  ne  may  with  is  techare  :  maken  is  wei  roume, 

with  is  "  strongue  "  he  toUez  ])aime  :  with  b  schrewe  ])oumey         356 

And  eeith,  "fov  art  strong  i-nov  :  more  sunne  to  biete;     »ai.iTT  mora. 

woldest  ])ou  bi-lene  so  murie  ying  1  :  ])ench  ])at  it  is  swete,^ 

And  biet  ])ine  sunnes  af tur-ward  :  for  ])e  ne  faillez  stren])e  non ; 

And  wel  fieblore  ])ane  ])ou  art :  ofte  woUeth  mis-don  360 

And  seth])e  doth  heore  penaunce  :  ake  natheles  noujt  wel  strongue, 

For  ore  lonerd  is  enere  ^are  :  sonful  Man  to  fongue." 

In  ])is  manere  ])e  lu])ere  schrewe  :  ^wane  he  ynder-^it  oujt 

])at  men  lokiez  tonward  him  :  and  sumdel  chaungiez  heore  J^ou^t,  364 

he  tollez  heom  euere  ner  and  ner  :  with  is  fingres  a-rewe. 

Kou])e  lu])er  ])rif t  on  al  is  bond  :  for  enere  he  was  a  schrewe !       366 

Da]7eit  Jat  sori  wolde  beo  :  Jei  he  were  al-to-hewe  1 

For  he  bringuez  to  sunne  mani  on  :  and  to  amendement  wel  fewe. 

]?are-fore  ])enchez,  ^wane  he  wole  :  eou  to  sunne  puyte 

And  with  is  fingres  tollez  eov  :  and  seiz  ^e  sunne  is  luyte  370 

And  ]7at  ore  louerd  is  guod  leche  and  mUsful :  and  ])at  ]>ou  schalt  libbe 

longue 
And  ])at  o])ure  sunegiez  more  :  ]>at  ne  beoth  noujt  so  strongue :     372 
A-non  so  'je  ))enchez  swuch  a  j^ou^t  :  bi-))enchez  oy  )>er-to        cfi>i*iMb.] 
hou  fe  schrewe  tollez  eov  :  and  with  wuch  finguer  al-so  : 
Seggez  him  fat  he  ly^th  loude  :  ho-so  it  dorste  him  telle, 
Saue  ))at  ho  is  maister  :  in  fe  deope  putte  of  belle ;  376 

]?at  god  holde  him  is  dignete  :  and  is  grete  malstrie 
For-to  sum  riche  man  ^iue  al  is  guod  :  to  bi-nimen  him  is  baylie. 
For-sofe,  he  deoth  vuele  I-nouvj  :  ))at  comez  in  his  tollingue  :       379 
He  wole  him  bringue  euere  ner  ant  ner  :  In  deoppore  suneguyngue, 
Atenende  In-to  Je  putte  of  belle  :  ))are  euere  he  worth  fur-lore, 
fat  onnefe  him  worth  f e  grace  :  to  with-drawen  him  bi-fore. — 
f ei  we  ne  mouwen  nou^t  fe  feondes  i-seo  :  a-mong  us  buy  beoth  wel 

ficke ; 
And  fei  buy  ovte  of  belle  beon  :  heore  pinene  beoth  strongue  and 

wicke.  384 

For  buy  farez  ase  doth  fe  man  :  fat  in  ane  hache^  of  f e  feueres  is : 
Eeo  he  in  house  ofur  in  fielde  :  is  brenningue  i-last,  i-wis ;       laL^am 
Feor  and  neor  he  may  go  :  ake  euere  i-last  is  pine. 
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Hit  is  bi  ]7o  Deouele  here  :  al-so  and  bi  is  hyne :  388 

For  ])ei  buy  ovte  of  belle  beon  :  buy  ne  scbullen  nouji  so  at-route 

fat  buy  ))e  brenningue  of  belle  :  witb  beom  ne  beretb  a-boute. — 

y%E  ri3te  put  of  belle  is  :  a-midde  ))e  eor]7e  witb-Inne,  46 

^     ]>at  ore  louerd  it  made  i-wis  :  ))at  quoynte  was  of  ginne.        392 

beouene  and  eor]>e  be  made  furst  :  and  seotbe  alle  ))ing  ])at  is. 

))e  Eor))e  nis  bote  a  luytel  burst :  a-^ein  ))e  ri3te  beouene,  i-wis. 

Heouene  getb  al-a-boute  ))e  eorje  :  euene  it  mot  wey^e ; 

A-midde  ri3t  beouene  ))e  eor]7e  is  :  ase  ]>e  streon  a-midde  ]>e  Ey^e.  396 

Mucbe  is  ))at  on  ])anne  more  ])ane  ]>at  o))ur  :  for  ]>e  leste  steorre  is 

In  beouene,  ase  ]>e  bok  us  tellez  :  [more]  ))ane  al  ])e  eor])e,  i-wis. 

For  ho-so  were  an  bei)  bi  ane  steorre  :  ^if  it  so  mi3te  beo, 

So  luyte  wolde  ])e  eor]>e  ]>incbe  :  ]>at  vime])e  be  scbolde  it  oujt  i-sea 

])e  beouene  getb  ene  a-boute  :  ]>oru3  daije  and  ])oru3  nyjt ;  401 

])e  Mone  and  ]>e  steorrene  witb  bim  beo  bertb  :  and  ])e  sonne  ]>at  is 

so  brijt : 
For  ]>at  is  euene  arboue  ]>in  beued  :  rijt  at))e  nones  stounde, 
Ounder  ])ine  fet  euene  it  is  :  at  midnijt  onder  ])e  grounde,  404 

And  cometb  up  3  wane  ])e  sonne  a-rist  :  and  [o]uer  ])e  is  at  none ; 
beo  makez  euene  ))us  bire  cours  :  and  comez  a-boute  wel  sone. 
Ase  an  Appel  ))e  eor])e  is  round  :  so  ])at  euere-mo 
balf  ))e  eor]7e  ]>e  sonne  bi-scbinetb  :  bov-so  it  euere  go,  408 

And  Noon  it  is  bi-netben  us  :  3wane  it  is  here  inid-ni3t ; 
Ase  man  may  ])e  so]>e  i-seo  :  bo-so  bauez  guod  In-sijt : 
Ase  3if  ))ov  beolde  ane  clere  candele  :  bi-side  an  Appel  rijt, 
Euene  balf  ))e  Appel  :  beo  wolde  3iuen  bire  liJ3t.  412 

El3te  firmamenz  ])are  beotb  :  swucbe  ase  we  i-seotb.  flrmanaMuu 

]>e  Ouemeste  is  ]>e  ri3tte  beouene  :  in  3wan  ))e  steorrene  beotb — 
for  godes  ricbe  is  ]>are  arboue  :  ]>at  last  witb-outen  ende ; 
farto  we  beotb  i-maked —  :  god  leue  us  ))udere  i-wende.  416 

IT  ))are-bi-neo))e  beotb  seoue  firmamenz  :  ]>at  euerecb  of  beom,  i-wis, 
One  steorre  batb  witb-oute  mo  :  ]>at  planete  i-cleoped  is.  [foL  1S7]  piaueto.^ 

Icbulle  nemmen  beore  seoue  names  :  and  f  ormest  bi-guynne  bext : 
Satumus  is  al  arboue  :  and  lupiter  8etb])e  next,  420 

))anne  Mars  bi-neo])en  bim  :  and  setb])e  )>e  sonne  is, 
Venus  8etb])e,  ^  clere  steorre  :  Mercurius  Jwrnne,  i-wis. 
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THE   FLANBT8.      THE  MOON'S  FHASES. 

))at  wel  selden  is  of  us  i-sei^e  :  ]7e  Mone  is  next  ]>e  grouDde. 

))oru3  gret  wit  of  clorgie  :  heore  names  weren  furst  bi-foonde :       424 

for  euerech  of  ])eo8  seouene  monwen  :  gret  wonder  on  eor))e  do, 

bo))e  of  wederes  and  of  fruyt :  ase  heore  power  ^if  ))are-to.  >  r.  men)>atbeoUi 

And  al-eo  man,^  3 wane  he  is  i-bore  :  onder  heore  power,  i-wis, 

Schullen  habbe  diners  lijf  :  euere  ase  heore  vertae  is  :  428 

Some  lechours,  some  glotones  :  and  some  of  o]>ar  manere. 

And  natheles  a  man  of  guod  Inwit  :  of  alle  he  may  him  skere  : 

for  ))e  planetes  ne  doth  non  o))ar  :  bote  jinez  in  mannes  wille, 

To  beon  lu])ur  o))ur  guod  :  ase  heore  uertue  wole  to  tiUe,  432 

And  ^iuen^him  al-so  qualite  :  to  don  so  and  so ;  1  r.  ^i.iei 

Ake  nou3t-for-])an  after  b  inwit  :  ech  wys  man  may  do : 

for  swuch  qualite  no  man  ne  hath  :  to  beon  lechor  o))ur  schrewe, 

])at  he  ))are-with  ne  may  him  wite —  :  ake  natheles  so  doth  fewe.  436 

Of  ))e  seoue  planetes  al-so  guod  :  heore  power  ^e  i-seoth, 
for  fe  seoue  Dawes  in  fe  wyke  :  fare-aftur  I-nemde  beoth  : 
Of  Satumus  so  is  satur-day  :  and  sonen-day  of  ))e  sonne, 
And  of  ))e  Mone  Monen-day  :  ^if  je  wel  likeni  konne ;  440 

Of  one  planete  euerech  day  :  In  ]>e  wike  i-cleoped  is, 
On  engli^h  o))ur  latyn  :  bote  ^e  telle  Srmis. 
And  for  mars  and  satumus  :  In  heore  power  lu^re  beoth 
And  luyte  guod  on  eor))e  doth  :  ase  yia  clerkes  i-seoth,  444 

))are-fore  Men  schoniez  muche  :  ))ene  satur-day  bi-guynne, 
And  fene  ty  wesday,  euerech  [were]  ^  :  to  guode  ende  it  for  to  wy  nne. 
Among  alle  fe  planetes  :  ))e  sonne  a-midde  heom  is  ^  om. 

Ase  is  ])e  kyng  a-Midde  is  men  :  to  conseili  heom  i-wis :  448 

Al-so  ])e  Sonne,  ])at  heo  mouwe  :  schyne  a-boute  eche-on  : 
for  alle  habbez  lijjt  of  hire  :  and  with-oute  hire  nou)t  on. 
Ase  man  may  hi  ))e  Mone  i-seo  :  ))e  ^wyle  heo  is  neowe  ri^t : 
A  luyte  rondel  ase  a  sikel  :  Men  seoth  ))ar-on  li^t,  452 

And  al  ])at  o])ur  del  with-Inne  :  swi])e  blak  as  a  rauon^  it  is. 
Eijt  so  blac  is  al  ))e  mone  :  of  hire-sulf,  i-wis,  iMar.ontiMBuurgto. 

Bote  ))are  ase  ))e  sonne  scbyncz  :  ))at  hire  li^t  ^if  hire  al 
And  Makez  hire  schyne  a-boute  :  bri^tore  ))ane  ani  cristal.  456 

for  3wanne  f e  sonne  schynez  on  cristal  :  ofur  in  watere  cler, 
A  gret  leome  it  jif  out  a-jein  :  and  schynez  feor  and  ner : 
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APART  FROM   ONE  ANOTHER. 

Al-80  faretb  ])e  Mone,  i-wis  :  ))e  sonne  schynez  doun  ri^t 

Euene  on  hire  and  heo  a^ein  :  and  a-mong  us  sent  hire  li3t.  460 

And  for  fe  sonne  is  feor  arboue  :  r^t  at-fore  ))e  prime, 

bi-neo])en  hire  ))e  Mone  is  euene  :  and  fe  sonne  scb3rne[z]  bi-tyme 

Al  In  fe  ouere  side  of  fe  Mone  :  and  hider-ward  nowijt :       [foi.  i87  b.j 

]7anne  ne  seo  we  noujt  of  hire  :  ne  heo  ne  ^ifth  no  li^t.  4G4 

So  fat  f e  sonn^  bi-fore  geth  :  luyte  and  luyte,  i-wis, 

And  schyneth  on  ])e  hiderore  half  :  on  ))ulke  ])at  ner  him  is : 

Heo  makez  fe  Mone  wexe  so  :  luyte  and  luyte  hi  stounde. 

So  ))at  ])e  Mone  is  hei^ful  :  ^wane  ))e  sonne  geth  to  grounde.  468 

fe  Mone  bi-gynnez  bi  este  a-rise  :  euene  a-jen  hire  ri^t^iri^tonUMnuivin. 

])at  in  ))ulke  half  to-ward  us  :  fe  sonne  sent  hire  l\J3t : 

])anne  is  pe  ouere  ha]f  deork  :  and  fe  hiderore  half  al  bri^t 

And  sent  hire  leome  hidere  to  us  :  and  schinez  al  ))e  ni^t.  472 

So  ))at  heo  drauth  hire^  feor  ])e  sonne  :  and  luyte  and  luyte  is  blak,^ 

And  euere  is  cler  toward  ye  sonne  :  and  pai  o))ur  del  is  blak ; 

And  ate  laste  toward  us  is  al  blac  :  atfe  monfes  ende       \  S/.^uT^"' 

And  cler  a-boue  ase  is  pe  sonne  :  y&t  to  hire  li^t  deth  sende.  476 

So  pat  pe  sonne  in  ])e  haluendele  :  schinez  euere-mo, 

3wat  a-boue  and  jwat  bi-neofe  :  hov-so  hit  euere  go — 

Ase  man  may  i-seo  bi  ane  candele  :  ])at  is  bi-side  ane  balle, 

fat  ^ifth  li)t  on  fat  haluendel :  hov-so  it  euere  falle.  480 

And  3wane  fe  sonne  is  onder  f e  eorfe  :  and  f e  Mone  a-boue  a-ny^t, 

bi-side  fe  eorfe  in  fat  on  half  :  ^eot  fe  sonne  sent  hire  li^t. — 

f  An  hundret  sif  e  and  fine  and  sixti  :  ase  it  is  i-write, 

f e  Sonne  is  more  fane  f e  eorf e  :  ho-so  it  wole  i-wite ;  484 

And  f e  eorf e  is  more  fane  f e  Mone  :  nye  sif e,  i-wis. 

f e  Mone  f  inchez  wel  f  e  more  :  for  heo  so  nei)  us  is. 

fe  sonne  is  herre  fane  fe  Mone  :  More  fane  schwche  f reo 

fane  it  beo  heonnes  to  f e  Mone —  :  f e  lasse  heo  is  to  seo.  488 

Muche  is  bi-twene  heouene  and  eorf e  :  for  f e  man  fat  mijte  go 
euereche  daye  fourty  mile  :  and  ^eot  sumdel  mo, 
He  ne  scholde  nou^t  to  fe  hexte  heouene  :  fat  je  alday  i-seoth, 
eomen  in  ei^te  f ousende  ^er  :  fere  ase  f e  steorrene  booth ;  492 

And  fei  adam,  ore  furste  fader  :  hadde  bi-gonne  a-non 
f 0  fat  he  was  furst  i-mad  :  and  toward  f e  heouene  i-gon 
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And  hadde  echo  doie  fourti  mile  :  enene  opri^t  i-go,  495 

he  ne  hadde  nou^t  ^eot  to  heuene  i-come  :  bi  a  ))ousende  mile  and  mo. 
Sikere  je  beonisegge  jeov  soth  :  I-leue  ho-so  i-leue —  ^  MS.of  fleoht  of  flescha 
hoy  schuUe  we  ]>at  comiez  so  late  :  after  Adam  and  eue  1 
Ake  3wane  a  man  is  on  eor))e  ded  :  and  is  soule  beo  guod, 
^heo  nath  with  hire  non  heuinesse  :  of  flesche^  ne  of  blod :  500 

Jif  heo  is  ])anne  with-oute  sunne  :  heo  hath  Aungles  cttynde 
And  mai  beo  nonj^e  here  and  ]>er :  ase  quik  ase  mannes  muynde. 
for  ase  30  I-seoth  ]>e  li^tingue  :  out  of  fe  cloudene  i-wende  503 

]>at  comieth  of  ])at  on  half  of  fe  world  :  and  al-so  sone  in  ]>e  o]mr  ende, 
wel  smart-loker  scheot  ane  mannes  soule  :  ^e  more  ]>ane  swuche  seuene, 
3if  heo  is  oute  of  sunne  :  ))ene  ri^te  wel  into  heouene. 
Ake  wel  sonere  he  may  to  helle  come —  :  ))are-fore  it  is  i-sene 
])at  wel  mo  to  helle  wendez  :  je  ich  drede  swuche  tene.  508 

Ekmento.  T3I'-noo])e  ])e  loweste  heuene  :  ))at  ])e  mone  is  on  i-broujt,       [foi.  issj 
1  9     so  beoth  fe  foure  Elemenz  :  of  ^wan  we  beoth  i-wrou^t. 
Next  fe  Mone  ))at  fuyr  is  hext —  :  ech-one  huy  beoth  rounde — 
]>e  eir  is  ))anne  next  bi-neothe  :  and  tillez  ri^t  to  ])e  grounde,         512 
Seth]>e  is  watur,  and  seth])e  ]>e  eorj^e —  :  )>eos  beoth  foure,  i-wis ; 
of  3 wan  man  and  eche  quic  ]>ing  :  for-so]>e  I-maked  is. 
Ore  louerd  in  ech-on  of  ])is  foure  :  al  dai  scheweth  is  mi3te9 
Ase  ^e  mo  we  in  fe  stude  of  fuyre  :  I-seo  a  wonder  8i3te,  516 

Scbeote  as  ])ei  it  a  steorre  were  :  bi  ))e  lofte  an  hei^, 
Ake  ])c  steorrene  beoth  feorre  a-boue  :  for  ))at  is  sumdel  neij. 
))e  Sonne  may  here  a-mong  us  :  gret  8trenc))e  and  mi3te  do  : 
heo  drauth  up  fe  kuynde  of  fe  watere  :  and  of  J>e  eorfe  al-so,        520 
he  drau3th  up  of  ^  fe  eor])e  in  druye  wedere  :  ase  it  were  a  druye  breth. 
So  fat  foru3  hete  of  J>e  sonne  :  a-boue^  J)e  eir  it  geth,  J  jJi'.aEoate 

And  3 wane  it  comez  a-mong  J>e  fuyre  :  sone  it  bi-gynnez  forto  tiende 
And  al  berninde  it  scheot  forth  :  pat  hit  beo  i-bar[n]d  to  ende.      524 
fare-fore  men  ne  i-seoth  no  swuch  J>ing  :  bote  it  beo  in  hete. 

Fxiigur,     U  Li3tingue  comez  al-so  pare-of  :  3waDe  it  comez  to  wete : 
for  al  pat  like  druye  breth  :  pat  is  so  i-drawe  an  hei3 
poru3  hete  pat  was  bi-fore  :  and  a  cloude  pat*  pare  was^  nei3,        528 
A-non  80  it  is  a-fuyre  :  it  scheot  poru3  pe  cloude,  »a/.oin.     «a/.ii 

And  pe  3wile  it  is  in  pe  watere  :  it  gopeleth  swype  loude. 
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A 86  3if  a  man  nome  ane  sclabbe  of  Ire  :  ])at  glowynde  weie  a-f nyre 
And  pnlte  in  wateie^  it  wolde  goj^eli  loude  :  ])at  men  mitten  ToDitratui. 
it  feor  i-huyre.  532 

Al-80  ])at  f uyr  up  an  heij  :  ))at  bi  fe  cloude  is  i-tend ; 
hit  go))elez  in  fe  watere  loude    :  as  it  j^om^-out  I-went — 
And  ])at  is  ])e  ]>ondre,  i-wis  :  and  siker  non  o])ur  ymg ; 
And  3wane  fai  fuyr  scbeot  J^oruj-out :  ))at  is  fe  lifting,  536 

And  fat  scbeot  a-brod  Joru  al  ))e  world —  :  fat  comez  aftur  fe  dunte ; 
And  natbeles  it  fincbez  bi-fore  :  for  it  ne  may  nou^were  at-stunte. 
Jif  bere  were  an  beij  stepol :  and  a  man  a-boue  sete  539 

And  men  i-seijen  bim  smiten  al  an  beij  :  guode  duntes  and  grete, 
fou  mi^test  bim  seo  wel  longue  smite  :  fe  duntes  witb  fine  ei^e 
Are  f  ov  scboldest  f  ene  dunt  i-beore  :  ^if  be  were  ou^t  bei^e — 
for  man  mai  i-seo  wel  feor  a  f  ing  :  a-non  so  it  is  ido,  543 

Jil  fare  nis  no-fing  bi-tweone  :  ake  man  ne  may  nou^t  i-beore  so. 
3  wane  fat  fuyr  comez  into  fe  3 water  :  gret  noyse  a-non  fare  iS| 
Ake  men  ne  beorez  it  nou^t  a-non  :  for  it  is  so  feor,  i-wis ;  546 

IT  f  e  lijtingue  we  i-seotb  a-non  :  ^wane  it  is  f  oruj  i-broujt — 
fare-fore  men  f incbez  it  comez  bi-fore  :  bote  natbeles  it  ne  dotb  nou^t : 
for  3wane  fe  li^tingue  is  i-come  :  A-non  we  babbez  f e  si^te, 
Ake  fet  sovn  ne  may  noujt  :  so  sone  a-doun  to  us  a-lijte.-^ 
Novf  e  nis  f  e  druy^e  bretb  of  eorf  e  :  neuere  witb-oute  bete 
Idrawe  up,  fat  comez  bi-fore  :  ne  a-queint  witb-oute  wete :  552 

fare-fore  bote  after  bete  :  man  ne  scbal  no  f ondre  i-seo, 
And  fat  f e  weder  smite  in  wete  :  for  non-of ur  ne  mai  it  beo. 
So  fat  man  scbal  in  puyr  somer  :  selde  f ondro  i-buyre :  [foL  iss  b.] 

For  fer  is  f anne  selde  wete  :  to  maken  quencbingue  of  fuyre ;      556 
Ne  in  puyr  winter  no-f e-mo  :  for  fanne  nis  non  bete 
To  drawe  up  f e  droujf e  of  f e  eorf e  :  for  f e  mucbele  wete. 
fare-fore  Men  seggez  fat  wynter-f ondre  :  selde  man  scbal  guod  i-seo, 
For  be  ne  may  neuere  come  :  bote  fat  weder  onkuynde  beo.  560 

Ake  bi-tweone  somer  and  wynter  :  ase  in  Auoril  and  may. 
And  eft-sone  fram  beruest  :  forto  seint  Clementes  day, 
fanne  is  f e  f ondre  kuynde  Inov  :  and  li^tingue  al-so : 
For  fanne  is  fat  weder  wet  :  and  ofte  bot  f ar-to. —  564 

Je  mouwenaxi,  jwane  it^  fundre  is  :  I-meingt  of  fuyr  in  wete,  ia/.om. 
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hoy  is  |}at  hit  a-quellez  men  :  ofte  bi  weye  and  strete, 

And  smit  a-doon  wel  grete  treon  :  and  deth  wel  mani  a  wonder  1 

]>eu:e-fore  ich  mot  eov  more  telle  :  of  kuynde  of  fe  ]7onder.  568 

I^O  ore  louerd  ])olede  on  eovpe  deth  :  and  bond  ])ene  deuel  for  man 

-■       A[n]d  debruysde  helle-jates  :  with  ])ondre  J^udere  he  cam. 

fare-fore  euerefb  Aftur-ward  :  j ware-so  J)e  deouelene  beo,  571 

Of  pondre  huy  beoth  so  sore  a-ferd  :  ))at  buy  nutez  ^wodere  to  fleo ; 

And  buy  ))at  woniez  in  pe  lufte  :  and  o))ure  ase  wel  so  heo, 

In  strongue  fere  comieth  a-doun  :  and  nutez  ^wodere  teo. 

And  buy  slez  men  bi  ))e  weie  :  ase  man  may  ofte  I-seo — 

fat  muche  fere  god  beom  jyue  :  and  no-pe  worse  us  ne  beo !  576 

In  o])ur  manere  ))are  comez  ^eot  harm  :  of  pe  ])ondre  a-mong : 

For  pare  ase  pat  weder  is  :  pe  tempeste  is  ful  strong, 

Of  wynd, .  of  watur, .  and  of  fuyr  :  pat  pei  pare  were^  pere    >Ms.weren 

A  Mulleston,  he  scholde  al-to-driue  :  pei  he  of  molten  bras  were.  580 

3wane  pe  tempeste  is  pare  so  strong  :  me  pinchez,  it  nis  no  wonder 

pei  pare  come  leome  ofte  a-doun  :  with  pe  dunte  of  pe  ponder ; 

3 wane  pe  wynd  and  pat  fuyr  smiteth  :  poru^  pe  watur-cloude,        583 

with  swype  grete  strencpe  it  li^t  a-doun  :  ase  man  mai  i-huyre  loude, 

And  smit  ase  it  were  a  dunt :  opur  blast  of  grete  mi^te — 

No  wonder  pei  it  smite  harde  :  ^wane  it  so  deth  a-li^te — 

And  brekez  treon  and  quellez  men  :  and  deth  gret  opur  wonder. 

In  pis  manere  comez  pe  harm  :  pat  men  i-seoth  of  pe  ponder.         588 

Men  I-sooth  ofte  li3tingue  :  brenne  hous  and  schrenche, 

pat  vnnepe  mai  ani  watur  :  pat  fuyr  parof  a-queenche  ; — 

For  of  pe  watur-cloude  a-boue  :  pat  fuyr  is  out  i-broujt  591 

And  for  it  out  of  pe  watere  comez  :  pat  fuyr  nele  quenche  nou3t. — 

Noupe  mouwe  ^e  Axi  in  ^wuche  manere  :  j water  comez  so  hei^e. 

And  ^warof  comez  rein  and  snov^  :  pat  ^e  i-seoth  with  ei^a 

IT  pe  Sonne,  pat  is  al  maister  here  :  sent  a-doun  hire  hete 

And  makez  pe  wateres  brepi  up-ri^t  :  as  pei  buy  scholden  swete,    596 

Bope  pe  .sees,  an  ferchse  wateres  :  and  drau^th  op  so  pane  breth, 

So  pat  a-boue  in  pe  lufte  :  pilke  mist  euene  geth. 

Novpe  is  pare  uppe  in  pe  lufte  :  a  swype  cold  stude,  i-wis, 

For  bi-tweone  heoue  and  eorpe  :  so  cold  non  pare  nis,        [foi.  is9j    600 

pare  ase  pe  blake  cloudene  beoth  :  and  opur  wederes  al-so — 
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hit  nis  up-ri^t  fram  fe  eor])e  :  bote  Ane  mile  o))ur  two. 

3wane  fe  sonne  hath  ))udere  i-drawe  :  fene  mist  for  hete,  Piunu. 

It  ne  may  no  feor  for  pe  colde  :  ake  bi-KSometh  al  to  wete,^  604 

And  gaderez  J^are  to  one  watur^loude  :  and  houeth  ])are  ane  stoundo, 

For-to  ))e  tyme  come  ))at  it  Eyne  :  and  dioppinde  falle  to  grounde. 

Jif  it  is  cold  up  an  hei^  :  fe  dropen  bi-cometh  to  snowe,  607  nix. 

And  ]>anne^  buy  freosez  adoneward  :  are  hay  comen  here  ou^t  lowe  ; 

And  ^if  it  is  Jwroj-out  cold  :  fat  buy  alle*  i-frozen  beo,  J  Jj;^*  crando. 

j)anne  it  is  haul  puyr  :  ase  30  mouwen  al  day  i-seo. 

IT  l^e  breth  of  fe  watere  ]>at  ))e  sonne  :  draojth  op  arjein  eue, 

)wane  ])e  sonne  is  to  grounde  i-go  :  it  ne  may  nou^t  bi-leue,  612 

And  3  wane  no-))ing  ne  halt  it  up  :  and  fe  hete  is  al  i-do, 

})anne  it  fallez  softe  adoun  :  and  to  dewe  bi-Ksomez  rijt  so,  ^^^ 

And  hangueth  on  leues  and  on  gras  :  for-to  )>e  hete  armorewe  come 

And  ]>e  sonne  luyte  and  luyte  :  it  habbe  eft-sone  up  i-nome.  610 

IT  ))e  hore-forst  cometh  3 wane  it  is  so  cold  :  ^t  it  freoseth  a-ny3t. 

And  ])e  Dev  freose  a-doneward  :  ^wane  he  is  a-doun  a-li^t. 

IT  3if  ]>e  Dev)  is  al-so  up  i-drawe  :  and  a-doneward  i-falle  al-so 

And  ))are  come  a  picke  myst  :  and  a  cold  forst  ))er-to,  620 

])anne  freost  pe  picke  Myst :  and  cleouez  an  hei^  on  pe  treo : 

And  parof  comez  ])e  Hym-forst  :  ase  ])ilke  Mist  deth  fleo ;  prnjma. 

he  cleouez  on  hegges  al  a-bovte  :  and  In  pe  wodes  al-so. 

On  treo,  on  stones,  on  bestes  al-so  :  J^are  it  may  cleouien  to^       624 

I-chot  wel,  on  mi  fore-top  :  it  hauez  wel  ofte  i-do — .    >  ms.  manert  manen 

In  fis  manere^  ^e  mo  wen  i-seo  :  J)e  kuynde  of  reyne  and  snowe. 

Of  hawel .,  of  snov^^ .,  of  Rym-forst  :  of  hore-forst  fat  freost  lowe, 

Of  cloudene  and  of  Mist  al-so—  :  for  al  0  fing  it  is  :        >  r.dev      628 

For  alle  buy  comiez  of  water-breth  :  fat  fe  sonne  drau^th  up,  i-wis. — 

NOvf e  is  watur  here  on  eorfe  :  wel  more  fane  fe  londe : 
For  sum  o  see,  with-oute  mo  :  is  more,  ich  ondei>stonde. 
For  f  e  gret .  se .  of  occean  :  In  f  e  on  ende,  i-wis,  632 

Is  more  fane  al  fe  eorf e  beo  :  and  gret  wonder  it  is.^  >  r.  nia 

For  a-boute  al  f e  eorf e  beo  geth  :  and  brod  beo  is  fare-to, 
Ase  f  e  jwyte  of  fe  Eye  goth  arboute  f e  jeolke  :  and  more  is  al-so. 
£ch  of  ur  .  se .  a-mong  us  here  :  ne  beo  beo  so  gret  non,  636 

Nis  bote  a  lime  of  f  ulke  se  :  and  f  udere  In  buy  goth  ech-on. 
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IT  Wellene  comiez  of  grete  wateres  :  and  mucbe  del  of  ]>e  se 
foTU)  veynes  q1  vnder  eor]>e  :  and  to  ^e  se  wendez  a^e. 
For  ^re  beoz  ase  it  veynene  weren  :  onder  eor))e  mani  on,  640 

fat  sikeniez  out  of  fe  se  :  and  ^arof  springueth  ])is  wellene  ech-on ; 
And  ])aTe-])oru)  eomtb  ]>at  wator  faste  :  a-boute  fram  ]>e  se. 
And  ])are-ate  wellen  springutb  out  :  and  eft  eometb  In  a^e. 
So  ])at  for  alle  ]>e  grete  wateres  :  ]>at  to  fe  se  gotb  ecbon  644 

ynne[))e]  is  ])e  se  eni-])ing  ]>e  more  :  ake  euere  beo  is  bi  on. 
For  ase  swi]7e  it  getb  under  eorj^e  :  ase  it  comez  in-to  ])e  se,     Cfoi.  iw  b.] 
And  euere  to  wellene  it  getb  arbrod  :  and  ef t-sone  emtb  in  aje ; 
And  al-so  sons  ase  ecb  watur  comez  :  to  ))e  se  in  is  ende,  648 

To  ]>e  grete  se  of  occean  :  ase  swij^e  it  detb  i-wende. 
))are-fore  [for]  alle  fe  wateres  :  fat  to  ]>e  se  dotb  gon, 
fe  se  mot  nedlingus  beo  :  euere-more  bi  on. 

])at  beo  flowez  and  ebbez  :  and  wexet  In  a  ))rowe,  652 

fsit  is  ]>oru3  kujnde  of  fe  mone  :  and  ri^t  nou^t  foTU)  bire  owe. 
Tern.  1%E  eotfe  a-midde  fe  grete  se  :  ase  a  luj[te]  bal  is  round, 

-^     And  puyr  belle  a-midde  fe  eor]>e  :  bo-so  soujto  ]>ene  ground. 

And  3eot  ase  gret  ase  ^e  eor])e  ]>incbez  :  and  ase  luyte  ase  beo  is,  656 

^are  nis  bote  fat  seouen^e  del  :  ^t  Men  woniez  on,  i-wis. 

For  In  fe  nortb  side  here  :  bo-so  lie  nele, 

For  it  is  feor  fram  fe  sonne  :  no  Man  ne  wonez  for  ebele, 

Ne  In  f  e  south  half  noJ>e-mo  :  for  J>e  grete  bete  660 

Of  fe  Sonne  fat  is  a-boue —  :  f e  leomene  beolb  so  grete ^ ;         »  ai.  keu 

And  manie  o])ur  studes  al-so  :  fei  men  mi3ten  wonien  pare-Inne, 

buy  ne  berez  noJ?ur  corn  ne  fruyt  :  Manne  is  mete  to  wynne. 

And  fei  J?e  eorfe  were  al  to-delt  :  bo-so  mi3te  bi  Art,  664 

Jeot  nis  fare,  to  wonien  Inne  :  onnefe  J)e  seuenfe  part — 

Of  J)is  foure  elemenz  :  ecb  quic  f  ing  I-make  is  : 

Of  eorfe.,  of  watur.,  and  of  J>e  eyr  :  and  of  fuyre,  i-wis. 

MAn  hatb  of  eorfe  al  is  bodi :  and  of  watere  be  bauez  wete,  668 
Of  J?e  Eyr  he  bath  bretb  and  wind  :  of  fuyr  be  batb  bete. 
Ecb  quic  J?ing  [hath]  of  alle  feos  foure  :  of  some  more  and  lasse. 
Ho-so  bath  of  J)o  eorfe  mest  :  he  is  slou^  ase  f e  Asse, 
^  Of  fade  colur,  of  hard  huyde  :  boistous  fournie  and  ded  strong,    672 
Of  mucbe  foujt,  of  luyto  speche  :  stille  groyninde  and  wratb  long, 


HOW  HAN  VARIES  AS  HE  HAS  MOST  OF  1  ELEMENT  OF  THE  4.    3  FIRST    319 
FORMATIYB  BALU)  OF  THE  FOETUS  ARE,  1.  BRAIN,  2.  HEART^  3.  LIYER. 

Of  slouj  wreche  and  Aruj  mouth  ^  :  fast,  and  loth  to  gyne  guod, 

Sone  old  and  nou^t  willesfol  :  stable  and  studefast  of  mod.   » ai,  fwWet 

Ho-so  hath  of  fe  watere  meat :  he  schal  beo  jwit  and  fat  al-eo,      676 

Of  nesche  her  and  no-])ing  crips  :  gret  slepare  and  slovj  ]>ar-tOy 

Snvuelinde  nose  and  wet  month  :  of  fewe  wordes  :  and  Inyte  drinke, 

Of  schorte  wrathfe  and  de-bonere  :  Arv}.^and  luy te  luste  swinke, 

IT  ho-so  haueth  of  ]>e  eir  mest :  he  is  of  guod  colour,  680 

Fat  and  of  nesche  her  :  wel  large  and  gret  lechour, 

Li3lnde  and  of  glad  semblaunt  :  and  somdel  of  pruyte ; 

Habbe  he  mete  and  drinke  I-nov)  :  he  carez  elles  luyte ; 

'Wrathfe  he  berth  luytel  ^.wyle  :  he  wole  beo  ballede  sone;  684 

glad  and  bli))e,  and  onstable  :  of  ]>at  he  hath  to  done. 

IT  ho-so  hath  of  fuyre  mest :  he  is  smal  and  red, 

0])ur  he  is  blac  with  cripse  here  :  lene  and  sumdel  qned, 

Hinderf ul^and  of  host  I-novj  :  hardi  and  ofte  lie,  *  «*•  Wnd»    688 

Sweriare  and  of  manie  word  :  and  fol  of  lecherie, 

Proud  and  wemod,  and  drinkare  :  and  in  wrathj^e  al-mest  wod. 

Hard!  and  li3t  and  stale warde  :  and  wakiare  wel  guod.  Cfoi.  i4o] 

Ake  euerech  of  ))eos  foure  elemenz  :  en-tempriez  o])ur,  i-wis,  692 

So  ))at  ynne))e  In  ani  Man  :  any  ri3[t]  puyr  maister  is. 

Ake^  5if  pov  nimst  ri^t  puyr  hot  watur  :  and  dost  cold  Jar-to,    >o/.«i« 

f  ov  mi3t  it  makien  euene  wlach  :  and  entempri  it  so. — 

H  Jo  ore  louerd  formest  made  man  :  he  made  him,  i-wis,  696 

Of  alle  foure  Elemens  :  ase  man  ^eot  i-mad  is. 

fo  made  he  Je  kuynde  in  eche  manne  :  ase  je  mouwe  i-wite, 

bi-twene  Man  and  womman  :  of  ^wan  we  beoth  bi-^ite. 

A  swyfe  foul  fing  is  Jat  sed  :  of  jwan  Man  is  i-spreind;  700 

bofe  Man  and  womman  :  to-gadere  buy  beoth  i-meind. 

Of  jwij^t  colour  it  bi-leuez  :  ase  it  is  i-write, 

for-to  a-boute  fe  twelfte  day  :  fat  it  was  bi-jite. 

FOrmest  Jare  keniez  Jar-of  :  smale  bollene  Jreo,  704 

Ake  euerech  hangez  faste  on  ojur  :  ho-so  it  mi^te  i-seo. 
Of  Je  hexte  bolle  comez  Jat  brayn  :  Je  heorte  of  Jane  a-midde, 
Je  liuere,  Jat  is  nejemest  :  heo  comez  of  Je  Jridde.  >  ms.  i!me«t 

Jis  beoth  Je  Jreo  hexte  limes  ^  :  Jat  formest  i-kenede  beoz,  708 

And  In  heom  is  al  ane  Mannes  lijf  :  ase  [je]  nouje  i-seoth ; 


320      HOW  THE  FOSTUS  GROWS  IK  A  MOTHER'S  WOMB,  ALL  THE  OHILD'S 
LDIBS  BEING  BENT   UP.      HOW  MAN  HAS   THREE  SOULS. 

]>are  nis  non  of  ])alke  ))reo  :  ])at  hadde  any  woonde, 
]>at  euereft  mi^te  I-held  beo  :  to  libbe  anie  Btounde. 
-^  Aftur  ^Q  twelf  formeste  dawes  :  fat  )>et  sed  hath  jwij^t  i-beo,        712 
hit  bi-comez  to  a  yicke  blod  :  and  chaungez  al  is  bleo. 
Hit  yickez  to^  Nye  dawes  :  for-to  ])e  on  and  twentyj^e  day :         ^olm 
)>aime  it  tomez  formest  to  flesch  :  ase  pe  kaynde  may. 
Aftur  eijte  and  twenti  dawes  :  foarme  it  bi-gynnez  to  nyme,         716 
So  f&i  In-with  fourti  dawes  :  it  haneth  euerech  lime, 
And  in  lasse  )if  it  is  a  knaue  :  for  he  is  of  more  hete. 
3 wane  ])e  limes  beoth  formest  i-mad  :  buy  ne  beoz  noujt  f ul  grete.    719 
A  smal  weob  it  bi-clappez  al-arboute  :  to  holden  it  to-gadere  faste, 
Fram  ])at  hit  is  formest  i-kened  :  forto  hit  beo  i-bore  atj^e  laste. 
IT  Al  round  it  lith  in  ])e  wombe  :  and  i-bouwed  ase  an  hare 
3 wane  ))at  heo  in  fourme  lith  :  for  is  .In.  is  sumdel  nare. 
Al  I-buyd  fe  leggues  beoz  :  it  nolde  noujt  elles  feije,i       *  •».  ▼•>•  724 
]>e  helene  to  ))e  bottokes  :  pe  kneuwene  in  ei]7ur  ei^e ; 
]>at  heued  is  i-buid  a-doneward  :  pe  Armes  al  with-Inne, 
^  elbouwes  ri3t  in  ])e  scbere  :  )>e  fustus  to  pe  chinne ; 
Al  i-buyd  is  pe  rug  :  so  ))at  neij  round  it  is.  728 

Man,  3war-of  cometh  ])i  pruyte  )  :  for  ])are  nis  non,  i-wis  I 
So  hei3  J>ov  makest  fe  here  :  and  to  no  man  f ou  nelt  arbuye : 
Loke  hov  crekede^  fov  were  fare  :  and  noufe  to  no  man  )>ov  nelt 

a-buye  (!).  »r.crok«d  731 

]>ou  ne  mi3test  nou3t  po  holde  up  ))in  heued  :  ne  enes  on-do  ))in  ei3e ; 
Fra^  3  warn  cam  it  sethfe  J>e  :  to  beren  fin  heued  so  hei3e1      »orig.frmin 
3if  man  him  wolde  bi-fenche  :  and  ri3t  him  onder-stonde, 
he  scholde  beo  meoke,  and  milde  of  hcorte  :  and  to  no  man  habben 

onde.^  1  vv.  7S4-5  o/.  om.      735 

IN  eche  manne  J?reo  soulene  beoth  :  ake  nou3t  alle  I-liche  guode, 
Ase  ich  seide  eov  er  of  J>reo  bollene  :  3if  30  it  onder-stode. 
In  f e  Nefemeste  bolle  :  fat  fe  liuere  deoth  of  springue, 
fare  comez  o-manere  soule  :  at  f e  bi-guynningue 
Ase  it  were  a-manei-e  lijf  :  fat  sent  norischingue  740 

To  fe  limes  al-a-boute  :  and  bi-ginnez^  in  is  wexingue ;  *  a/.bring©th 

So  fat  ane  mannes  norischingue  :  and  is  wexingue  al-so 
Of  f  ulke  furste  soule  comez  :  and  of  f  e  liuere  f  er-to. 


OF  THE   THREE   SOULS   IN   EVERT   CHILD   AND   MAN,  321 

OP  WHICH  THE  THIRD   IS   IMMORTAL. 

)>alke  manere  soiile  is  :  in  ecli  wexinde  fingue,  744 

In  treon  and  in  gras  al-so  :  buy  no  mitten  nou^t  ellea  springue. 

]>oni3  vertue  of  fiilke  soule  :  ^wane  it  is  fer-to  i-brou^t 

]>at  mannes  lymes  i-fourmede  booth  :  ]>at  ]>aro  no  faillez  nou^t, 

]>anne  comez  ))are  In  ^o  beorte  :  ))at  fe  o))ur  bollo  was,  748 

A  soulo  pat  bringuz  ]>at  lijf  :  ]>aro  it  neucr  or  nas. 

pot  cbild  is  ])anno  quick  a-non  :  ako  strenc]>e  natb  it  noujt 

Enes  for-to  wawio  bini  :  aro  bit  boo  feorrore  i-brou3t. 

Of  ]>ulko  soulo  bath  och  man  :  ]>at  be  mai  wawi  an  gon  752 

In  is  bi-guynninguo,^  imd  al  is  lijf  :  and  is  fif  wittos  ech-on. 

pulke  soulo  hath  och  J>ing  :  pat  vuel*  may  ouer^-go,  J  S.*  JSiI*^^** 

Bost, .  and  foul,  and  fisch  al-so  :  worm  and  opuro  mo.         *  *'*  ®***' 

pcos  soulo  pat  bringuez  pat  lijf  :  is  ato  beorto  groundo  :  756 

pare-foro  ho-so  is  paro  i-smyto  :  be  dei3ez  in  luyto  stounde. 

poos  soulo  comez  of  mannos  cuyndo  :  and  pe  oporo  bi-foro  al-so : 

pare-fore,  jwane  a  man  doi^oz  :  buy  dei^ez  bope-to. 

Jeot  paro  is  pe  pridde  soulo  :  pat  al  beore  maister  is  :  760 

For  3wano  a  child  hath  alio  is  limes  :  [&]^  quike  buy  booth,  i-wis. 

In  pe  ende  of  pe  feorpe  monpo  :  pat  it  was  bi-3ito,  i  om. 

Opur  sono  par-af tur-ward  :  ase  we  findez  i-write  : 

1%E  cu]rndo  pat  ore  louerd  made  :  and  porueide  al-so  764 

-»       po  ho  haddo  Man  formost  I-mad  :  and  in  parays  i-do, 

To  myengo  pe  kuyndo  of  heuene  :  to  mannos  kuynde  her, 

And^  soulo  of  witto  and  of  liuo  :  pat  is  Aungelene  i-pier,  >  ai.  Ana 

boo  comez  fram  pe  kuyndo  of  Aunglos  :  and  in  pis  fourme  a-lijt    768 

And  miengez  with  pis  wrochche  flesch  :  ase  ore  louerd  it  hath  i-di3t, 

And  makez  po  kuynde  pat  nas  or  :  bote  ase  a  best  onnepe 

po  kuyndo  of  aunglos  with  him  bore  :  for-to  ho  couio  to  dope. 

pulke  soulo  nimth  hire  In  :  and  bi-leuez,  i-wis,  772 

In  pe  cbildes  hraja  an  hoi^  :  pat  is  hexte  lime  is. 

pulke  soulo  i-last  ouere  :  and  no  dei3e[z]  neuero  mo. 

And  went,  ^wano  a  man  scbal  deijo  :  to  weole  opur  to  wo. 

Al  pat  man  hath  bi-fore  a  best :  opur  more  rosun  can,  776 

Al  ho  it  hath  of  pulke  soulo  :  jware-poruj  he  is  man. 

And  3  wane  man  went  out  of  pis  liuo  :  pulke  soulo,  i-wis, 

Bi-guynnez  departl  fram  pe  bodio^  :  pe  3 wile  he  a-liue  is,        >  ms.  knu* 

LEGENDS   OF   SAINTS.  T 


322  man's  two  other  souls  die  with  his  bodt. 

st.  clement  was  born  in  rome.    he  has  two  twin  brothers. 

And  wend,  ase  heo  hauez  of-serued  :  to  loye  ofur  to  pine ;  780 

J>e  soulene  Jat  hire  ferene  weren  :  beoth  sone  i-broujt  to  fyna 
])ulke  ])at  halt  ane  Mannes  lijf  :  and  stikez  in  ))e  heorte, 
3  wane  heo  schal  with  fe  bodie  [dei^e]  :  ]>at  in  strong  Anguysche  deth 

smeorte, 
Jif  he  onder-3it  his  felawe  :  to  loye  fram  him  i-wende,  784 

])aro-fore  heo  maketh  signe  of  loye  :  and  doth  as  ))e  hiende ; 
And  [3  wan]  heo  deiez  with  fe  bodie  :  fair  chere  heo  makez  and  softe, 
And  bi-lef  ))at  bodi  in  swych  point  :  ase  man  may  i-seon  wel  ofte : 
J>e  ei3ene  I-closede  faire  i-novj  :  fe  mouth  of  faire  chere,  788 

Ech  lyme  al-so  faire  i-strei3t  :  In  guod  poynt  ase  he  were, 
^c  ])ridde  soule  aliso  3eot  :  ])at  deiez  at]>en  ende, 
]>at  norischingue  to  al  ])at  bodi :  ant  to  ])e  limes  deth  sende, 
he  deth  ane^  signe  in  ])e  bodie  :  3if  is  felawe  geth  to  guode,  ^  oi.  a    792 
And  bi-lefth  ])at  bodi  in  fair  hev  :  3wiJ3t  o))ur  red  of  blode. 
]>eos  soulene^  deijez  in  a  man  :  3 wane  ]>e  hete  is  al  i-do,  >  ar.9tm\9 

]>e  ra])ur  ])at^  he  leost  is  breth  :  and  wawe3lngue  al-so.    *  a/.)»eerora  wium 
Jwane  huy  i-seoz  heore  felawe  :  to  torment  i-brou3t,  796 

Lu)mr  semblaunt  huy  makiez  bo))e  :  as  it  ne  likede  heom  nou3t, 
And  bi-leueth  ]>at  bodi  in  foule  heo  we  :  ])e  ei3ene  starelnde. 
And  ])e  mouth  of  foul  semblaunt  :  and  ofte  is^  grenninde.         >  o/.om. 
Swuche  signes  fat  fereliche  beoth  :  fat  man  may  ofte  i-seo,  800 

Beoth  signes  fat  fe  wrechche  soule  :  in  lufere  weie  beo. 
Nov  lesu  crist,  fat  us  soule  3af  :  graunte  us  fat  we  hire  moten  so 

here  rede 
fat  seint  Mi3hel  hire  mote  a-fongue  :  and  bi-fore  to  loye  ledo.  Amen. 

47    [Clement]  [foi.  ui] 

SEint  Clement  was  I-bore  at  Rome  :  I-fum  bi  olde  dawe. 
Of  fe  hexte  men  he  was  i-corae  :  fa[t]  weren  in  f  ulke  lawe. 
his  Moder  hiet  Macidiane  :  his  fader  Faustinian.  » added  uter. 

Twei  bref ren  he  hadde,  eldore  fane  he  :  heore  namen  ich  telle  kan : 
J)at  on  hiet  Faust,  fat  of ur  Faustyn  ;  twynnes  bof e  huy  were ;         5 
Fader  and  moder  weren  glade  of  heom  :  fat  heom  bi-3ete  and  here. 
*Swife  fair  womraan  heore  Moder*  was  :  fe  faireste  fat  Men  wuste; 
hire  louerd  heo  louede  treweliche —  :  non-of  ur  of  heom  men  nuste.  8 


ST.   OLSMENT's  mother  takes  his  twin  brothers  to  ATHENS;     323 

HE  STATS   WITH   HIS   FATHER  IN   ROME. 

For  hire  fair-hede  hire  louerdes  brofer  :  fondede  with  al^  is  mijte 

To  biingue  hire  in  fole  loue  :  bi  dai^e  and  eke  bi  nyjte.  *  overiined, 

))is  guode  womman  was  ^  studefast  :  he  nolde  nou^t  don  is  wille ; 

Ake  euere  Ansaerede  him  fayre  i-nov  :  and  bar  hire  faire  and  stille.  12 

he  of-sou)te  hire  so  8wi))e  :  fat  no  pais  heo  nadde.  •  ms.  w««t 

heo  na8t[e]  ^wat  was  hire  beste  red  :  ake  sore  of  him  heo  dradde. 

And  Joujte  jif  heo  tolde  hire  louerd  fore  :  fat  he  wolde  beo  wroth 

And  fe  more  hatie  is  broker —  :  fat  were  hire  swife  loth.  16 

heo  f on^te  hou  heo  mi^te  on  take  :  fat  heo  ane  3wyle  nere 

Ovt  of  is  8i3te  in  ofur  stude  :  fat  heo  fur-^ite  were.  >  ms.  leidep 

heo  hire  bi-fou^te  of  one  quoyntise  :  fat  to  liire  louerd  heo  seide.^ 

A  ni3t  In  hire  bed  heo  bi-gan  to  sike  :  ase  f  ei  heo  of  slope  a-breyde  : 

"  A,  sire/'  heo  seide,  "  merci,  fin  ore  !  :  ich  am  in  grete  drede  :       21 

An  hard  metingue  me  hath  i-mat :  I-not  ^wat  me  is  to  rede : 

Me  f oujte  fat  on  of  ovre  godes  :  cam  here  bi-fore  fe 

And  hiet  me  greif  i  lustifueliche  :  mine  twei  sones  and  me  24 

And  wiende  with  hem  and  wonie  :  feor  In  an  ofur  londe, 

For-to  ich  ofur  ^  heste  hadde  :  of  him  ofur  is  sonde ;  >  ms.  o^ur  chur 

And  bote  ^if  ich  sone  dudo  so  :  he  swor  with  grete  of  o, 

To  luf ere  defe  he  wolde  do  :  us  and  ore  children  bof e.  28 

Jjare-fore,  sire,  bi-f ench  f  e  wel  :  ^wat  f  arof  f  ov  wolt  rede : 

For  bote  it  beo  sone  ido  :  for-sof e  we  beoth  dede."  .  *  oT«rUiMd. 

))is  guode  Man^  lai  in  grete  care  :  And  fene  deth  sore  he  draddo, 

bi-foojte  him  strete  In  swuche  neode  :  fene  l)este  red  he  radde  :     32 

**  Dame/'  he  seide,  '*  3 wane  it  is  so  :  to  schilden  ns  fram  care 

))oy  schalt  nime  fine  twei  sones  :  a[n]  to  ^  Atenes  fare.  '  ms.  ato 

J)ov  schalt  habbe  with  f  e  men  I-nowe  :  And  tresor  al-so. 

j)oy  schalt,  ^wane  f ou  f udere  comest  :  fine  sones  to  lore  do,  36 

j)at  buy  leomien  of  clergia  :  and  ^wan  ore  god  fe  sent  tokningue 

For-to  comen  hom  a-^ein  :  f ov  schalt  heom  with  fe  bringue." 

Glad  was  f 0  f is  guode  wijf  :  of  fat  leoue  rede, 
heo  greifede  hire  and  wende  forth  :  ase  hire  louerd  sede  :      40 
heo  gan  hire  twei  sones  :  toward  atenes  Icde. 
Ake  seint  clement  athom  with  is  fader  :  bi-lefde,  for  )ong-hede, 
^  For  he  was  onnef es  f if  ^er  old  :  and  for  fat  he  scholde  beo 

his  fader  solas,  and^  for  he  nadde  :  bote  childrene  freo. —  >  ai.  om.  44 

T  2 


324  ST.  clemext's  mother  is  shipwrecked, 

AND   loses   her  TWIN   SONS. 

j3o  fiB  gnode  wijf  was  forth  i-went :  and  hire  louerdes  bro))er  it  wuste 
]?at  hire  loaede  in  fole  loue  :  no  red  ]>ar-of  he  nuste ; 
f  For  wrath)^  to  is  brofnr  he  seide  :  "  sire,  hov  geth  Jis  1 
Is  fi  wijf  fiam  fe  l-went1  :  heo  is  strong  hore,  i-wis.        J  Ma*fena«  ^® 
heo  haueth  me  wel  longue  i-loued  :  ne^  leng  hele  ich  ne  may, 
And  to  bringue  me  in  fole  dede  :  heo  fonde[de]^  nijt  and  day; 
Onne)^  ich  me  mi3te  with  hire  wite  :  for,  siker,  i-nolde  it  do, 
For  sunne,  ne  for  ])e  loue  of  )>e  :  ne  for  mi  treovnesse  al-so.  52 

Anon  so  heo  it  onder-^at :  fat  i-nolde  don  hire  wille, 
On  of  ])ine  hynene  heo  louede  :  In  folie  wel  stille, 
|)at  hath  hi  hire  wel  ofte  i-leie.  :  ake,  ^at  ]>oy  it  ne  onder-^ete, 
heo  ]K)U3te  hov  heo  mi^te  with  him  beo-^  :  for  heo  nolde  him  noo^t 
lete :  56 

))are-fore  heo  Jyoujte  ane  feolle  wrench  :  of  wommanes  knynde  lore, 
And  is  i-^o  with  hire  copiner  :  fov  ne  sixt  hire  nonmore. 
For  ofte  men  seggez,  and  soth  it  is  :  ])at  ]>i8  wommen  beoth 
Feolle  and  false,  and  ))at^  me  for-]>inchez  :  ])at  we  ^e  so^  i-seoth."  60 
Sori  was  ]>i8  guode  Man  :  ])0  he  heorde  ]>is,  ^  oi.  om. 

pat  his  wijf,  ))at  he  louede  muche  :  scholde  so  don  a-mis. 
Ant  ])at  heo  was  so  fram  him  i-went  :  and  f&t  heo  ne  bi-lefde  bi-hinde 
his  sones,  ^at  him  so  leoue  weren  :  ne  he  nuste  ^ware  heom  finde. 
After  he  woldo  habbe  i-went  :  ake  he  ne  dorste  for  care     »  a/. «  tt.  mor*. 
Of  cleme[n]te,  is  ^ongue  sone  :  laste  he  scholde  for-fare.^ — 
Forth  wende  f  is  wijf  with  hire  sones  :  ase  god  hire  wolde  senda. 
In  scipe  heo  dude  hire  in  J>e  se  :  in-to  an  of  ur  londe  to  wende. ^      68 
A-midde  f e  se  a-^ein  ane  roche  :  fat  schip  bi-gan  to  glide,        p  foi.  lit] 
)5at  it  alto-drof,  and  buy  fullen  out  :  euer-ech  in  is  side. 
A  wawe  fare  cam  of  fe  se  :  f oru  ore  louerdes  sonde. 
And  caste  fis  guode  wijf  al  qnik  :  a-non-ri3t  to  fe  londe.  72 

A-non  so  heo  was  up  i-cast  :  and  to  hire  ri3te  witte  cam, 
And  raiste  hire  twei  leoue  sones  :  gret  deol  to  hire  heo  nam ; 
Into  fe  se  heo  wolde  habbe  i-lope  :  hire-seolf  for-to  a-drenche, 
Jif  it  nadde  i-beo  for  greto  hope  :  of  fing  fat  heo  gan  fenche :         76 
))at  f e  8c  wolde  some  tyme  :  hire  sones  to  londe  caste — 
For  men  Rcgqez  heo  wole  ech  ded  f  ing  :  weorpen  up  atf  e  laste ; 
hadde  heo  enes  heore  bodies  i-sei3e  :  hire  f ou3te  fat  heo  ne  rou3te. 


8T.   GIiEHBNT*S   MOTHER  GNAWS   HER  HANDS   FOB  OBIEF,         325 
AND   LOSES   THE   USE   OF  THEM. 

Wide  and  longue  heo  ^eode  a-boute  :  and  heore  bodies  80U3te.        80 

)?o  heo  ne  mi3te  heom  finde  :  heo  ^al  and  weop  ful  sore, 

-heo  drov^  of  hire  tressene  and  caste  a-wei  :  for  heo  ne  hopede  to 

heom  nonmore, 
hire  hondene  heo  wrong  and  to-gnov^  :  ])at  flesch,  ri^t  to  ])e  bone, 
And  al-to-gnov3  fe  senewes  :  and  made  ful  sori  mone.  84 

heo  om  ase  heo  witles  were  :  a-boute  in-to  al  ])e  londe.        >  ms.  wamnen 
Wimmen^  hadden  of  hire  gret  revj>e  :  fat  heo  to^-gnov  so  hire  honde, 
And  fondeden  3eome  to  conforti  hire  :  ake  huy  alle  ne  mijten  make 
j)a.t  heo  wolde  into  hire  heorte  :  ani  gladnesse  take.        *  oi.  om.        88 
Into  a  wommanes  hous  heo  cam  :  ])at  longue  was  bedrede, 
l^at  gret  rev))e  hadde  ])o  heo  i-heorde  :  hire  so  weope  and  grede : 
heo  confortede  hire,  ^wat  so  heo  mi^te  :  and  made  hire  bi-leue        91 
'with  hire  aldai,  with  glad  semblaunt :  for-to  it  was  neij  eue.  '  >t  rapener. 
So  heo  confbrtede  J>is  guode  wijf  :  fat  heo  bi-lefte  fare  at  ^  Inne, 
Mid  ^  weorke  of  hire  hondene  :  hire  liflode  for^-to  winne,    *  And  nSd  *'* 
With  spinningue  and  with  sevwyngue  :  fat  heo  wel  coufe  do ;  •  o^.  g«n 
J5are-with  heo  fedde  hire  swif e  wel  :  and  hire  ostesse  al-so.  96 

'Soue  fare-after  f e  senewes  :  of  hire  hondene  bi-gonne  to  schrinke, 
For  heo  heom  hadde  er  so  for-gnawe —  :  fat  heo  ne  mijte  non-more 

swinke ; 
So  fat  heo  ne  mi3te  i-welde  :  nof ur  Arm  ne  honde 
to  pulte  enes  mete  to  hire  mouth  :  ase  hit  was  godes  sonde.  100 

)}at  dool  fat  heo  made  [f o]  :  no  tongue  it  telle  may. 
"  Alas/*  heo  seide,  "  f us  longue  i-leoued  :  and  fat  ich  euere  a-bod 

f  is  day ! 
For  more  sorewe  fane  me  is  on  :  ueuere  wommau  ne  hadde. 
pe  loye  of  mi  louerd  furst  i  for-les  :  for  sunne  fat  ich  dradde,       104 
And  bi-lefde  clement  mi  ^ongue  :  fat  me  was  so  leof,  i-wis ; 
And  sethf e  les  mine  tweie  sones  in  f e  se  :  fat  weren  al  mi  blis ; 
And  al  one  fram  mine  freond  :  f us  feor  in  one-coufe  londe 
Hit  deol  and  soruwe  ich  habbe  i-leoued  :  foru)  swonch  of  mine 

honde :  108 

Novf e  mine  hondene  me  beoth  bi-nome  :  fat  I-ue  may  heom  enes 

wawe. 
Alas,  f us  longue  in  care  i-leoued  :  fat  i-nere  i-brou)t  of  l\jf-dawe  I " 


32G  8T.  CLEMENT  BECOMES  A   DISCIPLE   OF  ST.    BARNABAS| 

AND   THEN   OF  ST.    PETER 

J5at  deol  fat  heo  made  :  revfe  it  was  to  telle ; 

Ofte  heo  was  ope  fe  pointe  :  hire-sulf  for-to  a-quelle.  112 

^Fram  dore  to  dore  hire  mete  heo  bad  :  and  with  fat  he  mi)te  I-wiime, 
heo  fedde  hire-sulf  and  hire  hostesse  :  3wane  heo  cam  to  hire  Inne. — 

Hire  louerd  athom  aftur  hire  :  of-longet  was  wel  sore,    P  fd.  i4S  t.] 
And  sente  men  to  sechen  hire  :  ake  buy  ne  comen  a-^ein 
nonmore.  116 

Ofere  he  sente  into  al  fat  lond  :  and  fo  buy  hadden  longae  i-sou^t, 
huy  comen  a-3cin  and  tolden  him  :  fat  huy  ne  mi3ten  hire  finde  uoujt. 
)}o  gan  ^e  Clement,  is  3ongue  sone  :  In-to  guode  warde  take, 
And  wend  him-snlf  into  al  fat  lond  :  forto  sechen  is  make.  120 

he  ne  cam  neuer-ef  t  hom  a-3ein —  :  wel  wide  he  hire  soujte, 
And  3eode  a-boute  and  bad  is  mete  :  fat  of  is  l^f  he  ne  rou3te. 
^  Twenii  3er  he  bad  is  mete  :  and  is  wijf  3eot  wel  mo. 
he  f ul  into  feblesse  of  elde  :  fat  vnnef e  he  mijte  go.^ —    » oj. «  tt.  mom 
Seint  clement,  f  is  3ongue  child  :  to  clergie  was  i-do  ;    .  125 

he  i-werth  sone  a  gret  clerk  :  quoynte  and  guod  al-eo. 
pom)  his  clergie  him  f ou3te  :  fat  heore  lawe  uas  nau3t : 
he  wilnede  muche  to  wyten  of  god  :  3if  ani  man  him  hadde  i-taujt 

Hit  bi-tcol  fat  seint  Bamabe  :  Into  Home  cam,  129 

And  clement  hyne  heorde  a  day  :  prechi  of  cristinedom : 
So  fat  of  f is  holie  Apostle  :  he  lette  him  cristni  a-non. 
And  bi-cam  fe  besto  prechnr  :  fat  mi3te  on  eorfe  gon.  132 

he  heorde  telle  of  seint  peter  :  fat  In  f o  londe  of  ludee  was : 
Are  he  to  him  were  I-come  :  glad  ne  blife  he  nas  : 
he  bi-cam  is  o  desciple  :  and  a-boute  with  him  wende 
For-to  prechie  cristine-dom  :  foru3  wit  fat  god  him  sende.  136 

Symon  Magus,  f o  lufere  Man  :  3eode  in  Ane  of ur  londe. 
To  prechi  n3ein  Cristinedom  :  f  oru3  f  e  deoueles  sonde. 
Tweie  desciples  he  hadde  with  him  :  fat,  fo  huy  onder-3ete 
])Q  falshede  fat  with  him  was  :  huy  gonne  him  sone  for-lete;         140 
To  seint  peter  huy  wcnden  a-non  :  and  his  desciples  bi-come. 
glad  was  seint  peter  of  heora  :  and  f  onkede  god  i-lome. 

SKint  Clement  tolde  a  day  :  to  seint  peter  wel  stille 
hov  hit  of  is  freond  bi-feol  :  as  it  was  godes  wille,  144 

And  al-hov  is  Moder  3eode  a-wei  :  with  is  brof  ren  tweie. 


ST.  Clement's  mother  tells  st.  peter  her  story,        327 

AND   SAYS   ST.   OLEMENT   IS   HER   SON. 

J)at  he  wende  fat  huy  a-dronke  weren  :  of ur  i-storue  bi  fe  weie, 

And  hov  is  fader  wende  to  sechen  heom  :  J>o  he  ne  sai^  ofur  red ; 

-And  [he]^  wende  fat  he  were  a-dreint  :  ofur  for  deole  ded ;  ^  om.  148 

And  hov  frendles  he  was  op  i-broujt  :  Into^  swyche  lore.  •  a/.&tc 

j5o  seint  peter  i-heorde  f  is  :  he  gan  to  weope  sore. — 

Ase  seint  petur  ^eode  a  dai  :  prechinde  ouer  lond, 

*Ane  womman,  fat  him  fou3te  gent  and  freo  :  In  grete  miseise  he 

fond,  152 

3  ware  heo  ^eode  and  bad  hire  mete.  :  he  Axede  hire  a-non 
Jwy  heo  ne  nii3te  hire  mete  I-winne  :  and  jwy  heo  wolde  so  gon. 
l^Is  womman  seide,  "  swuch  day  was  :  Ich  couf e  minne  mete  I- 
-■       \einne, 
Ako  nouf e  mine  hondene  me  beoth  bi-nome  :  fat  Ine  may  sevwy  ne 

spinne.  156 

More  sor^we  fane  me  is  on  :  neuere  nas  i-founde ; 
Alas  fat  ich  nadde  me  a-dreint  :  a-wei,  fat  ilke  stounde  1 "         [foL  iis] 
IF  **  Womman,"  seide  seint  peter  fo  :  "  folliche  fov  dest  telle : 
For  fe  Man  fat  him-seolfue  a-slowe  :  his  soule  scholde  into  helle." 
"  Sire,"  heo  seide,  "  waste  ich  f e  sof e  :  fat  soulene  libbe  scholde 
After  f usse  Hue,  I-nolde  bi-leue  :  fat  me-seolf  a-quelle  i-nolde, 
)}at  Ich  mi3te  one  stounde  :  mine  sones  i-seo ; 

I-ne  rou3te  sethfe,  fei  ich  scholde  :  euer^ft  in  helle  beo.  164 

For  mi  louerd  and  mi^  3ongore  sone  :  ich*  bi-lefte  at  rome  \  Ss^wjfi'ch 
And  wende  forth  with  mine  tweie  sones  :  ake  f  o  we  in  f  e  se  come, 
)}at  schip  brak,  and  mine  leoue  sones  :  ne  mi3ten  neuereft  beo  i- 

founde ; 
Ake  me  heo  caste  to  londe  al  quik  :  alias  fulke  stounde  !  168 

Ine  mai  for  feblesse  wende  a-3ein  :  ne  Ine  habbe  no  man  fat  me  lede, 
And  not  jwefer  mi  louerd  and  mi  3ongue  sone  :  beon  quike  of  or 

dede." 
"  /^  lement,"  seide  seint  peter  :  "  fat  min  o  desciple  nouf e  is, 

Vy   Seith  fat  is  fader  and  is  moder  :  f  Lb  cas  bi-feoUen,^  i-wis." 
Jjis  womman  feol  a-don  i-swowe  :  f  o  heo  i-heorde  f  is.  >  ai.  \aui 

)}o  heo  a-ros,  heo  cride  jeome  :  and  weop  for  loie  and  blis,  174 

And  seide,  "  sire,  fat  is  mi  sone.  :  tech  me  jware  he  beo  ! 
Ine  wilne  mi  lijf  no  leng  to  habbe  :  bote  fat  ich  him  enes  i-sea" 


«')28       ST.  CLEMENT   FIBST   REPELS   HIS  MOTHER;    BUT  imXS  HE 

KNOWS   HER,   HE  EMBRACES   HER. 

Seint  i>eter  seide,  **  cum  forth  with  me  :  to  him  ichulle  Jje  lede. 
Ake  ne  boo  fov  nou3t  a-knowe  to  him  :  erore  fane  ich  fe  rede.*'    178 
ho  nam  ])is  wommane  bi  ])o  hond  :  and  to  hire  sone  hire  brou^te. 
\)o  seint  Clement  i-sai^  him  lede  ane  womman  :  yuel  bi  him  he 

J>ou3te, 
And   seide,  "  nou])e  In  )>ine  olde  Hue  :  wo]t])ou  with  wommane 

beo?" 
So  wroth  he  was  fat  vnnefe  he  wolde  :  toward  him  bi-^eo.  182 

IF  Jjis  guode  wijf  stod  bi  hire  sone  :  heo  ne  mijte  for-bere  non-more, 
heo  bi-cluppte  him  faste  and  cnste  a-non  :  for  loye  heo  weop  ful 

sore, 
hire  hondene  fat  hire  weren  bi-nome  :  anon-ri3t  hole  hny  were, 
For  loyoj  and  for  grete  vertue  :  of  f e  holie  men  fere.  186 

SEiut  Clement  was  wroth  with  hire  :  for  heo  bi-clupte  him  and 
CUSte,^  1  MS.  dapto 

And  in  grete  wrathf e  hire  pulte  a-wei  :  and  to  fe  grounde  uprijt 

fruste. 
"  Clement,"  seide  seint  peter  f o  :  "  darstf ov  fine  moder  pulte  1 
J)ov  cri  hire  Merci  and  lat  fe  schriue  :  for  fine  foule  gulte  1 "        190 
"  Louerd,"  seide  seint  cleme[n]t  [fo]  :  "  ^wefur  fis  mi  moder  beo? 
Louerd,  i-hered  beo  f i  mi3te  :  fat  ich  moste  fis  day  i-seo  I " 
To  is  moder  lie  ful  a-doun  :  and  bi-clupte  hire  and  custe. 
Welle,  fe  loye  fat  fare  was  :  fo  eifur  of  ofur  wuste  1  194 

))is  wyf  seide,  "  leoue  sone,  fin  ore  :  3wef ur  f i  fader  a-liue  beo  1 " 
"  Certes,  moder,"  he  seide,  "  i-not  :  Ine  wene  neuer-eft  him  i-seo. 
Twenti  3er  it  is  ago  :  fat  he  After  fe  i-wende,  197 

Jjat  neuer-eft  Ine  heorde  word  of  him  :  ne  he  ne  cam  ne  sende.** 
))is  guode  wyf  bi-gan  to  weope  sore  :  ake  natheles  for  blisse 
Of  hire  sone  fat  heo  hadde  I-founde  :  hire  seoruwe  heo  gan  to  lisse. 

Euere  stoden  bi  seint  peter  :  his  of  ere  desciples  tweie  201 

J3at  fram  symon  Magus  weren  i-come  to  him  :  and  3eome  bi- 
heolden  beie ; 
buy  i-heorden  hou  fis  guode  wyf  tolde  :  to  clemente,  hire  sone,  f ere,^ 
hov  hire  tweie  leoue  sones  :  in  fe  se  a-dreinte  were.  204 

j3o  buy  hadden  fis  tale  i-heord  :  buy  weren  swife  glad,         P  foLi4Sb.] 
For  loye  buy  stoden  ase  fei  buy  weren  :  witlese  ofur^  a-mad.  *  orig.and 


8T.  Clement's  twin  brothers  are  re-united  to  hih      329 

AND  THEIR  MOTHER. 

"  louerd,"  buy  seideD,  "  jwej>er  J>is  beo  soth  :  J>at  we  i-heorez  nou))e 

telle, 
dpui  us  ])incbez  ase  in  metingue  :  o^ur  in  manere  of  spelle ) "        208 
"  hit  is  soth,"  seint  peter  seide  :  **  ofur  me  ])inchez  je  beoth  wode.'* 
huy  nusten  jwe])ur  to  beon  stille  o])ur  speke  :  bote  ase  gydie  men 

buy  stode. 
IF  **  Louerd,"  buy  seiden,  "  here  is  ore  Moder  :  fat  a-dreint  was  ase 

we  wende, 
I-hered  he  beo  ])at  hire  bath  to  b'ue  i-broujt :  And  ])at  hire  to  us 

sende!  212 

And  y\8  is  Clement,  ore  ^ongue  bro])ur  :  )>at  longue  bath  i-beo  ore 

fere ; 
Kuste  we  neuere  er  ^wat  be  was  :  are  J^oruj  godes  grace  nou])e  here." 
Louerd,  ])e  loye  ])at  ]>e[re]  was  :  And  ])at  manie  Mijten  i-seo, 
bi-twene  Je  guode  wyf  and  hire  soues  :  fe  swete  bre])ren  J>reo !      216 
'KIs  guode  wyf  axede  hire  tweye  sones  :  bov  buy  to  line  come. 
-■     "  Dame,"  buy  seiden^  "  ase  god  it  wolde  :  a  bord  of  J>e  scbype 

we  nome 
And  ])ar-on  we  bienguen,  and  bit  bar  us  forth  :  into  ]>e  se  wel  wide. 
Marineres  us  token  into  beore  scbipe  :  ase  we  floten  beom  bi-side. 
Are  buy  us  badden  to  londe  i-brou)t  :  buy  nolden  neuere  a-fine.    221 
To  Ane  bolie  wydewe  buy  solden  us  :  ))at  biet  dame  lustine ; 
pat  us  lokede  nescbe  I-noY3  :  as  ])ei  we  hire  sones  were. 
And,  god  jielde  it  hire  I  of  clergie  :  beo  liet  us  sons  lere.  224 

So  ])at  we  beotb  noxipe  godes  desciples  :  and  with  his  Apostle  here. 
Ore  bro])ur  clement  we  knoweth  novLpe  furst  :  )>at  ^are  bath  i-beon 

ore  fere. 
And  uou])e  we  beotb  here  to-gadere  come  :  we  mowen  i-seo  godes 

mijte, 
pai  euere  wole  mannes  jwyle  ^elde  :  )^t  seruez  him  with  ri^te."    228 
Ech  man  wot  wel  ])at  ])is  I-beortb  :  ])ey  we  ne  seggen  it  i-lome, 
gret  loye  bi-twene  beom  alle  was  :  ))o  buy  to-gadere  come. 
IF  ])is  guode  wyf  beom  tolde  of  hire  bostesse  :  ])at  Innede  hire  bi 

njgte, 
p&i  beo  was  a  guod  womman  and  was  bedrade  :  jif  huy  hire  bele 

mitten.  282 


330        8T.  CLBMEKT  AND   HIS  TWIN   BB0THEB8  REASON   AGAINST 
AN   OLD   MAN.      ST.  CLEMENT  IS  THE  ABLEST  ARGUER. 

SEint  petre  hire  let  fette  :  and  foruj  ore  louerdes  grace 
Made  hire  hoi,  bi-fore  al  fat  folk  :  anon  in  fulke  place. — 
Ase  seint  petre  prechede  a  day  :  he  seide  in  his  prechingue  235 

])at,  ho-so  seruede  ore  louerd  wel  :  scholde  habbe  guod  endingue. 
IT  po  stod  ])are  op  a  8wi])e  old  man  :  his  lockes  weren  ful  hore ; 
pouere  and  stoupinde  and  miseise.  :  he  bi-gan  to  sikcn  sore. 
"  gret  revj>e,"  he  seide,  "  ich  habbe  of  eov  :  fat  je  bi-trayez  men  so ; 
Ech  man  bi-fallez  ase  his  jwate  is  :  ^wat-so  he  euere  do.  240 

IT  For  fei  a  man  swyncke  and  crie  on  god  :  and  bidde  ^eome  is  bede, 
him  schal  bi-falle,  guod  ofur  vuel  :  ase  it  is  him  i-quef e. 
}>ei  mani  man  beo  wis  and  euere  swynke  :  he  ne  may  neuere  bate ; 
And  fei  manie  don  vuele  and  euere  folie  :  ^eot  he  hath  guod  ^wate." 
IT  Seint  petre  hiet  fe  f reo  bref ren  :  fat  is  desciples  were,  245 

Despuyti  a^ein  f is  olde  man  :  of  fat  he  tolde  fere.  ^  orig.  orMotiM 

buy  stoden  and  heore  [r]esones^  seiden  :  fat  ech  man  scholde  a-fongue 
After  fat  he  wurche  wolde  :  And  elles  it  were  with  wrongue ;  ^     248 
"  For,  ho-so  uath  no  guod,  ne  swinke  nele  :  ne  of  porueance  bco, 
Jwat-so-euere  man  beo  Iquef  e  :  he  ne  may  it  neuere  fleo  ;?       {}  foi.  im] 
And  [ho]-80  is  wys  to  winne  guod  :  and  wel  it  witie  can,  •  r.i.)>w 

Jwat-so-euere  is  ^wate  beo  :  he  worth  riche  man.  252 

For  ore  louerd  wole  here  and  elles-jware  :  ^elden  ane  mannes  seruise 
After  fat  he  him-seolf  wurche  wole  :  ake  aftur  3wate  in  none  wise." 

GRet  clerk  was  f  is  olde  Man  :  he  desputede  wel  faste 
A-jein  fe  f reo  bref ren  with  gret  reson.  :  fat  playt  wel  longue 
laste.  256 

Seint  Clement  was  grettest  clerk  :  fare-fore  atf enende 
Maister  he  was,  f oru^  grace  :  fat  ore  louerd  him  wolde  sende. 
Atf  e  laste  f  is  olde  Man  :  bi-gan  to  sike  and  grone, 
And  8eid[e],  "  wel,  icholde  i-leue  :  ower  resones  ech-one,  260 

Jif  I-ne  hadde  to  muche  i-fondet  :  of  f inge  fat  geth  bi  ^wate. 
Alas  f  ulke  soruful  tyme  :  for  mi  confort  cometh  to  late !  262 

Riche  man  ich  was  elles-3ware  :  f  ei  ich  beo  nouf  o  a  wrechche  here ; 
Teh  hadde  f reo  3oungue  children  :  and  a  guod  wif  fat  was  mi  fere. 
Mine  tweie  sones  heo  ladde  awei  :  f  o  we  heom  hadden  al  bi-swonke  : 
Ine  heorde  neuereft  word  <  f  heom  :  Ich  wot  buy  beoth  a-dronke. 
AUe  myne  freond  and  al  mi  guod  :  Ich  bi-lefte  me  bi-hynde 


THE   OLD   MAN   PROVES   TO   BE   ST.    OLBMENT'S   FATHER.  331 

HIS  WIFE  FINDS  HIM. 

And  habbe  here  i-walke  in  onkov])e  londe  :  ^if  ich  heom  mijte  i- 

fynde.  268 

Mi  ^ongeste  child  ich  bi-lefte  athom  :  Ich  wene  ])at  he  beo  dcd. 
Worse  3wate  nadde  neuere  man  :  Inot  ^wat  is  mi  red  >  overUiied. 

And  ich  am,^  )^re  no  man  me  ne  knoweth  :  mid  miseise  ouer-come ; 
honguer  and  chele  hath  myne  leomes  :  and  elde,  me  bi-nome.        27  2 
Seggez  ov-sulf  jif  ^e  euere  I-heorden  :  Ani  so  deolful  cas  I 
ho  is  ])at  ne  may  i-leue  :  ])at  lu])ur  ^wate  it  nas  1 " 
IT  po  ])is  ])reo  bre])ren  hore  fader  i-knewen  :  J^om^  ])at  he  hadde  i-sed, 
Stiirten  buy  wolden  and  cussen  him.  :  ake  seint  petre  heom  for-bed, 
And  seide,  "^if  ich  bringue  bi-fore  J>e  i-hole  :  fine  children  and  fi 

wijf,  277 

Woltf ov  for-hote  fine  mia-bi-leue  :  and  a-mendi  fi  lijf 
And  i-Ieue  ])at  ])ing^  comez  ase  god  wole  :  and  no-])ing  after  ^wateT' 
"  5®,  sire/'  seide  ])is  olde  man  :  "  Ake  ])at  worth  so  wel  late.  >Ms.>ing|Mit 
Also  ase  it  nenere  ne  worth  :  ])at  ich  i-seo  heom  alle, 
And^  so  ne  worth  hit  neuere  ])at  muche  }\ng  :  nele  bi  ^wate  falle." 
IT  "  Lo,"  seide  seint  petre  Jo  :  "  f is  beoth  fine  sones  froo,         » at.  om. 
))at,  for-to  bringue  f  e  in  godes  lawe  :  plaidiez  a^ein  f  e."  284 

po  fis  olde  Man  i-heorde  fis  :  his  limes  him  here  nolde, 
buy  nescheden  ase  doth  wez  a-^ein  fe  fuyre  :  And  ful  a-don  on  fe 

molde ; 
he  lai  al  cold  with-oute  brefe  :  ase  )>ei  he  no  lyf  nadde. 
his  [sones]  him  clupten  a[n]d  custen  him  :  sore  buy  weopen  and 

gradde ;  288 

buy  beren  him  a-boute  and  bleowen  on  him  :  ^if  buy  him  mitten  in 

stat  bringue. 
Longue  it  was  are  beo  mitten  :  i-seo  of  Hue  :  Ani  ri^t  tokningne. 
}>o  is  stat  him  was  i-come  :  he  axede  a-non-ri^t  fere 
hoy  buy  weren  a-liue  forth  i-brou)t  :  so  freondlese  ase  buy  were.  292 
Euerech  tolde  in  his  wise  :  ore  swete  louerdes  mi^te,  [m.  hi  b.] 

pai  he  on  heom  i-schewed  hadde  :  ho-so  onder-stode  fe  rijte. 
Ase  buy  tolden  of  heore  lijf  :  euerech  in  his  side,  295 

)}is  guode  wif  om  ase  beo  were  wilde  :  and  swif  e  loude  beo  cride : 
"  3ware  is  mi  louerd  1  ^ware  is  mi  spouse  f :  schewez  him  me  a-non  I " 
buy  bi-clupten  heom  and  fullen  a-doun  :  a  fote  ne  mijten  buy  gon. 
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INTO   HIS   OWN   SEMBLANCE.      HIS  SONS   BON'T  KNOW  HIM. 

More  loye  ne  mijte  beo  i-seije  :  bi  none  mannes  line, 
)}ane  was,  ])o  buy  to-gadere  comen  :  a-mong  heom  alle  fiue.  300 

bere  we  mouwen  alle  i-seo  :  ore  swete  louerdes  mijte, 
]?at  eaere  at])enende  he  wole  jelde  :  ])e  manne  ])at  bim  semez  witb 
ri^te. — 

Hit  bi-ful  ])at  ])e  Aumperour  :  ouer-al  sende  is  sonde,  303 

Symon  Magus,  fe  lu])ere  man  :  to  secben  bim  into  al  ])e  londe, 
For-to  sleen  bim,  bo-so  bim  mi^te  I-finde  :  al  for  bis  luf  er^bede. 
And  fo  symon  Magus  i-beorde  farof  :  be  was  in  grete  drede. 
On  feolonie  be  J>oujte  for  wratbfe  :  of  fe  brej>ren  tweie, 
Faust  and  Faustin,  ])at  weren  witb  bim  :  and  departed  fram  bim 

beije.  308 

bi  bore  £ader  be  cam  a  day  :  ase  ])e  deuel  bim  gan  lere, 
And  caste  on  bim  is  owene  fourme  :  ase  ^ei  it  bim-sulf  were, 
))oru)  is  foul  encbauntement —  :  bo-so  ]>e"*  olde  manne  i-sei3e, 
wenden  ])at  symon  magus  it  were.  :  ])are  was  ])e  deuel  to  slei3e,     312 
For  ])e  loye  ]>at  bis  sones  badden  :  of  bim  ])are  in  one  stounde ; 
And  for  be  scbold*  beon  for  bim  arslawe  :  ^if  be  mi^te  beon  i-founde. 
For  euere  ])e  deuel,  and  alle  bis  :  of  feolonie  doth  ^encbe ; 
Ake  at^  laste  buy  wor)>etb  bi-traid  :  witb  beore  feoUe  wrencbe.  316 
IF  Symon  Magus  wende  a-wei '  :  fo  al  f is  i-don  was.  » ong.  a^ea 

Jjis  giiode  [man]  jeode  fortb  to  is  cbildren  :  be  nuste  nou^t  of  fat  cas  : 
be  cam  and  wolde  gret  loye  make  :  witb  beom  and  with  is  wiue. 
buy  spatten  on  him,  euerecbone  :  and  beton  bim  a-wei  wel  bliue, 
For  he  was  fe  deueles  lyme  :  buy  nolden  nou3t  with  bim  dele,     321 
Ake  bote  bo  fe  sonere  fram  beom  ^eode  :  bim  to  wrof er  hele. 
**     A    las,"  seide  f  is  olde  Man  :  "  Mine  leoue^  children  freo,  »  oTeriined. 
^lJL  Jwi  wolle  ^e  ouwer  fader  J>us  pulte  and  bete  1  :  nelle  30  me 
nonmore  i-seo  1 "  324 

**  Nay,"  seiden  f is  brof  ren  f  reo  ;  **  fov  nart  ore  fader  nou3t, 
J50V  art  symon  Magus,  godes  trichor.  :  to  def  e  J>ov  worst  i-brou3t ; 
Jif  fe  Aumperores  [men]  fe  mouwen  finde  :  J>at  wide  fe  habbez  i-sou3t, 
)}ov  worst  to-drawe  ase  fe  deueles  lime  :  for  falshede  fat  fou  hast  i- 

wrou3t."  328 

IF  "  Louerd,  merci,"  seide  fis  olde  man  :  "  jwodere  may  icb  noufo 

iwende. 


8T.  Clement's  pather  goes  to  antioch,  and  declares     333 

SIMON   MAOUS'S   ABUSE   OF   ST.    PETER   A   LIE. 

NouJ>e  mi  wijf  ne  mine  sones  me  nellez  i-knowe  :  o  dai  to  fenende  1 
Meat  wrechche  ich  am  of  alle  men  :  nouf  e  Tne  habbe  freond  non 
bote  heom,  and  buy  me  woUez  a-sle.  :  jwodere  may  icb  nouf e  gon  1 " 
IF  Symon  Magus  fare-at-fore  :  in  Aimtiocbe  ase  ^  he  wende,       >  a/,  om. 
And  seint  petre  bi-fore  al  J>at  folk  :  with  lesingues  foule  be  ecbende ; 
be  seide  fat  be  man-quellare  was  :  and  wicbcbe,  and  eke  for-swore : 
J5at  folk  a-waytede  bim  for-to  sle  :  In  Auntyocbe  fare-fore.  336 

IT  Seiiit  petre  f is  onder-jat  :  be  wolde  beon  a-wreke,  be  folate, 
be  cam  to  fis  seli  oldeman  :  fat  him  wcl  longue  sou3tc ;  [foL  ws] 

"  beo  stille,"  be  seide,  **  and  do  Af  tur  me  :  and  soflFre  a  luytel  fro  we, 
And  Ichulle  makien  fat  fi  wijf  :  and  fine  sones  :  fe  scbuUen  sone 

i-knowe.  340 

)}ov  scbalt  gon  In-to  Auntioche  :  fare  symon  Magus  was, 
Ase  be  me  desclaundret  bath  :  and  segge  of  f  is  ilke  cas 
In  bis  name,  ase  ecb  man  wenetb  :  fat  f ov  be  bim-sulue  beo. 
And  segge  fat  bit  lesingue  is  :  fat  fov  seidest  op-on  me,  344 

And  line  al-so  fine  owene  Mouth  :  as  f ei  it  beo  in  bis  name, 
And  fat  bit  was  al  les  fat  fov  seidest  :  to  bringue  me  in  Infer  fame, 
And  fat  fov  art  farof  repentaunt  :  sori,  and  swife  wel  I-scbriue,  347 
Of  f e  lesingue  fat  fov  bi  mo  seidest  :  and  bide  heom  it  f e  for-^yue." 
l^Is  olde  Man  ^eode  bim  forth  :  In-to  Auntioche  a-non, 
^   And  ^ede  a-boute  to  Mani  a  stude  :  fare  symon  hadde  I-gon ; 
"  Guode  Men,"  he  seide,  "  3if  ich  habbe  i-told  :  bi  seint  petre  eni- 

fing 
bote  guod  and  gret  trewenesse  :  for^ofe,  it  is  lesing;  3')  2 

here  bi-foren  eov  euerecb-one  :  ich  lixni  minne  owene  Mouth. 
For  he  is  treowe  and  studefast  :  and  is  guodnesse  is  wide  couth. 
For-to  saui  al  fat  lond  :  ore  louerd  bim  hath  i-sent : 
bi-lieuetb  and  wurcheth  aftur  bim  :  of  ur  ^e  beoth  alle  I-schent  I    356 
For  ^e  eov-seolf  and  Al  eower  guod  :  f  oru^  ore  louerdes  wreche 
bit  schal  for-fare,  bote  je  don  :  ase  he  eov  wole  lere  ant  teche. 
yd  ich  euere-eft  more  am  so  :  in  f  e  deoueles  weorke  I-brou^t 
))at  Ich  ani-fing  of  ur  bi  bim  segge  :  ne  leuez  me  f  ar-of  nou^t,       36  0 
Ake  doth  me^  schame  and  betez  me  :  ant  bringuez  me  of  dawe, 
Ase  men  schullen  a  strong  liare  :  and  man  of  false  la  we."       ^  overUiied. 
IF  )}are-Artui^ward  he  cam  to  seint  petre  :  and  he  \&  leomen  rijte 
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And  broujte  bim  a-jein  to  is  owene  fourme  :  al  ]>onij  godes  mi^te. 
\)o  was  ])ere  gret  loye  bi-tweone  [is  sones]^  :  and  bim  and  eke  is  wiue» 
)>o  buy  weren  in  ri^te  fourme  :  io-gadere  alle  fine.  >  om. 

Euere  is  strengore  ore  swete  louerd  :  ])ane  ])e  deuel  at])ende  !     367 
And  symon  Magus-i3  tricberie  :  op-on  bim-sulf  it  gan  i-wiende. 
Al^  Auntiocbe  wel  gret  loue  :  opon  seint  petre  caste,  >  ai.  for 

And  sore  beom  longnede  after  bim  :  and  leten  bim  seebe  faste. 
IF  Scint  Petre  cam  to  Auntiocbe  :  ase  be  badde  er  I-lome : 
Men  and  wommen  of  ])e  lend  :  wel  glade  a-boute  bim  come,  372 

And  Anoureden  bim  8uy])e  mucbe  :  ase  ane  prince  of  godes  lawe 
And  Ase  beore  maister  and  beore  louerd —  :  buy  weren  of  bim  wel 

fawe; 
In  riche  cbayre  buy  setten  bim  :  and  knevlede  bim  bi>fore, 
And  beden  wel  ^eome  bim  wardi  beom  :  and  tecben,  ])at  beore  soulene 

neren  for-lore.  376 

IF  J^is  was  a-seint  petres  day  :  ])at  comez  in  feuerer, 
]?at  for  ])e  bonour  of  ])ulke  dede  :  men  belewiez  feor  and  ner. 
po  yia  dede  was  al  I-don  :  and  seint  petre  Joannes  i-wend, 
Symon  Magus  byede  ])udere  :  and  beold  bim  foule  I-scbeud.         380 
bi-fore  al  ])i8  folk  be  cam  :  '^  Mucbe  wonder  me  )>incbez,"  be  sede, 
"Jjat  icli  ouwer  soule-bote  bere-bi-fore  :  and  to  eouwer  guod  gan  eov 

rede,  \}  foi.  145  b.] 

J3at  30  ne  flouwen  petre,  fane  tricbour  :  fat  be  a-mong  eov  ne  come  ;^ 
And  nou^t  one  no^  Anoreden  bim  :  ake  wit  grete  nobleie  bim  nome 
And  an  beij  in  cbaire^  setten  bim  :  ase  be  eouwer  crist  were.       •o/.je 
Fleoth  fram  him,  ^if  ^e  wollez  i-sauede  boon  :  and  doth  ase  ich  eov 

lere  !  *'  *  HS.  in  chmirt  In  ehaire 

IF  ))o  al  fat  folk  i-heorde  f is  :  for  wrathf e  heo  weren  nei^  wode ; 

"  False  tricbour,"  buy  seiden,  "  f is  ofur  day  :  bi-fore  us  here  f ov 

stode  388 

And  seidest  fat  he  was  treowe  and  guod  :  and  fat  we  after  bim  do 

scholde. 
And  seist  noufe  fat  be  is  lufer  and  fals!  :  fi  ^wile  worth  sone 

i-3olde," 
buy  sturteii  forth  and  beoten   fis   foule  feof  :  fat  he  was  neij 

a-slawe ; 


ST.    F£T£R  IS   MARTYRED.      ST.  CLEMENT   IS   MADE   POPE         335 

AGAINST  HIS   WILL. 

Kadde  he  J>e  revlocur  i-cried  on  heom  :  hey^  wolden  him  habbe 
todrawe.  ir.huy  392 

Ase  he  mi3te,  he  crep  a-wei  :  with  many  a  luf  ur  strok. 
)}are  he  him-seolf,  ase  euerech  swyke  doth  :  him-seolf  he  bi-swok ! 

Seint  petre  ^eode  to  rome  :  with  his  desciple  ])reo. 
he  waste  ])at  is  tyme  was  uei)  :  ])at  he  Imartred  scholde  beo  :  396 
Seint  Clement  al  bi  is  daye  :  he  made  him  pope  at  rome, 
)}at  he  guode  ^eme  after  him  :  to  holie  churche  nome. 
IF  j5o  seint  petre  I-martred  was  :  seint  clement  him  bi-soujte  :  ^      399 
Jif  he  bi-lefte  pope  forth  :  ase  J>at  folk  him  bi-sou^te,  t^l'io^i^^^'Jomipfd. 
J3at  no^  pope  ne^  mi3te  aftur  him  :  Ane  of  ume  pope  make,       •  oz.  om. 
3 warn  so  huy  wolden,  Jjoru3  heore  wille  :  of  ur  for^  eni  mede  take ; 
J)at  he  him  bad  for  godes  loue  ;  fat  no  pope  bi  is  daye     J  JJ  'ioiJlld&'id 
Kou  ofur  pope  ne  scholde  maken  so  :  holie  churche  to  bi-traye  ;^  404 
For  a  wardein  of  hulie  churche  :  f  oru^  is  godnosse  man  schal  take, 
)}at^  noujt,  ase  it  were  bi  heritage  :  fat  o  freond  fat  ofur  make, 
he  tok  up  is  dignete  :  for  al  fat  man  him  bad,  >  ai.om.i  r. and? 

And  seint  lyn,  fat  was  a  guod  man  :  was  pope  in  his  stude  Imad. 
After  seint  lynes  daye  :  alle  f  e  men  wolde  409 

Seint  clemente  habbe  pope  Imad  :  ako  for  no-f  ing  ^eot  he  nolde ; 
Se[int]  ^  Clete  huy  maden  pope  f o.  :  ake  after  is  dui3e  a-uon      *  MS.  s« 
))at  fulk  heold  seint  clement  faste  :  Iniy  nolden  him  nou3t  for-gon ; 
^Alflingue  with  strencf  e  huy  maden  him  pope. :  and  f  o  hit  cam  f  ar-to, 
he  fondede  to  paye  euei^ech  Man  :  riche  and  pouere  al-so.  414 

he  honoui*ede  more  f e  pouere  Men  :  fane  he  dude  f e  riche, 
to  helpe  more  is^  soule  fane  is^  bodi —  :  for  huy  ne  beot  nou3t  Iliclia 
Sisyiue,  f  e  lustise  of  fe  lond  :  liadde  a  swif  e  guod  wijf,  >  a/,  pt 

J5at  foru3  sepnt]  cleme[n]t  I-cristned  was  :  for-to  amendi  hire  lijf. 
5  wane  heo  mi3te,  fram  hire  louerd  [heo  stole]  :  al  with-oute  fiere.  ^"  *'^ 
A  day,  ase^  heo  wolde  to  churche  gon  :  he  siwede  hire  wel  swif  e.^  420 
Sone  so  heo  to  churche  cam  :  and  hire  hovse-bonde  onder-3at,*  *  *  ^*-  ®"* 
A-drad  heo  was,  and  hudde  hire :  in  one  [deme]  stude  heo  sat.  ond?r-3at 
]?o  seint  clement  seide  is  oresun  :  and  is  clerkes  amen  seide,  423 

pe  lustise  i-werth  bof  e  def  and  blind.  :  wel  loude  he  gan  to  grede  : 
'*  3 ware  beo  3e  nouf e,  mine  men  1  :  ovt  30  moten  me  lede. 
For  Ine  mai  mi-seolf  I-seo  ne  heore.  :  3wat  mai  ich  to-rede  1 


336      8T.  OLBMENT   CURES   A   MAN   BUND   AND   DEAF.      THE   MAN 

AND   HIS  BETINUE  TURN   OHBISTIANS. 

Cometh  forth  to  me  euerechone  :  and  out  heonnes  ^e  me  leden  ! "  ^ 
his  Men  sturten  forth  And  nomen  him  op  :  huy  swatten  alle  for 

drede.  l  yT.  4S6-7  a/,  om.  [fol.146.]         428 

huy  beren  him  al-a-boute  ])e  churche  :  huy  ne  mitten  ])e  dore  finde  : 
5 wane  huy  wenden  atfe  dore  to  beo  :  ])anne  weren  huy  feor  bi-hinde. 
Sore  was  ])is  guode  wijf  a-drad  :  ]>o  heo  insai^  heom  so  fare :  431 

heo  A.xede  ^wat  hire  louerd  were —  :  for  no  leng  ne  mijte  heo  spare, 
huy  seiden,  "  for  he  wolde^  I-seon  and  I-heore  :  oJ>ur  J>ane  to  him 

bi-COmOy  '  orig.  hay  wohleii 

bi-eome  he  is  blijnd  and  def  :  here  in  ])e  churche  of  Eome." 

\)ia  guode  wijf  bad  ore  louerd  3eome  :  ])at  huy  mosten  pannes  ovt 

wende : 
po  founden  ])is  men  ^q  dore  a-non  :  and  wenden  out  at])enende.    436 
p'la  guode  wijf  bad  Clement  3eome  :  to  hire  louerd  come 
And  amend!  him  ])oru)  godes  grace  :  of  is  limes,  ])at  him  weren 

bi-nome.  >  ▼▼.  49»40  a/,  om. 

IF  Seint  clement  and  )>is  guode  wijf    to  ])is  lu])ere  man  gonne  teo  : 
huy  founden  him  loki  8wi)>e  brode  :  and  no-])ing  ne  mijte  i-seo.^    440 
Seint  clement  bad  ore  louerd  for  him  :  and  ^o  he  i-don  hadde, 
his  heoiingue  and  is  8i3t  him  cam  a-jein.  :  ake  neuere  ])onk  he  no 

had  J  6. 
For  a-iion  so  lie  i-sai3  seint  clement  stonde  :  bi  is  wiue,  he  wende 
And  seiJe  fat  he  hadde  bi  hire  i-leie  :  and  J?are-fore  he  him  a-blende. 
Jjis  guode  wijf  jeode  into  hire  preuetez  :  and  lesu  crist  [bad]  wel 

faste 
Jjat  hire  louerd  J)oru3  is  grace  :  in-to  betere  bi-leue  him  caste.         446 

SEint  petre  frani  heoueno  :  to  hire  a-li3te  a-doun  L^FortMwJ^' 

And  s[e]ide,  liire  louerd  scholde  i-saued  beo  :  J)oru3  hire  oresun ; 
**  For  seint  powcd  seide  ^  J?at  a  lufer  man  :  scholde  i-saued  beo       449 
j3oru3  guodnesse  of  a  godwomman  :  And  so  it  worth  bi  him  and  J>e." 
Jjis  guode  wyf  eode  to  hire  louerd  :  and  prechede  him  of  cristine-doni : 
So  fat  he  J?oru3  godes  grace  :  in-to  guode  bi-leue  he  com.  452 

he  liet  him  cristui  sone  a-non  :  and  al  is  may[n]e  fere, 
J3re  hondret  men  and  tweolue  :  with  him  i-cristnede  were. 
IF  Tralan,  fe  lufere  Amperour  :  herof  he  heorde  speke : 
he  swor  he  wolde  for  his  lustise  :  of  seint  clement  beo  a-wreke.     456 


ST.    CL:MENT,    though   pope,   is   driven   IXTO   the   WiLDERNESS.      337 
HE,   BY   A  MIRACLE,    MAKES  A   WELL   SPRING   THERE. 

he  comaundede  Mamertyn  :  ))at  was  an  o])ar  lustise,  ^  a/,  om. 

))at  he  scholde  maken  clement  ])e  pope  :  to  don  heom^  sacrefise 
0])ur  maken  him  out  of  londe  Heme —  :  ))at  he  ne  letc  it  noujt, 
Laste  heore  lawe  and  heore  godes  weren  :  foruj  him  to  grounde 

i-brOUjt.  ^  MS.  |>ou3         >  orig.  nam         *  h.  g.  at.  om.       460 

IT  J)is  lustise  wende  fo  wif  ^  gret  power  :  And  seiut  clement  he  nom  ;2 

And  for  he  nolde  don  heore  godes  ^  sacrefise  :  he  ^af  him  an  o])ar  dom  : 

))at  he  scholde  beon  out  of  londe  i-driue  :  into  wildemesse. 

Ase  a  ])eof  he  was  i-harlet  forth  :  in  wel  fyl  destre.^se.  464 

))o  he  into  wildemesse  cam  :  to  ])ousende  he  fond  ])ere 

Of  cristine  Men,  ])at  hadden  ))er  :  longue  i-woned  for  fere, 

Laste  ])e  Aumperoures  men  :  In  torment  heom  hadden  i-broujt ; 

And  huy  for  drede  of  strongue  defe  :  weren  in  feble  foujt. —       468 

For  manie  men  bi  ])iilke  daie  :  for  drede  of  ))ulke  J^ingue 

Ase  bestes  huy  leoueden  in  wildemesse  :  fo  cristinedom  bi-gan  furst 

springue. —  470 

Wel  glade  weren  ])is  guode  men  :  ])o  huy  seint  clement  i-seije : 
heo  jeoden  a-^ein  him  and  ])onkeden  god  :  weopinde  with  heore  eie. 
huy  maden  seint  clement  heore  Maister  ]7ere  :  pope  ase  he  was.  cfoi.i46b.] 
])are  nas  non  ])at  in  studefast  lijf  :  for  him  a-mendet  ne  was. 
"Water  huy  nadden  nei^  heom  non  :  bi  six  Mile  wei  wel  longue, 
Al  heore  drinke  huy  fetten  ]7are  :  in  wei^e  swi]7e  sf^onge.  476 

Seint  clement  [bad]  ore  louerd  crist  :  jif  hit  is  wille  were, 
])at  he  holpe  is  trewe  couent  :  and  sende  heom  watur  ]7ere. 
he  i-sai^  a  lomb  stonde  and  marki  :  with  is  rijt  fot  ane  stude : 
he  i-sai}  ])at  hit  ore  louerd  was  :  to  don  ])at  he  hadde  i-bede.         480 
IT  Seint  clement  jeode  and  smot  in  ])ulke  stude   :  as  ]7at  lomb 

markede  er : 
J)are  sprong  a  welle  fair  and  guod —  :  wel  gret  loye  was  J>er. 
J)\a  Miracle  was  widen  i-cud  :  fif  hondret  men  Jare-fore 
bi-comen  cristine  and  blesseden  fe  time   :  ]7at  seint  clement  was 

i-bore.  484 

))o  jede  he  for])ere  a-mong  )e  men  :  and  so  fair  Miracle  wroujte, 
Swi])e  muche  folk  to  guode  bi-leue  :  and  to  lesu  crist  he  brou3te. 
Fyf  hondred  of  Maumates  :  to  grounde  he  broujte  ))ere ; 
And  sixti  churche  and  fiftene  :  in  heore  studes  he  liet  a-rere.        48$ 

LEGENDS  OF  SAINTS.  Z 


338      ST.  0L1CMKNT   IS   DROWNED   IN   THE   SEA,  WHICH   WITHDRAWS, 
AND  DISCLOSES   A  CHAPEL  WHERE  HIS  BODY  IS  SHRINED. 

SO  ])at  trnlan  }e  Aomperour  :  her-of  heorde  telle : 
Ano  duyk  of  gret  power  he  sende  ]7udere  :  ])ane  guode  man  for- 

to  quelle.  ^  OTerlintd.  >  orig.  and  gr.  490 

p\B  doyk  him  nam  and  liet  to^  him  binde  :  grete^  stones  wel  ftiste, 
And  ladden  him  feor  in-to  ]>e  deope  se  :  and  ri^t  a-midde  him  caste. 
WellOi  muohe  was  }e  deol  :  ]>at  is  desciples  for  him  made  I        ^  r.  bad* 
In-to  ]>e  se  huy  omen  to  sechen  him  :  ase  feor  ase  huy  dorsten  wade. 
))o  huy  ne  mijten  neij  him  come  :  ore  louerd  wel  jeorne  huy  beade^ 
to  jiuen  heom  a  8i3t  of  seint  clement  :  }e  more  to  been  glade.       496 
Ase  huy  seten  opon  ])e  .se  :  and  crieden  on  him  wel  faste  and  ^eonie, 
])e  .se.  wel  swiftliche  hire  with-drav^^  :  and  with  gret  eyr  In  gan 

eorne :  >  oL  wi^drouj 

%o  ])at  with-inne  ])e  deope  .se  :  ]>reo  grete  Milene  and  more 
A  swi))e  fair  wei  and  druyo  fare  was  :  i-here[d]  beo  godes  ore  I      500 
piB  guode  men  bi  yia  faire  wei  :  In-to  ]>e  .se.  gonne  to  wcnde : 
Ane  churche  hui  founden,  of  Marbre  i-maud  :  ri3t  at]7e  weies  ende. 
With-Inne  ])e  churche  huy  founden  ane  cofre  :  of  seluer  and  of  golde 
And  ^rinne  seint  clementes  bodi  :  ase  ore  louer[d]  it  wolde.        504 
Welle,  louerd,  muche  was  ]>e  loye  :  ])at  ]>i8  guode  Men  inne  were, 
For  ]>e  faire  Miracle  of  seint  clement  :  ])at  huy  founden  )>ere ! 
huy  beden  heore  beden  jwat-so  huy  wolden  :  and  wenden  a^en  at- 

fenende : 
euere  orn  f e  se  after  heom  wel  faste  :  at  heore  helene  bi-hinde,      508 
For-to  heo  cam  to  hire  ri^te  stude  :  and  ]>are  heo  gan  atstondc. 
]?is  guode  men  serueden  god  ^e  bet  :  and  ]>onke[den]  jeome  is  sonde. 

Longue  f er-aftur  it  bi-feol  :  foru^  ore  louerdes  heste, 
fram  3er  to  jere  seue  dawes  :  at  seint  clementes  festes  512 

\>at  fe  se  ire  wolde  so  with-drawe  :  and  raakie  ane  wei  wel  druye 
To  f e  holie  chapele  of  seint  clement  :  Jat  no  watur  ne  scholdc  man 

a-nuye ; 
])at  ech  Man  alle  ))e  seuen  dawes  :  al  druye  wende  and  clone, 
For-to  honouri  fat  holie  bodi :  ase  it  bi-feol  eche  jere  ene ;  516 

And  Anon-ri^t  f  e  se  wende  a-^ein  :  with  watur  an  1  with  sly  me   C»  foi.  i47j 
^  After  fe  ei^te  dawes,  and  heold  him  so  :  for-to  an  ofur  3er  fat  tyme. 

Awommon  cam'  fudere  at  one  tyme  :  and  a  child  fat  was  hire 
tone,  '  HS.  cam  cam 


ST.   CLEMENT  KEEPS  A   BOT    ALIVE   FOR  A  YEAR   UNDER  THE   SEA.     339 
HIS   BODY   IS   PLACED   IN   ST.    CLEHBNT's   AT   ROME. 

For-to  A-novri  ])at  swete  bodi  :  as  it  was  mannes  wone.  520 

hit  feci  at^  ])e  endingue  :  of  ^e  sewepe  dai^e  ^  ms.  >at 

)>at  )>e  se  cam  eorne  &  rotte  ^eome  :  ase  ])at  child  a-slepe  lays. 

psit  folk,  ]>at  ]>are  was  bi-leued  :  bi-gonne  ateome  faste ; 

)}is  womman  louede  hire  lyf  al-so  :  ])at  hoo  nas  1101131  ])e  laste.       524 

])o  heo  was  to  londe  i-come  :  and  hire  sone^  mid  hire  nadde,  >  oreruncd. 

Muche  was  ])e  deol  ])at  heo  made  :  loude  heo  weop  and  gradde. 

grediude  heo  orn  and  longue  sou^te  :  a-boute  bi  pe  se-side, 

^if  )>e  .se.  him  hadde  up  i-cast —  :  heo  sou3te  a-boute  wel  wide.     528 

)}o  heo  ne  mijte  him  noujwere  i-iinde  :  weopinde  hom  heo  wende, 

And  bad  seint  clement,  of  hire  childe  :  ))at  he  sum  gladnesse  hire 

sende. 
heo  bi-lef te  al  ))e  jer  :  in  gret  sor  and  in  care.  >  «/.  wm  ^w 

Anopxa  jer  at  seint  clementes  tid  :  ])uder-ward  heo  wolde  farc.^  532 
To  J)e  chapele  jeome  heo  om  :  ])o  ])e  se  was  In  i-weved  :^  >  orig.i-wtn4 
^JDce^  sone  heo  fond  in  f  ulke  stude :  Jwire  heo  hine  hadde  bi-leued.  ^h^]3i; 
Sone  ])is  womman  nam  him  up  :  and  wende  ]7at  he^  ded  were.  >  ms.  heo 
pat  child,  ase  fei  it  woke  of  slepe  :  Axede  ^wat  heo  wolde  ]>ere.  536 
pis  womman  for  loie  gradde  loude  :  ]7at  folk  a-boute  hire  wende. 
And  ]>onkeden  god  with  grete  loye  :  ])at  swuche  miracle  him  sende. 
buy  axeden  hov  he  hadde  so  longue  i-leued  :  And  ;if  he  were  oujt 

i-drei)t 
"  hit  nis  novjt  longue,"  ]>at  child  seide  :  **  ake  to  sone  je  me^  habbez 

a-Weiat ;  *  ms.  m«  m«  *  ms.  3«  habbm  540 

Softe  and  swote  i  habbe^  i-slepe  :  onne]>e  me  ))incbez  o  ny^t 
Moste  ich  lengore  habbe  i-lei3e  :  me  hadde  i-beo  wel  i-dijt." 
With  gret  loye  buy  ladden  ])is  child  hom.  :  ])is  miracle  was  couth 

wel  wide. 
Man!  fair  Miracle  sein*  clement  dude  :  bi  ])e  sees  sides.  544 

H  J>e  se  ^vith-drovj  hire  wel  mani  a  jer  :  to  maken  men  druye  i-wende ; 
And  ])ulke  miracle  for  mannes  [sunne]  :  bi-lefde  seth])e  at]>en  ende. 
)}o  Men  founden  ]7is  holie  jwuchche  :  In  a  fair  place  stonde 
with  ]>is  holie  bodi  a-boue  )>e  se  :  al  on  druye  londe ;  548 

Muche  folk  with  fair  procession  :  ]>is  holie  bodi  nome 
And  ladden  it  forth  with  gret  honour  :  to  pe  churche  of  rome. 
)}are  is  nou^e  seint  clementes  churche  :  I-mad  with  quoynte  gynne. 

Z   2 


340     ST.    LAWRENCE   HAS   TREASURES   OF   HOLY   CHURCH,   AND   REFUSES 
TO   TELL   THE   EMPEROR   DECIUS   WHERE  THET  ARE. 

god  jiue  US  part  of  ))ulke  loy^e  :  ])at  seint  clement  is  inne.  552 

48    [Laurence.] 

SEynt  laurence  guod  man  was  :  and  in  strong  MartyMom 
he  endede  here  on  eorfe  is  lijf  :  and  to  f e  loye  of  heuene  he  com. 
Decius  J>o  Aumperour  :  fat  lufur  was  i-novj, 

And  is  lustise  Valerian  :  fat  to  alle  schrewe-hede  drov3,  4 

huy  wenden  and  soujten  cristine  Men  :  and  jwane  huy  enie  founde, 
huy  pineden  heom  with  gret  torment  :  and  brou^tcn  heom  sone  to 

ground  e. 
huy  comen^  and  founden  fene  bischop  sixte  :  and  a-slowen  hiiQ 

with  gret  WOU^.  ^  MS.  oomenen 

Seint  laurence  was  is  Ercedeckne  :  fat  guod  man  was  i-nov3.  3 

H  fo  fe  bischop  scholde  beon  i-nome  :  and  he  fat  cas  i-sei^, 
Seint  laurence,  is  Ercedekne  :  he  cleopede,  fat  was  him  nei3  : 
Al  fat  tresor  of  holie  churche  :  fat  he  to-gadere  drovj  [foi.  U7>3 

Seint  laurence  he  it  bi-tok  :  to  witien  it  wel.i-novj.  12 

fe  tormen tores,  fat  f  is  i-sei^en  :  heom  bofe  huy  nome  faste, 
Seint  sixte  and  seint  laurence  :  and  strongue  biendes  on  heom  caste, 
huy  ladden  seint  sixte  to  heore  false  godes  :  and  is  tweie  f elawes  al-so. 
And  scheweden  heom  heore  false  hymages  :  and  beden  heom  a-loute 
f  ar-to  ;  1 6 

])o  f  is  guode  men  nolden  don  so  :  ake  on  ore  louerd  huy  crieden  faste, 
huy  sniiten  of  heore  heuedes  sone  :  and  heore  bodies  fare  caste. 
j5o  Aumperoure  huy  senden  word  :  al  ^wat  huy  hadden  i-do. 
And  hov  seint  laurence  in  prisone  was  :  in  strongue  bendes,  al-so,  20 
And  hou  he  al  fat  tresor  hadde  :  of  churchene  to  him  i-diawe.^ 
))e  Aumperov[r]  i-heorde  f  is  :  he  was  glad  farof  and  fawe  :      *  At.  om. 
For  he  f ou3te  fat  tresor  al  habbc  :  f ei  it  were  a-3en  lawe. 
H  ))ane  holie  Man  he  liet  fette  :  and  bi-fore  liim  lede,  »  ms.  woiijMjiiche  24 
And  bi-heold  him  wel  stuyrneliche  :  and  wrotf cliche ^  to  him  sede  : 
"  Jware  is  fat  tresor  of  fe  churchene  :  fat  fe  was  i-bron3t'?" 
Seint  laurence  stod  wel  stille  :  and  ne  ansucrede^  him  ri^t  nou3t 
J)e  Aumperour  was  swif e  wroth  :  f o  he  ne  ^af  him  non  Answere ;   28 
A-non  he  woMo  habbe  defouled  him  :  vnnefe  he  it^  nii^te  for-bere. 
he  liet  cleopie  valerian  :  fat  was  is  hei^e  lustise,    »  ms.  ansueredede  *ai.oi». 


ST.  LAWRENCE   IS   OAST   INTO   PRISON.       HE   GIVES   A   BLIND      3il 
HEATHEN    HIS   SIGHT,  AND   CONVERTS  HIS  JAILER  YPOLIT. 

"Nim,"  ho  seido,  **feosne  Man  :  wel  faste  in  alle  wiso 

And  win  of  him  pat  tresor  :  and  make  him  don  sacrctise,  32 

Opur  bring  him  in  swuch  torment  :  fat  ofure  of  him  a-grise.'* 

];e  lustise  nam  fene  holie  Man  :  and  liet  him  binde  faste, 

And  bi-tok  him  Ypolite,  f  e  knyjt  :  In  strong  prisone  to  caste. 

he  broujte  [him]  in  strong  prisoun  :  and  bi-lek  him  faste  al-so,       36 

with  jjeoues   and  with  lufere    Men  :  fat   hadden  fe  Aumperoure 

mis-do. — 
On  hefene  man  fare  was  Inne  :  lucille  was  is  name, 
\).\t  hadde  f are-inne  so  mnche  i-wope  ;  for  seoruwe  and  for  schame, 
)?at  he  weop  out  bofe  is  ei3ene  :  and  al  blynd  was  bi-come.  40 

Seint  Laurence  hadde  reuf e  :  fat  is  sijt  him  was  bi-nome  : 
"  bi-lief,"  he  seide,  **on  lesu  crist  :  fat  for  us  schedde  is  blod, 
And  afong  cristinedom  :  ant  fov  schalt  babbe  f i  si^t  wel  gaod." 
"  Ich  bi-lieue,"  f is  of  ur  seide  :  "  on  him  with  al  mi  f  ou^t,  ii 

And  for-sake  alle  feos  false  godes  :  fat  ne  mo  wen  me  helpe  uou3t/' 
IF  Seint  laurence  baptizede  him  :  and  a-non-ri3t  with  f  e  dede 
his  ai^t  him  cam  wel  cler  and  guod.  :  f  o  bi-gan  he  a-non  to  grcde : 
** I-hercd  beo  swete  lesu  crist  :  fat  here  hath  icud  is  mi^te  48 

And  foru^  is  seriaunt,  seint  laurence  :  me  hath  i-sent  mi  8i3te  ! 
For  ase  je  wuten  euerechone  :  mi  sijt  me  was  bi-nome, 
And  foru3  lesu  crist  and  seint  laurence  :  it  is  me  a3ein  i-come." 
J^is  tyf ingue  sprong  sone  wide  :  so  fat  ofore  i-nowe  52 

J^t  wide  a-boute  blinde  weren  :  f uder-ward  faste  buy  drowe. 
IF  \>o  Ypolite  fis  i-sai3  :  fat  ore  louerd  hadde  swuch  mi3te 
])at  Alle^fe  blinde  fat  fudere  comen  :  anon  hadden  heore  Bi^tQ^ 
^"  Merci ! "  he  criede,  "  seint  laurence  "  :  and  to  lesu*  crist  him  nam, 
And  he,  and  al  is  maynie  :  nomeu  cristine-dom.         {}  foL  i48]  •  ms.  iu»a. 

Valerian  fare-after-ward  sone  :  ase  it  cam  in  is  f 0U3te,  58 

Sende  to  ypolite  f e    kny3t    :    fat  he    seint  laurence  him 
brou3te. 
"  Nov,  laurence,"  quath  ypolite  :  "  forth  ich  mot  f e  lede."  60 

"  Jq>  go  we  forth,"  seide  laurence  :  "  ne  schal  us  no-f  ing  drede  : 
\>Q  loye  of  licouene  is  al-3are  :  to  us  bofe  in  alle  wise." 
J)o  ladde  ypoiit  laurence  forth  :  bi-fore  f e  lufere  lustise. 
Valerian  fe  lustise  :  bi-heold  laurence  faste,  64 
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And  seide,  "bel  ami,  hov  longue  :  schal  ower  folie  i-lastel 
Tuym  ))i  J'ou^t,  ich  rede,  sone  :  and  scbewe  us  ^at  tresour 
Of  churchene  fat  )>e  was  bi-take  :  and  de-liuero  it  f e  Aumperour  I " 
IT  "  Sire  lustise,"  seint  lanrence  seide  :  "  ^if  fov  onder-stanst  resoun, 
j)ov  wost  wel  fat  ich  habbe  i-leye  :  longue  in  fat  prisoun, 
So  fat  i-ue  habbe  noii3t  fat  tresor  :  of  churche  here  nov  jare ;         70 
Ake  jif  me  free  dawes  furst  :  fat  ich  mouwe  a-boute  fare, 
And  ich  it  wolle  to-gadere  bringue  :  and  here  bi-fore  fe  lede."         72 
\)o  was  f e  lustise  swyf e  glad  :  of  wordes  fat  he  sede ; 
For  hope  of ^  fat  grete  tresor  :  and  for  none  of ur'  f ingue,  i  m9.  o^a?')>ar 
he  3af  him  respit  of  f reo  dawes  :  fat  tresor  forth  to  bringue, 
And  bi-tok  him  y polite  in  warde  :  fat  he  him  ajein  broujte.  76 

Forth  buy  went  1  en  wide  a-boute  ;  and  guod  tresor  buy  sou^te : 
AJle  fe  men  fatjiuy  mi3ten  finde  :  fat  pouere  and  feble  were, 
In  sicnesse  of ur  in  miseise  :  to-gadere  buy  broujten  fere,  79 

And  in  ypolitus  house  hudden  heom  :  And  wenden  to  fe  Aumperour. 
])e  Aumperour  hcom  Axede  sone  :  jware  were  fat  tresour. 
IT  "  Sire,",  seide  seint  laurence  :  "  redi  it  is  a-non."  » ortg.paUit 

he  wende  out  after  f e  selie  Men  :  and  bad  heom  with  him  gon. 
In-to  fe  paleis^  he  ladde  heom  forth  :  bi-foro  fe  Aumperour,  84 

"  Lo,  sire/'  lie  seide,  "  ich  habbe  i-brou^t  :  holi  churche  tresour. 
J3is  tresour  is  swif  e  holi  and  guod  :  and  euere  it  wole  i-laste, 
hit  ne  schal  neuere  wanie  :  ake  euere  wexe  faste ; 
In  eche  londe  it  is  redi  :  3wodere-so  ani  man  wiende;  88 

J3are-with  Man  may  fo  blisse  of  heouene  :  buggo  with-outen  ende,'*^ 
^'Ei,  traitre,"  seide  fe  Aumperour  :  "is  it  i-come  here-to]   ^aLiry.man. 
hastf  07  us  f  us  to  scorn  i-driuc  1  :  f  ov  no  schalt  non-more  so." 
he  liet  him  streope  nakede  a-non  :  and  with  smarte  scourgene  him 
bete,  92 

J3at  blod  ora  hi  is  limes  a-doun  :  bof  e  in  longfe  and  in  grete  (I). 
j3o  seide  fis  holie  man  :  "  louerd,  ich  f  onkie  f  e 
)3at  a-mong  fine  hohe  compaynie  :  f i  wille  is  to  bringue  me. 
And  f  ov,  wrechche  luf ere  f ing  :  f  ov  art  in  grot  torment  i-wis,        96 
In  wrathfe  and  soruwe  of  heorte  :  and  neuere  f e  worse  me  nis." 
"  A,  traytour,"  seide  fis  luf  ere  Man  :  "  neltf  ov  non-of  ur  singue  1" 
Alle  manere  of  tormenz  :  bi-fore  liim  he  liet  bringue, 
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Hokes  of  .Ire.,  and  3weoles  also  :  with  rasores  al-a-boute,  100 

And  a  bed  of  Ire  with  kene  pikes  :  al  brenninde  with-oute,    [foi.itfb.] 

Scourgene  of  led  and  raketei3e8  :  and  o))ere  wel  mani  on, 

])at  we  ne  conne  nou3t  alle  tellen  :  on  eor))e  nou))e  nis  swuoh  non. 

**Lo,*'  seide  )>e  Aump«rour  :  "  bi-hold  nouje  al-a-bonte,  104 

And  honovre  ore  godes,  ich  rede,  a-non  :  o])ur  herto  ^ov  schalt  loute  ;^ 

For  alle  pe  tormenz  ^at  ))oy  i-sixt :  and  jeot  wel  mo  ))ei^to,      >  oi.  roau 

bote  f  ov  tu3Tne  J>i  foujt  a-non  :  on  fi  bodi  achullen  beo  i-do." 

IT  "  )307  wrechche,"  seide  fis  holie  man  :  "  mi  wille  hath  euere  i-beo 

For-to  come  to  yia  murie  solas  :  ^at  ich  here  nouj^e  i-seo. 

\Yel  mo  tormenz  ))ane  here  beoth  :  to  fe  beoth  i-mad  al-jare  110 

lu  pe  pine  of  helle  :  3wane  ich  schal  to  ^e  loye  of  heaene  fare." 

Decius  ])e  Aumperour  po  :  fierde  ase  he  were  wod.  112 

])e  compaynie  of  tormentores  :  wel  prest  bi-fore  him  stod : 
he  het  heom  with  grete  staues  :  leggen  on  him  to  grounde. 
)}6  tormentores  leiden  on  him  :  and  madeu  him  mani  a  wounde. 
Ase  hay  beoten  pis  holie  bodi  :  seint  laorence  him  sede :  116 

**  ])ou  wrechche,  nonpe  ))oy  mi3t  i-seo  :  pai  I-nabbe  of  ^e  no  drede." 
''Nimez  a-non,"  quath  pe  Aumporour  :  ''and  makiez  is  torment 

more  1 " 
Wel  rcdie  weren  pe  schrewes  alle  :  to  don  aftor  is  lore : 
Irene  plates  al  brenninde  :  In  is  woundes  huy  duden  so  sore.        120 
'*  Swete  louerd,"  pia  holi  man  seide  :  *'  ich  bidde  pe  milce  and  ore : 
For  po  ich  was  harde  a-coupet  :  I-ne  fo^sok  ]>e  nou3t, 
Ake  po  me  Aj^eden  me,  ich  was  a-knowe  of  pt  :  with  worde  and 

with  J)ou3t." 
];o  decius  i-heorde  pia  :  for  wrath])e  be  gan  grede,  124 

And  liet  nimo  scourgene  :  with  grete  bottene^  of  lede  >  •!.  w»m 

And  liet  beten  pia  holi  man  :  pat  is  bones  breken  some ;       >  9A4tA  i«t«r 
p3it  he  was  op-on  pQ  points  of  deth  :  and  is  strencj^e  nei3  bi-nome. 
IT  '*  Louerd,"  he  seide,  "  lesu  exist  :  )>at  ))oledest  deth  [for^]  me,    128 
Onder-fong,  3wane  ich  heonnes  wiende  :  mine  soide,  ich  bidde  pt  I  ** 
1)0  cam  pSLTe  a  swete  voiz  :  Srdoun  fram  henene  anon, 
])at  peoB  wordcs  to  him  seide  :  ]}at  huy  heorden  ech-on  :   iM8.tomiiitorM 
"  3eot  pe  beoth  for  godea  loue  :  tormentes*  to  come  wel  mo."         132 
^  \>o  Decius  i-hcorde  p'lB  :  for  wrath)»e  he  gradde  and  wo : 
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"  I^,"  he  seide,  "  mine  barones  :  fat  mi  conseileres  30  beotb, 

Conseil.nimez  here-of ^  in  mine  court  :  of  finguo  fat  30  i-seoth : 

}e  i-heorez  wel  hov  )>e  deuele[n]  :  \rith  him  spekez  nov  here —      136 

For  of  f ing  fat  je  i-heorez  alle  :  he  ne  may  him  noujt  skere.  *  jStomT''* 

hny  comieth  here  and  confortiez  him  :  ase  ^e  i-heorez  ech-on. 

Strong  wichche  [h?]  is, fat  ne  doutez  :  of  ore  godes  ech-on ; 

Wel  hardi  he  is,  for  he  ne  tellez  :  of  alle  ore  tormenz  non.  140 

bi  fe  fei  fat  ich  owe  to  mahun  :  an-of ur  it  schal  gon  ) '' 

Scourgene  he  liet  nime  of  Ire  :  fat  harde  weren  i-novji 

And  is  flesch,  fat  was  er  bi-leued  :  fare- with  he^  to-gnovj.         *  a/,  ma 

po  is  flesch  fus  defouled  was  :  fat  reovfe  it  was  to  seo,  144 

**  )3eof,"  he  seide,  "  ^eot  f ov  schalt  :  In  wel  more  torment  beo." 

his  chekene  and  is  mouth  a-boute  :  he  liet^  bete  with  stones,     lUA.  I4»]. 

And  daschte  f  e  tiez  out  of  is  heued  :  and  to-breken  is  bones.    ^  xs.  ii«to 

**J)ov  wrechche,"  he  seide,  "bi-fionch  fi-seolf  :  and  tome  sone  fi 

foujt!"  148 

IT  *'  Sire  Aumperour,"  laurence  seide  :  *'  fov  spext  al  embe  noujt : 
I-nelle  honovri  none  of  ur  godes  :  fane  lesus,  in  none  wise ; 
For  him  ich  louie,  and  euere  wolle  :  don  him  sacrefise." 
})o  Decius  him  hadde  i-do  :  al  fat  he  coufe  bi-fenche,  152 

"  Certes,"  he  seide,  "  fov  schalt  beo  ded  t  ne  schaltf ov  noujt  so  at- 

blenche." 
Strong  fuyr  he  lieth  maken  and  gret :  and  a  gredire  f ar-on  sette, 
Jjene  holie  Man,  seint  laurence  :  f  ar-to  he  liet  fette 
And  al-a-long  opon  fe  gredire  :  ouer  f e  fure  him  caste,  15d 

J5e  tormentores  stoden  al-a-boute  :  and  bleowen  fat  fuyr  wel  faste ; 
with  Irene  pikes  buy  pulten  him  :  and  schouen  In^  faste  a-boue. 
Louerd,  muche  was  f e  pyne  :  fat  he  soffrede  for  f i  loue  1  »  ol  iiim 

^  J)at  fuyr  bi-neofe  rostede  him  :  al  quic  mid  flesch  and  blode,         160 
And  f  e  Irene  pikes  in  is  flesch  :  ful  bitterliche  buy  wode. 
Seint  laurence  bi-gau  to  speke  [fo]  :  and  to  fe  Anmperore  he  sede  : 
**  )5ov  luf ere  wrechche,  it  ne  deriez  me  nou^t  :  al  fine  liif ere  dede. 
Nim  3eme  fat  fine  fuyrie  coles  :  wel  muche  a-kelez  me,  164 

And  into  f  o  strongue  fuyre  of  belle  :  buy  schullen  bringue  f  e. 


n 


LOuerd  Tesu  crist,  fov  it  wost  :  I-ne  habbe  fe  nou3t  for-sake, 
Ake  claiilichc  mi  bodi  an«l  al  mi  f  ou3t :  f  0  ich  habbe  bi-take." 
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'  })o  bi-heold  he  pene  Aumperour  :  with  fair  semblaunt  and  louv^ :  IG8 
"  j5ov  wrechche,"  ho  seide,  "  fou  hast  i-rosted  :  ^alke  one  side  i-nouj : 
Torite  hire  opward  and  .et.  hire  noufe  :  for  jare  heo  is  fare-to ; 
And  wiend  and  roste  fat  ofur  side  :  fat  heo  beo  i-nov^  al-so.*'^ 
IF  po  bi-heold  he  up  on  hei^  :  and  toward  heouene  is  Eyene  caste, 
And  seide  :  ''swete  Tesu  crtst  :  Ich  fonki  fe  wel  faste       >  ai.irr.mon. 
pat  ich  it  habbe  of-serued  :  at  fine  jates  In  to  wiende."  174 

"With  fulke  worde  he  deide  fo  :  and  broute  is  lijf  to  ende.^  >  a/.f  vT-more. 
Ypolit,  fe  guode  kny^t  :  fat  he  brou^te  to  cr/stine-dom,  176 

And  fat  him  wuste  in  prisone  .er  :  swyfe  sori  bi-com  : 
bi  ni3te  he  wende  stillede-liche  :  and  f  is  holie  bodi  he  nom 
And  burede  hit  wel  stillede-liche  :  after  is  hnrde  dom. 
Louerd,  mnche  was  fe  pine  :  fat  he  folede  here :  180 

hit^  is  wel  ri3t  fat  he  beo  :  Apostles  i-fere.  >  ms.  uii 

Kovf e,  lesu,  for  fe  grete  pine  :  fat  seint  laurence  here  hadde, 
Vs  bringue  to  fulke  loye  :  fat  fine  Aungels  his  soule  ladde.     Amen. 

49    Vita  sanoti  Kenelmi  Begis. 

SEint  Kenelm,  f e  jongae  kyng  :  fat  holi  martyr  is, 
he  was  kyng  in  Engelonde  :  of  f  e  Marche  of  Walis. 
Kyng  kenulf  his  fador  hiet  :  he  was  kyng  fare  also ; 
pe  Abbeie  of  wynchecoumbe  he  liet  arere  :  And  fare-inne  monekes 
do;  4 

And  Aftor  is  def e  b^  was  fare  i-bured  :  and  3eot  he  lijth  fere 
In  f e  Abbeije,  fat  jeot  stant :  fat  he  him-seolf  liet  a-rere. 
)}o  was  wynchecombe  gret  cite  :  and  mest  of  i-nov3 
Of  al  fulke  half  of  Engelonde  :  so  feor  so  his  lond  drou3.    [foi.  i4»  t.]  8 
Fyf  kingues  fare  weren  fulke  tyme  :  In  engelonde  i-do, 
For  Enguelond  was  guod  and  long  :  and  sum-del  brod  al-so. 
A-bouten  ei3te  hondret  mile  :  Engelond  long  is 
Fram^  f  e  South  into  f  e  North  :  and  to  houndret  brod  i-wis      >  ms.  tnn 
Fram  f e  Est  into  f e  West  :  al-so  fare-inne  booth 
Manie  wateres  guode  i-nowe  :  fat  men  al  dai  i-seoth.  14 

bote  f  reo  wateres  principales  :  of  alio  no  beoth,  i-wis  : 
))at  .on.  is  bomber,  fat  ofur  seueme  :  and  tomes  fe  fiidde  is.  16 

To  f 0  North-so  hombur  geth  :  fat  is  on  of  f o  beste, 
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And  Temese  into  ^e  est-se  :  and  seueme  into  fe  weste. 

IT  J)eos  fijf  kyngus  of  Engelonde  :  ^at  weren  bi  olde  da  we, 

hadden  heore  part  ech  bi  liim-seolf  i-deld  :  ase  it  was  ri3t  and  lawe. 

})e  kyng  psit  was  of  pe  March  :  he  hadde  al  ^at  beste  : 

Muche  del  he  hadde  of  Engelond  :  ]>at  on  half  al-bi  wesie,  22 

"Wyrecestre-schire,  and  ware-wike-schire :  and  f e  schire  of  gloucestre — 

)^at  is  nei^wat  al  o  bischopriche  :  ])e  bischopes  of  wyrecestre.  24 

he  hadde  ))ar-to  chastre-schire  :  and  derbi-schire  al-so. 

And  stafiford-schire — fat  beoth  alle  :  to^  one  bischope-riche  i-do,  ^•'.in 

In  pe  bischop-riche  of  Chastre  :  and  3eot  heo  beoth  f  ar-to, 

Schrobbe-schire  sum  :  and  warewyke-schire  haluen-del  al-so.  28 

)>is  king  hadde  al-so  hereforde-schire  :  fat  o  bischopriche  is, 

Ake  Schrob-schire  fallez  haluendel  :  to  fiilke  schire,^  i-wis, 

And  sum  of  warewike-schire  :  and  of  gloucestre-schire  al-so. 

Sethf e  hadde  f e  king  of  f e  March  :  wel  more  lond  fer-to :  32 

Nore-hampte-sc^ire,  and  boking-ham-schire  :  and  f  e  schire  of  Oxen- 

ford,  1  0/.  biichoprlclie 

Leycestre-schire,  .  lincolne-schire  :  and  f  e  schire  of  hert-ford — 

P&t  is  al  0  bischopriche  :  fat  of  lincolne  nouf e  is, 

jTat  ^wuylene  was  of  deorkcestre  :  binside  Oxenforde,  i-wis.  36 

Sethf  e  hadde  f  e  king  of  f  e  March  :  Notingham-schire  f  er-to — 

In  f e  bischopriche  of  Euerwike  :  bote  f  o  nas  it  noujt  so. 

})o  was  al  f  is  lond  i-cleoped  :  f  e  Marche  of  Walis  : 

Of  al  f  is  seint  kenclmes  fader  :  he  was  king,  I-wis.  40 

Non  of  alle  f  e  of  ere  kyne-riches  :  a-jein  f  is  kinedom  nas ; 

And  w}  nche-coumbe  of  al  f  is  lond  :  chef  Cite  f  o  was. 

J)is  fijf  kyngues  fat  weren  f o  :  fat  on  was  of  kent,  i-wis, 

And  fe  ofer,  ase  ich  ou  seide  er  :  of  fe  Marche  of  walis,  44 

Of  Esex,^  and  of  North-homberlond  :  and  of  est-lond  al-so —  » r.Wniuf, 

J)is  fijf  kynedomes  in  engelond  :  in  fat  time  weren  i-do. 

J5e  king  of  west-sex  hadde  f  o  :  al  wilte-schire,  i-wis,  »  of.  poncte 

And  Deorkecestre,^  and  barroke-scliire  :  fat  al  o  bischopriche  is,      48 

To^  fe  bischopriche  of  salesburi —  :  ake  f o  nas  it  eo  nou^t,^  ,  orfg/nonat  w 

For  f  e  chief  stude  of  f  e  bischopriche  :  at  schirboume  was  i-wrou^t 

Sethf  e  hadde  f  e  kyng  of  west-sex  :  south-sex  al-so, 

J5e  welde  and  al  f e  bischopriche  :  of  Cicestre  f  er-to ;  53 
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EXTENT   OF   THE   KINGDOMS   OF   WESSEX,  EASTLAND,  &0, 

And  southampte-schire  and  8o))6reje  :  ]>at  of  pe^  bischopricbe  is,^  ^  r.  o 

}je  bischopriche  of  wynchestre  :  fat  juyt  is  ))ere,  i-wis ;  P  (cl  iw] 

And  somer-sete  [fat]  to  welles  :  fulke  tymedrouj —    »ai.  jtwiu^wriiuou) 

Nov  it  is  J>e  bischopriclie  of  bafe  :  je  scbullen  i-wyten.^  56 

IF  \>e  kyng  of  west-sex  hadde  setbf e  :  al  deuene-schire,  i-wis; 

And  Comwaile,  fat  in  f e  biscbopricbe  :  of  Eccestre  noufe  is. — 

\)e  king  of  kent  was  f  o  kyng  :  of  al  f  e  londe  of  keot^ 

))at  weren  inne  tweie  biscbopriches  :  and  jeot  nis  it  noujt  i-went :  60 

])e  biscbopricbe  of  Caunterburi  :  fat  in  Engelonde  jeot  is  bext, 

And  f e  biscbopricbe  of  Eoucestie  :  fat  inf e  west^de  is  next — 

}je  king  fat  was  of  ast-londe  :  king  was  of  Nortb-f oik,  *  jViS*!^  ^"p* 

)}e  biscbopricbe  of  North wicb  :  and  alnso  of  soutb-folk  64 

And  al  f e  biscbopricbe  of  bely  :  fat  fe  Yle  of  bely  jeot  is, 

And  grauntebrogge-scbire  :  fare-to  fallez,  i^wis ; 

Seint  Eadmund  was  of  fat  lond  :  kyng  bi  olde  dawe — 

For  be  was  in  is  owene  lond  :  for  is  guodnesse  Srslawe. —  68 

J>e  kyng  of  Nortb-bumber-lond  :  was  kyng,  icb  onder-stonde. 

Of  al  fe  londe  bi-^eonde  boumber  :  A-non  into  scotlonde, 

pe  biscbopricbe  of  Eoaerwik  :  and  of  Dayrbam,  i-wis ; 

Scint  Oswold  bi  olde  dawe  :  was  kyng  of  al  fis.  72 

)}us  manie  kyngues  weren  :  jwylene  in  Engelonde, 

And  beore  londes  de-partede  weren  :  fas,  icb  under-stonde. — 

pQ  kyng  fat  was  of  fe  marcb  :  ase  icb  telle  bi-gan, 

Eenulf  kyng  be  was  i-cleoped  :  swife  boli  and  guod  man  :  76 

Seint  kenelm  was  is  sons  :  and  is  eir  al-so ; 

Borewenild  and  quendritb  :  weren  is  dou3trene  two. 

In  f  e  foure-and-tweotif  e  3ere  :  of  is  kynedom 

))e  kyng^  kenolf  deide  :  and  to  fe  lole  of  beuene  be  com —  80 

hit  was  a£ftur  fat  ore  louerd  :  in  bis  moder  a-li^te  *  cm  tht  marvui. 

Ei^te  hundret  jer  and  Nyntene  :  bi  a-countes  ri^te. 

IT  Seint  kenelm,  is  }onge  sons  :  In  is  seuenf  e  ^ere 

kyng  was  I-mad  aftur  him  :  al-fei  he  }ong  child  were.  84 

his  [o]  soster  Borewenild  :  louede  him  i-nou^ 

And  in  eche  manere  :  to  alle  guod-nesse  heo  drou). 

Qaendritb,  fe  of  ur  soster  :  of  hire  maneres  nas  nou^t, 

Eor  heo  tomede  to  foolonie  :  and^  to  quede  biro  fon^t.      »  orig.ant    88 
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AND   PLOTS   HIS   DEATH.       HE  IS   WARNED   BY   A  DREAM. 

^  lieo  i-sai^  ]7at  hire  ^ungue  bro})er  :  ]7at  nas  nou^t  of  seue  }er, 

kyng  was  i-niad  of  al  ))at  lond  :  J^at  heore  fader  hadde  er : 

to  bim  heo  hadde  gret  onde  :  }at  he  scholde  so  riche  beo 

And  eir  of  hire  fader  lond  :  and  of  more  power  ^ane  heo ;  92 

heo  fou3te,  3if  heo  mijte  bringue  :  f is  child  of  lijf-dawe, 

pai  heo  wolde  of  is  heritage  :  beo  quene  with  lawe. 

Al  hire  foxi^t  was  ni^t  and  day  :  to  bi-]7enche  sum  outrage, 

l)di  fis  child  were  i-brou3t  of  dawe  :  for-to  habbe  is  heritage.  96 

heo  porueide  hire  ri3t  feolonliche  :  A  poysun,  strong  i-nouj, 

For-to^iue  fis  3ongue  child  :  to  slen  him  with  wouj.  [foi.  i5o  bO- 

po  ^at  poysuD  him  was  i-^iue  :  ])at  so  strong  and  lu))er  was, 

Ore  louerdes  mi^te  was  so  muche  :  ))at  no-]>e  worse  him  nas.  IQO 

po  ))e  lu])ere  quene  ))at  i-sai  :  f&t  hit  was  al  for  noujt, 

psit  no  poysun  ne  mi3te  him  sle  :  heo  J^oujte  an  djpux  ])0U3t. 

p\a  3ongue  child  aue  maister  hadde  :  ))at  his  wardein  was-^     _. 

Askebert  he  was  i-cleoped  :  a  strong  trichour,  alas !  .104 

For  noman  ne  may  to  o))ur  :  sonere  tricherie  do 

J)ane  fiike  ))at  is  him  euere  nei^  :  and  pat  he  trist  mest  to.    . 

IT  Jjis  luf ere  quene  bi-f ou3te  hire  :  of  one  false  wrenche —   .         JOT 

Men  seith  ])at  feolonie  nas  neuere  non  :  psX  womnian  ne  can  bi-penche.' 

with  ))is  Askebert  heo  spac  :  ^is  child  to  slen  and  spille;  . 

heo  bi-het  him  mede  and  guod  i-novj  :  and  of  eche  fing  don  is  wille. 

So  fat  fis  to  luj^ere  J^ingues  :  weren  at  one  rede, 

And  bi-speken  hou  huy  mijten  best  :  don  J)e  lufere  dede.  112 

J5e  3wyl&  huy  bi-speken  bofe  :  fis  ^ongue  child  to  quelle^ 

J5is  swete  sweuene  J)is  child  matte  :  fat  ich  ov  woUe  nouf e  telle  : 

him  f ou3te  fat  fare  stod  a  treo  :  ri3t  bi-fore  is  bedde, 

J5at  a-non  to  fe  steorrene  it  tilde  :  and  swyf  e  wide  it  spradde ;      116 

Jjis  treo  was  fair  and  noble  i-nov3  :  And  schon  wel  bri3te  and  wide^ 

Ful  of  blostmene  and  of  fruyt  :  and  mani  a  riche  bou3  bi-side, 

beruinde  wex  and  laumpes  al-so  :  ficke  brenninde  and  li3te — 

So  noble  treo  nas  neuere  i-sei3e  :  ne  non  fat  schon  so  bri3te.  120 

him  fou3te  he  c[l]am^  op-on  fat  treo  :  to  fexte  bowe  an  hei3    >  ms.  cam 

And  l)i-heold  a-boute  in-to  al  fe  world  :  and  a-perteliche^  i-8ei3. 

Jjo  3\vyle  he  stod  open  fis  treo  :  and  bi-heold  a-boute  so,  *  o/.  prat«  inouj 

him  fou3te  fat  on  of  is  nexte  fiend  :  and  fat  be  truste  mest  to,      12'1 


ST.  kenelm's  nurse,  wolvene,  interprets  his  dream.      349 

HIS  TUTOR  ASEEBERT   DIQS   A   PIT  TO   PUT  HDC  INTa 

On  J)e  grounde  stod  bi-nefe  :  and  smot  a-to  J)ia  tree, 

J5at  it  feci  a-doun  to  grounde  :  fat  deol  it  was  to  seo. 

to  aluyte  foul  he  ^  bi-cara  :  non  fairore  ne  mijte  non*  beo,        >  us.  ich 

And  bi-gan  with  loye  i-novj  :  rijt  into  heouene  flea       •  om.  non    1 28 

J)o  .J)is  child  f oujte  so  :  at  wynchecombe  he  lay : 

he  a-wok  and  [in]  grete  foujte  was  :  bofe  nijt  and  day,  » us.  iiii-e 

he  nuste  jwat  tockninge  it  was  :  wel  J>e  more  was  his  ^  foujt ; 

Are  he  farof  sum-fing  wuste  :  blife  nas  he  noujt.  1 32 

his  norice,  fat  him  hadde  i-fed  :  and  with  hire  milk  forth  i-broujt, 

])at  child  heo  louede  euere  muche  :  with  dedes  and  with  foujt ; 

To  hire  fat  cluld  triste  mest  :  — woluone  hire  name  was : 

pis  child  tolde  hire  priueliche  :  of  is  metingue  al  is  cas.  1 36 

Jjo  fis  Norice  hadde  i-heord  :  f e  sweuene,  fat  was  so  guod, 

heo  bi-gan  to  siche  sore  :  and  in  grete  f  oujte  stod ; 

**  Alas,"  heo  seide,  "  fat  ich  scholde  :  euere  f is  day  a-bide, 

])at  mi  child,  mi  sweie  heorte  :  swych  cas  schal  bi-tide !  140 

Alas,  mi  child,  mi  swet-e  fode  :  fat  ich  habbe  forth  i-broujt, 

J)i  soster,  fat^  bi-spekez  fi  deth  :  to  quelle  fe  heo  hath  i-fou^t.  >  ai.  om, 

Ake  f e  foul,  fat  f ou  bi-come  to  :  and  to  heuene  gan  i-wende,     [foi.  isi] 

Jjat  was  fi  soule,  fat  fudere  schal  :  aftur  fi  Hues  ende." —  144 

Jjis  metyngue  bi-cam  soth  i-nouj  :  fat  he  fond  atf e  laste. 

For  is  soster  and  Askebert  :  bi-speken  is  deth  wel  faste. 

Askebert  seide  a  day  :  fat  f is  child  scholde  wende 

An  hontingue,  to  pleijen  him  :  bi  fe  wodes  ende,  148 

And  he  with  him,  ase  hit  was  rijt  :  to  witien  him  bi  f e  wei^. 

he^  wende  to  f  e  wode  of  clent :  ase  it  were  heom  for-to  pleie.  *  =  heo.imy 

Ase  huy  wenden  a-boute  fe  wode  :  ase  ore  louerd  jaf  f e  grace, 

grete  wille  fat  child  hadde  :  fare  to  slepen  in  one  place ;  152 

A-douQ  he  lai  wel  soffteliche  :  and  gan  to  slepe  a-non« 

Askebert  ne  foujte  uou^t  :  fat  he  scholde  fannes  gon. 

bi-side  in  one  deme  stude  :  he  gan  to  deluen  faste 

Ane  put,  3 wane  fat  child  were  ded  :  fare-inne  liim  to  caste.  l.^G 

p&t  child  bi-gan  a-wakien  sone  :  ase  f ei  it  were  bi  cas. 

After  is  roaister  he  bi-heold  :  and  ne  saij  nou^t  )ware  he  was. 

Ake  ore  louerd  him  jaf  f e  grace  :  f ei  he  nuste  nou3t  of  is  dede, 

pjit  he  spac  to  his  maister  :  and  feos  wordes  sede :  160 
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"  jxm  trauailest,"  he  sdide,  "  a-boute  noojt :  and  ^ine  jwyle  ])oa  doet 

spille, 
For  in  ane  o]mre  stude  i  schal  deie  :  jware  hit  is  godes  wills ; 
And  ])oni)  tokningue  of  ]>is  jeordo  :  ]>ou  schal  wel  i-seo 
])are^  al  ]>i  wilie  ]>ou  mijt  do  :  ]>at  ich  i-martred  bea"     *  •i.whAiM  164 
Forth  wende  })is  Inhere  man  :  and  )ds  child  also, 
buy  comen  to  on  o})ur  stude  :  ]>are  ^e  dede  was  i-do. 
)>is  niaister  nam  ]>e  jeorde  :  and  sette  hire  on  ^e  gronnde : 
And  heo  bi-gan  to  leui  })are  :  in  wel  luyte  stotinde,  168 

And  a  8wy]>e  gret  Asch  bi-cam  seth^e  :  and  jeot  stant  in  ^ulke  place, 
to  scliowi  ])e  mi)te  of  saint  kenelm  :  and  ore  loaerdes  grace. 
))es  lu})ere  man  nam  ^ia  child  :  in  fe  wode  of  klent 
And  ladde  him,  ase  men  doth  a  ]>eof  :  to  a-fongue  is  Inggement,  172 
he  ladde  him  into  a  priue  stude  :  al  out  of  )>e  wei^e, 
bi-twene  [twei]^  huUes  heije  :  into  a  deop  ualeie.  >  om. 

f  pis  child  j)oru3  })e  holi  gost  :  )>ei  }e  o]>ur  it  nolde  him  telle, 
Wuste  wel  is  lu}>ere  ])ou)t :  ]>at  he  him  wolde  a-quelle ;  176 

And  yo  he  targede  a  luyte  :  ^1%  lu]>ere  dede  to  done, 
)>at  child  seide  wel  mildeliche  : ''  )wy  ne  dost  you  sons  1 " 
he  bi-gan  Ane  saume  ]>at  men  singuth  :  in  holie  churche  a-day, 
J)at  was  "  te  deum  laudamus  "  :  are  fat  he  a-doun  lay.  180 

Ei^t  ase  he  scide  an  hoIi  vers  :  ]>at  )^are-inne  was  and  is, 
A-latyn  i- write,  as  alls  fe  ofure  :  and  Jje  englisch  so  is  fis 
"  Jje  faire  compaygnie  of  Martyrs  :  louerd,  herieth  J>e  :  *' 
Eijt  ase  he  hadde  })at  fers  i-seid  :  as  ^  boc  tellez  mo,  184 

l)e  lu]>ere  man  smot  of  is  heued  :  onder  an  haw3)K>m-treo, 
])are  ase  godes  wille  was  :  )^at  he  i-martred  scholde  beo. 
A  coluere,  3wijt  so  eni  milk  :  out  of  him  gan  teo 
And  ri^t  euene  heo  was  i-sei^e  :  into  heouene  fleo.  [foi.wiK]    188 

Onnefe  he  was  seue  ^er  old  :  are  he  i-mortred  were — 
Alto  soth  is  sweuene  was  :  ase  [men]  mijten  i-seo  Jjere  ! 
If  J^is  lufere  man  fat  him  a-slov^  :  bi-gan  to  delue  faste 
And  made  ane  put,  deop  i-nou^  :  and  fare-inne  fis  child  caste ;     192 
he  burede  hit  fare  faste  i-nou  :  fat  he  i-founde  nere. 
And  wende  horn  a-jein  in  is  wei  :  and  liet  him  ligge  fere. 
To  Quendrith,  his  lufere  soster  :  a-non-ri^t  he  gan  i-wonde 
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And  tolde  al  ^Ib  lu]>ere  dede  :  hou  he  was  i-broujt  to  ende.  196 

})eoB  womman  was  ]>o  glad  i-nou^  I  :  A-boute  heo  sonde  a-non 
For-to  saisi  alle  his  londes  to  hire  :  and  )>e  maneres  euerech-on. 
And  list  hire  makien  quiene  of  ^e  Marche  :  ase  hire  broj^nr  was  king. 
A  schrewe  lauedi  heo  was  i-novj  :  and  wicke  porvL)  alle  ]>ing  1        200 
heo  wende  a-boute  ope  al  hire  lond  :  and  nam  hire  manrede,^ 
And  bi-cam  stuyrne    and  bi-ladde  hire  men  :  harde  with  muche 

Wrech-hede.'  >  orlg.  manradt      *  al.  2  w.  mort. 

heo  liet  bote  into  al  ]>at  lond  :  ya,i  no  man  so  wod  nero 

to  nemmen  hire  bro]>er  name  :  for  loue  ne  for  fere ;  204 

And  )if  man  mi^te  ani  i-wite  :  ]>at  nadde  it  noujt  bi-leued, 

p&t  he  were  sone  i-nome  :  and  i-smiten  of  is  heued. 

j)VL8  fierde  ]>is  lu]>ere  womman  :  and  sturede  hire  wel  faste ;  207 

psit  no  man  ne  dorste  hire  broj^ur  bi-mene  :  buy  weren  so  sore  a-gaste. 

And  euere  lai  y\6  holie  bodi  :  i-bured  swi]>e  stille, 

])at  no  man  ne  dorste  of  him  speke  :  a-jein  ^q  quiene  wille. 

So  longue,])at  he  was  al  for-jite  :  ]>o  men  ne  moste  of  him  speke. 

Ake  hit  nas  noujt  }&t  at]>e  lasts  :  ore  louerd  him  nolde  a-wreke.    212 

psme  no  man  nolde,  })at  witti  was  :  of  him  ]>enchen  ene, 

Ore  louerd  nolde  non^t  fat  he  were  :  allingues  for-^ite  so  clene ; 

Jwane  no  man,  })at  witti  was  :  of  him  ne  hadde  muynde, 

A  doumb  best,  fat  is  with-oute  witte  :  hadde,  a-^ein  kuynde.         216 

For  a  wydewe  hadde  ane  jwite  kov  :  fat  wonede  fare-bi-side, 

pai  jeode  a-dai  to  fetten  hire  mete  :  in  fe  wode  wel  wide 

])o  seint  kenelm  was  i-bured  :  in  fe  valeie  fare  doune. 

pis  kou  wolde  eche  daye  :  jwane  heo  come  fram  toune  220 

to  gaderi  hire  mete,  with  of  ure  kuyn  :  heo  wolde  gon  al  one 

Fer  a-doun  into  f  is  valeie  :  and  hire  felawes  bi-leue  ech-one. 

And  sitte  hi  fis  holie  bodi  :  al  fe  longue  dai, 

Ase  it  were  for-to  honouri  him  :  for  hit  so  one  lay ;  224 

And  so  heo  sat  with-oute  mete  :  al  fe  day  to  fen  ende, 

And  jwane  hit  atf  e  eue  was  :  hamward  heo  wolde  wende. 

3 wane  heo  cam  hom  at  eue  :  fair  and  round  heo  was, 

And  swyf  e  Miclch  al-so  :  — ^f at  was  a  wonder  cas  1  228 

For  fare  ne  was  no  of ur  kov  :  fat  half  so  mucho  milk  jeoue ; 

heo  ne  jaf  armorewe  nofe  lasse  :  fei  heo  wore  i-milked  an  eue,^  *  ii.^' 
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t'olk  fat  ]>is  wonder  i-sai3  :  guode  ^eme  alle  huy  nome 

And  a-waiteJen  wel  a  dai  :  3  ware  ^e  kou  bi-come.  ItcA,  iss]  232 

Heo  seien  hire  sitte  al  ]>e  day  :  in  ]>e  valeie  })are  doune, 

Stille  in  one  stude,  meteles  :  for-to  heo  eode  an  eue  to  tonne. 

Ake  3wi  heo  sete  J^are  so  :  heo  ne  mijten  i-wite  no]>ing ; 

bote  in  heore  heorte  buy  onder-stoden  :  ]>at  it  was  sum  tokning.    236 

For  })is  kov  wonede  so  ]>ere  :  and  adai  droii)  hire  ])are-tOy 

)>e  ualeye  men  cleopeden  ''  koubache  "  :  and  jeot  men  doth  al-so.— 

In  kovbache  ])at  holie  bodi  :  lai  wel  mani  a  jer, 

)>at  men  nusten  of  him  no-})ing  :  ase  ich  ov  seide  er :  240 

For  is  soster,  ])at  was  so  forth  ^  :  in  grete  prayte  i-brou)t,     ^  at.  fm:  and 

So  gret  J'rotningue  for  him  heo  made  :  ]>at  men  ne  dorsten  him 

nemme  nou^t. — 
})o  j^is  bodi  ne  moste  beo  :  i-founde  in  Engelonde, 
Ore  lonerd,  ^&t  wot  alle  ]>ing  :  to  him  he  sende  is  sonde.^  244 

Ase  ]>e  pope  stod  at  rome  :  in  his  masse  a  day  ^  at.  )>erio  Mttt  u  hondi 

At  seint  peteres  weouede  :  ase  mnche  folk  )yat  insai, 
A  coluere,  jwijt  so  ani  snov  :  cam  fram  heouene  fleo 
And  leide  on  ]>e  weuede  a  luyte  writ :  and  seth]>e  ajen  gan  steo,    248 
he  flevj  op  into  heouene  an  hei^  :  ase  ore  louerd  it  wolde. 
J?at  writ  was  ^wijt  and  schon  wel  brijte  :  J>e  lettres  woren  of  golde. 
\)e  pope  fonkede  ihesu.  cWst  :  and  fat  folk  dude  al-so. 
he  nam  fe  lettre  on  his  bond  :  and  J>o  heo  was  ondo,  252 

he  nuste  ^wat  it  was  to  segge  :  ne  non  in-si^t  he  ne  coufe  i-wite — 
For  he  ne  coufe  englisch  non  :  and  on  englis  it  was  i-write. 
he  liet  cleopie  eche-manere  men  :  of  eche  diuerse  londe, 
jif  any  covfe  of  fis  holie  writ  :  Ani-J>ing  onder-stonde.  256 

\)o  weren  fare  men  of  Engelonde  :  fat  wusten  ^wat  it  sede, 
And  onder-stoden  wel  fat  writ  :  f 0  heo  i-heorden  it  rede. 
If  J)at  writ  was  puyr  on  Englisch  i-write  :  ase  men  it  radden  fere ; 
And  for-to  tellen  with-oute  ryme  :  f eos  wordes  it  were  :  260 

"  In  klent  covbache  kenelm,  kyngues  sone,*  lijth  onder  ane  f ome,  is* 

heued  him^  bi-reued."  >  a/,  bern     *  ai.om, 

Jjis  writ  was  wel  nobleliche  :  i-wust  and  up  i-do, 
And  i-holde  for  gret  relike  :  and  jeot  it  is  al-so  ; 
pe  nobleste  relike  it  is  on  far-of  :  fat  is  in  fe  churche  of  rome —  264 
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UNDER  A  THORN  AT  COWBACH.      IT  IS  BORNE  TO  WINOHCOMBE. 

So  it  oujte  wel  ho-so  it  under-stode  :  fram  jwanne  fat  it  come : 

For  ^vane  it  out  of  heouene  cam  :  fram  ore  louerdes  honde, 

}wat  noblere  relike  mi3te  beo  ?  :  I-ne  can  non  onder-stonde. 

J)are-fore  seint  kenelmes  day  :  ase  ]>e  pope  makede  is  hcste,  268 

At  rome  buy  boldez  bei3licbe  :  and  makiez  wel  heij  feste. — 

^  ]9e  pope,  ^o  be  ]>e  8o]>e  wuste  :  ^&t  it  was  swucb  tockningue, 

bis  messagers  in-to  Engelonde  :  be  sende  wit  ]>is  ti]>ingue ; 

To  f e  Ercbebiscbope  of  kaunterburi  :  wolfred  fat  was  fo,  272 

bis  lettre  be  sende,  fat  be  scbolde  :  of  swucbe  f ingue  onder-go 

And  secbe  after  fe  wode  of  klent  :  )if  ani  man  mi3te  i-wite, 

And  secbe  ane  f om  in  kovbacbe  :  ase  it  was  in  fe  write, 

And  for-to  secbe  fat  bolie  bodi  :  fat  demelicbe  lay  fere,  276 

And  nimen  it  up  witb  gret  bonour  :  fat  bit  inscbrined  were. 

po  f  e  lettre  fram  f e  pope  :  to  f e  Ercbebiscbope  cam,  [fou  ist  b.] 

Of  biscbopes  and  of  clerkus  :  conseil  f  ar-of  be  nam : 

So  fat  in  fe  wode  of  klent  :  fat  in  wyricestre-scbire  is,  280 

be  liet  secbe  fat  bolie  bodi  :  and  fond  it  out,  i-wis, 

Onder  f e  f ome  at  covbacbe  :  ase  fat  writ  seide  of  rome. 

For  be  contreie-men  bi-side  :  manie  budere  buy  come,^  ifl/.Aibrjwmirnci* 

^  r  J  '     of  !>•  eoa :  b«  whufc- 

Jjo^  men  of  fare-bi-side  :  onder-jeten^  fat  cas,  loker  |>«rto w  come. 

Ortreweden  wel  jware  it  lay  :  for  fe  miracle  so  fair  was.         J  Jjifluo. 

A-non  so  fat  bodi  was  op  i-nome  :  fe  3 wile  fat  folk  fare  stod, 

)>ere  spiong  a  welle,  fare  be  lay  :  fat  jeot  is  fair  and  guod. 

A  welle  fare  is  cler  i-nouj  :  and  eucreft  batb  i-beo,  288 

In  f e  stude  fare  be  lai  on  :  ase  man  mai  fare  i-seo, 

Men^  cleopietb  ''seint  kenelmes  welle" —  :  fat  mani  man  batb 

i-BOUjt,  »  ol.  )>at  rot 

And  manie  f  omj  f  e  watere  :  of  grete  Anguisse  beotb  i-broujt. 
Of  fe  cite  of  wyncbecumbe  :  and  of  f e  contreie  fare-bi-side  292 

))e  men  weren  fat  soujten  so  :  fat  bolie  bodi  so  wide : 
And^  fe  biscbopes  badden  er  i-loked  :  fat  it  scbolde  to  wincbecum1)e 
beo  i-bore  *  «^-  for 

And  i-scbrined,  fare  is  fader  lai :  fat  a-rerde  fat  bous  bi-fore. 
)>iB  men  nomen  up  fat  bolie  bodi  :  fat  of  gloucestre-scbire  were,  296 
And  noblelicbe  toward  wyncbecumbe  :  witb  procession  it  bere. 
pai  folk  of  wyricestre-scbire  :  fat  woneden  fare-bi-side, 

LEGENDS   OF   SAINTS.  A  A 


354      ST.    KBNELM's    body    is    disputed    over,    but    the    GLOUCESTER- 
SHIRE  MEN   TAKE   IT  TO   WINCHCOMBE.      A  MIRACLE. 

Xomen  heom  to  rede  manie  :  to  maken  })at  bodi  a-bide, 

And  sworen  })at  huy  it  wolden  habbe  :  and  noman  ne  scholde  it  lieoia 

bi-reue,  300 

For  in  ]>e  schire  ^axe  it  i-founde  was  :  buy  seiden,  it  scholde  bi-leue. 
bi  J»e  watere  of  pireford  :  fis  two  schirene  bem  mette, 
And  conteckeden  for  J>is  bolie  bodi  :  and  faste  to-gadere  setle.    *  ai.  vp 
So  fat  buy  nomen  ane  founne  of  pays  :  to  don  bi^  godes  grace,     304 
Jif  god  heom  wolde  is  wille  8cb[e]wen  :  are  buy  wenden  fram  fat 

place. 
Feor  buy  weren  i-trauailed  and  sore  :  so  fat  beom  luste  slepe  ecb-on  : 
buy  maden  ane  fourme  fat  buy  scbolden  alle  :  ligge  slepe  a-non. 
And  3wef  ur  of  f  is  twei  scbires  :  mitten  sonore  a-wake  308 

buy  scbolden  sauf  i-nov)  wenden  fortb  :  and  fat  bodi  witb  bem^  take. 
IF  Stille  buy  leijen  slepe  faste  :  f  is  scbirene  bof  e-to,  >  ms.  him 

And  resten  beom  of  bore  werienesse—  :  for  ore  louerd  it  woldc  so. 
[So]  fat  buy  of  gloucestre-scbire  :  a-woken  sone  ecb-on  312 

At  one  tyme  alle,  ase  god  it  wolde  :  and  of  wyricestre-scbire  noujt  on. 
In  pais  buy  wenden  fortb  beore  wey  :  and  f  is  bodi  witb  beom  toke. 
Wei  fif  mile  wei  buy  weren  i-wende  :  are  fe  of  ere  a-woke.  315 

J5is  of  ere  i-sei^en  beom  bi-gylede  :  anon  so  buy  bi*gounne  a-wake: 
And  siweden  f  is  of  ere  swif  e  faste  :  ake  buy  ne  mitten  beom  noujt 

of-lake. — 
Jjis  men  toward  wy[n]cbecombe  :  fat  bolie  bodi  buy  bere. 
Are  beo  mi3ten  it  fudere  bringue  :  swyfe  werie  buy  were. 
So  fat  buy  comen  into  one  wode  :  a  luyte  bi  este  fe  toune,  320 

And  resten  lieom,  fo  buy  weren  so  nei3  :  op-on  ane  hei3e  doune. 
A-f urst  buy  weren  for  werienesse  :  so  fat  it  nas  non  ende. 
buy  beden  ore  louerd  for  seint  kenelmes  loue  :  fat  be  scbolde  beom 

drinke  sende.  [foL  i58] 

A  fair  welle  fare  sprong  op  :  an  beij  op-on  f e  doune —  324 

}5at  juyt  is  faro,  clcr  and  cold  :  balf  a  mile  fram  toune ; 
beo  is  nouf  e  wel  faire  i-beoled  :  with  freo  ston,  ase  rijt  is, 
I-redi  ech  man  to  drinken  of  :  fat  cometb  fare-fortb,  i-wis. 
IT  \)e  ]Monekes  of  Wynchecombe  :  arerd  babbez  fare-bi-side  328 

A  fair  cliapele  of  seint  kenelm  :  fat  men  secbez  ful  wide. — 
Quendrith,  f  e  luf  ere  womman  :  at  wyncbecumbe  f o  was ; 


ST.  kbnblm's  body  is  enshrined  in  winchcombe  abbey.    355 

QUENDRITH  IS   STRUCK  BLIND,  AND   DIBS.      ST.  GREGORY. 

bote  heo  nuste  nou^t  hire  brofer  so  neij  :  ne  no-wi3t  of  fat  cas. 

In  seint  peteres  churche  heo  sat  :  bi-side  J>e  Abbeie-jate,  332 

In  a  soler  infe  est-side  :  and  lokede  out  ]>are-ate. 

heo  i-sai}  al  fis  grete  folk  come  :  a-donewai-d  of  fe  doune  heije 

Toward  wynchecumbe  :  a-luyte  fram  suyd-leije. 

heo  Axede  jwat  men  it  weren  :  and  jwat  huy  fou3ten  fere.  336 

Men  seiden  J»at  huy  to  churche  wolden  :  and  Jjat  huy  hire  brofer 

here. 
po  was  J>is  Quiene  sori  i-novj !  :  in  grete  deole  and  fere 
hire  sauter  heo  nam  on  honde  :  ase  J>ei  heo  witles  were. 
Of  f e  sauter  J»e  laste  saume  :  bi-fore  f e  Euesongus,  i-wis,    >  at.  om.  340 
of  corsingue  and^  of  lufere  men  ;  and  of  mansingue  i-maked  heo  is  : 
"  Deus  laudem  "  [heo]  is  i-cleoped.  :  J>is  saume  f e  Quiene  radde, 
For-to  a-corsi  hire  brof  ur  bodi  :  and  alle  ])at  him  })udere  ladde. 
])o  heo  cam  to  ^e  Ninteo})e  vers  :  ase  ])e  mansingue  endez,  i-wis,  34  i 
J)at  "  hoc  opus  QOTum  "  :  a-latin  i-cleoped  it  is,        >  ai,  wh«t     •  at.  afongpj* 
])at  seit  ]>at^  men  it  beo  scholden  :  ^at  duden^  )yat  ilko  dedo  : 
Opon  hire  owene  heued  it  cam  :  ase  heo  fat  vers  gan  rede  : 
For  rijt  ase  heo  fat  vers  radde  :  out-borsten  bofe  hire  eije  348 

And  fullen  a-doun  op-on  hire  sauter  :  ase  manie  men  i-sei^e.^ 
J5e  sauter  is  juyt  at  wynchecombe  :  and  ho-so  come  wole  J>are-to, 
Aperteliche  man  may  fare  i-se  :  jware  fe  dede  was  i-do. —  >  o/.  2  w.  more. 
Jjis  holie  bodi  was  forth  i-bore  :  with  gret  honour  ate  fine,  352 

And  in  fe  Abbeie,  fare  he  lijth  juyt  :  i-don  in  wel  noble  schrine. 
J5is  lufere  Quiene  deide  sethfe  :  in  schrewedenesse  i-nouj  ;  354 

J5at  bodi,  ase  a  corsede  wrechche  :  into  ane  diche  man  it  drovj, 
Into  f e  fouleste  fat  was  fare  a-boute  :  and  f are-inne  man  it  slong — 
bote  hire  endingue  sunful^  were  :  me  finchez  elles  it  hadde  i-bco 

wrong!  lar  Menfoi     357 

Nov  god  for  fe  loue  of  seint  kenelm  :  is  swete  grace  vs'  sende,   'us. it 
))at  we  mo  ten  to  fulke  loie  :  fare  he  is  inne,i-wiende.     AmeN. 

60    Vita  sancti  Oregor^. 

SEint  Oregon  fe  confessour  :  in  Ciscile  was  i-bore. 
In  holienesse  he  ladde  is  lijf  :  fat  is  soule  nere  for-lore. 
gret  clerk  he  was  and  guod  prechour.  :  in  Cycile  he  liet  a-rere 

A  A   2 


356     ST.   ORBOORT   THE  OONFESSOR   FASTS,   AND   IS   MADB  A   CARDINAL. 
HE  SEES  ENOUSH   CHILDREN,  AND   CALLS  THEK   ^<ANGEL&'' 

Sixe  Abbeies  of  Monekes  :  with-inne  a  f ewe  jeres,  4 

Se  8eouen]>e  he  dude  a-rere  :  in  ]>e  Cite  of  rome ; 
)>are  he  and  manie  o]>ur  with  him  :  })e  Abite  of  monekes  noma. 
In  so  gret  fastingue  he  was  :  and  so  luyte  he  wolde  ete, 
])at  al  is  wille  he  for-les  :  of  drinke  and  of  mete ;  8 

^  For  defaute  he  scholde  ra]>iir  deie  :  ]>ane  beo  of-houngred  ene — 
So  he  was  to  fastingue  i-woned  :  his  lijf  he  ladde  so  clene.    Q  foi.usb.] 
Wei  sielden  for  al  is  feblesse  :  Idel  he  beo  scholde,!  *  r.  woku. 

])at  of  ore  louerdes  seruise  :  rede  o]>ur  singue  he  [nojlde^  12 

Oj>ur  writen  ofur  telle  :  oJ»ur  rimes  f ar-of  make,  *  J?ii2Si»r  "^^ 

0]>ur  he  wolde  bidde  is  beden  :  }e  jwyle  he  mi^te  wake. 
J)e  pope  is  guodnesse  under-jat  :  ]>ei  he  ]>are-of  were  stille : 
At  rome  he  made  him  cardinal  :  al  ar^ein  is  wille.  16 

So  wijs  and  holi  he  was  in  ]>ou)te  :  and  so  rijtf ul  of  is  dede, 
)>at  ]>e  conseil  of  holie  churche  :  muche  was  bi  is  rede. — 
Out  of  is  paleys  in  a  day  :  ]>is  holie  man  gan  i-wiende  : 
he  founde  Marchauns  at  rome  :  with  Mercerie  wel  hiende.  20 

to  sullen  buy  ladden  on  heore  bond  :  swete  children  ]>reo, 
^Fairore  J^ingus  J^ane  buy  weren  :  ne  mi^te  no  man  i-seo. 
Seint  Gregori  ^eome  heom  bi-heold  :  a  stounde  he  gan  at^tonde, 
And  axede  jwat  fe  childre  weren  :  and  of  ^wuche  londe.  24 

Jje  Marchaunz  seiden,  "  Englische  buy  beoth  :  of  Engelonde  i-nome, 
And  swuch  is  J>e  kuynde  of  alle  fe  men  :  fat  of  fat  lond  doz  come." 
"  Wel  au^te,"  seiJe  J) is  holie  man  :  "  fat  lond  beo  guod  and  riche, 
For^  buy  beoth  Englische  swyfe  wel  i-cleoped  :  engles  buy  buth 
i-liche.  *  a',  om.      >  om.      28 

Jif  fat  [lond]  ^  is  swuch  ase  [f e]  ^  men  beoth  :  name  it  hauez  with  ri3te, 
Englene  lond  it  au^te  wel  beo  :  and  engles  f  are-inne  a-li^te ; 
And  swuch  folk  aujte  in  beouene  :  been  englene  i-fere." 
J)o  Axede  he  jwat  bi-leue  :  in  engelonde  were.  32 

J)e  marchaunz  seiden,  "  al  engelond  :  is  puyr  hef  enesse." 
"  Alas,"  seide  seint  Gregori  :  "  a-las,  f  e  sorienesse 
J?at  f e  prince  of  f e  deorke  belle  :  schal  habbe  in  powere 
A  lond  fol  of  so  fair  folk  :  fat  aujten  beo  Fjigles  i-fere ! "  36 

ho  wende  a-^ein  in-to  is  paleis  :  with  wel  dreorie  chore, 
And  carede  muche  fat  in  Engelond  :  cristinedom  i-brou^t  nere. 


ST.   OREGORT    ASKS    TO    BE    SENT    TO    ENGLAND,  TO    CONVERT    IT.      357 
THROUGH  A  HEAVENLT   LIGHT,   HE  IS  CHOSEN   POPE. 

At  ])e  connnuTii  conseil  a  day  :  seint  Gregori  a-ros  sone, 

And  bad  ^e  pope  and  is  cardinales  :  graunti  him  ane  bone,  40 

f>SLt  buy  him  senden  in-to  engelond  :  to  precbie  cristinedom. 

})o^  ]>e  pope  mid  is  cardinales  :  gret  conseil  pa.T-ol  nam ;  ^  at.  om. 

Nolden  buy  bim  graunti  noujt.  :  ake  euere  be  bad  so  faste, 

)>at  buy  dorsten  weme  none  lengore  :  and  graunteden  at})e  laste.     44 

Seint  Gregori  was  \>o  glad  i-nouj !  :  be  nolde  a-bide  non  lengore  more, 

j3o  wende  be  toward  engelonde  :  to  precbie  godes  lore. 

A-non  so  be  was  fram  rome  i-wend  :  defaute  of  bim  men  badde ; 

J?at  folk  cum  to  J>e  pope  al  day*  :  and  ecbone  on  bim  buy  gradde,  48 

Ase  be  to  seint  peteres  munstre  i-wende  :  ])0  in  ane  daije,      >  om.  b1  day 

**  pon  fencst,"  buy  seiden,  "  witb  J»i  conseil  :  al  rome  to  bi-traije ; 

be  ]>at  bait  op  ^e  conseile  of  Rome  :  beonnes  ^ovl  bast  i-send ; 

bote  ]>ou  bim  of*sende  sone  :  al  rome  wortb  i-scbend."  52 

])e  pope  badde  gret  loue  eije  :  of  ]>at  ]>e  folk  bim  seide.*  i  At.  om. 

be  nas  nou^wer  nei)  at]>e  se  :  are  be  bim  of-sende.  [foLi54] 

Witb  wel  dreorie  cbere  J)o  :  J»is  bolie  man  ajen  wende. — 

Ase  god  it  wolde,  ])are-aftur-ward  :  sone  it  dude  bi-falle  56 

]pat  J^e  pope  wende  out  of  ]>e  world  :  so  we  scbullen  alle. 

])e  cardinales  and  ]>e  biscbopes  :  and  al  })at  conseil  of  rome, 

Ane  pope  to  cbeose  afturward  :  alle  to-gadere  buy  come. 

buy  bieten  ])at  ocb  man  }&t  of  })e  conseile  was  :  ecbe  daije  faste 

scbolde  60 

And  in  beore  bedes  beon  nijt  and  day  :  )if  ore  louerd  beom  sende 

wolde  "" 

Ani  tokningue  a-mong  beom  :  )if  ani  of  beom  wuyr]>e  were 
In  rome  pope  for-to  beo  :  cristine  men  wel  to  lere. 
])o  buy  badden  in  beore  oresones  i-beon  :  ))reo  daies  and  freo  nijt,  64 
In  )>e  buyrne  of  one  cbapele  :  buy  seijen  swy]>e  gret  lijt, 
])at  stod  ase  pei  bit  a  piler  were  :  into  beouene  up-rijt — 
buy  ne  i-seijen  neuer  er  no  ]>ing  :  so  cler  ne  so  brijt. 
\)o  buy  comen  to  ]>e  place  :  onder  ]>e  lijte  buy  founde  68 

]pane  bolie  man,  seint  Gregori  :  plat  i-falle  to  grounde ; 
For  werinesse  of  is  oresones  :  be  lai  al*  in  suoddringue.  i  a/,  m 

])at  folk  bi-gan  to  berien  god  :  and  loude  buy  guonne  8i[n]gue ; 
buy  nomen  J^esne  bolie  man  :  and  maden  bim  pope  a-non.  72 


358     ST.   ORHGORT,   THE  APOSTLE   OF  ENGLAND,   SENDS   ST.  AUGUSTINE^ 
WHO   CONVERTS   THE   ENGLISH   TO   CHRISTIANITT. 

Fair  and  swete  was  fat  li^t  :  fat  op-on  him  schon  ! — 
Swife  wel  he  wuste  cristine-dom  :  and  holie  lijf  he  ladde. 
Of  fe  mis-bi-leue  of  Engelonde  :  gret  deol  and  care  he  hadde, 
Seint  Austin  was  a  Monek  fo  :  him  and  ofere  he  nam  76 

And  sende  heom  in-to  engelonde  :  to  prechi  cristindom. 
IF  Seint  Austin  and  is  Monekus  :  fo  huj  weren  in  Engelonde, 
wide  huy  precheden  cristindom —  :  i-hered  beo  godes  sonde. 
Seint  Austin  wende  to  fe  kingues  court :  and  so  he  prechede  fere,^   80 
J)at  fe  king  and  alle  is  men  :  sone  i-baptizede  were.  *  ▼.  so-s  at.  om. 

\)o  huy  hadde  i-broujt  in-to  godes  lawe  :  fene  kyng  and  is  pouwer, 
J5  t  folk  tornede  f oru^  godes  grace  :  to  him  feor  and  ner. 
So  longue  fat  f is  holie  men  :  heore  wille  hadden  at  fen  ende,         84 
J3at  al  folk  of  eche  toune  :  to  cristindom  gan  i-wende. 
j5o  wende  seint  Austin  a-jen.  :  fe  pope  he  tolde  at  rome^   '  T.M-«6az.oin. 
hou  alle  f  e  men  of  engelonde  :  cristin-dom  nome. 
1)0  was  fe  pope  seint  Gregori  :  i-broujt  in  grete  blisse,.  88 

And  liet  seint  Austyn  wende  a-^en  :  fat  lond  more  to  wisse 
And  make  Bischopes  and  Ercedeknes  :  and  of  ure  prelatus  al-so, 
Cristin-dom  to  witie  in  engelonde  :  fat  men  ne  scholde  neuere  ondo. 
Seint  Austin  wende  a-non  a-jen  :  and  f  o  he  to  engelonde  cam,        92 
Twelf  bischopes  fare-inne  he  made  :  to  witien  cristin-dom, 
And  of  ere  prelates  of  holi  churche  :  fat  we  a-mong  us  i-seotL 
In  f  is  nianere  to  cristindom  :  alle  i-brou3t  we  beoth 
j5oru3  f e  bone  of  seint  gregori  :  fat  hidere  sende  is  sonde ;  96 

J)are-fore  we  cleopiez  him  in  holie  bok  :  Apostul  of  Engelonde, 
For  he  us  sende  ore  rijte  bi-leue  :  fat  we^  holdez  juyte,^  [foi.  154b.] 
And  in  his  dai3e  sette  children  to  lore  :  fe  ^wyle  huy  beoth  luyte — 
God  for  f  e  loue  of  seint  gregori :  f ulke  lore  us  leue  so  wite,  >  overUnwL 
Jpat  he  us  sende  bi  seint  Austin  :  and  neuereft  hire  for-^ite.  TOrrupudVere. 
AVel  au3ten  cristine  men  to  louien  him  :  fat  in  rijte  bi-leue  heom 
brou3te;  102 

For  lie  was  fe  furste  man  :  fat  cristin-dom  to  hem  bi-sou^te.^ — 
Muclie  folk  fare  was  in  Rome  :  fat  in  guode  bileue  nere        iomlpted!* 
Xe  bi-lieueden  nou3t  fat  fe  sacringe  :  ore  louerdes  licame  were. 
J)arp,-fore  fe  pope  seint  Grogoii  :  prechede  heom  a  day,  106 

And  f are-of  schewcde  heom  fair  miracle  :  fat  ech  of  heom  it  saij  : 


A   M1RACT.E  BY   ST.  GRBGORT,  THE    APOSTLE  OP  ENGLAND.        359 
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Of  ore  louerdes  licame  a  luyte  he  brae  :  "bi-fore  heom  ase  huy  etode  : 

Sone  it  bi-cam  to  a  luyte  childes  fingur  :  al  wringuynde^  a-blode. 

huy  bi-liefden  wel  f  o  aftur-ward  :  on  ihesn  crist  ech-on,        »  ai.  vminge 

And  onder-stoden  f et  sacrement  :  Jjoruj  lore  of  fat  holie  raon.^ 

J)U9  f  e  holie  man  seint  Gregori  :  pope  was  in  rome,      •  no-i  a/,  om.  112 

And  sende  us  in-to  engelonde  :  J>e  lawes  of  cristindome. 

holi  churche  and  cristindom  :  f  oru^  him  was  so  i-loked  here, 

J5at  he  is  noufe  in  heouene  :  with  Aungles  i-fere.^  »  t.  114-5  a/,  om. 

Bidde  we  fanne  fene  holie  man  :  apostle  of  Engelonde,  116 

J5at  he  bi-fore  ihe^u  crist  :  ore  neode  ounder-stonde. 

51    Vita  sancti  Cuthberti. 

SEint  Cudbert  was  i-bore  :  here  in  Engelonde. 
god  dude  for  him  gret  miracle  :  ase  ^e  schuUe  under-stoude. 
"^  )}e  3wyle  fat  he  was  a  jong  child  :  and  in  is  ei^teteofe  jere. 
With  jounge  children  he  pleide  atfe  bal  :  fat  is  felawes  were.  4 

)}are  cam  gon  a  luyte  child  :  hit  ne  foujte  freo  ^er  old, 
A  swete  creature  and  fair  :  milde  it  was  and  bold ; 
to  f  e  jonge  Cudbert  he  jeode  :  "  leue  brof  er,"  he  sede, 
"  Ne  fench  nou3t  on  swnche  idele  games  :  fanne  dost  J>ou  a  guod 

dede."  8 

Seint  Cudbert  ne  tok  none  jeme  :  to  f  e  childes  rede, 
And  pleide  forth  with  his  felawes  :  ase  huy  alle  him  bede. 
po  fis  ^ongue  child  i-sai^  :  fat  he  is  red  for-sok, 
A-doun  he  feol  to  grounde  :  and  gret  deol  to  him  tok,  12 

■^And  bi-gan  to  weopen  sore  :  and  his  hondene  forto  wringue. 
J?e  children  hadden  alle  deol  of  him  :  and  bi-lefden  heore  pleiingue, 
huy  gladeden  him  ase  huy  couf en  :  sore  huy  gonne  to  siche ; 
And  euere  made  fis  joungue  child  :  reulich  deol  i-llche.  16 

"  A  weilawei,"  fis  Cudbert  seide  :  "  jwi  weopest  fou  so  sorel 
Jif  we  fe  habbez  oujt  mis-don  :  we  ne  schullen  none  more." 
Jeanne  spac  fis  jounge  child —  :  for  sore  huy  weopen  bei^e, 
"  Cuthbert,"  he  seide,  **  it  ne  falleth  f e  noujt  :  with  jongue  children 

to  pleije ;  20 

None  swuche  idele  games  :  ne  bi-cometh  f e  for-to  wurche, 
3 wane  god  hath  i-porueid  fe  :  on  heued  of  holie  churche." 
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With  ^nsBB  worde  men  nusten  :  jwodere  ^at  ^ongue  child  i-wend< 

An  Aungel  of  heouene  it  was  :  ^ai  ore  louerd  ])udere  sende.  24 

f>o  bi-gan^  seint  Cudbert  :  to  weope  and  sicbe  sore,  >  ns-Uguigui 

And  lette  a-wei  is  idele  games  :  ^o  nolde  he  pleije  more : 

he  made  his  fader  and  is  freond  :  setten  him  to  lore,  itoL  isQ 

And  in  his  jonghede  nyjt  and  day  :  of-semede  cristes  ore.  28 

})o  he  in  grettore  eolde  was  :  ase  ]>e  bok  us  hauez  i-seid, 

hit  bi-feol  fat  fe  bischop  seint  Aydan  :  sone  fare-Aftur  was  ded. 

Cudbert  a-felde  was  with  schep  :  Aungles  of  heouene  he  i-seij 

pe  bischopes  soule  seint  Aydan  :  to  heouene  here  an  hei).  32 

"  I-nelle  schep  wite,"  seint  Cudbert  seide  :  "  fol  ich  am  to  longue, 

Schep  i-nelle  wite  none  lengore  nou))e —  :  a-fongue  ho-so  heom^  a- 

fongue.**  »««.ooi. 

he  wende  to  Jje  Abbeye  of  Gireuaus  :  grei3  monek  he  bi-cam — 
gret  loye  mauden  )>e  Monekes  alle  :  ^o  he  })e  Abite  nam.  36 

Swife  wel  he  is  ordre  heold  :  he  was  of  grete  penaunce, 
Jje  holieste  monek  he  was  i-holde  :  in  engelonde  ofur  in  Fraunce.— 
hit  bi-feol  ]>are-af tur-ward  :  )>at  j^are  cam  a  goute 
In  is  kneo,  of  Anguische  gret  :  jware-of  he  hadde  doute ;  40 

So  longue,])at  is  kneo  to-swal  :  gret  Anguysche  he  i-fielde, 
*J)e  senewes  in  is  hammo  schronkcn  :  he  ne  mi3te  )>anne  leg  i-wielde, 
Ne  strechche  forth  is  leg  bi-neof e  :  fat  loynede  to  is  f i^ ; 
Ase  a  crupel  lame  he  was —  :  he  i-werth  swife  sori.  44 

No  man  ne  couf e  him  Jjare-of  rede  :  fat  is  leg  i-sei^ ; 
Ake  nathfeles  euere  was  is  hope  :  to  iesu  crist  a-heij. 
In  A  day,  solas  for-to  habbe  :  he  liet  him  here  a-boute, 
And  in  fe  fielde  he  i-mette  a  wel  fair  kny^t  :  with  loreins  swife 

proute.  48 

pe  knyt  bad  heom  one  stounde  a-bide  :  fat  seint  Cudbert  here ; 
he  bi-heold  and  handlede  fane  sore  leg  :  ase  fei  he  leche  were. 
"  Nim,"  he  seide,  **  f e  milk  of  one  kov  :  fat  is  of  o  colour, 
luys  of  smal-Ache  do  f ar-to  :  and  clene  jwetene  flour ;  52 

Seoth  it  to-gadere  swif  e  wel  :  and  leie  it  al  hot  f  ar^to, 
A-brod  ase  fei  hit  a  piastre  were  :  and  guod  it  schal  f e  do." 
J)o  he  hadde  f is  i-seid  :  fo  kny3t  is  wei  forth  wende — 
An  Aungel  of  heouene  it  was  :  fat  ore  louerd  f udere  sende.  56 
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Are  seint  Cudbert  ])e  piastre  hadde  :  longue,  him  J^oujte,^  to  is  legge 
i-bounde,  '  <>"•  *»*™  l^aju 

his  leg  and  is  senewes  :  bi-comen  hole  and  sounde. — 
hit  nas  non^t  longue  ]>aTe-aftur-ward  :  ase  ])e  bok  us  doth  telle, 
)>at  ]>e  Abbot  sende  him  out  :  to  one  of  heore  cellos;  60 

hostiler  he  was  j^are  i-mad  :  gistes  to  onder-fongne. 
god  diide  fair  miracle  for  him  :  are  he  hadde  i-beo  )»are  oujt  longue. 
Aungles  ^aie  comen  to  him  ofte  :  and  with  him  buy  ete 
Ase  J'ei  it  o]>ure  gistes  weren —  :  ^q  gistningue  was  ful  swete  !         64 
gistes  wel  gladliche  ]>ene  mete  he  jaf  :  he  nolde  no  man  weme, 
heom  )yat  beden  par  charite  :  for  he  nas  no]>ing  stuyrne. 
him-seolf  he  wolde  )iue  heom  watur  :  to  waschen  with  hire^  bond, 
And  serui  heom  of  alle  ]>o  mes  :  and  bi-fore  heom  stonde. —  ^  r.  hera  68 
hit  bi-feol  ])at  an  hiendi  gist  :  and  a  wel  fair  ]>are  cam 
And  bad  })e  mete  par  charite  :  and  Cudbert  In  him  nam ; 
watur  to  is  hondene  he  him  jaf^:  and^on  ^q  heije  deis  him  sette, 
Mete  and  drinke  he  him  jaf  :  and  with  guod  heorte  it  fette,  [foLissKi  72 
to  })e  bachouse  he  jeode  him-seolf  :  ase  ]>e  bakares  hadden  i-bake, 
hi[s]  giste  to  fetten  bred  al  hot  :  )>e  gladdore  him  for-to  make. 
])o  he  cam  a-3ein  with  ]>e  bote  bred  :  his  gist  ne  fond  he  nou^t ; 
j3are-of  hadde  fis  holie  man  :  gret  wonder  in  is  jjoujt.  J  ^I*'******* 

picke  snov}  was  })are-oute  :  he  ne  mijte  noujt  finde  is  fore,  76 

3  ware-forth  he  wende  a-wei  :  in  snowo  ne  in  ]>e  flore. 
Ase  he  soujte  ]>eosne  holie  man  :  a[n]  wende  a-boute  wel  wide, 
he  smulde  a  suy)>e  swote  smul  :  in  a  chaumbre  j^are-binside.  80 

po  he  into  ]>e  caumbre  cam  :  he  fond  a  bord  i-sprad, 
And  freo  loues  J)are-op-on  al  bote.  :  f o  was  he  wel  glad, 
An*  seide,  "  J»is  was  godes  Aungel  :  Jjat  hath  J>is  hidere  i-broujt ; 
he  cam  hidere  us  for-to  fede  :  and  him-seolf  ne  beo  i-fed  noujf —  84 
eche  nijte  jwane  ^eos  monekes  :  to  bedde  weren  i-gone, 
Cudbert  wel  stilleliche  :  wende  him  forth  al  one, 
In-to  j)e  colde  se  he  jeode  :  a-non  op  to  ^q  chinne ; 
For-to  hit  was  midnijt  nei)  :  so  he  stod  ]>are-inne.  88 

J)anne  he  wende  up  ])are-of  :  and  }o^  he  cam  to  londe,  >  ai.  whim 

For  feblesse  he  lai  a-doun  :  he  ne  mijte  noujt  wel  stonde. 
)>anne  comen  ])are  op  of  ]>e  se  :  tweie  oteres  wel  grete ; 
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Ouer-al  huy  lickeden  )yi8  holie  man  :  are  huy  him  wolden  lete.         92 

3  wane  huy  him  hadden  i-lickede  so  :  huy  wenden  in-to  J>e  se, 

And  seint  Cudbert  hoi  and  sound  :  in-to  is  celle  a-je ; 

with  o]>ure  he  jeode  to  matynes  :  jeome  he  song  and  radde, 

pe  Monekes  wenden  euer-echone  :  ^at  he  come  fram  is  bedde.         96 

A  monek  ]>at  ]>are-inne  was  :  ondei^jat  it  ech  del, 

Ake  ase  seint  Cudbert  him  bad  :  he^  it  for-hele[de]*  swi])e  wel. — 

Ase  ore  louerdes  wille  was  :  fare-aftup  it  dude  bi-falle  \  ^  fe?ilSe 

pat  })e  bischop  of  Duyrham  deide  :  al-so  we  schuUen  alle :  100 

Men  nomen  ^  seint  Cudbert  :  and  maden  liim  bischop  )>ere. 

Swyfe  wel  he  wuste  is  bischopriche  :  fat  folk  he  dude  wel  lere. 

fo  was  })at  so})e  to  ende  i-brou)t :  ]>at  ])e  Aungel  him  seide, 

J)at  he  scholde  an  heued  of  holi  churche  beo  :  ])0  he  atj)e  bal  pleide. 

fo  he  hadde  god  i-serued  longue  :  aftur  him  he  sende :  105 

In  f  e  Mon)ye  of  luyde  :  of  J>is  worlds  he  wende 

to  fe  loye  of  heouene.  :  and  god  us  graunti  al-so, 

J)oru)  ])e  bone  of  seint  cudbert :  ]>at  we  moten  comen  far-to.  108 

52    Vita  saned  Maroi  ewangeliste. 

SEint  Marc,  ])e  holie  godspellare  :  wide  wende  in  londe 
For-to  prechi  cristine-dom  :  ))oruj  ore  louerdes  sonde. 
In  egypte  he  prechede  longue  :  and  sethfe  at  fen  ende 
Into  f e  lend  of  Alisaundre  :  f annes  he  gan  i-wiende.  4 

po  he  into  Alisaundre  cam  :  his  on  newe  scho 
with-oute  hurtingue  of  ani-fing  :  gan  to  berste  a-two. 
Jjo  was  fis  guode  man  of-drad  :  longue  he  stod  in  fou^t, 
And  seide,  "  mi  porpos  and  mi  wei  :  is  noufe  to  ende  i-broujt  I         8 
Jif  it  mi  louerdes  wille  were  :  ]>at  he  me  wolde  fane  deth  sende,  [foi.  i66] 
Ich  am  redi  his  wille  a-fongue  :  jwodere^  he  wole  fat  ich*  wiende." 
be  wende  forth  to  a  soutere  :  3if  he  is  scho  makie  mi^te.  \  J{;  *''**• 

Jpe  soutare  atfe  furste  stiche  :  ful  vuele  is  bond  he  p[r]i}te.^  12 

Sori  and  wrolli  f is  soutare  was  :  for  him  smert  so  sore.  *  ms.  PI3U 

Seint  Marc  bi-gan  to  prechi  fo  :  and  tolde  him  of  godes  lore. 
And  bad  him  bi-lieue  on  lesu  crist  :  and  cnstine-dom  vnder-fongue, 
And  he  is  bond  hele  wolde  :  fat  i-hurt  was  so  strongue.  16 

Seint  Marc  with  is  spottle  :  watt«  a  luyte  vrfe  on  f e  grounde 


ST.   HARK   IS   TORTURED  AND  MABTTBBD,  AS  CHRIST  FORBTSUiL      363 
BANNERS  ARE  BORNE   ABOUT  ON   ST.  HARK'S   DAT. 

And  ))are-with  he  smeorede  his  sore  hond  :  and  heo  werth  hoi  in  a 

stonnde. 
J)e  soutere,  and  alle  his,  bi-gonne  ^o  :  and  euerech  ]»at  in  ])e  strete 

cam, 
to  bi-lieue  on  crist,  godes  sone  :  and  a-fenguen  cristine-dam. —        20 
Seint  Marc  jeode  wide  in  londe  :  to  prechi  godes  lawe. 
pe  prince  of  j^e  londe  it  onder-jat :  and  l^oujte  to  don  him  of  dawe. 
he  liet  him  seche  into  al  })at  lond  :  and  po  he  him  hadde  i-founde, 
'*  Ich  hote  eov,"  he  seide  to  is  men  :  "  fat  he  beo  faste  i-bounde^    24 
For-to  he  to  pe  prisone  come  :  and  )>are-inne  je  him  caste  a-non." 
Ouer-al  is  flechs  was  to-drawe  :  rijt  to  fe  bare  bon,  »  ▼.  u  oormptwi. 

^with  Irene  crokes,as  men  him  drowe  :  pe  mosseles  le^en  wel  grete ; 
And  al  blodie  weren  of  is  blod  :  fe  stones  in  fe  strete.  28 

A-ni^t,  ase  he  in  prisone  lai  :  ore  louerd  to  him  cam, 
In  fourme  })at  he  on  eor})e  was  :  )>o  he  manhede  nam ; 
"  Marc,"  he  seide, "  beo  wel  glad  :  and  ^arkne  J>e  wel  bliue. 
For  f  i  name  is  i-write  :  in  eche  boke  of  Hue :  ^      » oi.  in  W  b.  of  •<*•  i.    32 
]poy  schalt  to-more  we  for  mi  lone  :  soffri  deth  wel  stronge^  ^  iis.ttnmd« 
And  seth})e  mine  blisse  of  heouene  :  with-outen  ende  a-fongue." 
Seint  Marc  )>onkede  ore  louerd  ful  ^eome  :  ase  he  ^  in  his  bedes  lay. 
A-morewe  )>e  prince  him  liet  up  fette  :  sone  so  it  was  dai.    ^  a/.MMi  36 
A  strong  rop  he  liet  nirae  :  and  a-boute  is  swere  binde. 
And  teiden^  him  seth]>e  to  a  wilde  hors  :  at  fe  taile  bi-hinde ;  ^  r.  tei«n 
he  liet  him  drawe  ]>oru3  al  fe  toun  :  p&i  ech  lime  fram  o})er  wende. 
)>us  seint  Marc  pe  holie  man  :  his  soule  to  ore  louerd  sende.  40 

In  pe  Mon|7e  of  Aueril  ]>is  was.  :  men  scholden  faste  is  eue ; 
Ake  for  pe  heije  feste  of  eastur-dai  :  men  it  doth  bi-leue. 
his  dai  men  fastez  ]>otu3  al  })at  lond  :  for  him-seolf  nis  it  noujt, 
Ake  for  reuerence  of  pe  baneres  :  [}>at]  in  pat  dai  beoth  fort  i-brou^t 
For  men  berez  heom  eche  jere  a-boute  :  ase  red  is  ])are-of  i-nome,^ 
to  bidden  for  pe  eor})e  blede  :  ]>at  it  mote  wel  forth  come.  46 

Men  fastez,  3  wane  huy  formest  berez  heom  out  :  a-seint  Marcus  dai 

bare-fore,  1  tt.  i^SO  om.  tn  most  HSS.  (MEOtpt  MS.  y«nioo). 

And  jjreo  dawes  a-3ein  halewe-foresday  :  jwane  huy  bez  forjjer  i-bore. 
bidde  we  nou]>e  seint  Marc  :  )was  lijf  we  habbez  i-heord  to  ]>e  ende, 
J)at  ore  soule  mote  ])oru3  his  Arndingue  :  into  heouene  i-wiende. 
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63    AT^ostoloTum  Philippi  et  lacobL 

SEint  phelipe  and  seint  Jacob  :  Apostles  weren  tweije :    , 
})e  formeste  dai  ])at  comez  in  may  :  deth  buy  ])oleden  beije. 
Af tuT  ore  louerdes  passione  :  in  |)e  twenti|)e  jere  ^  ai  maumet 

Seint  pbelipe  precbede  in  Sytbie  :  to  men  ])at  lu])ere  weren.   [roi.i56b.] 
pia  men  nomen  seint  pbelipe  :  and  to  beore  Maumates^  bim  ladde. 
And  sone  so  be  bi-foren  bem  cam  :  ])is  maumates  loude  gradde ;        6 
Fuyr  buy  bleuwen  out  of  beore  Moufes  :  fat  fare-witb  buy  broujtcn 

of  dawe 
\)e  princes  sone  of  ])e  lond  :  and  tweie  constables  of  ])e  lawe ;  8 

And  manie  men  ])at  Jyare-neij  weren  :  wel  grete  siknesse  to  beom 

nome, 
Some  fullen  in-to  |)e  dropesie  :  and  some  meoseles  bi-come. 
Mucbe  reu])e  was  into  al  ])at  lond  :  of  fiB  misauenture. 
"  Wulle  3e,"  seide  seint  pbelip  J)o  :  "  mi  conseil  alle  i-buyre,  12 

And  icbulle  |)oru3  godes  grace  :  belen  eov  euer[e]cb-on." 
Glad  was  ])is  folk  of  |)at  word  :  and  graunteden  bim  Srnon. 
'*  herez  awei/'  be  seide,  '^  ^ib  foule  wi3t :  |)at  ^e  babbez  to  i-bede, 
And  nimez  |)e  fourme  of  ])e  bolie  croiz  :  and  settez  in  bis  stude  1 "  16 
)5at  folk  was  fayn  of  bis  bi-beste  :  i-redie  fare  weren  i-nowe, 
Ane  rode  buy  setten  up  on  bei^  :  fe  maumates  buy  al-to-drowe. 
Seint  pheolip  j)oru3  godes  grace  :  drof  out  bi-fore  beore  ei3e 
A  foul  deouel  of  fat  on  :  fat  buy  alle  i-sei^e.  20 

\)o  f  is  rode  was  up  i-set  :  and  f e  Maumet  i-brou^t  to  grounde, 
Alle  f e  sike  men  fat  f are-nei^  weren  :  bi-comen  hole  and  sounds, 
And  f e  free  men  fat  weren  a-slawe  :  a-^ein  to  Hue  come — 
Muclie  was  f e  loye  into  al  fat  lond  :  fat  men  f are-of  nome.  24 

Cristinedom  buy  guonne  a-fongue  :  and  Anouri  f e  swete  rode. 
And  bi-lieueden  on  bim  fat  bou^te  us  alle  :  fare-on  with  is  blode. 
poTU^  fe  vertuwe  of  f is  faire  miracle  :  muche  folk  of  fe  londe 
bi-gan  cristine  for-to  beo  :  and  f e  ri^te  bi-lcue  onder-stonde ;  28 

After  fe  wisaingue  of  seint  pbelip  ;  alle  beore  lijf  buy  guonne  lede — 
For  propbesie  and  ri3t-w[i]snes8e  :  buy  heolden  al  fat  be  seide. 
po  pbelipe  was  sixti  ^er  :  and  seouene  and  twenti  old. 
In  pays  be  deide  in  bis  bed  :  ase  f  e  bok  us  batb  i-told.  32 
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Gret  deol  ])at  folk  made  ])o  :  and  wel  faire  huy  him  uome 

And  bureden  him  with  gret  honour  :  ase  a  swuch  man  to  bi-come. 

64    Vita  Banoti  lacobL 

S£int  Jacob  vras  ore  louerdes  kun  :  and  ore  lauedie  soster  sonc. 
telle  i-chulle  8um-3wat  of  ore  louerdes  kunne  :  nou])e  it  is  mi 

])OUjt  i-COme.^  >  al.  noa  It  vm  oome)>  in  inon« 

Seinte  Anne,  ore  leuedie  Moder,  :  housebondes  hadde  ])reo  : 

loachim,  and  cleophas  :  and  ])e  ])ridde  hiet  salomee ;  4 

heo  hadde  euer-ech  af tur  ofur  :  for  heo  was  i-wedded  frie ; 

bi  euerech  of  heom  ane  dou3ter  heo  hadde  :  and  euerech  hiejte  marie. 

loachimes  doubter  :  was  eldest  of  |)e  J^reo, 

And  losep  hadde  i-wedded.  :  ])e  Marie  cleophe,  8 

)}at  was  cleophases  doubter  :  and  fe  Midleste  i-bore, 

I-wedded  heo  was  to  Zebede  :  ))at  was  hire  louerd  i-core. 

Ake  |)e  ^ongeste  of  alle  ])reo  :  ^  Marie  salomee, 

to  a  guod  man  i-wedded  heo  was  :  his  name  was  Alfe.  12 

bi  him  heo  hadde  seint  lacob  :  and  al-so  tweie  o])ure : 

Seint  symon  and  seint  lude  :  |)at  alle  ])reo  wcren  i-bro])re. 

))e  midleste  soster  :  ])e  Marie  cleofe,  itoi.  ist] 

hadde  tweie  holie  sones  :  bi  hire  louerd  Zebede  :  16 

Seint  leame  ^  holie  man  :  and  seint  lohan  |)e  ewangelist, 

J)at  was,  ich  wene,  heme  best  :  with  ore  louertl  crist. 

))e  eldeste  soster  of  alle  |)reo  :  ore  lauedi  swcte  and  milde. 

heo  bar  ore  louerd  lesu  crist  :  best  of  alle  childe.  20 

So  )»at  heo  |)at  eldest  was  :  ne  hadde  child  bote  on. 

And  |)e  midleste  hadde  tweie  sones  :  seint  loanie  and  seint  lohan, 

And  ])e  ^oungueste  of  |)e  ^reo  :  sones  hadde  jreo — 

huy  weren  ore  louerdes  cosines  :  ase  30  mouwen  i-seo.  24 

Ech  of  heom  fine  Apostle  was  :  and  swi)»e  holi  man. 

telle  ichulle  of  seint  lacob  :  of  3wam  ich  formest  bi-gan. — 

A-mong  men  of  pharise  :  |)at  lu)»ere  weren,  he  cam. 

heom  )»ou3te  j^at  he  scholde  beo  :  A  man  of  gret  wisdom :  28 

Jjare-fore  fe  prince  of  heom  :  in  Ane  Ester-day 

bad  him  prechi  al  fai  folk  :  a-3ein  godes  lay. 

Op-on  A  laddre  he  sette  him  hei3e  :  ])at  men  him  scholden  wide  i-seo 
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And  i-heoren  him  prechi  swy])e  weP  :  ])at  is  word  ^  bet  i-scholdo 
i-loued  beo.  ^  him—wti  oi.  om.    32 

J)o  he  was  op  on  hei^  i-set  :  and  al  ))at  folk  him  cam^  a-boute,   ^  auom, 
Godes  wordes  he  bi-gan  to  prechie  :  he  nadde  none  doute ; 
he  prechede  hov  he  haddo  doz  i-])oled  :  and  hou  he  in  ])ulke  daie 
Fram  depe  to  Hue  a-ros  :  ])at  |)e  feond  us  ne  scholde  bi-traie,  36 

And  hou  he  us  |)e  Deuele  bi-nam  :  ])at  in  his  power  us  hadde  longue, 
And  hou  ech  man  in  ])ulke  dai^e  :  godes  flesch  scholde  a-fongue. 
"  hou  geth  fis  1 "  fe  prince  seide  :  "  beo  stille,  i  J>e  bi-seche. 
Ich  bad  ))e  wanie^  ])i^  fole  Jyou^t :  and  ])ou  bi-guynnest  it  more  to 

echel"  »VeTn.wayii«      •r.J»U      40 

"  Nay,"  seide  seint  lacob  to  fe  prince  :  "  I-ne  eche  no  folic, 

Ake  ower  fole  Jjou^t  ich  wolde  ou  bi-nime  :  to  seggen  soth  and  nou3t 

li^e." 
pe  prince  for  wrath|)e  of  his  prechingue  :  ])e  laddre  a-doun  gan  felle — 
And  seint  lacob  ])are-opon  was  :  ]>are-fore  he  him  wolde  a-quelle.    44 
Fram  8wi))e  heije  he  ful  a-doun.  :  Ake  po  he  was  i-falle, 
))at  ech  man  wende  ])at  he  were  ded  :  he  a-ros  up  Srmong  heom  alio, 
And  prechede  ef  t-sone  with  glade  heorte  :  ase  he  er  i-don  hadde. 
\)Bi  folk  him  nomen  swi|)e  faste  :  and  to  |)e  prisone  him  ladde.        48 
psive  he  was  in  biendes  strongue  :  fram  J^at  was  eastur-dai 
ror-to  cam  jjare-afturward  :  f e  furste  dai  of  Mai. 
po  he  out  of  jje  prisone  cam  :  he  bi-gan  to  prechi  bliue, 
he  ne  liet  for  ei3e  ne  for  dez  :  fe  jwyle  he  was  a-liue.  52 

Mid  one  follares  preche^  :  j)at  men  tesieth  opon  cloth,  '  r.  perch* 

Opon  fe  scolle  he  was  i-smite  :  fat  is  brain  out  drof. 
his  soule,  fo  he  was  ded  :  to  heouene  he  gan  i-wiende. 
J5U8  seint  lacob  fe  holie  man  :  brou3te  is  lijf  to  ende.  56 

Apostel  he  was,  and  martyr  al-so  :  faste  men  scholden  is  cue, 
bote  for  fe  hei3e  Easter  feste  :  men  moten  it  nede  bi-leue.^  >  ai.trf. mon. 

65    Vita  sancii  BartholomeL 

SEint  Bartelmev  fe  holie  man  :  cam  of  kingues  blode  ;       [foi.  157  b.] 
Swyfe  fair  man  and  noble  he  was  :  and  glad  &  of  swete  mode, 
he  siwede  ore  louerd  on  eorfe  here  :  are  he  deide  on  fe  rode. 
And  i-sai3  is  priuetez  :  with  fe  ofere  Apostles  guode.  4 
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Jjo  ore  louerd  was  to  hepuene  i-went  :  he  precliede  of  him  wel  faste 

And  wende  wide  in  mani  a  lond  :  f  e  jwyle  ia  lijf  i-laste. 

So  ))at  to  ))e  londe  of  .Inde  :  he  cam  ^om^  godes  wille ; 

At  |)e  onende  of  ])e  lond  :  he  bi-lefde  wel  stille.  8 

Ase  an  vncouth  pilegrim  :  he  ^eode  up  and  doun, 

he  ne  seide  nei))er  on  ne  o^ui  :  bote  bi-heold  ])ane  toun. 

In  ))e  temple  was  a  fals  god  :  a  maumet  lu])ur  i-nov^, 

J5are-inne  was  fe  f eond  of  helle  :  and  muche  folk  to  him  drovj —   1 2 

IT  buy  cleopeden  f&t  Maumet  Astaroth.  :  J^at  |)oru3  ])e  deoueles  mi3te 

Ofte  he  wolde  Answerie  men :  and  manie^  he  bi-nam  heom  heore  si^te, 

heore  speche  and  heore  limes  al-so  :  and  dude'  men  wo  i-novj ; 

&  3 wane  he  a-^en  ani  sick  man  cam^  :  of  his  vuele  he^  with-dronj,  16 

]?anne  was  f  e  sike  man  hoi  anon  :  ase  he  moste  nede  a-mende  \  J{|;  JJ^JJ^ 

Jwane  he  ne  hadde  non  o])ur  vuel  :  bote  ase  fe  schrewe  him  sende ; 

And  he  with-drov^  him  of  is  vuel  :  he  moste  nede  hoi  beo.      J  Hlim™ 

pe  schrewe  tolde  )>e  men  ])anDe  :  ])at  ])is  wonder  mijten  i-seo,  20 

Jjat  he  hadde  foru^  is  mi3te  :  fe  men  i-maud  hoi  i-nov^ — 

And  |)ci^  pQ  schrewe  ne  dude  non  o])ur  guod  :  bote  of  is  vuele  him 

with-drouj.  >  r.  ai->«i  p 

]?are-fore  sike  men  al  dai  :  fill  ])icke  a-boute  him  80U3te 
And  criden  on  him  wel  deolfuUiche  :  |)at  he  to  hele  heom  brou^te.  24 
H  Of  fingue  fat  was  al-so  for-to  come  :  men  axeden  him  feor  and 

neor 
And  he  heom  tolde  of  alle  ])ing  :  Jyoruj  ])e  deoueles  pouwer ; 
Folk  cam  ))icke  arbouten  him  :  bi  dai^e  and  bi  ni^te, 
And  he  ansuerede  heom  of  al  |)at  huy  wolden —  :  muche  is  fe  deoueles 

mijte  I  28 

Ake  after  ])at  seint  Bartelmev  :  to  ])ulke  cite  com, 
\)e  power  of  ])at  false  god  :  clanliche  he  bi-nom : 
For  he  ne  mi3te  aftur  ])ulke  tyme  :  with^  no  man  speke  ri^t  noujt 
Ne  jiuen  Ansuerc  of  no-fing  :  so  he  was  bi-neo])e  i-broiijt ;    » oi.  for  32 
])at  folk  cam  |)icke  a-boute  him  :  to  vnien  at  him  heore  wille 
Of  fingues,ase  huy  weren  bi-fore  i-woned  :  and  euere  he  was  puyr 

stille. 
J5are-f or  ^  was  wonder  inovj  :  deol  and  sor  al-so,  35 

huy  weren  a-ferd  to  beou  for-lore  :  and  fat  huy  hadden  oujt  misdo  : 
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to  atoun  huy  wenden  l^are-bi-side  :  (^oru^  heore  aire  wit, 

to  an  o))ur  Maumet  |)at  was  his  felawe  :  |)at  huy  cleopeden  berit ; 

huy  crieden  on  him  wel  deolf  ulliche  :  fai  he  heom  tolde  fore 

Jwi  Astaroth,  heore  owene  god  :  his  speche  hadde  for-lore.  40 

"  Jb,  je,"  seide  fis  Ixxpere  best  :  "  ^e  ne  witen  nou^t  hou  it  is  1 

with  strongue  chaincs  al  fuyrie  :  he  is  i-bounde,  i-wis, 

For  Bartelmev,  godes  seriaunt  :  |)at  is  ])udere  i-come  ^  ai.  om.    43 

And  in  pe  cite  geth  wel  stilledeliche  :  and^  is  power  him  hath  bi-nome 

And  i-bounde  him  so  faste  )>at  he  ne  may  :  enes  drawe  is  breth, 

Ake  |)oru3  Anguische  is  clene  ouer-come  :  ase  ])ei  he  hadde  i-])oled 

deth."  [toL  168] 

H  "  3wat  is  [he]  ])ilke  Bartelmeu^  *'  :  l^eos  o])er6  him  axeden  a-non, 

'']^at  mai  makien  ore  ahni3tie  god  :  ded  so  any  ston  1"  48 

''he  is/'  seide  ))is  Maumat  : ''  of  gret  pouwer,  ase  ^e  i-seoth, 

he  mai  do  with  us  al  j^at  he  wole  :  for  bi-neoth))e  him  we  beoth. 

Eche  dale  an  hundret  sipQ  :  and  ofm  swuch  bi  ni3te 

he  knevleth  to  is  god  in  guode  entente  :  ])at  jifth  him  al  is  mi^te ;  52 

Aungles  with  him  i-nowe  he  hath  :  ^ware-J^oru^  ))at  he  may  do 

Al  fat  he  wole  with  us  alle  :  and  alle  f ing  he  wot  al-so — 

For  he  wot  nou))e  |)are  ase  he  is  :  al  ore  speche  and  ore  l^ou^t. 

)5are-fore  ich  rede  eov  alle  wel  :  fat  ^e  ne  wrathfi  him  nou3t.  56 

ecli-manere  speche  fat  is  :  he  knoweth  and  speket  al-so, 

bote  at  one  worde,alle  fing  :  he  wot  3wat  is  i-do. 

}if  3e  him  sechez,  fei  30  come  :  ri3t  bi  him  ase  he  is, 

}e  ne  schulle  him  nou3t  i-seo  :  bote  him-seolf  wolle,  i-wis.  60 

*Ake  f  us  30  him  mouwe  i-knowe  :  3if  3e  him  i-seo  : 

he  is  swif  e  long  of  bodi  :  of  ri3t  fair  fourme  and  free, 

Opri3t  he  geoth  and  euene  i-nov3  :  and  swife  3wiJ3t  is  his  bleo, 

his  her  is  broun  and  swife  crips  :  non  ne  mai  cripsoro  beo,  64 

Muchele  ey3ene  and  euene  nose  ;  i-strei3t  a-doun  a-long, 

his  herd  is  long  and  sid  i-nou3  :  and  sum-del  hor  a-mong ; 

In  a  3wiJ3t  Golioun  he  geth  :  he  nath  clofes  non  mo — 

Alle  fis  sixe-and-twenti  3er  :  far-inne  he  hath  i-go  68 

J5at  fram  him  it  neuer-eft  ne  cam  :  ne  hit  ne  a-peirez  nou3t  of  hewe 

Ne  for-oldeth  nou3t  with-alle  :  ake  is  euere  i-liche  newe. 

Wel  he  wot  al  fat  36  spekez  :  and  3wat  3e  doth  alle  here ; 
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J)are-fore,  jif  ho  ecu  axetb  ou^t  :  ^e  ne  mowen  eou  noujt  skere.        7£ 
Ake  3if  he  him  sewi^  so  :  fat  je  him  mowe  i-seo,  ^  at.  scheme 

biddez  him  for  his  louerdes  loue  :  pa^  he  beo  milde  to  me, 
))at  he  ne  come  nou3t  here  nei}  me  :  )>at  ich  beo  to  grounde  i-brou3t 
And  i- tormented  ase  mi  felawe  is —  :  for  i-nelle  mis-don  him  nou^t." 
H  j5o  fis  fole  men  fis  i-heorden  :  buy  weren  in  grefc  fou^t,  77 

And  longue  heom  ])0U3te  are  buy  hadden  :  seint  Bartelmev^  i-sou^t. 
buy  wende  a^en  to  heore  owene  temple  :  ake  buy  weren  alle  blinde : 
twei  daises  buy  sou3ten  him  faste  :  and  ne  mi3ten  him  nou3were 
i-iinde.  80 

Adai  ase  al  f^at  folk  :  to  fe  temple  was  i-brou3t, 
for-to  honouri  heore  false  god  :  |)at  ne  mi3te  heom  helpe  noujt, 
A  giiydi  man  j^are  cam  al-so  :  |)at  ])e  deuel  hadde  i-beo  longue 
In  him  and  bi-nomen  him  is  wit :  and  i-tormented  him  ful  strongue. 
A-non  so  ])is  gidie  man  :  in-toj^is  temple  cam, 
\)e  deuel  |)at  in  him  was  :  gret  deol  to  him  nam,  86 

wel  loude  he  gradde,  "  seint  Bartelmeii3  :  ich  bi-seche  fe, 
]?ine  oresones  brennez  me  al  :  ])ou  haue  merci  of  me  ! "  88 

H  \)Ib  holie  man  stod  faro-bi-side  :  and  answerede  him  a-non : 
"  beo  doumb ! "  he  seide,  **  ich  fe  rede  :  fat  f ou  out  of  him  gon." 
pe  deuel  fleuj  a-non  with  fat  word  :  out  of  him  in  f ulke  place,^ 
And  f  e  sike  man^  bi-cam  bol  and  sound  :  a-non  ])oru3  godes  grace.  92 
]?at  folk  stod  al  in  gret  wonder  :  f o  buy  i-sei3en  f is  cos,         [}  foi.  us  b.] 
And  bi-heolden  fene  holie  man  :  fat  of  swuch  power  was,         •ai.om. 
And  tolden  wide  f  Is  holie  dede  :  fat  ne  ini3te  nou3t  beo  i-hud. 
In  f usse  manere  seint  Bartbelmev3  :  was  formest  in  Inde  i-kud. —  9G 

Pollimius  hiet  f e  kyng  :  fat  of  f ulke  contreie  was  : 
Sone  f 6  tif ingues  to  him  comen  :  of  fat  faire  cas. 
he  hadde  ane  doujter  fat  was  lunatyka  :  fat  fe  deuel  hadde  muche 

with  to  done 
And  made  hire  witles^  euerecb  monthfe  :  ase  hit  feol  in  fe  stat  of  f e 

mone.  ^  ai  biwit    100 

he  sente  to  pis  holie  man  :  seint  Bartbelmevj  wel  sone, 
\)&t  be  of  is  dou3ter  hadde  reouf  e  :  and  hele  hire  f  oruj  is  bone. 
)}udere  wende  f is  holie  man  :  and  f is  mayde  founde 
Bitinde  alle  fat  nei3  hire  come  :  and  grenninde,  faste  i-bounde.     101 

LEGENDS   OF   SAINTS.  D  B 
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}>\s  holie  man  stod  and  bi-heold  :  |)ene  denel  he  made  out  wiende ; 

hire  ri^te  wit  heo  hadde  a-non  :  euer-eft  to  hire  lines  eude. 

WelJe,  glad  was  hire  fader  fo  :  and  elles  it  were  with  wou^  . 

he  liet  fette  forth  riche  clojjus  :  and  gold  and  seluer  inou^,  108 

And  liet  chargi  Camailes  ))are-with  :  and  with  riche  ^imstones  al-so, 

to  present!  with  ])is  holie  man  :  ])at  swuch  dede  hadde  i-do. 

Ake  ])are  nas  non  ])at  mijte  him  finde  :  ))o  hiiy  comen  with  al  J^is 

pruyte — 
))are-bi  he  mitten  onder-stonde  :  |)at  he  ^r-of  tolde  luyte.  1 12 

And  ])o  no  man  ne  mi^te  him  finde  :  hit  of-J^ou^te  sore  ))e  kyngae. 
Ake  nath])eles  |)is  holie  man  :  ne  for-^at  him  of  none  J^ingue. 
A  nijt  ase  he  lai  in  his  bed  :  and  on  him  faste  ]x)U}te,  115 

pia  holie  man  stod  him  bi-fore  :  he  nuste  ho  him  |)udere  bronjte ; 
"  Sire  king,"  he  seide, "  ^wat  was  fe  :  to  siende  me  swuch  pruyte  1 
J)ov  ne  paidest  me  ri^t  noujt  fare-with  :  for  ich  tolde  far^f  luyte  ; 
Ake  pai  tresor  |)at  ich  of  telle  :  |)at  is  heoiiene  riche, 
]^at  ne  ronstez  ne  a-peirez  nou^t  :  ake  euere  worth]?  i-liche.  120 

And  fotio  techen  eoy  of  godes  lawe  :  hidere  ich  am  i-come, 
And  makie  eov  leten  eouwer  false  godes  :  and  lieuen  on  godes  sone  ;^ 
For-to  techen  eov  fulko  lawe  :  hidere  ich  am  i-broujt,       »  ▼.  iin  «i. «». 
And  maken  eov  leten  ouwer  false  godes  :  fat  ne  mouwen  eov  helpe 

nou^t.  124 

And  ^if  f ou  nelt  nou^t  of  fusse  fingue  :  i-lieue  fat  hit  soth  beo, 
Cum  with  me  to  ouwer  false  god  :  and  f  ov  schalt  f e  sof e  i-seo." 
J5e  king  wende  fo  forth  with  him  :  to  hore  false  god  a-non. 
heore  luf ere  preostes  huy  founden  fere  :  bi-fore  him  mani  on        1 28 
And  duden  to  him  heore  sacrefise  :  ase  huy  weren  i-woned  to  done. 
J5e  deuel  fat  wit-inne  him  was  :  wel  loude  he  gradde  sone, 
And  seide,  "  ^e  wrechches,  leteth  a-non  :  and  ne  Anourieth  me  r^t 

nou3t, 
laste  ^e  beon  in  swuch  torment  :  ase  ich  am  inne,  i-bron^t !  132 

For  lesu  cristes  Auiigeles  :  fat  f e  giwes  to  def e  brou^te, 
here  beoth  faste  a-boute  me  :  and  bringueth  me  al-to  nou^te ;         134 
with  brenninde  raketei3es  :  huy  habbeth  nie  faste  i-bounde, 
)5iru3  power  of  heore  liei3e  louerd  :  fat  fe  giwes  3euen  defea  wounde* 
And  he  f are-aftur  fane  f ridde  day  :  so  weilawei  f e  stounde,    [»  SoL  iso} 
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Fram  defe  to  Hue  he  a-ros  :  and  brou^te  us  alle  to  grounde,  138 

And  in  eche  side  his  apostles  senJe  :  to  prechie  godes  name, 
And  on  of  *eom  is  novLpe  here  :  f oruj  3 warn  ich  habbe  fis  schame." 
H  ])at  folk  stod  and  bi-beold  a-boute  :  and  nusten  jwiich  he  was. 
Seint  Barthelmev}  stod  and  sijte  sore  :  and  ofte  seide  alas,  142 

And  seide,  "  nou])e  30  mouwen  i-seo  :  3wuch  lijf  30  ledeth  her, 
And  in  3wuch  a  god  30  bi-lieneth  :  and  3wuch  is  his  pouwer ! 
3 if  30  wollez  p&t  ich  bidde  for  eov  :  mine  louerd  pat  us  bou3te, 
Draweth  a-doun  ouwer  Maumat  :  ant  to-brekez  him  al-to  nou3te ! " 
\)o  ])e  king  i-heorde  )»is  :  his  men  he  hiet  ech-on  147 

A-bouten  him  casten  strongae  ropes  :  and  drawen  him  a-doun  a-non. 
]?at  folk  was  ))0  redi  a-non  :  and  ropes  casten  on  him  i-nowe. 
Ake  hay  ne  mi3ten  him  nou3t  enes  wawie  :  for  al  ])at  huj  alle  drowe. 
*'Doth  a-wei,"  quath  seint  Barthelmev  :  *'and  ouwer  ropes  nimez 

a-doun  I " 
And  fo  |)e  schrewe  on-bounde  was  :   seint  Barthelmey3  seide  is 

oresoun :  152 

"  J30U  deuel,"  he  seide,  **  Jwit  hast  bi-traid  :  f  us  muche  folk  ecli-on, 
Jif  pou  wolt  ])at  I-ne  make  fe  nou3t  :  to  ])e  putte  of  helle  gon,     ^  ai.  of 
wiend  out  a-non  mid^  pulke  fourrae  :  and  brec  hit  al-to  nou3te  I " 
J)e  deuel  a-non  with  fulke  worde  :  wel  narewe  is  wei  he  sou3te,     156 
And  to-bruysde  al  fat  wrechche  maumat  :  and  wiende*  out  farof 

a-non ;  ^  ms.  wiend  )>« 

And  alio  ^  maumates  of  ))e  temple  :  heo  to-daschten  euerech-on. 
Al  ])at  folk  stod  and  ])i8  i-sei3  :  and  wel  loude  bi-gonne  to  crie, 
And  seiden,  ")>are  nis  bote  on  al-mi3ti  god  :  i-boren  of  fe  mayde 

marie  1"  160 

Seint  Barthelmeu  criede  on  lesu  crist  :  and  bad  is  oresoun. 
An  Aungel  cam  so  bnjt  so  soime  :  fram  heouene  li3te  a-doun, 
to  |)e  four  huymes  he  fleu3  a-boute  :  and  in  euereche  he  drou3 
with  his  finger  a  wel  fair  croiz  :  apert  and  cler  inou3.  164 

"  Mi  louerd,"  he  seide,  *'  me  sonde  hidere  :  and  ase  he  him-seolf  me 

sede, 
j)iQ  temple  i-chulle  bi-fore  eou  alle  :  clansi  of  eche  fuyl|)e-hede. 
Ake  ichuUe  nou]re  formest  ])ene  deucl  :  to  eov  alle  schewen,  i-wis, 
pat  30  mouwen  pe  aofe  i-sco  :  3wuch  ouwer  bi-leue  is.  168 

B  D   2 
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Ake  J)ei  he  beo  grislich  for-to  bi-holde  :  ne  habbez  of  him  no  doute, 

Ake  Rwuch  signe  ase  ich  habbe  i-maud  :  in  ]}eos  four  huyrnes  a-boute, 

Makiez  |)ulke  snlue  signe  :  in  ouwer  fore-heued  ech-on, 

And  ech  lu))ur  |)ing  euereft  schal :  fram  eou  fleon  opwc  gon."        172 

po  maden  buy  alle  in  beore  fore-heued  :  |)e  fourme  of  ])e  rode ; 

And  ye  Anngel  beom  scbeuwede  al  a-brod  :  |)ene  deuel  ase  buy  stode, 

))e  fourme  of  a  grislich  man  :  |)at  al  for-broide  were 

id  swarttore  |)ane  euere  ani  blou^man  :  with  foule  farinde  chere ; 
|A  scharp  face  he  hadde  and  al  for-kroked  :  his  berd  atelich  and  long, 
li^ene  brode  al  brenninde  :  red  and  swart  a-mong  ;  178 

-non  to  is  fiet  tilde  is  her  :  and  after  |)e  schrewe  sum  it  drou^  ; 
lis  hondene  bi-hinden  him  at  his  rug —  :  buy  weren  ))are  wel  i-nou)  \ 
^uyrie  speldcne  al  stinkende  :  out  of  is  mouth  he  blaste,        [foL  iw  bu] 
And  f uyr.  of  brumston  at  his  nose  :  ])at  stonk  al-so  foule  and  fa^^te ; 
•Croked  was  bo^  nose  and  mouth  :  wrechchede  was  his  bone — 
And  bote  it*  were  and^  hendi  bachelor  :  a-bid  for^to  oft-sone  I       184 
Dai])et  habbe  swuch  a  louerding  :  and  alle  fat  him  wel  loue  I     \  ^'-^ 
Jeotj  fei  fe  schrewe  gret  pouwer  habbe  :  god  is  euere  a-boue. 
U  **  J)ou  luj)ere  f ing,"  quath  fis  Aungel  :  "  fat  here  art  noufe  ondei 

me, 
For  fou  dudest  Barthelmeus  heste  :  ichulle  habbe  reuf e  of  fe :      188 
Ichulle  fe  onbinde,  and  late  fe  fleo  :  on  eorfe  in  eclie  ende, 
For-to  fe  dai  of  dame*  come  :  fat  fou  to  helle  i-wiende.'*  >  r.  dom« 

)5o  f is  lufere  best  onbounde  was  :  with  wel  grisliche  here 
he  fleuj  a-wei  a-mong  heora  alle  :  and  neuereft  ne  cam  fere.  192 

\)o  fe  Aungel  hadde  al  f  is  ido  :  to  lieouene*  he  wende  an  hci^. 
Jeorne  criede  ech  of  beom  :  fat  al  fis  wonder  i-sei^,  »  ms.  iieoMiw  hwitne 
And  hereden  god,  and  f  ene  Aungel  al-so  :  fat  fare  a-mong  heo[ni]  cam ; 
buy  crieden  euere  on  seint  Barthelmev  :  fat  he  3eue  beom  cristindom. 
So  fat  al  fat  ilke  lond  :  to  cristine-dom  was  i-brou3t  f o,  ^  v.  iw-s  ai.  om. 
)5oru3  fe  Aungele  and  seint  barthelmev —  :  i-blessede  boon  huy  bo  1* 

Pollimius  with  is  Queue  :  alle  is  childrene  he  nam  199 

And  liet  beom*  baptizen  of  seint  barthelmev j  :  and  sethfe  al  is 

kinedom  ;  *  on  the  margin. 

So  fat  al  fat  ilke  lond  :  to  cristinedom  was  i-brou^t. 

J?e  king  for-sok  al  is  lond  :  and  ne  tolde  farof  ri3t  nou3t,  202 
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And  wende  and  siwede  seint  Barthelmeuj  :  and  prechede  with  him 

wcl  faste, 
And  bi-cam  swij^e  holi  man  :  and  was  bischop  at  |)e  laste. 
H  Ane  brof  er,  herre  kyng  pane  he  was  :  he  hadde,  of  grete  pruyte, 
Astriages  was  is  name  :  f^are-bi-side  a  luyte.  206 

})e  typ'mgae  of  seint  Barthelmeu^  :  wel  sone  to  him  cam, 
Al-hou  he  hadde  J^ene  king  is  broj^er  :  i-tumed  to  cristinedam : 
A  |70usend  men  wel  j-Annede  :  After  him  he  sende 
For-to  enqueri  in-to  al  fat  lond  :  ^woder-ward  he  wende.  210 

huy  wenden  and  80U3ten  him  ful  stuymeliche  :  and  fo  he   was 

i-founde, 
bi-fore  heore  kingue  Astriages  :  huy  bron^ten  him,  faste  i-bounde, 
And  8wi])e  ofte  he  was  with  heom  i-pult  :  pat  he  feol   a-doun  to 

ground e.  ^  *  ▼.  218  ai  om, 

U  "  Bel  ami/'  seide  Astriages  ])e  king  :  **  hou  hauest  ])ou  on  i-take  1 
liast  |)ou  mine  bro)>ur  with  tricherie  :  i-maked  mi  godes  for-sake, 
bi  pe  fei  ))at  i  schal  to  mahun  :  ichulle  serui  |)e  al-so  216 

And  make  pe  bi-leue  ])ine  false  god  :  o])ur  to  strongue  de|>e  ])e  do. 
And  ^eot,  peoi,  more  schame  opon  o])ur  :  ase  ich  i-heore^  bi  mannes 

Sawe,  '  ich  Uieore  al,  om. 

]?ov  hast  ore  godes  ellcs-^ware  :  defoulet  and  al-to-drawe." 

IT  "  Sire  king/'  quath  seint  Barthelmeu3  :  *'  ]»oa  ne  seist  noujt  as  fe 

hiende,  •  220 

]?at  i  scholde  with  tricherie  :  ])ine  bro])eres  heorte  wiende ; 
with  no  tricherie  ne  wende  ich  him  :  ake  with  8oth])ene8se  and  with 

ri^te,  >  om. 

Ich  brou^te  him  out  of  mis-bi-leue  :  to  him  )>at  [hath]^  alle  mijte, 
Frain  pe  godes  ))at  beoth  al-so  mi3te-le8e  :  ase  is  ])at  dede  treo        22i 
pat  ich  liet  al-to-drawe.  :  and  3if  ])ou  wolt  )»e  8o])e  i-seo, 
bring  me  to  ))ine  opm  god  :  and  3if  ich  mai  don  swuch  dede,     [foi.  leo] 
I-lief  wel  pat  he  is  mi3teles  :  and  for-sak  pou  him,  ich  rede. 
And  with  pulke  god  pat  ich  on  bi-lieue  :  3if  pou  mi3t  so  on  take,  228 
Ich  rede  pat  pou  a-cordi  pe  :  and  pine  owene  god  for-sake  ;^ 
And  3if  pat  ich  mai  pom  strencpe  of  mi  louerd  :  pinne  god  ouer-come, 
For-sak  pe  wrechchcs  ase  huy  beoth  wuyrpe  :  for  heore  mi3te  heom  is 

bi-nome. "  >  al.  leh  >•  bihoto  traUdw :  |nit  leh  blm  woto  toruU, 
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'N'adde  he  bote  |)is  word  i-seid  :  fat  J^are  ne  cam  to  |)e  kingue        232 

A  messager  wel  hasteliche  :  J^at  brou3te  him  ful  sori  ti])ingue : 

J)at  berit  is  owene  god  :  )>at  he  wel  of te  60U3te, 

was  i-falle  of  ])e  temple  a-doun  :  and  al  to-dascht  to  nou^te. 

H  j5o  fe  king  i-heorde  f is  :  sori  he  was  i-nou^,  236 

he  fierde  ase  a  man  ))at  witles  were  :  and  is  clo))es  al  to-drouj. 

he  liet  nime  seint  barthelmeu  :  and  tormenti  him  wel  faste 

And  with  greto  staues  legge  on  him  :  fe  3wyle  huj  wolden  i- lasts. 

\)o  he  was  defoulet  so  :  pat  TBOxipe  it  was  to  wite,  240 

Ase  we  findez  in  some  stude  :  of  his  line  i- write, 

If  He  liet  him  don  on  a  rode  :  is  heued  toward  ]^e  grounde, 

Fiet  and  hondene  to  |)e  treo  :  i-nailled  and  faste  ^  i-bounde;      >  «i.<^ 

And  seth,  to  don  him  more  pine  :  ase  we  findez  i-w[r]ite  al-so,      244 

bo  he  hadde  peron  i-honged  longue  :  he  liet  him  a-doan  do 

And  liet  huylden  is  fel  al  fram  is  flechs  :  al  quik  with  kene  knyne ; 

Bi^t  ase  men  huyldeth  a  ded  oxe  :  men  hnlden  him  Srliue. 

Alas,  hou  mitten  huy  habben  ])e  heortel  :  alas,  |)e  deolfulle  pine  1 

louerd,  muche  is  ))i  mi3te  :  ase  |)oy  scheoudest  J^are  hi  ]yine  hine  ! 

At])e  laste  po  he  was  i-huld  :  ase  we  findez  i-writen  al-so,         250 
huy  smiten  of  is  holle  heued  :  are  huy  mi3ten  him  to  depe  do — 
Vnnefe  huy  mi3ten  raid  al  ^is  wo  :  bringue  is  lijf  to  fine.  252 

Muche  wonder  was  fat  ani  lijf  mi3te  :  on  eorfe  f olie  swiich  pine  !^ 
his  bodi  was  j)oru3  cristine  men  :  i-bured  faire  i-no»3.        *  r.  252-8  oL  om. 
Wel  f icke,  ase  huy  dorsten  :  fat  folk  f  iidere-ward  drou3  : 
For  ore  louerd  anon-ri^t  for  is  loue  :  fair  miracle  fare  sende ;         256 
Jware-fore  guode  men  f are-a-boute  :  wel  ficke  fudere  wende. 
IT  )je  lufere  king  Astriages  :  fat  him  liet  so  a-quelle, 
he  dradde  him  sumdel  of  f  e  miracles  :  f  0  he  heorde  f  ar-of  telle  : 
Jjane  f reotteofe  dai  fare-afterward  :  fat  he  liet  him  martri  fere,    260 
AUe  f e  grete  maistres  he  nam  with  him  :  fat  of  f e  temple  were, 
And  to  is  toumbe  huy  wenden  alle  :  fare  ase  fat  holie  bodi  lai. 
Anon  80  huy  f udere  comen  :  ase  al  fat  folk  i-say, 
))e  deuel,  fat  heore  maister  was  :  tormentede  heom  a-non  :  264 

For  wreche  of  fat  holie  man  :  huy  bi-comen  guydie  ech-on,^  '  ms.  ncbon 
And  ase  for-lorene  wrechches  huy  deiden  f  0  :  he  ne  liet  heom  no  leng 
gon; 
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Into  helle  ))e  soulene  with  him  he  nam  :  |)are  ne  liet  he  noujt  on. 
H  pe  ty]yingue  was  sone  wide  i-brou^t.  :  huj  dradden  heom  wel  sore 
)jat  of  mis-bi-leue  weren  :  huy  ne  dorsten  f  o  non-more, 
Ake  huy  foi>soken  hore  false  lawe  :  and  beden  ore  louerdes  ore,    270 
And   lieten  heom  cristni    euerech-one  :  ])oni3    seint    Barthelmeus 
lore.  CM.  i«o  b.] 

POllonius,  fat  kyng  was  er  :  and  fat  to  ore  louerdes  lawe  him  nam, 
bischop  huy  maden  him  ouer  heom  alle  :  to  holden  op  cristin- 

dom.  ^  ▼*  276-Sll  om.  in  Aihm.  ft  Vem. 

he  was  bischop  twenti  ^er  :  are  he  dnde  heonne  1-wiende ;  274 

to  fe  loye  of  heoueno  is  soule  wende  :  atfe  twenti  jeres  ende.^ — 
J^are  was  of  seint  Barthelmeu^  :  Miracles  euere  i-nowe,  276 

And  wel  ficke  al-a-boute  to  is  toumbe  :  muche  folk  euere  drowe. 
Jcot  fare  weren  luf ere  men  bi-leued  :  and  hadden  fa[r]to  envie, 
pat  he  bi-liefden  nou^t  fat  ore  louerd  was  i-bore  :  of  fe  maidene 

Marie  : 
A  veteles  huy  maden  al  of  led  :  and  f  are-inne  buy  caste  280 

\)\s  holi  bodi  wel  fijlliche  :  and  dutten  it  swyfe  faste, 
And  amidde  f  e  se  casten  hit  :  and  wolden  deliueren  heom  so. 
Ake  3eot  ore  louerd  cudde  is  mi^te  :  ase  he  hath  ofte  i-do : 
For  fat  ilke  led  a-^ein  is  kuynde  :  fei  it  Yuele  were  is  rijte,  284 

Aboue  f e  watere  it  gan  to  fleote —  :  fare  was  godes  mijte ! — 
For  fat  watur  nadd^  power  non  :  to  holden  it  to  f e  grounde. 
to  f e  cite  of  lupar  it  flet  :  and  fare  it  was  furst  i-founde, 
And  of  cristine  men  op  I-nome  :  and  faire  on  eorf e  i-brou^t.         288 
Jeot  ore  louerd,  fei  he  were  fare  :  he  ne  for-^at  him  ri^t  noujt : 
For  he  sende  miracles  riuedeliche  :  a-boute  f e  bodie  fere. 
Atf e  laste  some  luf ere  men  :  fat  in  f e  londe  were 
hadden  f ar-to  ^eot  gret  onde  :  and  in  a  tyme  bi-stelen  fare-to        292 
And  nomen  fe  bones  up  fram  f e  stude  :  fat  huy  weren  inne  i-do, 
And  in  fe  contreie  a-boute  heom  here  :  and  casten  euerech  in  his 

side. 
Some  in  one  stude  and  some  in  of  ur  :  and  to-spradden  heom  so  wel 

wide,  295 

For  huy  ne  scholden  neuereft  to-gadere  come  :  ne  more  miracle  do. 
So^  longue,  ase  godos  wills  was  :  defoulede  huy  weren  aa         i  «i.  >in. 
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ST.   THOMAS   "long   IN   DOUBT,"  THE   APOSTLE. 

SEint  Barthelmeu^  cam  sethpe  :  to  a  monek  J^are-bi-side  :  298 

"  Mine  bones,"  he  seide,  "beoth  i-cast  :  and  al-to-spradde  wel 
wide : 
I-nelle  non-more  fat  buy  been  so  :  fare-fore  f ou  most  gon  300 

J)is  ny^t  a-boute  fare  buy  beoth :  and  to-gadere  beom  bringne  ech-on." 
"A,  sire,  merci,"  fis  Monek  seide  :  "  bou  scholde  ich  i-knowe  beom 

novl" 
"  Swif  e  wel,"  seide  f  is  holie  man  :  "  and  icbnlle  f  e  tellen  bou : 
Euerecb  of  beom  fare  buy  liggez  :  f ei  it  deork  ni^t  beo,  304 

Schyuc  scbullen  ase  bri^te  ase  sonne  :  fat  wel  feor  f on  scbalt  beom 

i-seo." 
H  ])is  Monek  wende  forth  bi  ni^te  :  be  ne  fond  of  beom  nonjt  on 
]?at  buy  ne  scbinen  ase  clere  ase  ani  sonne. :  and  so  be  gaderede  beom 

ech-on. 
In  a  schip  he  brou^te  beom  in  f e  se  :  with  gret  honour  at-fenende, 
})at  3wodere-so  ore  louerd  wolde  :  foruj  is  wille  [he]  beom  sende. 
A  wynd  fare  cam  and  drof  fat  schip  :  softe  and  euene  i-nouj ;       310 
So  fat  to  f e  ionde  of  a-puyle  :  fat  schip  wel  euene  drou^. 
J)are  weren  f  e  bones  faire  onder-fongue  :  and  faire  in  schrine  i-do. 
Mani  fair  Miracle  fare  comen  sone  :  And  ^eot  fare  doth  al-so. 
Bidde  we  noufe  seint  Barthelmevj  :  fat  hei^  Apostle  is,  314 

J)at  we  moten  f  oru3  his  bone  :  come  to  beouene  blis.     AmeN  I 

66    [Thomas  ap.] 

SEint  Thomas  fe  guode  Apostle  :  I-martred  was  in  .Inde ;     [foi.ieo 
Of  is  lif  we  moten  rede  :  ase  we  in  boke  dothf  finde. 
J3e  jwyle  ore  louerd  on  eorf e  was  :  with  him  he  wende  a-boute. 
Men  cleopeden  him  sethf  e  ane  to-nome  :  "  Thomas  longue  in  doute : " 
For  f o  ore  louerd  fram  def e  to  liue  a-ros  :  In  doute  f ar-of  he  was  ; 
j)e  Apostles  it  leueden  ech-one  wel  :  bote  f  is  ilke  seint  Thomas,       6 
Bote  he  seide  fat  he  it  nolJe  i-leue  :  bote  he  8ei3e  is  wounde 
And  handlede  as  and  ferinne  pulte  :  is  finguer  ofur  is  fombe^ —      8 
For  f  is  Mis-bileue  men  him  cleopeden  :  "  Thomas  longue  in  doute," 
Ase  men  redeth  ^eot  in  holie  churche  :  ^wan  is  dai  cometh  a-boute. 
IT  Sethf  e  cam  ore  louerd  crist  :  mid  is  woundes  al  a-blode       *  JJi)Ji<t 
To  him  and  to  is  desciples  :  fare  buy  to-gadere  stode  ;  12 


ST.   THOMAS   18   BIDDEN   BY   CHRIST  TO   GO   TO   INDIA;  AS   A      377 
CARPENTER  TO   KING   GONDOFOBUS. 

Oro  louerd  eeide, "  Thomas,  liider  f i  finguer  :  ant  pult  liere  into  mi 

side, 
And  ne  beo  nou3t  ii>  mis-bi-leue  :  for  mine  woundene  fou  sixt  wide." 
j5o  bi-liefde  he  wel  fat  it  was  soth  :  and  al-so  euereft  more;  15 

**  Mi  louerd/'  he  seide,  "  and  mi  god  :  ich  bidde  fe  milce  and  ore  ! " 
})o  )>at  he  ]fe  Bo\>e  i-sai^  :  ore  loiierd  he  louede  faste, 
And  prechede  is  manhede  and  cmtinedom  :  ])e  3 wile  is  lif  i-laste. — 
H  It  bi-feol,  longue  after  fo  tyme  :  fat  ore  louerd  to  heouene  wende, 
]?at  Gondofre,  fe  king  of  Inde  :  wel  wide  a-boute  sendo  20 

3if  man  mi^hte  ani  Carpenter  :  finde,  quoynte  and  8lei3h, 
In  anie  londe,  fat  him  coufe  a-rere  :  a  paleys  noble  and  hei3h. 
In  f  e  londe  of  cesaree  :  seint  Thomas  was  f  0 : 

"vre  louerd  a-li^hte  a-doun  fram  heouene  :  and  a^eiii  him  cam  go,   24 
"  Thomas,"  he  seide,  "  f  e  king  of  Inde  :  haueth  i-sent  here-nei3h 
To  furie^  after  a  Carpenter  :  fat  were  quoin te  and  slei3]i :        >  ol  secu 
Cum  here  with  me,  and  ichulle  :  f  udere  to  him  f  e  sende." 
"A.,  louerd,  fin  ore,"  quath  seint  Thomas  :  *'I-ne  rechche  jwodere 

ich  wiende,  28 

Bote  fat  I-ne  come  nou3t  in  tnde  :  for  f ar-of  me  deth  a-grise ; 
Siend  me  elles  3wodere  f  on  wolt  :  ac  f  udere  in  none  wise  I " 
H  *'  j)o\x  schalt  wiende  f  udere,"  ore  louerd  seide  :  ''  and  ichulle  beou 

with  f  e. 
And  3  wane  fou  ha^  f oni3h  fi  prechingue  :  fat  lond-folc  i-brou3ht  to 

me,  32 

]^ou  sclialt  fare  i-martred  beon  :  and  to  me  f anne  i-wiende. 
Go  we  to  fis  Messager  :  and  f  udere  ichulle  fe  siende/' 
buy  come  and  meiten  fis  Messager  :  fat  broa3te  fis  tyf ingne, 
Ase  he  cam  furst  op  of  f e  se  :  a-middes  f e  Chepingue —  36 

Aben  he  was  i-hote.  :  ore  louerd  bine  fare  mette, 
And  axede  3wat  he  fere  80U3hte  :  and  wel  faire  He  hini  grette. 
IT  ** Mi  louerd  Gondofre,"  quath  Aben  :  "fat  is  kyng  of  Inde, 
Sende  me  hidere  3if  fat  ich  mi3hte  :  ani  quoynte  Carpenter  finds    40 
And  fat  [ich],  hou-so  ich  euere  on  toke  :  in  alle  manere  him  brou3te : 
]?at  [ich]  with  Catele,  3if  he  were  f  ral :  of  is  louerd  him  bou3te 
And  fat  ich  liim,'  3if  he  freo  man  were  :  huyrde  him  deore  i-noi^h ; 
And  fo^to  do  sum-3ware  mi  neode  :  bider-ward  ich  drou3h."    >  am.  uim 


378      ST.    THOMAS    ASSURES    ABEN    THAT   HE    CAN    BUILD    HIS    MASTER, 

KINO  OONDOFRE,  A   SPLENDID   PALACE. 

IT  "  Ich  habbe  ane  man,"  ore  louerd  seide  :  "  fat  ri^ht  min  owene  is, 

]?at  jwanne  ich  him  ofte  a-boute  sende  :  wel  he  wrou^hte,  i-wis,^     46 

And  dude  is  mester  swi))e  wel  :  ^wodere  he  enere  i-wende,     p  foL  lei  b.] 

And  euere  al  fat  he  mi3htebi-3ite^  :  he  broii3te  me  ofur  sende.  ing.,li. 

For  quoyntore  bold  he  can  make  :  fane  euere  in  Inde  were ; 

Ne  swuch  man  nis  fare  in  Inde  non  :  fat  swuch  bold  coufe  a-rere.'*^ 

Ore  louerd  tok  seint  Thomas  :  Aben  bi  fe  honde ;  >  a/.svT.  more. 

pat  ope  fe  forewarde  fat  he  made  :  ladde  him  to  is  londe.^  52 

IF  Aben  ope  f is  forewarde  :  glad  and  blife  was ; 

Into  schipe  he  wende  a-non  :  with  fe  guode  man  seint  Thomas. 

Sone  he  axede  seint  Thomas  :  ase  buy  in  f  e  se  i-wende, 

3wefer  he  puyrliche  is  man  were  :  fat  him  f udere  sende.  56 

"  Jif  ich  nadde,"  quath  seint  Thomas  :  "  puyrliche  is  man  i-beo, 

Mi  inaiihe[de]^  ich  wolde  habbe  for-sake  :  fo  he  bi-tok  me  fe." 

"  Sei3e  f  ou  me,"  quath  Aben,  "  3eot :  3wat  is  f  i  seruise  1   >  ai.hit  numred* 

3ware-of  seruest  f ou  fat  hei3e  Man  :  fat  30  beon  bof e  so  wise  1 "     60 

H  "  A  carpenter,"  quath  seint  Thomas  :  ''  ich  am,  quoynte  and  8lei3h, 

paleys  and  bold  ich  can  arere  :  swif e  noble  and  hei3h, 

strong  and  li3t  and  swif e  fair  :  with-outen  and  with-inne, 

pai  no  man  ne  may  it  felle  a-doun  :  with  strencf  e  ne  with  ginne,  64 

Ne  so  strong  wynd  ne  tempcste  :  fat  greuie  mouwe  it  ou3t ; 

So  quoynte  bold  nas  neuere  on  eorf e  :  to  no  prince  i-wrou3t." 

"  Deu  merci,"  quath  f is  Aben  :  **  fat  f  i  louerd  gret  Man  is, 

Jjat  so  quoynte  Men  hat  onder  him  :  i-not  non  swuch,  i-wis  ! "        68 

H  **  Hei3h  Man  he  is,"  quath  seint  Thomas  :  "  and  an  hei3  kyngues 

sone. 
Ope  ane  hei3e  Montayngne  his  wonijngue  is  :  fare  he  wole  euere 

wone ; 
J3are  he  halt  is  heritage  :  and  is  fader  kynedom  an  hei3b  ; 
J5are  nis  non  of  is  fon  so  strong  :  fat  mouwe  come  ferc-nei3h.  72 

Sik  man  ne  pouere  nis  fare  non  :  so  riche  fat  lond  is  ; 
So  murie  lond  nas  neuere  i-sei3e  :  ne  of  swuch  solas  ne  blis." 
Tellinde,  buy  rouweden  forth  in  f e  se  :  so  fat  f oru3  guod  winde 
J5ene  seuef  o  day  huy  comen  a-lond  :  wel  a  feos  half  Inde.  76 

IT  At  ane  hei3e  toune  huy  a-riueden  :  fare  a  kyng  inne  lay 
)}at  liet  weddi  to  an  hei3h  Man  :  his  dou3hter  fat  ilke  day. 


8T.   THOMAS   IS   STRUCK   BT  A  BUTLER    WHO  IS  TORN  TO  PIE0B8      379 
BT   A  UON   FOR  IT.      ST.   THOMAS   BLBSSBS   A  BRIDAL  OOUFLB. 

At  l^is  bruydale  was  plei  i-nou^h  :  song  and  gret  hoppingue^ 
Taboors  and  ti])ele  and  symphan  je  :  stiues  and  barpingue.  80 

Seint  Tbomas  and  l^is  Aben  :  wenden  to  Jjis  feste, 
So  Manie  Men  wel  ofte  dotb  :  with  li^t  biddingue  o])ur  heste. 
H  A  Taborere  song  atfe  mete  :  aso  it  is^  ri3bte  was.  J  JisTiin'^'  '"^ 

Ase  he  eode  singuynde  op  an  doun  :  he  bi-heold  on  seint  Thomas : 
hiie^  l^oujhte  ])at  he  was  cristine  man  :  to  paijen  him  he  gan  singue 
**  Cristine  men  habbez  ane  god  :  loaerd  of  alle  l^inguo.''  8G 

\)o  seint  Thomas  pis  i-heorde  :  he  bad  hire  singue  eft-sone. 
\)'B  taborere  song  up  an  doun  :  and  dude  seint  Thomas  bone. 
\)o  Botiler  chidde  with  seint  Thomas  :  for  he  made  hire  siugue  more, 
And  smot  him  a  boffat  onder  pe  Ere  :  pai  him  smert  ful  sore.         90 
IT "  I-nelle  noujt  a-rise/'  quath  seint  Thomas  :   "  heonne  fram  mi 
fere  Cfoi.  lesj 

Are  ich  i-seo  an  hound  bringue  pvUke  bond  :  a-mong  al  ])is  folke  here." 
})o  ]7at  folk  hadde  al-mest  i-^ete  :  pe  Botiler  wende  sone  93 

Out  to  ane  welle  to  fechche  in  watur  :  ase  he  hadde  ]>are-with  to  done. 
\)o  he  out  to  pe  welle  cam  :  a  leon  l^ere  cam  gon 
Ant  hente  l^ene  botiler  hi  pe  l^rote  :  and  a-stranglede  him  a-non,      96 
And  to-drou^h  ech  lime  fram  o])ur.  :  an  hound  ])ere  cam  hi  cas 
And  kipte  up  pQ  bond  in  is  mouth  :  ]7at  he  smot  with  seint  Thomas, 
And  bar  as  in  bi-fore  al  ))at  folk  :  and  so  bi-fore  pe  kingue. 
]pare  nas  non  |)at  pia  i-sai3h  :  ]7at  ne  wondreden  of  |)at  l^ingue,       100 
And  seiden,  ''  pia  is  an  holi  Man  :  pat  god  deth  fore  swuch  dede : 
For  bi  pe  botilere  it  is  icome  :  Ti3ht  ase  he  er  seide.**  102 

H  Jje  kyng  liet  cleopie  bi-foro  him  :  seint  Thomas  a-non, 
And  seide,  "  |)ou  art  an  holi  man  :  ])at  pus  a-wrecxt  )>e  of  ])ine  fon  : 
pou  schalt  with  me  to  mi  dou3ter  :  into  hire  chaumbre  wende       105 
And  blessi  hire,  and  hire  spouse  :  |)at  buy  habben  pe  betters  ende." 
Seint  Thomas  with  pQ  king  :  in-to  chaumbre  gan  gon ; 
)9at  ^ongue  wif  and  hire  spouse  :  a-^ein  him  come  a-non.  108 

Seint  Thomas  is  holie  bond  :  ope  bei3e  heore  heuedes  leide 
And  blessede  heom  a-godes  name  :  and  is  oresun  seide.  110 

IT  he  nam  is  leue  and  wende  a-3ein  :  and  pe  3ongue  spouse 
ladde  him  forth  &  )>onkede  him :  j>at  he  cam  in  pe  house.^    *  £*123tar 
A  3eord  of  palm  cam  in  is  hond  :  he  nuste  hou  it  cam, 


3d0      ST.    THOMAS.      A    MIRACLE.      THE    BRIDAL    COUPLE    ABB    CHASTE, 

AND   TRUE   CHRISTIANS:    THEIR  FOLK  TOO. 

Ase  he  ladde  seint  Thomas —  :  wel  gladlichc  he  it  nam :  114 

})e  3eord  was  f  ul  of  Dates  :  wexinde  ase  ]7ei  huy  were. 

Gret  wonder  and  ioye  huy  [hadden]  :  of  fis  miracle  fere. 

]?is  30unge  Man  bar  is  30Dge  wif  :  fia  fruyt  so  guod  and  suete ; 

Of  ])at  fruyt  huy  nomen  bo|)e  :  and  gladliche  ]7ar-of  ete.  118 

IT  Sone  po  huy  hadden  ])arof  i-ete  :  huy  ne  mi3hten  no  feor  gon, 

Ake  ay]7er  lai  a-doun  bi  o^ur  :  and  softe  slepen  a-non. 

Men  beddeden  heom  ase  softe  ase  huy  mijhten  :  and  palles  on  heom 

caste, 
And  wenden  alle  out  bote  heom-suluen  two  :  and  ])e  doren  madi'n 

faste.  122 

Ase  huy  lei3e  bo])e  and  slepen  :  a  fair  king  to  heom  cam. 
And  bi-twene  heom  stod,  in  fair  Abite  :  and  bi-tweone  is  Armes 

heom  nam ; 
'*  Mine  leoue  children/'  he  seide  :  ''min  apostle  pat  was  her 
Blessede  eov  for  pat  ^e  scholden  :  of  heouene  beo  parteners :  126 

Doth])  aftur  him,  and  3e  schullen  beo  :  paie  with-outen  ende." 
Stille  he  liet  heom  ligge  and  slepe  :  and  wel  softe  a3ein  gan  wendc. 
^  po  huy  a-woken,  huy  lei3en  and  tolden  :  hou  pai  it  beo  mi3hte ; 
gret  wonder  huy  hadden  for  huy  nusten  :  nou3ht  of  ])is  noble  Ri3hte. 
Ase  huy  lei3en  and  herof  tolden  :  seint  Thomas  to  hom^  wende;  131 
"J3e  kyng,"  he  seide,  "fat  with  eov  spak  :  hidere  to  eov  me  seude — 
Jjei  3ates  and  doren  beo  faste  imade  :  he  hath  [me]  in  i-brou3t.    »Ms.him 
3 if  3e  wollez  fe  Ioye  a-fongue  :  fat  he  haueth  to  eov  i-wrou3ht, 
And  his  blessingue  fat  ich  eov  3af  :  f oru3  me  witez  al-so, 
In  Ioye  anl  blisse  with-outen  ende  :  of  heouene  he  wole  eov  do.  136 
For  36  habbez  3eot  ouwer  Maiden-hod  :  fat  of  eche  guodnesse  is 

quene,  [w.  i62  b.] 

^  J5at  neuero  ne  a-dwynet  bi-fore  god  :  ac  euere  is  bri3t  and  schene.** 
Jjis  3ongues^  feollen  a-doun  :  to  seint  Thomas  a-kneo,       »  o/.  jonge  |)ingw 
^  And  crieden  on  him  fat  he  heom  tei3te  :  in  guode  liue  to  beo.       140 
II  Seint  Thomas  heom  precliede  anon  :  hou  it  of  ore  louerd  is, 
And  brou3te  heom  bof  e  to  cristiudom  :  and  f  e  kingue  and  alle  his. 
On  of  his  desciples  sethfe  he  nam  :  fat  het  dyonis, 
And  made  him  maister  of  fat  folk  :  fat  huy  ne  wrou3ten  amis ;    144 
]?esne  dyonis  he  made  preost  :  and  ane  churche  he  liet  arere. 


ST.  THOMAS    UNDERTAKES   TO   BUILD  KING   GONDOFBE  A  SPLENDID    381 
PALACE,  BUT   INSTEAD,    PUTS   UP   CHURCHES. 

pat  folk  cam  eche  daye  :  and  lieor[d]e^  seruise  ])ere.  ^  i£S.iMor» 

J)o  fat  lend  was  al  i-brou3t :  in  guod  stat  i-nov, 
Seiut  Thomas  is  leue  nam  :  and  toward  Inde  him  drov.—  148 

IT  Anon  so  Aben,  ]7at  cam  aftur  him  :  to  Inde  mi3hte  him  bringne, 
with  gret  loye  he  ladde  him  forth  :  and  broujte  him  bi-fore  ^q 

kinguo. 
To  a  fair  place  ]>e  kyng  him  ladde  :  and  axede  him  on  alle  wise 
3 if  he  coufe  fere  swuch  bold  a-rere  :  ase  he  him  cou|)e  deuise.       162 
Seint  Thomas  bi-heold  f  is  noble  place  :  "  sire,"  he  seide,  "  3e, 
So  fair  bold  nis  in  al  ])is  lond  :  ase  ich  can  here  arere  pe,'* 
Ane  pe7'che  he  nam,  and  mat  a-boute  :  hou^  ech  hons  scholde  beo. 
IT  "  Sire,"  he  seide,  **  mi  deuis  :  fou  schalt  here  i-seo  :        »  a/.a«    156 
]?e  halle  ichuUe  furst  arere  :  in  pis  place  in  alle  wise, 
Est-ward  pe  dore  and  pe  porche  :  ri^ht  ase  pe  sonne  arisez, 
)?at  pQ  Sonne  3 wane  heo  a-rist  :  at])e  dore  in  schine ;  159 

here  jond  ichulle  fe  chaumbres  habbe  :^  And  a  conduyt  J)are-bi-side." 
he  deuisede  [al]  euene  inov :  and  longue  i-nou3  and  wide,  i^mV*"*iyneI"*'* 
So  noble  bold  ne  mi3hte  non  beo :  ase  he  gan  fare  deuise.  >«  Kin  hibb?: 
IT  \)e  kyng  of  is  sotilte  :  bi-gan  sum-del  a-grise,  « a/,  deuiaest 

And  seide,  "  certus,  ich  3iue  fe  pris  :  of  fe  beste  Carpenter  164 

And  fe  quoyn teste  fat  ich  euere  i-knev  :  and  best  deuised^her.** 
he  toe  him  cateP  i-nov3  :  swuch  bold  with  to  rare ;  »  at.  gureiwun 

And  wende  him-sulf  out  of  fe  lond  :  fat  to  3er  ne  cam  he  fere. 
Seint  Thomas  fis  tresor  nam  :  and  wide  wende  in  londe  168 

And  prechede  Men  of  cnstindom  :  and  of  god  to  vnder-stonde ; 
]?at  tresor  he  delde  pouere  men  :  euere  3  ware  he  heom  founde. 
IT  Muclie  folk  he  brou3te  to  cnstindom  :  a-boute  into  al  fat  londe; 
IT  Churchene  he  arerde  mani  on  :  and  preostes  he  sette  fere —      172 
Swich  quoynte  bold  and  noble  it  was  :  fat  he  wolde  f e  kyngue  a-rere. 
))e  f  ridde  3er  fe  king  cam  hom  :  and  wende  al*3are  to  finde 
his  bold  ase  he  hadde  bi-speke.  :  and  f  0  was  it  al  bi-hinde. 
After  seint  Thomas  he  sende  a-non  :  fat  bi-traide  him  so,  he  seide.  176 
Sone  Men  tolden  him  hou  it  was  :  and  al  of  is  dede. 
\>e  king  liet  him  nimen  a-non  :  and  in  strongue  prisone  him  do,^ 
And  swor  othf  fat  he  scholde :  al  quik  i-huld  beo  *  brouT? bfidm "idudl^iS^ 
And  sethfe  i-barnd  al-to  douste  :  and  with  fe  wind  a-wei  fleo.       180 


382      ST.  THOICAS.      KING   GONDOFBE's    BROTHBB   GAD   DIES,    BEES   HIS 
PALACE  IN   HEAVEN,  AND  IS  BESTOBED  TO  LIFE. 

IT  ))e  kingus  brof er,  J»t  heijte  Gad  :  al  atfe  deje  lay : 
pe  kyng  al  for-3at  seint  Thomas  :  for  deol  ])at  he  i-saijh ;  CfoL  les] 

he  hiet  is  Men  witen  him  wel  :  and  is  felawe  also, 
For-to  is  bro])ar  were  in  betere  point  :  fai  he  mijhte  heore  dom 
heom  do.  184 

IT  So  ))at  is  bro))ur  deide  sone.  :  ])e  kyng  made  deol  I-novjh ; 
he  liet  him  a-gTei])i  swi])e  fayre  :  and  elles  it  were  wou^h ; 
Four  dawes  he  heold  him  inne  :  |)at  he  faire  a-grey])ed  were  187 

In  pourpre  and  cheisel  and  guode  jimmes  :  ])at  no  defaute  l^are  nere. 
\)o  he  [was]^  imaud^  with  grete  nobleye  :  l^ene  feor])e  day  huy  him  noroe 
And  with  gret  compaygnie  of  hei^e  men  :  to  is  burijngue  come.     1 90 
IT  Ase  huy  wolden  )ds  dede  man  :  in  is  putte  do,        ^  om.    •  ai.  agrtiM 
With  grete  nobleije  and  pruyte  i-nov  :  and  with  wop  and  sor  also, 
he  a-ros  up  fram  depQ  to  Hue  :  a-mong  heom  euerech-one. 
\>o  mauden  huy  loye  and  blisse  i-novj  :  ])at  lusten  er  betei'e  grone. 
"  Biofet"  he  seide,  po  he  a-ros  : ''  ])ou  dudest  ane  vuele  dede, 
])at  seint  Thomas  |)e  holie  roan  :  into  pnsone  liete  lede,  196 

For  mid  god  of  heouene  he  is  wel —  :  and  Jjorujh  him  ich  am  nov 
To  Hue  ibrou^t  ase  je  iseoth])  :  and  i-chuUe  30U  tellen  hov. 
IT  For  Aungles  oomen,  po  ich  was  ded  :  and  mine  sonle  here, 
And  scheuwede  rae  fe  loye  of  heouene  :  fei  ich  vnwuyrf e  were.  200 
J3is  noble  bold  he  schewede  me^ :  fat  seint  Thomas  Het  arere  « a/. meek 
with  fat  tresor  fat  f ou  him  toke —  :  god  jeue  fat  ich  were  fere  ! 
I-mauJ  it  is  ase  he  deuisede  f e  :  and  noblelokur,  jif  it  may, 
Of  3imme8  and  stones  p7*eciouse— ^  :  so  noble  neuere  i-ne  sai3.         204 
*  Lo/  seide  f  e  Aungel  f  o  :  *  sixt  f  ou  f  is  noble  bold  1 
\)\8  hath  seint  Thomas  a-rerd  :  of  fat  seluer  and  of  fat  gold 
J)at  fi  brofur  him  bi-tok  :  elles-jware  to  bi-guynne; 
Ake  f i  brofur  vnwuyrf e  is  :  forto  come  f are-inne/  208 

'  Ore  louerd  it  ^eue/  ich  seide  f o  :  *  fat  it  ouwere  wiUe  it  were 
fat  ich  moste  here  porter  beo —  :  for  non  betere  wuyrf e  ich  nere.' 
II  *  we  schullen/  seide  an  Aungel  f  0  :  *  to  ore  louerd  for  f  e  bi-seche 
J3at  fi  soule  wende  to  eorfe  a-3ein  :  fi  lijf  for-to  eche,  212 

For- to  libben  on  eorfe  more  :  to  don  al  fine  wille. 
Ake  buye  out  Thomas  of  prisone  :  ich  rede,  fat  he  ne  a-spille. ' " 
J30  he  hadde  f  is  tale  i-told  :  he  orn  to  seint  Thomas, 
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HEN,   AND  IS  TAKEN   FOR  A  GOD. 

And  feol  to  is  fiet  and  ])onkede  him  :  ase  be  in  prisone  was,         216 
And  tolde  al  of  him  hoa  it  was  :  and  had  him  jeome  al-so 
To  for-^iue  is  hro])ur,  ^e  king  :  ])at  he  him  hadde  mis-do.  218 

%  \)e  kyng  cam  al-so  eome  a-non  :  and  criede  him  milce  and  ore, 
To  for-3iuen  him  ]7at  he  hadde  mis-do  :  and  seide  lie  nolde  non-more. 
Ont  of  prisone  huy  hroujten  him  sone  :  with  loye  and  hlisse  i-nou^. 
pQ.t  folk  honourede  him  ase  a  god  :  and  wel  ]7icke  a-boute  him  drou^. 
"  Muche  hath  ore  louerd,"  quath  seint  Thomas  :  "  for  eov  alle  i-do, 
psX  schewede  eov  ])us  is  priuete  :  jwane  30  ne  booth  non3t  wnyrj^e 

fer-to.  224 

]}at  paleis  is  noble  and  riche  i-noY  :  ])at  ich  l^are  habbe  i-wronjt : 
with  \>et  tresor  ])at  fe  king  me  tok  :  to  ende  it  is  i-brou^t ;    - 
£ch  man  ]7at  wole  don  af tur  me  :  padere  he  schal  wende        [ftn.  les  b.] 
And  louerd  and  prince  ])are  beo  :  euere  with-outen  ende.  228 

3e  mouwe  wienden  in-to  al  ])at  lond  :  and  i-seon  al-a-boate 
Ech  contreie  ful  of  churchene  :  pai-oi  30  mowen  beo  pronte : 
Sire  king,  alle  huy  booth  a-rerd  :  of  tresur  p^t  pon  me  toke. 
3if  J'ou  nelt  nou3t  i-leue  me  :  viend  a-boute  and  loke ! "  232 

\)Q  kyng,  and  al  pat  oput  folk  :  pat  ])icke  a-boute  him  com, 
Bi-lieueden  on  god  for  pia  miracle  :  and  tumden  to  cnstindom. 
H  Fourtene  {^ousend  of  men  :  to  ore  louerd  tur[n]den  J^ere, 
with-oute  children  and  wummen  :  pai  Manie  al-so  were.  236 

Seint  Thomas  heom  tei3hte  pe  n^hte  bi-leue  :  and  made  heom  pax-ol 

wise; 
At  eche  church e  he  sette  ane  preost :  to  don  heom  heore  seruise. 
\)o  huy  weren  alle  in  guod  point  :  his  leue  wel  faire  he  nam. 
And  wende  ferrore  into  pe  lond  :  to  pr^hi  crtstindom. —    -         240 
H  In-to  an  o))ur  contreie  he  cam  :  l^are  he  a-stuute  ane  stonnde ; 
he  pulte  him  forth  wel  baldeliche  :  and  prechede  to  grounde ; 
Deue  and  blinde  and  o]7ere  al-so  :  ])at  in  sicknesse  weren  i-bounde, 
he  helde  a-non  j^oruj  godes  grace  :  3 wane  he  anie  founde.  .  244 

Swuche  Miracle  ase  he  dude  :  ^ru3  ore  louerdes  sonde, 
Kas  neuere  a-mong  heom  i-sei3e  :  in  none  stude  of  pQ  londe. 
H  ))at  word  sprong  of  him  wide  :  fale  lomeis  Jeanne 
]}at  god  was  into  Inde  i-come  :  in  a  fourme  of  manne ;  248 

he  was  gladdore  l^ane  ani  Man  :  ])at  l^udere  mi3Ute  wende 
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To  liabbe  enes  a  si3th  of  him  :  a-boute  in  echo  ende ;  250 

Grct  prece  cam  a-bouteu  him  :  of  fe  contreie  feor  and  nei^h^ 

And  heolden  him  god  in  Mannes  fourme  :  euerech  ])at  him  i-8ei3h. 

IT  j)e  riche  men  ])at  weren  nei^h  :  ane  noble  croune  wrou3ten 

Of  gold  and  of  Eiche  ^ymmes  :  and  to  J^is  holie  Man  huj^  broujten, 

And  ech-manere  cIo]7ingae  also  :  ])at  a  k  jiig  werie  scholde,        ^  ok  om. 

For-to  clo]7i  him  ase  an  hei^h  kyng  :  and  crouni  him  with  golde.^  25G 

^  Seint  Thomas  stod  and  bi-heold  :  no-|)ing  ]7ar-of  he  nolde  ; 

''  Mine  leoue  freond/'  he  seide,  ''  ^e  weneth  :  pai  ich  beo  ]7at  i-nani 

nOU^t :  *  A  V.  om. :  Grete  tretonr  hi  brojte  him  ak  :  jif  he  it  foiige  wolt]«. 

I-nam  no  kyng  swuch  J'ing  to  habbe  :  ase  ^e  me  habbuth  i-wroa3t, 
I-nam  nou3ht  god,  ase  some  weneth  :  ake  ich  am  is  hine,  260 

And  he  me  hath  hidere  i-sent  :  to  bringue  eou  fram  helle  pine 
And  techen  eov  fur-sake  eower  false  godes  :  pat  ne  mouwen  eov  helpe 

noii3t,  262 

And  to  bi-leue  on  ore  ri3hte  louenl  :  |)at  us  alle  hath  i-wrou3t. 
IT  Bi-leueth  on  him,  ich  eov  rede  :  and  to  loye  3e  schullen  wende. 
]}at  tresour  ]7at  3e  bringuelh  me  :  ponere  men  30  it  sende, 
For  ri3ht  nou3ht  i-nelle  |)are-of  :  ake  deleth  it  heom  a-boute ;        26G 
And  bi-lieuez  on  Ihe^  crist  :  and  no-])ing  ne  schuUe  30  doute."^ 
Sike  men  fare  comen  )^icke  :  a-boute  in  euercch  side,        *  v.  lee-?  ta.  om. 
Blindo  and  Doumbe  and  ofere  al-so  :  heore  hele  fort-abide, 
Museles  and  crokede  ek  :  and  fat  weren  in  palasye  ;^        *  v.wo-i  u^  cm. 
Ful  l^icke  Iniy  stoden  in  pe  place  :  on  ])is  holie  man  to  crie.  271 

IT  Seint  Thomas  alle  feos  sike  Men  :  broujhte  in  one  place,       [foi.  ic4] 
And  a-mong  heom  sat  a-doun  akneo  :  and  bad  ore  louerdes  grace 
];at  he  cudde  is  mi3hte  and  is  grace  :  and  heore  hele  heom  sende  ]7ere, 
So  ])at  al  ))at  folk  ]7e  sof e  i-sei3e  :  |)at  al-mi3hti  god  he  were. 
po  he  hadde  ore  louerd  ]7us  i-bede  :  a-mong  heom  pare  cam  276 

So  gret  li3ht  and  cler  schinyngue  :  pat  heore  si3ht  heom  almest  bi- 

nam; 
IT  hit  ouer-spradde  furst  seint  Thomas  :  ase  he  lai  in  is  beden,      278 
And  fe  sike  Men  alle,  fat  huy  f ullen  a-doun  :  euerech  in  his  stede, 
And  lei3en  fare  al  plat  to  giounde  :  f e  mountaunce  of  half  a  tide, 
J?e  3wile  fis  grete  li3ht  i-laste  ;  ech  hi  oferes  side. 
A-non  so  fat  li3ht  i-passed  was  :  fat  ech  mi3hte  of ur  i-seo,  282 
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Ech-one  buy  a-risen  up  bole  and  sounde  :  bolore  ne  mijbte  none  men 

beo. 
IT  ))are  was  loye  and  blisso  i-nou^  :  )»ere  ne  mi^hie  beo  non  more ; 
buy  bonoureden  saint  Tbomas  :  and  criden  bim  milce  and  ore.      285 
)9are  turnden  po  nei3b  a  ])ousend  men  :  and  i-baptizede  were, 
witb-oute  children  and  wnmmen  :  Jjoru^  is  miracle  ])ere. 
Jjat  cri  was  po  f arof  so  muche  :  fat  al  fat  lond  wel  wide  288 

))ar-of  spac,  and  fudere  omen  :  ful  ficke  in  euerech  side.— 
IT  Carik  biet  f e  kingues  mei  :  fat  of  fulke  londe  was, 
Migdonia  bei^te  is  wif  :  fat  ore  louerd  jaf  swif e  fair  cas. 
For  Migdonia,  f  is  guode  wif  :  to  a  wumman  cam  292 

J)at  beo  knevj  erore  and  was  fo  :  i-turnd  to  cristindom, 
]?at  badde  six  ^er  blynd  i-bco  :  and  guod  sijbt  beo  badde  f  o ; 
"Leoue  soster,"  quatb  fis  Migdonie  :  **bou  is  fis  i-go 
))at  fov  bast  so  longae  blind  i-boo  :  and  nou  art  i-beld  sol  296' 

3wat  is  f ilke  wise  Man  :  fat  s^"cb  mi^bte  may  do  ? " 
IT  "  Certes,  Dame,"  fis  of ur  seide  :  "  f e  nobleste  Man  it  is 
J)at  euere  on  vrf e  a-mon[g]  men  cam  :  witb-oute  god  sulf,  i-wis ; 
For  be  beletb  f e  sike  fat  wollez  beon  bole  :  and  f ar-of  ne  faillez  be 

neu^re.  300 

haddestfov  enes  bim  i-sei^e  :  f e  gladdore  fou  woldest  beo  euere.'' 
"  Dev  merei,"  quatb  fis  guode  wijf  :  "  bou  may  icb  best^  on  take 
)9at  icb  badde^  i-seije  fis  bolie  man  :  fat  swucb  wonder  may  make  ? " 
IT  "  Wel,  fou  scbalt  do,"  fis  of  ur  seide  :  **  for  to-morewe,  ase  be  me 

tolde,  a  a/,  om.      •  of.  nadd*     304 

be  wole  come  and  precbi  al  fat  folk  :  boY  buy  scbullen  beore  bi-leue 

bolde ; 
])ou  scbalt  with  me  f  udere  go  :  wel  priuelicbe,  icb  rede, 
And  buyd  f  i  face,  witb^  of  ur  clofus  :  fat  no  man  ne  wite  f  i  dede  ! " 
])at  guode  wijf  ne  fur-jat  nou^t  fis  :  ake  dude  ase  be  ire  radde,     308 
Cbaungede  bire  clofus  and  budde  ire  face  :  and  wende  ase  beo  ire 

ladde.  i  a/.  >i  ^^  ^^^  ^  *° 

IT  To  fis  bolie  precbingue  beo  cam  :  fat  no  man  ne  knev  bire  fere. 
And  i-beorde  fane  bolie  man  :  bov  be  gan  fat  folk  lere ;  311 

pe  grete  miracles  beo  i-sai3b  also  :  fat  ore  louerd  for  bim  wrou3bte. 
beo  nuste  jwat  beo  mi^bte  for  loye  do  :  ake  stod  in  grete  fou^bte; 

LEGENDS  OF  SAINTS.  C  0 


386      8T.  THOMAS.      HIODONIA  TURKS   CHRISTIAN,  AND  REFUSES   TO   OO 
TO  HSB  husband's  BED.      A   DEAD  SON    IS   HADE  ALIVE. 

Iteo  -wilnede  more  Jeanne  ani-]>ing  :  to  speke  with  him  a  ])rowe, 

Ake  heo  ne  dorste  for  no-])ing  :  laste  heo  were  i-knowe. 

V  heo  wende  hom  al  i-hud  :  ake  euere  heo  hadde  in  J^oujhte         316 

Ano])er  time  with  him  to  speke  :  jwane  ore  louerd  ))e  time  brou3te.^ 

Bi-fore  hire  bedde  heo  lay  anj^ht  :  and  on  ore  louerd  criede  longue 

])at  heo  moste  |)oru^  seiut  Thomas  :  cristindom  a-fongue.       p  foi.  lei  b.] 

IT  At])e  mid  ni^ht  seint  Thomas  cam  :  and  bi  hire  stod  at]7e  laste — 

Knste  heo  neuere  jware  he  cam  In  :  pe  doren  weren  alle  faste. 

**  Beo  glad/'  he  seide,  ''  Migdonie  :  god  hath  i-heord  |)ine  bone :   322 

]?ou  hast  muche  i-wilned  after  me  :  ich  come  to  pe  here  ful  sone. 

God  wole  ]7at  pon  beo  on  of  his  :  and  pat  pon  come  ])oru3  me 

To  l^e  lif  ])at  euere  schal  i-laste  :  and  p&t  ich  beo  a-slawe  for  pe. 

For  pe  ich  schal  i-martred  beo  :  and  hopQ  we  schullen  wiende       326 

To  pe  loye  of  heuene,  and  fare  beo  :  to-gadere  with-outen  ende." 

U  Seint  Thomas  jaf  hire  cristindom  :  are  he  l^annes  wende, 

And  tei^te  ^ire  al  godes  lawe  :  hire  lif  for-to  a-mende. 

])is  wif  bi-cam  a  guod  womman  :  and  nolde  neuer^ft  mo  330 

After  pst  tjme  for  no-])ing  :  to  hire  louerdes  bedde  go. 

hire  louerd  was  pai-oi  sore  a-nuyd  :  and  )k>  he  ne  mi^hte  for  no  ])ingue 

Maken  hire  enes  nei^h  him  come  :  he  playnede  him  to  pe  kingue. 

IT  Jje  kyng  hict  fe  Quiene  a-non  :  fat  he^  scholde  to  hire  wiende  334 

And  reden  hire  to  honouri  hire  louerd  bet  :  and  don  ase  J>e  hende — 

Por  wummen  conne  of  of eres  redo  :  fare-fore  pe  Qu*ene  he  sende.  >  =  i»eo 

J)e  Quiene  adai  wel  mildeliche  :  to  f  is  guode  wummau  wende 

And  radde  hire  to  hire  louerd  go  :  to  schilden  hire  fram  vilenie,  338 

And  no-f ing  ne  lieue  fane  false  man  :  fat  radde  hire  to  schuche  folic. 

IT  **  A,  dame,  merci,"  quath  f  is  of  ur  :  "  fou  nost  nou3t  hou  it  is ; 

3  if  fou  wustest  al  fat  ich  wot  :  fou  noldest  nou3t  so  segge,  i-wis. 

For  so  noble  a  man  ase  he  is  :  nas  neuere  on  eorf e  ido ;  342 

haddestfou  him  enes  i-sei^e  :  fou  woldest  segge  al-so. 

And  3if  fou  isei^e  nouf e  fat  ich  seo  :  f e  wolde  wondri,  i-wis. 

For  symphor  fe  hei^e  kny^t  :  fat  Maister  of  kny3lites  is, 

II  To-dai  was  his  sone  ded  :  and  symphor  wel  3eorne  him  sou^te,  346 

]?ane  holio  Man  seint  Thomas  :  and  to  is  sone  nouf  e  him  brou3te  : 

And  fare  he  hath  him  ri3ht  nouf e  :  [arerd]  fram  defe  to  line ; 

And  fare  ho  sit  nouf e  in  is  hous  :  and  prechez  fat  folk  bliue ; 
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A-boute  him  al-so  sike  men  :  wel  ])icke  comez  noY  gon,  350 

Crokede  and  blinde  and  o]7ur*  al-so  :  and  [he]  heom  heleth  ech-^n.*' 
IT  ''Lcoue  soster/'  quath  J^is  Qu*ene   :   ''^wejjur  |)is  monwe  soth 

beol" 
"  ^,  Dame,  certes/'  quath  yis  opxa  :  '*  and  jlf  pon  it  wolt  i-seo, 
Go  we  ])udeTe  and  ^u  schalt :  pe  so^  finde  a-non."  354 

pe  Quiene  ^ujte  ]k>  ful  longue  :  are  heo  were  )»udere  i-^on. 
hay  come  and  foanden  seint  Thomas  :  ri^ht  ase  ^is  womman  seiJe. 
})e  Quiene  stod  and  him  bi-heold  :  and  alle  is  holie  dede  : 
U  To  is  fiet  heo  ful  a-doun  :  heo  ne  mi^hte  no  leng  a-bide,  358 

And  bad  liim  ^iuen  hire  cWstindom  :  and  merci  faste  him  cride. 
Sone  1^0  heo  i-cmtned  was  :  hamward  l^ane  wei  heo  nam 
To  pe  kyngue,  and  longue  hire  ]K)U3te  :  are  heo  to  him  cam.  361 

"  Sire,"  heo  seide,  "  ich  habbe  i-founde  :  f  is  guode  wijf  Migdonie^ 
In  grete  wisdome,  and  ich  wende  er  :  to  finde  hire  in  folie ;      [foi.  les] 
And,  gode  ]K>nk,  of  hire  wisdom  :  heo  partede  with  me :  364 

And  fare^  i-nelle  in  fine  folie  :  non-more  si  we  peJ*    » r.  ^wre-fort;  a/.to)nit 
J)o  was  J)e  kyng  sori  inov^  :  he  nuste  ^wat  far-of  to  do. 
For-to  quelle  is  wif  pdne-fove  :  none  heorte  he  nadde  J»r-to. 
If  He  cleopede  Carik,  is  cosyn  :  "  we  beoth  bi-traide,"  he  seide,    368 
"Mine  Quiene  ich  sende,ase  foa  wel  wost :  fi  wif  for-to  rede. 
To  bringue  hire  out  of  fole  pou^t :  ase  pon  me  for  loue  bede, 
And  nou])e  ich  habbe  hire  foMore  :  forth  with  hire,  ich  drede, 
For  loue  of  pe  one  i-lore  bo]7e  :  alas,  pe  wrechhede  !  372 

we  moten  us  a-wrekcn  of  |)at  ]7eof  :  |)at  bringneth  heom  in  swuch 

dede." 
U  He  liet  sienden  aftur  seint  Thomas  :  3if  Men  him  mijhten  finde ; 
And  )k>  p\a  holie  Man  i-founde  was  :  faste  men  him  guonne  binde, 
And  harli  him  forth  bi-fore  pe  kyng  :  his  hondene  him  bi-hinde : 
So  l^at  he  was  to  de))e  i-brou^t :  in  pe  londe  of  Inde.  377 

For  f o  he  was  bi-fore  pe  kyngue  i-broujt  :  pe  kyng  him  hiet  a-non 
For-to  honouri  heore  false  godes :  |)at  weren  of  treo  and  ston,^ 
O^r  he  wolde  laten  him  torment! :  and  to-drawe  is  flechs  fram  pe 

bon.  >  A  T.  om.     380 

U  pia  holie  Man  for^sok  f o  :  is  heste  forto  do. 
Irene  plates  he  liet  nime  :  brode  and  longue  also, 

0  0  2 


388        BT.    THOMAS    IS   PUT    INTO    FIBB,  AND    A   RED-HOT    OVEN, 
UNHARMED.      IDOLS  MELT   LIKE  WAX  AT  HIS   WORD. 

Aiid  liet  heom  caste  a-midde  ])e  fuyre  :  ])at  al  glowinde  hay  weren 

a-non, 
And  setb|)e  he  hiet  ])ane  holie  Man  :  ])ar-appe  bare-fot  gon.  384 

A-non  SO  ])is  holie  Man  :  sette  is  f et  l^are-on,  ^  ai.  out :  of  )»•  harde  tton 

A  welle  with  watur  fare  sprong  out  of  fe  vrfe  :  so  cold  so  ani  ston,^ 
And  a-queinte  ])at  fuyr  a-non  :  ])at  so  hot  and  strong  was ; 
})Q  guode  man  eode  forth  {^ar-on  :  ]7at  neuere  ])e  worse  him  nas.      388 
H  po  was  ^e  king  nei3h  out  of  witte  :  an  Ouene  he  liet  hete, 
])at  heo  was  al  glowinde  fuyr  :  are  hny  wolden  lete  : 
Jjene  hoHe  Man  huy  nomen  anon  :  and  a-midde  >e  Ouene  him 

caste. 
And  1^0  he  was  |)are-inne  i-do  :  p&i  fuyr  no  leng  ne  laste,  392 

Ake  it  bi-gan  to  quienche  a-non  :  |)at  so  gret  hete  er  of  drov^ ; 
pe  holie  Man  ]7are-inne  was  :  in  loye  and  Muru])e  i-noT). 
H  Jjo  J)e  kyng  f  is  i-saijh  ;  he  nuste  hou  on  take  ; 
"  Carik/'  he  seide,  "  hou  geth  ])is  ]  :  ore  godus  us  habbuth  for-sake ; 
we  ne  mowen  noujt  fis  luj^ere  f eof  :  with  none  fingue  quelle." 
**  Certus,  sire,**  quath  Car[i]k  :  "  anof  ur  ichulle  f  e  telle :  398 

we  schullen  nime  ])is  [lu))ere]^  Man  :  and  [to]  ore  godes  him  lede 
And  maken  him  forto  honouri  heom  :  mid  ei3e  and  for  drede,       ^  om. 
J)oru3h  3wan  he  schal  is  louerJes  wratlife  :  habben  out  and  out, 
And  is  merueile  him  beo  bi-nome  :  for  113  3  wan  h®  is  so  prout."      402 
H  To  fis  Maumates  fis  holie  man  :  i-brou3t  was  wel  sone 
Mid  strencfe  forto  honouri  heom  :  ase  huy  wereu  i-woned  to  done. 
Seint  Thomas  bi-heold  fis  maum'ates  :  ase  he  bi-fore  heom  stod ; 
**  Ich  coniouri  eov,"  he  seide,  "  iu  his  name  :  fat  for  us  schedde  is 

blod,  [ifoi.i65b.]       406 

Ov  deuelene  fat  fare-inne  beoth  :  and  with  foles  wolleth  speke,^ 
Jjat  36  sone  farof  out  fleon  :  and  f e  Maumates  to-breke." 
H  A-non  so  he  hadde  f  is  word  i-seid  :  f  e  maumates  ne  mi3hte  no  leng 

duyre, 
Ake  bi-gunnen  al  to  melte  awei :  ase  wex  deth  a3ein  fe  fu}Te,       410 
J}at  huy  weren  so  alle  to  nau3ht  i-brou3lit  :  ri3bt  ase  huy  neuere  nere. 
In  gret  wonder  stod  al  fat  folk  :  fat  in  fat  paleis^  were ;         »  ar.  place 
Ech-one  huy  gonne  with  one  mouf  e  :  wel  loude  grede  and  crie  : 
"  0.  god  is  al-mi3hti  one  :  i-borcn  of  Mayde  Marie,  414 


ST.    THOMAS    IS    SLAIN    BT   A   HEATHEN    PRIEST   IN    INDIA.       389 
ST.  HATHIAS  IS   CHOSEN   AN  APOSTLE   BT   CASTING  LOTS. 

Of  ^wam  seint  [Thomas]  hath  i-sp6ke —  :  to  him  we  wollez  alle  us  take 

And  fees  wrechches  ftilse  godes  :  clanliche  alle  for-sake." 

IF  Jjo  bejtyng  and  Carik  :  and  fe  false  preostes  al-8o 

J^al^^usten  ^e  Maumates,  i-heorden  ]7is  :  huy  nnsten  ^wat  to  do.   418 

J?e  kyng  and  Carick  for  fyn  wo  :  out  of  fe  place  wenden, 

J}o  huy  i-sei^en  hou  {^is  holie  Man  :  heore  godus  so  foulo  schende ; 

huy  ne  dorsten  for  cristine  Men  :  setten  on  him  non  hond, 

Ne  al-80  for  ]7egrete  Miracle  :  ])at  Man  alday  with  him  fond.        422 

IF  Ake  f e  preostes  of  fe  false  lawe  :  in  grete  wrathfe  huy  stodo  ; 

J)at  on  hente  in  is  hond  a  strong  swerd  :  with  ful  wrof  e  mode  : 

*'  Of  f is  feof  ichulle,"  he  seide  :  "  mine  godes  anon  a-wreke, 

}?at  heom  hath  swuch  schame  i-do  :  ho-so  it  euere  bi-speke,"  426 

he  leide  on  ^ia  holi  l^fan  :  with  is  swerd  to  grounde 

Into  al  is  bodi  and  made  him  sone  :  manie  eouele  woundes, 

And  a-martrede  so  ])ane  holie  Man  :  and  a-slou^h  him  in  a  stounde. 

\)Q  crlsline  Men  weren  wro))e  i-nou^h  :  ))0  huy  hine  ded  founden ; 

Jjane  preost  huy  wolden  habbe  i-bamd —  :  ake  he  fleu^h  a-non  ;    431 

And  fe  king  and  carik  habbe  a-slawe —  :  ake  huy  weren  a-wei  igon. 

U  ]}i8  holie  bodi  huy  nomen  a-non  :  and  to  churche  it  here, 

And  bureden  it  with  gret  honour  :  and  with  grete  nobleye  j>ore. 

So  ]7at  strenc^e  of  holie  churche  :  wexinde  euere  was. 

])us  cam  into  Inde  cristindom  :  formest  ])oru3h  seint  Thomas.        436 

Kov  seint  Thomas  fat  Cristindam  :  formest  into  Inde  brou^te^ 

B[r]ingue  us  to  pe  loye  of  heouene  :  to  3wan  ore  louerd  us  bou3te. 

67    [Mathie  ap.] 

SEint  Mathie  Apostle  is  :  ase  ^e  schullen  alle  i-wite ; 
J^oru^h  lot  he  was  apostcl  i-maud  :  ase  it  is  i- write. 
Ivdas  ])at  Apostel  was  :  po  he  hadde  ore  louerd  i-sold, 
Jjare  [nas]  ^  non  longue  in  is  stude  :  fat  Apostel  were  i-told.      >  om.  4 
Aftur  fe  tyme  fat  ore  louerd  :  iu-to  heouene  was  i-sti^e, 
]?e  Apostles  weren  alle  to-gadere  :  and  ore  lauedi  scinte  marie : 
U  So  fat  seinte  peter  heom  radde  :  ase  ore  louerd  hadde  i-bede, 
For  Ivdas  fat  Apostle  was  :  to  nimen  on  in  is  stude.  8 

So  fat  huy  nomen  and  castcn  lot. :  and  ope  seint  Mathie  it  gan  fulle  ; 
So  fat  he,  and  seint  powel  :  fe  laste  weren  of  heom  alio. — 


390     ST.    MATHIAS   RESTORES    SIGHT  TO   800  BUND   MEN.      HE    IS 
MARTYRED    IN    JUDEA,  BUT  BURILD  AT    ST.    MART's    IN    ROME. 

'Seint  Mathie  cam  of  hci3e  Men  :  y&t  no\ipQ  apostel  is ; 

In  fe  londe  of  Bedlehem  :  i-bore  he  was,  i-wis.  12 

Seoth])e,  po  lie  Apostel  was  :  and  huy  wenden  alle  wide         *  orarUMd. 

And  precheden  Men^  to  cristindom  :  euerech  in  his  side,  tUL  i«] 

Into  jie  londe  of  ludee  :  scint  Mathie  jiene  wei  nam  ; 

J^are  he  prechede  to  manie  Men  :  and  broii3hte  to  cnstindonL         16 

he  helde  also  ]>at  sike  weren —  :  ne  may  no  man  rikeni  alle ; 

pon^h  him  pai  folk  into  cristindom  :  swi]7e  wide  it  gan  falle. 

IF  J)are  was  a  maister  in  ]7at  lond  :  })at  a  swuch  dranch  made  )yere 

J}at  alle  ])at  pai-ot  dronken  :  anon-ri3ht  a-blende  were.  20 

Of  l^at  drimch  men  brou^ten  to  seint  Mathie  :  and  he  it  dronk  anon  : 

And  him  nas  ))are-fore  nouere  fe  worsse  :  ake  al  hoi  he  gan  forth  gon. 

t)at  folk  hadde  ])er-of  wonder  gret :  ^at  he  ne  les  anon  is  si3hte. 

*'  Alas,  mine  leone  freond,"  quath  seint  Mathie  :  "  ^e  ne  seoth  non^t 

godes  jni^hte.  24 

)9at  je  i-seon  soth|)liche  godes  mi^hte  :  ^at  he  on  us  sende, 
Latez  bringue  here  bi-fore  me  alle  |)ulke  :  (at  ])are-with  weren 

a-blende ! " 
Men  leten  heom  sechen  wel  widen  out  :  and  bringue  ])ere  into  place. 
]}is  holie  Man  heo[m]  helde  a-non  :  J'oru^  ore  louerdes  grace  ;  28 

U  Jjreo  hundred  men  and  mo^  :  foru3h  ore  louerdes  mijhte  »a/.to(«iwo) 
J3at  f oru3  fat  drunch  weren  a-blende  :  he  :af  heom  fare  heore  si3te. 
J3at  folk  criedo  3eorne  on  him  :  and  ficke  a-bouten  him  cam, 
And  bilieueden  on  god  foru^  is  techinguo  :  and  tumden  to  c/'istin- 

dom.  32 

U  J5e  luf er  lustise  of  fat  lond  :  her-of  licordo  telle  : 
he  liet  nimen  fis  holie  man  :  and  in  strongue  defe  a  quelle.  34 

Ake  it  nis  nou3h\vere  in  boke  i-founde  :  3wat  deth  he  hadde  fere  ; 
Ake  i-martred  he  was  in  strong  torment  :  aso  alle  fe  apostles  were. 
II  Guode  Men  comon  aftur-warJ  :  and  fat  holi  bodi  nome 
And  fram  fe  londe  of  ludeo  :  lad  Jen  it  setbfe  to  Kome,  38 

And  bureden  it  fere  with  gret  honour  :  fare  ase  men  scbewez  juyte 
In  seinte  Marie  churche  ofte  :  his  hcued  with  grete  pruyte. 
Nov  god  for  f e  louo  of  scint  Mathi  :  us  Icue  ore  lif  so  wisse 
J3at  we,  3wanne  wo  heonncs  wicndcth  :  comen  to  heoucne  blisse.^ 

AmcX.  >  MS.  bUm    42 


ST.  SILVESTEU  BURIES   ST.  TIMOTHY's   BODY.      HIS  PER8BCUT0R  IS      391 

CHOKED   WITH  A   FISH   BONE,  AND   DIES. 

68    hie  incipit  uita  saiiofi  SiluestrL 

SEint  Siluestre  pope  was  :  fe  f urate  ])at  ]7are  cam 
])at  euere  liaddo  Eome  iu  pes  :  to  holde  up  cristiudom ; 
For  alle  fat  comen  bi-fore  him  :  luj^ere  Men  to-drowe 
And  harleden  heom  out  of  ^e  londe  :  and  with  tormens  manie  huy 

slowe.  4 

Ake  ore  louerdes  mi3hte  eucre  wax  :  and  \>o  strencjje  of  cnstindom, 
So  ]7at  it  was  in  betere  pays  :  po  seint  siluestre  cam. 
H  It  bi-fel  fat  he  prechede  f e  Aump^oure  :  Costantin  fat  was  fo ; 
fat  he  grauntede  him  f e  churche  of  Rome  :  in  pays  with-outen  wo.  8 
Ake  erore  he  hadde  wo  i-nou^h  :  are  it  mi^hte  f  ar-to  astonde : 
For  in  prisons  he  was  ofte  ido  :  and  ofte  i-driue  out  of  londe. 
IT  A  lufur  lustise  cam  in  a  time  :  in-to  f e  contreye  a-boute 
For-to  tormenti  cristine  men  :  and  to^  harli  with  gret  route ;  12 

he  liet  martri  ane  holie  Man  :  fat  hict  thymothe,  ^  ovtriuied. 

And  liet  him  sethf  e  in  a  foul  studo  :  casten  with  gret  vilte. 
Seint  siluestre  wento  a-nijht  :  and  fat  bodi  f annes  droujh 
And  burede  it  with  gret  honour  :  in  a  fair  place  i-noujh.  16 

IT  fe  lustise  setlife  it  vnder-jat  :  siluestre  faste  he  nam,  [foi.  iwb.j 

And  seide,  *'  f eof,  f ou  schalt  habbe  :  fat  ilke  sulue  dom. 
3wy  laddest  fou  a-wei  f anne  feof  tr/chour)  :  ^wodere  hasifou  him 

-broujtl" 
**  Certes,  sire,"  quath  siluestre  :  **  feof  ne  b'tchour  nas  he  nou3ht ;   20 
Ake  fou  art  swuch  on,  ich  wot  it  wel :  and  godes  martyr  he  is. 
And  fat  fou  f are-of  f e  sof e  i-seo  :  to-nijht  fou  schalt,  i-wis, 
In  strongue  def  e  a-strangled  [be]  :  and  wiende  to  f  e  pine  of  belle." 
"  A,  feof  traitour/*  quath  f e  lustise  :  "  raf er  ichulle  fe  a-quelle."  24 
IF  He  liet  nime  f  is  holie  man  :  and  in  strong  prisone  caste, 
For-to  he  bi-seije  him  in  ^wat  def e  :  he  were  i-broujt  ate  laste. 
his  soper  he  liet  greif  i  faire  :  ase  he  was  i-woned  to  do, 
And  with  greto  pruyte  and  noblei3e  :  he  code  and  sat  far-to.  28 

A  fisches  bon  schet  in  is  f  rote  :  ase  he  sat  and  .et., 
fat  ncuereft  ne  cam  out  a-^ein  :  are  he  Is  lijf  fur-liet ; 
For  he  was  a-choked  a-non  :  and  toward  f  e  def  e  he  drouth, 
Vnnefe  he  liuede  for-to  mid-ni3ht  :  with  pine  and  seoruwe  i-nov.    32 


392     ST.   SILVESTER  IS   POPE   FOB  MORE  THAN   23  TEARS.      HE  ORDERS 
THAT  LINEN  CLOTH  BE  USED  ON  THE  ALTAR  AND  OVER  THE  ELEMENTS. 

H  His  Men  fat  weren  is  conseilers  :  comen  eominde  faste 

Into  f  e  prisone  to  siluestre  :  and  sore  buy  weren  a-gaste, 

And  seiden,  *'  leoue  louerd,  fur-^if  us  :  fat  we  f e  habbez  mis-do  I 

Gret  wreche  to  ore  Maister  cam  for  f  e  :  ne  lat  nought  to  us  so  !       36 

Louerd,  graunte  us  fi  guode  wille  :  we  nelleth  mis-don  f e  non-more ; 

Go  forth  jware  j)i  wille  is  :  we  biddeth  fe  milce  and  ore." 

H  fis  guode  man  wende  out  of  prison  :  with  honour  i-nov3, 

Ei3ht  ase  Men  fane  liif ere  lustise  :  to-ward  fe  eorf e  drov^.  40 

fat  folk  bi-leuedcn  heore  owene  prince  :  fat  buy  beolden  cr  so  bei^e. 

And  alle  siweden  f is  holi  man  :  for  miracle  fat  buy  seien. 

Sorie  weren  f e  luf  ere  Men  f  o  :  for  heore  lawe  eode  al-to  nau^bte ; 

And  fe  cr/stine  Men  weren  glade  i-nou^  :  for  al  f e  pris  buy  cau^bte. 

Mani  befene  Man  fare-fore  :  tornede  to  crtstindom,  45 

And  wel  f  e  betere  pais  f  oru3  al  f  e  lond  :  a-mong  cr/stine  men  bi-cam. 

H  Seint  siluestre  bi-lefde  pope  :  in  guod  pais  fo  i-novj 

And  mucbe  folk  wide  a-boute  :  to  godes  lawe  fare  drou).  48 

Preostes  be  made  and  deknene  al-so  :  and  be  bim-sulf  furst  bi-founde 

f e  ordres  to  maken  a-3ein  midewynter  :  fat  men  halt  3uy[t]  in  al  fe 

londe. 
Al-so  he  bi-fond  fat  Men  scbolden  :  maken  f e  scruise 
with  linnene  cloth  clene  i-wascbe  :  ope  f  e  weuede  in  alle  wise,        52 
And  belie  with  clene  linnene  cloth  :  ore  louerd es  flecbs  and  is  blod, 
And  nofer  in  pal  ne  in  seolke  :  nere  it  no  so  guod — 
IF  And  fat  was,  for,  f o  ore  louerd  :  bou^te  us  with  is  blode, 
losep  of  Araniathie  :  nam  him  a-doun  of  f  e  rode  56 

And  wond  him  in  3wi3ht  linnene  cloth  :  ase  fe  godspel  hath  i-seid, 
Akc  nof ur  in  seolke  ne  in  scndel  :  f o  fat  swete  flescli  was  ded. 
In  swuch  cloth  ase  is  swete  flechs  :  was  i-wounde  fo, 
bis  swete  flechs  schal  ope  f  e  weued  :  beon  i-wounden  euere-mo.       60 
f  is  guode  ]\Ian  f  reo-and-twenti  3er  :  pope  was  at  rome  [»foi.  i67] 

And  f  reo  monfes  and  endleoue  dawes  :  are  is  cnde-day  him  come.^ 
And  fo  he  deide  in  godes  scz-uisc  :  ase  be  badJe  loiigue  fare-in  i-beo, 
I-bured  he  was  bi-sido  rome  :  for-sofe,  Milenc  freo.  64 

Nou  god  for  is  swete  loue  :  us  gmunti  f  ulke  blisse 
fat  seint  siluestre  is  innc  :  fat  wo  far  of  ne  misse. 


BT.   EUSTACE,    FOBMBRLT   SIR  PLACIDAS,  HUNTS   A  STAO^  WHO    393 
BPBAKS   TO   HIM,  AND  SATS  HB  IS   OOD. 

59    [Eiutas.] 

SEint  Eustas  f  e  noble  kny3t  :  of  hef  ene  lawe^  was ;  ,  jjg  }j;,'JJ^ 

Ake  are  he  i-cn'stned  wore  :  men  cleopeden  him  placidas. 
he  was  with  Traian  pQ  Aumperour  :  hext  of  alle  is  kni^hte, 
Maister  he  was  of  al  is  ost  :  at  eche  bata^e  to  fi^hte.  4 

he  wilnede  to  wite  godcs  lawe  :  and  of  cr/stindom ; 
Ake  no  man  pax-oi  him  ne  tei^hte  :  ne  ^eme  |)are-to  ne  nam  : 
U  his  heorte  him  jaf  ])at  is  lawe  nas  nou^t :  and  ])are-fore  almes-dedo 
Ofte  he  dude  for  godes  loue  :  ]7at  he  him  scholde  pe  bet  rede.  8 

A  wif  he  hadde  and  twei  sones  :  pat  swi^e  joungue  were ; 
heo  wilnede  3eome  ])at  sum  man  :  of  god  hire  wolde  lere.^  10 

])i8  hei^e  kni3htes  wenden  a  day  :  on  honteth  mani  on 
Avith  heore  cheuentejn  placidas  :  to  cachche  hert  and  bocke  and  don. 
U  A-mong  of  ur  game  buy  founlen  ane  heort :  swi]7e  fair  best  with-allj  : 
placidas  him  siwede  a-non  :  ^if  he  mi^hte  maken  him  falle.  H 

Fram  is  felawes  ho  wende  al  one  :  pis  best  om  with  gret  pas, 
And  he  siwede  him  fer  in  vncou|)e  stude  :  pat  al  weri  he  was, 
po  huy  comen  opon  a  fair  hul  :  pis  best  with-stod  atpe  laste. 
pis  knight  ne  dorste  ner  him  wiende  :  ake  bi-heold  him  slikcle  and 
faste.  18 

Bi-twene  is  homes  he  i-sai^h  :  ane  creiz  schine  bri3hte 
with  gret  leome  ase  it  were  of  sonne  :  pat  vnnepe  bi-holde  he  it  mi3htc. 
IT  "  Placidas,"  seide  pe  heort  :  "  jwy  woltpou  weorri  with  me  1 
I-cham  god  pat  pou  ne  knowest  nou3t  :  ichuUe  schewi  me  to  pe.      22 
pine  almesse-dedes  pat  pou  hast  i-do  :  a-mountede  me  bi-fore ; 
pat  pou  ne  canst  nou^t,  i-chulle  pe  teche  :  pat  pi  soule  ne  beo  for-loro. 
pov  were  a-boute  to  cachche  me  :  ichuUe  pe  cahche  al-so." 
"  Louerd,"  seide  placidas  :  "  seije  me  3wat  i  schal  do."  26 

IT  "  Bote  go,"  seide  ore  louerd  po  :  "  hom  to  pine  wiue, 
And  nim  hire  and  evwere  twei  sones  :  and  lat  eou  cnstni  bliue.      28 
pus  time  to-moruwe  cu};i  a3ein  :  and  ich  pe  woUe  wisse 
hou  pou  schalt  leden  here  pi  lijf  :  to  of-senii  heouene  blisse." 
po  nuste  he  3ware  pe  heort  bi-cam.  :  pis  kni3ht  in  grete  pou3(o 
wende  hom  and  ponkede  god  :  pat  swuch  tipingue  him  brou3hte.     33 
his  wiue  he  tolde  it  priuelicho.  ;  "  sire,  merci,"  heo  seide. 


394       ST.    EUSTACE    AND    HI8    FAMILY    TURN    CHRISTIANS.      THE    STAG 
(oOd)   TELLS   him  HE  WILL  SUFFER  WOE.      HE  LOSES  HIS  ALL. 

"  To-nijbt  ore  louerd  cam  al-so  to  me  :  and  rijlit  so  he  gan  me  rede." 
H  Hny  nomen  heore  twey  sones  with  heom  :  and  to  a  bischop  huy 

wende 
And  lieten  heom  crtstni  alle  foure  :  heore  lif  for-to  amende ;  36 

))is  kny3th  liet  is  name  tuyrne  :  and  liet  him  cleopie  Eastas. 
With  o)>ure  kni3htes  he  wende  eft  an  hontex  :  )yadere  ase  he  er  was. 
y]8  holie  best  he  saijh  fo  eft-sone  :  aftur  he  wende  al-so, 
For-to  he  cam  in-to  a  priue  stude  :  ase  he  hadde  er  i-nio.  40 

J)o  criede  he  and  fel  a-doun  a-kneo  :  "  louerd,"  he  seide,  "  fin  ore,^ 
Tel  me  hou  i  schal  mi  lif  lede  :  to  saui  me  ])orii)h  )yi  lore."    [^  foi.  i67b.] 
Ore  [louerd]  spac  po  in  )ye  heortes  mou))e  :  "  loke  ])at  ))ou  do  after  me ! 
For  fov  hast  ))ene  deuel  ouer-come  :  he  armeth  him  a3en  ]>e :  44 

]7olie  ]7ou  schalt  wo  and  sor  :  ase  Men  schulle  in  bataylle ; 
3if  J'ou  wolt  ]n)lie  and  a-jein  him  fijhte  :  of  is  wiUe  he  schal  faille, 
he  schal  ))e,  ase  he  dude  lob  :  mid  alle  wo  ]>e  fonde ; 
Seie  me  3if  ))ou  it  ))olie  wolt  :  and  faste  a-3ein  him  stonde  1 "  48 

IT  "  Louerd,"  seide  fis  guode  kni3ht  :  "  3if  me  studefast-hede, 
))at  ich  mouwe  is  fondingue  ]7ole  :  ase  )>ou  me  wolt  wisse  and  rede." 
''  Ope  })I-sulue  it  is  3if  fo'i  wolt  beo  :  studefast,"  ore  louerd  seide ; 
*'  Ake  3if  fou  wolt  so,  ichulle  in  J>i  care  :  bofe  witie  fe  and  lede."  52 
Mid  Jjusse  words  ore  louerd  wende  :  he  nuste  3 ware  he  bi-cam. 
))is  kni3lit  in  grete  )jou3hte  of  heorte  :  feno  wey  hamward  nam ; 
his  wiuo  he  tolde  al  hou  it  was  :  and  bad  hire  studefast  be. 
To  is  louerdes  court,  fe  aumperoures  :  nolde  he  no;miore  too.  56 

IF  f 0  comen  feoues  and  robbeden  him  :  of  al  fat  euere  he  hadde ; 
his  Orf  deido  al-so  to  grounde  :  nou3ht  0  best  a-liue  he  nadde ; 
his  hinene  deiden  euerechone —  :  fare  bi-lefde  non  a-liue 
Bote  he  and  [is]  tweie  3ongue  sones  :  and  is  leoue  wiue.  60 

f o  no  bi-lefde  heom  non  more  guod  :  fane  heom  liieng  a-boute — 
huy  f onkeden  god  of  alle  is  sondene  :  3uyt  nadden  huy  none  doute. 
For  schame  fat  huy  beggares  weren  :  heore  hous  huy  liete  stonde 
And  bi  ni3hte  stelen  a-w^ei  :  to-ward  an  of  ur  londe,  64 

H  Eustas  alone  and  is  wijf  :  and  is  sones  twei3e; 
So  3ungue  weren  f is  children  two  :  fat  he  bar  heom  ofte  bi  wei3e. 
Gret  deol  made  fe  Aumpcrour  :  f 0  he  miste  sire  Eustas, 
And  liet  him  seclie  al-a-boutc  :  ake  men  nusten  3 ware  he  was.  68 


ST.  xustaoe's  wife  is  taken  from  him  dt  a  shipman.     395 

ONE  SON   IS   CARRIED   OFF  BY  A   WOLF,   THE  OTHER  BY  A  LION. 

Toward  Egypte  huy  passeden  J?e  se  :  for  hny  mosten  so  don  nedo. 
J)o  huy  )>e  se  ipassede  hadden  :  \>q  schipman  axede  is  medo.  70 

buy  seiden  fab  huy  nofing  nadden  :  ake  fat  huy  beggares  were. 
J)e  schipman  bi-heold  fat  guode  wif  :  and  f ou3te  him  of  faire  chore ; 
II  he  seide,  "  ichulle  for  mi  mede  :  f is  wuraman  with  me  at-holde." 
\)e  kni3ht  weop  and  C7*iede  ^eorne  :  ake  hit  ne  mih3te  no-f  ing  holde, 
]3is  schipman  nam^  him  and  is  sones  :  and  out  of  fe  schipe  heom 

f  raste,  *  MS.  nan 

And  liet  heom  wienden  ^wodere  huy  wolden  :  and  heold^  fis  wommaii 
faste.  iMs.beoid        76 

J5e  knyjht  bi-heold  after-ward  :  ake  fo  it  non-of  or  nas, 
Sore  he  weop  and  wrong^  is  honden  :  longue  i-swowe  he  was.  >  ms.  wrond 
'*  Leue  sones,"  he  seide^  ^  jwat  schulle  )e  nou  ?  :  30ungue  je  beoth, 

help-les, 
In  vncouf  e  londe ;  ho  schal  ou  wite  :  nouf  e  30  beoth  moder-les  1    80 
H  Mi-sulf  ich  coufe  mine  mete  bi-swynke  :  ake  inot  3wat  30  schulle  do ; 
A  feble  nonce  ich  am,  alas  !  :  i  nas  neuere  i-tei^ht  fer-to." 
Wei  softe  he  ladde  is  sones  forth  :  and  wel  ofte  he  heom  bar. 
To  a  deop  watur  he  cam  :  and  no  schip  ne  fond  he  far :  84 

m 

he  bar  is  o  sone  ouer  fat  watur  :  and  fare  a-doun  him  sette. 

{^ffere  afol,  U  wanting  in  the  MS} ;  MS.  Cott,  lul.  D  ix,  continues  ■•'\ 

[fe  while  he  wen  to  ouer  a3en  :  his  oper  sone  to  fettc, 
a-midde  f e  wat«r  as  he  was  :  a  wolf  per  com  vine 
&  nom  fat  child  &  her  hit  ford  :  touard  f e  wode  3erne.  88 

A  leon  com  in  f e  of er  half :  &  fis  of er  child  [he]  nom 
&  here  hit  ford  touard  fe  wode  :  ar  f e  faf«r  to  him  com. 
U  fis  kni3t  stod  a-roidde  f e  wat^  :  no  wonder  f e  hii»  wo  were, 
whan  he  sei  fat  fis  wilde  bestes  :  his  sones  awei  here ;  92 

'he  wep  &  his  hondes  wrong  :  &  tar  him  be  f e  here ; 
]ii;7i-8iiir  he  wolde  habbe  a-dreint  :  3if  fat  of  ing  nere : 
he  fo3te  on  fat  our  lord  sede  :  fat  he  scholde  foHe  sore, 
he  f olede,  him  fo3te,  sorue  y-nou  :  nbman  ne  mi3te  more.  96 

'*  lord,*"  he  sede,  **  whifer  schal  ich  nou?** :  &  wente  bi  an  vncouf e  weie  ; 
*^  kni3te8  ich  was  y-wonef  to  haue  :  wit  me  of  gret  nobleie  : 

^  Only  a  little  frngment  is  left,  with  the  beginning  of  the  first  verses :  )>eo  Jwyle 
he  ... .  [k)  he  was  f  . .  . .  And  nam  )>....  A  leon  c  . .  .  And  ....  %  1>\b  , . . — 
The  text  in  MS.  Ashm.  43  is  frequently  abridged,  therefore  I  fill  the  gap  from  MS. 
Cott. 


396      8T.  EUSTACB   IS   IN   GREAT  DISTRESS,    AND   SERVES   AS    HATWARD. 

THE   EMPEROR  TRIES   TO   FIND   HIM. 

T  Icb  les  hom  bu\)^€,&  al  my  good  :  ))at  icli  scholde  bi  1e)>e  mi  lif ; 
Mene  bileue])e  ofer  solas  tion  :  bote  iny  sones  &  my  wif.  100 

J)o  mi  wif  me  was  by-nome  :  nas  me  wo  y-nou  ? 
^if  ich  doi'ste  sigge,  ich  was  :  ibro^t  in  more  wo  wit  wou. 
Me  Das  bileue])  bote  mi  sones  :  ))at  al  myn  herten  wer« : 
fo  sei  icb  wbare  wilde  bestes  :  awei  to  wode  bom  bere,  104 

&  icbam  a  wrecche  &  Trendies  :  bileue})  nou  alone, 
al  nake]}  &  bar  of  alle  gode  :  as  icb  sprong  out  of  ])e  stone ! 
U  wel  ichot  ))at  iob  hadde  :  y-nou  of  care  &  sore  ; 
a  lone  wrcccbe  as  icbam  :  me  y\nc^  icliaue  more :  108 

for  he  hadde  frend  &  wif  also  :  him  forto  bimene, 
me  nis  bileue))  wif  no  frend  :  to  solaci  me  ene. 
a  dunghupel  warup  he  him  reste  :  him  was  also  bileue]> : 
of  al  my  god  so  moch«  y  uaue  :  ])at  ich  mow  rest  op  my  bed.  112 

of  al  men  ))at  euer  were  :  me  J^inch  icbam  mest  wrecche — 
ac  whan  god  wol  so  ))at  ich  schal  :  of  no])ing.I-ne  recche.** 
^o  he  hadde  al  y-mad  his  mone  :  pat  reu)>e  hit  was  y-nou, 
In  some  &  care  spitosliche^  :  touard  toune  he  drou.      ^  Ashm  pitoeiiclie   IIG 
IT  per  he  jede  &  hep  his  mete  :  pat  al  folc  renpe  hadde 
pat  so  fair  man  &  stalworde  :  in  meseise  his  lif  ladde. 
hai-ward  hi  made  him  of  pe  toun  :  hor  corn  forto  wite, 
pat  be  mi^te  in  treunesse  :  his  liflode  be-^ite.  120 

his  lordinges  he  paide  wel  :  &  al  opere  also — 
for  ho-80  IichJ?  wit  him  godes  grace  :  he  no  schal  neufr  mis-do. 
for  he  ne  cou]7c  no3t  his  mester  :  gret  sortie  he  hadde  ynou ; 
his  wo  he  nom  in  pacience  :  to  echo  godnesse  he  drou.  12-4 

hey  ward  he  was  fiftene  ^er  :  in  gret  sorue  <fe  care ; 
ne  com  noinan  nei  h'un  pat  him  kneu  :  his  frend  him^  were  wel  bare. — 
IF  ac^  hit  bifel  pat  pe  einperour  :  pat  his  lord  or  was,  *  hiln^om**"^*** 

y-worrej)  was  of  a  noper  king  :  )7orou  a  lujjer  cas.  *  om.  in  A«hin.     128 

sone  him  misse]7c  ]7is  gode  kni^t  :  &  ofte  he  sede  alas, 
to  many  lond  ho  sente  aboute  :  to  seche  seint  eustas. 
tuci  kni^tes  pat  his  felaues  were  :  pat  so3te  him  sui])e  wide, 
In  his  bailie  hi  mette  him  :  as  hi  come  per-hrd  ride.  132 

seint  eustas  i-kneu  hom  wel  :  &  hi  him  no3t  wit-alle — 
«for  ho-so  is  in  nieseisc  <^  in  sor  :  his  heu  wole  sone  fal'e. 
IF  "  knowest,'*  hi  sede,  "  eni  man  :  pat  hatte  placidas  ?  '* 
he  sede  nai,  <^  sede  so))  :  for  he  bet  eustas.  130 

fo  gonne  J)is  kni^tes  sike  sor^ —  :  &  hit  was  nei  eue  : 
])is  haiward  hom  ba]?  sui]7e  faire  :  al  ni^t  wit  him  bileue. 
]7o  hi  come  hom  to  his  In  :  he  made  hom  faire  chere 


ST.   BU8TA0B   IS   DISCOVERED,  AND   GOES   BACK  TO   THE  EMPEROR,      397 

WHOSE   FOES   HE   ROUTS   AND   CONQUERS. 

&  cortesliche  Berxie])e  lioin  :  qiiinte  man  as  he  were.  140 

ao  ener  whan  he  from  horn  turne]}e  :  J?*  teres  ourne  of  his  eie ; 

ac  fair  semblant  lie  made  y-nou  :  euer  whan  hi  him  seie. 

IT  f is  kni^tes  fo^te  wonfer  gret  :  fat  a  such  heiward 

of' so  quinte  seruise  was  :  as  he  were  eny  stuard.  144 

J)e  lengor  J>at  hi  him  bihulde  :  fe  bet  hom  fojte  [hi]  him  kneoe^ 

for  whan  man  is  fol  of  mete  &  drinke  :  hit^  sotele))^  in  his  hwe.  ^  HS.hft 

**  ])is  man,"  sede  J?e  on  to  fe  of er  :  "  ilich  is  placidas,  •  Athm.  to  teiej> 

loke  we  where  he  haae  fe  wounde  :  fat  on  his  hed  was,  148 

fat  he  hente  in  f e  bataile  ?  :  for  jif  he  haf  f iike  woande 

In  f ilke  stude,  siker  we  bef  :  fat  we  him  hauef  i-founde." 

fo  hi  founde  f is  sof e  tokne  :  in  gret  ioie  hi  were  ibro3t, 

hi  sede,  '*  fu  art  placidas  :  fat  we  longe  hauef  isojt  152 

U  f  e  emperour  sente  after  f  e  :  to  him  f  **  schalt  come, 

for  his  fon  hauef  moche  of  his  lond  :  for  fe  faute^  of  fe  y-nome.'* 

sein  eustas  made  gret  daunger  :  &  naf  elcs  ate  nende  ^  r.  defauM 

to  f e  emperour  of  rome,  his  lord  :  wit  hom  he  gan  wende.  156 

glad  tif ing  com  to  f e  emperour  :  fo  he  him  isay  ! 

he  let  him  greidi  in  fair  atir  :  as  noble  knijt  &  hei, 

he  let  jarki  his  ost  also  :  mony  kni3t  &  sueyn, 

&  made  eustas,  as  he  was  er  :  of  hom  alle  cheuenteyn.  ICO 

U  hi  wente  &  worref  o  op  hor  fon  :  to  grounde  fer  &  ner ; 

hi  fat  er  al  maistres  were  :  nadde  do  no  poer. 

more  prouesse  ne  mi^te  be  :  fan  was  of  f is  kni^te, 

for  he  was  of  bodi  strong  :  &  moche  couf  e  of  fi^te,  164 

&  he  hadde  wit  him  godes  grace  :  be  dai  &  by  nyjte ; 

fer-fore  non  heden  man  :  a^en  him  stonde  no  mi^te. 

fo  fe  king  hor  fo  vnf er-^et  :  fat  his  poer  noding  nas, 

&  fat  he  ne  mi3te  worre  holde  :  a^en  sein  eustas,  168 

H  he  flei  hom  in-to  his  owe  lond  :  vnnefe  wit  f e  line. 

seint  eustas  wit  his  gode  route  :  after  suef e  bliue ; 

of  his  men  he  let  ek  mony  nyme  :  &  slou  ek  of  hom  Hue, 

he  let  sle  al  ofer  nyme  :  of  er  out  of  londe  hom  driue.  172 

jut  he  suor  he  wolde  awreke  be  :  of  f  e  gret  schondo 

fat  hi  hadde  his  lord  y-worref  :  in  his  owe  londe. 

H  gret  maister  he  wex  anon —  :  what,  whare  was  f  o  his  horn  ? 

he  ne  jede  no3t  in  f  e  feld  afote  :  to  wite  man^  corn  I         ^  r.  manntf     176 

a  maister  heiward  he  was  on  :  wit  such  men  to  fi3te, 

to  porswy  in-to  his  owe  lond  :  a  king  of  so  gret  mijte  I 

he  let  ordeine  wel  his  ost  :  &  parti  hit  a-f  re,]  179 


398      8T.   XU8TACS,  NOT    KNOWING   THBV,   0HOOBE8    HIS   TWO    SONS   AS 
CHIEFS   UNDER  BIM.      ONE  TELLS  THE  OTHER  HIS  8T0RT. 

Cheuenteynes  he  liet  [chese]^  tweie  :  vnder  him  to  heo.      [foi.  las]    >  om. 
IT  bare  weren  loungue  tweie  :  faire  men*  with-alle,    !?!?•  *"■"« ..  *,A«'ira- 

*  ^         o  9     R^e  Bneii  wi  j>  jelou  her 

•^with  red  heued,  jeolu  and  crips' —  :  fair  cas  fare  gan  bi-falle : 
For  ^eie  nere  none  into  al  |)e  Ost  :  fat  so  staleworf*  men  were 
Ne  of  so  grct  prouwesse  in  )>e  bataile  :  ne  fat  so  wel  armes  here,   184 
])are-fore  Evstas  vnder  him  :  cheuenteynes  heom  made  fere, 
Eyfer  is  owene  compay[ni]e  :  swife  wel  to  lede  and  lere.  186 

hny  siweden  heore  fo  in-to  is  lond  :  no-f  ing  aniradde  huy  nere ; 
And  f  0  huy  f  e  se  i-passed  hadden  :  heor  baneres  huy  lieten^  a-rere, 
IT  Into  al  fat  lond  Imy  wenten  a-boute  :  and  nomen  alle  fat  huy 

founden,  iMS.Meten 

heore  fon  huy  slowen  fat  heore  ponwer  :  was  sone  i-brou3t  to  grounde ; 
For  huy  nomen  some  and  ladden  forth  :  with  heom^  faste  i-bounde, 
Some  huy  raymeden  for  heore  lif  :  of  manie  harde  poundes.  192 

Are  huy  heom  hadden  so  ouer-come  :  huy  jeuen  manie  woundes ; 
Gult-lese  men  fat  weren  of  pais  :  huy  lieteo  beo  hole  and  sounde. 
huy  come  and  nomen  a  gret  cite  :  and  f are-inne  huy  a-li^hte ; 
Ase  louerdes  huy  resten  fere —  :  so  fareth  fat  habbeth  mijhte.      196 
U  ]!}is  two  cheuenteynes  fat  weren  :  onder  sire  Eustas, 
huy  castcn  of  heore  helmes  heom  for-to  auente  :  heore  bodi  ful 

weri  was;  198 

Vnder  a  cLaumbre  liuy  resten  heom  :  in  a  wel  fair  herber, 
huy  tolden  of  heore  grete  prouwesse  :  fat  huy  duden  feor  and  ner. 
**  Wonderliche,"  fat  on  seide  :  "  ich  am  forth  i-gon. 
^li  fader  was  kny^lit  of  gret  pouwer  :  nis  noujhwere  nouf e  schuch  on ; 
U  he  and  mi  moder  stilleliche  ;  lieten  heom  C7i8tni  beye, 
And  me  and  mi  jouiigue  brofur^  :  fat  weren  his  sones  tweye.*      204 
A  ni^ht  he  nam  is  wif  and  us  ;  fat  his  sones  were,  J  OTfg.^beyie 

Ajid  ladde  us  into  anof ur  lond  :  fare  we  neuerer  nere. 
J)o  we  f  e  se  i-passeJe  hadden  :  f  e  Mariner  for  is  huy  re 
Drof  us  out  of  is  schip  .  and  ore  moder  ladde  awey  :  fat  us  was  leof 

and  duyre.  208 

U  Ore  fader  nam  us  and  ladde  us  forth  :  swife  gret  deol  he  made. 
To  awater  we  comen  fat  was  so  deop  :  fat  we  ne  mijhten  nou3ht  wade  : 
Mi  fader  bar  ouer  mine  30unguere  brofer  :  and  in  fat  of  ur  half  liim 

sotte, 


ST.  SU8TACB*9  SONS  GET  TO   KNOW  THET   ARE  BROTHERS.        399 

ST.  Eustace's  wife  comes  to  him,  and  teli^  him  who  she  is. 

And  cam  a  wolf  and  bar  him  forth  :  pe  jwyle  he  [me]  wolde  fetlo ; 

And  are  he  mi^hte  to  me  come  :  a  leon  ^are  cam  eome 

And  kipte  me  and  bar  me  forth  :  to- ward  fe  wode  wel  3eome.       214 

IT  Schepherdes  omen  him  a-^ein  :  with  homes  and  with  honnde, 

And  crieden  and  schoten  torward  him  :  ^t  he  me  liet  falle  to  grounde ; 

buy  nomen  and  ladden  me  to  heore  hous  :  and  lieten  me  forth  briugue. 

Of  fader  ne  of  moder  ne  can  ich  :  telle  eov  no  tyfingue."  218 

IT  "Louerd  cn'st,"  seide  fat  ofur  :  "  i-hered  beo  J?i  mi^hte, 

])at  ich  moste  of  mine  leoue  bro)}ur  :  habbe  one  si^hte !  220 

Certes,"  he  seide,  "  ich  am  J>i  brof ur  :  fat  J? e  wolf  a-wei  bar ; 

Ake  Aker-men  weren  in  f e  feld  :  fat  weren  of  him  i-war, 

with  staues  and  with  stones  al-so  :  a^en  him  buy  ornen  bliue 

And  maden  him  legge  me  a-doun  :  so  fat  ich  cam  to  line.*'  224 

louerd,  muche  was  f e  loye  :  fat  bi-twene  heom  was  fere !       [foi.  i68  b.] 

Mest  buy  bi-menden  fader  and  moder :  fat  buy  nusten  jware  buy  were. 

IF  Heore  Moder  sat  and  heorde  f  is  :  In  ane  cbaumbre  f  are-bi-side  : 

welle,  loaerd,  fat  be^  was  glad  :  fat  heo  mijbte  fane  day  a-bide !  » =  iico 

Sori  heo  was  fat  heo  ne  mi3hte  out  :  with  hire  sones  to  speke — 

Ake  heo  was  bi-loke  ase  a  prison  :  ne  heo  ne  mi3bte  fat  hous  breke ; 

For  heo  and  manie  of  er  :  in  ostage  weren  itake. 

Bi-foro  fe  prince  heo  was  sethfe  i-broujt  :  hire  fin  for-to  make.      232 

J)o  isai}  heo  3 ware  hire  louerd  was —  :  a-doun  heo  feol  to  grounde, 

*'  I-hered  beo  f  ou,  ihe^u  cnst ! "  beo  seide  :  **  mine  louerd  ich  habbe 

i-founde  1 " 
IT  )>ia  guode  kni^bt  [gan]^  for  ioye  to  wepe  :  be  clupte  hire  and  caste ; 
More  Ioye  fane  [was  heom]*  bi-twene  :  no  man  neuerer  nuste.      236 
"  Sire,  merci,"  heo  seide  :  "  ne  haue  f ou  no  nus-f  ou^t,  »  om. 

For  god  it  wot,  ich  am  clene  :  and  i-wemmed  noujt. 
For  also-sone  as  f e  luf eie  man  :  me  hadde  fram  fe  i-brou3t, 
be  vuelde,  and  deide  sone  :  bi  god  fat  ich  habbe  i-soujt ! "  240 

po  was  f is  guode  knight  gladore  :  bi  muche  fane  he  er  was ! 
''  Dame,"  be  seide,  "  of  ore  leoue  sones  :  quite  we  beoth,  alas !      242 
For  a  leon  bar  fat  on  a-wei  :  and  a  wolf  fat  of  ur  also ; 
"Wel  ich  wot  fat  buy  to-drawe  beoth  :  inot  jwat  we  schullen  do." 
IT  "  Sire,"  seide  f  is  guode  wif  :  "  make  gret  Ioye  with-alle. 
Among  alle  fe  men  fat  euere  weren  :  fairest  us  is  bi-fulle  :  246 


400      ST.    EUSTACE   AND    HIS  WIPE   AND    SONS    ARE    RE-UNITED.      THEY 
GO   IN  TRIUMPH  TO   ROME.      ST.  EUSTACE   REPUSES   TO  WORSHIP   IDOLS. 

For  ase  ich  in  a  chaumbre  sat :  knijhtes  ich  heordo  twelve 

Tellen  of  us  so  J>at  ichwot  :  fat  it  weren  ovre  sones  bci^c. 

Lat  of-sechen  3wiiche  buy  beoth  :  for  sofe,  buy  beotb  of  fine. 

Beo  glad  and  in  alle  loye  :  for  we  babbez  ouer-come  ore  pine."      260 

IT  J^is  kni^bt  for  loye  liet  sende  a-boute  :  fe  messagers  neren  nou3t 

bi-bynde ; 
be  liet  secbe  and  crien  ouer-al  :  ^if  men  mi^bten  anie  swucbe  i-finde. 
be  fond  fat  is  sones  weren  :  onder  bim  cbeuentey[n]8, 
])at  be  bim-sulf  made  for  beore  prouwesse  :  of  fe  ostes  souereins.  254 
Glade  buy  badde  er  i-beo  :  ake  so  glade  neuere  buy  nere, 
po  fader  and  moder  and  fe  sones  :  to-gadere  i-come  were ;  256 

])at  fe  fader  and  fe  sones  :  f e  maistrie  a-wei  bere       ^  ▼.  ts6-7  Mem  fpariooi . 
And  maistres  weren  of  al  fat  folk  :  to  ordeinen  beom  and  to  lere.^ 
IT  Louerd,  mucbe  is  fi  mi3hte  :  and  fat  f ou  cuddest  fere — 
For  fat  f ou  i-saued  babbe  wolt  :  no-f ing  ne  scbal  f ur-pere. —        260 
IT  ])o  f is  guode  kni^bt  and  is  sones  :  and  beore  ost  atfen  ende 
])e  Maistne  badden  of  alle  beore  fon  :  bam  ward  buy  guonne  wiende 
witb  gret  loye  and  nobleye —  :  of  no  man  boom  ne  dradde ;         263 
Alle  f  e  bexte  men  of  f  e  londe  :  ase  prisones  witb  beom  buy  ladde. 
Mucbe  pris  fare  was  of  lieoni  :  ase  buy  wenden  toward  rorae. 
Ake  deolfole  tif ingues  buy  founden  fere  :  f o  buy  fudere  come :    266 
For  buy  fonnden  bore  louerd  ded  :  fene  Auraperour  tralan, 
And  an  ofer  buy  founden  iniad  after  bim  :  fat  biet  Adrian,  268 

J3at  mucbe  scbame  dude  cr/stine  men  :  3 ware  anie  weren  i-nome. 
Gret  loye  he  made  with  f is  kni3htes  :  f 0  buy  weren  fudere  i-come,^ 
For  beore  prouwesse,  and  for  beore  prisones  :  fat  buy  mid  beom 

brou3hte.  L*  foi.  i»] 

bext  prince  of  fat  lend  vnder  bim  :  sire  Eustas  makie  be  f 0U3bte ; 
Bote  it  were  bi  is  red  :  no-f  ing  don  be  nolde,  273 

And  jwane  he  wende  into  anie  stude  :  euere  mid  him  be  scbolde. 
IT  A  dai  buy  comen  bi  beore  temple  :  fat  beore  maumates  inne  were : 
J3e  Aurapc?*our  li3hte  a-doun  :  to  don  fare  is  preiere.  276 

Sire  Eustas  nolde  nou3t  fare-inne  come  :  ake  bi-lefde  f ere-witb-oute. 
J)e  Aumperour  in  wrathfe  axede  a-non  :  3ware-of  be  badde  doute 
And  3wi  ho  ne  a-li3hte,  ase  ri3bt  were  :  and  to  is  godes  a-loute.     279 
**  Sire,"  seide  sire  Eustas,  "  it  is  for  nou3t  :  fat  f ou  art  f are-a-boute ; 


ST.   KUSTACS    IS    OAST   INTO    A    DBN    OF    LIONS,    BUT    THET    WILL      401 
NOT  TOUCH  HIM.      HB  AND   HIS   FAMILY  ARE  BURNT. 

I-ne  rechche  a-Iiae  ho  it  wite  :  cristine  ich  am,  i-wis.  281 

Of  swucli  a  prince  ase  )you  art,  gret  deol  is  :  pat  so  schal  bi-Ieue  a-mis.'' 

f  "  Ov  ! "  seide  fe  Aumperour  :  "  hast  J>ou  J>us  i-seid? 

habbe  ich  fns  i-loued  ))e  :  and  ))0U  me  hast  bi-treid  1  284 

3if  ^ou  louest  )yin  owene  stat  :  tome  pi  ))0U3t,  ich  rede, 

Oj'ur  ]>ou  schalt  segge  ]>at  ^ou  ne  dadest  :  neuere  so  lu]>er  dede.'' 

"  Certes,  sire,  for  nou3t  it  is  "  :  ^is  guode  knight  ar^ein  seide, 

"  holde  ichuUe  J>at  ich  habbe  i-take  :  I-ne  bi-leue  it  for  no  drede." 

wod- wroth  was  ]>e  Aumperour  :  he  liet  him  binde  faste 

And  leden  horn  to  is  paleis  :  and  among  leones  him  caste,  290 

J^at  huy  scholden  for-swolewen  euerech  lime  :  of  pis  guode  kni^hte. 

huy  a-lutten  to  him  and  lickeden  him —  :  ]>are  was  godes  mi^hte ! 

U  ^0  is  sones  and  is  wif  :  herof  heorden  telle 

])at  ^e  Aumperour  heore  louerd  nome  :  him  for-to  a-quelle,  294 

huy  comen  eome  with  gret  eyr  :  and  axeden  ^ware  he  were, 

And  seiden  huy  wolden  for  godes^  loue  :  mid  him  deije  ^ere.*  \  J^liS^J^T 

"he  schok  is  heued  and  criede  loude  :  and  ter  him  bi  is  here  '/**^^  ***"' 

he  liet  makie  ane  tonne  of  bras  :  for-to  heme  heom  ))are-inne.        298 

Wei  wusten  pia  guode  kni^htes  :  jwat  huy  scholden  ]>are-with  iwinne. 

H  po  was  ^e  Infere  Aumperour  :  wrof  ere  Jjane  he  was  bi-fore.  i       i  r.  w 

Sire  Eustas  sat  a^doun  a-kneo  :  and  seide,  "  nou])e,  louerd,  ]>in  ore ! 

Graunte  us  to  ^e  loye  of  heouene  :  comen  af tur  ))is  sore,  302 

And  )>at  ore  Jyou^t  studefast  beo  :  and  treowe  euere-more.^    it.sm  added. 

Graunte  us  ))at  alle  guode  men  :  ]>at  us  habbuth  in  muynde 

And  of  us  bi-sechez  help  to  )ye  :  fat  huy  it  moten  finde, 

])at  buy  of  peril  beon  i-brou3t  :  and  of  alle  o^ure  vuele  al-so,        30G 

p8kt  |)ou,  )if  it  is  pi  wille  :  into  )ye  loye  of  heouene  heom  do. 

we  foure  ^at  muche  of  ore  lif  :  i-liued  habbeth  in  wo, 

Graunte  us  one  stude  to  ore  martyrdom  :  and  to  ore  burijngue  al-so, 

])at  we  in  one  stude  forto  domes-day  :  to-gadere  resten  mote,         310 

pat  ]>e  sike  of  bodie  and  of  soule  :  at  us  habben  bote.'^ 

f  po  cam  ))are  a  uoyz,  and  seide  : ''  Eustas,  glad  foxx  beo,  31 2 

Al  ^at  ^ou  i-bede  hast  :  god  hat^  i-graunted  ye."  [>  M-  i^^b.] 

pia  tormentores  nomen  ]>is  guode  knight  :  and  is  sones  and  is  wif, 

And  duden  heom  in  ane  tonne  of  bras  :  to  leten  ]>are  heore  lijf ; 

Gret  fuyr  huy  ))are-aboute  maden  :  bi-neo^  and  a-boue :  316 

LBOEND8  OF  SAINTS.  D  D 


402      THE   BODIES   OF  8T.  EUSTACE  AND   HIS   FAMILY  ARE   WHOLE. 
ST.  JOHN   THE   EVANQELIST  WAS  CHRIST'S   COUSIN. 

And  ])are  hay  ]>oleden  martyrdom  :  for  ore  louerdes  loue. 
f  \)o  ]7is  f  nyr  hadde  longue  i-bamd  :  a-boate  )ye  brasene  tonne. 
And  ])at  bras  was  muche  i-molte  :  and  to-gadere  i-ronne, 
buy  eoden  ner,  and  ^is  holie  men  :  wel  faire  liggen  bay  founde,    320 
^So  )wijbt  scbininde  so  eni  milk  :  ))e  bodies  hole  and  sounde 
And  ]>e  scalene  ore  loaerd  bi-tai^t —  :  for  pare  nas  of  clo|)e  ne  of  here, 
Ne  of  no  stade  of  alle  heore  bodies  :  p&i  of  J^e  fuyre  i-weommede  were. 
f  Cristine  men  arwayteden  heore  point  :  and  stelen  ])are-to  bi  ni3hte 
And  yeos  bolie  bodies  ladden  a-wey  :  and  longue  ))aTe-to  hay  ti3hte 
And  bureden  beom  faire  in  one  stude   :  to  jwuche  buy  weren 
i-brou}t—  326 

For  ore  louerd  wolde  ^at  it  were  :  ase  bay  hadden  him  erore  bi-sou^t. 
An  hondred  ^er  i-passede  weren  :  and  twenti  also 
Af  tor  ore  louerdes  buyrtyme  :  ]>at  buy  weren  to  de]>e  ido. 
))us  seint  Eustas  mid  is  wif  :  and  mid  is  sones  cam  330 

To  ^  heije  loye  of  heouene  :  ^oruj  strong  martyrdom. 

60    [lohan  ap.] 

SEint  lohan  p^  ewangebst :  ^at  Apostel  is, 
was  ore  louerdes  Aunte  sone  :  and  seint  lemes  bro]»ur,  i-wis : 
his  Moder  was  ore  lauedie  suster  :  Marie  cleophe, 
I-wedded  beo  was  to  is  fader  :  J^at  hiet  zebede ;  4 

piB  Zebede  hadde  twei^e  sones  :  bi  Marie  is  wif : 
])es  seint  lohan  and  eke  seint  leme  :  ))at  ladden  wel  holi  lijf. 
U  Seint  lohan  was  jonguore  ]>ane  ore  louerd  :  twelf  mon^e  o\>ur 

fere-a-boute ; 
For  is  kun  he  was  ]>e  betere  Man  :  ^ar-of  nis  no  doute  :  8 

And  natheles  he  was,  ich  wene  :  ^ritti  3er  old  nei^h 
Are  bee  ou3t  muche  of  ore  louerd  waste  :  opev  are  he  him  muche 

isei^h. 
For  ore  loue^'d  nas  bote  luyte  i-knowe  :  ne  he  ne  cudde  him  noujt 
Are  he  i-baptized  were  :  and  to  cnstine-dom  i-broujt ;  12 

And  jeot  ne  cudde  he  him  nou3t  a-brod  :  are  seint  lohan  ]>e  baptist 

were 
I-martred  for  ^e  lawe  of  holie  churche  :  ^at  he  gan  heroudes  lere. 
H  Ake  ])o  seint  lohan  i-martred  was  :  ore  louerd  ne  sparede  nou3ht 


ST.  JOHN  WAS  Christ's  favourite  apostlb,  and  was       403 

TOLD  TO  TAKE  CHARGE  OF  CHBIST'S  MOTHER. 

Forte  gon  and  prechi  a-boute  :  til  he  was  to  de])6  i-brou3t.  16 

To  beon  is  desciples  furst  he  ches  :  twei3e  bre})ren  ]>o : 

Seint  petre  and  seint  Andreu  :  ase  he  cam  bi  ))e  se  go ; 

And  ]>are  he  saijh  tweie  brej^ren  fo  :  seint  leme  and  pes  seint  lohan, 

with  ])e  olde  man  Zebede  :  heore  fader,  a-fischeth  gon  :  20 

f  heom  he  cleopede  al-so  to  him  :  and  huy  bi-lefden  a-non 

heore  fader,  and  siweden  him  :  and  token  )ye  betere  won. 

Seint  lohan  was  best  with  him  :  of  is  desciples  echon  : 

])at  was  i*sene  po  he  leonede  :  an**  slep  *^'on  is  breoste-bon ;  24 

For  fe  ^wile  he  made  is  ceno  :  ase  on  schere-j^ores-day, 

Seint  lohan  among  is  desciples  :  to  is  swete  breste  lay. 

A-morewe,  ase  on  fe  guode  friday  :  ase  he  deide  on  ]>e  rode, 

his  swete  moder  and  seint  lohan  :  faste  bi  him  stode :  28 

])ere  in  seint  lohanes  warde  :  is  swete  moder  he  tok,  [foi.  no] 

To  wardi  ase  hire  owene  sone  :  ase  we  findez  i-write  in  bok. 

II  hire  wardein  he  was  aftur  also  :  ]>at  he  to  heouene  i-wende, 

Al  fe  ^wyle  ]>at  heo  on  eoipe  was  :  for-to  he  aftur  hire  sende.  32 

Ei^ht  it  was  to  wardi  hire  :  ^wane  heo  is  Aunte  was, 

And  for  ]>are  nas  non  o]>ur^  of  heom  :  f&i  clene  mayde  was  ;^ 

Clene  mayde  to  wardi  ofur  :  ri3ht  it  was  i-do' —        '  "'*  "ftl.  to  do*^*  "** 

))are-fore  in  is  swete  warde  :  ore  louerd  bi-tok  hire  so. —  36 

Aftur  ^at  ore  louerd  was  :  to  ^e  loye  of  heouene  i-went. 

And  his  desciples  a-witsonenday  :  ])ene  holi  gost  hadde  i-sent, 

U  huy  wenden  forth  wel  baldeliche  :  euerech  in  is  side, 

A-boute  in  diuerse  londes  :  and  pr^heden  wel  wide.  40 

In-to  ye  londe  of  Asye  :  seint  lohan  ]>e  ewangelist 

wendOyto  wissi  )yulke  side  :  and  prechede  of  lesu  crist.  42 

To  fe  Cite  of  Efese  :  at^  laste  he  com, 

p&vQ  he  hadde  him-sulue  hous  and  hom  :  and  prechede  cnstindom. — 

If  j)e  Aumperour  domician  :  ]>at  luj^ur  was  i-nov^h, 

Alle  ))•  cristine  Men  ^at  he  fond  :  he  tormentede  o^ur  a-sloujh. 

So  ^at  seint  lohan  was  i-nome  :  ))at  longue  hadde  beo  i-sou^ht ; 

Bi-fore  ]>e  Aump^rores  lustise  :  ful  sone^  he  was  i-brou3t.  48 

])e  lustise  ^ou^hte  anon  :  fram  god  to  tuyme  is  ]>ou3ht.         ^  oi.  to  rom« 

"  Certes,"  quath  J>is  holie  Man  :  "  Jare-to  ne  bringest  J>ou  it  noujt ; 

For  ichulle  more  don  after  god  :  ))ane  aftur  ^e,  i-wis." 

D  D  a 


404      ST.  JOHN   IS   BOILED   IN   OIL,  AND   OUTLAWED   TO  PATMOS,  WHERE 
HE  WRITES  THE  AFOOALTPSE.      HE  RETURNS   TO   EPHESUS. 

Welle,  wroth})  was  ))e  lustise  :  ^o  he  i-heorde  ))i8 !  52 

Ane  tonne  ful  of  Eoyle  he  nam  :  and  liet  it  boylie  faste,  . 
And  al  wallinde  })esne  holie  Man  :  a-midde  ]>e  eolie  he  caste. 
IT  Seint  lohan  )>are-inne  sat  :  so  longuo  so  it  was, 
Nio  no  chaungede  neuer  ene  his  hiov  :  ne  neuere  fe  worse  him  nas,   56 
Ake  al  hoi  with-outen  eni  harm  :  out  of  fis  eolye  he  a-ros — 
])e  lustise  ])at  him  ]>er-inne  brou3te  :  ]>ar-of  wel  sore  a-gros. 
)?is  was  in  rome  bi-fore  a  3at  :  p&t  pia  dede  was  i-do, 
])at  men  cleopeden  ''  ]>e  porte  latin  "  :  and  ^uy  t  men  doth  also.        60 
A-seint  lohanes  day  it  was  :  in  ]>e  bi-ginningue  of  may. 
For  f ulke  miracle  men  holdez  juyt  :  foru  al  fe  lond  is  day ; 
And  for  pat  ^at  hiet  "  porte  latyn  '*  :  fare  f e  dede  was  i-do, 
3uy[t]  men  holdeth^  filke  day  :  of  seint  lohan  ^  al-so. —  64 

f  Domician  J?e  Aumperour  :  J?o  he  i-sai3h  fis  cas  \  Jj-  JT^ru  utya 

])at  seint  lohan  nas  no-))e  worse  :  ])at  he  in  jfQ  eolie  was, 
wod-wroth  he  was  and  sori  i-nou3h  :  ake  natheles  he  ne  dorste  nou3t 
For  cmtine  Men,  fat  he  were  :  foru^  him  to  def e  i-broujht ;  63 

he  hiet  him  fleo  out  of  fe  londe  :  fat  non  more  he  ne  come  fere. 
I-harled  he  was  out  of  rome  :  ase  f  ei  he  strong  f  eof  were. 
And  i-outlawed  ase  a  f eof  :  fat  he  in  f e  contreye  ne  como. 
Into  fe  yle  of  patmos  :  he  wende  out  of  rome,  72 

And  wonede  fare  in  penaunce  :  twelf  monf es  nei3h. 
Of  ore  louerdes  priuetez  :  wel  mucbe  he  fare  i-sei3h,  p  foUiTObj 

For  ofte  f  e  priuetez  of  heoueno  :  ore  louerd  him  schewedo  fere.^ 
Jware-of  he  made  fare  ane  bok  :  al-holi  churche  to  lere,  76 

fat  men  cleopeth  "Apocalips"  :  fat  men  redez  in  churche  al  day; 
Muche  is  of  godes  priuetez  :  fat  ho  fare  i-sai3.^ —  *  orig.iui3h 

U  \)G  furste  3er  fat  seint  lolian  :  f us  i-outlawed  was, 
Of  f e  Aumperour  fat  him  drof  awey  :  fare  bi-feol  a  sori  cas :  80 

For  f e  senatour  him  a-slov^  :  fat  was  fo  of  rome, 
In  contek  fat  heom  was  bi-twene —  :  for  buy  conteckeden  i-lome. 
Seint  lones  pays  was  sone  i-cried  :  and  alle  oferes  also 
J5at  weren  foru3  fe  Aumperour  :  in  outlaw ingue  iJo.  84 

Seint  lohan  him  wende  a-3einward  f o  :  mildeliche  i-nov3 ; 
Toward  fe  cite  of  Efese  :  to  is  owene  hous  he  droii3 — 
For  he  hadJe  fare  hous  and  hom  :  and  kun  and  freond  i-nowe. 


ST.    JOHN    THE    EVANGEU8T    RESTORES    DRUSIANE    TO    LIFE,   AND      405 
SHE  COOKS   FOR  HIM.      HE   DWELLS   AT  EPHESUS. 

Men  and  wimmcn  of  fe  toun  :  wel  yicke  a-jein  him  drowe,  88 

To  wel-comien  him  with  gret©  loye  :  antl  in-to  toune  him  broujte, 
with  swi|)e  gret  procession  :  ase  huy  ful  wel  ou^ten. 
IT  Ase  huy  wenden  J^oruj  J?e  toun  :  with  grete  loye  fere, 
'^lon  and  wimmen  a-3ein  heom  comen  :  with  ful  dreorie  chere :       92 . 
For  dnisiane,  a  ded  womman  :  toward  vrfe  huy  hero ; 
J5are  was  for  hire  deol  i-nov3  :  and  wel  sorie  alle  huy  were. 
Gret  loue  fare  hadde  er  i-beo  :  bi-tweone  hire  and  seint  lohan. 
Ase  sone  ase  fat  folk  him  i-sai^  :  f e  gladdore  alle  huy  were  a-non ;  96 
huy  gonne  on  him  to  crie  faste  :  "  sire,"  huy  seiden,  "  fin  ore  1 
Jjis  is  drusiane,  fi  guode  freond  :  fat  was  vndor  fi  lore. 
Jjou  wost  wel  heo  hath  f e  muche  i-loued  :  nov  ne  may  heo  nojimore, 
here  lico  is  in  fis  here  ded  :  heo  makez  us  carie  sore.  100 

IT  Heo  ne  wilnede  non  ofur  fing  :  fe  jwile  heo  sik  lay, 
Bote  fat  he^  moste  fe  i-seon  :  are  hire  ende-day :  i  =  iieo 

And  nouf e  it  is  so  ase  f ou  sixt :  fat,  f ei  f ou  beo  here,  heo  ne  may  ! 
J^ench  on  fe  loue  fat  heo  fe  louede  :  sethfe  heo  fe  furst  i-say ;      104 
And  ^if  fou  woldest  us  swuch  grace  do  :  and  a-^ein  to  line  hire 

bringue, 
Euere  we  scholden  herie  f  e  :  and  f  e  kingue  of  alle  kyngue." 
IT  seint  lohan  bi-gan  to  sichen  sore  :  ase  he  in  f  ou^hte  were ; 
he  bad  heom  ane  stounde  a-bide  :  and  setten  a-doun  f  e  here.  108 

he  sat  a-doun  wel  softe  a-kneo  :  and  criede  to  ore  louerd  fere, 
])is  woman  fat  him  so  muche  louede  :  3if  it  were  is  wille,  a-rere. 
po  he  hadde  i-seid  is  oresun  :  anon-ri^ht  in  fe  place 
Jjis  womman  a-ros  up  hoi  and  sound  :  foruj  ore  louerdes  grace,     112 
And  herede  faste  ihesu.  cnst  :  and  fene  holie  man  sein  lohan — 
])are  was  prece  of  alle  f e  men  :  fat  f  udere  mi^hten  gon. 
Seint  lohan  bad  hire  go  hom  a-non  :  and  greyf  i  som-f  ing  to  mete 
A  thorn  in  hire  owene  hous  :  fat  he  mi3hte  with  hire  ete.  116 

IT  Jjeos  drusiane  wente  forth  :  and  3a[r]kede  mete  i-novj. 
And  mnde  seint  lohan  fair  semblaunt  :  and  elles  it  were  wouj. — 
In  fe  cite  of  Efese  :  saint  lohan  bi-lefde  longue,  [roi.nocnambered] 

And  prechede  fat  folk  to  gode  tuyrne  :  and  cr/stindom  a-fongue,  120 
And  ordeinede  preostes  :  and  churchene  liet  a-rere, 
Bischopes  he  made  beste  Men  :  fat  folk  for-to  lere. 


406      6T.   JOHN,   AT  THB   ENTRBATT   OF   THE  CHRISTIANS  07   EPBK8U8, 
WRITES   HIS   GOSPEL,  WHICH  IS  THE  8UBLIME8T  OF  THE  FOUR. 

])i8  guode  Men  J^at  vnder  him  weren  :  bischopes  and  o]>ere  ako, 

Fondeden  bo])e  ni^ht  and  day  :  aftur  is  wissingue  do.  124 

huy  cr/oden  on  him  with  al  here  mi^hie  :  alle  of  one^  cite :        >  oi.  |m 

For  he  wuste  so  muche  and  vnder-jat  :  of  ore  loucrdcs  priuete 

pe  ^wile  he  with  him  on  eor]>e  was  :  and  next  him  euere  also, 

J^at  he  scholde  of  is  holie  lijf  :  in  sum  guode  bok  do,         >  a/.tboa(«Urt 

And  of  1b  kuynde  ^wat  he  was  :  and  ))at  folk  don  to  lore,^ 

J)at  huy  mi^hten  fe  betere  iwite  :  jwat  ore  swete  louerd  wore.       1 30 

IT  Seint  lohan  bi-soujte  ]>at  folk  ^eorne  :  for  him  pat  huy  bede 

In  fastingue  and  in  orisones  :  to  don  a  swiich  holi  dede ;  132 

And  wende  into  a  deme  stude  :  and  bad  ore  louerd  faste 

])at  he  scholde  ]>ene  holie  gost :  into  is  heorte  caste, 

})e  holie  (xodspel  of  him  to  make  :  al-holie  churche  to  lere, 

Jware-foruj  euerech  cmtine  man  :  fe  betere  bi-lieued  were.  136 

he  bad  al-so  ])at  pare  ne  scholde  :  ])oruj  ore  louerdes  grace 

wind,  ne  reyn.  ne  opur  weder  :  come  nei3him  in  ]>at  |ilace 

To  letten  him  of  is  holie  dede  :  ])e  3wyle  he  ])are-a-boute-  were; 

Ore  louerd  heorJe  is  bone  wel  :  J>at  no  weder  ne  letto  him  J>ere,    140 

Ne  cam  no  wynd  jeot  to  ))is  day  :  ase  pQ  holie  Man  it  bad, 

Ne  opMT  tempeste  in  ))ulke  stude  :  as  pe  bok  was  i-mad,^ 

Ne^  mi3hte  neuereft  come  tempeste  :  ase  fe  holie  man  it  bad.* 

A-non  so  seint  Ion  bi-gan  :  to  don  f is  holie  deJe,  *h^h iltSbUk 

I-tend  he  was  of  fe  holie  gost  :  fat  ech  del  fat  he  seide        iIi|KrrtJde^" 

he  sek  of  ore  louerdes  breoste  :  ase  be  f  ar-to  lay  *  h»dde  iKde"* 

pe  3 wile  he  made  is  swete  cene  :  a-scbere-f oresday  ; 

Jjare  he  sek  out  fat  holie  wit  :  of  fe  holie  godspelle  148 

J3at  he  made  setlif  e  in  Efese  :  a-mong  cr/stine  Men  to  telle. 

he  was  f e  feorf e  Ewangelist  :  and  herre  nas  fare  non  ; 

And  is  godspel  he  made  last  :  of  heom  euerechon. 

Seint  Matheu  and  seint  Mark  :  and  eke  seint  luc,  i-wis,  152 

heore  god-spelles  liuy  hadden  longue  i-maud  :  are  he  bi-guonne  his. 

Ake  seint  lohan  bi-gan  his  hext  :  for  fare-on  he  bi-gan 

Of  ore  louerd  al  ^wat  he  was  :  are  fat  he  were  Man ; 

he  bi-gan  so  hei^e  is  godspen  :  of  ore  louerdes  kujmde,  i-wis,         156 

J5at  vnnefo  ani  Man  eorfelich  :  entendcth  ^wat  it  is.  »  MS.RodBpdi 

For  he  sou3litc  so  deope  is  kuynde  :  and  of  him  bi-gan  so  hei3e, 


ST.  John's  emblem  is  an  eaolb.  Bt  his  prater  a  heathen  407 

TEMPLE  FALLS   DOWN    WITH   GREAT    NOISE. 

In  J>e  fourmo  of  Ane  Ern  he  is  de-peint :  ase  we  ofte  i-seoth  with 

ei3e.  ^  r.  sucth  (=  seotlO  bMt 

For  jfQ  Ern  is  swiftest^  of  alle  foules  :  and  hext  he  may  fleo  :        160 
For  3wane  he  is  in  ]>q  lofte  an  hei3h  :  ]>at  herre  ne  may  non  beo, 
5uyt  he  may  here  in  fe  grounde  :  ane  luttle  worm  i-seo  ;^  iate*Jiro^e» 
Also  he  may  so  heije  fleo  :  and  ))e  firmament  so  nei^h,    ^^•'iddertoteo. 


J^at  ahnest  is  wyngene  brenneth  :  jwane  he  is  so  heijh.  164 

H  Se^  lohan  fat  is*  J?e  fourme  of  Ern  :  is  godspelles  wel  hei^e  bi-gan, 
J)are-inne  he  tolde  al  is^  lif  :  fe  3 wile  he  was  on  eorf  man. 
his  godspel  is  swipe  hei3  i-holde  :  ase  wel  ri3ht  it  is,         J  Jj;  g^jjj*  ^^^ 
For  muche  del  of  holi  churche  :  J>er-J)oru}h  i-loked  is.       *  *'*  ^'  *'»"«•■*» 
Seint  loban  cudde  ]>i3  godspel  sone  :  and  prechede  it  faste  al-so  ; 
Jeot  fare  weren  lufere  men  :  fat  onde  hadden  fare-to. —  170 

IT  On  atyme  manie  luf ere  Men  :  to-gadere  heom  hadden  i-nome 
And  to  seint  lohan  f  e  ewangelist :  in  grete  wrathf  e  come 
And  heten  him  wende  forth  with  heom  :  to  heore  maumates  a  non 
And  a-nouri  as  forth  with  heom  :  of  ur  it  scholde  an-ofur  gon.       174 
"  Beu  freres/'  quath  f  is  holie  Man  :  "  ichuUe  segge  eou  a  sothf — 
Ich  habbe  reuf e  of  cov  in  mine  heorte  :  fat  30  nutez  3wat  3e  dothf . 
Ichulle  don  eou  chois  of  tweiy  f  ingues  :  and  f  arof  cheose  30  :     *  J^,-,^*' 
To  gon^  with  eou  to  eower  temple  :  of  ur  3e  to  churche  with  me ;  178 
IT  3  wane  5e  to  godes  churche  comieth  :  3if  30  f  oru3  eower  godes  la  we 
Mouwen  make  f  e  churche  to  falle  :  bi-lieue  ichulle  on  heom  fawe ; 
And  3if  ich  may  bi^  eower  temple  :  bi-fore  eower  owene  si3hte,  >  at.  m 
Bi-leueth  on  Ihesn  crist,  ich  rede  :  3 wane  30  i-seothf  is  mi3hte."    182 
"  We  grauntiez  wel,"  f is  of ure  seiden  :  "  fou  schalt  furst  bi-guynne 
To  cuyfe  fine  louerdes  mi3hte  :  fe  maistrie  forto  wynne."  184 

To  f e  false  temple  buy  wenden  furst :  and  f 0  huy  weren  f are-nei3h 

alle, 
Seint  lohan  bad  heom  stonde  fer  :  fat  huy  ne  weren  of-falle. 
IT  Jjo  huy  weren  alle  with-drawen  a-feor  :  seint  lohan  a-feor  stod ; 
"  I-seo  30,"  he  seide,  "  fis  temple  alle  :  fat  30  holdeth  so  guodi     188 
Ich  bote  hire  in  mine  louerdes  name  :  fat  heo  falle  a-non, 
)3at  30  mo  wen  fe  sofe  i-seon  :  bi-fore  eou  here  ech-on." 
Ne  hadde  he  bote  fat  word  i-seid  :  fat  heo  no  ful  up  fe  donn, 
Fram  ende  to  ofur,  al  fis  temple  :  with  swife  gr»lich  soun.  192 


408      ST.    JOHN,   TO    OONVEBT    BISHOP    ARISTODIMUS,    DRINKS    STRONG 

POISON  AND   REMAINS    UNHURT. 

IT  ]X>  al  )7at  folk  ))at  pare  stod  :  ])is  miracle  i-seijh, 

huy  gonne  to  cr/eu  on  Ih^u  crist  :  and  on  seint  lohan  an  hei3li ; 

Xwelf  ])oii8end  Men  ))are  tomeden  :  echone  to  cn'stiiidora, 

with-onte  children  and  wimmen  :  ))at  turneden  also  mani  on. —    196 

IT  AEistodimus,  pe  Bischop  :  and  Maister  of  fe  lawe, 

Juyt  ne  mijhte  nought  seint  lohan  :  to 'ore  louerd  is  herte  drawe : 

For  )>o  he  isaijh  ))is  faire  miracle  :  fat  ])e  temple  fol  so  feie, 

5eot  nolde  he  it  nou3ht  i-leue  :  fat  ani  miracle  it  were ;  200 

he  nolde  i-lieue  in  none  manere  :  J^at  ore  lou^xl  were  of  mijhte. 

Seint  lohan  stod  and  Jjou^hte  longue  :  hou  he  him  mi3hte  bringue 

best  to  ri^hte, 
II  And  seide,  "  sei3e  ]>ou  me  3wat  i  schal  do  :  ]>at  fon  bi-fore  ]>e  i-seo ; 
And  bote  3if  ich  it  do,  ne  lief  ])ou  nou3ht :  ^at  mi  louerd  al-mijhli 

beo."  204 

"  Par  fey,"  quath  J>i8  lufere  Man  :  "  nov  ichulle  herkni  J)e ; 
Do  nouj^e  fat  ichulle  ]>e  segge  :  and  fon  schalt  winue  me.  206 

Ycnim  ich  habbe,  strong  i-nov3h  :  fat  ho-so  ]>arof  nimeth  oujt, 
Ne  come  ])ere  with-inne  him  ueucre  so  luyte  :  to  de))e  he  worth)» 

i-brOU3t;  ^  This  Tene  U  doubled  in  tb«  MS.     *MS.b:atfora     *K7^     ^gnon 

1  Drink  fare-of  bi-fore*  mine  eyene*  :  and  3if  it  ne  greueth*  je  nonjht. 
To  Ihe«u  crist,  fat  is  J?i  god  :  ichulle  take  al  mi  J>ou3ht."  [fw.  i7i] 

**  J?ou  seist  wel  i-nou3,"  quath  seint  lohan  :  "  bring  noufe  hidere  to  me 
))at  strongue  venym,  and  ichulle  :  hit  drinke  bi-fore  fe.**  212 

H  pe  false  Bischop  liim  bi-])0U3the  :  for-to  a-gasten  him  ^e  sanore 

fere, 
And  also  to  seon  fe  sofe  :  fat  his  god  of  pouwer  were  : 
Twey  men  fare  weren,to  defe  i-dempt  :  for  heore  lufere  dede, 
})Q  false  bischop  dude  hem  bofe  :  bi-fore  seint  lohan  lede  216 

And  made  heora  drinke  of  fat  venym  :  ri3th  bi-fore  is  ey3e. 
A-non  so  it  ou3t  with-inne  hem  cam  :  bofe  huy  gonne  dey3e. 
H  Seint  lohan  sethfe  fe  coppe  tok  :  fo  he  i8ai3h  al  fis  cas, 
And  dronk  fare-of  ane  grete  drau3t  :  and  neuere  f e  worse  him  nas, 
Ake  euere  f  e  lengore  f  are-aftur-ward  :  f  e  more  loye  he  made  and  blis 
J5at  folk  stod  al  in  gret  wonder  :  f o  huy  i-sei3en  al  fis.  222 

U  huy  stoden  and  bi-heolden  sein  lohan  longue  :  fre  tidene  and 

more. 


8T.  John's  cloak  restores  two  dead  hen  to  life.     409 

ARISTODIMUS  AND  OTHERS  ARE  CONVERTED. 

And  euere  pe  leng  ]>e  gladdore  :  buy  8ei3en  him  for  al  his  soie :    224 

To  Ie[8]u  crist  huy  gonne  tuyrne  :  and  criden  merci  a-non ; 

So  ]}dt  huy  to  cristine-dom  :  p&To  turnde,  wel  many  on. 

H  Ake  Aristod[i]ma8  pQ  Bischop  :  was  euere  in  lu])ere  ]}0U3te, 

And  ne  bi-liefde  nou3ht  in  lesu  crist :  for  al  psi  he  J^aro  wrou3te.  228 

''3^at  fayllez  pe  3uytr'  quath  scint  lohan  :  *^  me  ])unchez  it  is  with 

wou3h 
])at  povL  ne  leuest  ore  louerdes  mi3hte —  :  ne  sixt  pon  nou3t  3uyt 

i-nOV3  1 "  ^  *  ThU  V.  on  the  margiiu 

"  Bote  ^u  most  3uyt/'  quath  pe  Bischop  :  "  pe  dede  to  liue  a-rere 
Jjat  to  defe  with  J>is  venym  :  a-poysoned  noa  ri3ht  were."  232 

*'  )?ou  seist  nou])e  ful  wel/'  quath  seint  lohan  :  *'  ake  ]}at  ^ou  pe  sojie 
i-seo,  1  MS.  him 

I-nelle  nou3t  mi-sulf  ney  hem^  come  :  ake  ope  pe  it  schal  al  beo.  234 
Nim  mine  cuyrtel  here  to  pe  :  and  Iei3e  ope  hem  a-non  ,^         >  Hs.anom 
And  in  pQ  name  of  lesu  crtst :  hot  heom  a-rise  a[nd]^  gon."       ^  hs.  a 
IT  pQ  bischop  nam  seint  lohanes  Cuyrtel  :  bi-fore  ri3ht  pe  lustise, 
And  leide  ope  pe  dede  and  het  heom  po  :  in  ore  louerdes  name  a-rise. 
A-non  so  he  hadde  pis  word  i-seid  :  yia  men  a-risen  a-non 
And  3eoden  forth  hole  and  sounde  :  and  ])onkeden  seint  lohan.     240 
H  J)e  bischop,  fo  he  ])is  i-sei3h  :  and  pe  Iiistise  al-so, 
Criden  merci  lesu  cnst  :  of  ])at  huy  hadden  misdo, 
And  torneden  p&re  to  cnstinedom  :  and  opnt  folk  also  i-nou3h, 
For  pe  faire  miracle  ])at  huy  seyen  :  and  elles  it  were  wou3h. —    244 
U  j>e  Miracle  ])at  seint  lohan  dude  :  no  toungue  telle  ne  may3 ; 
])are-fore  folk  him  siwede  faste  :  ])at  is  miracle  i-say3. 
Tweye  loliue  louerdingues  and  wilde  :  )>at  3oungue  and  loliue^  were, 
Siweden  him  and  duden  al-so  :  ase  he  gan  heom  lere :    iai.itroogt  248 
H  Furst  huy  solden  al  heore  god  :  )>at  heom  ne  bi-lefde  nou3th, 
And  tumden  hem  al  to  lesu  crist :  heore  heorte  and  al  heore  ])0U3ht, 
And  siweden^  sein  lohan  swipe  faste  :  ^at  ])are-to  heom  hadde 

i-brOU3ht ;  ^  XS.  tiwenden 

And  he  heom  prechede  of  lesu  crtst :  pat  deore  heom  hadde  i-bou3ht. 
H  ])is  twei3e  3ongue  men  ase  huy  3eoden  :  swy))e  riche  men  and  hei3e 
with  grete  nobleye  and  pruyde  i-nou3  :  bi  pe  weye  huy  sei3e ;  254 
povL^t&D.  huy,  **  swuch  nobleye  :  we  weren  i-woned  to  lode       [feL  i7i  b.] 


410      ST.    JOHN    TUBNS    BOWS    AND    ARROWS    INTO    PURB    GOLD,    AND 
STONES   INTO   OBMS.      HB   RAISBS  A   DBAD   MAN  TO   LIFE. 

In  lolifte  and  in  pruyte  i-nou3 :  and  non]>e  we  beoth  in  wrech-hede, 
In  Miseyse  and  in  pouerte  :  and  riche  weren  bi-fore  I  ^  xs.  bieon 

V8  finkez,  sorie  mouwe  we  beon^  :  fat  we  euere  weren  ibore."       258 
Seint  lohan  waste  al  heore  heorte  :  pei  he  ne  heorde  ]>arc*of  nought : 
"  Je  foles/'  he  seide,  **  ^wat  is  eou  nou})e  1  :  3wi  chaunge  je  eouwer 

])0U3ht  1  260 

Bowes  and  ^eordene  fcchchiez  me  :  and  stones  also  ! '' 
p\a  3ongae  Men  weren  ])are-a-boute  a-non  :  ]>at  pe  dede  were  i-do. 
IT  Seint  lohan  tomede  pis  jeordene  sone  :  in-to  puyr  gold  and  cler, 
And  pe  stones  to  gimmes  preciouse  :  ])oru3h  ore  louerdes  pouwer, 
And  ))is  twei  wilde  Bachilers  :  he  3af  it  euer-eoh  del ;  265 

"  Here-with,"  he  seide,  **  30  moawen  :  habbe  wel  manie  guode  Mel, 
And  also  muche  lond  eou  bugge  a-jein  :  and  more  J^ane  je  solden 

bi-fore ; 
For  3e  habbuth,  bote  30  betere  do  :  |>e  loye  of  heouene  fur-lore." 
IT  Jjis  3ongue  Men  nomen  J)is  tresour  :  and  wel  glade  parol  were, 
And  to  manie  goldsmi))es  :  wel  wide-a-bouten  it  here,  270 

pis  goldsmijyes  sworen  euer-ech-on  :  pat  p'lB  gold  i-sei3en, 
])at  so  clene  gold  ne  so  puyr  :  buy  ne  sei3en  neuere  with  ei3en.      272 
IT  Hou  mi3te  fairore  miracle  beo  :  ofur  fairore  poer,      »a/.J>en    •oiLtonM 
Jjat^  bowes  and  3eordene  tornede*  J>are  :  in  so  puyr  gold  and  cler 


IT  Al-so^  seint  lohan  pe  Ewangelist :  ferrore  wende  fere,     v'^;,^tf,e  maS"' 

And  pe  twey  men  forth  with  him  :  fat  so  riche  of  guide  wure,^     276 

A  ded  man  toward  burijngue  :  Men  brou3]iten  ope  one  here. 

))e  Moder  criedo  opon  sein  lohan  :  fat  he  him  scholde  arere, 

"  Louerd,"  heo  seide,  "  ich  bidde  f e  :  fat  f ou  habbe  reuf e  of  me 

And  of  mi  sone  fat  is  ded  :  ibrou3t  here  a-3ein  f e ;  28Q 

haue  reufe  of  him,  ich  bidde  fe  :  for  lesues  woundes  fine, 

Ase  f  ou  haddest  of  Drusiane  :  f  0  f  ou  a-rerdest  hire  to  liue  !  *' 

U  })o  gan  seint  lohan  to  weope  sore  :  and  bad  a-stunte  f  e  here. 

And  bad  ore  louerd  for  is  grace  :  fat  dede  bodi  a-rere.  281 

))is  3ongue  man  a-non  with  fis  word  :  to  line  a-ros  fere. 

))o  was  loye  and  blisse  i-nou3h  :  a-mong  alle  fat  fare  were ! 

IT  "  Ich  bote  f e  nouf e,"  quath  seint  lohan  :  "  fat  ded  hast  i-beo  3arc, 

J3at  fou  telle  fis  men  sum-f ing  :  of  fat  fou  sei3e  elles-3ware,  288 

And  nameliche  here  to  l>is  twei  men  :  fat  nouf e  beoth  for-lore, 


AT  8T.  John's  biddinq  the  rsstorxd  man  rvproachss  two    411 

DESERTING  CHRISTIANS;    AND  THET  REPENT. 

]>at  beoth  itornede  to  ])e  deuele  a-jein  :  to  3wain  hay  seruedcn 

Li-fore." 
H  })\%  ^ongue  Man  ])at  was  to  Hue  arierd  :  bi-heold  ]>eoe  o))are  twei^e; 
"  Alias,"  he  seide,  **  fe  wrechhede  :  pBi  ich  i-seo^  bi  eou  beije  I     292 
])ulke  time  peX  30  for-soken  :  pis  holie  Mannes  lore,  ^  •i-  imi 

Aungles  ]>at  eou  wusten  er  :  weopen  for  eou  ful  sore, 
And  3uyt  buy  doth  ase  ich  nou  ri3ht  i-8ei3h  :  and  ft  denelene  in 

heore  ende 
U  Mauden  for  eou  loye  i-nou3h  :  to  3wain  30  gonne  wiende.  296 

Alias,  wrechches,  \>e  muchele  pine  :  pa,t  to  eou  is  al'3are, 
)?at  in  belle  ich  sai3h  to  eouwer  bi-hoff]>e  :  to  3wan  3e  scbullen  fare  1 " 
i>o  ))is  twei  Men  i-heorden  pis  :  buy  bi-gonne  to  crie  a-non, 
Deol  and  seomwe  buy  mauden  i-nou3b  :  and  gradden  opon  scint 

lohan.  300 

''Alias,  30  foles^,"  quatb  seint  loban  :  '^30  nnteth  3 ware  30  woUez 

beo.  1  je  f.  overlined.  [fbL  171] 

3if  god  wolle  habbe  merci  of  eou  :  3e  mouwen  sone  i-seo. 
To  ech  sunful  man  be  is  redi  :  ^at  to  him  wole  i-wiende ; 
])are-fore  criez  3eome  on  him  :  for-to  he  eou  milce  siende  :  304 

And  ]>e  Bope  3e  mouwen  sone  under-3ite  :  3wane  he  hath  eou  milce 

i-sent, 
3wane  \)ia  gold  and  ])eos  3immes  :  to  heore  kuynde  beoth  a-3en  i- 

went." 
H  Huy  crieden  3eome  on  ore  louerd  ^o  :  and  in  penannce  buy  were, 
In  fastingue  and  in  oresones  :  )»ritti  dawes  ^ere.  308 

Jjo  tnr[n]de  J>at  gold  bi-fore  heore  ei3ene  :  into  bowes  of  treo, 
And  ])e  3ymmes  into  harde  stones  :  ase  huy  hadden  er  i-beo. 
IT  po  fis  3ongue  men  fis  i-8ei3en  :  glade  huy  weren  i.nou3h  I 
J)udere  a-3ein  ase  huy  fetten  beom  er  :  huy  beren  euer-ech  bou3h,  312 
And  foi^soken  al  J>e  worldes  pruyte  :  and  duden  ase  fe  wise, 
And  endeden  heore  lif  at])e  laste  :  in  ore  louerdes  seruise. — 
H  In  a  time  ase  ])is  holie  man  :  wende  in  ])e  contreye,  Podiix. 

A  3ong  partrich  he  bar  on  his  bond  :  and  ])are-with  he  gan  pleye.  316 
A  wylde  louerdyng  fare  cam  gon  :  a-3ein  him  bi  J)e  weye, 
^I-wepned  swij>e  baldeliche  :  he  nadde  of  no  man  Ey3e. 
A-bysemare  he  bi-heold  seint  lohan  :  ]k)  he  him  sai3b  bere  on  honde 


412      ST.   JOHN    JUSTIFIES    HIS    PLATING  WITH    A    PABTRIDQB,   AS    THB 
HIND,   UKE   A   BOW,   MUST  NEEDS   UNBEND. 

)?is  ^ngue  foul  and  ]}are-with  pleye —  :  ]>are-to  be  hadde  onde.     320 
"  Loke,"  he  seide,  "  Jis  olde  conloun  :  in  his  olde  Hue, 
]?at  men  holdez  swuch  prc^pheto  :  alle  opxii  men  to  schriue  I  322 

wel  bi-trufleth  be  ]}at  folk.  :  here  men  mi^hten  i-seo 
bou  be  plei}ez  with  pis  ^ongue  brid  :  he  ne  mi3bte  nou^t  wys  beo." 
IT  "  Leone  brofur,"  quatb  seint  lohan  :  "  ich  bidde  tel  fou  me 
3wat  is  p&t  ])ou  berest  on  bonde  :  and  jware-ofie  it  seruez  ])e." 
"  Ane  bouwe  ich  bere,"  quatb  fis  ofur  :  "  and  Arewen  also  Jer-to, 
To  scbeoten  wilde  bestes  with  :  and  wilde  foules  also."  328 

H  "  Biend  fine  bouwe,"  quatb  seint  loan  :  "  to  loke  ^wat  be  can  do  1 " 
J^is  3ongue  Man  nam  and  bende  is  bouwe  :  and  bar  it  longue  sa 
Jpare-aftur  sone  be  nam  is  bouwe  :  and  unbende  it  ase  be  cou])e. 
^^^vry  dost  )>ou  sol"  quatb  sein  loban  :  "^wat  schal  be  ynbend 

nouJ>e  1 "  332 

"  For  he  wole,"  quatb  J>is  ofur  :  "  fe  smartore  dryue  eft-sone 
And  ]}e  betere  dunt  jyue  to  euerech  )}ing  :  psit  ich  habbe  with  to 

done ;  >  oz.  woidd 

IF  For,  3if  ich  hire  here  longue  i-bend  :  J>e  feblore  beo  wolle^  beo 
And  euerech  drau3bt  fe  worse  driue —  :  Jat  may  ech  man^  i-wite  and 

SeO."  1  us.  man  may       336 

"  Leoue  brofuf,"  quath  seint  lohan  :  **  al-so  it  farez,  i-wis, 

Bi  mannes  heorte  here  on  eor)?e  :  fat  feble  and  leofi  is.  338 

Jif  he  is  toward  lesu^  crist  :  i-bend  faste  euere-mo,  ^  Ms.  Iuru 

Febli  he  schal  and  beo  a-sad^  :  and  is  strencfe  also^  a-go ;        J  2/' ai**^ 

And  3if  he  is  ofur-jwUe  onbend  :  and  itemed  to  solaz, 

he  wole  bieon  eft-sone,  3waue  he  is  i-bend  :  stifore  fane  he  er  was, 

And  in  godes  seruise  fe  bet  driue  &  duyre  :  and  fare-to  beon  stif  and 

strong. 
))are-fore  mot  ech  holi  man  :  solaci  him  a-mong  3-14 

And  tuyrne  is  herte  to  some  truyfle  :  3wano  he  may  ani  i-se, 
)jat  ho  mouwe  to  godes  seruise  :  fe  stifore  and  f e  strengore  be.^ 
)je  Ern  is  foul  of  alle  foules  :  fat  hey3est  may  fleo,^  i  This  ▼.  on  the  margiiu 
And  3uyt  he  mot  uede,  to  resten  him  :  a-3ein  to  grounde  teo  ;  Pfoi.  i72b.] 
hou  mi3hte  he  euere  fleon  on  heijh  :  bote  he  reste  him  atf e  grounde  1 
Nammore  ne  may  mannes  bodi  :  bote  he  reste  him  sum  stounde.  350 
j5are-fore,  bel  amy,  fou  mijht  :  herebi  fat  sofe^  j^g^  »Ms.|>ei.4«J»erebib»t 


ST.    JOHN    BIDS    A    BISHOP    TAKE    CHARGE    OF    A    YOUNQ    HAN.       413 
THE  BISHOP,  AFTER  A  TIME,  LETS  THE  YOUNQ  HAN   SIN. 

Jjat  for  solaz  man  may  fe  betero  :  in  godes  seruise  be." —  352 

IT  Seint  lohan  wende  a-boate  wide  :  and  churche  he  liet  Sriere, 

And  maude  preostes  and  bischopes  :  jf&t  folk  for-to  lere. 

Ake  Aristod[i]mus  pe  bischop  :  pai  he  tomede  er  to  cnstindom, 

In  ))e  Cite  of  Ephese  :  8wi))e  holi  man  bi-cam,  356 

And  ane  churche  of  seint  lohan  :  in  Ephese  he  arerde  bliae— 

And  seint  lohan  8eth])e  in  ))nlke  churche  :  wende  out  of  ])is  line. — 

U  A  day  ase  )>is  holie  man  :  his  eeruise  hadde  i-do, 

A  3oung  man  he  say  ))are-bi-side  :  stalewor])e  and  fair  al-so ;  360 

Ake  a  li3ht  rod  he  was,  and  of  pxume  wit.  :  seint  lohan  bi-heold  him 

faste, 
And  opon  a  bischop  ])are-bi-side  :  his  eijene  a-non  he  caste : 
"  Ich  bi-take  fe,"  he  seide,  "  in  warde  to  wite  :  J>is  man  here  lo, 
\)SLt  povL  him  loke  and  norichi  wel  :  ]>at  he  iioujt  ne  mis-do ;  364 

So  ))at  ))ou  me  ansuerie  of  is  warde  :  ^wane  pou  me  comest  eft  to ; 
witnesse  ich  take  on  ihe^u  cmt :  and  on  holie  churche  al-so."       366 
IT  "  Sire,  wel  fawe,"  pQ  bischop  seide  :  pia  ^ongueman  he  tok  wel 

softe. 
Seint  lohan  him  chargede  of  is  warde  :  and  muneguede  him  wel  ofte 
pai  he  him  wuste  swipe  wel :  ase  he  answerie  wolde ; 
And  bi-tei^hte  heom  bo]>e  Ihe^u  crist  :  and  wende  jwodere  he 

scholde. 
pia  bischop  nam  ^is  loliue  man  :  and  ladde  hom  to  is  inne, 
And  norichcede  him  softe  and  wel :  seint  lones  loue  to  winne,      372 
And  prechede  him  jeome  of  Ihe^u  cr/st :  to  bi-nimen  him  his  folic  ; 
So  pot  pis  ^onngue  man  to  guode  tumde  :  and  merci  gan  to  crie, 
And  faire  bar  him  and  louede  wel  :  god  and  seinte  marie,         ^  a/,  hard 
And  dude  al  ])at  pe  bischop  wolde  :  and  guod^  lif  gan  drije.         376 
IF  At))e  lasts  ))is  bischop  :  sumdel  is  heorte  gan  wiende — 
Ase  ofte  verlich  bi-guynninge  :  flechchez  at])en  ende ; 
he  soffrede  ))is  jonge  man  to  pleye  :  ant  to  muche  habbe  is  wills. 
And  luyte  and  luyte  don  folic  :  and  liet  him  al  a-spille.  380 

Formest  he  gan  haunti  wakes  :  and  for  compaygnie 
he  wax  a  syutor  of  tauemes  :  and  siwede  to  glotonie ; 
po  ne  mi3hte  he  nou3ht  beon  with-oute  :  and  tumde  to  lechcrie 
And  bi-cam  an  holer  strong  :  and  tomede  al-to  folic.  384 


414      8T.  JOHN  A8KS  AFTIR  THX  TOUVO  KAK,  AND  FINDING  THAT   BK 
HAS  TURNED  0X7TLAW,  RIDU   OUT  TO   FIND  HIM. 

H  So  longae,  to  holden  up  his  folie  :  amale  ))ingue8  he  nam, 
Af tur  fe  smale  he  tok  )»e  grete  :  and  strong  pei  he  bi-cam ; 
So  ])at  he  hadde  gret  de-deyn  :  smale  Jxsf  ))es  to  do, 
For  bote  it  were  ])e  grettore  )»ing  :  he  ne  tomede  nought  ^r^to.     388 
Aipe  lasto  to  )>e^  compaygnie  of  Ontlawes  :  sone  he  gan  gon  ;      >  a/,  a 
Ynder  non  o])ur  he  nolde  beon  :  ake  hext  maister  a-non ;  390 

0])ure  f&t  erore  maistres  weren  :  bi-comen  is  men  ech-on. 
he  robbede  ouer-al  to  grounde  :  and  slow3h^  al^so  mani  on,        [foi.  ni] 
More  soruwe  ne  mijhte  beo  :  ])ane  he  dude  in  eche  ende.     ^  orig.  tioweR 
For  of[te]^  vuel  chastingue  :  to  folie  wolie^  wiende.      >ms.oC    >a/.«foi« 
IF  So  pai  seint  lohan  in  a  time  :  to  ])at  Bischop  cam,  395 

Afiur  jwam  he  bi*tok  him  er  in  warde  :  guode  jeme  a^boute  he  nam. 
**  Sire  bischop,"  he  seide,  **  ^eld  me  np  :  ])at  guode  tresor,  ich  rede, 
)}at  in  warde  ich  pe  bi-tok  :  and  a-countes  of  is  dede  1  ** 
U  )}o  was  pe  biBchop  sore  a-drad  :  ^  sire,  merci,"  he  seide, 
**  I-ne  may  him  ]>e  ^elde  nought :  for  he  is  ded,  ich  dred[e].''         400 
"  Alas,"  quaih  sein  lohan,  '*  3we)mr  he  beo  1  :  in  ^wat  manere  is  ^is  1 " 
"  Certes,  sire,"  J>e  bischop  seide,  "  a-^ein  god  ded  he  is, 
his  soule  is  ded,  ])ei  is  bodi  :  ^yt  arliue  beo ; 

For  he  is  outlawe  strong  bicome  :  aae  al  ])e  contreye  may  seo.        404 
Opou  an  hei^h  hul  he  wonez  :  with  outlawes  mani  on, 
And  lat  a-quellc  and  robi  also  :  alle  J>at  he  may  of -gon." 
U  po  bi-gan  ])i3  holi  man  :  to  sike  and  weope  sore, 
For  deol  is  clofus  he  to-drou3  :  "  louerd,"  he  seide,  "  J>in  ore,        408 
Ane  feble  tresorer  ich  me  ches  :  and  ])oru3h  is  feble  lore 
^li  deorewuyrfe  tresur  ich  habbe  [i-lore]!:  ine  truste  to  him  non- 
more. 
Alas,  sire  bischop,  pi  feble  warde !  :  ine  ))onki  |>e  nou3ht  fare-fore. 
3 wane  it  non  oj^ur  nis,  ich  mot  seche  :  ]>at  pou  me  hast  i-lore.        412 
IF  Lat  grey))i  me  an  hors  a-non  :  and  ane  man  in  ane  stounde, 
J3at  he^  mo  mouwe  J>ane  wey  teche  :  forto  ich  him  habbe  i-founde." 
\)iB  holie  man,  ))at  feble  was  :  and  ouer-come  nei3h  with  elde,    >  ai.  om. 
Opon  a  strong  hors  he  Arnde  forth  :  ouer  mor  and  ouer  felde.        416 
So  fat,  fare  f e  outlawes  weren  :  he  cam  atfe  laste ; 
And  some  of  pe  schrewes  weren  al-^are  :  and  nomen  him  wel  faste, 
To  robbi  him  and  to  sle  :  and  heten  him  holde  him  stille. 


ST.   JOHN    PURSUES    THE    OUTLAW,   AND    BRINGS    HIM    BACK      415 
TO  YIRTUB.      0HRI8T  SUMMONS   8T.    JOHN   TO  HEATKN. 

''  Qy,  beau  freres/'  quath  seint  loan  :  ^*  ich  mot  nede  don  ouwer 
wille ;  420 

U  Ake  ich  bidde  eou  for  eouwer  cortesie :  eouwer  majster  latez  [me]  soo, 
And  latez  him-snlf  with  me  do  :  jwat  is  wille  beo." 
Wei  i- Armed  pe  maister  cam  :  prikie  and  lide  faste ; 
And  a-no[n]  so  he  on  pia  liolie  man  :  his  ei3ene  a-feor  casta,  424 

And  wnste  wel  ]>at  he  it  was  :  him  gan  to  schamie,  so  soro 
])at  he  bi-gan  to  fleo  a-non  :  and  ne  kepte  i-seo  him  non-moia 
IT  A-non  so  sein  loan  ^is  i-sei3h  :  he  Amde  aftnr  arnon 
And  siwede  him  al-so  stifliche^ :  aso  his  hois  mijhte  gon ;  *  JfiiSlSSS*^ 
he  Amde  ase  pei  he  a  jnng  man  wers.  :  '^  mi  sone,"  he  seide,  ^*  pi  ore, 
5wy  fleust)>ou  me  ?  nam  ich  pi  fader  1  :  ne  dred  pe  nou3t  so  sore !  430 
Spek  here  with  ^i  feble  fader  :  vn-Armed  and  in  elde  1 
Abid  me  noa]>e,  and  ichuUe  for  pe  :  ore  louerd  resun  jelde.  432 

Ich  am  ^are  ])ene  deth  a-fongue  :  for  ])ine  strongue  pine.^ 
Spek  with  me,  bote  po\i  more  wolle  :  ich  bote  Srgodes  name ! " 
]pe  opvLT  arstunte  and  vnne])e^  a-bod  :  he  ne  mijhte  no[n]  o])ar'  for 

Schame  j  ^  a  t.  om. :  Ab  our  loiMrd  dnd«  for  us :  A  mi  mniIa  3IM  for  )>ine. 

H  He  a-li3hte  and  vn-armede  him  :  and  weopinde  ful  sore    J  Jj  JJjJ;.!^ 
he  ful  to  seint  lones  fet :  and  cride  him  milce  and  ore,  ^  °^^^ 

And  bi-h*et  him  stifliche  a-godes  name  :  ))at  he  nold  [misdo]  namore,^ 
Ake  louien  god  and  holi  churche  :  and  libbe  al  bi  is  lore.  [}  foi.  m  b.] 
So  pai  he  was  euereft  more  :  guod  man  and  stable  i-nou3,  440 

And  bi  seint  lones  rede  ladde  is  lif :  and  to  alle  guodnesse  he 

drou3. — 
H  Seint  [lohan]  leouede  here  so  longue  :  and  so  mani  his  dawes  were, 
pai  he  ne  ini3hte  nought  ouer  pe  eatpe  go  :  bote  ase  is  desciples  him 

bere ;  >  ai.  nu 

buy  beren  him,  for  feblesse  and  for  elde  :  to  chnrehe  with^  alle  teone, 
And  euere-more  he  prechede  hern  :  ]>at  loue  heom  were  bi-tweone. 
po  he  was  of  an  hondred  jer  :  bote  o  3er  wane  vnne])e,  446 

And  seuene  and  sixti  )er  it  was  :  af  tor  ore  louerdes  de]>e, 
H  Ore  louerd  with  is  desciples  cam  to  him  :  fram  heouene  up  an 

hei3h,  448 

"  Cum  forth/'  he  seide,  <'  mi  frend,  to  me  :  ])i  time  is  comen  nei3h ; 
hit  is  neijh  time  ])at  ^ou  oome  :  to  mine  liche  feste 


416      8T.   JOHN  ORDERS  A  FOUR-OORNBRED    PIT   TO  BB  DUO  OLOSB   TO 
THB  ALTAR  IN   Hia  CHURCH;    AND   IK   IT  HB  DIES.. 

with  ])in6  bre))ren  in  mine  riche  :  for  it^  sclial  euere  i-lesie. 

For  ))ou  schalt  nou])e  a-sonenday  :  p&t  pene  fifte  day  heonne  is,     452 

pe  day  of  mine  oprisingue  :  to  me  comen,  i-wis."  ^  ai.  )>at  (for  om.) 

H  piB  holie  man  hiet  his  desciples  :  ])at  buy  him  to  churche  here — 

])at  of  him  and  in  his  name  :  Aristod[i]mns^  liet  Srrcre.    >  xs.  Arittodinot 

)}at  folk  cam  sone  ))icke  )>udere  :  with  deol  and  sor  i-non^h,  456 

For  hit  was  couth  swi))e  sone  :  ])at  he  toward  is  ende  droujh. 

H  ])ene  sonen-ny3ht  wel  tyme  :  his  seruise  he  gan  to  do. 

And  seth]}e  he  gan  ))at  folk  to  wisse  :  and  to  prechi  al-so ; 

AtJ>e  f  urate  cocke  ])at  creu^  :  he  gan  to  prechie  faste,  460 

And  for-to  hei3li  vndeme  of  pe  daye  :  his  prechingue  i-laste. 

\)o  hiet  he  is  desciples  )>at  huy  ane  put  :  four-huyrned  him  made, 

Fiisto  bi-side  fe  heije  weuede  :  with  schouelene  and  with  spade, 

And  pat  huy  casten  out  at  pe  churche-dore  :  ]>e  eor]>c,  jeome  he  bad. 

With  weop  and  with  soruwe  i-nou^h  :  J>e  put  was  fare  i-mad. 

U  po  )}e  put  was  al-jare  i-maud  :  In  alle  heore  eyjene  si3hte  466 

)?is  holie  man  wcl  softeliche  :  Jiudere  in  gan  a-li^hte ; 

his  hondene  he  huld  up  on  hei3h  :  "  swete  louerd,"  he  seide,        468 

'*  Ich  am  cominde  to  ]>ine  feste  :  ase  pon,  me  erore  bede. 

IT  Louerd,  muche  ich  ))onki  ])e  :  ]>at  it  ])i  wille  is 

To  fine  gistningue  cleopie  [me]  :  for  muche  ich  it  wilni,  i-wis. 

Jjine  sones  ich  bi-take  [fe]  to  loke  :  3wane  i-ne  may  no  lengore  heom 

wite,  472 

Jjat  holio  churche,  fine  clene  spouse  :  f oru3  me  f e  hath  bi-3ite. 
Vniler-fong  me  with  mine  bref ren  :  fat  f ou  brou3litest  with  f e 
))o  fou  nie  bede  to  fine  holie  feste  :  and  come  aftur  me.'' 
IT  po  cam  fare  a-boute  f is  holie  man  :  so  muche  li^ht  a-li3the,       476 
])at  no  man  ne  mi3hte  for  cler  leome  :  habbe  of  him  no  si3hte. 
pis  holie  man  him  blessede  :  and  wel  softe  a-doun  he  lay ; 
"  Mine  bref  ren,"  he  seide,  **  i-blesscde  30  beon  :  and  habbez  nouf  e 

guod  day  !  ** 
IF  Jjis  guode  man  wende  out  of  f  is  world  :  al-clene  with-oute  ech  pine, 
Ase  he  was  clene  in  mayden-hod —  :  he  cam  to  a  swete  fine. 
psii  clere  ]i3ht  fat  a-boute  him  was  :  lasts  almest  ane  tyde ;  482 

Jjat  folk  ne  sei3en  nou3t  of  him —  :  faste  huy  weopen  and  cride.  [foi.  174] 
|)o  f  is  li3th  a-passed  was  :  huy  [lokede]  in  f  e  put  to  grounde  :       484 


ST.  John's  body  turns  into  manna,    as  a  poor  man,  hb  obts   417 

A   RING   FROM  ST.   EDWARD,  AND   SENDS   IT  BACK  TO   HIM. 

]?are-inne  of  pia  holie  Man  :  no-))ing  buy  ne  seijen  ue  founde ; 

Jjare  nas  inne  nou3ht  bote  sniale  greynes  :  fat  beo  iiii3bten  vnder-^ite — 

Jjat  is  boli  ))ing  and  is  i-cleoped  :  Manna  in  boli  write,      '  ai,  wuie,  wiait 

J)at  ore  louerd  wole^  in  fourme  of  reyn  :  fram  beouene  to  vr))e  sende 

J5e  cbildren  of  Israbel  to  beore  mete  :  fo  buy  of  ^  Egypte  wenden. 

IT  Jjis  Manna,  fat  bolie  greyn  :  ^uyt  to  fis  day  dez  springue       >  ms.  to 

Op  of  fat  put,  fat  manie  men  :  bringuez  to  botningue. 

Non  of  ur  f ing  of  seint  loban  :  men  ne  mi3bten  on  eorfe  finde ;    492 

Al-clene,  icb  wene,  in  beouene  bo  is  :  fare  nis  no  Icomo  bi-binde. 

Of  euerecb  baluwe  men  founden  for-sof e  :  fat  bodi  bi-leue  bere, 

Bote  of  ore  lauedy  and  of  bim  :  fat  maydenes  weren  so  clere. 

Fayr  a  fing  is  Maideu-bod  :  ase  it  is  on  beom  i-sene  1  496 

In  f is  Mancre  seint  loban  wende  :  of  f is  eortbf elicb  lif,  icb  wene. — 

IT  Seint  Edward  fat  was  nouf e  late  :  In  enguelonde  ore  king, 

])is  bolie  seint  loban  f e  Ewangelist  :  be  louede  f oru3b  alle  fing ; 

Men  ne  scbolde  bim  no-f  ing  bidde  :  for  f e  lone  of  seint  loban      500 

]?at  be  mi3bte  do  witb-oute  blame  :  fat  be  ne  graiintede  a-non. 

A  day  fare  cam  a  pouere  man  :  witb  fill  dreori  mod 

And  bad  bim  for  seint  lobanes  loue  :  fat  be  3eue  bim  sum  gaod. 

U  Seint  Edward  bim  bi-fou3bte  :  f  o,  be  ne  badde  fare  no-f  ing     504 

For-to  3yue  f  is  pouere  Man  :  bote  ane  guyldene  ring. 

pane  ryng  be  louede  wel  i-nou3  :  and  for  fe  loue  of  seint  loban 

3uy[t]  be  bine  3af  f e  pouere  manne.  :  and  be  wende  bim  fortb  a-non. 

IT  ];are-aftar  sethf  3  seint  loban  cam  :  to  a  kny3bt  of  Enguelonde,  508 

Ase  be  was  bi-jeonde  se  :  Auntres  foi>to  fonde ; 

**  Wiend,"  be  seide,  "  3wane  f ou  bom  comest :  to  Edward,  eower  king. 

And  sei3e  fat  be  for  3wa3  lone  :  be  3af  feosne  ryng 

Sonde  bim  bere  bis  ryng  a-3eyn  :  and  fonki  bim  also."  512 

po  f  is  kny3lit  cam  to  enguelonde  :  bis  erinde  be  gan  do. 

IT  Seint  Edward  i-kneu3b  wel  fane  ring  :  and  f are-bi  onder-stod  anon 

])at  f e  pouere  man  fat  be  bim  3af  :  was  f e  gnode  seint  loban.* 

Koufe  seint  loban  fe  Ewangelist  :  3yf  it  fi  wille  is,  516 

Beode  ore  Erinde,  fat  we  mo  ten  :  come  to  beouene  blis.     Aj^IEN. 

*  Harl.  adds :  palke  ring  !•  ant  at  we«tinTnstr« :  for  relik  ido. 
As  m«  achavrep  p«legriint :  pat  o(le  ooroe|>  ^«rtOb 

LEGENDS   OP  SAINTS.  S  E 
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61    [AUe  halewene  day] 

A  lie  halewene-day  we  holdez  :  one  time  in  fe  3ere ; 
For  nianie  enchesones  holie  churche  :  ^are-to  us  gan  lere. 
On  is,  for  \)e  grete  nounibre  :  ])at  of  alio  halewe  id, 
])at  euerech  ne  mai  nou^t  at  is  feste  :  ane  day  habbe,  i-wis.  4 

An  o])ur  is,  ))at  we  beoth  feble  :  ))at  we  ne  niouwen  nou3ht  alle 
))e  festene  bi  heom-sulf  holde  :  ase  buy  in  ])e  ^ere  doth  falle. 
i)e  )?ridde  anche:<»n^  is,  for  pQ  jer  is  schort :  ase  ech  ne  may  nou3th 

allone  *  at-  om. 

J)e  ^  f esto  liabbc  in  pe  ^cre  :  fare  buy  babbez  i-mone.  >  ai.  Ane      8 

Jje  feorfe  enchesun  is,  i-wis  :  for  guod  r.jht  it  is  with-alle 
pai  we  of  heom  maken  feste  :  3 wane  pe  time  doth  falle,         V  foi.nib.] 
For  gret  feste  buy  makiez  in  lieouene  :  and  in  grete  loye  beoth ^ 
3 wan  buy  any  a-mendement  :  of  us  on  vr)?e  i-seolh ;  12 

For  pe  guod-spel  seith  of  swich  gret  loye  :  pat  a-mong  heom   in 

heouene  is 
3  wane  ani  of  us  a-mendi  wole  :  of  fat  we  doth  a-mis.^     »  ▼▼.  is-i4arom. 
U  pe  fifte  enchesun  is,  for  fare  was  :  a  forbuysne  far-of  bi-gonne 
Longue  are  fe  strencfe  of  cr/stinedom  :  on  vrfe  were  i-wonne :        16 
For  fe  liey3e  maystrcs  of  saresins  :  fat  on  vrfe  weren  fo  her^ 
Mailen  ech  maumat  bi  heom-sulf  :  at  rome  on  Auter:  »  Ms.here 

Ac  uatliciles  of  eche  ne  mi3hte  he  nou3t  :  for  here  godes  so  falo  were, 
And  buy  nolden  nou3th  fat  aiii  god  were  :  with-oute  honour  fere  :  20 
Jjare-foro  liuy  maden  on  Auter  :  conimuyn  to  ech-one, 
For- to  honouri  alle  heorc  godes  fare  :  ase  it  were  al  i-mone. 
And  sethfe  fo  cr/stiuedom  cam  :  and  swyf e  wide  spradde, 
At  rome  and  eke  elles-3\vare  :  clanliche  fe  maystrie  hadde,  24 

H  Bonefas,  f e  guode  pope  :  to  fe  false  Auteres  cam 
And  of  f  e  Autere  of  alle  godes  :  grete  3cme  he  nam  :  ^ 

In  forebuysne  f  ar-of  :  ane  churche  he  liet  a-rere 
Of  ore  lauedi  and  of  alle  haluwene  :  in  f ulke  place  fere —  28 

Ake  six  hundret  3er  and  fiue  :  ore  louerd  [fer-Jbi-fore 
of  marie,  is  suete  moder  :  on  vrfe  was  i-bore. 

H  J)e  cliurche  fat  of  ore  lauedi  was  :  and  of  alle  halewene  f 0  bi-foundc, 
Stant  360 1  at  rome,  and  is  i-cleped  :  "  Marie  la  rounde."  32 


ALL    saints'    DAT    IS    ALTERED,  fiY    POPE    GREGORY,  TO    NOV.    1.      419 
THE   WARDEN   OF  ST.   PETER  HAS  A  VISION   OF  CHRIST   IN   HEAVEN. 

pe  pope  al-so  Bouefaz  :  ane  day  in  pe  3ere 
In  pa  houoar  of  alle  halewene  :  he  liet  halewi  )>ere, 
And  hiet  al-so  ))oru3h  al  cr^tinedom  :  halewi  ^ilke  day ; 
Ake  )>ulke  tyme  he  was  i-holde  :  pe  endlefte  dai  of  may.  36 

Ake  pe  pope  Gregori  :  }>at  ])are-aftur  longue  cam, 
I-say3  p3it  pe  day  to  halewi  was  :  ope  al  cmtindom 
And  ))at  rijht  was  ))at  ech  man  :  pe  hexte  and  leste. 
In  pQ  honour  of  alle  haluwene  :  made  p&ae  day  feste ;  40 

And  in^  a  skara  tyme  of  pe  jere  :  ase  we  wyten,  it  was  in  May    » ai.  om. 
So  gret  feste  forto  holde  :  ase  ful  to  fad^  day :  >  r.)>at 

Jjare-fore  he  liet  fane  day  tuyrne  :  ase  we  him  holdcz  ^nyte, 
In  pe  fiirste  dai  of  nouembre  :  3wane  ech  guod  nis  nouh3t  so  luyte ; 
H  "  Me  J>inchez,3uyt,"  qiiath  pe  guode  man  :  "  pe  feste  feble  were 
bote  Men  hadden  jware-with  :  pe  wombe  loyo  a-rere." —  46 

U  Jpo  furste  3er  ])are-aftuT-ward  :  ))at  men  |}ane  day  pus  nome, 
Of  a  fair  cas  ich  may  telle  :  ))at  bi-feol  in  pe  chiirche  of  rome. 
j)e  wardein  of  seint  peteres  church  :  )?at  3uyt  in  rome  is, 
J5e  feste  honourede  swyfe  muche  :  of  alle  halewene,  i-wis  :  50 

on  alle  halewene-day  in  churche  :  to  ech  auter  he  gan  gon 
And  honourede  ech  aftur  o))ur  :  he  nc  liet  nou3ht  on. 
To  pe  hei3e  auter  of  seint  petre  :  ate  laste  he  wende. 
And  peLve  he  lay  a-doun  an  slep  :  ase  god  him  grace  sende.  54 

him  povL^te,  {'are  cam  an  Aungel :  and  ladde  him  to  heouene  on  hei3h. 
In  a  chayere  with  gret  loye  :  ore  louerd,  him  {^oujhte,  he  sei3h    [foi.  ns] 
with  grete  hei3hnesde  sitte  :  and  Aungles  him  al-a-boute. 
IF  j)o  cam  p&ve  a  fair  leuedi :  with  Maydenes  a  gret  route — 
J5at  was  ore  lauedi  with  virgin cs —  :  and  ore  louerd  faire  heo  grette ; 
Ore  louerd  a-3ein  hire  a-ros  :  and  bi  him  fayre  hire  sette.  60 

J)o  cam  )>are  a  Man  in  o  sulaueyn  :  ase  hit  of  a  Camayle  were, 
*^nd  olde  hore  Men  aftur  him  :  and  honoureden  god  pete — 
])at  was  seint  lohan  pe  baptist  :  and  pe  proteies  olde 
And  also  pe  patriarkes  :  )>at  of  ore  louerd  3wylene  tolde.  64 

^  po  comen  fare  twelue  in  one  route  :  ase  bischopes  it  weren  ech-one, 
J)e  furste  ase  he  pope  were^  :  bi-fore  he  3eode  al  one — 
])at  was  seint  petre  :  and  his  felawcs  endleuene  ;         >  ms.  buy  popes  weren 
Alle  buy  honourede  ore  louerd  :  fare  he  sat  in  heouene.  68 
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IT  \)o  conien  ))are  ase  hit  knyjhtes  weren  :  redie  for-to  fi3hte, 

Al-blcdie,  for-to  defendi  ore  louerd  :  and  holie  churche  ri3hte— 

J5at  weren  Marty[r]8  J>at  for  god  :  and  holie  churche  al-so 

Jeuen  heore  lif  ase  godes  kny3htes  :  and  to  de])e  weren  ido.  72 

H  po  cam  fare  a  gret  compaygnie  :  preostes  ase  fei  it  were — 

])at  weren  ]}e  confessours  :  ]>at  hadden  holie  churche  talere, 

Ase  bischopes  and  Abbodes  :  and  o))ur  guode  men  al-so. 

Ore  louerd  huy  honoureden  alle  :  ase  heore  ri3hte  was  to  do ;  76 

Of  feste  fat  Men  on  vrfe  maden  :  huy  f onkeden  him  and  bade 

For  alle  fat  a-ri3ht  heore  day  heolden  :  and  feste  of  heom  made. 

U  j5o  gonne^  huy  singue  heore  Matines  :  swy})[e]  murie  with-alle, 

For  alle  fat  honouriez  heore  day  here  :  ase  he°  iu  fe  3ere  doth  fall©. — 

wel  0U3bte  we  fane  day  honouren  :  jwane  huy  fat  ilke  day    »  M8.goaiie 

Swuch  loye  for  us  in  heouene  maden  :  ase  fe  guode  Man  i-say,       82 

Kou  bidde  alle  halewene  :  fat  we  heore  feste  holden  so 

p&t  huy  us  bringuen  to  f e  hey3e  loye  :  fare  huy  buth  inne  inla 

62    [Alle  sonlene  day] 

Alle  soulene-day  on  vrf  e  :  ri3ht  is  to  holde  hei3e : 
For  alle  we  schuUen  habben  neode  f  ar-to  :  for  alle  we  schullen 
dei3e. 
A  fair  8i3ht  fare-of  al-so  :  fe  Aungol  fo  gan  bringue 
Jjone  Manne  of  Rome  ase  he  ladde  him  :  ase  he  lay  in  metingue.      4 
him  fou3t<?,  he  sai3h  manie  men  :  liggen  in  beddes  of  golde, 
And  manic  sitte  at  hey 36  horde  :  and  habbe  al  fat  huy  wolde ; 
And  manie  gon  nakede  :  and  bidde  fat  sum  man  heom  scholde  bi- 

weue, 
And  manie  of-hongrede,  and  beden  also  :  fat  men  sum  guod  heom 

cue.  S 

U  ))o  Aungel  him  seide  3wat  it  was  :  al  fat  he  8ai3h  fere, 
And  fat  it  was  purgatorie  :  and  fe  Men  soulene  were ; 
jjulke  fat  weren  at  so  noble  bord  :  and  in  fe  riche  beddes  also, 
)jat  weren  men  for  3wam  fare  was  :  muche  guod  on  vrfe  ido,  12 

))at  bi-lofden  freond  bi-hynde  heom  :  fat  Massene  leten  singue 
And  duden  guod  for  godes  loue  :  heore  soulene  out  of  pine  to  bringue. 
jjulke  fat  weren  a-cale  and  of-hougred  :  fat  no  guod  ne  mi3hten  finde, 
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J3at  weren  fulke  fat  nadden  on  vrj>e  :  none  freond  hem  bi-hinde     16 
He  for  hem  late^  masses  singue  :  ne  ahnes-dedo  for  hem  do ;  [foi.  mb.j 
]}are-fore  ase  helplese  men  :  in  Misayse  huy  3eoden  so.    >a;.Toieteforhem 
"Loke,"  qiiath  fe  Aungel,  "fat  fu  telle  :  fe  pope  her-of  sone, 
)?at  men  holden  alle  soulene-day  :  for  it  is  wel  to  done ;  20 

And  also  wide  ase  holie  churche  :  fat  he  make  is  heste, 
])ene  a-morewe  aftur  alle  halewene-day  :  to  holde  fulke  feste, 
J5at  ech  Man  with  gucde  wille  :  ase  fer  forth  ase  he  may 
For  alle  f e  soulene  in  piirgdtorie  :  bidde  fat  ilke  day ;  24 

So  fat  f e  pouere  fat  nath  no  freond  :  fat  for  him  bi  name  ou^ht  do, 
Jjo[ru3]i  biddingue  of  ech  cmtine  Man  :  i-holpe  huy  mo  wen  beo  so." 
H  J5e  guode  Man  a-ros  up  a-non  :  f  o  he  i-saij  al  f  is,  >  ms.  bo 

And  f  onkede  god  of  fe  si^hte —  :  and  so  he  wel  au^hte,  i-wis.         28 
pe  pope  he  tolde  fat  f o  was  :  al  fat  lie  sai^h  fere ;  >  ai.  fetten 

So  fat  men  holdeth  fulke  feste^  :  herre  fane  heo  er  were. —  30 

Ore  louerd  bi-fond  f urst  purgatorie  :  Men  f  uder  in  to  wende    ^  ms.  for 
Jjat  hor^  penaunce  here  on  vrfe  :  ne  brou3hten  nou3t2  to  eude,  «Ms.non 
And  fat  Men  for  simple  sunnes  :  of  3 wan  i-schriue  hy  nere^   »  ms.  wert 
In  fulke  torment  huy  bi-lefden  :  for-lo  hy  i-bette  were ; 
And  Men  al-so  fat  weren  i-schriue  :  and  heore  schrift  a-fengue  also 
Of  a  fol  preost,  and  nou3ht  i-nou3  :  to  f e  sunne  fat  was  i-do,  36 

])ulke  sciiullen  so  to  purgatorie  :  for-to  huy  habben  to  ende  i-brou3ht 
penaunce  a-cordinde  to  heore  sunne  :  and  aftur  fe  preostes  nou3lit.^ 
3if  heo  is  more  fane  f e  sunne  :  and  a  man  it  do,  i-wis,       ^  at.  4  w.  more. 
AI  it  schal  in  heouene  tuyme  :  to  echingue  of  his  blis ;  40 

3if  heo  is  euene  to  his  sunne  :  f  e  sunne  heo  wole  a-quenche, 
Ake  nou3lit  3if  heo  to  luytel  is.  :  fare-fore  ech  man  him  bi-fenche 
i        And  to  a  fol  preost  ne  triste  nou3ht :  fat  to  luyte  penaunce  him  set ; 
For  sof e,  here  of  ur  elles-jware  :  ech  sunne  worth  i-bet.  44 

3wat,  hou  is  hit  fanne  of  lanekin  :  and  of  robinet  fe  wilde, 
Of  annot  and  of  Malekin  :  fat  wollez  habbe  f cne  preost  so  milde, 
And  huy  seggez,  **  f  ilke  preost  is  to  hard  :  god  schilde  us  fram  is 

lothf ; 
go  we  to  sire  Gilbert  f  e  preost  :  he  nis  neuere  wrotlif ,  48 

IT  he  wollez  schriue  us  nessche  i-nou3  :  and  ore  sunnes  al  for-3yue." 
bi  god,  ^wane  huy  habbez  al  ido  :  horn  huy  gotlif  vn-schriuo ; 
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For  heore  penaunce  schal  beo  so  luyte  :  fat  sire  Gilbert  and  liuy  also 
Schullen  gon  a-deuelewey  :  bote  god  nime  ^emo  heom  to. —  52 

In  purgatorie  nis  no  conf.a-t  :  bote  of  one  fingue  : 
of  fe  hope  of  loye  aftur-ward  :  fat  ore  louerd  heom  wole  bringue. — 
3wane  Men  in  heore  deth-beddes  beoth  :  and  heore  penaunce  heom  is 

i-set, 
ixnd  buy  ne  mouwen  nou3ht  on  eorfe  beo  :  for-to  heo  beo  ful  bet,  56 
So  repentaunt  buy  mouwen  beo  :  fat  ore  louerd  it  wole  for-^yue 
With-outen  any  purgatorie  :  ^wan  buy  beoth  wel  i  schriua 
Ake  ^if  his  penaunce  him  is  i-3yTie  :  3 wane  he  mot  heonne  wende, 
Of  fat  he  is  i-schriue  :  and  he  ne  may  it  bringue  to  eude,  60 

On  of  1  lis  nexte  freond  mi3hte  :  for  him  it  swife  wel  do. 
Ake  four  f ingus  he  moste  habbe  :  fat  scholde  take  on  so :  [foi.  ne] 

Furst  fare  moste  gret  louo  beo  :  bi-twene  ^wam  so  it  were — 
For  with-oute  loue  and  deol  of  heorte  :  swuch  fing  nou3ht^  nere ;  64 
Ake  3if  buy  weren  al-so  of  one  blode  :  fe  betcre  it  were,  i-wis — 
Ake  studefast  heorte  of  guod  loue  :  f e  maistrie  f  ar-of  is.     >  «/.  n<^t  worj> 
U  J5at  of ur  fing  is  fat  he  schal  :  foru3h  defe  heonne  wiende 
And  fat  he  ne  may  habbe  no  space  here  :  his  penaunce  bringue  to 
ende.  68 

\)e  fridde  fing  is  fat  hit  beo  :  f orujh  f e  preostes  rede, 
For  no  man  ne  may  fare-with-oute  :  wel  endi  swuch  dede. 
])e  feorf e  fing  is  fat  men  him  take  :  penaunce  more  fare-to 
))ane  him  fat  |)c  sunue  dude  :  3if  he  mi3lite  penaunce  do ;  72 

For  ho-so  wolb  for  of eres  sunne  :  swuch  penaunce  here  lede, 
!M()ro  1  enaunce  man  mot  heom  S('tte  :  fane  him  fat  dude  fe  dede. 
U  ))arc-fore  ^wane  anie  of  ouwer  freond  :  hath  i-brou^ht  is  lif  to  fine, 
I-seoth  here  hou  30  mouwen  bringue  him  :  out  of  his  pine;  76 

to  biete  is  sunnc  in  f  is  manere  :  sikerliche  39  mouwen  eou  beode. 
For  god  lis  loue  fenchez  faron  :  3  wane  ouwer  freond  habbez  neode  ! — 
In  3WUCI1  stutle  is  noufe  purgatorie  :  nianie  wolilen  fayn  i-wite. 
hit  [nis]!  nou3ht  a-  stude  to  alle  men  :  ake  in  lif  studes,  it  is  i-write  : 
I1  On  is  in  fe  firmament  :  fare  gret  brenningue  is  ^  om.     •  at.  in  o 

Of  fiiyr  fat  hath  fare  is  stude  :  and  of  fe  sonne,  i-wis.  82 

)jat  of  ur  is  in  fo  Ey''  a-bouen  us  here  :  fare  lufere  gostes  fleoth 
J5at  tormentiez  heom  ny3ht  and  day  :  and  neuere  in  reste  no  beoth. 
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Jje  fridde  is  an  vrj>e  a-mong  us  here.  :  J>e  feorfe  in  watere  is. 

\)e  fifte  is  onder  vrfe  deope  :  bi-side  helle,  i-wis  —  86 

U  Seint  patrik  on  vrfe  ^wilene  :  ane  stuJe  far^f  founde, 

Ase  god  wolde,  bi-side  ]>e  hul  :  of  seint  brendan  in  bis  londe.^        88 

For  four  ]>ingus  purgatorie  :  in  ]>eo6  fif  studen  is :  ^oL  irioncT 

For  sum  Man  scholde  lasse  torment  :  ])ane  o)>ur  habbe,  i-wis ; 

And  jmi  men  mi3hten  ]>orou3h  god  dede  :  ^e  sonore  to  loye  heom 

bringue ; 
And  ))at  men  weren  ]>oru3h  hem  i-war  :  bi  a  vision  o])ur  metingue  ;  92 
And  for  men^  ]>at  delitiez  muche  in  sunne  :  in  one  place,  ^  r.nuin 

Jjare  he  schal  fe  sunne  biete  :  for-to  ore  louerd  him  jiue  grace. — 
IF  One  tale  and  one  faire  en-saunple  :  fare-of  we  tindez  i-write, 
Jjat^  ore  louerd  schewez  us  swuch  fing  :  for  we  scholden  fe  sofe  i-wite. 
A  preost  was  ^wilene  in  one  stuJe  :  ))at  dude  him  ba]>ie  i-lome    i  a/,  for 
In  one  stude  priueliche  :  ]>are  none  men  ne  come.  98 

So  ])at  pare  cam  ofte  a  man  :  ase  hit  were  bi  cas, 
And  seruede  him  and  wuchs  him  wel —  :  ake  he  nuste  ^wat  he  was. 
A  day  he  made  halibred  :  and  )?e  manne  hit  bi-tok 
Ase  for  is  mede  for  is  swunch.  :  ake  he  it  anon  for-sok ;  102 

!I  **  Sire,"  he  seido,  "  ine  n^ay  hit  nought  :  for  it  i-halewed  is, 
And  for  i-nam  nou3ht  holi  ^uyt  :  i-ne  may  it  nau^t,  i-wis."  104 

**  A-godes  name,"  quath  J>e  preost  :  "  ich  bote  and  halsnie  Je 
pat  ])ou  me  segge  ^wat  ))ou  art  :  )>at  ))us  ofte  comest  to  me." 
**Ich  was  ^wylene  of  .fis  stude  :  louerd,"  fis  ofur  seide,  [foi.  i76b.] 

'*  In  ))is  place  ich  delitede  muche  :  to  don  a  mis-dede,  108 

And  al  mi  delift^  of  ))ulke  sunne  :  so  was  in  pis  place ;  i  o/.deui 

I-ne  bette  nought  pe  sunne  a-liue  :  for  ich  nadde  nought  )>e  grace, 
And  af  tur  mi  deth  J)ere-fore  :  mi  purgatorie  here  is, 
to  biete  mi  sunne  in  ]>ulke  place  :  ]>are  ase  ich  dude  amis.  112 

And  ^if  poll  woldest^  for  me  massene  singuo  :  ich  mi^hte  habbe  milce 

and  ore  ',  ^  oi.  Ac  «f oidMtou 

And  fou  mi^ht  i-wyte  fat  ich  am  sauf  :  3 wane  )w)U  no  finst  me 

nonmore." 
^j)e  preost  song  for  him  Massene  fine  :  and  opxxT  guodnesse  dude  also. 
Sone  he  miste  fat  selie  gost  :  3ny t  are  pe  seueuy3ht  weron  i-do  :    116 
For  he  wcnde  to  pQ  loye  of  heouene  :  fat  he  deore  a-bou3hte. 
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pus  Mani  Man  hath  his  purgatorie  :  ^are  he  is  sunne  wrou3hte. 
So  may  parauentur  dame  Aldith  :  ^at  nath  non  o))ur  blis 
bote  athom  in  hire  halle  clene  :  feve  ase  hire  Moker  is,  120 

p&t,  fei  heo  bidde  hire  beden  at  churche  :  hire  ^ou^ht  is  athom  more ; 
parauentiire  heo  schal  it  bete  ])are  :  and  a-bugge  hire  loue  ful  sore  !-^ 
Men  habbuz  here  heore  purgatorie  :  manie  for  swuche  ^ingue, 
And  manie  to  wami  some  men  :  to  helpe  heom  |)arof  to  bringue.    124 
Mani  man  his  purgatorie  :  in  vvature  hath  al-so : 
J^arof  ichulle  one  ensaumple  segge  :  of  fat  ^wilene  was  ido. — 
U  Seint  Tebaud  ])e  bischop  hadde  :  in  his  fut  ane  hote  goute, 
Jjat  poudagre  icleo^Kiod  is —  :  he  hadde  fere-ofifo  gret  doute.  128 

Ase  his  iischares  wenden  a-fischez  :  in  liemest  al-a-boute, 
In  heor  net  huy  nomen  ane  clompe  of  .IsK  :  huy  weren  fare-with  wel 
proute:  iM8.y«p  130 

For  fat  ys  fat  was  so  cold  :  i-leid  to  heore  loucrdes  fote 
hit^  wolde  aswagi  fe  hote  goute  :  and  bringue  him  {«um  bote.    ^M8.)>rt 
]?is  bischop  tebaut  was  wel  glad.  :  fat  ys  huy  leiden  oft 
to  is  fot,  and  eche  time  :  it  made  him  life  and  softe.  134 

\)sit  ys  was  euore  hoi  and  sound  :  it  ne  malt  for  none  hete. 
Seint  tebaut  fou3hte  f  are-of  wonder  :  for  no-f  ing  he  nolde  it  lete. 
A  luyte  cri  him  fou^hte  a  day  :  in  fat  ys  he  beorde  fere, 
he  coniourede  hit  a-godes  name  :  to  segge  liim  ^wat  it  were.  138 

**  Ich  am,"  quatli  fis  ofur,  *'a  seli  gost  :  and  in  fis  ys  ich  am  her 
In  mi  purgatorie,  forte  ich  beo  :  of  mine  sunnes  scker.  140 

Ake  3if  fou  woldest  for  godesloue  :  f ritti  masses  singue 
For  me,  ich  wot  fat  ):u  mi3htest  :  of  fis  pi  le  me  bringue." 
pe  biscliop  grauntede  him  wel  sone  :  and  bi-gan  a-non  a-morewe 
pe  Massene  for  fis  selie  gost  :  to  briuguen  it  out  of  soruwe,  144 

And  ech  dny  song  so  aftur  ofur.  :  fe  deuel  hadde  ferto  gret  onde 
pe  3uyt  fat  gost  scholde  of  pine  come —  :  his  wrench  he  gan  fonde. 
For  ase  f  e  bischop  f  ene  tenf  e  day  :  bi-gan  is  masse  to  singue, 
Al  fe  toun  fe  feondes  hadde  :  i-brou^t  on  a  fi^lityngue.  148 

pe  guode  man  bi-lefde  is  masse  a-non  :  and  orn  among  heom  faste, 
And  harmles  f  oru^h  godes  grace  :  a-passede^  heom  atfe  laste.   '  or.paUeda 
Ase  he  bi-gan  a-morowe  is  masse  :  a  gret  cri  fare  cam  al-a-boute 
pa,t  fe  toun  bi-seged  was  :  with  gret  ferd  al  with-oute,     [foi.  inj      152 
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And  Men  omen  into  al  ])e  toun  :  ase  witlese  for  doute. 

pe  bischop  lefde  is  masse  a-non  :  and  orn  to- ward  J^e  route ; 

He  made  pays  a-jein  )>at  fierd  :  ^at  huy  no-])ing  ne  reueden. 

Ake  natheles  so  ^eo  tuej  dawes  :  his  masse  he  bi-leuede.  ]  56 

U  Ase  he  bi-gan  is  masse  ])ene  ])ridde  day  :  men  heten  out  al-a-boute, 

For  is  court  and  muche  of  pe  toun  :  a-fuyi-e  was  with-oute. 

'* pei  it  al  fur-beme/'  quath  j^e  bischop  :  ''and  ich  mi-sulf  also, 

I-nelle  to-day  fram  fis  weued  :  are  fis  masse  beo  i-do."  160 

So  ])at  he  song  is  masse  forth  :  and  muche  folk  was  bisi  with-oute 

to  lauien  watur  and  quienche  )>at  fuyr  :  ])at  om  so  wide  a-boute. 

J50  f e  Masse  was  i-do  :  fat  fuyr  a-queynte  anon ; 

])are  nas  a-peired  nought  an  hous  :  ake  hole  stoden  echon.^    <  ms.  mdhaa 

U  ]?ulke  ))reo  dawes  ])e  deouel  hadde  :  al  ])ulke  wo  i-do 

his  masse  forto  lette  :  and  pini  ])e  soule  sa  166 

f)Q  bischop  fond  ))at  .ys.  athom  :  i-molten  al  to  noujhte : 

))o  wuste  he  ])at  f  oru  b  Masse  :  to  loye  fQ  soule  he  broujhte. — 

Manie  ))ingus  one  soule  helpez  :  ))at  in  purgatorie  is ; 

Ake  ])reo  ])ingues  heom  helpez  mest  :  bi-fure  alle  o))ere,  i-wis :        170 

beden  of  Men,  and  almes-dede  :  singuingue  of  Masses  al-so— 

Jjeos  J>reo  ])ingues  beoth  best,  i-wis  :  and  mest  guod  buy  woUez  do. — 

U  )pat  biddingue  of  beden  beoth  guode  :  ]>e  so])e  je  mouwen  i-wite 

bi  a  tale  of  a  clerk  :  ])at  we  findez  i- write.  174 

A  clerk  hadd[e]  3wilene  ane  wone  :  bi  churche-heyje  jwane  ho  come, 

to  segge  for  alle  cristine  soulene  :  J^e  ''  deprof undis  "  i-lome. 

In  a  churche-jerd  ones  he  cam  late  :  ))eoues  him  comen  a-boute 

And  a-saileden  him  to  i-obbi  :  he  nuste  }wat  do  for  doute.  178 

})e  bodies  ])at  weren  i-burede  fare  :  his  beden  golden  a-non : 

buy  comen  with  wopnen  him  forto  helpe  :  and  sturten  fortli  echon, 

euer-ech  with  swuch-manere  wepne  :  ase  buy  uyseden  here  a-liue, 

plou^-Man  with  his  Aker^taf  :  Archer  mid  bouwe  and  knyue ;      182 

A-boute  ])is  ^oues  buy  comen  ech-one  :  and  guonne  heom  sono 

to-driue, 
And  to  heore  puttes  wenden  seth]7e  a-jein  :  f  is  clerk  hamward  wel 

bliue.  >  pe  \>.  on  the  margin. 

J}us  weren  is  beden  i-3olde  :  fat  he  bad  erore  and  ofte. 

Ich  am  siker,  fc  feoues^  ne  3eodcn  nou3ht :  aweywardcs  ful  softo :  186 
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For  icb  wot  wel  ^at  non  of  as  :  ne  hadde  heom  so  sore  a-gast ! 
A  wonder  bataille  it  was  on  :  hadde  it  longue  i-last ; 
Ich  wene,  ])ei  ani  chaompiun  :  ^are  hadde  ibeo, 
Sone  he  wolde  habbe  i-nome  is  red  :  ham  ward  for-to  fleo  ! —         190 
Almes-dede  deth  ]>e  soule  also  :  swi))e  gret  guod  with-alle : 
]?at  ^e  niouwen  bi  a  cas  i-seo  :  ]>at  ane  knyjbte  dude  bi-falle. 
II  A  guod  man  jwyle,  ])at  hei^te  steuene  :  to  is  endingue  drouj. 
A  kny^ht,  his  freond,  for  is  deth  :  made  gret  deol  i-nouj  194 

And  dude  for  him  grete  almes-dede  :  bo))e  ni3ht  and  day. 
Jparof  he  i-sai^  a  fair  bi-tokningue  :  ase  he  a-slepe  lay :  196 

him  J>ou3hte  he  saij  a  sluper  brugge  :  swyf  e  fayr  and  hei^,      [fei.  m  b.] 
A  deop  watur  and  swart  bi-neo^e  :  a  fair  mede  ])are  was  nei^    iMs.gan 
with  swote  smul  and  fairs  floures.  :  and  ope  ])e  brugge  he  £ei3^  gon 
with  grete  Misayse  mani  Men  ;  fat  fullen  into  fat  watur  a-non,    200 
And  manie  he  sai^  fare-oppe  gon  :  al-sauf  with-oute  drede, 
And  manie  with  loye  and  blisse  i-nouj  :  pleyinde  in  J>e  Mede. 
0[  e  fe  brugge  him  foujhte  he  8ai3  :  gon  in  wrechhede 
Steuene,  for  3 warn  fat  he  dude  :  f e  grete  almes-dede ;  204 

Llake  men  fare  weren  bi-ueof e  :  fat  a-doneward  him  drowe, 
And  ofere  fare  weren  in  3wite  clof  es  :  fat  opward  him  heolden  i-nowe ; 
bi-twene  heom  laste  fe  noyse  longue  :  a3ein  ofur  ech  drou3  faste, 
*Ake  euere  hadden  fe  3vvite  Men  :  fe  raaistrie  aife  laste.  208 

pat  weren  f e  alniesdedes  :  fat  for  him  weren  i-do, 
)3at  fe  kny3lit  for  is  soule  dude  :  fat  drowen  him  opward  so.         210 
U  J3e  blake  fat  him  a-doneward  drowen  :  fat  weren  is  luf ere  dedes, 
pat  wolden  him  to  pine  drawe  :  3if  buy  mi3liten  for  almes-dede. — 
Mas3ene  also  doth  gret  guod  :  bof  e  f e  quike  and  dede : 
)3at  36  niouwen  i-heore  bi  fis  tale  :  and  bi  ofure  fat  ich  er  sede.    214 
H  Men  weren  3\vilene  in  a  contreye  :  fare  a  gret  ston-roche  stod, 
And  Men  wenden  fat  fare-onder  were  :  gret  tresor^  and  guod : 
So  fat  liuy  duluen  fare-aftur  :  ake  to  wroferhele  ate  laste :     ^  MS.trowr 
For  open  hem  ful  fe  roclie  adoun  :  and  heom  alle  ouer-caste,  218 

And  a-slouj  lieom  alle,  bote  anne  Man  :  fat,  ase  it  were  bi  cas, 
In  a-r.ianere  dich  fel  and  lay  :  ami  f e  ruche  a-boue  him  was ; 
So  fat  he  ne  mi3lite  of  f e  stude  :  ase  i-piitted  he  lay  fere, 
liis  wyf  nuste  nou3ht  of  is  lyf  :  ake  vvende  fat  he  ded  were  :  222 
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to  cliurche  heo  wende  euerech  day  :  ane  masse  to  leten  singue, 

A  lof  and  wyn  and  a  candel  of  wex  :  to  pe  weued  heo  wolde  bringue, 

And  al  for  hire  louerdes  soule —  :  heo  ne  bi-lefde  nought  a  day. 

pe  deuel  hadde  ])arto  gret  onde  :  ^o  he  pat  i-8ai3  :  226 

H  Ase  f is  wyf  ^eode  a  day  toward  churche  :  fe  deuel  cam  hire  to 

And  seide  ^at  heo  ^eode  for  naught  :  for  ^e  Masse  was  i  do. 

pat  guode  wyf  jeode  horn  a-^ein  :  and  wende  fai  he  soth  sede. 

A-morewe  he  made  hire  al-so  gon  hom  :  mid  ^ulke  salue  dede ;    230 

And  ]7ane  J^ridde  day  al-so  guod.  :  ake  ]>at  wyf  ]>ane  feor]>j  day 

Sone  a-ros  and  to  churche  3eode  :  \k)  heo  ))ane  day  i-saijh. 

Juyt  cam  ^e  schrewe  and  seide  :  ]>at  ^e  Masse  was  i-do. 

Jpis  wyf  i-liefde  him  er  fule  wel  :  ake  ^o  nolde  heo  nought  so,        234 

Ake  wende  to  churche,  and  fond  \>e  so^e  :  of  yat  pe  schrewe  hire  metle, 

)?at  it  was  to  bi-trayen  hire  :  and  guodnesse  to  lette. 

f  Soue  hit  bi-feol  )>are-afturward  :  fat  Men  of  J^e  toune 

wenden  to  bete  op  f ulke  roche  :  fat  so  lay  Jjare  a-doune,  238 

And  wenden  to  iinde  sum  tresor.  :  buy  doluen  and  beoten  faste. 

pe  selie  Man  bi-neo])e  was  of-drad  :  |)at  buy  more  opon  him  caste ;  240 

**  Deluez,"  he  seide,  "  warliche  :  fat  ^e  ne  slen  me  nou3ht ! " 

po  weren  pia  Men  sore  a-dradde  :  and  stoden  in  gret  fought ;     IM-  its] 

Ake  naf eles  buy  doluen  bi-side  :  so  fat  buy  to  him  come. 

buy  founden  him  ligge  bol  and  sound  :  and  with  loye  bine  up  nomo. 

buy  axeden  him  bou  he  hadde  i-leoued  :  fat  hongur  him  ne  a-slou^. 

**  Certes,"  he  seide,  "  ich  habbe  i-baued  :  mete  and  drinke  i-nonj : 

For  a  luf  and  a  picber  wyn  :  Mi  wyf  me  sende  ecb  day, 

And  a  brcnnind  candle  :  fat  me  li3bte  fe  3 wile  ich  here  lay.  248 

bote  f  reo  dawes  f  is  of  ur  wike  :  no-f  ing  heo  me  ne  sende ; 

Ich  was  nei^b  for  hongur  ded. :  ake  heo  gan  sone  a-meude 

And  sende  me  ase  heo  dude  er  :  and  fedde  me  wel  with-alle. 

Of  alle  wyues  worfo  hire  best  :  and  best  hire  mote  bi-falle  ! "        2o2 

li  f  is  Miracle  man  miy  i-seo  :  and  bi  manie  of  ure  al-so, 

pat  Massene  and  almes-dede  :  gret  guod  fe  soule  wollez  do. — 

))is  guodnesses  nellez  nou3bt  belpe  :  alle  i-liche,  i-wis ; 

For  of  Men  fat  beonne  wiendez  :  mani-manere  fare  is  :  256 

Of  ur  ri^bt  guode,  of  ur  rijbt  vuele  :  of  ur  ri3bt^  bi-tweone  two. 

goddede  helpez  some  ful  liiyte  :  fat  man  wole  for  hcom  do,     »  om.  Hjiit 
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Jif  J>at  huy  ri^ht  guode  beoz —  :  huy  ne  liabbuth  none  neode  mid-alle 
to  nune  er])eliche  guodnesse  :  ])at  heom  mi3hte  )>are  bi-falle ;  260 

For  iu  f  e  loye  of  heouene  huy  buth  :  ase  huy  weren  bi-fore. 
Ake  na^eles  pat  men  for  heom  doth  :  ne  worth  nou3ht  for-lore : 
For  it  Bchal  him-sulf  helpo  muche  :  ^at  ^ulke  guodnesse  deth, 
And  alle  crtstine  soalene  also  :  ]>at  in  purgatorie  beoth.  264 

IT  J}reo-manere  men  ]>are  buth  rijht  guode  :  f&t  to  heouene  wiendcz 

a-non 
3  wane  huy  out  of  ])is  worlde  farez.  :  ^ung  child  is  ]>at  on 
]^t  deide  aftur  is  cristinedom  :  are  hit  dude  to  quede ; 
And  Martyrs  ])at  for  godes  loue  :  in  strong  torment  weren  dede ;  2G8 
pe  ))ridde  manere  so  but  clene  men  :  ])at  are  ])at  huy  heonnes  wende, 
Alle  heore  sunnes  betten  here  :  ase  ore  louerd  heom  grace  seudo. 
]?is  ))reo-inanere  men  ne  mouwen  noujht  :  in  purgatorie  bi-leue, 
Ake  smitez  ])oru-out  quiclokur  :  ))ane  fe  leyte  doth  an  eue ;  272 

huy  ne  mouwen  nought  bi-leue  ])are  :  for  er  heo  wenden  heonne, 
Clene  huy  weren  of  alle  sunne  :  and  ne  habbut  no])ing^  to  brenne. 
For  ase  wode  and  col  fedez  :  fat  f uyr  fat  here  is,  »  ms.  nojHm 

Al-so  sunne  fet  fat  fuyr  :  in  purgatorie,  i-wis ;  276 

And  3 wan  fe  sunne  is  i-brend  a-wey  :  fe  soule  to  heuene  geth, 
Ake  wel  sone  pom^  he  flicth  :  fat  in  clannesse  folede  deth.   »om.;  h  jmi^e 
Also  doth  [fe]^  freo-manere  Men  :  of  3\van  ich  eon  cr  scido : 
For  heouene  openez  a3ene8  heom  :  so  sone  ase  heo  beoth  dede. —  280 
And  fat  it  beo  soth  of  alle  f reo  :  ensaumple  je  mouwen  i-seo. 
Jjat  ajein  children  i-baptizede  :  heouene  i-opened  beo : 
For  ore  louerJ  was  nyue-and-twenti  3er  :  and  twelf  daywes  old 
Are  he  i-baptized  were  :  ase  f  e  bok  us  hath  i-told  :  284 

Of  al  fat  tyme  non  eorf elich  Man  :  ne  mi3hte  enes  i-w^ite 
Jjat  heouene  openede  ou3were  aboue  :  fat  we  findez  i-write ; 
bote  f  0  he  was  i-baptized  :  of  f  e  holic  Man  seint  lohan,  [fd.  i78  h.] 

A-boue  his  heued  with  gret  li3ht  :  heouene  openede  a-non.  288 

Jwat  bi-tockuede  fulke  openingue  :  fat  fo  was  and  er  noii3lit, 
bote  fat  f oru  ^  cr/stindom  :  Man  was  to  heouene  i-brou3t,        i  overiineo. 
And  fat  heouene-dore  was  faste  i-mad  :  for-to  cr/stindom  were, 
And  fat  a-3ein  fe  furste  cWstindom  :  heouene  openede  fere ;  292 

And  fat  heouene-dore  i-opcned  is  :  to  cr/stine  Men  al-so, 
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And  to  jongue  children  forto  huy  liabben  :  foruj  sunne  it  fur-do  1 
For  huy  schullen,  3 wane  huy  heonnes  wiendez  :  heouene-dore  opene 

finde, 
For  huy  ne  berez  with  heom  no  sunne  :  ^at  drawe  heom  bi-hinde ; 
Also  quicliche  ase  li^httingue  :  ])oru  purgatorie  huy  doz  gon, 
And  heouene-dore  findez  opene  :  and  wiendez  in  anon.  298 

gret  folie  it  i^  to  weope  :  ase  Men  beoz  i-wonet  to  done, 
For  3ongue  children  ])at  dei^ez  so  :  ]>at  in  heouene  buth  so  sone !  300 
"  Awei,  mi  child,"  seith  f e  damme  :  and  suoujnez  a-^ein  fe  wowe ; 
bi  crist,  h^o  au^te  poiiki  god  :  )>at  nam  hit  ase  his  owe ! — 
IF  A-^ein  ]>e  Martyrs  ^at  guode  buth  :  heouene  i-opened  b : 
)3at  Man  may  bi  f e  Martyrdom  iseo  :  of  seint  steuene,  i-wis.  304 

I*or  ))0  men  him  to  de^e  ])reowen  :  he  bi-heold  to  heouene  an  hei3h : 
An  heouene  openede  a-non  :  ase  he  pare  i-seijh-^ 
*^  Lo/'  he  seide,  **  nou^e  ich  i-seo  :  poTu^  ihfisn  cristes  sonde 
lieouene  opene,  and  godes  sone  :  in  is  fader  ri^th  bond  stonde."    308 
And  ])e  furste  martyr  he  was  :  ])at  euere  on  vrfe  cam 
Aftur  godes  passion  :  to  holds  up  cmtindom  :  310 

heouene  openede  a^en  him  :  ase  he  ^ene  deth  nam, 
to  bi-tokni  ^at  he  wolde  al-so  :  a^en  ech  ])at  ^olede  guod  Martyrdom* 
And  ^ei  he  were  sum-del  in  sunne  :  heore  deth  ])at  huy  nome 
And  heore  blod  heom  wolde  wasche  :  are  huy  to  purgatorie  come.— 
])ulke  also  of  clenc  Hue  :  ])at  in  clennesse  here  lif  endiez, 
heouene  openez  a-^ein  heom  :  3 wane  huy  heonne  wiendez :  316 

)}at  Man  may  i-seo  bi  ensaumple  :  of  seint  lohan  fe  wangelist 
Clannore  ]7ane  he  was,  no  man  nas  :  with-oute  lesu  crist 
he  seith  in  fe  Apocalips —  :  fat  a  wcl  guod  bok  is, 
)pat  he  i-8ei3h  heouene-dore  :  a-3en  him  opene,  i-wis.  320 

3wat  bi-toknedo  fat  bote  ])is  :  huy  scholden  i-seo  also 
A-3ein  heom,  alls  fat  clene  weren  :  heouene-dore  vndol— 
Erfelich  guoduesse  helpez  luyte  :  swyche  Men,  i-wisse, 
For  huy  nabbutli  fare-to  non  neode  :  3wane  huy  beoth  in  heuene- 

blisse.  324 

Ake  fanne  it  helpez  him-sulf  muche  :  fat  deth  f ulke  goddede, 
And  alle  fat  beoth  in  purgatorie  :  ase  ich  erore  sede. 
ho-80  is  al  so  in  belle  pine  :  it  hellpez  him  luytel  al-so 
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Any  guod-nesse  fat  Man  may  :  on  vrf e  for  him  do ;  328 

H  For  seint  Austyn  seith,  jif  be  wuste  :  fat  is  fader  in  helle  were, 
Non  more  he  nolde  for  him  bidde  :  fane  for  ane  deuel  fere. 
Ake  euere  it  helpez  him  fat  it  dothf  :  and  ertstine  soulene  al-so  ; 
For  no  guodnesse  ne  worth  fur-lore  :  fat  ^lan  may  on  vrf o  do.^ — 
Ake  beden  ofei  ofure^  almes-dedes  luyte  helpuz  :  of  fremde  of  ur  of 

knnne,  {}  foi.  179]     >  at.  om. 

bote  he  with-oute  wrathf e  beo  :  and  with-oute  dedlich  sunne*       334 
Ake  a  masse  nis  nofe-worse  :  for^  ^wam  fat  heo  is  i-do,  1  r.of 

pel  it  beo  of  a  sunf  ul  preost —  :  of  non  of  ur  f  iog  it  nis  so.  336 

For  fat  dede  is  so  hei^h  :  fat  heo  ue  may  a-peyri  nought  ^  «/.  For 

Of ^  no  wrechche  preost  fat  it  dez  :  fei  he  beo  in  snnne  i-broujht 
Ake  fei  f e  Masse  ne  beo  f e  worse  :  fe  preost,  bi  mi  swere, 
pat  hire  singnth  in  dedlich  sunne  :  a-corie  it  schal  ful  deore  1        340 
For  3wane  sire  Gileberd  i-massed  hath  :  his  lif  he  wole  so  di^hte 
Atf e  taueme  to  beon  a-day  :  and  bi  is  quene  bi  ny^hte ; 
he  seith,  jwane  Men  cleopiez  him  pi*eost  :  '*  siltez  stille,  mine  gnode 

i-fere, 
pe  preost  hangacz  at  churche  :  and  ich  am  nouf  e  here" —  344 

H  his  cope  of  ur  is  surplis  :  f  e  preost  he  seith  it  isse ; 
Ake  his  cope  schal  bi-leue  at  hom  :  3wane  he  schal  to  helle,  i-wisse  ! — 
ho-so  wole  3 wane  he  is  ded^ :  to^  liis  guodnesse  a-fongue,  ^ "'-  Nt^^^tjed  man, 
do  it  bi-time  for  fe  dcde  :  fare-aftur  f inkez  longue.  348 

And  fat  it  beo  soth,  man  may  i-8[e]o^  :  bi  a  wonder  cas  »  ms.  bo 

}5at  3wylene  bi  a  kny3ht  bi-feol  :  fat  with  fe  liei3e  kyng  charles  was. 
IF  pe  kyng  Charles  his  Ost  aday  :  to  strongue  batayle  gan  lede. 
his  .0.  kny3ht  fat  with  him  wende  :  of  fe  defe  gan  him  drede.     352 
A  cosyu  lie  hadde  in  fe  route  :  to  him  he  fou3hte  he  mi3hte 
best  trusted  of  alle  Men  :  and  so  be  au3hte  with  ri3hte;         » r.  tnwteto 
"  Cosyu,"  he  seide,  "3if  ich  am  :  here  to  defe  i-brou3ht,       •  r.  doguod? 
Sul  Mi  stede  and  do^  for  mi  soule  :  ne  bi-lef  f  ou  it  nou3ht ! "        356 
)3is  kni^lit  truste  wel  to  is  word  :  fat  grauntede  don  is  bone ; 
And  in-to  fe  batayle  wende  forth  :  ase  ri3ht  was  for-to  done, 
And  fau3ht  f e  ^wyle  he  mi3lite  :  and  a-slawe  was  at  feu  ende. 
his  cosiu  nam  his  stede  sone  :  and  hamward  he  gan  wiende,  3G0 

And  to  is  oweue  bi-hoffe  faste  ire  heold  :  and  f ou3hte  forto  done 
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Also  muche  guod  for  f  e  knyjhtes  soule  :  3  wane  he  mi3hte  eft-sone. 

IF  pQ  kny^lit  cam  to  bim  eft-sone  :  gostliche  in  priuete, 

"  Cosyn,"  he  seide,  "  late  fou  dudest :  fat  fou  bi-heijhtest  me !     364 

j3ou  madest  me  beon  in  pargatorie  :  seue  nyjht,  mid-i-wisse. 

And  nou])e  ich  am  in  heouene  :  and  )>arof  pon  schalt  misse, 

For  ))ou  schalt  in  ])is  ilke  day  :  to  ^  pine  of  helle  wende, 

For  pQ  treson  pa.t  poa  me  dudest  :  and  beon  ])are  with-outen  ende.*' 

)}is  gost  wende  forth  a-non  :  and  ]>e  false  Man  wcl  sone 

deide,  and  wende  a-deuele  wey  :  ase  he  of-seruede  to  done.  370 

here  mou wen  fis  false  esecutores  :  beon  ^  i-warre  bi  fis  tale,    *  ^^'  **!•**" 

)pat  muche  habbez  of  dedes  godes  :  and  deleth  |>are-of  ful  smale,    372 

Ake  fenchez,  jwane  huy  riche  booth  :  to  jelden  it  wel,  i-wis ; 

J3e  soule  longueth  f are-aftur-ward  ^  :  fat  in  purgatorie  is,  »ai.  jwaOerMre 

heo  a-bidez  longue  heore  ricliesse  :  fe  guode  is  euere  bi-hinde — 

huy  schullen  gon  a-deouele  wey  :  and  fare  heore  miede  finde.       376 

Nou  IhesuSy  fat  us  deore  bou^hte  :  f ei  we  don  ofte  a-mis,        [foi.  179  b.] 

On  alle  cnstine  soulene  haue  merci  :  and  bring  us  to  heuene  blis, 

And  led  us  to  oure  rijhte  heritage  :  for  f ou  bou^htest  us  f ar-to ; 

Ne  leos  nought  fat  f ou  deore  bou^htest  :  f ei  we  sumdel  mis-do  !  380 

63    [Eadmund  oonf.] 

S£iut  Eadmund  f e  confessour  :  fat  lythf  at  pounteneye. 
Of  guode  men  and  trcwe  he  cam :  f ei  huy  neren  noujht  ful  heije ; 
In  Engelonde  he  was  i-bore  :  in  f  e  toun  of  Abindone. 
Glad  mi^htte  f e  moder  beo  :  fat  bar  swuch  a  sone !  4 

Mabilo  f e  riche  is  moder  [bet]  :  fat  guod  womman  was  i-nou^, 
For  bofe  wif  and^  wydewe  :  to  holie  lif  heo  drou^.  1  Ms.imdand 

Lustniez  noufe  and  i  may  telle  :  hou  and  in  3wat  manere 
Seint  Eadmund  was  i-bore  :  3if  ^e  it  wollez  i-here.^       »  w.7-8ai.om.    8 
A-seint  Eadmundus  dai  f  e  king  :  f  is  guode  cliild  was  i-bore ; 
So  clene  he  cam  fram  is  moder  :  with-oute  ech-manere  hore,      1  at.  dri« 
And  80  clene,^  fat  no  cloth  :  fat  nei^h  fe  moder  was        J  ^uTZm^'^^' 
Ne  neijh  f  is  joungue  child,  f o  it  was^  i-bore  :  no-f  ing  fe  foulere^  it  nas. 
IT  A-seint  Eadmundes  dai  he  was  i-bore  :  rijht  ase  it  was  day ; 
Fram  erne  morewe  fat^  it  was  eue  :  ase  a  ded  fing  he  lay^,  14 

Ei^ht  ase  he  were  ded-bore  :  for  no  fing  on  him  lif  ne  saij  ;    >  ai.  foru 
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})e  mide-wyues  him  wolden  liabbe  i-bured  :  ac  ^e  moder  deide  euere 
nay.  16 

A-jeiu  eue  he  cudde  furst  is  lif.  :  to  churche  he  was  i-bore, 
And  for  seint  Eadmimdes  day  :  he  [was]  Eadmund  i-cleoped  ))are-fore. 
H  Jjis  child  wax  and  wel  i-fev —  :  elles  wonder  it  were. 
J}o  it  was  of  ani  elde  :  J^e  moder  it  sette  to  lere,  20 

And  Robert  al-so,  liire  ofur  sone —  :  for  sones  heo  haddo  to, 
^.ud  tweye  maydenes  clene  i-nouj  :  hire  doujhtren  were  al-so, 
Dame  Margerie  and  dame  Alis  :  ^at  at  catesbi  weren  i-do  23 

And  ]7are  in  religion  Nonnes  buy  weren  :  and  ^uyt  liggez  pa,ve  bo]>e-to. 
H  Dame  Mabile,  heore  gaode  moder  :  ]>eos  children  heo  louede  i-non^h. 
And  wissede  heom  to  clene  liae  :  and  to  alle  gdodnesse  heom  droujh. 
]?e  3wyle  ^e  children  ^ongue  weren  :  heo  ^af  heom  ofbe  mede 
For-to  faste  fane  friday  :  to  watur  and  to  brede.  28 

JJoru3  mede  and  f oru3  ire  faire  bi-heste  :  buy  weren  so  far-on  i-brou3t, 
]?at,  po  buy  weren  of  grettore  elde  :  it  ne  grefde  heom  ri3ht  noa3ht. 
f  )3e  moder  werede  fe  strongue  here  :  for  ore  louerdes  loue, 
Fram  fe  scholdre  to  fe  hele  :  and  on  haubark  f are-a-boue —  32 

In  Bwuche  manere  he  ladde  hire  lif  :  fe  widewe  fat  was  so  wis. 
wel  3ong\ie  heo  sonde  bofe  hire  sones  :  to  scole  to  paris, 
And  bi-tok  heom  spense  luyte  i-nou3  :  ase  heo  it  mi3lite  bi-seo. 
huy  senden  hire  word^  fat  buy  no  mi3hten  :  with  so  luyte  boo.       36 
**  looue  sones,"  quath  fo  mode[r]  :  "  ichulle  boon  a-3ein  eov  hende ; 
Jif  je  wollez  aftur  me  do  :  ich  can  eou  more  sonde,  1  "{•  "fj**®  5^*      ,.     ,  * 

'^      ^  '  *  a/,  ^if  ^e  dorre  mid  so  ]ut« 

And  it  schal  oov  like  swife  wel  :  bi  fat  30  wyteth  fe  ende ; 
Ne  spariez  noi^ht,  mi  leone  sones  2  :  out  of  londe  to  wende." 
IF  **  Leoue  Moder,"  quef en  fe  sones  :  "  we  schullen  do  aftur  fi  lore ; 
Ake  wel  fou  wost  fat  we  ne  mouwen  nou3t  libbe  :  bote  fou  us 
sonde  more."  [foi.  ibo] 

IT  j3o  moder  tok  wel  stilleliche  :  eyf  ur  of  heom  ane  here 
And  bad  heom  bof e  for  hire  loue  :  fat  huy  with  heom  as  here         44 
And  werio  as  twie  of  ur  f  rie  :  echo  woke  fere, 

And  heo  wolde  heom  sonde  spense  i-nov  :  f  e  3wuyle  huy  at  scole  were. 
U  Jjis  children  3eoden  to  scole  f  0  :  and  duden  heore  moder  heste 
And  wereden  fe  here  twie  a  wike  :  ofur  frie  at  fe  leste.  48 

So  longe  buy  wonedeu  heom  f ar-to  :  fat  buy  nomen  as  ofture  f o, 
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So  J>at  nofur  nyjht  ne  day  :  huy  nolden  heom  for-go ; 

H  huy  woneden  heom  so  wel  ))ar-to  :  pat  huy  as  wereden  day  and 

ny^ht.  •  i  ai.ptt%  (heo  om.) 

pis  was,  for-so])e,  a  guod  Moder :  for^  heo  te^hte  hire  children  a-ri^ht ! 
And  euere  jwane  heo  sende  heom  clo])es  :  ase  heo  as  mijhte  i-winne, 
]?are-with  heo  wolde  herene  sende  :  faste  i-seuwede  with-inne. —     54 
U  Seint  Eadmund  ])e  jongue  clerk  :  to  eche  guod-nesse  drouj, 
pAi  euerech  clerk  ])at  him  i-knev^  :  hadde  of  him  loye  inovj ;         56 
For  ore  louerdes  swete  grace  :  with  him  was  wel  riue : 
And  ))at  ore  louerd  cudde  him  wel :  al  bi  is  jongue  Hue. 
U  For  ase  ])is  child  jeode  a  day  :  in  a  Mede  to  pleie,^ 
his  felawes  he  bi-lefde  ech-on  :  and  ^eode  bi-side  ])e  weije,  60 

And  al  one  jeode  up  and  doun  :  and  is  bedes  seide. 
^  ))o  cam  ]>QTe  gon  a  fair  ^wit  child  :  to  him  in  ])is  mede, 
"  Felawe,"  he  solde,  "  heil  fou  beo  :  )>at  J>us  one  gest  i-lome !  " 
Seint  Eadmund  stod  in  gret  ])0U3ht  :  fro  jwannes  ])is  child  come.    64 
%  <'Ne  knou8t]70u  me  noujhtl"  quath  pia  child.  :  seint  Eadmund 

seide  "  no." 
"  Ich  am  fi  felawe,"  quath  fat  child  :  "  jwodere  fou  euere  go. 
At  scole  ich  sitte  euere  bi  f  e  :  euere  on  pi  ri^ht  side. 
And  with  pQ  ich  go  in  euerech  stude  :  ne  go  f  ou  no  so  wide,  68 

H  And  fi  plei-fere,  for-sofe,  ich  am —  :  and  jif  fou  nost  noujt  jwat  ich 

beo, 
H  In  mi  fore-heued  i-write  :  mi  name  fou  mi^ht  i-seo.^ 
And  al-80  ase  mi  name  is  :  in  mi  fore-heued  i-do,       ^  Ashm.  has  i  yv.  more. 
Creoyce  fare-with  fi  fore-heued  :  and  fi  breoste  al-so  72 

Euereche  nijhte  are  ])0U  slepe  :  in  pe  muyude  of  me,^  iThUv.  on  the  margin. 
H  And  )>e  deuel  ne  schal  habbe  no  pouwer  :  for-to  greui  fe." 
II  Seint  eadmund  nuste  mit  puase  worde  :  ^ware  p\a  child  bi-cam. 
he  onder-stod  fat  it  was  ore  louerd  :  and  gret  loye  to  him  he  nam ;  76 
And  nolde  fur-^ite  neuere  ane  m3ht  :  his  lore  forto  do, 
to  creoici  frijes  is  fore-heued  :  and  is  breoste  al-so 
H  And  segge  "  ihesvs  of  Nazareth  "  :  ase  he  it  saij  i-write — 
with  no-fing  ne  scholde  a  man  betero  :  fram^  pe  deuel  him  wite. — 80 
In  penaunce,  and  in  is  lore  :  f is  child  dude  al  is  f  ou3t ;  i  at.  m\]> 

For  godes  loue  he  folcde  muche  :  fat  deore  him  hadde  a-bou^ht, 
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434      ST.  EDMUXD    IS  AT   SCHOOL   AT    PARIS  AND   OXFORD.      DE    FLOGS 
TILL  SHE   BLEEDS,  AN   OXFORD   GIRL  WHO   GETS  NAKED   INTO   HIS   BED. 

IT  In  penaunce  he  was  so  wel  i-woned  :  and  3ong  |)ar-on  i-broujht, 

pat,  ])o  he  was  of  grettore  elde  :  it  ne  grefde  him  ri3ht  noujht.        84 

At  parys  he  was  at  scole  longue  :  and  at  Oxenford  al-so. 

he  ne  dude  neuere  lecherie  :  ne  ensentede  ^ar-to ; 

Ase  is  schrifb-fadcr  wolde  telle  :  ofte  in  priueite, 

he  ne.  mi^hte  neuere  finde  man  :  of  so  gret  chastete.  88 

IT  Priueliche  at  oxenford  :  on  a  day  he  cam  [foi.  iso  b.] 

To  one  ymage  of  ore  lauedi :  and  bi  ]>e  hond  hire  nam  >  aijorhet  *ar.om. 

And  bi-hiet^  bi-fore  hire  treweliche  :  fram^  eche  wummanes  imone 

And  with  treu])e  holden  al  is  lif :  clanliche  to  hire  one.  92 

IT  Jpulke  ymage  he  weddede  with  a  ring  :  ase  a  man  dot))  is  wif, 

Clanliche  to  holden  in  spoushod  :  to  hire  al  is  lijf ; 

"  Aue  Maria,  gracta  plena  *'  :  J)eos  four  wordes  weron  i-do 

And  i-graued  in  f is  ring  :  for  buy  a-cordeden  wel  far-to.  96 

IT  Wel  he  huld  is  treu))e  setj^e  :  and  his  weddingue  al-so, 

And  trewe  spouse  was  i-nov)  :  nolde  he  nou^t  mi^do. 

Ich  wot  wel,  juyt  men  m^hten  finde  :  ho-so  soujte  bliue, 

Summan,  pei  it  sielde  beo  :  untreowore  to  is  wiue,  100 

And  al  ful  beo  of  ])e  Mariage  :  je  and  fayn  it  wolde  un-binde  ! 

Jwejjur  ani  of  eou  cou])e  oujwere  :  ani  swuch  hosebonde  finde  1 — 

IT  His  hostasse  hadde  one  doubter  :  ])ere  he  was  at  inne, 

pat  loucde  muche  ]7is  holie  child  :  ^if  heo  mi^hte  is  loue  i-winne ;  104 

beo  ne  coufe  nei3h  non  ofur  wit  :  ake^  heo  fondede  for-to  do    »a/.oin^ 

Folie  bi  him  ny3ht  and  dai  :  ^if  heo  mijhte  bringue  him  ))ar-to. 

IT  Heo  bad  him  fat  heo  moste  a-ni3ht  :  to  is  bedde  wiende. 

))is  holie  clerk  ne  wernde  hire  nou3ht  :  and  dude  ase  fe  hende.     108 

)3at  Maide  was  f  o  glad  i-nov3  :  for  erore  heo  bad  wel  of[te]. 

A-ni3ht,  fo  heo  hire  tyme  i-8ai3h  :  to  is  bed  heo  cam  wel  softe, 

f  hire  clofos  heo  dude  of  a  non  :  ase  it  is  ri3ht  of  bedde. 

And  made  biro  naked,  to  creopen  in.  :  ake  febleliche  hire  spedde  :  1 12 

For  seint  Eadmund  hadde  ane  smarte  3eorde  :  and  fe  clofus  a-doun 

Spradde  ^  ^  al.  [>i»  womman  anon  he  redde 

And  beot  hire  on  fe  nakede  rug  :  fat  wel-nei^h  heo  a-wedde ; 
he  ne  sparede  rug  ne  side  nofur  :  are  heo  to  grounde  bledde — 
A-(iuenche  he  mi3hte  hire  fole  vville  :  mid  blode  fat  heo  schedde  !  116 
IF  And  euero  seide  f  is  liolie  ^lan  :  ase  he  leide  on  faste. 


ST.  Edmund's  mother  mabile  dies,  and  is  buried  at      435 

ABINQDON.      HE  SEEKS   FOB  A   NUNNERY  TO   PUT  HIS  SISTERS   INTO, 

**  Maide,  ^ou  Bchalt  leorni  ])U8  :  a-wei  forto  caste 
J>i  fole  wille  of  fi  fiesch  :  with  swuche  discipline." 
hco  )K)a3hte  wel  luyte  on  folie  :  are  ))i8  guode  clerk  wolde  fine !     120 
U  ))is  Muide  wende  softe  ajen  :  hire  rug  smert  ful  sore, 
he^  bi-3at  so  luyte  ])o  :  ^at  hire  ne  longuede  ^udere  nam-more ;     >  Imo. 
CleDe  wumman  heo  bi-cam  :  with-oute  flechsliche  dede, 
And  clene  Maide  deide  set])e  :  ase  hire  schriftfader  scide.  124 

U  1)13  Maidenes  pot  beot)>  willeffole  :  folie  forto  do, 
I-cholde  huy  founden  swuche  lefmanes :  ])at  wolden  heom  chastie  so ! — 
)}o  Mabile,  is  swete  modor  :  scholde  of  ))is  liue  go, 
Seint  Eadmimd,  hire  guode  sone  :  nei3h  hire  was  po;  128 

his  Moder  him  ^af  hire  blessingue  :  |>o  heo  scholde  of  liue  fare. 
"Blesse^  mine  broj^ur,"  quath  seint  Eadmund  :  "))ei  he  beo  elles- 
3 ware."  ^  at.  bi«m«  ek 

IT  "  Leoue  sone,"  quath  fis  wydewe  :  "  bofe  je  comen  of  me, 
And  he  iSyjwane  30  beoth  o  blod  :  i-blessed  i-nou3  with  ])e.^  132 

Ake  ich  bidde  ]>e  for  godes  loue  :  and  for  seinte  Marie      ^  ^e  added  iat«r. 
]?at  ])ou  8um-3ware  ])ine  sostrene  do  :  in-to  ane  nonnerie,  [foi.  isi] 

So  ]>at  huy  mouwen  clene  lif  lede  :  in  ore  louerdes  seruise  ; 
And  ne  soffro  ])ou  nou3ht  pat  huy  beon  :  i-weddet  in  none  wise.    136 
j>e  catel  f&t  ich  heom  bi-que])e  :  ^is  dede  for-to  do, 
Al  ich  bi-take  in  ^ine  warde  :  and  heom  ^are-with  also." 
'  U  pia  guode  womman  deide  ^us  :  pat  of  wydewene  was  flour ; 
And  in  a  chapeU  at  Abindone  heo  was  i-bured  :  with  swy])e  gret 

honour,  1  a/,  seint  NlcboUi  chorefae       140 

In  a  ston  bi-f ore  pe  croiz  :  in  ^e  sout|>-8ide,  i-wis ; 

A  luyte  with-inne  J>e  churche-hei  3ate^  :  fat  chapel  a-rerd  is. 

A-boue  hire  is  i- write  :  "  here  lijth)>  in  f  is  ston      • «/.  wi^oute  J)e  abbiy-j«te 

Mabilo,  flour  of  wudewene  " —  :  and  lesingue  nis  it  non,  144 

For  hco  was  womman  of  guode  liue  :  ase  Men  mi3hten  hi  hire  i-seo  ; 

And  maDi  Miracle  at  Abindone  :  for  hire  hath  seth))e  i-beo. 

II  Ne  for-3at  nou3ht  seint  Eadmund  :  pat  is  moder  him  hadde  i-bede  : 

po  is  power  was  i-woxe  :  he  purueide  him  ane  stude,  148 

]?at  is  sostren  weren  i-do  :  in  one  Nonnerie ; 

Ake  wel  vnne])e  ho  it  fond  :  with-oute  symonie. — 

It  Simonie  so  b  i-cleoped  :  foreward  for^to  make 
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436     BT.  EDMUND  PUTS   HIS   SISTERS   INTO   CATBSBT   NUNNERT   IN 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.      HE   TORTURES  HIMSELF  WITH  HAIR  SHIRTS. 

to  bugge  liflode  of  holie  churche  :  and  a  c^rtein  catel  take.  152 

A-mansede  beotf  alle  swuclie  :  fat  so  wollez  don ; 

Ake  nafeles  to  religion  :  manie  comiez  so  ! — 

H  )3is  guode  sone  sou^hto  wide  a-boute  :  man!  a  Nonnerie, 

Are  he  mi3lite  his  sostren  do  :  with-oute  symonie ;  156 

At])e  laste  he  cam  to  Catesbi  :  in  Norehamptone-schire, 

I-graunted  him  was  fare  a-non  :  al  fat  he  wolde  desire  : 

f  bof e  his  sustren  a-godes  half  :  Nounnes  he  made  fere  ; 

))at  leueden  fare  al  heore  lijf  :  and  holie  wommen  were,  160 

J)e  eldore  was  sethf  e  prioresse  :  of  f  e  lauedies  ech-on — 

For  heom  liauez  setf  e  ore  louerd  i-do  :  miracles  mani  on  ; 

And  bi-fore  f e  heije  weuede  :  i-burede  buy  booth  fere 

In  a  chapele  fat  buy  leten  :  of  seint  Eadmund  a-rere. —  164 

H  Seint  Eadmund,  f  is  holie  man  :  werede  strongue  here  ; 

In  strengoro  manere  heo  was  i-maud  :  fane  ofur  mannes  were  : 

heo  nas  i-sponno  ne  i-weoue  :  ake  i-broide  strengus  longue. 

And  sethf  e  ase  man  knut  a  net :  i-knut  swife  harde  and  stronge,  168 

Of  harde  horses  here  i-maud — . :  f  e  knottes  deope  wode, 

p&i  muche  del  of  is  bodie  om  :  of  quiture  and  of  blode. 

H  )3are-of  he  hadde  schuirto  and  briech  :  fram  necke  to  f  e  hiele ; 

vn-ayseliche  he  niijhte  ligge  :  ofur  ani^  ayse  i-fele.         *  a/.4iatei    172 

A  strong  rop  fere  was  fanne  :  a-houe  fram  fe  schoklre  i-do 

to  is  bottokes,  of  horse-here  :  to  holden  it  faste  to ; 

And  setfe  he  was  bi-neofe  is  briech  :  i-giird  faste  i-nov3 

with  a  strong  corde  aboue  :  fat  fe  here  faste*  drou3.  *Hau?g[J7o'd.  ^^^ 

f  So  faste  was  in  euerech  side  :  f e  here  to  him  i-bounde, 

pat  vnnef[e]  he  mi^hte  bie^o  is  rug  :  ofur  stoiipi  touward  fe  grounde; 

And  3wan  he  stoupede  ani-f i'lg  :  is  flechs  was  so-for-gnawe     [foi.  isi  b.] 

Jjat  wonder  was  hou  he  it  folede  :  fat  lie  ne  hadde  to  defe  i-drawe.* 

U  Fiet  and  hondene  fat  neren  nou3t  :  i-tprmentede  with  ^t  here 

Necke  and  face  and  al  is  heiicd  :  fat  with-oute  were,    ioz.tobeo»oto-drawe 

he  roddede  a-ni^ht  with  fe  here  :  ^wane  no  man  ne  mi3hte  i^  seo ; 

For  lie  noldc  fat  no  lirae  :  un-pined  scholde  beo.  •  r.  it      184 

U  A  dai  ho  tok  al  priueliche  :  is  Manne  his  olde  here, 

piit  he  as  fur-brende  stilleliclie  :  for  buy  for-olde  were. 

he  caste  as  in  gret  fuyr  i-nov3 —  :  ac  it  ne  cam  non3ht  f are-nei3h, 


ST.  EDMUND   SEES   DEVILS   FLTING   LIKE  ROOKS  AND   CROWS,  AND      437 
TEARING  A   CHALGRAVE  HAN's  SINFUL  SOUL  TO   PIECES. 

Ake  euere  huy  wereu  Miclie  sounde  :  ase  ])is  man  i-sei^li.  188 

)}o  lie  i-8ai3  pat  huy  ne  brende  nought  :  he  bond  ])er-to  wel  faste 

heuie  stones  to  drawe  a-doun  :  and  iu-to  a  deop  vvatur  heom  caste. 

pat  f  uyr  nadde  power  non  :  to  touchi  ]>e  holie  here ! 

Ake  na])eles  he  tolde  is  louerd  fore  :  fat  huy  i-brende  were. —       192 

%  Seint  Eadmund  and  is  felawe  :  ase  it  was  ofte  heore  wone, 

In  a  day  fram  leukeuore  :  wenden  to  Abindone. 

Ase  huy  comen  in  a  gret  ualeije  :  blake  foule  huy  8ei3e         » a/.chowen 

Ase  it  crowene  and  rokes^  weren  :  fleon  bi  fe  Eyr  wel  hei^e ;        196 

A  luyte  blac  sak  ase  fei  it  were  :  ))is  foules  a-mong  heom  here, 

huy  casten  it  up  fram  on  to  o])ur  :  ase  huy  it  al-to-drowe  and  to-tere. 

his  felawe  stod  and  bi-h*old  :  and  was  nei3h  wod  for  fere. 

IF  Seint  Eadmund  him  ^af  confort  :  ant  tolde  him  jwat  it  were :   200 

"  Deuelene,"  he  seide,  "  of  helle  it  beoth  :  and  fat  huy  berez  so, 

i-wis, 
Ane  Mannes  soule  here-bi-fore  :  of  Chalgraue  it  is, 
pat  noufe  ri3ht  deide  late —  :  heo  ne  cometh  neuere  in  blis, 
he  mai  singue  weylawei  :  fat  he  euere  dude  amis."  ^        204 

H  Forth  huy  wenden  to  chalgraue  :  fe  sofe  huy  founden  fere : 
J5e  Man  was  ^  ded  a  luyte  bi-fore  :  and  al  hot  ligge  on  here.       >  a/,  om. 
l^euere  f e  gladdore  ne  mi^hte  he  beo  :  fat  deueleno  him  so  to-tere ; 
he  mijhte  segge  weilawey  :  fat  euere  is  hfdawes  were ! —  208 

H  Seint  Eadmund,  f  e  holie  Man  :  louede  wel  is  lore. 
And  for  is  lore  he  louede  juyt  :  godes  seruise  fe^  more.     >  on  the  nwrgin. 
Mest  he  louede  on  oresoun  :  fat  was  of  ib^^u  crist 
And  of  ore  leuedi,  is  sweto  Moder  :  and  of  sein  loan  fe  Ewangelist, 
))at  "  .0.  intemerata"  :  bi-gvyimez  on  latyn ; 

)}e  bi-gU3mningue  is  wel  guod  :  and  al-so  is  fe  fin.  214 

Euereche  dai  bi  custome  :  he  seide  f  is  oresun, 
he  nolde  bi-leue  for  no  scole  :  ne  for  no  Icssoun.  216 

IF  In  a  dai  he  it  fur-3at  :  he  hadde  so  muche  to  done. 
Seint  loan  fe  Ewangelist  to  him  cam  :  f e  ni3ht  aftur-ward  ful  sone 
And  a  paumerie  bar  on  is  bond  :  gret  and  strong  i-nou3h ; 
Seint  Eadmund  he  nam  bi  f  e  bond  :  and  is  paumerie  op  drou3h,  220 
So  hei3e  and  with  so  gret  Eyr  :  ase  he  him  wolde  al-to^riue. 
Seint  Eadmund  lay  and  quakedo  :  and  drad  was  of  is  liuo, 


438     ST.   BDMDND  LBARNS  ARITHMBTIO  AT  OXFORD,  AND  THEN  TURKS 
TO  DIVIKITT,  AND  TEACHES   IT  TO  SCHOLARS. 

For,  3if  lie  him  smite  ase  he  dnnt  drouj  :  he  were  ded  a-non ; 
lEere  a /oh  U  ftauHng  in  the  Land  MS. ;  M8,  Harl,  eontinnei ;] 

[he  qttakede  &  cride  dalfulliche  : ''  loaerd,  m«rci,  seint  lohn  I"         224 

IF  ''  Ich  wole  for-jene  ])e/'  qua]y  seint  loli^n  : ''  ^u  crtest  so  sore ; 

&  J^ench  bet  on  oor^  oreisoan  :  &  nefor^et  hit  nomoFe  1 " 

he  nefor-jat  after  ]>nlke  tyme  :  nomore  \\%  oreisoan, 

For  no  studio  uefor  no  neode  :  nefor  |)03t  of  lessoun. —  228 

If  So  we]  lomede  ]>i8  holi  man  :  &  suche  grace  hadde, 

)>at  he  bigan  at  Ozenford  :  &  of  art  ]>er  radde. 

Of  art  he  radde  six  jer  :  contynuelliche  ynouj, 

&  si]>))e  foi^[to]  beo  more  profound  :  to  arsmetrtke  he  droo),  232 

A  arsmetnke  radde  in  cours  :  in  Oxenford  wel  faste 

&  his  figure  dronj  aldai  :  &  his  numbre  caste. — 

II  Arsmetnke  is  alore  :  \at  of  figure  a1  is 

&  of  drau3tes  as  me  drawe]>  in  poudre  :  &  of  ^  nnmbre,  i-wis. —        236 

II  A  ni^t  in  ayisionn  :  his  moder  to  him  wende,  i  us.  in 

'*  Sone,"  heo  seide,  "  to  what  figure  :  woltou  nou  entende  ?  " 

*'  Leoue  moder,**  qua)>  ))is  oj^er  :  *'  suche  as  we  iseoj^.** 

<^  Leoue  sone,"  qua]>  ]>e  moder  :  "  betet^  figure  ^er  beo^,  240 

wherto  J^n  most  |>in  hurts  do  :  &  "Jyenche  hor-on  nomore  I  *' 

heo  nom  for]>  his  ri)t  hood  :  &  wrot  |>«r-on  his  lore  : 

))reo  rounde  cerclen  heo  wrot  :  in  ]>e  paume  amidde, 

In  ))e  tueye  heo  wrot  fader  &  sone  :  &  holigost  in  ])e  |)ridde ;  244 

**  Sone,"  heo  seide,  "  her-aft^rword  :  entende  to  fis  lore !  *' 

To  heuene  a^e  ))e  moder  wende  :  henese^  hire  nomore. 

IT  \>o  ise^  8ei7it  Edmund  :  ]>at  hit  was  al  of  |)e  Tr/nite,  Theologia. 

1^  ])at  god  wolde  ])at  he  schulde  :  ihure  diuinite.  248 

To  diuiuite,  as  god  wolde  :  |)i8  gode  man  \\\m  drou^  ; 

\)er  nespedde  non  in  Oxenford  :  so  wel  of  ynou^. 

hit  nas  no^t  longe  f «r-aflerward  :  fat  fe  Chanceler  ne  sede, 

(&  }pe  hexte  maystreu  of  |)e  toun  :  }pai  he  schulde  bigynne  <&  rede.       252 

he  wi])8ede  &  longe  ^  seide  :  ]7at  he  nas  no^t  wor]7i  j^erto ;  ^  a/.ioiige& 

So  ))(zt  inoche  a^en  his  wille  :  nede  hi  makede'lii/n  hit  do. 

So  ))at  he  bigan  at  Oxenford  :  of  diuinite. 

So  noble  alosed  ])er  nas  non  :  in  al  )?e  vniuersite.  256 

Of  redinge  he  hadde  so  gode  grace  :  ])at  meni  on  to  \\\m  drouj ; 

his  scolers  fat  ihurde  of  hi/n  :  gode  men  were  ynouj. 

So  pitousliche  he  wolde  rede  :  &  so  gode  grace  hadde  )>€r-to, 

])ai  his  scolers  fat  ihurde  of  him  :  nuste  ofte  what  to  do,  260 

Ac  sete  as  in  auof  cr  wordle  :  &  ofte  hudde  here  eje 


ST.   EDMUND   IS   FED   WITH   OUR  LOUD's   FLESH  BY  A   DOVE   FROM      439 
HEAVEX.      BT  HIS  FOBOETPULNESS,  THE  DEVIL  GETS  POWER  OVER  HIM. 

&  wepe  ))at  j>e  teres  vrne  adoun  :  pat  men  hit  al-aboute  iseje. 

Tne|)e  eni  iburde  of  hbn  :  pat  pe  betere  ne  bicom, 

&  tneni  bileuede  al  pe  wordle  :  &  to  religiouu  noin. —  264 

U  A  dai  as  ])i8  holi  man  :  in  diuinite 

Desputede,  as  hit  was  his  wone  :  of  pe  tnnite^ 

In  his  chair«  he  sat  longe  :  er  his  scolers  come  ; 

Alutel  he  bigan  to  swoudri  :  as  a  slop  him  nome.  268 

f)o  l^ojte  him  in  his  swoudri nge  :  pat  a  whit  colaere  com 

Fram  heuene  mid  our6  louerdes  flesch  :  &  pe  wei  to  him  nom, 

&  pat  swete  flesch  palte  in  his  mou]) :  &  si)>)>e  fle^  vp  anli^ ; 

heaene  openede  hire  a^en  :  as  ))is  gode  man  isej.  272 

pe  saaour  of  cure  louerdes  flesch  :  Iiim  {^o^te,  was  in  his  niou])e, 

And  al  pe  clergie,  him  Jjojte,  of  god  :  )}o  he  awok,  he  couJ>ey 

Of  pe  pure  stat  of  cnst  :&  of  his  mageste 

As  [an]  angel  him  l^o^te  he  cou)>e  :  &  of  his  pnueite.  276 

U  he  bigan  so  deope  desputi :  of  pe  trinite, 

f)at  gret  wonder  roe  hadde  :  ])urf  al  pe  vniu<^ite ; 

f)at  pe  g^6tteste  clerkes  pat  vrere  :  in  Oxenforde  ))0 

Ne  l^o^te  pat  eni  vrj^lich  man  :  so  furfor])  mijte  go  280 

Ne  wite  so  moche  of  godes  stat  :  bote  hit  [an]  angel  wer« ; 

f)er  nere  none  maystres  in  Oxcnford  :  pat  in  gr^t  wonder  perof  ner«. 

Ac  he  mi3te  of  ih^u  crist  iwite  :  more  )>an  was  in  boc, 

whan  he  vsede  our6  lou^rdes  flesch  :  &  in  his  mou])e  toe  I —  284 

U  Ne  ])03te  no^t  |)is  holi  man  :  so  moche  in  his  lessoun 

f)at  euer«  among  his  J^o^t  nas  mest :  in  godes  passiouu. 

0  tyme  he  was  in  gr^te  studie  :  of  his  lessoun  any^t, 

pat  longe  he  sat  per-ahoute  :  forte  hit  was  ne^  dailijt.  288 

po  hit  was  toward  pe  dai  :  a-napped  he  was  sore, 

he  lynede  adoun  vpon  his  boc  :  )»o  he  nemijte  studio  nomore  ; 

So  pat  he  f ul  aslepe  :  &  vnywar  also, 

&^  nejro^te  nojt  on  pe  passioun  :  as  he  was  iwoned  to  do.     i  om.  ft  ?     292 

pe  deuel  com  to  him  wel  sone  :  no|)ing  to  siche  he  nas. 

Seiut  Edmund  of  him  was  iwar  :  in  swoudring  as  he  was 

he  wolde  him  blesci  wi])  pe  deuel  :  his  ri^t  bond  he  gan  for])  drawe : 

pe  deuel  him  nom  perhi  anon  :  he  nemi^te  him  nojt  wawe.  296 

)po  nom  he  for])  his  lift  bond  :  to  blesci  him  wi])  also : 

pe  deuel  him  nom  perhi  faste  :  pat  he  nemi^te  noj)ing  do. 

vpe  him  he  lai  as  a  sak  :  pat  he  was  al  ouercome, 

he  nemi^te  him  wawe  fot  ne  bond  :  his  poer  him  was  binome.  300 

Ac  delyure  he  hadde  al  his  ])03t  :  so  pat  he  ])03te  sone 


440  8T.   EDMUND   BEATS   THE   DEVIL.      HE   IS  NEVER  IDLE. 

HE   IS   CHOSEN   TO   PREACH   FOR  THE   CRUSADE,  IN   ENGLAND. 

Of  our«  lou^des  passioun  :  as  he  was  woncd  to  done. 

U  pe  deuel  nemi^te  ))o  bileue  :  vpe  liim  none  )>rowe, 

For  drede  he  ful  soue  adoun  :  bituene  him  &  pe  wowe.  304 

U  Seint  Edmund  aros  vp  anon  :  &  pe  dcucl  ou«rcom, 

Strang] iche  &  harde  ynou  :  bi  pe  ])rote  lie  him  nora. 

"  J)urf  our6  louerdes  passioun  :  tel  nou/'  lie  seide,  "  me, 

Ich  axi  pe  hou  cnistene  man  :  mai  best  him  witie  frara  pe,**  308 

"  Me  neschal  wi)>  no)>ing/'  quap  pe  deuel  :  "  scliulde  fram  mi  peer 

So  wel  as  ))urf  his  passioun  :  pat  )7U  nemnedest  er." 

U  per  lurnede  )>i8  holi  man  :  as  we  mowe  ek  echon, 

Id  whiche  manere  we  mowe  best  :  pe  deuel es  poer  forgoo,  312 

For  he  hatie])  godes  passioun  :  as  man  doJ>  his  fon,] 

[fol.  ISS] 

And  3 wane  men  it  babbuth  in  muynde  :  he  mot  fleo  a-non. —       314 

Euerech  tyme  of  daye  and  ny3ht  :  seint  Eadmund  him  gan  bi-seo 

])at  he  di^hte  wel  to  godes  wille  :  ]7at  he  nolde  idel  beo ; 

OpMT  he  was  in  is  oresones  :  opiit  at  is  bok, 

Of ur  he  ,Et.  ojjur  slep  :  ofur  to  ojjur  fingus  he  him  tok.  318 

J)reo  tymes  him  J)ou3te  fat  he  for-les  :  ^wene  he  cam  far-to : 

Jwane  he  rod,  and  jwaiie  he  slep  :  and  ^wane  he  .Et.  al-so ; 

For  he  nas  fanne  in  studie  :  ne  in  is  beden  no-f e-mo ; 

Ech  oJjur  tyme,  ase  liim  Jjou3te  :  to  sum  proii  him  scholde  go. —   322 

U  So  longue  j)at^  fis  guoJe  man  :  to  echc  holienesse  drou3,         » ai.mn. 

J)at  is  guodnesse  was  wide  couth  :  and  men  speken  far-of  i-novj. 

\)Q  beste  prechur  he  was  i-holde  :  fat  man  ou3ware  under-stod — 

For  ho-so  liath  with  him  godes  grace  :  is  dedo  mot  nede  beo  guod. 

So  fat  of  fe  Creoy eerie  :  f e  pope  sente  fram  rome 

To  f e  bischopus  of  Enguelond  :  fat  huy  ane  wise  man  nome         328 

For-to  prechi  of  f e  creoyccric  :  ase  ri3ht  was  for-to  do. 

Seint  Eadmund,  f e  liolic  man  :  i-chose  was  fare-to, 

To  preclii  of  f  e  creoicerie  :  a-boute  in  f  e  londe, 

J)at  men  wenden  to  Jerusalem  :  of  ur  senden  heore  sonde.  332 

IT  procracies  huy  3euen  him  also  :  ase  he  wende  a-boute, 

Of  pe?-sones  to  nime  largeliche  :  fat  non  nere  with-oute. 

bote  fat  nolde  he  do  for  nof ing  :  of  no  man  spence  take ; 

And  3wane  p?rsones  it  boden  him  :  he  it  wolde  for-sake.  336 

For  3  wane  ho  seruede  ore  louerd  crist  :  to  is  owene  spense  he  tok ; 


ST.  EDMUND   PERFORMS   MIRACLES   WHILE   HE  PREACHES   FOE  THE     441 

CRUSADE  AT  OXFORD  AND  ELSEWHERE. 

Of  persones  and  of  of  ur  men  :  ^iftus  be  fur-sok. 
U  he  ne  ferde  noujt  ase  )^is  Erccdeknes  :  ne  as  o])iire  na-)>e-ino, 
)pat  persones  and  {^eos  pouere  preostes  :  ouer-al  doth  f ol  wo ! —     340 
Ase  he  prechedo  a  day  :  of  pe  creoiz  wel  longue/ 
A  3ung  man  wende  armong  )^e  o)>are  :  ])e  creoiz  for- to  a-fongue.' 
A  womman  pat  him  louede  :  so  heo  i-saijh  ])i8, 
heo  hente  him  bi-hinde  faste  :  and  drov^  him  a-jein,  i-wis.  344 

U  Also  stif  ase  ani  hard  bord  :  hire  bond  bi-cam  a-non, 
])at  heo  uc  mi^hte  as  a-welde  :  no)>ur  senuwcs  ne  bon ; 
And  Jje  liond  was  al-so  fur-crokud.  :  heo  made  revlich  here. 
Soint  Eadmund  bi-heold  a-boute  :  and  axede  ^wat  it  were.  348 

**  Sire,  merci,"  quath  pia  womman  :  "  wrechchede  ich  am  i-novj  ! 
Ase  pis  jongue  man  wolde  take  J>e  croiz  :  a  luyte  ich  him  witli-drou^  : 
-^And  min  bond  is  al  for-croket  :  jware-with  ich  him  nam. 
In  alle  wrechhede  ich  am  i-broujht :  alas,  )»t  ich  here  cam  ! "      352 
U  **  Womman,"  qaath  fis  holie  man  :  "  wolt))u  f e  croiz  take  1 
"  Je,  louerd,"  he^  seide,  **  3if  ich  mijbte  :  i-nelle  hire  noajt  for-sake." 
pis  wumman  sat  a-doun  a-kneo  :  and  of  him  pe  creoiz  he^  nam  :  >  =  heo 
And  hire  crokede  bond  strei3hte  forth])  :  and  a-non-rijbt  hoi  bi-cnm ; 
heo  cride  and  hered  Ib^^u  crist.  :  )>is  was  couth  a-non ;  357 

For  ])is  miracle  pSLVQ  token  pQ  creoiz  :  pQ  mo  wel  mani  on. — 
U  In  a  time  at|)e  gang-dawes^  :  ))is  holie  man  al-so  >  ol  roueiMum 

prechede  a  day  at  Oxenford  :  ase  he  ofte  hadde  i-do,  360 

In  alle  halevyene  church-3erd  :  In  pe  nor))ure  side, 
with  pe  Baneres  at  ondeme  :  a-se  men  doth  a-londo  wel  wide. 
Ase  )>is  holie  man  with  al  ))is  folk  :  in  is  prechingue  was  best, 
]^at  lodlokeste  weder  ))at  mi^bte  beo  :  cam  al  fram  bi  west,  364 

Swart  and  dreok  ^  and  grislich  :  and  ouer-caste  al  ))ene  toun  ;   >  r.  deork 
j)e  wynd  blev^  al-so  swi|e  grisliche  :  ase  pe  world  scholde  al  a-douu ; 
So  deork  it  was  bi-come  al-so  :  J>at  men  mi^hte  vnnefe  i-se — 
Lodlokiir  wedur  ])ane  it  was  :  ne  mijhte  neuero  be.  368 

U  ))at  folk  for  drede  of  heore  clo))us  :  faste  bi-gonne  to  flea 
**  A-bidez,"  quath  pia  holie  man  :  "  ore  louerd  is  guod  and  freo. 
J)e  deuel  it  is  ))at  bringuth  ])i3  wedur  :  for-to  destourbi  godes  lore ; 
Ore  louerd  is  strengore  J>ane  he  :  ne  drede  ^e  eov  nou^t  to  sore  1 "  372 
he  bi-heold  upward  toward  god  :  and  ciide  him  milce  and  ore, 
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SALISBURY,  ETO.      HE  GIVES  AWAY   HIS   MONEY,  AND  EATS  LITTLB. 

J)at  he  schilde  hem  fram  pe  deueles  mi^bte  :  \)&i  he  ne  grefde  hem 

nammore. 
\)o  he  hadde  i-seid  jns  oresun  :  )>at  wedur  bi-gan  to  glide 
In  ])e  opnv  half  of  ])e  churche  :  al  in  ))e  sou]>ere  side ;  376 

J)aTe  it  bigan  to  falle  a-non  :  and  nolde  no  leng  a-bide, 
p&t  ynne])e  ))oru3h  ])e  heyje  stret  :  mi3hte  ani  man  go  o])ur  ride  — 
Ake  in  pe  northhalf  of  ])e  churche  :  p&ie  pis  holie  man  stod, 
Ne  fel  neuere  a  reynes  drope  :  for-to  destourbi  a  mannes  Mod ;     380 
In  pQ  southhalf  ))oru3  al  po  hei3e  strote  :  it  leide  on  for  wod, 
]?at  al  pQ  stret  a-watere  om  :  ase  it  were  a  gret  flod. 
IF  \)at  folk  ))at  fram  pe  prechingue  :  for  drede  of  pe  wedere  drov^ 
And  ])at  wenden  bi  pe  heije  strete  :  hadden  pai-oi  i-nov^;  384 

Ake  huy  ])at  bi-lefden  ])are  :  druyje  and  dene  were — 
louerd,  muche  is  ))i  mi3hte  !  :  and  fair  miracle  was  J>ere  ! — 
In  pe  toun  of  wyricestre  :  bi-tidde  ))at  selue  cas, 
Ase  ))i8  holie  man  seint  Eadmund  :  in  is  prechingue  was ;  388 

Swuch  wedur  fare  cam  ouer  him  :  he  drof  it  a-wey  al-so. 
Me  ))inchez,  ase  bi  is  line  :  fair  miracle  it  was  i-do ! — 
IF  So  wide  sprong  is  guode  los  :  a-boute,  feor  and  ner, 
J)at  men  ne  hulden  noujt  in  engelonde  :  of  gaoduesse  is  per.         392 
At  salesburi  he  was  i-maket  :  Canoun  seculer ; 
prouendes  of  churches^  he  hadde  :  and  was  tresurer. 
))o  he  was  auauncet  so  :  he  tolde  far-of  ful  luyte,     » a/.proncndreof  |>ehou8 
he  spendede  a-boute  on  pouere  Men  :  fat  ofure  duden  in  pruyte ;  396 
he  spendede  so  muche  for  godes  loue  :  in  is  almes-dede 
J)at  viinefe  he  mi^hte  mid  is  rentes  :  half  3er  is  hous  lede, 
H  To  Jje  Abbeye  of  stanle  :  he  wende  swife^  i-lome  ioi.j>anne 

And  suiournede  fare  for  defaute  :  for-to  is  crop  him  come —  400 

For  Maister  steuene  of  lexintone  :  fat  was  f o  Abbot  fere, 
his  desciple  hadde  i-be  :  f c  3wyle  huy  at  scole  were.  402 

his  fulle  .net.  he  neuere  mo  :  fat  ani  Man  mi3hte  i-seo, 
bote  ase  muche  ase  he  nede  moste  :  fet  wolde  in  ani  poynt  be;  [foi.  iss] 
Of  him  wondrede  euer-ech  Man  :  fat  isai3  him  ete, 
liov  lie  mi^hte  holde  is  lijf  :  with  so  luyte  mete.  406 

Of  guode  metes  ne  kepte  he  noujt  :  f  ei  men  it  wolde  him  bringue ; 
Jwat  lutlcs  it  was,  fat  he  et  :  was  al  of  grcto  f ingue. 


ST.  EDMCJND   IS  OHOSBN   ARCHBISHOP   OF  OANTERBUBY,  BUT      443 
TAKES   NO   HEED   OF  THE   TIDINGS. 

U  \)at  dai  )>at  be  masse  song  :  flechs  nolde  be  non, 

Ke  ])at  dai  next  bi-fore  :  for  man  j^at  mijbte  gon ;  410 

Fram  j>&t  Men  loke  allelaya  :  for-to  cam  estaiMlay, 

he  ne  .Et.  nought,  jmt  ])olede  deth  :  ase  muche  folk  isaijh, 

JSfe  in  fe  aduent  na-])o-mo.  :  ake  ])at  was  luyte  i-nov; 

A-^ein  is  o))ur  penaunce  :  \)B.t  be  al  day  forth  drovj. —  414 

U  Hit  bi-fel  peX  pQ  Erchebischop  :  of  caunterburi  was  ded : 

Seint  Eadmund  ])ar-to  was  chose  :  ase  Commuyn  nam  heore  red. 

\)o  pe  Eleccioun  was  i-maud  :  in  j>e  cbapitle  at  Caunterburi, 

A-non  buy  senden  heore  messagers  :  to  him  to  salesburL  418 

buy  wenden  toward  salesbury  :  ake  )>are  nas  he  noujt ; 

buy  founden  him  at  Calne  :  po  buy  longue  hadden  i-soujt. 

f  In  is  chaumbre  he  sat  priueliche  :  at  is  boke  ful  stiUe :    >  at  forto  wite 

No  man  ne  dorste  come  him  nei^h  :  to  letten  him  of  ^  is  will&      422 

Ake  na]>eles  on  pai  was  him  next :  ase  it  were  is  chaumberlein'i 

Guode  ti])ingue  he  |)0U3hte  him  bringue  :  and  ])arof  was  wel  fain  : 

he  tolde  him  ])at  he  was  ichose  :  Erchebischop  to  beo. 

\)\a  hob'e  man  gan  him  chide  fasto  :  and  hiet  him  fram  him  fleo,    426 

"  Be  stille,  pon  fol !  ich  bote  pQ "  :  he  seide,  *'  and  go  out  heonne 

a-non, 
Make  foste  pe  dore  aftur  pe  :  and  ne  lat  ])ou  no  man  in  gon 
Eor-to  lette  me  of  mi  studie  :  ake  lat  me  in  pays  beo ! "      >  ai,twr.mon. 
Of  ])at  ti))ingue  he  tolde  luyte  :  ase  J>are  men  mijten  i-seo.^  430 

IF  j)is  Messagers  bi-lefden  J>are  oute  :  and  carefole  weren  of  Jyou^ht, 
For  pe  day  passede  swij>e  :  and  heore  erinde  ne  duden  [buy]  noujbt. 
buy  wenden  for  heore  guode  ti))ingue  :  nobleliche  beon  onder-fonguo, 
For  ])e  muruj^e  of  is  semblaunt  :  ^uyt  |)are  hem  pon^htQ  longue !    434 
heore  3iftus  buy  mi^hten  epe  a-bere  :  pat  ))i3  holie  man  heom  caste ! 
buy  bi-menden,  and  it  of-j^ou^hte  heom  sore  :  heore  hi^ingue  ])uder  so 

faste.  436 

IF  he  ne  a-ros  nought  a  fote  fram.is  bok  :  are  god  pQ  tyme  sendo, 
Ase  he  was  an  o])ur  day  i-woned —  :  ake  forth])  )k)  ful  softe  he  wende. 
1^0  he  cam  out  of  is  chaumbre  :  pQ  messagers  come 
And  seiden  heore  erinde  hou  it  was.  :  )>ar-of  he  tok  luyte  gome.    440 
J)o  pe  lettres  weren  i-radde  :  "  beu  freres,"  he  sede, 
"  I-chuUe  loke  jwat  mine  felawes  :  of  ))iB  ^ing  wollcz  rede 


444      8T.    EDMUND    MOST    UNWILUNGLT    CONSENTS    TO    BE   ARCTIBI8H0P 
OF   OANTBRBUBT.      HE  CARES   FOB  POOR  BONDMEN. 

In  fe  chapiile  of  salesburi  :  ase  ri^ht  is  ]>ai  icli  do.*' 

buy  nadden  of  him  non  o])ur  word  :  ))0  it  alles  cam  ])ar-to. 

U  pe  chapiile  at  salesburi  :  i-liolde  was  plener ; 

Alle  l^e  chanouns  of  pe  ordre  :  ])adere  come  fer  and  ner,  446 

To  conseili  heom  of  J>is  ping,  :  pe  red  was  sone  i-take : 

Gladliche  at  one  worde  :  alle  buy  stoden  |)are-ate. 

"  buth  stille  1 "  quath  pe  guode  man  :  "  ^wat  schal  ])at  i-sed  1  [foi.  iss  b.] 

wuyr)^e  nam  ich  nou^t  ])ar-to  :  nimez  an  opuT  red !  "  450 

U  "  Certes,"  quath  f e  bischop  fo  :  and  pe  Canones  al-so, 

'^  ])ov  ne  mi3ht  nou3ht  beo  Jyare-ar^ein  :  )^ou  most  it  nede  do." 

Seint  Eadmund  seide  euere  nay  :  and  bi-gan  to  wepe  sore. 

\)e  Chanones  wepen  with  him  al-so  :  and  criden  cristes  ore ;  454 

To  is  fiet  buy  fuUen  arkneo  :  and  heolden  up  heore  honde 

And  beden  him  for  pe  loue  of  god  :  betere  him  under-stonde 

And  habbe  lenpe  of  holie  churche  :  and  of  him-sulf  al-so, 

And  ))enche,  ^wane  holie  churche  it  wolde  :  he  moste  it  nede  do.  458 

U  pe  bischop  also  weop  on  him  :  and  on  him  cride  faste, 

And  in  vertue  of  obedience  :  hiet  him  at  pe  laste 

J)at  he  ne  scholde  it  nou3ht  bi-leue  :  godes  wille  to  wurche 

And  beo  bou^sum  to  al  pe  lond  :  and  nameliche  to  holie  chui'che.  462 

po  bi-gan  J)is  holie  man  :  to  wepe  and  sike  sore ; 

"  Nov  god,"  he  seide,  "  us  3iue  is  grace  :  is  milce  and  eke  is  ore  ! 

H  And  ich  take  god  to  witnesse  :  and  ore  leuedi  al-so 

))at,  3if  ich  ne  wende  suneguy  dedliche  :  i-ne  scholde  it  neuere  do."  466 

J)o  buy  heorden  fis  word  of  him  :  loyfole  i-nou3  buy  were. 

And  nomen  him  up  with  ioye  i-nov  :  and  to  pe  hei3e  autere  him  here, 

And  *  Te  deum  laudamus '  songuen  :  swyfe  murie  aud  hei3e ; 

Euere  wep  pe  holio  Man  :  ase  pe  chanones  i-sei3e.  470 

U  So  fat  he  cam  to  caunturburi  :  and  dude  ase  rijt  was  fere. 

And  Erchebischop  was  i-maud  :  is  vnfonkes  fei  it  were. 

Ne  pari  no  man  far-of  esche  :  3we}jur  he  toke  on  wel  i-nou3 

And  wel  wiesede  holie  churche  :  and  to  eche  guodiiesse  d:ou3 !      474 

}if  is  lyf  was  holi  er  :  wel  betere  it  was  fo ; 

In  strong  penaunce  he  was  i-nov3  :  of  fastingue  and  ofur  wo. 

he  hadde  euere  of  selie  bonde-men  :  pite  and  deol  i-nov3, 

For  him  Jjou3te  fat  pe  hei3e  men  :  duden  hem  al  day  wouj. —       478 


ST.  EDMUND   GIVES   BACK   TO  A   WIDOW   HER   HERIOT-BEAST.     445 
KINO  HEN&T   BEGINS  TO  QUARREL   WITH   HIM. 

IF  In  a  time  on  of  is  pouere  Men  :  wende  of  lif-dawe, 

And  is  beste  best  to  heriet  :  men  broujte  him,  ase  it  was  lawe. 

po  cam  )>is  selie  mannes  wif  :  )>at  careful  wide  we  was, 

And  mette  with  J>is  holie  man  :  ase  ore  louerd  ^af  pat  cas :  482 

heo  cride  on  him  deolfuUiche  :  merci  and  is  ore, 

And  seide  him,  bote  ])at  o  best  :  luyte  guod  heo  hadde  more ; 

heo^  nuste  in  jwat  manere  :  ne  hou*  heo  mi3hte  line,         \  2/!toJllJ^i»e 

heo  bad  him  for  pe  loue  of  god  :  ]>at  best  ar^ein  hire  jiue.  486 

U  "  Guode  womman,"  seide  fe  holie  man  :  "  fou  wost  wel  hou  it  is, 

p&t  pot  chief  louerd  habbe  pe  beste  ayjte  :  3 wane  is  man  is  ded,  i-wis." 

To  is  clerkes  he  seide  a-latyn  :  |)at  pe  widewe  it  ne  undernstod : 

"  Me  ))inchez  it  a  IvLpva  lawe  :  and  no))ur  rightful  ne  guod.  490 

j)\a  guode  wif  hath  i-lore  hire  louerd  :  ])at  al  hire  guod  forhtJ>  drou3, 

And  to  leose  J>are-aftur  ire^  beste  best :  me  ])inchez  it  is  wouj ;  ^  orig.it 

In  ]>at  on  were  lure^  i-nonj  :  ])ei  heo  ne  lore  ])at  op\iT  al-so.    iorig.iu)>ar 

f)e  deueles  lawe  it  is  of  helle  :  and  ))oru3h  god  nenere  i-do.   [foi.  wi]  494 

f  **  Guode  wif,"  he  seide,  **  ^if  ich  [J>e]  take  :  a-jein  J>i  best  to  lone, 

Woltf ou  it  witie  to  mine  bi-hoffe  :  for-to  ich  it  axi  ef trsone  1 " 

"  Je,^  sire,"  quath  pe  widewe  :  "  god  3elde  pe  fin  ore  T*  1  oa  a  ^e 

J)e  widewe  nam  hom  hire  best :  and  ne  3eld  it  him  nammore.        498 

])is  Auntur  bi-fel  ofte  8i))e  :  3wane  men  him  wolden  bidde  0U3t ; 

heriot  of  pouere  men  :  he  ne  wilnede  ri3ht  nou3ht.— > 

U  We  ne  mowen  rikeni  nou3t^  :  alle  is  guode  dedes.  1  a/,  nowhar  nej 

For  euere  in  strong  penaunce  i-nou3  :  is  lif  he  gan  lede,  502 

And  treuliche  heold  up  holi  churche  :  and  wuste  hire  fram  ech  W0U3. 

])are-fore  hadde  ])e  deuel  of  helle  :  to  him  onde  i-nou3  : 

he  bi-gan  for-to  a-rere  contek  :  bi-tweone  him  a-non 

And  pe  king  hanri  )>at  was  ))o  :  pe  kingues  sone  loan.  50G 

pe  king  and  muche  del  of  is  folk  :  a-3ein  holie  churche  was, 

Ase  king  henri,  is  graunt-sire  :  hadde  a-3ein  seint  Thomas; 

And  ))at  co'ient  of  caunturburi  al-so  :  ar3ein  him  hul[d]  wel  faste ; 

Ofte  huy  nomen  louedai  :  ake  ])et  contek  euere  i-laste.  510 

U  A  legat  was  ))0  in  engelonde  :  ))at  a-3ein  him  was  al-so. 

Ake  studefast  was  euere  {^is  holie  man  :  ))ei  he  luyte  help  hadde  ]>ar-to. 

huy  ne  mitten  a-cordi  for  no-))ing  :  ake  pe  lengore  pe  worse  it  was ; 

Ake  euere  nam  p\s  holie  man  :  ensaumplo  of  seint  thomas.  514 


446    ST.  EDMUND  OUB8S8  ALL  WHO  WAB  AGAINST  TfiB  OHUROH. 
HB  IS  HBABTBNXD  BY  BKKKT  IN  A  VISION. 

Wei  of  te  he  bad  )k)  kingne  and  his  :  )if  it  were  heoie  wille, 

JM  huy  Be  weorredeu  uou^t  a-jein  hoii  churche^  :  ake  latea  Mre  beo 

Stille  taf:H.6li.toiraiTlao)( 

Ib  hire  frauncbise  aBd  iB  pays :  ase  beo  badde  i-beo  ^are. 

pe  king  ^tBede  ^ne  bolie  msB  :  bole  he  bi-lefde  is  fare.  518 

V*Oi]fi  Jnetningae  ich  teU^lnyte  "  :  seide  ^is  bolie  man, 

"  For  )if  ]K)a  me  drifst  out  of  ^i  loBd  :  an  ojiur  red  ich  caB : 

Ich  can  rede  at  paiys  :  ase  ich  are  ))is  babbe  i-do. 

And  )iare-with  wiime  me  mete  i-BOV)  :  and  do|)ingae  al-sa  522 

3if  fon  me  dest  to  deipe  bringue  :  yon  paist  me  wel  i-aov) ; 

)>0B  Be  mi^btest  doB  me  bob  more  boBOor  :  (laBe  slaa  me  )K>ru3  pi 

WOB}," 

IF  3uyt  oft,  ase  he  ofte  dude  liopQ  king  be  seBde ; 
ABd  be  answeiede  pe  leng  pQ  wors  :  and  Bo-|)ing  nolde  armeBde.   526. 
))o  J)is  bolie  maB  i-sai)h  :  peA  bob-o^  it  Bolde  beo, 
))oro)b  boli  cboiche  be  gsB  to  %bte  :  aBd  arcorsede  alle  |>eo 
IM  weonedeB  arjeiB^  pe  oburcbe  of  oauBturbori  :  aBd  with  on-ri^bte 
duden  scbame ;  >  oi.  om. 

And  some  Jiat  he  gulti  waste  :  be  armansede  bi  name.  530 

IF  To  pe  king  aBd  to  is  conseil :  pia  word  wel  sobs  droo). 
Ke  pari  bo  maB  osche  :  vrepur  bnv  weren  wro))o  i-noy^  ! 
]pare  was  ))retningue  and  bost  i-nov^. :  seint  Eadmund  heold  him  stille* 
And  stifliche  heold  forth  pe  sentence  :  and  liet  heom  speke  heore  wiUe. 
Seint  Thomas  cam  and  spak  with  him  :  and  gostlicho  fram  heouene 

a-]i3hte, 
An  J  bad  him  beo  stif  and  studefast :  to  holde  up  pe  churches  rijbte, 
And  for  non  eor)>elich  anuy  :  ne  for  de)>e,  ne  flechchie  nought, 
Ake  nime  ansaumplo  of  him  and  opxire  :  peA  so  deore  as  badde 
a-bou^t  [» foi.  184  b.]         538 

U  Seint  Eadmund  feol  ardoun  arkneo  :  and  is  hondene  heold  up  al-so^ 
To  cusse  pia  bolie  mannes  fiet  :  ake  he  ne  moste  it  nought  do. 
Jjo  bi-gan  he  to  weope  sore  i-nov^  :  and  seide  "louerd,  fin  ore !" 
"  beo  stille,"  quath  seint  Thomas  to  him  :  "  and  ne  weop  }k)u  so  non- 
more  !  542 
Jwi  wilnestfou  to  cusse  mine  fietl  ;  it  nere  pe  no  ri3ht  to  do, 
j)o\i  schalt  newene  ])ine  wille  habbe  :  and  cusse  mine  mouth  al-so." 


ST.  EDMUND   GOBS   TO   PONTIGNY  IX   FRANCE,  BUT  HAS  TO  CHANGE   447 
FOB  BETTER  AIR.      HIS   DEATH   DRAWS   NIGH. 

U  Seint  Eadmund  aftur  fulke  tyine  :  studefast  was  i-novj, 

To  deije  rafur  for  holie  churche  :  fane  men  duden  hire  any  wovj.  546 

he  ])0ii3hte  muche  on  seint  Thomas  :  fat  out  of  londe  wende 

J)e  jwyle  fe  kyng  was  in  mest  wrathjje  :  3  if  he  wolde  oujt  amende : 

Of  him  he  nam  ensaumple  :  and  priueliche  i-nov3 

he  wende  out  of  Enguelonde  :  and  into  Fraunce  he  drou^.  550 

And  ])0U3hte  he  was  at  pounteneye  :  avnpe  faire  under-fongue 

And  isusteyned  in  his  anuy  :  ];at  i-laste  longue ; 

f  Also  steuene  of  langnetone  :  f&t  Erchebischop  was, 

Six  jer  he  was  at  pounteneye  :  in  ]>at  sulue  cas.  554 

])o^  ))at  seint  Eadmund  under^tod  :  of  is  Auncetres  i-nowe,        >  a/,  m 

3wane  huy  weren  in  contek  for  holie  churche  :  to  pounteneye  heom 

drowe : 
Also  dude  seint  Eadmund —  :  to  pounteneye  he  wende, 
For-to  a-bide  pQ  stat  of  holie  churche  :  jwane  ore  louerd  it  wolde 

amende.  558 

honoured  he  was  faire  i-nov  :  of  alle  fsi  )>are  were, 
And  euere  a-bod  a-mendement  :  fram  jere  to  3ere. 

U  Hit  bi-fel,  ase  god  wolde  :  pat  seint  Eadmund  at])e  laste  langor. 

Fielde  is  bodi  heui  i-novj  :  and  fieblede  §^pQ  faste ;  562 

So  longue,  ])at  he  was  so  feble  :  p&t  men  ne  radde  him  nou3ht 

beo  J>ere, 
Ake  for-to  soiomi  elles>3ware  :  ]>are  betere  eir  to  him  were. 
\)\a  holie  man  is  Icue  nam  :  elles-3wodere  to  wiende ; 
\)e  Monekes  mauden  so  muche  deol  :  ])at  pBx-oi  nas  non  ende.       566 
U  "  beth  stille,"  quat  fis  holie  man  :  "  for  ichulle  foru  alle  fing 
Comen  hidere  a3ein  to  eou  :  a-seint  Eadmundes  day  pe  kyng." 
Louerd,  in  swuche  siknesse  :  wuch  a  word  ]>at  was  i-seid  I 
Ake,  3wane  he  ne  mi3hte  bi  is  liue  :  forewar[d]  he  heold  heom  ded  I 
Forth  he  wende  with  is  men  :  ])udere  ase  guod  eir  were : 
To  J)e  toun  of  Soy  si  :  and  bi-lefde  fere.  572 

f  So  longue  so  it  was,  fare  he  eode  :  in  grete  siknesse  i-nov3, 
So  longue  fat  he  lay  a-doun  :  and  toward  fe  defe  drov3.  574 

So  fat  he  Axcde  ore  louerdes  flechs  :  and  it  was  him  i-brou3l]t. 
he  sat  and  bi-heold  it  faste  i-nou3  :  in  gret  studie  and  in  f on3ht, 
Longue  are  he  seide  ani  word  :  and  f  o  spak  he  wel  inliche  : 


448     ST.   EDMUND   GETS   MERRIER  AS   HE   DRAWS   NEARER  DEATH. 
HIS  GUTS  ARE  BURIED  WHERE   HE  DIES,  HIS  BODY  AT  FONTIGNT. 

**louerd,"  he  seide,  "fou  it  art  :  fat  ich  habbe  i-loued  treweliche, 
H  And  treweliche  on  fe  ich  [habbe]  bi-leue[d]  ^  :  and  i-preched  of  fe 

al-S  J,  1  a/.  bUeoad,  Ich  habbe  om. 

And  J)ou  treweliche  at  min  ende-day  :  art  i-come  me  to.  580 

Ich  take  ]>e,  louerd,  to  witnesse  :  f e  jwyle  ich  habbo  on  vr])e  i-beo, 
))at  i-ne  wilnede  iieuere  afiur^  no-fiug  on  vrj^e  :  luuerd,  so  muche  ase 

afturi  J)e."  i  at.  om.    582 

A, .  louerd,  ])at  it^  was  an  hei3h  word  :  and  he  p&t  so  sede         >  at.  |>u 
Guod  and  holi  moste  he  be  :  and  swi))e  holi  lif  lede  I  tfoi-issj 

J)o  he  haddo  i-nome  ore  louerdes  flechs  :  he  sat  longue  in  Jjon^hto, 
And  al  lei3hinde  on  Englichs  :  ))eo8  wordes  forth  he  broujhte :      586 
"  Men  seggez  j^at  game  goth  in  wombe  :  ake  i  segge  game  goth  iu 

heorte."^  lAr.om.  ? 

Of  ore  louerd  pai  he  hadde  i-nome  :  wel  loyf id  he  was  ])o, 
And  al  is  game  was  in  is  heorte —  :  for  is  bodi  was  f ul  of  wo. 
)pe  more  is  bodi  i-pined  was  :  ))e  ner  he  was  pen  ende ;  590 

And  po  is  ende-day  was  i-come  :  he  wusto  3wodere  wiende. 
IF  Euere  pe  more  pai  he  was  :  in  sicknesse  and  in  wo, 
pe  gladdore  he  was,  for  he  waste  :  ^wodere  he  scholde  go, 
And  ))e  more  he  was^  in  loye  :  and  pe  muregore  him  gan  like.      594 
Men  nuste  him  nought  enes  ligge  ardoun  :  to  groni  ne  to  siche,  '  a/,  loj 
Ake  euere  he  sat  glad  i-noii^  :  and  lenede  al-so  wel  ofte 
Opon  clofes  ofur  open  is  bond  :  and  deide  faire  and  softe. 
Fair  seinblaunt  he  maude  i-nov^  :  ase  he  drov  to  pen  ende ;  598 

In  fe  nioreweningue  ase  J?  e  sonne  a-ros  :  out  of  fis  world  he  gan  wiende. 
U  He  deide  twelf  hundred  ^er  :  and  to  and-fourti  ri3ht 
Aftur  fat  ore  swete  louerd  :  in  is  moder  was  a-li3lit. 
Men  leten  openi  him  a-non  :  &  is  goitus  take  602 

And  burie  heom  fare  ase  he  was  ded  :  in  fe  Munstre  of  seint  lake ; 
Men  nomen  is  holie  bodi  :  and  wel  faire  gunne  it  lede 
To  pQ  Abbeye  of  pounteneye  :  ase  he  hira-sulf  er  sede. 
A-seint  Eadmundus  dai  pc  king  :  fudere  he  was  i-brou3lit —  606 

he  heold  pa  Monekes  foreward  :  and  ne  failede  heom  nou3ht : 
U  For  J)o  he  ne  cam  nou3ht  a-liue  a3ein  :  ded  he  dude,  i-wis ! 
And  fare  he  was  i-brou3ht  on  vrf e  :  and  i-schrined  al-so  ho  is ; 
he  lith  fare  faire  i-nov3  :  and  with  gret  honour  al-so.  610 


ST.    MARTIN    GOES    TO    BATTLE    WHEN    16.       HE    GIVES    A    BEGGAR      449 
HALF  HIS   CLOAK,  AND  TURNS   CHRISTIAN   AT   18.      THEN   HE   FIGHTS. 

Maui  is  fe  faire  Miracle  :  ])at  god  bath  for  him  i-do. 

Nou  god  for  ]>e  loue  of  him  :  and  fat  us  deore  hou3hte,  612 

To  ))ulke  hlisse  us  hringue  :  pat  he  is  soule  brou3hte.     AmeN 

64    [Hartyn] 

SEint  Martyn  was  i-bore  :  in  pe  londe  of  sabarie ; 
Wei  jong  he  was  i-noriced  :  in  pe  londe  of  papie. 
A  noble  kny3ht  is  fadur  was  :  and  Maister  of  pe  fierde^ 
Vnder  Costantyn  pe  Aumperour  :  and  al  is  .Ost.  he  stierde.  4 

For^  into  batayJe  ho  broujhte  is  30ungue  sone  :  far-of  him  to  lere. 
None  heorte  naddc  he  f er-to  :  for  buy  he]>ene  were ;         »  oz.  am.,  r.  forth? 
bis  heorte  bar  him  euei*o  to  lesu  crist  :  ]>ei  he  i-cmtncd  nere, 
he  i-sai3h  fat  heore  bi-leue  nas  nau3ht  :  fat  buy  bi-lefden  fere.         8 
U  To  churche,  fo  he  was  Twelf  3er  old  :  stilleliche  he  wende 
And  bi-biet  ore  louerd  cristine  to  beo  :  3waTio  he  f e  time  hun  sonde. 
U  j)G  Aumperour  het^  into  al  fat  lond  :  to  euereche  olde  kni3te  i  ^g  ,J^p 
])at  heore  sones  scholden  into  batayle  comen  :  and  for  heore  fadercs 
fi3hte.  12 

So  fat  fe  3iingue  seiut  Martin  :  nas  bote  of  fiftene  jer 
po  he  [f e  armos]  ^  in  echo  bataile  :  for  is  fadcre  ber.  i  om. 

A  winter  ase  f  is  child  rod  :  bi  fe  weye  al  one, 
A  Miseise  man  he  mettc  naked  :  sore  sike  and  grone.      [fouusb.]     16 
Seint  Martyn  drov3  out  is  swerd  :  ase  we  findeth  in  fe  bok,^     tMs.bok« 
And  carf  is  Mantel  half  a-to  :  and  f e  pouere  Manne  it  bi-tok. 
U  Sone  aftur-ward,  ase  he  bi-heold  :  to-ward  heouene  an  hei3h, 
with  is  halue  Mantel  i-heled  :  ore  louerd  crist  he  8ei3h :  20 

**  lo/'  he  seide  to  is  Aungles  :  "  fis  ne  worth  me  nou3ht  bi-reued; 
!Martin,  fat  is  hefene  3uyt  :  here-with  me  hath  bi-weued." 
po  Martin  fis  i-herde  :  and  ore  louerd  he  saijh  fere, 
Glad  ne  blif  e  nolde  he  beo  :  are  he  i-crtstned  were.  24 

U  Ei3htetene  3er  he  was  old  :  f  o  he  i-cristned  was ; 
j)&t  ho  hadde  so  longue  a-bide  :  ofte  he  seide  alas. 
Ake  al  f e  to  3er  f  are-afturward  :  in-to  batailes  he  wende 
For  is  fader  wide  a-boute  :  ase  fe  Aumperor  him  sende.  28 

hit  bi-fel  of  a  grct  bataile  :  fat  f e  Aumperor  hadde  i-nome, 
he  bet  alle  is  kuy3htes  in  is  lond  :  fat  huy  scholden  to  him  come ; 

LEGENDS   OF   SAINTS.  G  G 


450      ST.    MARTIN    REFUSES    TO    FIGHT    MORE.       HE    GOES    INTO    BATTLE 
unarmed;    TURNS  MONK,  AND   IS  CAPTURED  BT  OUTLAWS. 

he  het^  Martyn  with  heoin  wende  :  and  Armure  with  him  take. 

"  Certes,  sire/'  Martin  seide,  "  ))ine  Armes  ich  habbe  for-sake,        32 

U  Ich  am  lesu  cristes  kny3ht  :  and  so  ich  habbe  i-beo  longue,  >  oHg.hiet 

And  none  of  ure  Armes  bote  his  :  i-nelle  vnder-fongue." 

**Ei,  couward,"  seide  fe  Aamperour  :  "  noufe  fon  sparest  for  fere 

For-to  fi^hte  with  fine  felawes  :  ase  fi  ri3te  were  1 "  36 

"  Sire,"  seide  Martin  J)o  :  "  J>e  sojje  fou  schalt  i-se, 

Of  fine  Armes  ne  kepe  i  nought  :  ake  fe  furste  ichulle  beo 

Al  one  bi-fore  al  fi  folk  :  naked  to  fe  bataile ;  39 

Mine  louerdes  mi^hte  f  ou  schalt  i-seo  :  for  he  me  nele  noujt  faile." 

U  \)o  fat  ferd  al-jare  was  :  seint  Martin  wende  a-non 

Vn-armed  with  is  swerd  a  drawe  :  among  alle  is  fon. 

)po  he  a-mong  hem  was  i-come  :  fare  nas  of  hem  nou3ht  on 

)}at  mi3hte  ani  more  hebbe  up  is  bond  :  fane  it  were  a  ston ;  44 

buy  3olden  him  f e  maistrio  a-non  :  bote  fat  he  hi  hem  a-liue. 

Seint  Martin  clepede  is  felawes  :  and  het  hem  hom  wel  bliue. 

"  Sire  Aumperour,"  he  seide,  "  noufe  fou  sixt  :  jwuch  is  mi  louerdes 

mi3hte ; 
Are  )e  alle  it  hadden  f  ar-to  i-brou3ht  :  longue  je  mosten  fi3hte !       48 
U  Nov  fou  hast  alle  fine  fon  i-wonne  :  fonke  god,  and  nou3ht  me, 
And  haue  guod  day,  for  i-neUe  :  no  lengore  serui  f  e." 
he  nam  is  leue  and  wende  forth  :  — ho  nolde  no  leng  a-bide — 
To  fe  holie  bischop  hyllari  :  fat  wonede  fare-bi-side.  52 

Of  him  he  was  i-maud  a-colite  :  and  dude  al  bi  is  rode. 
Ore  louerd  cam  to  him  a  ni3ht  :  and  fees  wordes  to  him  seide : 
IT  "  Ich  bote  fe,  Martin,  fat  fou  go  :  wcl  ofte  to  fine  kunne. 
And  spec  with  hem,  3if  fov  mi3ht  :  bringue  hem  out  of  sunne  ;      56 
J)ei  fat  huy  hef ene  been  :  ne  let  heom  nou3ht  fare-fore. 
For  ech  guod  man  schal  Anouri  f  it  kun  :  fat  he  was  of  i-bcre. 
Ake  grot  a-nuy  fov  schalt  habbe  :  f e  3wile  fou  gest  a-boute ; 
J5e  3wylo  fou  mine  grace  hast  :  fe  farf  no-wi3ht  doute."  60 

))is  guode  Man,  ase  ore  louerd  him  het  :  to-ward  is  kun  wende.^ 
Strongue  outlawes  bi  f  e  wei  he  mette  :  heore  bouwes  sone  huy  bende, 
})ls  guode  man  huy  nonien  :  and  maden  him  mani  a  wounde,    [foi.  i86] 
Forth  huy  ladden  him  for-to  sle  :  is  hondene  faste  i-bounde.  64 

\)Q  outlawes  axedo  him  3if  he  were  :  so  sore  a-drad  euere. 


ST.    MARTIN    CONVERTS    THE    OUTLAWS,    AND    HIS    OWN    MOTHER.       451 
HE   RAISES    A   DEAD   MAN   TO   LIFE,  AND   IS   MADE  BISHOP   OF   TOURS. 

"  Nai,  certes,"  quath  fis  holie  man  :  "  fat^nas  ich  neuere.     ^  at.  •oitikw 

IF  Ore  louerdes  lieP  was  euere  neijh  :  fe  manne  fat  was  in  care : 

So  inuche  is  far-to  min  hope  :  fat  i-ne  rechche  hou  ich  fare."  68 

Of  Ih6«u  crist  he  tolde  so  :  with  heoni  fat  liim  nome, 

J3at  huy  ful  sone  letjn  him  go  :  and  cristine  for  him  bi-come. 

Ase  fis  guode  Man  eode  forth  al  one  :  f e  deuel  a-^ein  him  cam ; 

In  faire  manere  he  axede  him  :  3Wodere  fcne  wei  he  nam.  72 

]^is  guode  Man  seide,  ^  ichulle  go  :  ase  mi  louerd  wole  lede  me." 

**  Jwodere  fou  go,"  fe  ofur  seido  :  "  fe  deuel  wole  a^ein  f  j  beo." 

U  "  }e,"  seide  fis  guode  Man  :  "  f ou  most  wel  al-so ; 

For  3 wane  ore  louerd  is  min  help  :  i-ne  rechche  3\vat  ofure  do."      76 

))is  guode  Man  eode  a-mong  is  freond  :  is  moder  cristine  he  made ; 

his  fadnr  nolde  cristine  be  :  for  al  fat  huy  him  bcde. — 

Scint  Marlin  fond  a  3ong  man  ded  :  fat  swif e  wel  with  him  was, 

])at  bi-Iefde  on  ore  louerd  for  him  :  ake  i-cristned  nou^t  he  nas.       80 

IF  Gret  deol  made  f  is  holie  man  :  fat  he  nadde  ibe  i-cristned  er : 

To  is  burieles  he  eode,  and  bad  for  him  :  and  weop  wel  mani  a  ter. 

J3e  dede  Man  bi-gan  a-non  :  fram  def  e  arise  to  liue  ;  83 

"  Martin,"  he  seido, "  i-hcred  beo  fou  :  and  ore  louerdes  woundes  fine  1 

Mi  soulc  was  to  hellc  i-lad  :  ase  alle  beoth  of  oure  kuynde, 

Ake  tweye  Aungles  f oru^  godes  grace  :  haddcn  me  in  muynde 

And  sciden  ore  louerd  fat  ich  hadde  :  ouwer  desciple  i-beo ; 

Jjare-fore  ore  louerd  me  dude  a-rise  :  for  f e  honour  of  fe  88 

And  dude  mi  soule  to  mi  bodi  :  for  fi  loue  hider  bringue. 

Cristine-dom  par  charite  :  ich  esche  bi-fore  alle  fingue." 

U  Gret  loye  hadde  f  is  holie  Man  :  of  f  is  swete  cas ; 

he  nolde  depart!  f mm  him  nought  :  are  he  i-cristned  was. —  92 

))at  folk  nam  sethf e  seint  Martin  :  for  he  was  so  guod. 

And  maden  him  bischop  of  turoyne  :  muche  a-^ein  is  mod. 

To  mile  with-oute  f o  cite  :  an  Abbeye  he  liet  a-rere ; 

FouT^score  Monekes  of  guode  Hue  :  him-sulf  he  dude  fere.  96 

with  heom  he  wonede  al  in  pays  :  ase  he  heore  soueren  were ; 

he  ne  wende  nou3ht  out  bote  ^wane  it  neod  was  :  fat  folk  for-to  lere. — 

If  So  holi  lif  seint  Martin  ladde  :  fat  he  hadde  to  is  heste       >  •  v.  om. 

Fuyr.,  and  treo.,  and  fe  kuynde  of  worm  :  of  foules  and  of  beste. 

^A  strong  wind  blev^  a  fuyr  :  fat  to  seint  Martines  house  it  wende, 

0  0   2 


452      ST.  MARTIN   HAS  POWER  OVER   FIRK,  OVER  TREES,  AND  VENOMOUS 
WORMS,    BIRDS   (dOVE-DAPPERS),    AND   BEASTS   (dOGB). 

And  are  J^is  guode  man  it  onder-3ete  :  i-bamd  was  ))at  on  ende. 

Seint  Martyn  hiet  a-godes  name  :  fat  fuyr  a-jein  wiende : 

For  is  hesto  fat  fuyr  flev^  :  a-non  a-^ein  fe  wynde  104 

To  fe  stude  fare  it  cam  f ram  :  and  ne  bi-lefde  no-wijht  bi-hinde, 

And  dude  a-3ein  f e  kuynde  of  fuyre  :  a-jein  f e  wynde  to  fle.  [foi.  i86  b.] 

Jjare  was  i-sene  fat  fuyr  ne  mijhte  :  a-^eiu  is  heste  be. — 

H  To  is  heste  he  hadde,  ase  ich  seide  er  :  fe  kuynde  of  fe  tre,      108 

Ase  je  mouwen  bi  a  fair  miracle  :  of  him  nouf  o  i-seo. 

On  a  dai  ase  he  stod  under  a  treo  :  to  prechi  godes  la  we, 

j)e  liifere  men  fat  fare-bi  stoden  :  f ou3hten  him  bringue  of  dawc  : 

buy  gunne  sawie  fat  treo  a-to  :  to- ward  fis  holie  Manne,  112 

pat  it  Bcholde  ouer-falle  him —  :  for  fare  nadde  he  freond  nanne. 

j3orn3  noyse  of  f  e  crake3iugue  :  f  e  guode  man  i-hcorde 

J)at  fut  treo  fel  touward  him.  :a-}ein  wel  sone  he  it  cherde ; 

IT  he  het  fat  treo  a-godes  name  :  opward  a-jein  tuyrne.  116 

bat  treo  a-ros  up-rijht  i-nou3h  :  for  it  nolde  is  heste  werne, 

And  ouer-fuH  in  fat  ofur  side  :  [mjanie^  of  is  fon.  J  Hi!  witT**** 

huy  fat  leouoden,  lieten  heom  sone  :  cristni  euerech-on. —  119 

\)e  worm  dude  is  heste  al-so.  :  for  ase  he  cam  bi  a  wateres  brimme, 

A  lodlich  Naddre  he  i-saijh  :  stifliche  a^ein  him  come  swymme. 

"  Ich  bote  f e,"  seide  fis  holie  ^lan  :  "  fat  f ov  a^einwaixl  wcnde, 

A[n]t  fat  foil  neuercft  hero  ne  come  :  ne  nou3werc  in  fis  enile." 

pis  worm  turncde  a-3en  a-non  :  ase  fis  holie  ^fan  him  het,  124 

And  swam  in-to  an  ofur  lond  :  and  f ulke  coutrei3e  fur-let. — 

H  Foules  duden  is  heste  also.  :  for  on  a  time  ase  he  gan  gon, 

ho  sai^h  douedoppene  fisches  cacliche  :  and  swolewen  heom  in  a-non. 

"  Alas  !  "  seide  fis  guode  man  :  "  fis  is  fe  feondes  manere  :  128 

Gultlese^  fingus  and  vnwarre  :  to  cachclien,  ase  huy  doth  here, 

And  fing  fat  non  harm  ne  doth  :  bote  wenth  in  pay[s]  to  boo ; 

So  farez  fe  deuel,  a-waytez  cuere  :  for-to  he  is  prei3e  i-seo." 

he  hot  fje  foules  a-godes  name  :  ech-one  fannes  teo     *  ms.  guitieaw    132 

And  fat  huy  scholden  in-to  wildernesse  :  out  of  fat  watere  fleo, 

Jjat  liny  neuei'ef[t]  fai'o  ne  comen  :  gultlese  fingues  to  take. 

Jpis  foult's  a-noji  with  fis  word  :  awei  huy  gonne  schake. — 

11  bestes  duden  al-so  is  heste.  :  for  ase  he  wende  a-boute,  136 

Aftur  ane  hare  he  sai3li  vrnc  :  grelioundes  a  gret  route ; 


ST.    MARTIN     MAKES    GREYHOUNDS    STOP    HUNTING    A    HARE,    AND       453 
SENDS   THE   DEVIL   OUT   OF  A   MAD   COW.      HE   IS    THE   APOSTLES*   PEER. 

"  Alas,"  he  seido,  "  fis  sell  best  :  fat  no-fing  ne  doth  a-mis ! 
Jjis  foule  houndes  it  wollez  to-drawe  :  gultles  ase  it  is." 
he  bet  }>e  grehoundes  a-bide  a-non  :  and  ue  do  }>at  best  no  wo ;      1 40 
buy  at-stunten  a-non,  and  eoden  a-^ein  :  and  lieten  |)at  best  forth  go.^ 
U  Or  atyme  kene  houndes  comen  :  arboute  one  of  is  manne  ;  \^J^^^  ^'^' 
he  ne  mi^hte  him  wite^  so  kene  buy  were  :  ne  help  nadde  he  nannd : 
"  Ich  bote  eov,"  ho  seide,  '*  a-godes  name  :  and  on  seint  Marti  nes 
al-so,  144 

f)SLt  ^e  me  laten  a-pais  wcnde  :  Miu  erinde  for-to  do." 
pe  houndes  a-non  with  j^at  word  :  bi-gonne  to  stonde  stille, 
And  wenden  euerech  in  is  wey  :  to  do  seint  Martiues  wille. 
IT  A  kov  al-so  J>at  was  gidi  :  a-boute  om  in  Jje  londe,  148 

)}at  fule  men  slov,  and  bestes  al-so  :  ^warc  heo  fond  anie  stonde ; 
hire  ne  mi3hte  no-fing  atstonde  a-^ein  :  so  strong  fat  foule  fing  was. 
A-3ein  seint  Martin  heo  cam  eome  :  ase  ore  loucrd  ^af  fat  cas ;  crui.  ibtj 
Sore  weren  is  Men  a-dradde.  :  f  is  gnode  Man  hire  bet  a-non  152 

A-godes  name  stonde  stille  :  and  [n]ane^  fot  forfere  gon.  *  Hs.ane 

)pat  best,  f  ei  it  gidi  were  :  a-non  it  gau  a-bide. 
Seint  Martin  fene  deuel  i-sai^  :  o|K>n  hire  rugge  ride.  155 

IF  "J?ov  hifere  fing,  jwat  dostfov  fer]  :  for  eucre  fou  dost  to  quede. 
3wy  trauailest  fou  fat  selie  best  :  fat  ne  loueth  no  misdede? 
A-corscde  f  ing,  f ou  wend  a-wei  :  ne  cum  nei3h  hire  non-more  ! " 
pe  deuel  wende  arwei  a-non  :  3eollindc  suyf  e  sore — 
he  moste  nede  is  heste  do  :  ase  wel  ase  f  c  kov.  160 

j5o  heo  of  him  deliured  was  :  ase  30  i-hcreth  hov, 
Mildeliche  heo  code  to  seint  Marty n  :  to  is  fct  heo  feol  a-kneo  a-non, 
And  schok  hire  heued,  to  fonki  him  :  he  nolde  fram  him  gon. 
H  Seint  Martin  hire  bet  a-risen  up  :  and  to  ire  felawes  wendo.       164 
heo  lottede  on  him  and  code  forth  :  bom  to  ire  owene  ende. — 
Seint  Martin  was  apostlene  pier  :  for  fc  holie  gost  a-li3hte 
In  him  ase  in  fe  Apostles  :  in  founne  of  fuyr  wel  bri9hte. 
A  dai  ase  fis  guode  Man  sat  :  allono  in  is  cclle,  168 

his  priue  Men  a-biden  him  f  are-oute  :  and  heonlen  him  loude  telle ; 
Al-so  ase  f  ei  it  wummen  were  :  huy  heorden  with  him  spekc. 
j3are-of  hem  f  ou3hte  wonder  gret  :  no  dorsten  huy  nou3t  in  breke. 
IF  Sethfe  fo  fe  guode  man  cam  out  :  huy  fullen  a-doun  a-kneo,     172 


454      aT.  MARTIN   CURES  A   LEPER;   IS  HONOURED   BT   HORSES;   SLEEPS 
SAFE   IN   A   BURNING  HOUSE;    GIVES   A   POOR   MAN  HIS   KIRTLE. 

And  axeden  jwat  fe  speche  were  :  fat  with  him  hadde  i-beo. 

j3o  guode  man  seide,  "  ich  may  ecu  telle  :  for  36  me  beoz  priue : 

It  was  ore  lauedi  and  seint  Anneis  :  |?at  fare-inne  weren  with  me, 

Of  fe  loye  of  heouene  hiiy  speken  :  and  ofte  huy  doth  so.  176 

Seint  petre  and  seint  powel  :  to  me  comiez  ofte  al-so." — 

l?eint  Martin  at  piray^  :  mette  ane  Musel  bi  cas.      oifiS!^!Mr^S^^Ju.^l 

lie  custe  him,  and  anon  aftur-ward  :  f e  Musel  al  hoi  was. — 

U  Men  ne  seije  him  neuere  wroth  :  ne  li3e  no-fe-mo,  180 

And  3wat-so-euere  is  Men  duden  :  he  wolde  eiiere  bi  on  go. 

In  wel  pouere  wede  a  day  :  he  rod  out  on  ane  Asae ; 

hei3e  Men  he  mette  bi  pe  weie  :  fat  tolden  of  him  |}e  lasse. 

heore  hors  weren  of  him  a-drad  le  :  for  is  pouere  clo)>es,  184 

And  omen  a-bach,  and  feldeu  hem  a-doun.  :  huy  weren  with  him  f  al 

wrofe, 
huy  sturteii  up  and  nomen  ))is  hulie  Man  :  and  beoten  him  ful  sore. 
Euere  he  was  stille  and  ne  spak  no  word  :  for  fi  huy  beoten  him  Je 

more. 
U  J50  huy  him  hadden  so  i-bete  :  huy  bi-lefden  [him]  at))en  ende  188 
ligginde  fare,  and  worfen  on  heore  hors  :  forth  heore  wei  to  wende. 
Ake  heore  hors  nolden  gon  of  fe  stude  :  fur  al  fat  huy  don^  mi3ten, 
Jiiyt  hiiy^  smiten  with  3oordi^  and  with  spore  :  are  fat  huy  a-lijhten 
And  criden  merci  fis  guode  Man  :  fat  huy  liim  hadden  mis-do.     192 
heore  hors  hem  here  forth  a-noii :  f  0  liny  token  on  so. —  \  ^.mlJuy  ui.  om. 
And  in  an  hous  fe  3wile  it  barnde  :  he  slep  wit-oute  harm ;  194 

his  clofcs  fur-barnden  al-to  cole  :  he  ne  fielde  it  no-fing  warm. — 
IT  At  a  gret  feste,  ase  he  scholde  :  f e  hei3e  masse  singue,         [foi.  is?  b.] 
To  churche  he  wende  with  is  men  :  men  gunne  a-3ein  him  ringue. 
Ane  pouere  Man  he  mette  nake  :  fat  no  schrouil  him  nadde  a-Loue, 
And  bad  him  sum-fing  to  helien  him  with  :  for  ore  louerdes  loue. 
Seint  Martyn  bad  is  Ercedckue  :  fat  he  him  3eue  sum  cloth.  200 

pc  Ercedekne  tolde  farof  luyte  :  and  noMe,  lie  swor  is  Olh. 
Seint  Martin  bote  anne  Cuyrtel  :  on  liiiu-sulf  fo  nadde : 
To  fe  pouere  Manno  he  liine  3af  :  in  an  hous  fjire  he  him  ladde. 
H  he  ne  bi-lefde  on  him  no  cloth  of  wolle  :  bote  is  Cope  alone.     204 
J50  masse  ne  mi^hte  he  bi-guynne  nou3ht :  fat  folk  made  far-of  mone. 
'*  Jwy  neltfou,"  seide  fe  Ercedekne  :  "fine  masse  bi-guynno]" 


HT.    HABTIN    SHAMES    HIS    ARCHDEACON    BT    AN    ANQBL's    HELP.      455 
THE   DEVIL,   BIOHLT   CLAD,   TRIES  TO   TEMPT  HIM. 

"  For  pan  most  er  ane  pouere  ^lanne  :  sum  cloth  to  him  i-winne." 

"Nov  is  fis\"  seide  fe  Ercedckne  :  "gret  a-nuy  with  )>e,  '^"]Jjf^  208 

For  j-ne  seo  no  pouere  Man  :  nou^were  a-boute  pe  be." 

**  No/'  seide  pis  holie  man  :  "  it  nele  faillie  pQ  nought, 

Al  redi  }»ou  findest  a  pouere  Man  :  habbe  pon  pat  cloth  i-b''ou3th.'' 

IT  \)e  Ercedekne  in  grete  wrath]>e  :  eode  into  chepingue,  212 

A  lodlich  doth  he  boujhte  for  fif  panes  :  to  pe  bischope  he  gan  it 

bringue. 
\)Q  bischop  eode  into  pe  vestiarie  :  is  Cope  he  gan  of  strepe.  21 4 

he  nadde  under  is  vestimenz  :  to  habbe  on  bote  Hs^  luype,       >  orig.  u 
Ynne}»e  it  heolede  is  derne  limes  :  and  nought  foUiche  is  elbouwes ; 
For  is  bare  Amies  sipe  masse  :  }»is  guode  man  hadde  gret  houwe — 
For  pe  uestimenz  wide  weren  :  and  is  Armes  smale  and  lene ;        218 
laste  is  Armes  nakede  weren  i-seije  :  he  ne  dorste  hebbe  op  is  bond 

ene. 
IF  Ake  }»o  he  nedlingus  at  pe  sacrement  :  is  hondene  hebbe  up 

Scholde,  1  Hut.  S  TT.  mora.   220 

An  Aungel  schrudde  is  nakede  armes  :  with  tweie  sleuene  of  golde.^ 
pe  ercedekne   cride   and   bi-hiet  :  |}at  neuere-eft  mis-don  him  he 

nolde. — 
pe  deuel  hadde  to  piB  holie  man  :  gret  ondc  with-olle. 
he  cam  in  a  time  him  to  bi-traye  :  in  riche  clo}»us  of  palle,  224 

with  hosen  and  schon  of  bri^te  golde  :  swy)>e  fair  he  was  of  face. 
"  Martin,"  he  seide,  **  wel  J>e  beo  :  i-founde  J>ou  hast  mine  grace  : 
Ich  am  J^ilke  ]jat  ])ou  seruest  wel  :  ichulle  me  schewi  to  pe ; 
))ov  most  sono  chaungi  }»i  lif  :  and  bi-time  come  to  me."  228 

IT  ))is  guode  Man  sat  in  gret  J^oujht  :  no  word  he  ne  sede. 
**  Marty  n,"  he  seide,  "  ich  am  fi  freond  :  ^war-of  hastJ>ou  drede, 
3  wane  ])in  owene  god  spekez  with  pe  :  here  mouth  with  mou))e1 
Euere  )»ou  hast  of  guode  bi-leue  i-beo  :  ne  lat  it  noujt  faili  pe  nou}»e ! 
For  ich  blessi  alle  )>at  on  me  bi-leuez  :  J>ei  buy  me  nought  ne  seo. 
And  er  |>is  )^ei  )»oy  ne  seije  me  nought  :  in  )^ulke  blessinguo  }»ou 

woldest  be."  234 

IT  "  I  nuste  neuere,"  quath  f is  guode  man  :  "  fat  mi  louerd  euero 

sede 
pai  he  wolde  on  vr]^e  come  :  in  swuche  riche  kingcne  wede ;         236 


456      ST.  MARTIN  REPELS  THE  DEVIL,  DIBS,  AND  IS  BORNE  TO  HEAVEN. 
ST.    LEONARD   IS  A   GREAT  MASTER  WITH   THE  KINO  OF  FRANCE. 

And  bote  ich  mouwe  of  mine  louerdes  woundes  :  on  ))e  eigne  i-ee 
Of ur  of  is  croyz,  inelle  i-leue  :  fat  J>ou  mi  louerd  be." 
pe  foule  f  ing  wende  a-wey  :  and  was  adrad  of  ane  boule ;  *  oi.  i  tt.  mort. 
J3e  stude  fare-Aftur  swif e  longue  :  stonk  of  him  ri3ht  foule.^—     240 
^1F  pis  guode  Man  seide  his  ende-day  :  him  was  swyfe  wel  come.* 
his  desciples  weopen  sore  :  and  gret  deol  to  heom  nome.  p  foi.  us] 

"  Leoue  fader,"  buy  seiden,  "  jwat  schulle  we  do  :  fat  f ov  us  wolt 

f  OT-Sake  t  >  a/,  wel  longe  er  hit  ooim 

Vs  fader-les  with-oute  confort  :  ^wam  woltfu  bi-take)  244 

Nov  wollez  wilde  wolues  come  :  and  alle  fine  schcp  a-spille." 
"Ich  mot  nede,"  seide  fis  guode  man  :  "don  mine  louerdes  wilie." 
Of  Askene  and  of  is  here  he  made^  :  a  bed  at  is  ende-day,  J^iyj;.  "***** 
And  f aron  feble  ajen  is  def e  :  opri^ht  adoun  him-sulue  he  lay ;    248 
And  toward  heouene  lokede  ay  :  so  longue  fat  it  nas  non  ende. 
his  Men  foujhten  it  dude  him  harm  :  and  wolden  him  helpe  to 

wende. 
IT  "  A-bideth,"  seide  fis  holie  man  :  "  jwy  wolle  je  don  so  1 
latez  me  ane  jwyle  bi-holde  f e  stude  :  fat  mi  soule  schal  to ! "       252 
po  i-sai^h  he  f ene  deuel  aftur  is  soule  :  stonde  fare  with  is  feren. 
"  A-wey,"  he  seide,  "  f  ou  luf ere  best  :  f ou  nast  noujt  to  don  here ! 
with  me  nastfou  noujt  to  done  :  for  mi   louerd  me  wole  onder- 

fongue ; 
In  is  name  to  him  ich  wende  :  fat  bou3lite  me  swife  strongue."    256 
H  With  f usse  wordo  he  3af  fene  gost —  :  Aungles  i-redie  were, 
Jjat  folk  lieorde  hcore  murie  song  :  ase  huy  f e  soule  here. 
Four  liondret  3er  it  was  :  and  in  f  e  sixe-and-sixtif  e  3ere 
Aftur  ore  louerdes  biiyrtyme  :  fat  fis  guode  Man  deide  fere.         260 
Four-score  winter  he  was  old  :  are  he  was  ded  al-so. 
God  3iue  us  part  of  f ulke  ioye  :  fat  is  soule  wende  to. 

65    [Leonard  conf.] 

SEint  leonard  f e  confessour  :  a-londe  code  her 
Aftur  ore  louerdes  buyrtyme  :  a-boute  fif  hundred  3er. 
•  his  freond  and  is  cunnes-nien  :  f  e  gretteste  maystres  were 
In  f e  kyngus  house  of  Fraunco  :  grettore  none  fare  nere ;  4 

And  seint  leonard  al-so  was  :  a  gret  maister  wutli  f  e  king ; 


8T.  LEONARD   FRBBS  PRISONERS,  REFUSES  A  BISHOPRIC,  PREACHES      457 
IN   ORLEANS  AND    AQUITAINE,    AND   HELPS  A  FRENCH  QUEEN. 

Of  fat  ho  him  biddc  wolde  :  he  wemde  him  no-}»ing.  6 

he  grauntede  him  alle  ^e  prisones  :  p&t  he  fore  bidde  wolde, 

Aftur  is  bone  ope  al  is  lond  :  ])at  men  him^  deliueri  scholde.    >  ai.hem 

IF  })ia  holie  man  wende  a-boute  f aste  :  prisones  forte  glade ; 

And  3  wane  he  fond  ani  of  luyte  gult  :  deliuered  sone  he  made.        10 

Fo^J>i  Men  him  cleopeden  "  prisones  louerd "  :  and  ^uyt  men  doth 

al-so, 
For  non  of  ur  halewe  for  prisones  :  so  fair  miracle  nath  i-do. — 
pe  king  of  Fraunce  him  bi-soujhte  :  jeome  ope  al  is  mijhte 
))at  he  scholde  with  him  beo  :  bi  dayes  and  bi  nyjhte,  14 

For-te  paie  fnlle  ani  bischopriche  :  ))at  he  him  mi^hte  bi-take. 
Seint  leonard  nolde  it  graunti  nought  :  ake  outri3ht  it  gan  for-sake. 
And  wende  forth  a-^cin  is  wille  :  and  bad  him  habbe  guod  day. 
Formest  he  wende  to  Orlians  :  to  prechie  godes  lay.  18 

U  Longue  he  prechede  ])are-a-boute  :  )yat  folk  f oivto  lere ; 
And  8eth))e  he  wende  to  Aquitayne  :  for-to  prechie  peie.  20 

£che  daye  he  wolde  at  toune  beo  :  to  prechi  godes  lawe. 
And  eche  nijhte  he  wende  to  ^e  wode  :  3 wane  it  to  eue  gan  drawe. 
In  is  oresones  to  beon  al  one —  :  ac  so  sone  so  it  was  day, 
In-to  fe  contreye  he  wolde  a-bouto  :  and  prechi  godes  lay.  —  itoi.  iss  b.]  24 
IF  pQ  king  hadde  in  }»ulke  wode  :  a  tour  of  grete  bolde, 
Jpat  he  mi^hte  soiourni  \>eT  :  ^wane  he  euere  wolde. 
pe  Quene  was  with  childe  grete  :  ))udere  men  gonne  hire  bringuc, 
3if  heo  )^e  betere  mi^hte  for  solas  :  ouer-come  hire  childingue.         28 
])o  he  was  in  tranail  :  heo  ne  mijhte  ouer-come  it  nought ; 
So  sore  heo  pinede  )>at  heo  was  :  wel  nei3h  to  dej)e  i-brou^ht 
IF  pe  king,  and  alle  his,  gret  deol  maden  :  ))at  crie  men  heorde  hem 

wide; 
And  po  seint  leonard  herde  |}ar-of  :  he  gan  heorkni  and  a-bide.       32 
J)o  he  i-heorde  fat  it  was  of  men  :  f udere  he  gan  wende, 
3if  god  wolde  ani  a-mendement  :  |}oru3  is  bone  liire^  sende.  >  a/.oin.  34 
To  f e  king  he  wende  a-non  :  and  axede  jwat  him  were. 
"  beo  glad,"  he  seide,  "  for  of  pi  Quene  :  ne  haue  f ou  none  fere  ! " 
**  A,  Merci,  sire,"  quath  fe  king  :  "  al  mi  lond  ichulde^  3yue  37 

ho-so  niijhte  [it]  f ar-to  bringue  :  fat  f e  Quene  moste  Hue !  >  oHg.  iciiaii« 
IF  For  of  fe  childe  ne  roujhte  i  noujht :  mi3htc  ich  habbe  hire  liC" 


458     8T.    LB0MABD*8    FRATEB    SAVBS    THB    FBXNOH    QUBEN    AND    HER 
BABT.      THB  KINO  OIYBS  HDf  A  WOOD|  AND  BUILDS  HIM  AN  ABBBT. 

^  Sire,**  seide  )yb  holie  Man :  "  lat  me  i-seo  \i  wif ,  - 

3if  ich  hire  may  to  Hue  bringae  :  and  jyat  child  al-eo, 
))oni)  mine  looerdes  swete  grace —  :  note  it  wel  i-dot"  42 

))is  holie  Man  was  to  ^  Quene  i-bionjht :  ^t  lai  jare  to  de^ ; 
So  dene  heo  was  with  pine  ooer^xmie  :  ^t  ynne^  heo  m^hte  brej^e. 
%  Seint  leonard  sat  ardonn  a-kne  :  and  is  prdeie  made^ 
))at  ore  loneid  hire  deliueri  scholde  :  hire  freond  forto  glade,  46 

And  \9X  heo  moste  to  line  come  :  and  al-so  ^t  chOd  yei% 
))at  Men  mijhten  seo  )Nit  ^  grace  :  of  ore  lonerd  mnche  were.        48 
If  )>e  Quen  a-non  |K>ra)h  is  bone  :  delinered  was  of  childe. 
In  gnod  lif ,  and  hire  child  al-so^  :  ^are  was  ore  lonerd  wel  milde  1 
IT  )>o  ^  king  i-say  ^  Qnene  sanf  :  and  )Hit  child  alrso^ 
For  ioye  he  nnste  )wat  he  mijhte  :  with  ^t  holie  man  do ;  52 

he  bad  he  scholde  of  al  is  gnod  :  nime  )wat  he  wolde. 
Seint  leonard  seide,  '^  ne  kepe  i  nonjht :  of  ))i  seiner  ne  of  )>i  gnolde, 
Bote  a  place  ]»at  ich  mowe  :  in  godes  semise  inne  line.*' 
'*  CerteSy**  seide  ^  king,  '^  and  ichnlle  :  al  ))is  wode  ^  ^ioe.**  56 

*^  Ne  kepe  ich,"  quath  seint  leonard  : ''  nonjht  more  of  ^  i-bide 
Bote  ^t  ich  may  in  one  nijhte  :  with  min  Asse  oner-ride." 
If  <'  Ich  grannti  it  )»e,*'  seide  ^  king  : ''  ne  wende  ^n  no  so  wide, 
])ei  heo  were  quickore  )»ane  ani  best :  \eX  is  bi  \1\b  wode^ide.**         60 
Jjis  guode  man  a-boute  Jis  wode  wende  :  opo[n]  is  Asse  wel  stille 
And  bi-rod  al-so  muche  place  :  ase  it  was  is  wille. 
))e  king,  \o  it  i-marked  was  :  liet  wal  makie  a-boute, 
And  Aftur  is  wille  he  liet  a-rere  :  noble  hous  and  proute.  64 

IF  Jjare  seint  leonard  Monk  bi-cam  :  ase  it  an  Abbeye  were, 
And  mani  o)^ere  he  nam  in  to  him  :  ore  louerdes  la  we  to  arere. 
he  bi-gan  fare  a  religion  :  of  ordre  swife  strongue ; 
Clerkus  fat  wolden  guode  men  beo  :  to  him  he  gan  hem  fonguc.     68 
Nier  fane  a  gret  Mile  wei :  no  watur  nadden  buy  fere ;  [foi.  i») 

Seiut  leonard  hopede  amend!  fat  :  ^if  godes  wille  it  were  : 
he  bi-gan  openi  fe  eorf e  a  luyte  :  and  is  oresones  he  made. 
A  swife  fair  welle  fare  sprong  up  :  fat  fare-inne  men  mijhte  wade. 
J)o  mi3hten  buy  habbe  watur  i-novj  :  fe  3 wile  fat  hous  i-laste,        73 
J>oru33  godes  grace  and  seint  leonardes  bone  :  fat  heore  mi^hte^  fare- 
to  Casten.—  *  on  the  luaivin. 


BT.    LEONARD    IS    THE    PATRON-SAINT    OP    PRISONERS,    WHOM    HE      459 
FREES.      HE   DIES,   AND   IS  BURIED  IK   A  SPOT  SHOWN  BT   MIRAOLB. 

IT  "prisones  louerd/*  seint  leouaixl  :  fid  wide  i-cleopud  was : 
Ore  louerd  him  schewede  fayr  miracle  :  for  some  fingue  it  was^  !    76 
'For  jwane  prisones  criden  to  liim  :  manie  witli  dreorie  chore, 
heore  biendes  borsten  alle  a-to  :  and  huy  deliurede  were ;    no^' *ni^'  *'*' 
Manie  comen  to  ]}onki  him  :  and  heore  feoteres  with  heom  bere, 
And  manie  to  serai  ore  louerd  crist  :  bi-lefden  with  him  pere,         80 
IT  Seue  Men  with  alle  heore  freond  :  pat  weren  of  is  kuune, 
]>o  huy  heorden  of  is  guodnesse  telle  :  huy  solden  lond  and  wunne, 
And  wenden  and  woneden  psae  with  him  :  holi  lif  to  lede ; 
))is  holie  Man  of  godes  lawe  :  gan  heom  wissi  and  rede.  84 

So  fair  Miracle  ase  of  him  was  :  no  man  noujwere  noste ; 
Mani  sik  Man  j^are  hadde  bote  :  ]mt  to  him  wel  truste. — 
U  At}»e  laste   po"^  he  scholde  heonne  fare  :  longue  at-foi^  he  it 
wuste ;  « MS.  b« 

his  bre))ren  he  eleopede  alle  to  him  :  and  wel  mildeliche  hem  custe, 
And  wende  to  fe  loye  of  heouene  :  Jk)  god  aftur  him  sende.  89 

Gret  deol  alle  is  bre|}ren  maden  :  po  he  ))anne8  wende. 
Jif  ore  louerd  fair  Miracle  dude  :  on  eorJ>e  bi  is  line, 
Aftur  J>at  he  was  heonne  i-wend  :  he  dude  swuche  fine.  92 

H  For  miracle  fat  fare  was  :  muche  folk  fudere  gan  falle, 
pat  fe  place  ne  mi3hte  nought  :  bi  manie  holden  alle. 
H  J5at  folk  cride  on  ore  louerd  3eome  :  fre  dai3e3  and  f re  ni3ht, 
J3at  he  scholde,  jif  is  wille  were  :  J)ar-of  don  insight.  96 

huy  i-sei^en  f o  fe  contreie  al-a-boute  :  i-heoled  al  mid  snowe, 
And  a  place  a-midde  fair  and  grene  :  Men  mi3hten  f aron  mowe. 
j5o  isjien  huy  fat  ore  louerd  wolde  :  fat  f is  guode  man  leij*  fere  : 
huy  licten  him  bere  fudere  a-non  :  and  a  wel  fair  churche  a-rere;  100 
pat  al  f e  folk  fat  fudere  cam  :  ne  mi^hte  fuUe  f e  place 
J3at  ore  louerd  him  hadde  i-cliose  :  f  oruj  is  swoto  grace. — 
^  pe  scherreue  of  leouns  :  feteres  made  »trongu[e] 
And  in  fe  hexte  tour  of  fe  castel  :  fare  he  liet  heom^  hongue,       104 
So  hei^e,  fat  ech  man  heom  mi3hte  i-seo  :  f .it  bi  f e  wey3c  scholde 

wiende,  l  us.  lieom  heom 

And  euerech  man  fat  f ar-on  were  :  f e  more  him  for-to  schende ; 
])at  Men  fat  schuuych  torment  iseijen  :  fe  more  scholden  drede, 
Laste  huy  weren  faron  i-broujht :  to  don  ani  mis-dede.  108 


460      ST.    LEONARD    PROVES    HIS    POWER    OF    HELPING    PRISONERS    BT 
FREEING  ONE,  AND  BREAKING  THROUGH  ALL  OBSTACLES   FOR  ANOTHER. 

So  fat  he  nam  ane  trewe  Man  :  for  a  luytc  lesiugue 

And  dude  bini  binde  8wi}»e  faste  :  and  in  |}ulke  feoteres  bringue. 

With  pine  and  sorewe  pia  ^eli  man  was  :  almest  i-broii3t  to  de))e ; 

To  seint  Iconard  be  cride  ^eorne  :  ase  he  mijbte  speke  onnej^e.       112 

IF  Seiiit  leonard  cam  a  nijht  to  him :  in  swi])e  3wite  wede  : 

"  For  fou  bast  to  me  jeorne  i-bede  :  here  icb  am,"  he  seide ;  [foi.  isa  b.] 

**  pine  strongue  feteres  bring  with  ]>e  :  ne  bane  ]h)u  none  drede, 

And  a-ris  up  sone  a[nd]  cum  forth  with  me  :  for  henne  ichulle  po 

lede."  ^  ^  VT.  115  ft  116  oL  tnuMpooed.      116 

IT  Op  a-ros  |}is  selie  man  :  with  wel  glade  chere ; 

his  feteres  borsten  sone  a-two  :  for  buy  bi-comen  ful  sere, 

And  seint  leonard  ladde  him  forth  :  ase  he  is  felawe  were, 

To  fe  churche  fat  he  inne  lay  :  and  hanguede  is  feteres  fere.        120 

Euere  ase  buy  bi  fe  weye  eoden  :  fis  bolie  man  with  him  tolde, 

Ase  fey  he  hadde  is  felawe  i-beo  :  bi  f e  bond  he  gan  him  bolde. 

\)e  schirreue  cam  an  of  ur  day  :  and  is  feteres  sou3hte :       >  a/,  s  w.  more. 

he  saijb  fat  he  tolde  luyte  of  him  :  fat  beom  fudere  brou3hte.^ —  124 

U  A  luf  ur  Man  in  gret  power  :  in  an  of  ur  stude  was  also, 

Ane  gultelese  Man  he  hadde  i-nome  :  and  in  strong  piisone  ido. 

he  heorde  telle  of  seint  leonard  :  fat  f e  prisones  help  was. 

And  fou^hte  fram  him  is  prisun  wite  :  with  som  quoynte  cas  :      128 

he  liet  maken  of  lim  and  stoii  :  a  wonderliche  deep  put, 

And  wit  strongue  dorcs  of  Ire  and  stiel  :  swyf e  faste  he  was  i-<iut ; 

On-ouewarde  f  e  fallinde  dore  :  f  o  f e  guode  Man  was  f  ar-inne, 

A  strong  3wuchche  of  Ire  he  liet  maken  :  with  wel  quoynte  ginne  : 

Jjare-inne  he  dude  staleworfe  Men  :  fane  prison  for-to  wite,  133 

J3at  seint  leonard  ne  scholde  n.'i^h  him  conic  :  bote  he  were  under- 

3ite. 
J5e  selie  Man  fat  bi-neof c  was  :  in  so  strong  warde  i-brou^t, 
Criede  3eorne  on  seint  leonard  :  fat  he  ne  fur-^ete  him  noujht.      13G 
H  A  ny^ht  cam  fis  holic  man  :  And  fe  3wucliclie  he  fond  fere  : 
Sone  he  3weluede  hire  op  fe  doun  :  and  heom  fat  fare-inne  were, 
And  sethfe  he  brae  fe  Irene  dore  :  and  ase  a  maister  he  wcude 

a-doun, 
with  swyfe  gret  ly3ht  of  lieouene  :  and  spac  with  fit  prisoun  :      140 
"  Slcpestf ou  1 "  he  seide,  "  ich  am  i-come  :  fat  f ou  hast  i-cleopud  so, 


ST.  LEONARD   FREES   MORE   PRISONERS,  IN   GERMANY   AND        4C1 
BRITTANY,  AND   PUNISHES   THEIR   OPPRESSORS, 

Godes  desciple  leonard.  :  jwat  woltfou  habbe  i-do  1  ** 

"  louerd,"  seide  fis  selie  man  :  **  al-so  wis  icb  bidde  f e 

Ase  ich  am  gultles  here  i-do  :  )^at  }»ou  helpe  me."  144 

A-non-rijht  f is  holie  Man  :  fe  Gyues  he  to-brac, 

And  bi-tweone  is  Armes  he  bar  him  forth  :  no  man  a-^ein  him  ne  spac, 

And  so  hom  to  is  owene  hous  :  bi-twene  is  Armes  him  bar, 

he  bad  him  beon  a  guod  man  :  and  sette  him  a-doun  ))ar.  I !  8 

H  Jjis  lu)>ere  men  wit  alle  hore  ginnes  :  fiebleliche  habbuth  a-guonne, 

hiiy  mi^hten  hangen  up  heore  Ax  :  and  leuen  weork^  :  for  liiyte  buy 

fare  wonne ! —  i  a.  i.  w.  at.  om. 

U  A  lu|)er  man  in  Alemaygne  :  an  onkouth  pilegrim  nam  151 

And  brou3bte  him  into  strong  prisoun  :  and  ^af  him  8wi}»e  hard  dom, 
pat  bote  his  freond  him  wolden  out  bugge  :  he  scholde  bi-leue  ))ere. 
piB  selie  Man  nadde  no  freond  :  and  Maude  wol  reulich  chere, 
he  bad  for  seint  leonardes  loue  :  )^at  he  merci  of  him  hadde  ; 
And  he  nolde  him  opva  merci  do  :  bote  into  ])at  strong  prisone  him 

ladde.  156 

H  To  )>e  louerd  of  fat  Castel  :  seint  leonard  a-nijht  cam 
And  [hiet]  him  late  gon  is  seriaunt  :  fat  he  with  vnri^hte  nam. 
An  ofur  ni3ht  eft-sone  he  cam  :  and  fe  fridde  ni3ht  also,  [foi.  i90] 

And  hict  him  deliuri  his  seriaunt  :  ake  neuere  he  nolde  it  do.       160 
IF  Seint  leonarJ  ladde  fis  selie  man  :  fram  fe  prisone  a-mong  heom  alle; 
})e  hei^e  tour  of  fat  Castel  a-non  aftur  him  :  a-doun  gan  falle 
And  a-slov  al  fat  folk  fat  fare  was  :  bote  f ene  louerd  one ; 
Ake  bofe  is  leggues  breken  a-two  :  with  fallingue  of  ane  stone,     164 
•J5at  ncuereft  ne  mi3hte  he  beon  hoi  :  nof  ur  of  flochs  ne  of  bone ; 
Croked  he  was  al  is  lif  :  he  nuste  to  ^wam  mene  is  mone. — 
IF  Also  in  Brutayne  was  a  kny^ht :  fat  in  strong  prisone  was  i-broujht ; 
To  seint  leonard  he  cride  faste  :  fat  he  ofte  hadde  i-sou3ht.  168 

Streite  wardeines  ouer  him  fare  weren  :  bofe  nyjht  and  day, 
Jjare  he  with  strongue  foteres  :  in  prisone  i-bounde  lay. 
Seint  leonard  a-mong  alle  f  e  wardeins  :  in-to  fe  prisone  cam 
Ase  a  maister  f  oru^  heom  alle  :  f  isne  selie  kny^ht  he  nam,  1 72 

his  blendes  he  brae  formest  a-two  :  and  ladde  him  hi  f e  bond 
A-mong  alle  is  wardeins  :  hom  in-to  is  owene  lond ; 
U  his  feoteres  he  tok  him  in  is  bond  :  fat  he  forth  with  him  bar 


462       MART    MAQDALENE    WAS    BORN    IN    THE    CASTLE    OF    MAGDALB; 
LAZARUS   WAS  HER  BROTHER,    AND   MARTHA   HER  SISTER. 

To  scint  leonardes  Chapele  :  and  a-mong  ojjiire  hieng  heom  far.     176 
Jjo^e  dorste  non  of  f  e  wardeines  :  a  word  speke  with  moufe. 
Swuch  a  mail  may  wel  mayster  hote  :  ))at  so  heom  a-gaste  cou}»e ! 
pQ  Mimcles  ))at  he  for  prisones  dude  :  ne  may  bo  man  telle. 
Nov  god  for  pQ  bone  of  seint  leonard  :  us  schilde  fram  fe  pine 
of  helle.  180 

66    [Magdalena.^] 

Slei^e  Men  and  egleche  :  and  of  redes  wise  and  bolde, 
Lustniez  nou))e  to  mi  speche  :  wise  and  ynwise,  ;ougue  and  olde  : 
No-))ing  ich  eov  nelle  rede  ne  teche  :  of  none  wichche  ne  of  none 

scolde, 
Bote  of  a  lif  fat  may  beo  lech*  :  to  sunfule  men  of  herte  colde.  4 

H  Ich  nelle  eov  nofer  rede  ne  rime  :  of  kyng  ne  of  Eorl,^  of  knyjht 

ne  of  SWein,  >  al,  Tell«  nelle  i«  of  no  man :  *  al.  alto  i«  can 

Ake  of  a  womman  ichchulle  ov  telle^  :  fat  was  suuful  and  for-lein  : 
A  swyfo  fol  wumman  heo  bi-cam  :  and  foru^  godes  grace  heo  was 

i-brOUsht  a^eyn,  lo/.  b.  name  >a/.  om.  s  a/,  liuten  ft  d%relle 

And  noufe  heo  is  to  crist  i-come  :  fe  fayre  Marie  Maudeleyn.  8 

Of  hire^  ichulle  ^eou  telle  noufe*  :  al-hou  and  3 ware  heo  was  i-bore, 

3if  ^c  to  me  wullez  i-heore^  :  and  habben  of  god  fonk  fare-fore. 

H  ))is  word  Marie  so  is  bri3li[t]nes8e  :  and  bi-toknefe^  steorre  of  fe  so, 

And  soruwe  also  and  biturnesse  :  ase  fe  bok  tellez  me ;     *  ms.  wtokne  J>e 

For  3  wane  a  man  fielez  in  is  heorte  :  fat  he  hauez  muche  mis-do,     13 

And  him  fare-fore  biguynnez  to  smeorte  :  fat  is  to  him^  bitur  and  wo, 

he  mournez  and  he  sikez  ofte —  :  f is  ilke  Marie  fierde  al-so,    j^j^-  ^*"  '• 

\)at  fing  fat  was  hire  leof  and  softe  :  was  sethfe  hire  fulle  fo.  16 

H  In  fe  Caste!  of  Magdale  :  fis  faire  wumman  was  i-bore : 

heo  was  icleoped  in  propre  name  :  "fe  Maudel^yne"  ri3ht  fare-fore. 

To  speken  of  hire  ich  am  wel  fous  :  and  it  likez  me  ful  murie. 

Ire  fader  was  hoten  sire  Titus  :  and  hire  moder  Dame  Euchirie;     20 

hire  brofur  was  cleoped  lazarus  :  and  Martlia  was  hire  soster — 

heo  was  debonere  and  pitiuous  :  and  heo  was  a  seli  foster. 

^  Tliis  legend  has  been  edited  before  in  my  "  Sammlung  altengliscler  Legen<len," 
Heilbronn,  1878;  two  other  MSS.  of  the  same  text,  Trin.  Coll.  Cambr.  R  3,  26  and 
Lambeth  223,  iu  Herrig's  Arcbiv,  1882.  It  is  a  very  old  poem,  in  stanzas  with  miil- 
rhymes,  originally  iu  the  East-Mitllaud  dialect,  perhaps  by  the  author  of  Gregorius ; 
tlie  text  is  greatly  corrupted. — All  other  MSS  contain  a  different  text. 


MART  Magdalene's  parents  oo  to  their  long  home,    their    463 

PROPERTY   IS   DIVIDED  AMONG  THEIR  3   CHILDREN. 

heore  fader  and  heore  moder  bofe^  :  comen  of  riclie  kunne,  » r.bo  23 
Of  bolde  kyiigu6  and  of  Quienes^  :  Men  of  muchele  wunne :  *  •np.'kito 
H  Of  castles  and  of  tonnes^  :  of  londes  and  of  feodes,  >  r.toum  [foi.  190 b.] 
Of  halles  and  of  boures  :  of  palefrei^es  and  of  stodes ; 
largo  Imj  weren  of  heore  metes  :  to  heom  fat  hadden  neode, 
To  men  goinde  and  eke  sittinde^  :  fat  heore  bonene  wolden  heom 
beode.  ^  ai.jmu        28 

Wyse  men  and  sleyje  :  oueral  buy  weren  i-tolda 
J50  fat  buy  scholden  dei^e  :  and  so  buy  weren  i-holde  : 
IT  Heore  londes  and  heore  leodes  :  buy  delden  alle  a-j)reo, 
Tounes  and  heore  )^eodes  :  heore  guod^  and  heore  feo,       »r.goid       32 
To  feoffen  heore  children^  :  fare-wiz  echon,      >  a/.  Here ch.  to djju     » fyjte 
For  buy  ne  scholden  nou3t  stnue^  :  jwane  buy  heom  weren  at-gon. 
wel  sone  fere-aftur  :  f o  buy  nede  scbolde, 

Deiden  fader  and  Moder  :  ase  iesu  crist  it  wolde ;  36 

IT  Bi  heom  Men  duden  sone  :  ase  buy  ou^ten  to  done, 
And  to  heore  longue  home  :  brou^ten  heom  ful  sone — 
Iesu  crist  of  beouene  ;  of  heom  habbe  merci 

And  for  is  names  seouene  :  fram  belle  heom  waraunti !  40 

buy  di3hten  heore  londes  :  a-niong  heom,  alle  freo. 
And  with  heore  hondene  delden  :  heore  gold  and  heore  feo  : 
To  Marie  bi-lefde^  :  fe  castel  Magdale,  I'^'^^otS!^ 

H  Jjare-fore  Maudeleyne^  :  formest  i-cleoped  was  beo ;8     *wr'.m*Ji«irn«. 
Lazarus  hadde  ])at  haluen-del^  :  of  al  lerusalem,  «a/.cimainpart 

Of  wodes  and  fieldes  and  of  sart  :  al-mest  to  bedle**em  ; 
^lartha  was  i-feoffed  :  with  pe^  Betonie  i  a/,  om. 

And  al-so  with  genezarez  :  bote  pQ  bok  us  lie.  48 

H  Marie,  beo  ne  tolde  nou3t  :  bote  al  of  hire  pruyde, 
Ake  f  ar-on  was  al  hire  Jjoujbt  :  and  faire  hire  to  schruyde,  50 

And  sethfe  for-to  walke  a-boute^  :  to  don  hire  flechses  wille,  >  ai.  om. 
To  gon  and  eome  feor  and  neor^  :  bof  e  loude  and  stille ;  »  a/.  4  to  staike 
For-sofe,  beo  was  riche  i-noujh^  :  and  so  beo  moste  nede :  »  ai.mVMj 
Manie  riche  Men  hire  leijen  bi  :  and  jeuen  hire  gret  mede. 
IF  Lazarus  spendede  al  is  fought  :  op-on  bis  chiualerie,  he^^idlS^^tr^f* 
Of  of ur  fingus  ne  tok  he  no  jenie  :  ne  to^  housebondrie.  56 

pe  selie  Martha,  fat  of ur  suster  :  beo  was  of  redes  guode. 


464      MART   MAGDALENE  IS  SO   SINFUL   THAT  8HB  OBTS  A  BAD    NAMB. 
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Ase  ]>ei  heo  and  hire  soster  :  uercn  nou^t  of  one  blode : 

IT  Martha  nam  hire  bro}»ur  loud  :  and  hire  sustres  al-so, 

And  dude  heom  teolien  wel  i-nouj  :  ase  wys  man  scholde  do ;         60 

))are-with  heo  fedde  alle  heore  men  :  and  dojrede  heom  alnso, 

[<&]  pouere  men  and  wummen  :  pat  weren  neodfole  and  in  wo, 

IT  So  fair  womman  nas  |>are  non  :  in  none  kunnes  londe, 

Ase  marie  was  of  bodie^  :  and  of  fote  and  honde ;        >  ai.  lyctm        64 

So  more  fairore  fat  heo  bi-cam^  :  fe  more  of  hire  was  prys,^  kx'* ''***"' 

pe  more  fol  womman  heo  wax  :  and  simful  and  unwys :  *  ms.  piru 

H  Hire  ri^hte  name  marie  :  ouer-al  heo  les  ))are-fore, 

Sunfole  wumman  men  cleopeden  hire^  :  bi-hiude  hire  and  bi-fore.  68 

JX)  Jis  wumman  hadde  i-heord  :  J>at  hire  name  was  ilore,      \£t/^  ***** 

pat  heo  was  so  bi-gyled  and  bicberd  :  wo  was  hire  ))are-fore ; 

))o  Men  hire  cleopeden  sunfule  :  and  listen  hire  ri3hte  name,     [foi.  i9i] 

heo  wax  kareful  and  dreori  of  ))0U3ht^  :  and  gan  sore  to  schame  :    72 

j3o  nolde  heo  no-more  :  bi-fore  J>e  riche  men  come  ;  » ai.  dnry  k  cwfui 

In-to  hire  castel  for  sorewe^  :  heo  hauez  hire  i-nome,  '  ai.  wr* 

For-to  ore  louerd  cam  and  prechede  :  ouer  al  in  }»at  londe. 

Martha  hire  suster  ofte  bi-fore  op-braid^ :  hire  schame  and  hire  schonde, 

And  chidde  hire  ful  ofte  :  for  hire  lecherie,  i  r.apMhedeP  77 

bo|?e  fastinde  and  eke  ful  :  fat  vnnefe  he  mi^hte  it  drie. 

IT  A  mau  of  fat  contreye  :  fat  hei3hte  symond  leperous, 

Al-so  f  e  bok  us  tellcz  :  bad  ore  louerd  to  is  hous,  80 

And  is  deciplcs  tweolue  :  with  him,  to  fe  mete, 

For  he  ne  mi3hte  nuu3ht  him-sulf  :  fram  heom  alle  ete. 

H  Marie  f  is  i-heorde  :  and  f  arof  was  ful  glad ; 

A  smeorieles  to  greif i  :  far-to  he  was  ful  rad ;  84 

heo  wende  to  symundes  hous  :  fat  no  man  hire  ne  bad, 

To  ore  louerd  lesu  crist.^  :  and  ful  sore  heo  was  of-drad,      '  a/.  cristicsuB 

\  For  fat  he  was  so  sunful  :  bi-fore  ore  louerd  to  come, 

Careful  heo  wjxs,  and  sore  a-fcrd  :  forto  beon  i-nome ;  88 

heo  ne  dorste  ore  louerd  repie  nou3ht^  :  bi-hindc  ne  bi-fore,       '  a/.om. 

Ne  no  Man  hire  nolde  cleopie  :  and  fat  hire  grefde  sore, 

H  J5o  ore  louerd  was  i-scte  :  in  symundes  house  fere. 

And  his  Apostles  to  fe  mete  :  fat  with  him  fo  were,  92 

Ore  louerd  sat  and  fou3lite  muche  :  ake  bote  luyte  he  ne  eet.^  »orig.  eat 
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Marie  ))at  was  so  sunfuP  :  heo  crep  doun  to  is  fiet,   iai.)>mtofhineifn«ro)t 
U  heo  custe  is  fiet  and  wasch  al-so  :  with  hire  wete  teres, 
—And  wipede  heom  aftur-ward  :  with  hire  ^eoluwe  heres,  96 

Out  of  hire  boxe  heo  nam  :  Oynement  f  ol  guod 
And  smeorede  ore  louerdes  heued  :  with  fal  blisf ol  mod. 
IT  ludas  was  pare  bi-side  and  smulde  hit  :  and  ^are-fore  he  was  nei3h 

wod, — 
]:)at  swote  smul  him  culde  nei^h  :  and  gremede  is  sorie  blod, —      100 
And^  bad  don  up  put  riche  }»ing  :  pat  heo  ore  louerd  gan  with  smeore ; 
To  spene  it  so  in  wasting  :  he  seide,  it  was  gret  lure ;  >  ai.  he 

And  seide,  **  it  mai  beon  insold  f ul  deore  :  to  bugge  with  muchel  mete, 
pouere  Men  ])are-with  to  freueri  :  of  drimch  and  of  mete."^  104 

IT  po  saide  ore  louerd  to  ludas  :  '4at  ]>on  ])is  wumman  beo  I 
Ful  guod  weork  it  was  and  is  :  fat  heo  wurchez  in  me ;  ^  SiSe "SHjio'eu 
For  ai  schulle  ^e  pouere  with  eov  habbe  :  and  so  ne  worth  eov  me — 
})i  toungue  moste  bien  i-schaue  :  to  speche  heo  is  to  freo."  1 08 

H  Symund  leprous  i-heorde  ))i8  :  he  j^ou^hte  wel  mani-fold 
\)Bi,  ^if  pea  profete  were  al-so  wys  :  ase  he  is  fore  i-told, 
he  nolde  soffri  {^is  fole  wumman  :  his  bodi  enes  to  reppe.  111 

For  no  weork  ))at  heo  can  do^  :  to-ward  him  enes  steppe.        >  ai.  do  nn 
IT  Ore  louerd  wuste  is  lu}»ere  l^ou^ht  :  ake  ))arof  stod  him  no9)  eyje : 
"  Symund,  fou  fenchest  muche  for  noujhi  :  8nm-])ing  ichulle  pe  seije." 
"  Maister,  seye,"  seide  symound  :  "  ich  it  bidde  pe ! 
For  Jk)u  noldest  for  no  fing^  :  segge  on-ri3ht  to  me."      CfoUMib.]    116 
IT  "  An  vsurer  was  jwilene  :  )>at  hadde  dettores  tweyne,        ^  o/.cpoond 
J)at  swyf  e  longue  ^wyle  :  dette  him  scholden  bey"e : 
})at  on  him  scholde  fifti  panes  :  and  twenti  ]jar-to,^         >  ai.<yfBib«tw«)U 
pat  opui  him  scholde  of  dette  :  fifti  panewes  al-so.  ^      >  at,  ptnM :  fteik  fifty 
IT  And  no}»ur  of  heom  nadde  :  3ware-of  pe  dette  for-to  jelde :         121 
buy  jolden,  fo  he  it  creuede^  :  ase  pe  bok  us  telde.  \£S8j*2!l5^^)* 
3weJ>ur  of  heom  tweine  :  cudde  him  more  loue  J)o  1 " 
"  Maister,  he  }»at^  more  ^af  ^  :  me  ])inche,  so  mote  i  go."  ^ai.ini\M  124 
IT  **  For  so])e,  symund  leperous  :  }»ou  hauest  i-demed  a-ri3ht.        *  for^af 
For  seth}»e  ich  cam  into  )^in  hous  :  }»on  ne  custest  me  no-wi3ht, 
Ne  fou  ne  wusche  nou^t  mine  fiet :  with  watur  ne  with  teres  iJSjJjauur 
Ne  fou  ne  wypedest  heom  nought  ^uyt :  with  clo)>e  no  with  heres,^  128 

LEGENDS   OP  SAINTS.  H  H 


466      CHRIST  fOBOIVBS  XABT  KAODAIANI^  AKD  DBIVBfr  7  DBVIL8  OUT 
OF  HSE.      HB  OUBBB  HBB  BI8TBB  XABTHiu      MA^T  OONVSBTB  FOLK. 

9  Min  heaed  on  none  halue*:  with  no-manere  Oynement 
Ne  smeordest^i  with  none  ealne  :  ne  with  no  piement ;      ^  ^SiSSSS^ 
86(fch]m  ich  cam  in-to  ^  hods :  fHa  womman^  nolde  blinne  i  us. wmmiMi 
Mine  fiet  to  wasche  and  eiisse  :  witb-onlen  and  with-inne,  132 

V  And  to  wipen  heom  sethjm  af tor-ward  :  with  hire  faire  here^ 
Min  heaed  also  to  smeoiien  :  with  riche  Qynement  and  deie. 
Op  ariS|  ym  wnmman,  )dne  snnnes  fe  beoth  fiw-jyne I       *  r.majuaean 
Al-eo  ich  noa^  can  and  may^-:  of  ma  yum  art  irschriae.''  136 

9  Maiie  fe  Maudeleyne^ :  ore  swete  loueid  hire  scbrrrf*,  ^ te£^*** 
Swete  lesn  crist'oat  of  hire  \  sene  denelene  he^  drof,  i  ]b.imo 

Ote  lonefd  makede  hire  is  procnmioar  :  his  leof  and  is  hostease; 
heo  louede  him  with  gret  hcmour  :  in  pays  and  in  destiessa  140 

If  Martha^hire  suster,  was  fol  sik  :  and  so  heo  hadde  i-beo  fnl  yun. 
At  hire  bi-hinde  heo  hadde  i-bled  :  seuen  jer  and  more; 
heo  ne  mi}hte  for  no-^ing  :  no  ieehe-craft^  a»fonga<«,   >  oMftoBUMiBuita. 
Are  ore  lonerdi  heonene  king  :  a»mong  heom  ^are  gan  jongoe^      144 
And  )af  hir^  is  swete  blessingne  t  and  helde  bire  of  hire  soie 
And  bad  hire  beon  hoi  and  sonnd.  :  and  so  heo  was  eaer«ft  mmee. 
f  Heore  beire  bro^  laams  :  was  swy]>e  sikel  a^  man.         >  oiwiiimI 
lesos  hereborewede  at  heoie  hons  tjwane  he  bi  heom  cam^  148 

And  his  Apostles  alle  :  jwane  buy  Jwre-forth  come,  '  him^SS^** 

heore  In  huy  gonne  cleopie  :  an^  ase  beore  owene  it  nome ; 
H  Al  swuch  ase  fare-inne  was  :  huy  eten  and  huy  drounke — 
Men  babbez  ofte  note  of  }»ing  :  |}at  luytel  it  habbut  swounke.        152 
po  lesus  hadde  ))are  i-beo  :  asc  longue  ase  he  wolde, 
he  wente  to  an  o^va  contreye  :  for  men  i-seon  him  scbolde ;  154 

IT  Marie  he  ^af  is  blessingue  :  and  Martha  and  lazaruH, 
Mucbele  a"d  luttle,  elde  and  3ongue  :  p&t  woncden  in  heore  houa 
Aftur  fat  he  was  i-wend  :  Marie  was^  egleche  :  >  o«.wwt 

Crist  hire  hauede  a-boute  i-sent  :  to  sarmoni  and  to  preche  :  158 

IT  To  sunfole  men  he  was  f ul  rad  :  to  wissi  and  to  teche,^  ^  us.  todi* 
And  to  sike  men  heo  wa[s]  ful  glad  :  to  beon  heore  soule  leche ;  160 
Mani  on  to  cristinedom  :  heo  brou^hte,  and  out  of  sunne,  [foL  iVK} 

Fram  lecherie  and  hore-dom  :  foru^  schrift,  to  loye  and  alle  wunne. — 
IT  Aftur  ore  louerdes  passione  :  in  pe  {written ]7e  jere  >  at,  to 

Oiwes  weren  proute  and  grimme  :  olme  and  of  lu))ere  chere,  164 


MART   MAGDALENE  AND   OTHER  CHRISTIANS  ARE   DRIVEN  OUT  OF      467 
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Seint  steuene  to  depe  buy  stenden  :  pat  was  ore  louerd  ful  deore^ 
^'And  manie  Men  buy  flemden  :  pai  cristes  limes  were ;  1 66 

U  Non  Apostle  ne  moste  Hue  :  in  Giwene  londe, 
Alle  buy  weren  of  londe  i-driue  :  witb  WTatb])e  and  nype  and  onde. 
Seint  Maximus  was  J>o  :  witb  godes  apostles^  bi-come ;     '  Jf. ^11" '''  ** 
Sixti  .ant  Ten  deciples  :  to-gadere  beom  badden  i-nome;  170 

IT  Marie  pe  Maudeleyne  :  and  biro  bro}»ur  lazarus, 
And  beore  suster  Martba  :  and  pe  biscbop  Maximu-^, 
Mani  mo  of  cristine  Men  :  wel  mo  ]jane  i  can  nemne, 
weren  i-bote  fleme  :  and  some  to  quelle  and  brenne.  174 

U  Huy  weren  in  .A.  scbip  i-pult  :  witb-outen  ster  and  ore, 
))at  buy  scbolden  beon  f ur-faren^  :  and  ne  libben  no-more ;     >  ai.  i-tpiit 
Jjare  nas  nofur  ido  witb  beom  :  nofur  watur  ne  bred,  177 

For  buy  scbolden  of-bongrede  beon  :  and  sone  )^aro^ftur-ward  ded. 
IT  Huy  scbypeden  in  pe  salte  se  :  ase  lesn  crist  it  wolde, 
For-to  ])at  tyme  scbolde  beo  :  pat  buy  a-riui  scbolde.  180 

To  Marcile  pe  wynd  beom  drof  :  a  gret  name-coutb  cite ; 
Euer-ecb  of  beom  opm  scbrof  :  are  buy  comen  out  of  pe  se. 
H  Huy  ne  foimden  )>are  no  freond^  :  fat  wolde  beom  bereboruwe, 
Cristine  man  ne  no  giv^  :  an  eue  nof  ur  a-moruwe,    J  No£"^w?n«  cr.  man 
Ne  3yuen  beom  mete  ne  drinke  no))ur^  :  ne  lissen  beore  soruwe, 
Ne  no  man,  for  loue  ne  for  swuneb  :  pat  buy  mijbten  of  bugge  ne 
bore  we:  ^ai,om,     186 

IT  In  one  olde  porcbe  :  buy  stunten  al  )>at  nyjbt, 
witb-oute  li3bt  of  torcbe  :  witb-oute  fuyr  and  candle  bri3bt.  188 

J)e  porcbe  was  an  old^  bous  :  of  olde  weorke  i-wroujt ;  *  MS.hoid 

])udere  in  buy  weren  alle  wel  vouse  :  ))at  of  ]>e  se  weren  i-broujbt, 
IT  For  buy  nusten  elle-^ware  :  ))at  buy  stunte  mi^bte ; 
Bote  buy  badde  gre[t]  scbame  and  teono  :  and  giwes  witb  beom  to 
fijbte.  192 

])are  buy  duelden  al  }»at  nyjbt  :  forto  it  was  day  a-moruwe. 
pe  sarasins  beom  boden  fijbt :  to  ecben  beore  soruwe. 
IT  Alle  )>e  Men  )>at  fram  pe  se  :  }»uder  weren  i-come, 
buy  nusten  jwodere  buy  mijbte  fleo  :  for-fi  buy  weren  i-nome.     196 
buy  weren  i-bote  ope  lyf  and  lime'  :  lesu  crist  fur^sake,    ^  at.  on  bei«  lyf 

And,  witb  ))retniDgue  and  witb  strif  :  to  beore  false  godus  take. 

H  u  2 
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IT  })e  ^farie  Maudeleine  :  heo  8ai3h  ^at  folk  a-rise, 
liiche  and  pouere,  kny^ht  and  sweyn  :  to  don  )^at  sacrefise :  200 

heo  was  a-nnyd  and  of-drad  :  )^at  hire  bi-gan  to  grise ; 
To  spcken  of  god  heo  was  ful  rad  :  and  so  dude  on  hire  wise.        202 
•  H  Op  heo  stod  with  wordes  bolde  :  with  bri^lit  neb  and  glade  chere, 
And  scide, ''  herkniez  to  me,  ^unge  and  elde  :  pat  wnllez  beon  cristes  :^ 
Ne  In-lieuez  nou3ht  opon  Mahun  :  ne  on  teniagaunt,  is  fere, 
For  hny  beoth  bo)>e  deue  and  doumbe  :  and  buy  ne  mouwen  i-seo  n 

i-here,  ^  rhyme  om. ;  at.  Jwt  in  |»U  place  ben  here       [fi>l.  IM  h, 

H  Ne  buy  ne  mouwen  eov  helpe  nought  :  of  none  kunnes  }»iugue 
\)ei  men  of  heom  ^elpen  ou^t  :  ne  no  guod  to  eu  bringue :  208 

"^For  buy  bez  doumbe  and  deue  :  crokede  and  eke  blinde, 
heore  iui3hte  is  fallen  to  grounde  :  bi-foren  and  bi-hinde. 
IT  Ake  je  schuUe  lieuen  on  iesu  crist :  oure  hei^e  heouene  kyng, 
\)at  al  pia  worldes  maister  is  :  with-oute  ani  ending :  212 

For  he  may  don  is  wille^  :  of  euereche  cunnes  Jing  '  dyrtCofoml** 

pat  je  wihiiez  with  ri^hte  :  and  with-outen  suneguyng ; 
II  He  is  with-oute  ])e  bi-guynningue  :  and  he  is  with-out^n  ende, 
•^ith-oute  fuylf  e  and  sunegyng  :  so  corteys  and  so  hende  21 6 

])at  al  }»ing  }»at  man  with  skile  him  biddez  :  he  wole  him  ^yue  and 

sonde, 
To  Man  fat  goth  and  eko  rit  :  fat  wole  to  him  wende ; 
H  He  is  wuryte^  of  alle  fing  :  he  makede  heouene  and  helle,  '  r.  wnyru 
No  may  no  kayser  ne  no  kyng  :  his  vertues  alle  telle ;  220 

\)o  man  fat  him  seruez  wel  :  ne  may  him  no  feond  cwelle,^  »  ong.  dweiie 
Ake  buy  fat  wullez  a-3ein  him  fi3hto  :  to  grounde  he  wole   heom 

felle ;  222 

H  He  makede  day  and  eke  ny3ht  :  steorrene  and  sonne  and  Mone ; 
J5e  man  fat  trewe  is  and  louez  him  ari3t  :  he  wole  gi*aunti  him  is  bone 
And  fat  he  biddez  him  with  treouf e  :  he  it  grauntez  him  ful  sone,    . 
he  helpez  bofe  king  and  kny3ht  :  fe  pouere  alle  mididone.'*  226 

H  A  riche  prince  of  sarazins  :  f  udere  was  i-come, 
\vith  him  is  wyf  and  his  mayne  :  fat  with  him  he  hadde  i-nome : 
To  Claries  precliingue  :  he  lustnede  ful  sone ; 

For  fat  heo  was  so  fair  a  f ing  :  to  hire  buy  token  guod  gome.       230 
IT  \)e  sarazins  onvele  :  weren  fulle  of  nyf e  and  bete, 
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]70  it  was  time  of  mele  :  huy  wenden  to  heore  mete  -,  232 

po  buy  comen  ho  in  vnsele  :  and  ]>ar-to  weren  i-^ete, 

Cristes  Men  to  delen  giiod  :  ful  clene  huy  hadden  for-^ete. 

IT  J)are  weren  of  cristine  men  :  mo  ]>ane  sixti  and  tene ; 

No  man  uadde  reu]>e  of  heom  :  and  ))at  was  J^are  insene :  236 

huy  weren  wit-oute  mete  and  drunch  :  in  gret  hongur  and  in  teone, 

Ne  huy  ne  duden  no  weork  ne  swunch  :  ne  no-))ing  men  nolde  heom 

lene. 
IT  Hit  was  in  one  ny^hte  :  aftur  ]>e  ]>ridde  day, 
fat  pis  riche  princes  wif  :  in  hire  bcdde  lay  :  240 

pare  cam  Marie  Maudeleyne  :  and  bi-foren  hire  heo  stod  :      >  ol  viuyne 
''  Dame,  me  ]>inchez  ]>on  art  vnhende^  :  for  yon  hast  muche  guod, 
IT  Of  ]>e  ich  habbe  gret  feorlich-:  and  muche  me  ]>inchez  wunder 
pat  ]k)u  last  lesu  cristes  folk  :  J^us  steorue  for  hungur !  244 

Bote  ^if  ]>ou  o))ur  pi  louerd  :  lissi  heore  kare, 

Wite  3e  mid-i-wisse  :  sorewe  eou  schal  beon  ful  ^are :  >  ai.  om. 

IT  Swuch  a  fierd  schal  op-on  eov  come  :  fat  schal  eov  so^  fur-fare 
And  a-quellen  eou  and  eouwer  folk  :  huy  nellez  eov  no-]>ing  spare." 
j)ia  riche  princes  wif  ]>is  word  :  nolde  hire  louerd  noujht  telle — 
For-so]>ey  heo  was  puyrliche  vuwys  :  in  sawe  and  in  spello.  250 

J5e  ofur  nyjht  J?e  Maudeleyne  :  eft-sone  ^eode  hire  to,  [foi.  losj 

And  spak  to  hire  wel  stuyrneliche  :  and  ]>e  J^ridde  nyht  al-so ; 
And  3uyt  he**  nolde  hire  erinde  :  to  hire  louerd  do.^  *  mli^i^:  cSsUwra 
IT  Marie  cam  f e  feorfe  nyjht  :  and  bi-fore  ]je  prince  heo  stod  :  ''**'^'®  ***• 
*'  Slepestou,  tyraunt,  ]>ou  deueles  knyjht  :  of  sathanasses  blod  1 
pi  wif,  ])e  Naddre,  heo  is  a-mad  :  ich  holde  hire  pnyr  wod  :  256 

heo  nolde  pe  telle  pat  ich  bad  :  for  vuele  ne  for  guod. 
IT  )}ou  hauest  mete  and  drunch  i-nov^  :  and  luytel  o))ur  care, 
And  soffrest  cristes  men  with  wou3h  :  for  hungur  ))us  fur-fare ! 
Bote  pou  a-mendi  heore  stat  sone  :  pe  is  sorewe  al-jare,  ^  ms.  ■tronk  260 
);are  schal  so  strong^  folk  come  ])e  a-^ein  :  ))at  wollez  ]>e  luytel  spare, 
IT  with  sweord  and  spere  huy  schullen  pe  sle  :  and  al  ))i  folk  fur-fare." 
pe  Maudeleyne  jeode  fram  him  :  and  liet  him  ligge  Jwire.         J  g- p^^ 
l^e  Quiene^  a-wok  and  si^hte  sore  :  and  tolde  hire  louerd^  so ;        264 
)>o  ))0U3hte  him  fat  he  i-wamed  was^ :  J>reo  ny^htes  and  mo.  *  Jji3i*,5j?' 
IT  Heo  tolde  him  fat  hire  was  i-seid^  :  and  al-so  i-hote  to  do :  lorig.i-Mid 
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Feden  lesu  cristes  men  :  and  lissi  heom  of  heore  wo, 

Ofur  heom  scholde  sorewe  i-novj  :  and  kare  comen  heom  to.  268 

fo  seide  f e  prince  :  "  Dame,  jwat  schulle  we  do 

Of  fisse  opene  w.irningue  :  fat  is  i-come  us  tol^      'OTeUne^vT70a?OTn" 

Betere  is  fat  we  Cristes  men  :  swyfe  wel  heom  fiede  and  schruyde, 

fene  we  tellen  luyte  of  heom  :  In  vilte  ojjur  in  pniyde."  i  ai.iiem  272 

U  huy  token  lesu  cristes  Men  :  and  ladden  hom^  to  heore  inne ; 

Al  fat  heom  was  neod,  huy  founden  heom  :  with  loue  and  alle  wunne. 

pe  Maudeleyne  heom  radde  wel  ;  to  witien  heom  fram  sunne, 

So  fat  heom  ne  forte  neuere  drede  :  of  sathanases  kunne.  276 

H  Opon  a  day  heo  bi-gan  * :  godes  word  f orto  preche  J  wi  "^£5St JofiiiSTny 

And  of  godes  lawe,  with  gret  wit^ :  ase  heo  far  mi9hte  a-roche ; 

To  leden  heore  lyf  in  guod  fey  :  alle  he*  gan  heom  teche, 

And  for-to  louie  god  and  don  a-wey  :  wrathf  e  and  onde  and  wreche.  ^ 

IT  pe  prince  saide  f  o  to  hire  :  with  egleche  wordes  and  bolde : 

'^Mijht  fou  proui  with  treuf  e  :  fat  fou  prechest  may  beo  wel  i-holdel " 

pe  Maudeleyne  saide ,^  "je  :  ich  am  redi  eov  to  teche,         » oorr.to8eid» 

£i  ore  maistres  conseile  :  and  mid  is  holie  speche —  284 

Jjat  is  seiute^  petre  of  rome —  :  hov  je  schullen  on  take        *  MS-ieinto? 

pe  blisse  of  heouene  for-to  afongue  :  and  f e  feondes  lore  for-sake." 

U  )5o  seide  f  e  prince  a-non  :  and  is  wyf  al-so : 

**  We  booz  bofe  redie  a-non  :  fine  wille  forto  do,  288 

So  ase  fi  louerd  is  :  of  so  inuchel  mi3lite 

)5at  he  may,  3wane  he  wole  :  at  is  wille  alle  f ingus  dijhte. 

H  Bide  fine  louerd,  heoue  king  :  fat  is  us  alle  a-boue, 

So  ase  he  may  don  alle  fing  :  and  al-so  for  is  moder  loue,  292 

And  for  fine  bi-sechinj^ue^  :  fat  he  3yue  a  child,  fat  beo  a  sone  : 

And  at  fane  forewarde^  :  we  wollez  with  eov  wone,     \  J^icne'^*^"*    ^^^ 

Ore  kinedom  also  forth  with  us  :  his  owene  we  wollez  bi-come, 

And  we  wullez  ^elden  a-3ein  to  is  Men  :  fat  we  heom  habbez  bi-nome. 

H  j3o  seide  Marie  fe  Maudeleine  :  "  fat  nelle  ich  nou3ht  bi-leue, 

A  preiere  to  mi  louerd  to  make  :  nele  me  no-fing^  greue.     >  ms.  Ringing 

"  Ich  bid Je  f e,  swete  lesu  crist  :  fat  makedest  sonne  and  mone, 

)5at  fou  fis  prince  siende  a  child  :  and  fat  it  beo  a  sone."  300 

heo  bad  with  guode  heorte  and  milde.  :  heo  was  i-heord  ful  sone  : 

H  Jjat  ilke  ny3ht  huy  geten  a  child  :  ase  god  heom  3af  grace  to  done. 
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H  Jjo  ]je  prince  wuste  :  fat  is  Quiene  was  with  childe, 

A-non-rijht  toward  lesu  crtst  :  he  wax  meoke  and  milde ;  304 

huy  leten  heore  vuele  dedes  :  fat  weren  so  wikke  and  wilde, 

And  aftur  godes  dedes  :  hay  wroujhten  a[nd]  gonne  buylde. 

IT  po  swor  fe  prince  and  seide,  ^  bi  heued  min  :  wiende  ichnlle  to 

rome 
And  bi-come  a  pilegrim  :  and  don  aftur  pe  holie  dome,  308 

And  with  seint  petur  ichulle  speke  :  and  don  aftur  is  redes, 
jif  it  is  so  ase  Marie  seiz  :  of  lesu  cristes  dedes  ; 
And  ^if  fat  ich  him  finde  :  at  f e  court  of  rome, 
Of  him  ichulle  vnder-fongue  :  fulloutht  and  cnstindome."  312 

IT  }>o  seide  fe  lauedi  :  "  ichulle  wiende  with  fe, 
And,  fare  f ou  art  i-cristned  :  ichulle  al-so  beo ; 
And  3  wane  f ou  comest  liidere  a-^ein  :  ich  inay  come  with  fe" 

'^o  seide  fe  prince  lei3inde  :  to  is  wif  a-game :  316 

**  And  beo  nouf  e  ase  f ou  seist :  mi  leoue  swete  dame, 
IT  Bote  in  schipe  wexez  ofte  sorawe^  :  peril  and  teone  and  grame ; 
And  f ou  art  nouf e  with  childe  :  couth  is  fat  guode  fame,  >  a/,  om. 

In  fe  .86.  fou  mijhtest^  :  ful  sone  hente  schame —  * Jjiude"**  *° '^   320 
)uyt  hadde  ich  leouere  ich  were  i-huld  :  and  euere  to  ligge  lame. 
Ake  bi-lef  fou  athom  and  reste  fe  wel^  :  and  3em  alle  ore  fingues ; 
At  mine  a3ein-come  god  siende  me  :  of  f  e  guode  tif  ingues ! "     >  a/,  om. 
H  j)o  spak  f e  lauedi,  f e  Quiene  :  and  feol  a-doun  to  is  fote :  324 

**  Leue  louerd,  fou  let  beo  fat  :  and  graunte  me  fat  ich  mote ! 
pia  ilke  sorewe  wole  me  a-slen  :  bote  fou  do  me  bote."  326 

IT  3eot  seide  f e  leuedi  :  and  weop  wel  swife  sore, 
Deolful  and  dreori  heo  ful  a-doun  :  and  seide  ofte,  "  sire,  fin  ore ! 
hov  mi3hte  ich  libbe  and  beon  glad  :  bote  we  to-gadere  wore  ^  9  >  orig.  wen 

••  we  loueden  us  so  joungue  :  and  noufe  we  beoth  sumdel  hore."      330 
IT  So  longue  and  3eome  f  b  lauedi  bad  :  hire  louerd  fat  was  so  hende, 
J)at  he  hire^  grauntede,  and  was  ful  glad  :  with  him  for-to  wiende. 
For  neodfole  bi-sokne  :  of  heom  and  heore  men,  >  orig.  bim 

pe  holie  blessingue  with  hire  bond  :  Marie  makede  on  heom,        334 
For  no  wickede  gost :  bi  f  e  weye  ne  scholde  hem  derie, 
pe  holie  rode  tokningue  :  fram  seoruwe  heom  scholde  werie.  >  r.iordadiipep 
IT  pe  Marie  heo  mauden  wardein  :  of  heom  and  of  heore  schipe,^ 
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)}e  swete  bolie  Maudeleyne  :  in  cristes  wurthschipe,  338 

For  beo  was  pe  kingue  of  heoaene  :  leof  and  deore  and  queme. 

And  bi-token  hire  ecb-del  :  to  witien  and  to  ^erae. 

U  buy  nomen  with  boom  into  beore  scbip  :  bred  i-novj  and  wyn, 

Venesun  of  heort  and  bynd  :  and  of  wilde  swyn,  [m.w*] 

buy  nomen  with  beom  in  beore  scbip  :  al  ]>at  bem  was  leof,  343 

Gies  and  bennes,  crannes  and  swannes  :  and  pore,  motoun  and  beof ; 

For  buy  scbolden  passi  :  ]>e  grickiscbe  se, 

And  for  J^at  buy  nusten  bou  longue  :  buy  scbolden  )»are-inne  be.  346 

IT  buy  drowon  op  seil  and  ore  :  and  scbipeden  a-non-ri^bt, 

Alle,  pe  lasse  and  pe  more  :  Fori,  baroun  and  kny3bt 

buy  nadden  bote  sene  ny3bt  :  i-eeiled  in  J^at  flod, 

]}at  buy  neren  sore  of-dradde  :  pe  se  wax  stuyme  and  wod ;  350 

}5e  se  bi-gan  to  flowen  :  and  fe  wawes  forto  a-rise : 

Some  bi-gonne  to  swouuen  :  and  beore  beortene  sore  a-grise ;  >  at.  roau 

U  J)e  se  bi-gan  to  ebbi^ :  and  J>e  wynd  ful  stuyme  to  blowe.  1*^^^^^ 

Ase  ])e  Quiene  on  bire  bedde  lay^  :  hire  token  ful  strongue  {^rowes, 

beo  swounede  ful  i-lomelicbe^  :  and  barde  pinede  paie-iore,    >  oi.  jIodm 

So  for-to  fat  bire  ^oungue  sone  :  were  of  bure  i-bore.  356 

)}o  ]>at  cbild  i-bore  was  :  ))e  Moder  bi-gan  to  deye, 

)5at  folk  gradde  "  alias  alias  "  :  and  weopen  with  beore  eye. 

U  po  Jje  leuedi  was  ded  :  aftur  fat  fet  child  was  i-bore, 

buy  ne  mi3hten  it  bi-leue  :  to^  make  deol  Jjare-fore.  360 

bat  child  wolde  souke  :  and  it  nuste  3wam,  *  nin^beTS/'L^t*™ 

J3are  nas  no  milk  a-boute  :  ne  no  mielch  wumman. 

U  "  Alias,*'  quath  fe  prince  :  "  fat  ich  euere  was  i-bore  ! 

Wo  is  me  for  fis  junge  child  :  and  for  mi  Quien  fat  ich  habbe  i-lore. 

And  nouf e  it  mot  nede  deye  :  for  souke  ne  hath  i[t]  non, 

Ne  i-not  in  none  balue^  :  3wat  me  is  best  to  don."  ^^^^^^^^^^  366 

IT  J3e   schipmen   hiete"    with   stuyrue  mod   :  fat  men  ne   schulden 

nought  8pare 
\)e  dede  Quien  to  casten  in  fat  fled  :  of ur  elles  buy  mosten  fur-fare : 
''pQ  3wyle  fat  bodi  is  here  with  us  :  fe  stormes  beoth  so  kete. 
To  quellen  us  buy  fenchez  :  and  fat  buy  nellez  lete/'  370 

f  buy  nomen  up  fad^  dede  bodi  :  in-to  fe  se  for-to  caste.  i  r.|»mt 

"  Abidez  juyte  and  herkniez  me  !  "  :  f e  prince  gradde  faste  ; 
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"  yd  ^e  nellez  for  mi  loue  it  lete  ^  :  ne  for  loue  of  mi  wif,       >  om.  it  xtu 

spariez  for  mi  luytel  sone  :  so  pat  he  mouwe  habbe  is  lyf  I  374 

For  3if  is  moder  mouwe  3uyt :  of  hire  suoweningue  awake, 

]?anne  may  mi  luytel  sone  :  to  hire  tete  take." 

U  huy  lokeden  heom  bi-side :  and  sei^en  an  hei3h  hurst 

Swi])e  feor  in  )>e  se^  :  and  )>e  prince  it  i-sai)  furst ;    ^a/.in)>eMwydt  378 

him  |)0U3te  |>at  wel  more  wisdom  :  to  ^  bodie  it  were 

to  burien  it  opon  ]>et  hei3e  hurst :  ^ane  fisches  it  eten  ))ere. 

U  \>o  huy  comen  fudere^  :  huy  ne  mi3hten  make  no  put :      *  J^jJIT*^' 

))e  hurst  was  al  of  harde  stone  :  ech  faste  in  o]>ur  i-knut ;  382 

huy  nomen  pe  Quiene  and  hire  child  :  and  wounden  in  a  mantel, 

And  leide  opon  ])e  hei3e  hurste  :  in  a  grene  Qantel ; 

huy  leiden  )>at  childes  mouth  :  to  ^  moder  tete — 

po  ye  prince  ]>at  i-8ai3h  :  with  wepingue  is  neb  he  gan  wete.  386 

with  gret  deol  |>e  Quiene  and  hire  Child  :  ))are  huy  gonne  lete  [foi.  iMbi] 

Opon  pe^  hurst  y&t  was  so  hei3h  :  and  hard  and  wilde  and  kete.    388 

U  pe  prince  wep  and  wende  forth  :  with  his  schip  in  ]>e  se ; 

*'  Marie  Maudeleyne/*  quath  )>e  prince,  ''  alas  :  )>at  euere  kneu  ich  pe ! 

To  don  ]>is  pelrimage  :  3wy  raddest  pon  me  1 

pov  bede  J^i  god  a  bone  :  )>at  mi  wif  with  childe  scholde  be :         392 

And  nou|>e  is  ded  J^us  sone  :  bo))e  hire  child  and  heo ! 

U  Al  mi  lond  and  al  mi  ])ing  :  ich  habbe  i-take  pe 

To  witen  and  to  wardi  :  3wi  scbal  it  |>anne  |>us  be  1 

Mi  wif  and  mi  3ungue  child  :  marie,  ich  bi-take  396 

To  IhesvL  crtst,  |>i  owene  louerd  :  pat  alle  ping  of  nou3ht  gan  make, 

)}at,  3if  he  is  so  corteys  and  mi3htful  :  ase  )k>u  seidest  to  me,         398 

he  saue  mi  wif  and  mi  child  :  fur-fare  )»at  ich  ne  be." 

U  To  his  schyp  he  wendo :  and  so  forz  in  ^  se. 

God  hem  to  Rome  e ende  :  for  ])udere  wolden  he. 

Seinte  petur  wuste  wel  :  ))at  pe  prince  cam  :  402 

With  milde  mod  and  fair  compaygnie  :  a-3eines  him  he  nam. 

Petur  Axede  him  firam  3wanne  he  cam  :  and  3Wodere  he  wiende 

wolde. 
•*  To  Rome,"  he  seide,  "  fen  wey  ich  take^  :  and  speke  with  pe 

i'cholde ; "  »  o/.  mub 

he  toldo  of  marie  Maudeleyne  :  hou  he  to  hire  cam,  406 
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And  hou  be  cristas  sixti  men :  and  tene  to  him  nam, 

he  tolde  him  of  is  child  :  he  tolde  him  of  is  vrit^ 

hoY  he  with  miide  heorte  :  for  heom  )K)lede  strif. 

II  Seinte  petur  creojsede  him  :  opon  is  rijht  schoider,  410 

Of  pat  Marie  hanede  inseid  :  he  haaede  game  and  woiideri 

And  seide,  **  prince,  wd-come  fou  be  :  and  )»ine  kni)htes  alle  1 

pays  and  grace  with  ^  beo  :  and  loje  ^  mote  on  falle 

In  hour  and  in  halle  :  in  field  and  in  toon  al-eo,  414 

In  castel  nofxa  in  boure  :  ne  wor]^  ^  nenere  wo. 

In  watnr  and  in  londe  :  and  in  alle  stude  I 

God  ^  fram  harme  schilde — ^ :  and  ^  ich  habbe  i-bede. 

II  jHjy  [pi]  wif  slepo  non^^  :  and  fi  sone  him  teste,    i  H'thtSHT  ^^^ 

Loke  ^t  ]N>a  ne  weope  nonjt  for  heni^  :  ne  make  deol  ne  chests  : 

Mi  louerd  is  swi]^  mi)&fal :  he  wole  don  is  wiUe, 

And  he  is  also  quojnte  and  sley  :  bo]^  loude  and  stiUe, 

he  can  jyuen  and  bi-nimen  :  borewi  and  eke  jielde  422 

For  soruwe  blisse,  jwane  his  wills  is  :  in  tonne^  in  waters,  in  fielde ; 

Jwane  he  is  wroth,  he  doth  wrecbe  :  ake  )wt  ftdles  fed  sidde ; 

Ake  of[te]  gret  fuyr  and  eke  stuyrne  :  wext  of  a  laytel  spielde.** 

f  Petar  ladde  |»ene  riohe  man  :  ajein^  to  lemsalem,         > «i.ob.     426 

And  fro  ))annes  ])ene  wey  he  nam  :  with  him  to  bedlehem, 

Frain  jjannes  to  fe  flym  Jordan  :  an  long  bi  ]je  strem — 

I  segge  it  ase  ich  ov  telle  can  :  In  boke  and  nou3ht  in  drem. 

he  Bchewede  him  caluarie  :  )»are  god  was  don  on  rode,  430 

his  fiet  and  is  hondene  :  al-hou  huy  ronnen  on  blode, 

he  tolde  him  of  ))e  }K)rQe8  :  ])at  on  his  heued  stode,  [fou  iw] 

And  of  fe  nailes  ]>at  in  is  fiet :  and  in  his  hondene  wode, 

And  ^et  he  tolde  him  of  pe  spere  :  ]>at  to  ]>e  heorte  him  stong,       434 

And  hou  he  an  hei3h  opon  ]>e  rode  :  deide  with  muche  Mrrong, 

hou  he  into  helle  cam  :  with  Sathanas  to  fi3hte, 

And  is  folk  ]>at  ])are-inne  was  :  hou  he  it  gan  out  di^hte, 

hou  he  a-ros,  and  to  heoue  8teu3  :  to  is  fader  sete  438 

And  sat  him  ))are-inne,  for  he  was  gleu3  :  and  was  him  swy]>e  i-mete. 

IT  )?o  fe  prince  hadde  i-heord  :  seint  peteres  lore,  i  oi.  wm  f<>i 

he  carede  laste  he  were  bi-cherd  :  for  he  hadde  i-beo  fare^  so  3ore ; 

ho  hadde  i-leorned  BVfipe  wel  :  al  clanliche  his  bi-loue,  442 
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liis  cures  and  is  sauter  ech-del  :  po  seido  he,  **  god  it  jeue 
]}at  ich  were  soue  :  in  mine  owene  contreye 
—And  al  mi  folk,  with  flechs  and  blod  :  ri^ht  ase  ich  wolde,  seije ! " 
Seint  petur  he  bad  par  charite  :  cristni  him  a-non  446 

And  al  is  o]mr  mayne  :  and  laten  heom  wende  horn 
And  Jeanne  babbcn  guod  day  :  "  and  jif  us  ))ine  blessingue! 
we  wollez  so  bliue  so  we  mouwen  :  don  us  to  schipijngue." 
U  ''  J)ou  schalt  with-outen  cristiudom  :  wienden  into  )»ine  londe ;  450 
Ne  drede  ]>e  nou3th,  for  pon  mi3ht  it  don  :  with-oute  scharae  and 

schonde. 
pQ  Maudeleyne  schal  been  with  J^e  :  and  to  pe  heo  schal  fongue, 
Lazarus  and  Martha,  al  ]>re  :  bi  ^  buy  schullen  stonde ; 
pBxe  ])ou  schalt  i-cristned  beo  :  ))oru  lesu  cristes  sonde,  454 

And  muche  folk  al-so  of  ]>ine  contreye  :  ne  )»inche  pQ  nou^t  to  longue ! 
U  An  holi  man  schal  crtstni  eoT  :  pe  bischop  Maximus, 
]}at  can  is  mester  don  swi]>e  wel  :  in  Ihe^u  cristus  hous, 
he  wole  beo  3ep  and  eke  rad  :  sley  and  eke  vous,  458 

To  cristni  manie  he  wole  beo  glad  :  to  is  louerd  lesous — 
ho  were  a  fol  and  un-wis  :  pat  ne  were  of  glad  and  bli}^" 
))o  prince  tok  leue  of  seint  petur  :  and  ]>onkede  him  fale  sij^e. 
\>e  prince  saide,  *'  holie  fader  :  haue  nov  wel  guod  day  !  462 

IchuUe  wienden  ham  ward  :  so  bliue  so  ich  may." 
he  dude  him  into  ]>e  salte  fiod.  :  his  schip  bi-gan  to  go 
So  bliue,  for  ]je  wind  was  guod  :  a[s]  swaluwe  swift^  oJ)ur  flo ;  >  oi-om. 
with-inne  ]>e  seuenni^htte  :  ))udere  he  was  i-come  466 

]}are  he,^  a3ein  b  wille,  hi  Icfde  :  is  wif  and  is  sone.  >  oreriined. 

IT  liuy  i-sei3en  bi  ]>e  stronde  :  a  luytel  child  gon  pleye 
with  publes  on  is  honde  :  bi-fore  hem  in  pe  weye. 
pe  prince  stap  out  of  ]>e  schipe  :  of  hem  alle  he  was  pQ  furste,      470 
Opon  pe  stronde  he  3af  a  lupe  :  he  hi3ede  him  to  pe  hursto. 
pat  child  was  swi]>e  sore  of-drad  :  ))o  pe  prince  cam, 
To  his  modor  he  was  wel  rad  :  and  a-boute  ]>e  necke  hire  nam. 
IF  pe  leuedi  lai  wel  stille  and  slep  :  opon  a  grene  cantel,  474 

psit  child  for  fere  cm  to  hire  and  crep  :  under  hire  mantel. 
])o  saide  ))at  child,  *'  hiderward  :  a  ping,  me  ]70U3hte,  i  sai3  come, 
Of  him  ich  am  ful  sore  a-drad  :  laste  we  been  i-nome."  [fou  iw  b.] 
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^  Beo  BtiUe^  mi  sone^  mi  leouo  diild  :  he  is  mi  worldcs  fieie ;        478 
For  giaduessa  wepe  he  wole  :  ])at  pie]  us  findes  heie." 

V  ]>e  prince  cam  and  fond  hire  pex  :  ligginde  on  ^  huxste^ 
|9are  ase  he  fai-lefde  hire  er  :  and  yai  chil  sek  hire  bieste. 

For  loje  he  weep  and  sat  on  is  knen  :  and  heold  np  his  honde  :  488 
*'  ])at  ich  euere  moeto  )ds  inseo :  kSi  )Kmki  ore  lonerdtss  sonde. 
A,  swete  l^biie  Mandeleine  :  }at  me  wolde  nou  rijht  ^indhe  mnrie 
l^Gjhte  piB  wnmman  quikie  a-)ein  :  and  linen  and  hire  starie  1 "    485 

V  ])o  he  hadde  ]iat  word  i-eeid  :  his  wif  hi<gan  to  wake,^  ^  A^nk* 
Of  a  swume  heo  schok  and  braid  :  and  sone  bi<gan  a-wake;  >  oriiMiMt 
And  [seide],  "  fe  hende  Marie  Mandeleyne  :  heo  hath  i-jiiie  me  spliee»^ 
Fram  defe  to  line  heo  hanes  me  i-faroi^t :  )K)ra  Uie  lonecdes  grace ; 
heo  haaes  i-fed  me  and  mi  some  :  and  inlon  nii  aUe  gnode —  4dO 
To  aeggen  it  ^  jwi  scholde  ieh  schonef  :  ^t  jelde  hue  fe  rode ! 

heo  haaes  i-beon  min  hon[s]wif :  mi  mayde  and  mi  Rorice»  492 

And  bote  ich  pe  [seide]  hon  heo  heold  mi  lif :  tot^ofe  ich  were  nice. 

II  Al  ^t  seint  petor  hath^  :  seth]^  i-4)chewed  ye,  i^ftUf.htl^ 

])e  swete  marie  Mandeleyne^:  it  hanez  inMshewed  me :       « •!.  m.  m.  mn^ 

heo  me  hanez  on  hire  bond  i-lad  :  oner  fe  salts  strem^  496 

And  eeipe  for)iere-more  :  to  lemsalem. 

And  set)>e  heo  me  ladde  :  bedlehem  for-to  seo, 

]?udere  ase  seint  petur  :  bi-fore  ladde  ]>e, 

And  8eth])e  to  ^  flum  lordan  :  heo  ladde  me  ful  ra)>e,  500 

wiih-oute  barme  and  8i3ht  of  man  :  and  witb-oute  scbame  and  8ca]ye, 

And  ouer^  heo  me  ladde  :  mi  louerd,  )»are  ])ou  were ; 

And,  for  )»ou  scboldest  loyful  beo  :  nou))e  ri^bt  heo  broujbte  roe 

here." 
U  Quatb  ])e  prince,  '^  ich  )K>nki  god  al-mi3bti  :  ])at  ich  eov  babbe  a- 

liue.  504 

A-risez  bo)»e,  3if  ^e  mouwen  :  and  go  we  to  sebipe  ful  bliue ! " 
buy  duden  beom  to  J^e  watere  :  and  scbipeden  alle  a-non, 
pe  wynd  was  blowinde  swi^  wel  :  and  beore  scbip  bi-gan  to  gon ; 
buy  gonne  to  seili  swi])e^ :  in  |>at  salte  fom,     >  ai.Hyh7«ihemtoa^i«  508 
And  bijeden  beom  ful  bliue  :  J>at^  buy  weren  at  bom.  'a^^JJ^****** 
Witb-inne  a  quartron  of  ^  3ere  :  buy  comen  to  Marcilie. 
Mani  Men  of  feor  and  ner  :  of  beom  gonne  speke  and  spilie, 


MART  MAODALBNE.     THE  SARACENS  ARE  CONVERTED  AND  BAPTISED,    477 
AND   MARY   GOES   INTO  THE   WILDERNESS  FUR  30   TEARS. 

Manie  hem  hadden  to-gailere  i-nome  :  £orl,  baron,  kny3lit,  and  swein, 

Are  buy  weren  to  londe  i-comen  :  for-to  wenden  lieom  a-3ein, 

Sarazins,  and  pe  Giwes  some  :  and  pe  Marie  Maudeleyn  ;  514 

U  Martha  cam  and  lazarns  :  of  heom  huy  wcren  f  ul  glad, 

And  )»e  holie  Bischop  Maximum  :  to  heom  he  was  ful  rad,  516 

And  manie  of  cristine  Men —  :  huy  neren  no]>iiig  of-drad 

To  comen  and  gon  a-jeinest  him  :  and  dou  ]>at  he  heom  bad. 

]?o  ))e  prince  and  is  wyf  :  weren  i-come  to  londe, 

pQ  Maudeleyne  with-oute  strif  :  i-reuested  pave  hny  founde ;  520 

And  ]>o  huy  comen  fram  schipes  bord  :  marie  hny  founden  stonde 

For-to  prechen  godes  word  :  to  heom  ))at  were  on  londe.  [foi.  i96j 

U  pe  prince  tok^  is  wif  and  is  sone  :  with  heorte  guod  and  swete, 

To  fe  Maudeleyne  huy  comen  :  and  fellen  doun  to  hire  fete,  ^MS-toktok 

And  tolden  hire  al  heore  lijf  :  ))at  heom  bi-feol  in  ]>at  weye; 

Pays  and  loue,  harm  and  strif  :  al  huy  gonne  hire  sei3e.  526 

huy  lieten  pane  Bischop  Maximus  :  cristni  heom  a-non, 

Marie  and  Martha  and  lazarns  :  huy  broujhten  heom  ))aron.         528 

pe  children  and  )»e  wummen  alle  :  )»at  weren  in  ^  londe, 

Alle  huy  nomen  cristindom  :  and  ]>at  was  ]>oru  godes  sonde. 

IT  Ich  wot,  huy  nomen  heore  false  godes  :  a:id  casten  heom  ]>are 

doune 
And  brenden  al-to  poudre  :  feor  fram  euerech  toune ;  532 

buy  duden  a-rere  churches  :  ouer  al  Jje  contreies, 
And  priories  wurche  :  and  manie  guode  Abbeies, 
And  preostes  huy  gonne  makien^  :  ouer-al  in  fe  londe,         '  h«d?pre»u« 
Sudecknes  and  o))ur  clerkus  :  to  serui  heom  to  honde.  536 

huy  mauden  lazarus  bischop  :  fe  Maudeleynes  bro)>er ; 
])e  holie  bischop  Maximus  :  maude  al-so  mani  ano]>ur. — 
^  po  elpai  lond  cristine  was  :  and  al  ]>at  folc  |>are-inne, 
Marie  bi-])0U3hte  a  wonder  cas  :  and  stal  a-wey  fram  hire  kunne,  540 
In-to  wildemesse  he  wende  :  al  for-to  wonien  fere. 
Swuch  grace  god  hire  sende  :  heo  was  pare  pntii  jere^ 
)}are  nas  no  watur  a-boute  :  ne  peae  ne  wax  no  tr^ 
pBt  ani  best  mi^hte  onder  at-route  :  J^e  betere  an  ayse  to  beo.         544 
For-60])e  ichulle  jeov  telle  :  of  a  ferliche  wonder : 
Aungles  comen  euer-eche  day  :  rijht  a-bouten  onde'n, 
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And  nonien  8wi|)e  softeliche^  :  J?e  Marie  Maudelein  »  o/.tofu 

And  beren  hire  op  in-to  pe  lofte  :  and  broujhten  hire  eft  a-jein.     548 
IT  Men  nusten  hou  heo  leouede  :  for  noman  ne  saijh  hire  ete ; 
Ake  some  huj  onder-stoden  :  )>at  heo  liuede  bi  Aungelene  mete. 
A  preodt  ])are  was  in  marcille  :  ])at  wilned  swi^  muche 
For-to  leden  elinge  lif  :  )>e  betere  fram  sunne  him  wite .  552 

he  maude  him  a  wonijngue  :  in  p&i  wildernesse 
])are  Marie,  )>e  swcte  Maudeleine^  :  wonede  in  clennesse;         >  a/.)>ing 
he  ne  bulde  nought  fram  Marie^  :  bote  a  wel  luyte  mile —  >  ol  hire  itcde 
For-to  quemen  god  he  it  dude  :  and  he  jeld  wel  is  jwile.  556 

he  hadde  wunder  for  f&t  he  sai^h  :  ])at  )>e  Aungles  comen  of  to 
A-boute  ondeme  echo  daye  :  ase  he  stod  in  is  crofte. 
And  hou  huy  beren  |>e  Maudeleyne  :  an  hei  op  on  lofte. 
And  al-so  hou  huy  broujhten  hire  a-jein  :  and  sctten  hire  a-doun  wel 
softe.  560 

U  l)e  preost  a-ros  op-on  a  day  :  and  wende  neor  pe  stude, 
he  wolde  i-wite  jwat  he  i-saijh  :  and  ])are-fore  he  it  dude ; 
To  |)ulke  stude  he  cam  so  {leijh^:  al  bote  a  stones  caste : 
})o  bi-gonne  hise  )>eon  to  schrinke  :  and  to  croki  swipe  faste ;        564 
A-drad  he  was,  and  turnde  a-jein  :  and  so  he  moste  nede — 
Ne  knev  he  nou3t  fe  Maudeleyne  :  ne  hire  guode  dedes. 
Eft-sone  he  3eode  him  J? ude-ward  :  is  fiet  bi-gonne  folde, 
liis  lieorte  and  his  Inneward  :  him  gonnen  al  to  colde.  568 

lie  f ou3hte  it  was  sum  derne  fing  :  of ur  som  holi  priuete, 
I-comen  fram  fe  heuene  king  :  fat  he  ne  scholde  it  nou3ht  i-seo  : 
U  he  sat  a-doun  opon  is  kneon  :  and  bad  ore  louerd  fere 
)5at  he  moste  i-wite  and  seon  :  3wat  fat  feorlich  were;  572 

he  gradde  on  eornest  and  on  game  :  "  fou  best  in  fine  celle,   [foi.  loeb.] 
Ich  halsni  fe  a-godes  name  :  of  f i  stat  fat  fou  me  telle  ! " 
heo  bi-gan  to  tellen  :  wordes  him  a-3ein  : 

**  I  segge  it  fe  for-sof e  :  ich  am  Marie  Maudeleyn,  576 

J?at  to  fe  kingue  of  heoue  :  of  mine  suunes  ich  me  schr*»f, 
And  foule  deuelene  seouene  :  out  of  me  he  drof. 
Teh  habbe  i-woned  nouf e  here  :  fulle  f ritti  3er, 
Ake  i-ne  8ai3h  neuere  no  man  fus  nei3h  :  bote  fe  noufe  her.  580 

U  Of  no-f ing  fat  ani  man  :  of  f c  eorfe  euere  bi-swonk, 
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I-ne  .et,  seth])e  ich  hidere  cam  :  no  mete,  ne  no  drunch  ne^  dronk ; 

Godes  Aungles  euer-ech  day  :  habbe  me  here  i-nome  *  overiined. 

An  ibore  me  abie  wey  :  jwane  i^cholde  come,  584 

An  heijh  to  heouene  lofte  :  euere  3  wane  i^  ete  scholde,  >  M8.it 

And  hidere  a3ein  wel  softe  :  3 wane  ich  mi-sulf  wolde. 

Ich  halsni  ])e  a-godes  name  :  ^at  poxx  wende  to  Marcilie, 

And  with  mine  freond  with-oute  blame  :  loke  wel  fai  (ou  spilie  :  588 

povL  gret  wel  Martha,  mi  soster,  ofte  :  and  mi  bro])er  ]azar//«, 

And  al-80  gret  ofte  swi])e  wel  :  |)ene  bischop  Maximus, 

And  seie  hem  wel  ichuUe  comen  :  a-sonenday  at  eue, 

-with  heom  for-to  wonie  :  and  euere  with  heom  bi-leue —  592 

For  ischal  t^  paradis  :  newene  fram  heom  fare, 

Ake  mi  bodi,  for^o^  i-wis  :  bi-leue  schal  with  heom  pare ; 

Sei^e  heom  put  buy  kepen  me  :  aftur  )>e  mid-ni3hte, 

For  fare  ich  hopie  for-to  beo  :  pom  godes  swete  mi3hte."  596 

IT  })ia  holie  preost  him  wende  forth  :  and  dade  hire  herinde  anon 

To  pe  bischop  maximus  :  ase  heo  bad  him  don. 

))e  holie  bischop  Maximus  :  was  glad  of  ^at  sonde, 

And  for  pat  ti|)ingue  he  ])onkede  god^  :  and  to  him  heold  up  is 

honde  ;  ^al.U l^yui :  he lidde       600 

hire  soster  and  hire  brofer  :  weren  f ar-of  wel  fayn  : 

"  Nou  comez  oure  Maister  sone  :  Je  marie  Maudeleyn  ! " 

Of  ])is  ilke  ty))ingues  :  buy  weren  swi])e  glad 

J)dt  buy  hadden  i-heord —  :  ake  some  weren  of-drad  604 

])at  buy  bi-trayde  weren.  :  ake  ]>e  bischop  Maximus 

wuste  wel  ^at  hit  was  sothz —  :  to  seon  hire  he  was  loyous. 

And  to  witen  hire  stat  euer-echdel  :  he  was  wel  coralous. 

IF  For-to  seon  pane  Messager  :  ]>eno  8onen-ny3ht  he  wakede,  608 

And  al  ny3ht  was  in  heore  queor  :  and  his  oresones  he  makede, 

bi-fore  pe  hei3e  Auter  ore  louerd  he  bad  :  ])at  he  moste  i-seo 

j)Q  Maudeleynes  face  :  J^at  he  pe  gladdore  mi3hte  beo.  [foi.  197] 

Sone  aftur  pe  Midni3ht  :  are  ani  koc  him  crev,  612 

f)aie  cam  a  wonder  muche  li3ht  :  ake  no  wynd  ^are  ne  blev, 

f)e  Aungles  comen  fram  heouene  :  and  brou3hten  pe  Marie, 

buy  seiden  pe  salmus  seouene  :  and  pe  letanie ;  >  ai,  behun  iMrt 

Fram  pe  eor^e  buy  gonne  hire  holden^  :  ampe  longue  stounde,     616 
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|)e  jwyle  heo  makede  hire  preyere  :  and  sethj^e  lieten  hire  to  grounde. 

)X>  cam  wit  hire  swuch  a  smul  :  among  heom  euerech-on, 

In  churche,  in  halle  and  in  boor  :  ]>at  swuch  ne  smulden  huy  neaeier 

non.  ^aL$mak       •  abtk      619 

IF  pe  bischop,  for  fe  muchele  liJ3ht  :  and  for  ]>at  swoto  smullingue,^ 
•  Somdel  )>are-fore  he  was  arferd  :  and  a  luyte  him  drovj  bi-hinde.* 
Marie  tumede,  of  wordes  freo  :  and  of  vilenie  quijt  and  sker, 
And  seide,  "fader,  jwy  wolt]H)u  fi  doubter  fleol  :  a-bid  and  cum 
meaner ! " 
^he  saijh  hire  neb,  and  tumde  a-^ein  :  so  bright  so  sonne-bem,        624 
Of  ])at  swete  Maudeleine  :  so  ly^ht  so  ani  leom. 
II  heo  saide,  "fader  Maximus  :  par  seinte  charite,  'j'liS^JSS*"**"''^ 

Schrift  and  hosel  ich  ^uyme^  :  sons  |)ou  grannie  it  mo ! " 
iiuy  cicopeden  alle  |>e  preostes  :  and  fe  clerkus  euerech-on  628 

And  alle  |>e  o|)ur  ministres  :  and  duden  hire  wille  a-non. 
heo  it  a-ueng  wepinde  :  with  guod  deuotion,  630 

And  wel  sore  sichinde  :  heo  lay  hire-sulf  a-doun, 
II  And  seide,  **llieg\i,  ])at  deidest  opon  ]>e  trco  :  al  mi  slat  ]>ou  wost ; 
Into  ]>ine  hondene  ich  bi-take  fe  :  mi  lijf  and  mi  gost" 
Auon-ri3ht  heo  jaf  up  hire  lijf  :  and  hire  gost,  i-wis.  634 

lieo  was  i-lad  with-outen  strif  :  anon-ri^ht  to  paradys. 
))«  biscliope  ))0U3hte  murie  :  and  \>e  clerkes  echon, 
And  a-non-ri3ht  gonne  liiro  burien  :  in  a  Marbre-ston. 
U  Seue  ni3ht  fare-aftur-ward  :  fat  day  fat  heo  i-bured  was,  638 

Ni3ht  and  day  fat  smul  was  fare —  :  it  was  a  wonder  cas. 
\)G  bischop  fou3hte  murie  :  and  bad,  3wane  he  ded  were, 
)5at  Men  him  scholden  burien  :  bi-siden  hire  ri3ht  fere. 
Of  fe  Maudeleine  :  fis  is  fe  ri3hte  endingue.  642 

God  us  scliilde  f ram  peyne  •  and  to  heouene  us  bringue  !     AmeN 

67    [Ypolyt] 

SEint  ypolyt  f e  Martyr  :  knyht  was  of  gret  honour, 
)5at  wuste  seint  laurence  in  prisone  :  f  oru3  heste  of  f  e  Aumperour, 
And  foru3h  him  tumde  to  cristindom  :  and  his  maine  al-so, 
And  bnrede  him  ful  stilleliche  :  f o  he  was  to  def e  i-do.  4 

IF  )?o  he  hadde  seint  laurence  i-bured  :  and  hit  was  vnder-jite, 
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Me"  ortreuweden  fat  he  creatine  were  :  ase  buy  mijhten  wel  f o.  i-wite. 

)}eue  ])ridde  day  aftur  :  pat  seint  laurence  i-bured  was, 

Ypolyt  wende  to  is  owene  hous  :  ase  it  were  bi  cas  ;  8 

Al  his  mayne  he  grette  fayre  :  and  jaf  heom  part  al-so 

Of  J?e  milsfole  dede  fat  he  hadde  :  on  seint  laurence  i-do. 

IF  his  meyne,  fat  al  cristine  was  :  fair  semblaunt  him  made  i-nou3h,  • 

And  sone  fo  it  time  was  :  toward  fe  mete  him  drov^.  12 

j)o  fat  bord  was  i-leid  :  and  he  was  f arto  i-sete, 

And  his  mete  bi-fore  him  i-broujht :  er  he  hadde  oujt  i-jete,   [foi.  m  b.] 

f)e  kny3htes  comen  in  ate  3ate  :  luf  ere  men  i-nowe, 

bi-fore  decius  fe  Aumperour  :  wel  filliche  him  drowe.  16 

IF  })o  decius  i-saijh  him  furst  :  a-busemare  he  I0U3, 

And  seide  :  "  ypolyt,  hou  gez  f  is  1  :  tumste  to  f e  woujh  1 

honoure  ore  godes,  ich  [f  e]  rede  :  and  do  ore  heste  sone, 

And  do,  ase  f  ou  art  hiende  knijht  :  ase  f  ou  au3test  for-to  done  I "  20 

II  "  Sire,  ich  habbe,"  quath  ypolyt  :  "  in  folie  longue  i-beo 

And  in  vnconnesse  mi  lijf  i-leoued  :  ase  man  fat  ne  couf e  ise ; 

Ake  nouf  e  ich  am  to  god  i-turnd —  :  to  late  i  dude  so ! 

J)ou  do  bi  me  al  fat  f ou  canst  :  for  non  of ur  i-nelle  do."  24 

II  "  No  1  neltf  ou  1 "  quat  f  is  Aumperur  :  "  f  ou  schalt  i-leue  me, 

Ase  we  serueden  laurence  er  :  we  schullen  non  serui  f  e  I "  »  ai.  om. 

"  3e,  god  it^  jeue,"  quath  fis  holie  man  :  **fat  it  were  bi  me  noufe 

Ase  it  mid  him  is  fat  f  ou  nemmest :  rijht  noufe  with  luf  ere  mouf  e  I " 

H  **Go"  forth,"  quath  fis  Aumperour  :  "mine  tormentores,  a-non. 

And  streputh  naked  fis  luf  ere  f  ef  :  rijht  to  flechs  and  bon  I "         30 

])is  tormentores  wel  3are  were  :  to  don  fat  sorie  dede. 

\)e  holie  man,  f  o  he  was  naked  :  to  f  e  Aumperour  he  seide ;  32 

])is  holie  man  seide,^  "  wenstou,  wrechche,  to  make  me  naked  1  :  nay 

f  ou,  i-wis,  ^  )>is— Mide  al,  om. 

Ake  f ou  bi-guinnest  raf ur  to  clof  ie  me  :  with  loye  of  heoueno  blis." 
IF  **Nimez  a-non,"  quath  fe  Aumperour  :  "and  tormentiez  him  wel 

faste ! " 
]De  tormentores  al  redie  weren  :  and  heor  clof  es  of  buy  caste,  36 

Wif  scourges  and  with  staucs  al-so  :  buy  beoten  him  ase  buy  woren 

wode, 
And  al  defouleden  is  holie  bodi  :  fat  is  limes  ronnen  a-blode ; 

LEGENDS   OF  SAINTS.  1  I 
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So  longaSy  ^at  bay  [werie]  weren  :  and  ^are-foie  stille  huy  stode. 
J)e  Aumperour  bi-heold  heom  &8te  :  with  M  sorie  mode.  40 

^  piB  boUe  many  fo  bim  smert  soie  :  lude  to  grede  be  gan : 
Icb  ^nki  }»e,  loueid  iesn  crist :  for  icb  am  cristifie  man."  42 

Nimez  him,"  qnatb  ye  Aumperour  :  **  and  ledez  bim  up  on  beijb  I " 
bay  biocqbten  bim  np^n  an  be^  de-grece  :  fst  mucbe'  folk  bim  i-seijh, 
And  duden  on  bim  is  noble*  lobe  :  ^t  be  werede  er  *  VJi  tfimw^fJ!*' 
))e  jwyle  be  was  so  noble  knyjbt :  and  of  so  giet  power.  46 

T  )}o  be  stod  al*eo  qaoyntelicbe  :  ase  men  bim  gie^i  mijbte, 
"Tpolyty"  qoatb  ye  Amnperour  :  "  nouye  yon  bast  ^ne  rijbte. 
bi-])encb  ye  wocb  a  man  ^u  art :  and  jwncb  a  kny jbt^  ^a  bast  i-beo^ 
KoUe  and  bende^  ase  yon  jayt  scbalt :  jif  ^u  wolt  ye  bi-seo ;        50 
bi-)>encb  ye  of  ^t  yon  bast  i-baued  :  of  ]>i  noble  dignete,  >  ak.  om.  la  Ariu 
And  bi-lef  bere  in  ore  compaynie  :  ase  yon  were  er  witb  me  I " 
VSire  Aumperour/'  quatb  [^is]  bolie  Man  :  ''for  noujbt  yon 

spextso: 
For  a  newe  knyjbt  icb  am  bi-oome  :  n'ewe  batayle  to  do ;  54 

Godes  knyjbt  of  beouene  icb  am  :  and  al  mi  wille  so  is 
)^t  icb  in  bis  batayle  be^  :  sons  i-martred,  i-wis."  ^  Aah.  wtrt 

))o  was  ye  Aumperour  wrotb  i-noi^b  :  be  deopede  Valerian, 
bis  lustise,  ))at  was  schrewe  i-nov3  :  and  a  swij^e  lu))er  man ;  58 

**  Nira,"  he  seide,  "  f  is  foule  f  ef  :  and  with  a  strong  torment     [foi.  i98] 
bring  him  of  line,  ase  yo\x  mi3ht  :  with  hard  luggenicnt ; 
V  And  wiend  furst  bom  to  is  J^ingue  :  and  nim  al  his  guod, 

For  euei^ch  del  ich  3iue  it  f  e  :  and  his  flechs  and  his  blod."  62 

IF  To  yis  holie  mannes  hous  :  \>e  lustise  wende  a-non, 

Al  his  maynie  he  fond  ]>are  :  cristine  euerechon ; 

Ech  af tur  o)>ur  he  liet  heom  nirae  :  and  tormenti  sore  i-nov3 ; 

And  bi-fore  f is  holie  man  :  ech  aftur  ofur  drou3  *  Ash.  me  66 

And  ech  aftur  ofur  bi-fore  his  ei3ene  :  with  gret  torment  he^  8I0V3  : 

he  liet  alle  beore  hauedene  emiten  of  :  with  schendnesse  and  W0U3. 

IT  J)o  huy  weren  bi-fore  f is  holie  man  :  alle  to  defe  i-brou3ht,  69 

And  fe  lustise  i-8ai3h  fat  he  ne  mi3hte  :  fare-with  tuyrne  is  )>ou3lit, 

wilde  coltes  and  strongue  :  he  liet  fctte  at]7e  laste 

And  bi  ye  fet  J^isne  holie  man  :  to  heore  tayle  he  bond  faste,  72 

And  liet  j)e  coltes  some  forth.  :  wel  luyte  huy  wolden  a-bide, 
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Ake  omen  and  drowen  ))ene  holie  Man  :  al-a-boute  wel  wide, 
])oru3  scharpe  breres  and  ))orne3  :  and  ope  manie  an  harde  stone ; 
f)e  peces  fullen  ]>icke  a-boute  :  of  his  fle'che  frani  pe  bone.  76 

So  longue,^t  ho  liet  ))at  lif —  :  his  deth  was  strong  i-novj, 
3 wane  ech  of  pis  wilde  coltes  :  at  heore  tayle  him  drov^ ! 
IF  Ore  louerd  hat  ofte  for  hiB  loue  ;  fair  miracle  i-do 
On  hoi-s  pai  weren  to  him  i-mete  :  and  on  coltes  al-so.  80 

Manie  Men  habbuth  i-said  J^aro-fore  :  3wane  buy  jeme  to  hors  toke : 
"  Ore  louerd  and  seint  ypolyt  :  Jis  hors  saue  and  loke  I  '* 
bidde  we  nou))e  seint  ypolyt  :  ])at  he  ore  erinde  beode,  83 

\)&t  merci  he^  habbe  of  us  alle  :  and  off  alle  ]>at  habbuth  neode.^ 
AmeN.  >  ai.  god 

3  After  the  Saints'  lives,  follow  in  MS.  Laud:  6S.  Etayings  of  St.  Bernard. 
69.  Yision  of  St.  Paal  (both  ed.  by  me  in  Herrig*i  Archiv,  1874).  70.  Debate  of 
body  and  soul.  7 1 .  Havelok.  72.  King  Horn  (ed.  in  Herri^i  Archiv^  1873) ;  after 
this,  3  more  legends  written  by  a  later  hand,  of  which  I  add  two  in  the  Appendix. 
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APPENDIX. 

[Ttie  following  two  Legends  are  added  at  the  end  of  MS,  Laud 

by  a  later  hand,"] 

m 

73    Vita  &  passio  mncA  Blasii  msixiyria. 

Seynt  blase  wel  clene  lyf  ladde,  wi)K)ote  any  hore  ;  [fui.  szs  b.j 

In  ])e  lond  of  capadoce  ])i8  goderaan  was  I-boro. 
ffor  bis  goduesse  cristenemen  bisschop  him  wolde  make ;     ' 
Nolde  he  nat  of  swich  power,  ac  gan  it  anon  for-sake.  4 

ffor  he  it  nolde  in  none  manere,  he  fley  out  of  ]7e  londe 
In  wildemesse  to  a  dep  valeye,  .3.^  ]7er  he  gan  to  astonde.  ^^  =  k, 

Pryueliche  he  wonede  Jjer,  .3.  hodde  him  swi))e  longe, 
And  seniede  god  wel ;  in  penance  he  duelde  8wi])o  stronge.  8 

Wilde  bestes  ]>at  |>er  were,  a-boute  him  comen  ])ikke, 
[3]  solaseden  him,  for  he  was  one ;  his  lymes  |)ei  wolden  likke. 
Whan  any  of  hem  sike  were,  to  him  he^  wolden  a-non,  1  sheo,  hi 

And  arst  ar  he  hem  blessede,  nane  fot  fro  him  noldcn  gon.  12 

Ech  sik  beste  sone  hoi  was  whan  ])ei  hadde  his  blessinge  ; 
Jjoru  godes  grace  fro  fer  to  him  ho  comen  for  ])is  f  ingge.^—         ^^'  *'•* 
\)Q  lu]}er  iustise  of  ]7e  lond,  ])at  het  agrycolas, 

his  men  to  hunten  owt  he  seute,  ])er  ]7is  gode  man  was.  16 

As  ))ei  wenden,  hem  ]70ote  woonder  y^  he  so  fewe  deer  founde. 
he  be-holde  into  )>e  depe :  ]7o  seye  ))oi  on  ])e  grounde 
Sw])7e  fele  der  a-boote  aman,  ]7at  he^  sat  hem  a-mydde  >  ai.  om. 

A-kne,  3  be-held  to  heuene-ward,  his  beden  forto  bydde ;  20 

]?ese  bestes  arlooten  alle  to  him-ward.     In  gret  ])out  |)e8  honten  were  ; 
he  wouten  3  tolde  ]7e  lastise  a1  ))at  \e\  seye  ))ere. 
he  het  hem  a-^en  wende  3.  him^  seche,  y{^  ]}ei  him^  fonde  ^er  gon. 
Any  cristene  man,  fat  hi  scholde  to-fore  him  bringge  a-non.  \^'^'    24 
]>o  30^  comen  .3.  seint  blase  founde,  he  seydcn  :  **  |)ou  schalt  aryse 
3.  come  wif  ous,  3  speke  anon  wi))  ]7e  heye  Iustise."  *  =he,  heo 

**  Mine  leue  sones,"  seint  blase  seyde,  ^'  30  ben  to  me  welcome  ; 
ffor  now  ich  wot  ])at  Ih«<u  crist  to  me  hauo))  3cme  I-uome.  28 


486   0¥.  BLABt  BB8TOBB8  A  DBAD  CHILD  TO  UFB,  AND  MAKBH  A 
WOLV  BBIira  BACK  A  PIG  BB'b  OABBIBD  OFF. 

€k>  we  noa  forp  in  his  name,  Ich  wot  he  wile  vs  lede  ; 

Ne  lene^  nat  to  don  he  me  al  ^at  he  ^ou^  sede.**  ^  at.|oimnMd0ttr 

As  ^ei  ladde  piB  holy  roan  toward  pe  lustise, 

Prechinde  he  tornede  many  on  to  onre  looerdee  seniise ;  32 

Blynde  .j.  dene  ^  domhe  also  .j.  p*  oper  siknesse  hadde. 

Many  on  to  hele  he  hronjthe,  als  me  him  for]^  ladde; 

Wilde  heetes  ^at  sike  were,  onrae  to  him  also 

As  men  him  ladde,  .j.  fette  here  hele  als  J^ei  hadde  arst  i-do. —  86 

A  jong  child,  als  he  et^  his  mete,  a  bon  schet  in  his  ^rote ;         ^  iis.hii 

Al  astrangled  }  ded  it  lay,  |k>  it  was  in  i-schote. 

his  moder  nadde  no  child  bote  ^at ;  greth  doel  )e  made  wijnalle. 

To-fore  seint  blase  je  bar  ^is  child  .j.  as  wod  gan  doun  iaile,  40 

3  bad  he  scholde  hire  sone  hele.  '  )>is  god  man  his  bond  vp  nom 

).  ble8se[de]  it :  )  yat  bon  ont  schet,  j  ^at  child  hoi  beKM>m. 

'*  Lonerd,**  seyde  ^is  gode  man,  **  grante  me  a  bone : 

])at  man  in  what  ynel  bidde)>  to  me,  I-here  him  wel  sone  44 

}if  he  seye  ^ese  wordes  to  ]»e :  *  lonerd  ctyst,  )rin  ore  1  IfiA,  ntj 

ffor  loue  of  seint  blase,  J^i  sergeant^  help  [me]  of  )ris^  sore  I  * "      i  m.  Mt 

In  worschipe  of  godes  holy  name,  who-so  him  bid  ^is  bone 

ffor  looe  of  seint  blase  in  good  entente,  he  wor^  i-herd  wel  sone. —     48' 

A  ponere  wif-man  per  was  also,  ^at  bote  on  sowe  hadde ; 

a  wolf  awey  to  wode  it  bar.     on  seint  blase  londe  je  gradde 

pBt  he  scholde  of  hire  swyne  helpe.     seint  blas^  low  a-non. 

**  Ne  dred  te  uopmg  of  pe  wolf,  ])ei  lie  be  an  yuel  bwod  !  52 

"  A-byd,  mayster,  }  com  a^eyn  j  bring  ph  swyn  a-now  ^  *  JlSoir*  'S?  nrnT'  ^ 

To  ))i8  pore  wifman,  |)at  ha]?  ^erto  betere  ry^t  |}an  ))ou !  ^ 

j)Q  wilde  beste  com  a^eo  3  ])at  swyn  doan  a^  leyde  >  r.  idoon 

Al  harniles  ate  wydewe  fot,  as  pe  holy  man  him  seyde.  56 

ffor  ))er  nas  no  wilde  beste  ])at  he  nadde  to  his  heste, 

ffor  he  liym^  held,  as  30  babbef  i-herd,  }  made  wif  hem  gret  feste. — 

j)o  he  at-fore  pe  iostise  cam,  **  wel-come,  blaso,"  he  seyde,  >  r.  hem 

"  J)ou  louest  cure  godes  j  art  here  frend ;  he  willen  pe  wisse  3  rede."  60 

"  heil  be  |;ou,  iustise,"  seint  blase  seyde,  "  3  alle  ^at  pe  i-sep  ! 

Ne  clepe  nat  ])es  godes  so  fair  a  name,  for  pure  deflen  he  be]). 

ffor  who  f*  euere^  on  hem  beleoe);,  schullen  into^  helle  pyne 

Ene  3.  euere  tormentud  be,  pe  lord  3  ek  his  liyne."  ^oi.  hi  &h<Mo  *  o/.  in  64 

l)\a  iustise  for  vfr&ppe  anon  let  hym  strepe  al  nakud, 

[3]  ^'l'  barde  skourges  on  hym  legge ;  many  wounde  on  him  was  makod. 

Euere  he  seyde,  as  men  hym  beet :  "  ^e  ne  turnef  nat  my  Jjout ; 

My  louerd  ilie«u  is  al  myn  help,  .1  ne  drede  30U  ry^t  nowth."  68 

po  he  iiym  hadde  louge  i-bete  pat  he  wery  were^ 
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he  him  deden  in  Btrong  priHon,  to  tormeoteD  him  ))ere. 

f)aX  wifman  ))at  seiut  blase  hadde  ))e  swyo  ))e  wolf  be-nome, 

f)o  ))at  he  in  prison  was,  3  pe  tidinge  to  hire  icorae,  72 

3e  slou  )7at  swyn,  3  bar  to^  seint  blase  bo])e  beued  3  feet  ^  ai.om. 

To  fe  prison,  wel  ^  y-sode  ;  3  J>e  goderaan  far-of  eth.  »  MS.  wei  wei 

"  Wifman,"  he  seyde,  *^  for  pe  kyndenesse  )>ou  hast  me  her  I-do, 

wexe  3  echo  pine  bestes  schulle,  3  yin  oj^er  p\ng  also.  76 

3  euerich  [man]  her-afteward  ))at  me  haue|>  in  mynde 

3  honoure))  me  wi])  any  of  his  orf,  al  ))ulke  beste  kynde 

proueu  it  schal  pe  bet  vrip  him,  3  al  ])at  him  come])  to  ;  ** 

Akne  he  bad  to  oure  louerd  crist  pat  it  moste  ben  so. —  80 

Atfore  pe  iustise  an  oj^er  day  seint  blase  was  i-bront 

po  he  i-say  ))at  he  ne  my^tte  a3en  god  tome  his  J^out, 

Mid  ropes  him  hengen^  on  a  tre.     be-ne))e  ))er  stode  I-nowe  >  ai.hih.him 

Torraentours  wi])  oules  kene,  3  al  his  fless  to-drowe ;  84 

as  men  wi])  combes  woUe  to-drau)>,  his  fless  per-v/ip  he  tere. 

Euere  prechede  ])is  holy  man,  as  ))ei  him  no])ing  nere. 

f)o  he  hym  ne  my^tten  so  ouer-come,  to  prison  a3en  him  bere— 

fifor  his  lymes  him  nolde  here,  so  he  to-drawe  were.  88 

as  me  bar  pe  godeman,  he  stremede  al  o-blode.  [fui.fitob.] 

seue  wifmen  )>at  cristene  were,  be-helde  [j^is]^  as  |>ei  stode :  >  om. 

pel  ^eden  3  gadereden  of  pe  blod,  for  it  was  holden  relik, 

per-wlp  hem  smere  3  sura  to  wyte,  to  smere  ))erwi))  pe  sike.  92 

))o  pe  lu])ere  men  |)is  i-seye,  .  faste  he  hem  toke, 

3  bad  hem  honure  here  godes ;  .3  al  ))at  he  for-soke. 

Jjei  seyde  :  "  ^our  godes  vn-clene  bef,  ferfore  je  vs  hem  lene, 

3  bring  hem  to  pe  faire  water,  we  schullen  hem  wassche  clene,  96 

3  we  hem  wille])  honure,  als  30  vs  wille))  rede.** 

]^is  [iustise]  was  ry3th  glad  ;  his  godes  to  pe  water  he  let  lede.  >  oorr.  to  he? 

f)eB  wifmen  nomen  peae  maumettes,  wan  ))idcr  30^  were  bi-swonke, 

3  casten  hem  into  pe  depe  water ;  a-non  pe  schrewen  sonken.  100 

*^  Nou  we  bidde))  30U  selue  helpn)),^  o))er  3oure^  my3tte  is  schronke. 

Why  nelle  he  nat  comen  vp  to  helpe  30U  ?    Ich  wene  he  bej)  a-dronke.*' 

pes  wreches  wi|)  poles  3  wij)  hokes  here  godes  a-non  soute  ;   letdehomfuile 

wij?  drery  chere  3  vnnefe  he  hem  to  londe  broutthe.  »*irhore 

pis  Iustise  was  for  wrappe  wod,  loudo  he  gradde  3  chidde ;  105 

A  wei  strong  fur  he  let  ))er  make  .3  caste  ))es  wifmen  amydde. 

welled  led  30  ))rewen  on  hem,  vune))e  it  ))oute  hem  warm  ; 

]?at  fur  be-gan  to  quenche  a-non  ;  non  of  hem  nadde  harm.  108 

wel  wro);  was  ])is  Iustise  ))o,  3  wei  loude  gradde ; 

he  hem  let  honge  opon  a  tre,  as  he  arst  seiut  blase  hadde. 
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wip  oules  he  to-drowen  here  fless,  as  he  be-nefe  stode ; 

Non  ofer  fan  whyt  mylk  out  of  hem  com,  in  etede  of  here  blode.      1 12 

Euere  f  e  more  men  hem  to-drowe,  f  e  gladdere  he  were ; 

*'  Sire  lustise,  it  is  for  nout,  fus^  ne  quellest  vs  nat  to-^ere.  >  r.Jju 

Jif  J)ou  vs  wilt  don  of er  fing,  bringge  it  sone  to  ende, 

)3at  we  mowe  to  Ihesu  crist ;  we  wilnejj  fider  wende."  116 

]:)i8  lustise  het  fat  me  scholde  here  heuedes  of  smyte  anon. 

Jjese  wyfman  to-ward  here  martirdom  glade  gonne  gon. 

p&i  on  wifman  hadde  tweye  sones,  fat  cristene  were  also ; 

he  wepe  for  here  moder  def,  he  nuste  neuere  elles  what  do ;  120 

\)ei  hengen  on  hire,  ^  nolden  hire  fro  nat  o  fote  gon, 

}e  sworen  ^e  wolden  fan  def  a-foiige  wif  hire  per  a-non. 

Gret  doel  hadde  f  e  moder  of  hem,  for  ^e  of  elde  nere ; 

Je  ne^  my^tte  it  for  nof iitg  so  fat-  f ei  martired  were,^   J  J/^s  Tv"more.    ^^^ 

he  criede  opon  f e  tormentoures  f^  he  hem  ne  sscholde  sle  : 

^  he  hem  let  here  wey  so  ^onge  alyue  gon  a^e, 

And  nome  3  smyten  f  e  heuedes  of  f ese  wifmen  alle  seuene. 

Anngles  fere  soules  alle  ladde  to  fe  blisse  of  heuene.  •   128 

\)G  children  gret  dol  for  here  moder  maden  in  alle  wyse ; 

po  nie  nolde  hem  asle,  he  ronne  to  fo  iustise, 

3  seydo  fat  ^e  cristene  were,  ^  fat  his  lawe  nas  nawth, 

3  fat  he  scholde  myd  liis  godcs  to  pyne  of  helle  ben  brouth.  132 

J)e  iustise  let  f es  children  nyme,  f ei  ^e  ^onge  were ; 

In  depe  prison  ^e  weren  i-cast,  to  torinenten  hem  fere. 

Wei  glad  were  f  es  3ungo,  f  o  ^e  were  y-noine,  [foi.  tso] 

flbr  he  liopeden  y-martircd  be,  3  to  lieueiie-blisse  come.  136 

J50  let  fe  lustise  anon  after  seiiit  blase  sende, 

3  het  liiin^  lioniire  here  godes,  3  his  fout  sone  wende.  *  MS.  hem 

*'  It  is  for  naut,"  seint  blase  seyde,  "  f  ou  ne  sclialt  it  nat  make 

Jjat  icli  wreche  stones  lionure,  3  Ihesu  crist  for-sake.  140 

Do  wif  my  body  what  f ou  wilt,  of  whom  fou  hast  power  ; 

Of  my  soule  ne  hast  fou  [non],  it  nis  nat  in  f i  power." 

J5er  was  a  water  swyfo  depe  :  fo  iustise  atte  laste, 

ffor-to  adranclie  fis  holy  man,  aniyddes  lie  let  him  caste.    ^  MS.  vpfro  144 

Signe  of  fe  crois  seint  blase  made  :  vp^  fe  water  he  3ede  dreye, 

Vp  3  douii  als  vpe  druye  lond,  ne  my^tc  fe  water  liiin  nuye. 

"Wreche,"  he  scyde,  "her  fou  my^t  se  wich  is  <^odes  iny;th  ! 

Loke  3if  ^oure  godes  so  liardi  be  fat  fei^  doren  here  a-ly3th  !"  148 

ffifue  3  sixti  of  proute  l.ynen  lupen  into  f  e  water  a-non,  ;,te"tS;j,'^^^^^^^  '^ 

3  treste  to  meche  to  here  godes,  3  adreynten  enerichon. 

)5o  weren  fo  fat  stode  a-rowe,i  ech  be  ofer  as  fei  stode,  ^  jJoitl^vere™ 
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per  ne  dorste  noD  of  hem  to  |>em  go  for  depe  of  pe  flode.  152 

Seint  blase  3ede  vp  3  doun,  3  an  aungel  to  him  com 

3  seyde  :  "  ])ou  take  ]7e  blisse  of  heuene  ])ora  pi  martirdora  ! " 

))i8  godeman  J^onkede  ihMU  criflt,  \>^  his  aungel  to  him  sende ; 

3  )>o  his  [fon]^  ne  durste  comen  hyni  ney,  a^en  to  londe  he  weude. 

he  seyde  :  **noa  ^e  ben  agast  foilo  comen  to  me,  ionLa/.>eo)>er. 

I  come  to  30U  in  godes  name,  for  I  30U  nelle  fle." 

po  schon  his  face  as  pe  sonne,  wip  leme  BVfife  bry3the ; 

]9er  nas  [non]  p&t  for  bry^thnesse  his  face  sen^  myjthe.    ^  MS.  )>*mii    160 

per  were  ey^tte  9  twenti  men  .j  sizti  men  also 

]?at  leueden  in  god  for  pe  miracle  pat  pere  was  I-do. 

I-nome  he  were  vrip  )>is  gode  man,  to-fore  pe  iustise  ben  brouth. 

pe  iustise  bad  seint  blase  3  hem  change  here  ])out  164 

))o  he  sey  ])ei  nolde  it  do,  he  het^  his  men  a-non  ^  MS.  let 

to  smyten  of  wi))oute  pe  toun  hero  hefdes  euerichon. 

pes  twey  children  in  prison  were ;  loude  he  gonne  grede 

]?at  me  hem  scholde  to  martyrdom  w\p  seint  blase  lode,  168 

3  seyden  :  "wharto  wilie^  vs  wyte,  wreches,  in  fis  hurne?  isswUje 

flfor  nawth  it  is  ])at  30  wene))  oure  )>out  fro  gode  tume." 

Me  nomen  pe  children  3  ladden  hem  for)>  wi)>  o)>ere  to  martirdom. 

Seint  blase  him  sat  doun  akne,  ))o  he  ])ider  com  :  172 

*'  Lonerd  ihesu,  ^if  it  is  J^i  wille,  ane  bone  bidde  I.  pe  : 

3if  ])at  any  man  in  his  annuy  habbe  myndo  of  me, 

In  cas  of  peryl  ofer  of  yuel,  ofer  ^if  J^er  is  I-schote 

Bon  o|>er  stre,  o))er  o)>ur  plug  I-comen^  in  mannes  ))rote,  >  o/.iutoeny  176 

3  he  bidde  myn  help  to  pe,  be  daye  oj^er  be  ny^tte. 

Granule  me  )7is  bone,  swete  ihesu^  for  ])in  holy  nii^tte. 

3if  any  man  assigne])  aut  of  his  in  pe  honour  of  me,  [foi.  nob.] 

Of  corn,  of  orf,  of  oJ?er  fing,  Louerd,  ich  bidde  pe  180 

]pat  al  his  )>ing  mote^  pe  betere  preue,  for  ))i  swete  my3the."         >  ai,om. 

]?er  cam  fram  heuene  a  bry^th  myst  3  an-oward  him  a-ly^the ; 

j^er-inne  oure  louerd  ly^tte  adoun,  to  ))is  holy  man  he  seyde : 

"  Blase,  my  leue  frend,  be  glad,  of  do)>  haue  )>ou  no  drede !  184 

Al  p\  bone  i  pe  graunte  ))at  )7oa  hast  beden  here. 

heye  ^e  nou,  3  come))  wi^  me,  ])oa  3  ])ine  twey  ^  fere  I  *'  1  a/,  triwe 

he  Wiis  so  glad  ^at  gud  wi]?  liiin  spak  3  grauutede  him  his  bone, 

"  Do)),"  seyde  ho  to  J?e  tormentores,  "  al  ))at  30  habbe)>  to  done."        188 

pe  tormentores  smyten  of  his  heued,  .3  alle  his  feren  also, 

3  pe  twey  child  re,  fat  glad  were  he  my3tten  come  fer-to. 

Sebast  hy3tte  ])at  cite  ])er  seint  blase  was  i-bore, 

3  ])er  his  hcuod  was  of  y-smyte— him  schamede  nat  ))«rfore.  102 
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J)e  bone  ^at  he  hadde  i-bede,  orirtenemen  it  vnderatode : 

In  ^e  honuranoe  of  eeint  blaae  he  paiteden  of  here  gode : 

pe  betere  preuede  al  here^  god,  .j.  jetb  it  do^  al-eo,  ^  SiSSSff^ 

In  fe  atede  wher  hia  ymage  id^  .  ^i  finde]»  it  wel  y-do.  196 

J  who  ia  in  atable  beleae,  3  wilie  to  aein  blaee  crye^ 

3  Jtfae  of  hia  good  in  hcmur  of  hym,  god  nelle  nat  for  him  lye. 

Qod  lene  pat  we  parti  mote  of  fe  heye  blisee 

pen  fai  seint  blaee  ia  June  i-brout,  ^at  we  ^fer-oSe  ne  mysee.     amen 
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Seinte  Cecilie,  of  noble  kynde  I-bore  30  waa  at  rome ; 
Oore  lonerd  criat  30  loaede  wel  ar  je  fram  cradel  oome. 
Stalleliohe  30  hire  let  baptije,  aa  we  fynden  I-wryte ; 
To  oure  louerd  criat  30  bad  ^eme  hire  maydenhod  to  wyte.  4 

80  ^at  ^m  etreng^  of  hire  frradea  I-^ponaed  je  waa  to  a  man 
Of  gret  nobleye  )  of  rioheaae,  hia  name  waa  Vallerian. 
t>w  mayde  werede  robe  of  pal  j  do]»ea  awi^  ridie^ 
Qarlaundea  j  treaBoares  of  gold — fie  here  next  hire  liehe.  8 

Whane  je  herde  menatralea  aong,  •  je  aong  in  hire  menatralde,^ 
)>ia  mayde  atiliche  song  of  god  j  of  hia  moder  marya  i^JtoiJ^Siteml**'^ 
A  vera  of  pe  paalter  hire  aong  waa,  wer-on  waa  meat  hire  ^at : 
**  Lat,  lonerd,  myn  herte  wi^nte  wem  be,  ^  it  oonfondet  be  nant !  **  12 
A-ny)t  as  je  waa  in  riche  bed  wi^  hire  lord  i-brontb, 
Sone  lie  hadde  of  folye  pis  clene  mayde  bc-sout. 
''  Swete  herte,"  ph  mayde  seyde,  **  for  loue  pon  hast  to  me, 
Grannie  me  y  mowe  pe  telle  a  litel  pryuete,  16 

Jjat  ich  me  rnowe  ferof  scliryue,  3.  f*  f on  it  wille  hele." 
**  Certes,  lemman,"  f is  ^ungman  seyde,  "  noj^ing  telle  I  nele." 
**  Suete  lemman,"  J^is  mayde  se^'de,  "  in  wardo  icbam  I-do  : 
An  aungel  of  heuene  is  my  wardeyn,  3  my  lemman  )7er-to.  20 

Wel  faste  he  stant  her  bi  me.     ^if  he  vnder^ete 
put  ))ou  be-nome  my  maydenliod,  no)>ing  oolde  he  lete 
Jjat  lie  ne  wolde  harde  sniyte,  3  be-nyme  fe  \>\  my^tte  [foi.  2si] 

or  )>i  ^ungiiesse  3  of  noble  stat,  for  )70u  ne  my  3th  w'lp  him  fy^ttbe.       24 
Ac  ^if  he  wiste  ))ou  louedest  mo  in  gode  louc  3  clcne, 
Wytte^  be  woldo  fe  als  be  def  me,  3  al  yuel  fro  J?e  ^ene."        >  ms.  wytw? 
"  Jif  fou  wilt,"  fieyde  Vallerian,  "  fat  icb  I-leue  J^is, 
Jjen  angel  pou  most  me  scbewe,  fat  I  se  liym  I-wis ;  28 

3  wanne  I  fat  sofe  i-se,  fat  foil  bast  sof  i-seyd, 
In  clenesse  for-sofe  f  i  wille  I  do,  al  after  f  i  red. 
31  f  I  se  fat  in  folyc  f ou  loucst  anof er  fan  me, 


BT.    CECILIA    SENDS    HER    HUSBAND    TO    ST.    URBAN.      HE    TURNS      491 
CHRISTIAN,  AND   ON   GOING   HOME   SEES   CECILIA's    GUARDIAN  ANGEL. 

No-))ing  ne  schal  30U  heipe,  \>&t  I  ne  ale  liiin  )  ))e."  32 

"  Swete  herte,"  seyde  fat  mayde,  "  3  J)ou  wile  fe  aungel  ee, 

j^oii  most  bileuen  on  Ihesn  crist  j  I-cristned  be,  >  MS.  wytie  ? 

3  sen  kirn  ))ou  schalt  ^if  )7ou  wilt  so ;  he  )7e  wile  wytte^  fro  lielle, 

So  gret  ioye  of  oure  loue  scbal  be  ))at  no  tunge  ne  may  telle.  36 

Ac  henne  ouer  pre  myle  )>ou  most  gon  fe  wey  to^  ftpye;  '  o/^of 

]?ere  [pore]  men  ))ou  schalt  fyude  on  Ih^^u  crist  foste  crye, 

Sey  y  ich  to  hem  ^e  sende,  3  p*  he  J^e  teche  anon 

Whar  is  seint  vrban  ])e  holi  old  man,  for  fon  most  to  him  gon,  40 

ffor  priue  connseil  pou  wilt  wi))  him  speke.  j  he  pe  schal  baptise. 

3  ])anne  )7oa  schalt  )>an  angel  se,  3  do  as  he  pe  wile  wise." 

Vallerian  a-ros  a-non,  as  oure  louerd  him  jaf  wille, 

To  ])e  stede  fe  mayde  bad  he  wende  for])  wel  stille.  44 

pes  pore  men  him  taute  a-non  to  pe  olde  seint  vrban ; 

he  fond  him  in  an  old  for-late  stede,  J^at^  wonede  neuere  man,        ^  r.[»w 

Among  puttes  )  burieles  als  men  cristene  men  ))reu 

After  p&t  he  martired  were,  men  anye  knea  (!)  48 

To  his  feet  he  fol  a-doun  a-kne,  als-sone  as^  [he]  to  him  come,  >  overUned. 

3  seyde  J^at  cesilie  send  him  ))ider  to  asken  cristendome. 

"  Louerd,  I-herd  be  fi  my^tte,"  seyde  seint  vrban, 

'*  We))er  \>w  be  pat  Lu))ere  werreor  men  clepuj)  vallerian  ?  52 

Were  cecilie  haue  him  now  y-mad,  him  pl^  was  so  wilde 

3  more  tyrant  ))an  any  wolf,  als  a  lotnb  he  is^  now  mylde  ?  "      1  om.  he  is 

po  com  ])er  go  a  swi])e  old  man  a  ly^tthe  fro  heuene  ])er, 

•hor,  wij)  whyte  vestemens,  a  swi)>e  fair  wryt  he  ber.  66 

f)o  vallerian  it^  I-sey,  a-doun  he  fel  for  drede ;  1  ai.  him 

Seint  vrban  nom  him  vp  a^en  .  3  gan  him  for))  lede. 
j^is  halewe  of  heuene  tok  him  ))at  wryt,  3  bad  him  forto  rode. 
Vallerian  tok  it  anon,  &  ])us  pe  wordes  sede  :  60 

"  On^  louerd  is,  .3.  on  bi-leue,  .3  on  bapti^ingge,  >  Ms.Oaro 

On  god  .3  fader  of  alle  ))at  be)),  p*  oueral  is  .3  in  eche  ))ingge." 
"  I-leuestou  ))i8,"  quap  seint  vrban,  "fat  ))ou  dost  her  I-se?" 
"  Jjer  nis  nofiug,"  quap  fis  o))er,  "  fat  bet  to  leue  be."  64 

^  After  ph  whyte  man  he  be-held ;  he  nuste  wher  he  be-cam. 
Seint  vrban  him  nom  a-non,  3  3af  him  cristendom. 
To  sein  Cecilie  he  wente  a3en,  fo  he  was  fare  is  fulle  :  [  3i.m  b.] 

he  fond  hire  chambre  ly3th  wif-inne,  .3  swife  swote  smulle.  68 

he  fond  cecilie,  his  gode  spouse,  3  an  aungel  wif  hire  stonde, 
^  Bry3ttere  fan  any  leme^  ;  twey  garlondes  he  hadde  on  honde,    >  MS.  lome 
Of  rose  3  of  lilie  swote ;  fat  on,  cecilie  he  tok, 
3  fat  of cr,  vallerian,  as  we  fynden  in  bok.  72 


492       ST.    CECILIA  AND   HER    HUSBAND   GET   GARLANDS    OF    LILIES   AND 
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"  Wytejj  J)i8  wij)  trewe  loue,  wif  chaste  body  3  dene, 
Ich  hem  habbe  fro  heuene  i-brou^th,  oure  lord  hem  do);  30a  leoe ; 
Tffor-falewe  ne  olde  wille  ))ei  nat,  ac  eaere  be  wille))  laste. 
Two  manere  floures  per  hep  on,  nelle  neuere  here  heu  caste ;  76 

pe  lilie  be-tokne];  3oare  maydeohod,  p^  is  so  whyt  3  swote, 
\>e  rose  be-tokne])  joure  martirdom  ;  for  )»er-on  deye  30  mote. 
^  And  for  )>oa  dest,  valleriaD,  cecilie  red  so  sone, 

^hat  ))ou  be-eekest  of  my  lord,  he  wille  pe  graunte  sone."  80 

**  I  ne  wille^  no])ing  so  miche,**  seyde  vallerian,  >  at,  wUny 

'*  Bote^  pat  Tiburs,^  my  bro)>er,  wij)  me  were  cristeneman."      J  i&^Tibura 

'  Mi  lord,"  qua))  p\B  aungel,  "  wile  3iuen  pat  ilke  grace, 

3  bo))e  3e  schulle  I-martired  be  at  o  tyme,  in  o  place. '^  84 

j)e  auDgel  [wende]  wi);  )>i8  word,  he  nuste  wher  he  be-cotn. 

)?is  two  clene  pinggea  ioye  I-now  ech  of  o])er  nom. 

Tiburs  com  to  chambre  3  spac^  vrip  his  bro))er  ))ere  :  *  ai.  to8p«ke 

he  stod  3  be-held  al-a-boute  als  he  nuste  wher  he  were ;  88 

"  Brofer,"  he  seyde,  "  hou  gqp  ))is  ?  fis  tyme  of  pe  ^ere 

80  swote  smul  ne  smelde  I  neuere,  me  )>ink)),  as  I  do  here  I 

pel  piB  hous  were  ful  of  newe  roses  3  of  lylie  also, 

I  ne  my3tte  hem  versschere  smelle,  me  ))ink)>,  ))an  I  now  do.  92 

80  ful  ich  am  al  of  pe  smul,  3  so  muche  it  is  in  my  ]>out, 

))at  Ich  am  for-8o))e  in  an-o)>er  wytte  I-brouth." 

"  Leue  bro)>er,"  quap  vallerian,  ''  garlandes  we  habbe))  here 

Of  floures  fat  fou  ne  my3t  i-se  bote  fou  were  oure  fere.  96 

als  fou  liast  fane  swote  smel  jjar-of  for  oure  bone, 

}if  fou  wilt  be-leue  as  we,  fou  my3t  sen  hem  sone." 

"  Leue  brofer,"  seyde  fis  oJ)er,  "  whef ur  it  be  so))  fis, 

OJ)er  I  stonde  in  matyngge  .3  mete  fat  so  it  is  ?  "  100 

"  In  metyngge,"  qtiap  vallerian,  "  we  habbef  euere  I-be ; 

Nou  we  ben  ferst  of  slepe  a-waked,  nou  we  mowe  ferst  i-se." 

"  Sestow  nou  bet,"  qua))  ))i8  o))er,  *'  fan  fou  hast  er  I-do  ?  " 

*'  Jo,"  seyde  vallerian,  '*  wel  sone^  me  be-houe))  so,  >  ai.om.       104 

ffor  my  lordes  aungel  of  beuene  haf  I-3oue  me  8y3th  ; 

3  for  oure  loue  be  pe  schal  also,  3if  fou  wile  leue  a-ry3th." 

J50  seyde  fis  holy  mayde :  **  tibors,  leue  broker, 

What  ben  maumettes  bote  wrechedhede  ?  fou  sest  on  hem  non  o))er. 

Ne  sestou  fat  fese  mauniets  ben  mad  of  old  tre  ? 

)3ing  f*  no  may  him-sulf  helpe,  hou  my3te  it  hel[p]e  ))o?  "     [foi.  232]   110 

"  No-fing  nis  sofere,"  quap  tiburs,^  "  fanne  fat  f ou  hast  i-scyd  ; 

G^'diere  he  were  fan  any  beste  f .it  nolde  don  f i  red."      *  MS.  ubui-ua   1 12 

Seiute  cecilie  him  custe  a-uon  :  ^'  leue  tiburs,"  he  seyde, 
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**  To-day  )>ou  schalt  my  bro|>er  be,  for  |>oa  wilt  don  be  rede. 

)>oru  dene  loue  3  good  be-leue  ))i  bro))er  my  spouse  is, 

]?ar-))oru  ]>ou  schalt  be-corae  also  my  bro])er  when  ))oa  art  his.  116 

Mid  Vallerian  )70u  most  go  to  ))e  bisschop  Vrban 

3  be  cristnedy  3  do  also  as  he  pe  rede  can." 

"  Is  ))at  vrban,*'  quap  tiburs,  **  f&t  so  ^eme  ha))  be  son^th, 

]9at  jare  ha])  be  fleme  3  hud  ?  3  ^if  he  were  for))  brou^th,  120 ' 

fTor-beme  he  scholde,  3  we  also,  ^if  we  wi)>  him  were ; 

3  so  ))e  while  we  heuene  sou^then,  for-barnd  we  scholde  ben  here." 

**  Jif  fer  nere,'*  quaf  ]>\8  mayde,  "  onliohe  bote  fis  lyf, 

ffol  he  were  ))at  it  wohie  [lese]  for  any-maner  strif ;  124 

3  se))e  per  is  so  mury  lif  per  ))at  we  schulle  after  a-fonge, 

ffol  is  ])at  nelle  a  whyle  ben  wo,  to  be  in  ioye  so  longe." 

'*  Leue  brofer,"  quap  tiburs,  "  fou  haue  merci  of  me 

3  led  me  to  p&t  gode  man,  ich  be-seche  ))e.'*  128 

]?at  o  bro))er  pat  o))er  ladde  to  pe  bisschop  Vrban ; 

]?ar  he  for-sok  his  foule  lawe,  3  be-cam  cristene  man. 

Tibnrs,  |70  he  com  a^en,  )>an  aungel  sey  a-non 

j)at  cecilie  him  hadde  be-hote,  in  pe  chambre  wi))  hire  gon. —  132 

Cecilie,  for  30  wyfman  was,  at  hom  30  moste  a-byde ; 

Ak  pese  bre))eren,  ])at  men  were,  a-boute  wenten  wyde. 

And  whane  me  martyreden  cristenemen,  )>ider  he  woldon  gon 

3  stele  to  whan^  he  my^tte  best,  3  burien  hem^  a-non.        JMshim"  ^^^ 

Als  ))oi  burieden  twey  godemen  ])at  y-martired  were, 

Come  pe  emperoures  men  .3  nomen  hem  ry3t  ])ere.  1  a/,  me    >  MS.  lUm 

To-fore  pe  lustise  he  weren  i-brouth.    ))ei^  askede  hem^  a-non : 

"  Who  made  30U  so  hardi  to  burie  pe  emp«»*oure8  foon,  140 

pe  mys-bi-leuede  trichours  p^  were  a3en  oure  lawe, 

Jjat  wif  ry3th  lugement  of  pe  lond  were  i-brout  of  dawe  ?  '* 

*'  Sire,  we  wolde,"  fis  o)>ere  seyde,  "  ))at  we  wor))i  were 

here  knaues  furto  habbe  I-be,  ))at  ))oii  let  quelle  ^are  I  144 

he  leften  ping  ))at  nas  nawt^  ))ei  it  semblance  hadde, 

3  toke  good  ping  ))at  was  3  wor)>  .3.  no  semblance  nadde. 

pe  worldes  ioye,  ))at  ha])  semblance,  fur  s(>[))e]  nawt  it  nys ; 

And  ))ei  pe  blisse  of  lieuen  ))inke  lite,  .  mecliul  3  swete  it  is."  148 

'*  Beaus  amys,  me  ))yuk))  ])at  30  l>eu  wode  : 

wor])e  he  is  to  habbe  wo,  who-so  ne  keput  nat  of  gode." 

"  In  wynter,"  quap  Vallerian,  **  Idel  men  sitten  3  drynknn, 

To  bismere  he  leyen  here^  tilien  fat  a-bonte  sowynge  swynke)) ;        152 

In  heruest,  whan  pe  swynkeres  mowe])  fair  schef  3  good  3  rype,    ^ai.tiftt 

^In  meseyse  3c  mowen  gon  vp  3  doun,  he  nabbe))  neuere  agripe: 


494    ST.  Cecilia's  husband  and  his  brother  abb  martyred. 

SHE    BURIES    THEM,    AND    IS    BROUGHT    BEFORE    THE    JUSTICE. 

Als  we  Bcliulle  for  oure  trauayl  In  blisse  rype  atte  ende,  1}  foi.  tssb.] 

whanne  30  schuUe  for  joure    ioye  to  hello  wepynde  wende.**  156 

**  £^  he^/'  seyde  po  lustise,  **  ])at  Lordes  scholde  be,  >  a.  wt 

Be))  lasse  wor))  ))an  swiche  wrecbes,  pat  nolde  neaere  ^e  ?  " 

"Certes,"  quap  vallerian,  "fou  art  laase  i-told 

]?an  is  a  saly  beggere  a3en  god,  ne  be  ))ou  neuere  so  bold.**  160 

"  Bel  amy,"  quap  pe  lustise,  **  yne  kepe  nat  of  fi  langljmgge. 

Do))  3oure  sacreGse  a-non,  o))er  me  scbal  30U  to  de))e  bringge.** 

"  Certes,"  quap  ))i8  godeman,  **po\i  ne  bringgest  me  neuere  ))erto.** 

f)e  lustise  hem  let  a-non  in  strong  prisone  do.  164 

Maxime  pe  gayler  [het]  ))at  hem  in  warde  nom  ; 

So  ))at  he  3  alle  his  )>orw  hem  cristene  bi-coni. 

Seinte  Cecil ie  com  be  pe  prison ;  loude  ^e  gan  grede  : 

**  What  do  36,  godes  knytes  ?  ku))e])  ^our  staleworthede !  168 

Yy^tep  nou  8talewor))liche,  to  leue  ))i8  derkhede, 

Jjat  30  were  in  pe  weye  i-brouth  f*  to  cler  ly^t  schal  30U  lede." 

Opon  pe  morue,  to  pe  maumets  ))i8  gode  men  were  brouth. 

l)e  lustise  het  hem  don  sacrifise  ;  ac  pel  ne  wolde  nat.  172 

here  heued  he  let  of  smyte,  3  maxime  it^  I-sey  1  ai.  om. 

Whare  anngles  here  soules  nonie  3  to  heuene  baren  an  hey. 

To  pe  lustise  he  3ede  anon  :  **  cristene  ich  am,"  he  sede, 

"  Ich  i-sey  pe  godemannes^  soule  aungles  to  heuene  lede.*'  la/.mmine  176 

})e  lustise  him  let  nymen  a-non,  naked  he  let  him  bete 

\W\p  stronge  8kourgen,fa8to  i-bounde,  forto  he  gan  fat  lif  lete. 

J50  body  pel  casten  wifoiite  pe  toun.     )jo  gan  cecilie  furj?  gon  : 

jjese  fre  holy  mart  ires  30  burode  to-gydere  a-non.  180 

[Je  was  sone  i-nome  3  ilad  before  pe  lustise  fo.]^  »Tiii»v.om. 

**  What,"  sede  lie,  "  hou  go))  fis  ?  be))  fer  301  schrewen  mo  ? 

artou  Vallerianus  wif  ?  be  pe  fey  Ich  owe  mahoun, 

Bote  po\i  ofer  do,  fi  wyth^  wor))  sone  I-brouth  a-doun.     »  a/,  witeheu  184 

Of  what  kynne  artou  of  y-come,  p^  ))U8  fuleliche  wilt^  lere?"    1  a^J)edoj> 

"  Of  betere  kunne,"  quap  cecilie,  "  fun  ))ou  euere  were." 

"  In  wich-nianer  lif,"  qtiap  ))i8  ofer,  "  fenkest  tou  to  lyue  ?  " 

"  fror-8o))e  ))ou  axest  as  a  fol,  3  swich  ansuere  me  schul  pe  ^me.         188 

for  al  ))i  peer,  ))ou  schalt  i-se,  be  fat  ))ou  west  ))en  ende, 

Jjat  poll  ne  schalt  fro  ilie«u  cryst  ones  niyn  herte  wende." 

"  hoii  come))  it  ))e,"  seyde  pe  iustise,  "  to  be  so  hardy  her, 

To  clepe  inc  fol  ))at  am  ))i  inaister?  ne  sixte  newer  my  per.^"  192 

**  Jji  per,^  wreche,"  quap  jjis  mayde,  "  worj)  sone  i-bron3th  be-hynde, 

for  it  Ills  bote  a  bladro  I-blowe  ful  of  a  wreche  wynde ;  *  a/,  poer 

be  it  wi))  a  lite)  prikke  I-prikcd,  a-wey  it  schrinkef  al : 
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Als  fi  caroigne  wif  siknesse,  wreche,  a-dwyne  sclial.  [foi.  23S]    196 

f)i  poer  pat  ])oa  ^elpest  of,  bo))e  is  ))eune  3  lite." 

**hou  goj)  fis,  dame?"  seyde  fe  lustiee,  **  whenne  cornejj  al  fis  prute? 

I  may  pe  jiue  dep  3  lif,  as  ])0u  sixt  royd  ))in  eye." 

•*  Certes,"  qwaf  f e  mayde  fo,  "  J)ou  lixt  fer-of  wel  lieye :  200 

a  wreche  caroyiie  J)ou  in} 3th  jiue,  j^  dej)  fat  wel  sohort  is,  >  a/.om. 

Ak  of  lyf  ne  my^tte  no-)>ii)g  ^iue  ))i-8elue  nat,  i-wis. 

Sepe  ])ou  iiiy^tli  ^iue  dep  3  no  lif,  nie  yiukp  be  pur  ly^tte 

))at  ])ou  art  de])e8  seriaiit,  for  of  lif  liasto  no  iny^tte.  204 

ffor^  wlian  ):ou  defies  sergeant  art,  dep  fi  louerd  isy  1  a/,  ft 

3  in  def  wif-outen  ende  Jjou  wilt  be,  I-wis." 

"  Dame,"  quap  fe  iustise,  "  of  \>i  gydiliede  ne  kepe  ich  r3'3th  nowth. 

Do  sacrifise  to  oure  godes,  o|>er  pon  wo  rat  to  dej^e  i-broutk  I "  208 

'')?ou  seist  ))at  ich  gydi  am,"  seinte  eecilio  sede, 

*'  Ac  ))ou  art  gydi,  3  ek  blind,  i-sene  is  on  pi  rede. 

Scholde  I  honure  ])ine  [godes]  ymad  of  ston  3  tre  ? 

I  nelle  it  do,  for-soj^e,  for  )7ou  ne  my^t  nat  I-se.  212 

Bote  Jjou  my^th  i-se  fat  art  blynd^,  .  fat  fis  fing  sof  is;      biji'd^ht^mu 

Jif  fou  sixt  .3.  ne  leuest  it  naut,  gydi  fou  art,  I-wys,  ** 

for  gydi  he  is  fat  nelle  I-leue  fat  he  sef  inyd  his  eye  ; 

Gydi  3  blind  fou  schalt  deye,  in  helle  pyne  deye."  216 

f)o  ferde  f e  schrewe  as  he  were  wod,  he  het  f is  mayde  take 

3  leden  in-to  an  out-hous,  3  a  greth  fur  make, 

3  fer-ouer  a  led-ful  of  water,  3  al  amydde  hire  caste, 

To  sef  e  hire  f  er  while  any  Lime  hoi  on  hire  I-laste.  220 

f)o  f  is  luggement  was  I-3iue,  3  men  hire  forf  ladde, 

Wifnien  3  men  fat  [it]  i-seye,  loude  30  wopen  3  gradde, 

"Alias,"  fei  seyde,  "  fat  fis  3ongge  fing,^  fus  fair  a  creature,    >  M8.|>i8 

Schal  nou  lese  hire  3ongge  lif,  3  deye  f oru  f  e  fure  I "  224 

"  Bef  stille,"  quaf  fis  holi  mayde,  "  for  me  ne  wepef  nout ! 

Mi  3ongge  lif  ne  lese  I  nowth,  ac  to  lyue  Icham  i-brouth. 

Ane  schorte  def  I  schal  a-vonge,  3  lif  wif-outen  endo  ; 

ffol  he  wore  fat  nolde  also,     god  he^  me  sone  hyne  sonde."  >  a/.om.  228 

Men  casten  hire  iu  f  e  sef  ing  water,     f  ar-Inne  al  ny3t  30  seef  ; 

f)e  lengere  30  for-inno  sat,  fe  ferfere  30  was  hire  deef  ; 

Wif  fe  welmes  30  sat  3  pleyde,  .3  prechede  of  godes  grace. 

Mo  fan  four  hondred  be-come  cristene  in  fat  place.  232 

pe  Iustise  soy  fat  he  my3tte  in  swich  def  hire  quelle  naut : 

he  het  of  smyto  hire  heued,  fat  30  were  to  def e  i-brout. 

f)e  quellere  hire  smot  wif  al  his  mayn  f re  sife  in  fe  swere, 

he  ne  smot  it  nat  fuUiche  of,  hire  def  was  bouth  to  dere !  236 


49G     ST.  CEOIUA  LIVES  THREE   DAYS  WITH   HER  HEAD  HALF  OUT  Off, 

AND  TURNS   MEN   TO   CHRIST. 

No  quellere  ne  moste  be  )>ulke  daye  siiiyte  oftere  ))an  ])rie ;         [&iL»sfeu] 

lialf-slawe  he  leuede  hire  so ;  a-wey ward  be  gan  bye. 

Nou  an  yuel  stede  gon  he  niote,  for  he  was  a  schrewe  I 

Wo  dede  he  ))at  holy  mayde,  gulteles  hire  so  to  hewe,  240 

3  bi-Iefte^  hire  so  half  a-Iyue ;  welle,  wo  him  be  I  >  al.lMifat 

ffor  who-so  ntiste  of  no  doel,  per  men  myrtle  it  se  : 

j^is  holi  mayde  ^ede  a-boute,  hire  heued  half  of-smyte, 

3  was  half  quik  )  half  ded,  fai  rewpe  it  was  to  wyte ;  244 

3  pouere  men  mechel  of  hire  good  ^e  delde  wi))  hire  honde — 

It  was  a  wel  fair  grace  of  god  J^at  30  aut  my^tte  stonde. 

Je  precliede,  3  to  Ihe«u  cryst  many  a  god  man  wende, 

3  alle  to  seint  vrban  fe  bisschop  to  baptise  ^e  hem  sende,  248 

3  bad  pat  he  scholde  hire  hous  fat  30  hadde  woned  Inne 

halowen  in  oure  louerdes  name  3  a  cliurche  per  bigynne, 

And  burien  pere  hire  swete  body,  3  pat  oure  louerdes  seruise 

Vpe  his  poer  ))er-inne  were  i-do  on  alle-kynne  wyse.  252 

pQ  ))ridde  day  after  hire  martirdom  pe  mayde  a-doun  lay, 

And  prechede  to  pe  cristenemen,  3  bad  hem  habbe  god  day, 

3  seyde :  "  now  ich  habbe  i-do  al  ])at  my  wille  is  to, 

Wende  I  wile  to  IhMu  crist,  3  ^e  schulle  also."  256 

l^is  was  two  hundred  ^er  .3  )>re  3  twenti  ry3th 

After  )>at  oure  louer[d]  was  in  his  moder  a-ly3th. 

Nou  bidde  we  oure  swete  louerd,  for  hire  martirdom. 

To  bringge  vs  to  fat  ioye  fat  hire  soule  to  com.^ — Amen.  260 

^  After  this  there  follows:  75.  S.  Alexius,  in  six-lined  stanzas,  ed.  by  me  in 
Herriyh  Archiv,  1873,  and  by  Fumivall  for  the  Early  English  Text  Society,  Original 
Series,  no.  69. 
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